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CONSTITUTION 


OF  TBB 


TopsFiELD  Historical  Society. 

A.cloptecl  £>ec«ixiber  14, 


ARTICLE  r. 

TbU  organization  shall  be  kuowu  as  the  Topsfielo  Uibtobical  So- 

OIBTT. 

ARTICLE  IT. 

Its  object  is  the  collection,  preservation  and  study  of  all  historical  mate- 
rials relaUng  to  the  town  of  Topsfleld ;  and  it  «hall  also  be  the  purpose  of 
the  soetety  to  enooarage  the  study  of  natarat  history  in  its  ▼arioas 
branohes. 

AIGTICLE  m. 

The  otncers  shalloonslstof  a  President,  Vice-President,  Secretary,  Treas- 
urer, Cufiitor,  and  an  executive  committee,  five  in  number,  of  which  the 
President,  Vice-President  and  Secretary  shall  be  ex-ojfficio  members. 

All  oiBeers  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the  annnal  meeting. 

ABTICIiE  IV.* 

The  Secretary  shall  give  notice  of  all  meetings  and  record  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  at  the  annual  meeting  shall  make  report  of  the  doings  of 
the  Society  for  the  preceding  year. 

He  shall  also  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  all  donations  and  preserve  a 
record  of  the  same. 

ARTICLE  V. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  have  general  clmr^^e  of  the  Society,  and 
it  shall  be  their  duty  to  select  «iiit:ible  subjects  for  discussion  at  each 
meetiug  and  arrange  for  the  preparation  of  papers  or  addresses  on  the 
same. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

All  persons  interested  in  the  objects  of  this  Society  are  eligible  for  mem- 
bership. 

ARTICLE  Vn. 

Any  person  may  be  elected  a  tnember  at  a  reg^ular  meeting  by  a  majority 
vote  of  the  members  present  and  voting,  the  name  of  such  per^ton  having 
been  proposed  in  wrinnK  by  two  members  at  a  previons  meeting* 

ARTICLE  VUL 

An  annnal  fee  of  fifty  cents  shall  be  paid  in  advance  by  every  member. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

Regular  meetiiijifs  sliall  be  held  on  the  first  Friday  of  every  month,  ex- 
cepting June,  July  and  August,  and  the  meeting  held  tn  January  shall  be 
the  annual  meeting  for  the  bearing  of  all  reports  and  election  of  ofBcers 
for  the  ensnlng  year. 

AKTICLK  X. 

This  constitution  may  be  amended  at  any  regular  meeting  by  a  three- 
fonrths  vote  of  the  members  present,  notice  thereof  having  been  g^ven  at 
a  preceding  meeting. 
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SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 


To  present  the  first  Anuual  report  of  a  Uistorictil  .Sucicty  is  an  honor  but 
few  have  had  Ihe  opportunity  of  embraelngr*  and  In  the  present  Instanee  I 
particularly  estPfin  it,  hpcaiif^o  of  tho  i^rpat  and  growing:  stifCfs^  <if  suir 
i)Ooiety,  which  from  a  humble  beginning  has  gradually  gained  in  meniber- 
ehlpand  tnflnence  until  it  has  become  a  factor  In  the  life  of  a  town. 

>iy  connefti  'ii  with  tlip  Society  ha-  hfon  a  =s(inrce  of  nnich  ple.i^tire, 
and  the  cus>tum  of  regularly  holding  our  meetings  in  this  house  h&n  in 
partf  I  think,  added  to  their  lntere«tt  the  soelal  feature  naturally  proving 
attractive,  so  that  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  a&rain  extend  Co  you  an  in- 
vitation to  hold  here  tlie  future  meeting!^     oikc  Society 

In  roTlewing  the  work  aooompllehed  during  the  past  year,  perhaps  the 
two  more  prominent  features  are  the  printing  of  historical  collpctlons  and 
the  gathering:  (>r  a  nucleus  for  a  cabinet  cullection  of  relicts  and  curiosi- 
ties. Of  the  i^ittHt-  the  number  of  objects  is  as  yet  not  large,  but,  as  a 
small  room  in  tli«*  I'ovvn  Hall  has  boon  so  kindly  set  aside  for  our  !i<»e  by 
Uie  town  uLuhoiities;.  it  is  hoped  uur  funds  may  increase  and  during  the 
coming  year  suitable  cabinets  may  be  obtained  wherein  our  collection  of 
historical  relics  may  be  properly  displayed,  safe  froni  the  curiou?  hand- 
ling of  visitors.  The  expense  will  not  be  great  and  I  would  particnilurly 
call  to  your  atteiitioi.  the  needs  of  the  Society  in  this  res|)«'ct  with  tlie 
hope  that  some  meaus  can  be  devised  for  increaeing  our  revenue  with  this 
end  in  view. 

About  the  first  of  Fehruary  our  volume  of  Historical  rolloctions  will  be 
ready  for  distribution.  It  will  consist  of  about  one  hundred  psgee  of  text, 
with  eeverat  tllastratfom.  The  exeontlve  eommlttee  have  thonirht  It  beet 

to  distribute  tjtu' rojjy  to  eaeli  um  inb».-r  irratis  and  hold  tl)o  rem.iindfr  uf 
the  edition  at  a  fixed  price,  hoping  to  derive  a  small  revenue  from  their 
sale.  While  many  other  Soeletlee,  historical  and  phlloeophloal,  follow  the 
practic*^  «>f  liolilinu:  their  reports  or  '  >II*  -ri  ni-  at  a  certain  prioe  irrespeo- 
tive  of  membership,  your  executive  committee  have  thought  beat  to  make 
this  dNtrlbatlon  hoping  by  so  doing  to  bind  more  closely  the  membership 
tie  and  place  in  the  tiamts  of  each  associate,  whether  a  resident  of  T<ips- 
fleld  or  living  in  some  iii!»tant  city,  yet  alilce  interested  in  our  woric,  some 
tangrtble  evidence  of  their  affiliation  with  our  Society. 

Ttiere  have  been  ten  mretfiiL--  nf  the  Society  li<  Ir!  during  tlip  past  year. 
Papers  were  read  by  the  f«)llovvni;;  in»'inbers:  Mrs,  I  .  K.  Leach.  Mrs.  Ha- 
ven, Mrs.  O.  Warren  Towiie,  Mi!<s  M»'t  ta  Hiadstreet,  Mi>s  Ada  Todd.  Miss 
Esther  I)\vinell.  Mis-<  Hattle  Todd,  Miss  Hessie  Peabody,  J u-^tf n  Alb  ii.  M.O., 
Benj.  J.  lialch,  Jolm  II.  Towne.  W.  Donaldson,  C.  J.  l*eabody,  J.  H.  Potter. 
A.  M.  Dodg«)  and  your  secretary,  and  several  of  the  papers  so  prepared 
have  been  printed  in  the  collection 

Sidney  Perley,  Esq.,  uf  Salem,  was  present  at  the  first  meetlner  of  the 
Society  and  spuke  on  organized  historical  work.  At  the  March  meeting 
Hon.  Robert  S  Itmtonl  of  Salem  wn<*  present  and  read  an  inii  restinp-  pa- 
per on  **TiieEraof  the  Stage  Coach."  June  lU  a  held  lueetiuk'  was  held 
at  the  agricultural  farm  an<t  notwithstanding  severe  showers  a  good  num- 
ber was  pres€'nt.  Papers  were  read  by  Mrs.  Abbie  W. Towne,  Uenj.  J. Balch, 

VU 
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Chur  ls J.  Peahody,  and  your  secretary.  Several  points  of  bi-torioal  !n- 
teretit  W6re  visited,  the  company  finally  reaching  tlie  Itouse  of  George  F. 
Av«rhlll,  who  very  hospitably  threw  open  bfe  doors  and  enlerteineS  the 

society  ruynlly. 

On  Sept.  2l>  a  well  attended  public  meeting  was  held  at  the  T«>wu  hall 
when  Ezra  Hine*,  Esq.,  of  Danvere,  delivered  an  address  on  the  "^Meaning 
ami  Value  t)f  ITistorical  Societies"  ami  ;i!s(»  described  his  search  for  tlu 

Sortiaittiof  tiie  Browne  family,  the  buitUt^rs  of  the  Folly  bill  maDsion  in 
lanvers.  Charles  J.  Peabody  also  read  a  blogmnhical  eketeh  on  Dr.  Ke- 
heinlah  Cleaveland.  At  the  December  meeting  Rev.  A.  P.  Putnam,  presi- 
dent of  the  Danvers  Historical  Hociety,  was  present  and  delivered  a  lec- 
tare  on  "Our  Historical  Societies." 

The  donations  to  tlie  cabinet  number  22,  and  to  the  library  15.  The*e 
will  be  properly  acknowledgeii  ui  tlie  introductory  pages  of  tlie  historical 
collections. 

John  Hood  (lould,  an  honorary  member,  died  Feb.  11,  lfi06»  and  in  bis 
death  the  society  meets  with  a  great  loan. 

The  membership  at  the  present  time  is  ninety-four  and  in  this  connec- 
tion I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  every  additional  member- 
ship fee.  small  as  it  may  seem,  aids  the  society  in  its  work  and  broadens 
the  ranfre  of  itn.  usefulness.  We  need  a  larK'er  membership.  We  should 
And  inscribed  on  our  rolls  many  interested  in  our  work,  thou^rh  non-reai- 
dents  of  Topsfleld.  The  value  of  the  historical  collections  might  be  held 
up  as  an  inducement  toward  an  increased  membership,  but  hi  any  case  let 
each  member  propose  one  new  name  during  the  ooming  year  and  by  so 
dofnif  double  onr  rait. 

T  would  -iiKU'  -t  that  the  office  of  curator  be  separnt.'d  fi  iii  tlint  <>f  sec- 
retary and  au  organized  effort  be  made  towards  the  accumulation  of  large 
■ddlttone  to  our  cabinet  eolleottona.  In  many  an  old  attfe  in  town  fie 
buried  valuable  reli.  s  of  a  by-irone  day,  and  with  the  acquisition  nf  dosed 
oabineto  each  member  siioul'd  talie  particular  pride  in  preserving  for  the 
eoolety  tbeae  TArtoiia  objects,  and  In  time  would  reault  a  eoUeeaon  that 
fittingly  miffbt  represent  the  historlo  life  of  our  town  from  the  earlteet 
times. 

RetpeotrnUy  eubmitted, 

Gsa  Fb8.  I>ow, 

Secretary. 


vm 
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TRE/\SLRCR*S  REPORT. 


FOR  THE  YEfIR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st.  1695. 


BECKIPTS. 

AnnuftI  dues  . 

(ieo.  L.  Ooaid,  doofttJoo 


♦43  00 
200 


$46  00 


ItZPBHDITlTBBB. 

Printing  hiatorteal  60l. 
Printing,  typewriting, «tc* . 
Postal  caras  .... 
Beoord  books . 
Warren  Blues'  equipments. 
Rent  Town  ball  . 
Leetarer's  expenses 


Balance  on  band 


116  60 

5  40 
10  70 

1  60 
7  00 

2  00 
1  10 

#44  70 
80 


Bespectf  uUy  submitted. 


Geo.  Fbs.  JDow,  Treasurer. 


DoQatiOQS  for  the  Year  endiog  Jao.  3,  1896. 


CuiiimiQfi;a|  Miss  Julia  A.«  Boxford— Arrow  head. 

Dodge.  Albert  H.— Cabinet  ease  and  eoUeetlon  of  birds*  eggs  nnmberinft 
116  varieties. 

Dow,  Eugene  M. — Battered  silver  spoon  found  on  Price's  Hill,  raouogram 
B.  B.  H. 

Dow,  Ceo.  Frs.— Spinning-  wheel;  piece  of  live  oak  keel  of  IT.  M.  Som- 
erset, wrecked  on  (  apo  Cod  in  1779;  two  Indian  arrow  heads;  stone  im- 
plement used  for  sliarpening  Indian  tools;  badge  Mass.  Booiety  Sons  of 
American  Revolution;  bad^M-,  Essex  Co.  Hep.  Convention,  Salem,  Aug.  24, 
1887;  badge,  25th  National  Encampment,  G.  A.  B.,  Detroit,  Mich..  1891; 
framed  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

fJonld,  John  H. —  Hair  trunk,  formerly  the  property  of  Jacob  Towne; 
ivory  headed  cane  formerly  tlie  property  of  Jacob  Towne;  green  silk  um- 
brella formerly  the  property  of  Jaoob  P.  Towne. 

IX 
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Hutchings,  Mrs.  Esther  W. — Feather  plume  worn  by  Jeremiah  Stont;, 
M.  D.,  when  surgeon  of  the  Topsfield  Warren  Blues  in  188d. 

Johnson,  Mrs.  Arthur— Brass  barrelled  ptotol  picked  up  on  the  battle^ 
field  of  Stonington,  Couii. 

Klmbailf  Paul  R.— Banner  of  the  Topsfield  Fremont  and  Dayton  Club, 
185«. 

Pray,  Huel  B.  — Deck-lij^ht  from  V.  S.  .S.  S.  Mendota:  irMvel  turned  from 
thn  oaken  frame  of  the  old  Israel  (Gallup  house;  pit  i'f  <»f  c  u  e  boring  from 
the  largest  gun  in  the  U.S.  navy,  from  Wasliington  Navy  Yard,  1892. 

Stevens,  Albert  W.— Pieces  of  clay  pipes  from  a  chimney  foundation  in 
an  old  cellar  near  Crooked  Pond  in  Hoxford;  (see  Perley's  dwellings  in 
Boxford,  page  136);  two  ancient  iron  peat  forks;  piece  of  chestnut  wood 
excavated  from  the  pit  of  tlie  Topsfield  copper  mine  in  1840,  having  been 
buried  at  tlie  working  of  the  mine  in  1771, 

Webster,  Albert— Indian  stone  axe. 

Welch,  Mrs.  Ellen  H.— Wooden  tablet  inscribed  with  the  date  1759,  for- 
merly fastened  to  tbe  front  of  the  gallery  in  the  old  meeting-house. 

LIBRARY. 

Avery,  Sidney  W.^Aceount  book  and  ledger  of  David  Hobbs,  1774-M, 

72  pages. 

Chandler,  James  H.— Newspaper,  extra  number  of  Meriden,  Conn.,  Re- 
publican, Aug.  SO,  1881,  containing  account  of  life  and  death  of  James  A. 
Uarfleld. 

Davis,  Andrew  McF.,  Cambridge. — Historical  work  in  Mass.  pamph.  18J*3, 
55  pages. 

Edward«s.  Beni.  P.  —Three  shares  stock  Eastern  stag»*  company. 

IIu\  en,  Mrs.  Theodore  W. — Newspaper,  Salem  (iazt^tte,  March  2S,  ISOO; 
certificate  ol  stock  in  Topsfield  Agricultural  Library,  March 24,  is<i<):  news- 
paper, Columbian  Centinel,  Dec.  22,  1810;  tax  collector's  warrant,  177«>;  re- 
ceipt for  Revolutionary  service  July  11,  1776,  Andrew  Gould. 

.Johnson,  Mrs.  Artiuu .— I  niversal  Geography  by  Rev.  Elijah  Parish, 
Newburyport,  1808.   214  pay:es. 

Lake,  Henry  W.— News^papf  r,  Newbwryport  Herald,  Nov.  17.  1834  con- 
tainiiifr  account  of  political  celebration  in  Topsfield. 

Perley,  Sidney,  Salem,— Newspapers,  Salem  Uasette  Sept.  90,  1774  and 
Oct.  7, 1774. 

Poor.  Joseph  H.— History  of  the  emblem  of  the  codfish  in  the  Hall  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  lk>ston,  1805.   62 pages. 

Welch,  Mrs.  Ellen  H.^atalogues  of  Topsfield  Academy  for  1840,  1866, 
I860. 

Geo.  Frs.  Dow,  Curator. 
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INTRUDUCTORV  REMARKS 

AT  THK  riBST 

REGULAR  MBBTING  OP  THE  TOPSFIELD  HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY,  JAN.  4,  1895, 

BY  TUJi;  Ftt£8IO£NT,  JUt^TIN  ALLEN,  M.D. 


It  seems  proper  on  an  occasion  like  this,  when  a  newly  organized  TTIs- 
torioal  sooietv  is  ubout  to  enter  upon  its  appropriate  work,  that  it  sliould 
glaneo  over  the  Held  to  be  oooapfod  and  tonoh  opon  some  of  the  pointa 
that  wilt  more  pjirtleularly  en^^a^c*  '^^  itiontion. 

The  history  of  the  town  and  of  eveiitti  haviof^  relations  near  or  more  re- 
mote to  the  town  history  will  afford  an  ample  field  for  onr  study  and  in* 
vcstf^^ntfon. 

We  iieeil  not  be  content  with  commenciuK  our  studit's«  with  the  flr«t  bat- 
tlement of  the  town  by  Europeans.  These  niUs  and  valleys  were  pre vi- 
o'asly  inli  ifiited  by  orhrr  rncfH  than  our  nwn.  who  hnve  l«'ft  traceB  of  their 
oocupuucy.  A  very  few  of  the  race  who  inhabited  thi»  region  were  found 
in  eastern  Maesaehttsetts  when  tht-  first  Kuropeau  emit^ranta  arriyed.  The 
prevt'M!-  irencratlona  that  occupieil  i  liis  locality  have  left  a  meagre  history 
in  rudf  instruments  used  in  tlieir  p«  act  ful  pursuits,  in  the  chase,  and  .in 
war. 

Tlu  rt'  is  a  place  in  this  town  wliicli  from  the  many  |>'<'  liistoric  relics 
found  tiiere  i.s  called  tlie  "tt  igwatn.  "  Tlit^re  is  anoClu  r  piace  wiiere  have 
been  found  irre^ruiar  pieces  of  flint  and  Hint  cliipn.  The  material  whs  un* 
doubtedly  bronirht  from  a  dintance  and  munufacturt d  into  arrow-fipads, 
spear-heails,  and  w  hatever  other  articles  the  needs  and  ingenuity  «»f  tlie 
residents  might  have  devij-ed.  This  is  strong  evidence  tliat  the alxM  jgines 
had  a  permanent  r*^siti«'nce  licre.  If  surli  were  li»e  case  it  is  probable  that 
they  buried  tlieir  dead  liere  also,  and  tiiat  their  remains  lie  somewhere  iii 
the  soil  of  our  town.  I  am  not  aware  ti>at  any  Indian  bones  have  been 
found  within  tiiose  limits.  It  may  be  rc^ierv^^d' for  a  member  of  this  socie- 
ty to  unearth  a  long-concealed  Indian  burying-gronnd. 

Tlie  town  records  afford  tli»  most  relial>li  -^nurce  for  the  civil  history  of 
the  place,  as  an  incorporated  muuioipaiity.  The  oldest  records  are  some- 
what dffDoult  to  read,  on  account  of  their  worn  and  to  some  extent  ttlegi- 
ble  conditinii,  \\  v]\  .IS  (Ii.  ir  ancient  orthography  and  quaint  cliiiotria- 
phy.  The  labor  of  deciphering  and  transcribing  some  of  the  more  difllcult 
portions  of  the  reoord^nas  been  undertaken  by  one  of  our  number,  and 
we  5 hit  11  know  more  from  the  records  of  the  town  than  It  has  been  practi- 
cable heretofore. 

With  refrard  to  ancient  landmarlen,  the  location  of  the  residences  of  the 

early  inhal)!tants,  the  boniu?  ! "i  -        n  nH  and  ear  l \  'r  ;int8,  and  the  elu- 
cidation of  many  obscure  allusions  in  tlie  town  records,  very  much  can  be 
learned  by  a  patient  perusal  of  the  Registry  of  Deeds. 
Old  deeds  and  papers  that  have  withstood  the  waste  of  lime  and  have 
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been  preserved  in  many  of  the  old  families  will  often  give  «  clew  to  the 
estal)lishnu'iit  of  important  facts.  Thesamo  may  be  said  of  such  topics 
as  the  history  of  old  houses,  old  cellars,  and  tlie  location  of  old  roads. 
Contemporary  with  the  town  records  Is  the  ecdesfastioal  history  of  the 
town.  (Muii  t  l  records,  memoranda  kept  l)y  the  jninistcr?  and  others  are 
important  in  tiirowinjr^  light  upon  all  matters  relating  to  the  reli^rious 
life  of  the  people.  They  are  also  VMuable  in  a  genealogical  point  of  view. 
Ohsciire  points  in  family  history  may  be  oleareoup  which  vould  Otherwise 
remain  doubtful  or  unknown. 

Events  of  wider  interest  connected  with  the  history  of  the  state  of  Xew 
England  and  nf  the  United  Stnt  s.  having  a  bearinpr  upon  (tiir  town  histo- 
ry, will  funiisli  topics  for  iave.stigation  and  discussion.  The  people  of 
TOpsHeld  from  the  earliest  period  of  its  history,  whether  acttngr  as  an  In- 
corporated hody  or  oacli  in  liis  individual  capacity,  have  borne  an  honor- 
able part  in  whatever  relations  they  have  been  culled  upon  to  act,  and 
have  an  honorable  record  In  civil,  military,  religrious,  educational  and  lit- 
terary  life. 

Whatever  is  learried  of  the  social  life  of  our  ancestors  is  of  especial  im- 
portance as  throwing  light  upon  their  various  characteristiesi.  It  is  here 
that  historical  records  are  deficient.  If  we  could  have  d. -tailed  account.-' 
of  their  every-day  life,  their  conversations,  their  daily  intercourse  with 
their  nei^^lihors  and  friends,  the  routine  of  their  Sahbath  ob-servation*. 
their  social  t^atherings  as  far  as  they  had  any  full  records,  of  their  cliurch 
meetings,  tlieir  t«wn  meetings,  their  domestic  life,  their  liubits  upon  their 
farms  and  in  their  houses,  their  meals,  their  religious  observances,  the 
government  of  their  honspfioUls,  the  education  of  their  c!i ildren,  such  mi- 
nute accounts  would  be  wortli  mure  than  a  whole  volume  of  history  as  It 
is  usually  written. 

It  will  be  the  aim  of  the  society  to  enconraqre  and  promote  the  study  of 
natural  history.  A  scientific  stud v  of  natural  objects  is  not  only  desira- 
ble but  highly  useful.  It  lias  been  too  much  neglected.  Perhaps  the  ne- 
glect is  largely  due  to  the  difficulty  of  making  a  beginning  and  getting  a 
good  start  id  the  pursuit  in  question.  When  one  has  taken  up  the  subject 
and  has  become  interested,  it  is  easy  to  keep  on  in  one's  inve&titratiou  ami 
add  greatly  to  one's  itnowledge.  Many  who  take  up  the  study  of  tlie  nat- 
ural sciences  become  fascinated  with  them.  In  the  department  of  zo-ology 
there  is  one  brand),  en tymoloiry.  tliat  ouj^'lit  to  fommand  our  special  at- 
tention. If  more  were  known  by  the  owners  of  our  orchards  of  the  habits 
of  the  canker  worm,  more  might  be  done  and  more  successfully  to  prevent 
the  ravage-    f  tli  it  pest  of  the  apple  trees. 

The  same  might  be  said  of  other  insects  injurious  to  vegetation;  as  the 
apple-tree  borer,  the  caterpillar,  the  currant  worm,  the  squash  bug,  the 
corn  worm,  the  Colorado  l)eetle  rf  hf  onme  f/enuH 

The  care  and  management  of  domestic  animals  and  their  diseases  is  a 
subject  that  is  uppermost  in  people's  minds  at  the  present  time  and  well 
deserves  tlieir  iTivt^stigation  and  study. 

iiofany  and  mineralogy  will  also  coino  in  for  a  share  of  our  attention. 

Some  of  the  members  have  given  special  attention  to  natural  history 
and  will  no  doubt  favor  the  society  with  papers  from  time  to  time  that 
will  be  interesting  and  instructive. 

After  alt,  the  most  important  object  of  our  work  will  be  the  study  of  the 
generations  that  have  preceded  us,  to  improve  upon  our  ancestors,  and 
profit  thereby. 


Digitized  by  Googlc 


i 


^     ANNE  BRADSTREET. 


HER  LIFE  AND  WORKS. 


BY  METTfi  BRADSTKEET. 


Anne  Bradstreet,  noted  as  the  earllMt  famale  poet  In  America,  was  the 

[      *       daughter  of  Thomas  Dudley  and  wif«  of  Simon  Brad'<treet,  two  of  the 
founders  and  earl^-  f^overnors  of  the  Massachusetts  JBay  Colony. 

The  aneestry  of  that  branch  of  the  Dudley  faintly  lo  whieh  Madam 
Bradstreet  l>eIonp:ed  Is  simply  a  matter  of  conjecture.  Extensive  re- 
searches have  failed  t«)  prove  the  connection  witli  John  Dudley,  Duke  of 
Xorthumherland,  which  several  of  the  Dudley  decendants  claim. 

Her  father.  Thomas  Dudley,  wm-j  horn  in  Lincolnshire,  "Kn^r-.  in  1576  or  '17 
and  was  the  only  son  of  Captain  Koj^er  Dudley  who  fell  in  battle  in  1586. 
Thomas  was  taken  from  school  at  an  early  age  and  became  a  paf^e  in  the 
fatnily  of  I/>rd  Tompton.  After  this  he  served  as  a  lawyer's  clerk,  and 
then  we  tind  him  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  eighteen  volunteers,  part  of  a 
foree eollected  by  Elizabeth  to  aid  the  French  kini;  From  these  various 
occupations  he  derived  considerable  lepal  skill,  straipiitforwardness,  hon- 
esty and  courage.  Under  the  preaching  of  the  famous  i'uritau  minister 
Dodd,  he  became  a  Nonconformiat  and  ever  after  adhered  strictly  to  the 
views  which  he  adopted, 
i  For  several  years  I)udley  was  steward  of  the  Earl  of  Lincoln's  estate, 

'  then  removed  to  Boston.  Lincolnshire,  where  he  became  acciuainted  with 

Bev.  John  Cotton,  his  afterward  companion  in  the  New  World.  His  wife, 
Dorothy,  Is  spoken  of  In  the  record  of  their  marriapre  as  a  Gentlewoman 
^  whofe  Extract  arid  Eftate  were  Confiderable."    Anne  was  their  second 

1  child,  born  in  1612,  probably  at  Northampton.  Of  her  early  youth  and 

I  brinKing  up  we  know  bat  little.  She  was  evidently  reUriously  and  strlctl  v 

I  trained  and  from  her  works  it  is  plain  that  she  had  read  and  studied  with 

unusual  diligence  for  one  of  her  age  and  sex.  At  this  time  she  bad  a 
rich  Held  of  study. 

Tlie  fjuarter  of  a  century  precf'(Iiiiir  t'-e  departure  of  the  Mass.  Bay 
Company  was  one  of  the  most  glorious  in  the  history  of  English  litera- 
ture. Kew  books  were  appearing  In  unwonted  numbers.  Spenser,  Sidney, 
Simk«>>[>«>are  and  Cervantes  bad  recently  died  leaving  choice  additions  to 
the  literature  of  the  world. 

In  this  period  of  literary  activity  Madam  Bradstreet  passed  the  first 
elpljteen  years  of  her  lifn.  With  literary  tastes  her  surroundings  during 
this  time  were  such  as  to  create  and  satisfy  a  desire  for  poetical  and  his- 
torical Qtudlcs.  or  her  mother,  who  died  in  1643  at  the  age  of  61,  little  to 
known,  not  even  her  maiden  name.  In  an  epitaph  to  her,  her  daughter 
says  : 

*»A  woriliy  nmtronnf  unsp<iti<  il  llf<', 
A  loving  inutbcr,  ttud  obodleut  wifu"— 

and  father  on  in  the  poem, 

"A  tru«'  Instructor  of  Iht  family 

The  which  Hhe  ordered  with  dexteritj.** 

Her  father,  too,  seems  to  have  taken  especial  pains  In  Instructing  thto 
daughter  if  we  may  judtre  from  what  she  says  of  him. 

"He  WHS  my  fath«T.  KuUie,  liiHt nictor  ^^H^, 

Ami  who  morr  rausc  t*»  IkmisI  IiIh  wurtli  llian  I. 

Who  heard,  or  saw,  observed,  or  knew  him  belter, 
And  who  alive,  than  I,  a  gicater  debtor. 
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At  the  age  of  sixteen  she  was  married  to  Simon  Bradstreet,  the  son  of  a 
Koncotiforinist  minister  of  Lincolnaliiro.  Bradstreet  was  born  at  Horb- 
ling,  March,  1603.  He  was  educated  at  the  grammar  school  until  he  was 
fourteen,  when  his  father's  death  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  leave, 
lie  was  taken  into  the  family  of  the  Earl  of  Uneoln  under  the  care  of 
Dudley.  He  was  at  Emmanuel  College  one  year,  having  had,  as  be  him- 
self wrote/*a  very  pleasant  hot  unprofitable  time  in  the  society  of  the  Earl 
of  Liticolu's  brother  and  other  companions,"  Notwithstanding  this  lie 
became  a  good  scholar,  taking  his  bachelor's  degree  in  liSSO  and  bis  mas> 
ter*s  fonr  years  later.  On  Dudley^s  removal  to  Llneolnshtre  he  became 
Bteward  in  (  i~  placfi  managing  the  estate  with  ecjual  skill  nul  at  tl>e  time 
of  his  marriage  he  held  the  same  position  to  tlie  aged  Countess  of  War- 

Kplipfon^  anfl  political  affairs  in  England  being  in  bad  state  and  boding 
ill  for  the  future,  on  June  2()tli.  1629,  Dudley  with  eleven  others  signed  an 
agreement  whereby  they  pledged  themselves  to  remove  with  their  fami- 
lies to  New  Knpiaiid  by  tlie  first  of  next  March,  provided  tlie  wliole  grov- 
ernment,  together  with  the  patent,  should  be  legally  trtiiisf erred  before 
the  last  of  September  to  remain  with  such  plantation.  Although  Dudley 
had  from  1027  been  ititorested  in  tiie  planting  of  a  colony  heeviviently  had 
no  connection  witl)  the  eoii^  pan y  till  Oct.  15.  JH29.  On  that  day  he  and 
Winthrop  were  first  present  at  a  meeting.  On  Oct.  20,  Dudley  was  chosen 
an  assistant,  and  on  Mar.  18,  IJrad^^treet  was  elected  to  the  same  office. 
From  that  time  they  devoted  tlieir  lives  to  the  interests  of  the  company, 
holding  various  higl)  offices,  and  had  at  times  committed  to  .them  the 
arrangement  of  business  of  vital  consequt^nce  to  the  cnlnt^y.  On  board 
the  "Arbella,"  Mar.  iWd,  Dudley  was  chosen  Deputy-Governor  In  place  of 
Mr.  John  Humphrey,  who  was  to  stay  behind  in  England. 

On  Monday,  March  23d.  the  little  hand  of  Puritans  set  sail  In  their  four 
small  vessels,  the  "Arbella,"  "Talbot."  "A nil)rose,"  "Jewell."  Most  of  the 
prominent  people  were  on  the  ''Arl>ella.''  Among  them  were  Isaac 
Johnson  and  his  wife,  the  delicate  liady  Arhella;and  iiere,  too,  was  the 
governor,  John  Winthrop.  With  tliem,  without  doubt,  were  Mrs.  Hrad- 
street.  her  father,  mother  and  husband .  "From  April  6tli  till  June  12th 
they  did  not  again  set  foot  on  dry  land  and  then  it  was  to  tread  the  soil  of 
the'New  World."  They  had  a  lon^  '  old,  rainy  voyage,  the  dreariness  of 
which  they  tried  to  cheer  by  pn  aelying.  singing,  fasts  and  thanksgiving. 
Small  wonder,  that  the  heart  of  our  poetess  thus  called  upon  to  leave  her 
native  country  with  Its  many  attractions,  and  her  pleasant  home  with  its 
dear  associations,  rebelled  for  a  while  at  the  desolate,  even  dangerous 
prospect  before  her.  On  the  t*eveuty -second  day  of  their  voyage  the  home- 
sick, sea-worn  travellers  came  in  sight  of  the  rocky  but  welcome  shores  of 
Mt.  Desert.  ''We  had  now.  fair  sunsliine  weatlier  and  so  pb-asant  a  sweet 
air  as  did  much  refresh  us,  and  there  cuuie  a  smell  oti  the  shore  like  the 
smell  of  a  garden,"  writer  Winthrop. 

They  lande  1  if  S  deui,  Iben  aft<'r  e\pb)ring  the  Charb—  and  Mystic 
Hivers  they  brougtit  tiieir  goods  to  Churlestown  and  here  made  a  settle- 
ment of  fifteen  hundred  people.  The  colony  here  was  broken  up  because 
of  lack  of  rnnnintr  water,  general  sickue.-s,  fte..  and  tliey  went  for  a  wliile 
to  Boston  across  the  river.  In  December,  luau,  tliey  decided  upon  Cain- 
bridge  (then  called  Newtown  )  as  a  good  location  for  their  colony.  Here 
Dudley  and  l^radstreet  botfi  resided,  tlie  f()rmer's  hou^e  standin^r  at  the 
corner  of  the  present  Dunster  and  Soutti  streets.  Bradstreet's  stood  near 
the  colleges,  on  the  spot  where  the  University  Bookstore  of  Messrs.  Sever 
and  Francis  on  Harvard  Square,  now  i-^.  Here  Madam  Bradstreet's  first 
poem  was  written  in  1632,  at  the  age  of  19,  "  Upon  a  Fit  of  Sickness.  " 

In  1636.  Dudley  and  Brad  street  are  found  enrolled  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Ii><\vif-h.  Tliore  they  continued  from  16"Jo  till  Ifill.  Mrs.  Brad- 
street  mentions  lier  residing  there,  but  we  have  no  particulars  respecting 
her  stay  in  that  town.  One  of  her  long  poems,  A  Dialogue  between  Old 
£ngland  and  New, "  was  written  there* 
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On  the  4th  of  March.  1631  or  '6.  we  have  this  record: "It  Is  ordered  that 
the  land  ahoute  Cochichowicke  fihall  be  reserved  for  an  Inland  plantation," 
etc.  Thift  ia  tlie  first  iii»'iiti  )n  of  what  was  afterv^ar*!  the  town  of  Andovcr. 
The  early  settlenientd  were  made  in  that  part  uear  Coohiohowicke  Brook, 
now  known  as  yorth  Andover.  To  this  tetUement  eome  Simon  Bradstreet 
and  hi>^  wife  sotnetimo  pr<'\  iotis  to  1044.  Hero  Nfadam  Hrad'street  lived  a 
buay,  useful  life,  ber  time  fully  occupied  by  the  care«»  of  her  family,  atteo- 
danee  on  re>lffrlott8  mooting,  and  other  dntfe«  fnonmbenl  upon  ber  as  the 
\vir»' of  a  popular  majfistiatp.  II<  r  IiiisVi  i tu) .  too,  w«is  oft»'n  absent  from 
home  for  loni;  periods,  inteut  upou  the  LubiiieHs  of  the  colony,  oooe  even 
returning:  to  Rng'Iand. 

Thogo  \vor«^  timns  of  prrpnt  ti'looni  niul  Imrdslifp  to  onr  poptf^'^-^.a-*  tlip  Tet- 
ters written  to  her  husband  at  tho!4e  period-^  will  ^ttow.  The  time  whicli  »he 
iipent  In  ▼erse-makin^wafi  curtailed  from  beraleep  and  other  refreshments. 
'J  lie  houfle  wliioli  they  ocrtipfod  tfuTP  was  burned  to  tlip  nrnnnd  July  10, 
imui.  Many  uf  her  books  a\h\  valuable  umnn«»oripts  were  thus  destroyed 
amoufT  them  the doelnfr  part  of  her  poem,  '-  I  ho  Four  Monarchies,'*  on 
which  she  had  spent  much  time  and  labor.  The  acL-ident  was  so  discour- 
aginpr  that  she  had  no  heart  to  proceed  further,  and  left  the  poem  forever 
unfinished. 

Xot  far  from  tlie site  of  the  fltsi  ineetinjjf-hou^e  of  AnfN>ver  is  a  large, 
olcl-fa^liioned  house,  the  oldest  in  tlie  place.  It  has  always  been  believed 
in  the  town  that  this  was  the  Governor's  house,  built  to  take  the  place  of 
that  burned,  and  its  sI^kp,  solidity  and  position  tend  to  stron^rthen  the 
belief.  If  so  Madunt  IJradslroet  must  have  livtjil  ia  it  a  few  yeaiH,  as  she 
did  not  die  till  1672.  six  years  after  the  Bre  and  then  in  Andover.  The 
house  was  later  known  to  be  the  residence  of  their  son  Dudley.  It  stand*^ 
on  the  old  Haverhill  and  Boston  road,  within  a  few  feet  of  the  way,  and 
has  a  southerly  aspect.  It  has  two  full  stories  in  front  but  sloped  to  a  sin- 
gle one  in  the  rear.  The  doors  are  small  and  low.  The  frame  of  the  house 
IS  very  heavy  with  massive  old  timbers;  an  immense  chimney  runs  up  in 

the  centre. 

Mrs.  Brad^treet  bad  eight  ohlldrea.  First,  SamueU  who  was  educated 
at  Harvard  Coll^  and  praetle#d  as  a  physlolan  In  Boston  for  manr 

years,  died  in  the  island  of  .Tamaica  where  ho  had  removed. 
Second,  Dorothy,  who  married  the  Hev,  Seattom  Cotton,  eldest  sou  of  the 
BeT.  John  Cotton  of  Eoston.  Third,  Sarah,  who  married  Bfehard  Hnbbard 

at  Tpswleli.  brother  of  tlie  Rev.  Wllliaui  ITuhbard,  the  historian,  \ffer 
his  death,  she  married  MaJ.  Samuel  Ward  of  Marblehead.  fourth,  Simon, 
also  ednoated  at  HarTard.  and  ordained  pastor  of  the  ehnreh  at  New  Lon- 
don, Conn.,  in  icTo.  Fifth.  TIannali.  marrierl  AtmIt-' w  Wig-s'ln  of  Evetor, 
X.  H.  Sixth,  Mercy,  married  Maj.  Nathaniel  Wade  uf  Medford.  Heveutb. 
Dudley,  who  resided  in  Andover,  holding  severAl  important  oAees  in  the 
town.  Diirinpr  the  witchcraft  delusion  ho,  ;r-  tTiai^istrate,  granteiJ  tfii^tv  or 
forty  warrants  fur  the  apprehension  and  imprisonment  of  tiie  supposud 
witobes,  iNit  refusing  to  grant  more  he  fell  himself  a  victim  to  the  same 
rharq-e  and  wa«  ohlip^ed  tn  secrete  himself  for  a  wliile.  He  died  in  1702, 
having  won  the  love  and  confidence  of  his  fellow  townsmen.  Eighth, 
John,  Dorn  In  Andover  16o2  and  resided  in  TopsHeld  on  (Governor  Brad* 
street's  grant  of  land  in  tlip  eastern  part  of  the  town.  IT«>  married  Harah, 
daughter  of  Rev.  William  Patkiusi  ui  this  town.  They  ijad  five  cliildren. 
He  died  in  Topsfleld,  Jan.  11.1718. 

All  but  one  doutrhter,  Dt)r'>thy,  were  living-  at  the  time  of  Madam  Brad- 
street's  death  In  hiTii,  at  tlie  age  of  sixty.  II«r  burial  place  is  unknown. 
No  stone  bearing  her  name  can  be  found  in  the  old  buryini?  ground  at  An- 
dover. Tt  is  probable  that  her  remains  were  deposited  in  her  fatfier's 
tomb  in  lioxbnry.  It  is  also  unfortunate  that  there  is  no  portrait  of  iter 
in  existence.  Four  years'after  her  death,  ber  husband  married  again,  this 
time  to  the  widow  of  Capt.  Joseph  tiardner  of  Saiem,  and  daughter  of 
Emmanuel  Dowuing. 

Anno  Bradstreet's  deseead*&ts  have  been  numeraos  and  many  hava 
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achieved  fame  in  the  world  uf  lettei'<^.  Some  of  the  most  noted  are,  her 
grand.son,  Rev.  Simon  Bradstreet.  who  thougrh  eccentric,  was  one  of  tbe 
most  learned  men  of  his  day.  J)r.  William  EUery  Charming,  the  celebrat- 
ed divine.  Rev.  Joseph  Buckminster  of  Portsmoutli  and  liis^son.  Richard 
II.  Dana,  the  poet,  and  the  Hon.  Richard  11.  Dana.  Jr.,  eminent  as  a  man 
of  letters  and  lawyer.  Dr.  Oliver  Wendell  tiolmes,  poet  and  humorist, 
Mr.  Wendell  Phillips,  tlie  urator. 

Mrs.  Bradstreet's  poems  show  that  she  has  heen  a  faithful  student  of 
history,  an  assiduous  reader  and  a  keen  observer  of  nature  and  of  what 
was  taking  place  both  at  home  and  abroad.  Uer  familiarity  with  tlie 
liible  is  apparent  all  through  her  writing:^.  l)u  Bartas,  a  French  poet 
whose  works  were  regarded  with  much  favor  by  the  Puritans,  was  lier 
favorite  author.  The  general  idea  of  her  longer  poems  must  have  been 
suggested  by  a  study  t)f  liis  works.  Bir  Phillip  Sidney,  writer,  poet,  and 
Boldier,  was  another  favorite,  as  ber  eulogy  on  him  will  sliow. 

Although  Madam  Brad8treet*s  works  may  be  greatly  inferior  to  what 
women  since  her  day  hove  accomplished,  up  to  that  time  no  poet  of  her 
sex  in  Europe  had  written  anvthing  of  equal  literary  merit.  She  was  a 
lovlnff  wife  and  a  tender  mother.  Her  oblldren  were  constantly  on  her 
mind.  Prompted  hy  her  love  for  them  she  wrote  out  her  religious  experi- 
ences in  a  little  book,  in  which  she  also  kept  a  record  of  sickueas,  religion, 
eto.  The  book  is  thus  dedicated : 
**To  my  dear  children  :— 

This  hook  by  any  yet  uiiretxl, 
I  leiivo  for  yoii  when  1  uin  <len<l ; 
That  Im>1ii^  jjon*'  hiTf  you  miiy  find 
Whal  was your  ll\  iii!.'  inoilu'r's  iiilnd- 
Mttkv  U8«  of  vsimt  I  U'iwo  in  lovu. 
And  Ood  sball  bleMs  you  from  above.  ** 

From  some  of  her  poems  it  appears  that  she  must  have  loved  to  wander 
in  the  woods  and  fields  and  have  found  there  the  eomputiionship  which 
she  missed  elsewhere.  Her  constant  studying  and  writing  had  evidently 
exposed  her  to ^he  criticism  of  her  neighbors.  The  fact  of  a  woman's 
beinp:  able  to  compose  anvthing  of  any  merit  was  then  regarded  with  the 
greatest  surprise  and  disdain.  Despite  the  danger  from  wild  beasts  which 
inhabited  the  woods,  and  the  Indians  whose  assaults  were  a  constant 
dread,  she  continued  to  visit  tield  and  forest,  meditating  on  their  wiuiiing 
charms  and  grand  and  silent  beauty:  and  to  ramble  along  the  banks  of 
lier  loved  Merrimn<»,  wliere  many  of  her  poems  were  compo<?ed.  T!im 
graceful  beauty  of  one  of  these,  her  "Contemplations"  leads  us  to  \s  l>h 
that  slie  had  spent  less  time  over  ber  hiatoriM  and  sou^^ht  more  often  the 
fair  face  of  nature.  This  one  poem  proves  her  more  truly  a  poet  than  the 
n)ony  others  whicli  she  wrote.  All  ilu;  poems  in  tlie  tirst  edition  of  her 
works  were  written  before  she  was  thirty,  though  they  were  not  published 
until  H'loO  and  then  without  her  eonsent  or  knowledpre.  The  later  editions 
contai n  several  poems  found  among  her  papers  at  her  death  and  which 
seem  not  intended  for  publication.  Having  had  from  birth  a  very  delicate 
constitution  and  through  life  many  sicknesses,  fevers,  etc.,  sl)e  bore  all 
witii  meekness  and  resignation.  In  spite  of  her  feeble  health  she  contin- 
ued to  write  till  near  the  date  of  her  death. 

In  1047,  Uev.  John  Woodbridge,  her  sister  Mercy's  husband,  sailed  for 
England,  taking  with  him  the  manuscript  poems  of  our  author.  These  he 
had  published  in  London  in  l»>r,o  under  the  title  of  "The  Tenth  Mufe  r>ately 
fpruug  up  iu  America.  Or  Several  Poems  compiled  with  great  variety  of 
Wit  and Xearning,— By  a  Gentlewoman  In  tbofe  parts."  They  were 
introciuced  to  tlie  reaiJer  in  a  short  preface  in  which  the  author  is  des- 
cribed as  "a  Woman,  honored  and  ef teemed  where  fhe  lives,  for  her  gra- 
cious demeanor,  her  eminent  parts,  her  pious  converfatlon,  her  courteous 
difposition,  her  exact  diligence  in  her  plnce,  af^d  difcreet  managing  of 
ber  family.  He  also  adds:  ^'I  feare  the  dif pleasure  of  no  perfon  in  the 
publifbing  of  thefe  Poems  but  the  Author's,  without  whofe  knowledge  and 
contrary  to  her  expeetations  I  have  prefumed  to  bring  to  publick  view 

6 


Digitized  by  Google 


1 


■what  flie  had  refol v(  (J  fliniild  ?ipver  in  fiicli  uiauuer  fee  the  Sun  "  The 
poems  were  iDOp.t  ext  I  ;i  \MiL:ii  II  t  ly  praised  on  their  appeanuu-e  by  llt  N  .  Jf. 
AVard.  Cotton  Matlier.  Rev.  Heuj.  Woodbridge.  President  ItogereoC  Har- 
vard r niversity,  and  otiiers. 

On  tlie  merits  of  her  productions  I  will  say  but  little,  leaviuf?  the  list- 
ener as  judjfe  for  himself.  One  can  hardly  expeet  tlinf  after  '"twic*  drink- 
ing'the  neetar  of  her  lines"  you  will  "welter  in  deli^jhi'  lilve  her  enihusi- 
astic  critic.  Pres.  Rojrers.  Even  if  they  do  not  show  much  poetic  R:enius, 
they  are  certainly  ronnirkable  when  we  consider  the  time,  place  and  cir- 
cumstances under  w  hich  they  were  written.  Rlie  must  have  been  a  brave 
singer  who  could  find  heart  for  song  amid  the  danger  and  hardships  inci- 
dent Upou  tife  in  the  2«iew  World  at  that  time.  Her  poems  are  quaint 
and  ourfooB.  They  eontafn  beaotirnl  and  original  thouglits,  some  of  which 
;irr  not  badly  express-* d  and  they  fortii  art  odd  and  \iilualtli'  it  lici  of  the 
<;Arli«fOt  literature  of  our  country.  Tiie  lintener  uiUHt  bear  in  mind  that  no 
confrpn!al  and  irlfted  mtnds  were  near  to  cheer  or  inspire  her.  no  circle  of 
brilliant  wits  to  jsliai  ix  ri  and  ?>righteii  hei-  intellect.  Slie  Iiad  no  beautiful 
environments,  no  fauiuus  wurkh  of  art  to  elevate  or  direct  her  tahte^  but 
th«  country  was  ft  barren  w-ilderness.  destitute  of  all  jioetteal  asRooiations. 
Wfe  was  then  a  series  of  harrl.  (>!>~tin  it-  facr^,  and  tin  projdf  ain«>ng 
whom  our  t^oui^streiM  wais  called  to  dwell  were  the  lu6t  in  tlio  world  to  en- 
courage or  appreciate  a  poet. 


The  Burning  of  Rea  Tavern,  Topsfield.  October,  1836. 

A  puptT  preparetl  hy  Mrs. T.  K.  Lciu-h  uiiU  read  l»«'f«irt'  lUf  TopsUi'ltl  Historical 
HocMj,  Krldajr  Evening,  AprU  Stb,  »M. 

In  the  year  IHHB,  Mr.  Leach  and  myself  were  married  and  came  to  Tops- 
fl<  Id  the  second  day  of  May.  We  tnovf'd  into  Mr.  Fred  Perley's  nn%v 
house,  the  one  own«  tl  by  .Mr.  Anditnv  (.ii)uld  io-da.\ .  In  the  house  lived 
four  families;  in  the  upper  tenements  lived  tlio  families  of  Nehemiah 
Raich  and  Joseph  Lovett.  nnd  !)ea.  .lohn  Wriirht  and  our  family  occupied 
the  lower  floor.  Mr.  Joliu  Wright  mannlactured  shoes  and  employed 
many  men,  some  of  whom  he  boarded  rn  his  own  family.  Of  the  many 
who  lived  in  the  house  at  that  time,  I  know  of  but  two  besides  myself 
who  are  alive  to-day,  Mr.  David  Adanjs  of  Lynn  and  Mr.  Nehemiah 
Balch's  son  Charles  of  I/owell,  who  was  a  mere  child  three  years  old,  at 
that  time.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  from  which  we  lived,  stood 
the  Ben  Tavern,  which  was  a  larpre  two-story  square  house,  a  barn  or  stable 
own<  (1  by  Mr.  .John  Itea.  and  a  t\vo->.tory  building,  which  Was  n.  c  ii[>i(>d  by 
the  lirui  of  Uerriok  &  Perkins  (Charles  Uerrick  and  Amos  Perkins)  in  the 
mannfactnre  of  shoes. 

.\f  fht  tiinr  nf  wliirli  T  wrilc  Wf  \v«  r<'  all  young  and  full  of  life  and  th>i 
calls  we  made  upon  one  another  were  uumerou*}  and  not  very  ceremoni- 
oas.  I  often  ran  across  the  street  to  see  Etisa  Bradstreet,  the  housekeeper 
..f  Mr.  J(din  K«  a,  and  Betsey  Gould,  tlie  maid  servant,  who  afterwards  oe- 
came  Mrs.  Samuel  Adamd.  As  Mr.  Uea  was  a  widower  and  Elisa  his 
honsolteepAr,  we  often  Joked  with  Ellsa  at  the  prospect  of  her  beoomlnfr 
Mrs.  "Rea,  which  ?'liza  wonM  protnj)tl.\  rrscnt.  Iletsey  was  not  slow,  and 
with  what  aid  1  could  give  her,  we  made  the  tavern  ring  with  laughter 
and  mirth. 

Now.  nbnnt  the  fire  which  consuni' d  the  tavern,  ^tablo  and  =!ioe  factory, 
in  tin  tall  of  the  year  I8H(5.  I  was  awakened  one  Monday  uiorning  in  Oc- 
tober, about  one  o'clock,  by  a  noise;  arousing  m3'  husband,  who  sprang  up 
aiid  look i no"  out  of  the  winrlow,  said,  " "\Ve  are  all  afire."  I  askt  d  liini  if  1 
had  time  to  dress,  and  he  »aid,  "It's  Rea's  house,"  and  gave  the  alarm  in 
the  bouse,  which  wasalfve  instantly.  T  went  to  the  front  room  and  looked 
out.  and  thr  flames  wore  just  bursting  out  of  the  Xorthwest  end  of  the 
tavern,  and  iiO  one  was  astir  but  the  hostler.  Joseph  Hastings,  who  was  in 
the  act  of  leading  out  one  of  th^-  lu>r->  Mr.  Kea  had  two,  both  of  which 
were  led  oat,  but  one  rushed  back  and  perished. 
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Mr.  Hastings  slept  in  the  attic  of  the  tn vt  rii  next  to  the  harn,  and  being- 
iuddenly  awakened  spran^r  from  his  bed  nnd  rushed  do^vl^ stairs  and  in  hi» 
descent  his  first  iiiipulso  was  to  awaken  the  inmates.  Opening  the  door  of 
a  Hi(ipro(»in  luHtupied  by  Mr.  Ilea's  brotlier'w  family  to  give  the  alarm,  lie 
wiis  siirpris<Ml  to  See  Mr.  Rea  dressed  in  his  Sunday  ch>thes,  witii  that  huge 
black  lii  t  ast  pin  nn,  of  !ii<  !i  «o  tmich  was  said  m  the  trial  wlilch  followed, 
a  dress  wliich  peoi)Ic  i  fiuai  k<(l  about  as  hardly  fittiusr  in  wliich  to  ttght  a 
flre.  Mrs.  Rea  was  dres.'itMl  in  a  fl  innel  nightgown,  ft  fir<^rment  which  her 
hiist)a ikI,  who  sn'd  1ip  c«iuM  not  tt  ll  what  would  luippen  before  morning, 
had  advised  hei  to  wear.  I  his  was  t*  stiflfd  to  by  Mrs  C'harles  H.  Ilolmt^s 
in  the  court,  being  so  infonntd  by  Nirs.  Rea.  Mr.  Rea  had  packed  hi» 
trunk,  which  he  took  up  to  Mr.  Moses  Wildes'  house,  and  threw  into  the 
window  by  the  end  door.  Mr.  Hastings  then  opened  the  door  to  Eliza's 
room;  she  was  fast  asleep  with  Mr.  Rea's  little  son. 

In  no  tinie  tlie  whole  \Mllage  was  aroused,  and  a  man  was  despatched  on 
horseliaek  to  Salem  for  an  engine  and  ladders,  which  came  with  ill  due 
speed.  The  engine  was  attarlifd  to  rhn  t()wn  well,  (the  one  in  use  to-day)» 
and  strange  to  say,  never  sucked  air  but  once.  Kev.  McKwen  stood  fcuard 
over  the  well,  that  no  water  should  be  wasted.  Mr.  Haniuel  Gould's  two 
wells  and  Capt.  MiitHhiy's  one  supplied  all  the  wut»»r  used  at  the  fire. 

The  house  in  which  we  lived  was  in  constant  peril,  and  the  manner  in 
which  we  saved  it  was  by  carrying  tubs  of  water  to  the  atHc  and  taking- 
the  clotlins  strippi'il  from  t he  bed,  puttlriLT  tlit'in  in:  '  fl  i  iu!>-;,  and  laying 
them  thoroughly  saturated  with  water  on  th*i  roof  and  kucpiug  them  so 
until  the  enirlne  arrived  from  8alem. 

Mr.  IVrli-y's  other  hou'^r-  (now  Mr.  .T.  V>.  Poor's)  was  used  by  ^fr.  Perley's 
brother  >t'atand  himself  as  a  variety  store;  it  was  fllled  with  goods,  and 
in  his  anxiety  to  save  it,  Nat,  who  went  totlie  roof  for  that  purpose,  slipped 
and  frdl  to  th*'  T..  injtirinir  him  seriously. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Kimball  had  nearly  finistied  his  house,  and  with  shavings 
and  boards  la.vln^r  around  the  fri^und  It  seemed  almost  sure  of  destruction, 
but  titnt  ly  arrival  of  fMigine  and  ladders,  wiiicli  brous^bt  a  large  number 
of  canvass  sales,  saved  that  and  other  buildings. 

When  1  came  from  the  attic  after  ns-istinj^  in  wettinir  the  blanTcets,  I 
met  Mr.  Ferity  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs;  he  said  tliat  we  must  clear  the 
house  as  it.  was  sure  to  go,  we  could  not  save  it.  I  commenced  to  pack;  I 
toolc  a  very  lar^e  band-box,  (large  enouiih  to  hold  a  dozen  bonnets  like 
those  worn  iin\v-a-days>,  and  pnt  itito  it  my  dinner  Mf»t.  eomnrising  two 
dozen  imps  ami  sauc«'rs.  milk  pitciier,  sugar  bowl,  two  d()/,<  n  plates,  glass 
cup-plates,  and  prt'serve  dishes,  that  fille(j  the  box.  This  1  did  in  my  par- 
lor, and  then  took  tlit  tn  to  the  outer  door  TIkmi  someliody  said,  "  Here, 
Mrs,  I.each.  let  me  take  the  baski*t.  '  Of  this  I  was  tiuinkful,  it  was  .so 
liOAvy.  The  man  carried  it  to  Mr.  Benjamin  Kimball's  land,  and  jn>-t  a-^ 
he  was  in  the  aet  of  «*»tting  it  down,  out  came  the  bottom  of  tlit-  l>ox.  I 
was  fortnnati^  in  tiiis  accident,  as  but  two  glass  dishes  were  brolvt  n,  a  fact 
which  I  discov^^red  when  I  went  to  fret  them  after  the  danger  from  the  tire 
had  passetl.  I  was  thoroughly  surprised,  however,  to  find  that  I  could  not 
lift  the  box,  try  as  ban!  as  1  could,  when  1  attt-nipted  to  take  it  into  the 
house.  We  got  it  l>a('k  at  last. and  as  they  were  bringing  it  in,  »  terrible 
crash  came.  I  thought  my  disbcs  b^d  trooM  at  last,  but  it  li  ipp^^nod  to  be 
the  ladder  that  went  through  the  window  as  they  were  takiu';  them  from 
the  house. 

Many  amusing  thiuAfS  occurred  while  we  were  preparing  to  leave  the 
house.  I  wanted  to  save  my  milk  pitcher,  «o  tnrnecl  the  milk  which  it 
contained  on  th<'  floor.  Mrs.  Raich,  in  saving  her  linen,  tied  il  up  in  a 
siieet,  and  her  camphor-bottle  she  emptied  into  the  sink;  the  odor  of  cam- 
plior  was  present  with  n«  lonir  after  the  flre.  I  looked  for  my  wedtling 
dress,  which  wa-  a  la\  >  nd)'r  silk,  and  found  it  in  the  wood  bas'ket,  and  a 
rug  tucked  into  a  bureau  drawer. 

$!o  after  the  flre,  as  in  all  country  towns,  things  quieted  down  and  we 
thought  but  little  about  it  till  the  next  Sunday  morning,  when  my  hus- 
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band  came  in  and  RHid,  "Two  men  were  liun^^  last  iiiu'ht  on  tlic  ^iffn.post." 
I  another  sciire.  but  he  laughed  and  added,  "  only  in  elUpy/'  1  went 
to  the  front  wind<»w  and  !»ure  enough  there  Iiuiik  what  appeared  to  he  two 
men;  one  had  a  brea.<»tphi  niHd«  of  leather,  wh  eh  was  oon?<pifuou8  by  Its 
immensity.  Onr  good  man  Sa  iiuel  Hood,  learning  of  thi.s,  and  as  it  was 
our  good  old  New  Knglan«l  Sahhath  when  all  were  expected  to  go  to 
church  hurried  to  the  scene  hidder  in  hand,  and  soon  brought  them  to  the 
l^round.  and  laid  them  away.  Other  eyes  gaw  this,  and  when  the  opportu- 
nity came,  as  it  diti  after  the  people  were  in  church,  bi^ought  out  the  de- 
posed effigies,  and  laid  then)  across  the  wall  thut  fnmtrd  Ihr  burnt  dhtrir-t. 

Of  cuun»e  the  tire  wiis  the  one  theme  talked  uboui  (or  a  long  time,  and 
It  Inaked  ant  that  Rf>8  found  a  tetter  threatening  him  If  he  eontlnned  hfg 
visits  to  see  A  1 1  i wyer,  t nat  h Is  I)tiildiii;^s  woul  I  h»*  l)iiriit  over  his  head. 
Ue  iMiid  that  he  (licked  the  Letter  up  on  returuiiig  fnnn  one  ul  his  vbitd  to 
the  lady,  and  that  he  nian  knew  who  wrf»te  it.  People  remarked  very  fr^n- 
t'lally  rliiit  it  was  hl^'li  time  such  fulks  were  brought  to  jnstkM-.  and  if  he 
or  his  brother  Samuel  knew  who  It  was  that  did  suoh  a  thiu£^.  he  should 
be  brougrht  out  In  a  trial.  Tt  became  so  nnoomfortahle  for  thope  Immedi- 
att'ly  interested  Th  it  a  warrant  was  sworn  out,  and  Eliza  Bradstreet  waa 
arrested  by  Sheritf  Sprague  of  Salem  or  a  charge  of  arson.  Parson  Me 
Ewen  tendered  to  the  Sheriff  hia  house,  (now  owned  by  Mrs.  Ephraim 
Foahody),  while  he  had  Klizn  in  charge,  wbtcb  wat  accepted  by  tbem. 
They  reniained  there  during  the  whole  trial. 

The  cMirt  aeaembled  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Academy  building,  and 
last»-d  i'lt'v»  n  day-.  .T.  W.  Proctor.  K«q.,  of  South  Danvers,  p'  "-i'lf >  !.  Asa- 
hi  I  IIuntiiiLrtun  of  .'^alfUi  was  counsel  for  the  government  and  Leverett 
Salton-^tall.  ]<.>(]  .  oi  i^a lent,  appeared  for  Eliza.  The  attorneys  King  and 
Mack  of  8alem  assisted  In  th<  trt  il,  but  in  what  capacity  I  am  unable  to 
write.  There  was  little  work  done  at  home;  every  lady  ia  the  town  at- 
tend<  il  court.   I  was  there  e^ery  day. 

Mt.  Ilnntin^'^ton  made  the  opening  address,  during  which  ho  ln^ld  aloft 
the  leiier  tliuiJoliu  Uea  naid  that  he  had  found,  and  in  a  high  and  power- 
ful voice,  declared  that  he  should  prove  the  charge  by  it,  she,  Eliza,  hav- 
ing gone  over  it  with  her  pen  after  it  was  written,  which  was  called  ''paint- 
ing." Mr.  Huiuuel  Kea  had  the  severest  exauiinatiou.  I  tiiink  he  was  on 
the  stand  four  or  flve  days,  and  that  beautiful  breastpin  was  often  allud- 
ed to. 

The  trial  waxed  warm  and  bitter,  lasting,  as  I  have  written,  eleven  days, 

days  that,  t III- sou  wt  tit  down.  i;r«'w  darker  and  darker  for  Eliza,  l)ut 
oonfldence  in  his  client,  and  satisfaction  in  the  result  that  he  would  prove 
to  the  world  that  Ellsa  Bradstreet  was  Innooent  of  the  charge  of  arson.— 
a  chartie  act ua t«'d  by  selfl-li  and  nnkimi  nioti\ cs— sjuirrrd  on  Saltonstall. 
The  thunder  clan  came  when  his  brother  took  the  stand,  and  in  answer  to 
the  question.  "  Iitd  your  sister  ever  write  to,  you?*'  replied  with  an  em- 
phatfc  ••No."  Did  ^ho  ever  give  anv  reason."  continued  S;»Uon-»tall,  to 
which  he  replied.  '  Yes."  Dear  brotf)er,  my  will  is  good  enough,  but  I 
cannot  write.*  Others  testified  to  this  fact,  which  appeared  to  be  the  do* 
ofdinLT  noint  in  the  trial. 

When  the  trial  was  ended,  tlie  court  adjourned  to  the  church  for  the 
closing  pleas.  Two  days  elapsed  before  we  the  verdict,  but  on  the 
innrniuL'of  tlo-  KIi  of  March,  1H.'57,  Eliza  Bradstreet  wn*'  acqnitted  of  the 
citarge  of  arson.   The  verdict  wa-^,  •  Could  not  sustain  the  charge." 

The  bells  pealed  forth  the  joyful  news.  It  was  the  day  that  President 
Hnren  was  innnq'nrated.  and  the  people OUt  Of  town  thought  Topsfleld 
was  getting  unusually  patriotic. 

In  doefoff  this  paper  I  will  say  that  this  is  written  from  memory,  and 
not  from  notes.  I  do  not  think  tlial  T  liavp  ini<«<]Moted  anyone,  or  ml^^sta- 
ted  any  of  the  facts.  Of  the  principals  in  this  famous  trial,— a  trial  which 
was  never  recorded  save  by  Ilim  who  knoweth  all  thin^rs  that  are  done  in 
this  earth, — I  will  -ay  that  Mr.  John  Rca  married  .\nn  Sawyer,  and  moved 
to  the!  Britiiih  Provinces,  and  Eliza  Bradstreet  became  Mrs.  Silas  Co- 
chrane. 
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Topsfield  Minute  Men  at  the  Battle  of  Lexington. 


"At  a  Meeting  of  the  Alarm  JA^t  and  Trainlnjr  Band  of  tlif  Foot  com- 
pany, in  T»>i>ffli'ld,  on  tlieotli  of  Dt'cember.  1774.  to  t'linose  otfleer;?  for  the 
said  Coinmmy,  (agreeable  to  Hie  atlvice  of  the  l'roviiu  i;i  1  Conyrrt'ss),  vo- 
ted, Mr.  Stephen  Perkioe;.   li  t iriiiati;  voted,  Mr.  Joseph  (icMiId.  Captain. 

Th.'  Day  l^eing  Spent,  a  Motion  was  niado  for  said  Meeting  to  bo  adjourned 
to  the  next  M  »rnin:^,  9  *>  clock;  tlin  Question  wa?*  put  and  passed  In  the 
Afllrmative  and  accordin^rly  said  Meetinj;  was  adjourned  to  said  Time. 
l)rMM  !^iber  ().    Said  Alarm  IJsi  and  Trainiiiff  Hand  met  aocordiiiM:  to  ad» 


the  otiier  OtlU-ers  \ty  a  great  Majority.  The  seeond  Company  vott  d  Mr. 
Stephett  r»Mkin-.  Captain;  Mr.  Samuel  Dodtfe.  Lieutenant;  Mr.  David 
Perkins.  Jinsitfn  ;  and  all  the  other  Officers  by  a  K'«eat  Majority." 

£t»sex  Gazette,  Dec.  27, 1774. 

The  foUowlnfc  Master  Kolls  were  copit^d  from  the  State  Archives  by  Geo. 
Frfi.  Dow,  and  the  dates  of  birth  and  death  were  inserted  hy  the  late  John 
Hood  Gould. 

North  Word  Con^paoy- 

A  r<dl  of  the  Cotnpany  which  marched  from  Topsfteld  under  the  Com- 
numd  cf  Capt.  Stephen  Perkins  in  cousequence  of  the  alarm  on  ye  19th 
Aprilf  1775. 


('apt.  Stephn  Perkins 
Lt.  Solo  J>od!^e 
2d  lit.  David  Perkins 
Ser.  Sam'l  Bradstreet 

.Jacob  Kimball 
•*   Nath'i  Dormaii 

Tho».  Cummfnirs 

Corp*l  Jieiij  Ilobbs 
*•     Eitra  Perkins 
«•     .Toiitah  Lamson 

Nath'l  Av.  i.  !I 
Isaac  Averell 
Amos  Averell 
J);iiri  !*.n:ir;liTtan 
John  liatchelor 
Israel  Clarke 
Josiah  <  'iitnminjr^ 
Ephraim  Donnaii 
Stephen  Foster 
Will.  Gallop 

llez  h  IIod<rskins   d.  Nwv 
Nath'l  Mammon 
I<aa<*  Hobf>- 
David  liobbri 


UOUN. 

1726 


1720 
172» 

I7:H4 
1740 
1741 

1740 
17-.:} 
17.')i 
1747 
1710 
1747 
17.V2 
174:{ 
1782 
17r)(J 
1741 
1741 
I7ri0 

Ipswic 

1757 
174;< 
1752 


tilED. 

1700 

IWKl 
1777 

IHIO 
1771) 
1H0<> 
18  W 
I.S24 
1H3« 
181 1 
18H5 
iMtC. 
1 80;  5 
181D 
1790 


1818 
I7tfl 


h.  N.  H. 
1842 

lb3U 


Jon*ft  Ilobba 
|{<>nja  Hood 
Ivery  ll«)vey 
Richard  Hood 

.lohn  J/iinson 

Amos  Li»w 

Aaion  Kneeland 
I  TtHPiiia-  Pi'i-kins 

Sauil.  I'-  ikiiis 
I  Kob  t  I'l  ri\ins 
'  ( )li ver  IN  rk iti-^ 
!  .Jacob  Pt  itbotly 
[  SU'pli'n  l*erkins 
'  Zeb  u  Perkins 
I  .Joseph  Perkina 
I  Elisha  Perkins 

.Jos.  .Syiiionds 

Jacob  Sy 111 onda 
iDanM  I'owne 
.Jacob  Towne 
Mo"ii's  Wildes 
Kpirm  Wildes 
.lao.  LeEavour 

J 


HOK.V.  DIED. 

17&4 

l8:iH 

1748 

1801 

I7.'><; 

1816 

1751 

1824 

17.">6 

1752 

1754  d. 

Me. 

1725 

1801 

17:^0 

1810 

1728 

1801 

1744 

1825 

1745 

17iHi 

174b 

1810 

17;<8 

1805 

1745 

1749 

1749 

iHOt 

I7:u? 

1808 

1728 

1807 

1740 

1810 

1714 

1812 

1748 

18;^ 
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The  eomp;iny  marched  60  miles  and  saw  2^  days  service*  Capt.  Per- 
kins received  £1  i}i<,  wtiile  tlie  privates  of  the  company  received  lOe-8. 

Soutll  Ward  Company^ 

A  master Koll  of  €:ipt.  Joseph  Gould;  Company  of  the  Hilltfa  whereof 

John  H :ik<'r  K-'|.  i-  Coll.  wlio  mar^'Ii-Ml  on  tin-  MUli  d  iv  of  April  last  paat  in 
coQsequoQce  of  the  Alurin  maUa  ou  tliat  Day  by  the  Kugrlisn  Troops. 

Topsfleld,  JDecember  96, 


Capt.  Joseph  (lOuLd 
Lieut.  Sam^l  Caniminjpi 

Ell-.  Ti)<)s.  M  )\v«^r 

•Surgt.  Nehe^niah  Herric 
John  Peabody 
David  Towne,  jr. 
"     Thomas  Porter 

Corp.  Cornelius  llalcl) 
*•     Khr-uP7,fi  Knight 
*•      iU  iij.  Uouid 

Drum  Elijah  Perkins 

T):»vi(i  fialch,Jr. 

liobert  Balch 

David  Baioli,  ad. 

iioger  llulch 
Israel  li.ilcih 
Samii>  l  lialch 
David  Halch 
Daniel  Bifcsbe,  Jr. 
Dudley  r>itfwt>e 
lieiijatttiti  Brown 
ThotnaH  Baker,  jr. 
Henry  Bradstreet 
Daniel  Bijjsbo 
John  Cree 
Samuel  Cree 
•Joseph  Cree 
Barthol  *  \v  Dwinel 
John  Dwiuel 
Daniel  Eataey 


BORN. 

1715 
1782 


niKi). 
1796 


d.  Vt. 
180*2 

IS15 

1705 


1^1 

1812 

died 
N.  II. 
1H42 
1778 


18iK 
1775 
17»4 


1801 

ittib 


Wm  Eat^ey 
Nathan ifll  Fisk 

Sam  no!  Fnk 
Simon  (inuld 
Thomss  Gould 
Zaccli'-u-  Gould 
John  (j  tuld,  Jr. 
John  Gould,  ad 
Xath'l  Gould 
Daniel  Gould 
Joiiu  Could 
Knos  Knight 
Benj.  Kimball 
Kliezer  Lake,  Jr. 
Kliezer  Luke 
Daniel  Porter 
Moses  Perkins,  jr. 
Thomas  Perking, ad 
Mosies  Perkins 
William  Ray 
John  Ray,  jr. 
John  Ray 

Ephriam  Towrie,  Jr. 
Joseph  To  woe 
Joseph  Towne,  jr. 
A rcli .  T*>\v tie 
>^tepbeii  Towne,  jr. 
David  Towne 
J (>rem iah  Towoe,  Jr. 
Win.  Towne 
Joshua  Towne 


BOKV.  niBI). 

174^ 

mi 

1747 
1755 
1732  1778 


The  company  marched  00  miles  aud  saw  a  service  of  :\  to  5  days.  Capt. 
Gouid  was  pai*ajEl-6-5,  wliile  the  privates  received  about  12s.  l^^d.  as  au 
average. 
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William  Tuwiie,  his  Daughters,  and  tlie  Witchcraft 

Delusions. 

By  Hbs.  Abbib  W.  Townb. 


Tho  name  of  Tovviie  not  one  of  frequent  occurrence  in  England  ;  the 
lirst  tiiemiDii  i)f  it  is  in  A.  D.  1227.  Tlie  next  we  liear  of  the  nuine  is  Olie 
tiuiidreil  and  tliirty  years  later,  in  the  reif»n  or  Henry  IV..  when  upon  the 
window?*  of  the  cliurch  in  Kenningtun,  Kent  Co.,  unpaled  with  that  of 
Ellis  of  the  same  place,  were  the  arnif  of  a  family  hy  this  tiaine  heinjf, 
<n'!/f  /i(,  OH  a  f/n  vroHi,  HobU,  three  crosH  crossieia^  ennine.  Tl)e  next  refer- 
ence to  the  name  known  to  the  writer,  Is  In  the  county  of  Lincoln  where 
it  has  existed  for  more  than  four  hundrf'd  y<-ars. 

Kichard  Towne  of  Braceby  in  the  county  of  Lincoln,  married  Ann, — 
they  had  tenehfldren;  one  of  these  children,  Witiiam,  was  baptized  May 
81.  lt>03,  and  is  supi)o>^t'd  U)  bf-  our  Anplo-American  progenitin-.  Ann 
To  woe's  will  was  proved  May  iU.  16^0.  William  B.  Towne  of  Brookliae, 
Mass.,  has  a  copy  of  this  wtlf.  That  our  Witliatn  was  the  son  of  Rtehard 
and  Ann  is  pr()l)al)lr,  but  there  is  no  absolute  proof,  and  before  wo  jfo  on  ti> 
,  the  facts  that  we  can  pro ve«  r  wish  to  speak  of  another  Wiliiam  Towne 
who  came  to  America.  He  was  living:  at  Cambridfire.  Maes.,  In  1696;  was 
M  as  niadf' a  fff cnian  or  vdtpr  in  IfvH,  and  was  quitt^  a  prominent  man  in 
the  infant  colony.  ILe  married  Martha — and  died  in  1686,  leavintr  two 
children,  Peter  and  Mar^.  Peter  was  married  but  left  no  son  and  thus 
eJided  thp  family  name  in  Caniljridy:.*.  I  have  spf)keii  f  this  William 
because  1  do  not  think  it  generally  known  that  there  were  two;  this  has 
caused  much  confusion  in  times  past. 

William  Towne  of  Salem.  Mass,,  is  the  father  of  tlin  Towne  race  in 
America.  Mr.  Cleveland  says  in  his  centennial  address  in  ISoO,  "His 
descendants  have  settled  in  two-thirds  of  the  states  of  the  T'nion,"  and 
Mr.  Hubbard  says  in  his  Towne  j^enenlo'^y,  "There  are  few  faniilics  dn- 
rlving  their  name  from  a  singh  pair  liiar  can  show  a  larger  number  of 
d('S(  (>ndant  than  William  and  Joanna  (Blessing)  Towne.  Counting  only 
tho  descendants  of  tilt- Towne  dauglitpfs  of  the  first  and  second  gennra- 
tions,  a  list  of  more  tlian  ten  thousatul  might  be  easily  made  out  witltout 
coming  down  later  than  the  earlier  part  of  the  nineteenti)  century.'' 

William  Towne  and  Joanna  l?lessing  were  married  at  St.  Nieliols 
church,  Yarmouth,  Norfolk  Co.,  England,  Muich  ^j,  1020.  Their  cliildren 
were -Rebecca,  baptized  Feb.  21,  h521,  married  l^'rancis  Nurse  of  Salem 
Villap:e:  John,  baptiz.-d  Yoh.  in.  ]C,'2\.  dler}  bf»f«»re  father;  Susanna,  bap- 
tized Oct.  20,  1020,  died  boft>re  lier  latlier;  Kdmuiul,  baptized  June  28  lt>28, 
married  Mary  Browning  of  Salem ;  Jacob,  baptized  March  11,  1032,  mar- 
ried Catherine  .Symondj*  of  Salem  ;  Mary,  baptized  Autr.  21.  lt>'4.  married 
Isaac  Esty  of  Topsfleld ;  "^arah,  baptized  Sept  3,  marrit^d  Edmund 

Bridircs.  and  second.  Pet*  r  (  loise;  .Joseph,  baptized  Sept.  8,  164B,  married 
Phebe  Perkins,  daughter  of  Deacon  Thos.  Perkins. 

Tlie  first  we  hear  of  this  family  in  Salem,  Kssex  Co.,  Is  in  the  book  of 
early  grants,  where  the  fallowing  appears:  '"8  mo.  1040,  granted  to  Wm. 
Towne  a  little  neck  of  land  right  over  against  his  house  on  tlu;  oilier  side 
of  the  river."  William  Towne's  residence  was  in  that  part  of  Salem 
known  as  Nortlifields.  TTf  remained  at  this  place  until  10.'}!,  when  he 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  in  Topsfleld  of  William  Paine  of  Ipswich,  con- 
taining '*forty  acres  of  ground  or  thereabouts,  whereof  six  acres  Is  hy  the 
seller,  wbich'Wm.  Howard  of  Topsfit  id  Imilt,  and  ib  >nt  tliirty-tvvo  acres 
joining  up  to  the  sayd  six  acres  eastward  of  it,  part  of  which  is  plow 
ground  another  part  is  meadow,  another  part  Is  upland  unplowed  all  lying 
together  baving  the  adow  and  plow  "rpound  of  the  said  William  Howard 
towards  the  east,  and  the  ground  of  Walter  Ropes  towards  the  north  and 
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a  certain  river  towards  tlie  suiitli,  also  a  little  meadow  of  about  two  acres 
Ifeinir  on  the  Boath  side  of  the  river.  '  In  ]G52  he  sold  his  propertv  in 
Halctn  :^nfi  piirrhaspd  additional  lands  in  TopsUeld.  In  IftRH  "fn  considera^ 
tion  of  natural  aJfectlon  and  the  contemplated  marriage  of  their  son 
Joseph  Towne  to  Phebe  Perkins,  dau;:>:hti'!r  of  Doa.  Thomas  Perkins,  he  and 
his  wife  conveyed  to  tl)«'ir  sdii  Jos^pli  two-thlrd>  of  the  hamn  whf>r»^fn 
they  then  did  dwell  witli  bari»,  out  lioiises.  yard,  j,;ardens,  orchards,  lying 
sit iiatp  and  befnip  in  Top^Held  together  with  a  parcel  of  land,  etc.,  etc. 
All  tfu'^e  conveyances  being  made  witli  tli»^  do^ire  that  their  son  Joseph 
s^huuld  have  the  first  refusal  of  the  remaining  third  when  the  same  should 
be  for  sale.  William  Towne  died  about  1672;  his  widow  seems  to  have 
survived  him  aboul  ten  years.  The  sons  wore  prominent  men;  we  find 
their  names  many  times  as  appraisers  of  estates.  In  1069  Edmond  and 
Jac<»b  laid  <»iit  tlu-  road  leading  south  from  the  hridiro  near  their  fatli^'r's 
house.  This  road  whs  to  be  one  pole  wide,  and  luudt  be  one  of  the  oldest 
roads  on  the  south  side  of  the  river. 

It  is  hardly  iifoesiiary  for  me  to  give  any  ac<'ount  <>r  tin  witchcraft 
deluslou,  which  swept  over  our  <jLuiet  aeigliborhood  two  hundred  yeari 
ago;  all  are  familiar  with  that  terrible  story.  Bebeeea  Konrse  w*«  the 
fourth  victim.  Upliam  says  tin-  only  cine  to  the  mystery  thatapenon  of 
Mrs.  Nurse's  character  should  bo  selected,  was  the  prosperous  condition  of 
the  Xnrse  family  and  the  trouble  about  bounds.  Kevins  thinlrs  her  near 
rplattonshfp  tri  the  Townes  of  Top-^ficld,  wlm  were  actively  inter*  ^ti  -l  In 
settling  the  disputed  bounds,  had  a  bearing  on  the  case.  Two  of  her  neiij^h- 
borSt  Israel  and  Elisabeth  Porter*  were  sent  te  acquaint  her  with  the  fact 
that  slip  had  l)een  accii'^pd.  They  foti'id  her  weak  and  stifTcring,  l)Ut  pa* 
tleut,  and  aim  blt':»^<nl  (tod  that  she  had  more  of  ilim  in  her  weakness  tlian 
in  her  strength.  When  we  told  her  she  had  been  spoken  of,  she  said, 
**Well,  if  it  be  so,  the  will  of  ilie  Lord  be  done;"  she  set  awhile,  l>eing,  a«! 
it  werot  amazed,  and  then  she  said,  "Well,  a^  to  this  thing,  1  am  as  inno- 
cent as  a  child  unborn,  loit  surely,"  she  said.  '  What  (^\n  hath  God  found 
out  In  me  unrepente*!  of  that  he  should  lay  such  nn  aflliction  upon  me  In 
my  age.'*  Ii  is  said  she  bore  her  examination  with  steadfast  dignity  and 
heavenly  patience.  One  cannot  read  the  description  of  these  trials  with 
any  particle  of  patience.  The  people  were  barbaronai,  the  jn(l.i:es  little 
better.  They  were  supposed  to  be  counsel  for  the  prisoners,  but,  instead 
were  really  against  them,  and  badgered  the  victims  unmercifully,  iiebec- 
ca  Niir«e  wa's  pronounced  innocent  by  the  jury,  f)ut  ttie  audfence  made 
such  a  clauior  tliat  tii«  jud^e  sent  them  ou.i  again  ami  practically  charged 
them  to  find  her  guilty,  and  they  did  so.  It  is  related  aUo  by  Upham  that 
a  woman  in  the  audience  threw  her  muff  at  Mrs.  Nurse  and  as  this  did 
not  hit  her  she  took  off  her  shoe  und  threw  it  with  such  good  aim  that  it 
hit  the  poor  old  lady  on  the  head,  making  quite  a  severe  cut.  When  we 
think  that  this  woman  was  seventy -one  years  old,  and  in  ill  health,  that 
«he  had  been  loved  and  respected  to  an  unusual  degree,  and  then  picture 
in  r -tatiiliutr  hefore  the  ^ra  V"  juil'::"s  of  the  colony,  a  target  for  the  mob, 
on  trial  (or  her  life*  we  woader  that  her  brothers,  her  sons  and  her  husband 
had  not  rescued  her  by  force.  She  was  loaded  with  chains,  taken  to  the 
eluirch  and  exconiniuniciited.  and  on  July  IH,  If>02  hung  on  (lallows  hill. 
The  witches  were  not  allowed  christian  burial,  but  were  taken  from  the 
iraUows,  huddled  into  shallow  hollows  among  the  rocks,  and  covered  with 
at'iiii  layer  of  earth.  T  hav*^  heen  t  .1  1  tf,  ,t  on  one  occasion  the  hand  of 
one  \j(  the  victims  protruded  above  the  jj^round,  as  if  the  very  earth  itself 
refused  them  shelter. 

.\ccordin<^  to  tra<lition  the  «nn*  of  Kehecca  Xurse  '<tolc  thefr  mother*?; 
body  on  the  night  following  her  execution,  and  carried  it  on  their  shoul- 
ders to  their  desolate  home.  Think  what  a  journey  it  must  have  been  for 
those  men ! 

When  Mr.  Harris  singled  out  Rebecca  Nurse,  and  in  his  sermon  called 
her  a  demon  Harah  Cloy  re,  her  sister,  arose  and  left  the  ohurclk  This  was 
a  natural  thing  to  do,  but  we  of  today  can  hardly  realise  the  courage  It 
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rcqiiircd.  Tli»' n<  xt  y  sho  too  critd  out  upon,  she  was  tried  anrl 
condemned,  but  for  some  reason  never  executed,  tsome  tliiiik  slie  confessed, 
but  I  do  not;  ehe  was  ft  brave  woman,  and  a  woman  of  the  same  family  as 
Kebf't'ca  Notir-'-c  aiu!  ^r.'uy  F-ty.  and  T  cnniiot  fliink  slif  could  possildy -ay 
that  she  was  a  witch,  ^he  was  confined  at  the  Ipswich  jail  because  there 
was  no  room  at  8alem  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  tliat  with  so  many  vic- 
tims nesn-  af  liaiid  sill'  was  for^ott»  n. 

Mary  Estv-  (tlie  self  forgetful),  wus  accused  for  no  otiier  reason  tliau  her 
sympathy  fbr  her  sisters;  she  was  48  years  of  a^e  and  the  mother  of  seven 
cliildren.  Durinjr  Iier  examination  the  inajristrates  said  to  Ijor,  "confess  if 
you  be  guilty."  fc?he  answered,  '!  will  say  it  if  for  the  last  time.  I  am  clear 
of  this  sin.'*  This  w  as  on  April  21.  On  May  18  she  was  released.  Two 
days  aft^-r  t!io  afoiisiiM^  I-  \vrr<'  <;(  izrd  wftli  tprrible  convulsions,  and 
said  it  wht  Mary  Ksly  wlio  eursHil  ihfiii.  Accoidin^'ly  a  seeond  warrant 
was  procured,  she  was  taken  Mny  21  and  removed  to  Salem  for  trial. 
After  innI'M  'fit  -he  was  arouscii  rmm  sleep  by  tli-'  in  nsliall,  torn  from  her 
husband  and  children,  carried  back  to  prison  load*  i)  with  cliains.and  fin- 
ally consigned  to  a  dreadful  and  most  cruel  death.  Iler  husband  referring: 
to  the  transaction  nearly  twenty  years  after  said  that  it  was  n  '"Iit  lli'sh 
modestation.'*  On  the  way  to  the  j^allow&  she  was  met  by  her  fauiily  and 
friends, and  of  this  meet in^^  and  partinf^  Calef  says,  '  that  her  wortis  of 
farewell  were  said  to  have  been  as  si-rions,  relifr'ous.  distinct,  atid  alTee- 
tionate  as  could  well  be  expressed,  draw  ing^  tears  from  the  eyes  of  all 
present."  While  in  jail  awaiting  execution  Mary  I'^sty  petitioned  the  gov- 
ernor, judg:es  and  ministers,  "Not  for  my  own  life,  for  1  know  I  must  die 
and  my  appointed  time  is  set.  but  the  Lord  he  knows  it  is  that  if  it  be  pos- 
sible, no  more  innocent  blood  may  be  slied,  whieh  undoubt«'dly  can  not  be 
avoided  in  the  way  and  course  you  now  go  in.  liy  my  own  innocency  1 
know  you  are  in  the  wrong  1  would  humbly  be^  of  you  that  your  honors 
would  lie  [)leased  to  examine  these  afTlicteri  persons  strictly,  and  k«'*  [) 
them  apart  some  time,  and  likewise  to  try  some  of  these  confessing 
witches,  T  being  confident  there  are  several  of  them  have  belied  them- 
selv>  <.  and  uthi  IS,  as  will  appear,  if  not  in  this  world,  lam  sure  in  the 
world  to  come,  whither  1  am  now  going. 

ITpham  closes  his  chapter  on  Mary  Ksty  with  these  words :**The  lofty 
tone  of  this  message  to  the  coni  t  recalls  the  perfect  spirit  of  the  prisoner 
on  Calvary  who  entreated, "Father  forgive  them;  they  know  not  what 
they  do." 


The  Settlement  of  Topsfield. 

Obo.  Fhs.  Dow. 


Every  township  located  wherever  it  may  be,  whether  in  the  oiU  time  Bet- 
tletnonts  nlnng*  the  Atlantic  coast  or  8pri^^in^-  up  un  the  western  slopes  of 

the  ttlerra  Xt  vadii,  shdulcl  have  an  1  L  .  nerally  is  possessed  of  a  natural 
spirit  of  inquiry  ae  tu  it^  first  settietneiit  and  early  f^rowth. 
Who  was  the  first  settler  and  where  did  be  balld  hts  house?  When  was 

tlif^  town  fricurporated  arui  who  were  tlie  p*  tftionor-;? 

Tliese  and  liindrod  (ine«tions  naturally  rise  to  the  lips  of  the  inquirer, 
and  ortimesarouMditl  I  otices  of  opinion  not  easily  settled  by  the  scanty 
rec<irrj«  nnw  pxf>ttn^r.  Tradition  tlimi  cornps  tn  the  assistance  of  the  in- 
compk'it' data,  ami  almost  witiioiit  exception  makes  a  bad  matter  worse 
so  tiiat  wlio  can  wonder  at  the  varying  statements  of  historical  fact  met 
u  itliiii  tlif  viiln'TP  or  town  tliatdoe^  not  poisess a  printed  history  carefully 
prepared  by  un  unbiased  liistorian. 

Topsiield  Is  unfortunate  in  not  possessing  sucli  a  printed  record  of  events, 
and  the  Instorical  tlieories  advanced  from  lime  to  thnc  by  somonideut  in- 
vestigator can  only  i)o  comi>atted  after  collecting  widely  bcalitied  data 
bearing  upon  the  fact4  in  the  case. 

The  following  historical  sketch  has  been  prepared  from  the  original  data 
found  in  the  proceedings  <»f  tlie  (rreui  and  General  Court,  the  records  of 
ttie  Ipswich  and  Saletn  Courts^  and  the  valuable  material  on  file  at  the 
Kegistry  of  Deeds. 

The  earliest  settlements  alon«r  the  shores  of  Massachusetts  Bay  owe 
thi-h  existence  to  the  unrelentless  persecution  of  the  Puritans  in  I'^ngland 
at  th&  inveittiffation  of  Archbishop  Laud.  8mall  Ashing  and  tradiug 
posts  had  found  a  lodgement  along  the  coast  some  years  before  the  com* 
ing  of  Kiidicut,  hut  iln  se  ccumisted  of  but  little  else  than  a  few  nid-  ly  con- 
structed  huts  for  sholterioK  the  lonesome  iishermen  who  cared  for  the  Ush 
flak«^s. 

TIm-  arrivnl  at  Sal<Mii  in  iniNof  .Tubn  Endicot  with  a  small  party  of  <>ne 
hundred  emigrants  was  in  reality  ttie  layinicof  the  foundation  oC  the  first 
permanent  town  in  the  Massachusetts  Hay  Colony. 

.lolin  Kndicot  was-  n  proinin>Mit  np  inber  of  the  N"on-coi)f'ii'iiii<t  com- 
pany, styled  'TliH  Governor  and  Cumpuny  of  Massachusetts  liay  in 
New  Kugland,''  who  had  obtained  from  Charles  I.  a  patent  for  that  part  of 
New  Etigland  lyinj-  bftwoen  tlirco  ujiles  to  tbr  nortliward  '.f  Meriimac 
river  and  three  mdes  to  the  soutli ward  of  tlie  Charles,  and  exiendlng  in 
breadth  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  South  Sea.  He  who  had  been  chosen  by  the 
Company  ''to  gov»^rn  "  'a<  .lolmson  says  in  lii-;  Woiub  r  working  Provi- 
dence, was  '-a  fit  instrument  to  begin  this  wilderness  worlc;  of  courage 
bold,  undaunted,  yet  sociable  and  of  a  cheerful  spirit,  loving  or  austere,  as 
occasic»n  ^frv.d." 

Tliepah  iitur  charter  granted  to  these  early  settlers  gave  undisputed 
title  to  the  land,  for  the  scourge  of  small  pox  had  shortly  before  their  arrl« 
val  almost  completely  a tmililaf tod  the  native  race  ot  Indians,  and  the 
rights  of  the  few  wlui  bad  survived  the  pestilence,  were  easily  purhased, 
So  that  full  and  just  title  to  all  the  land  was  held  by  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Company  who  alone  could  sell  or  irranf. 

In  1021)  the  settlers  began  to  arrive  and  dui  in^^  the  next  four  years  up- 
wards of  four  thousand  ot  tht  ni  found  hou)es  in  the  infant  colony. 

In  JfiHH,  April  1st,  the  court  of  assistants  ordered  "that  no  person  what* 
soever  shall  iro  to  plant  or  inhabit  at  Aggawam,  without  leave  from  the 
Court,  except  those  that  had  already  gone."  The  little  party  of  adventu- 
rers was  headed  by  John  Winthrop,'junr.,  and  consisted  of  ten  men.  Two 
of  them.  Mr.  William  Perkins  and  Daniel  Clarlc,  afterwards  settled  tn 
Topstl<-ld.  and  iw  *  others,  Mr.  John  Winthrop,  ]unr.  and  Thomas  Uowlett 
received  large  grants  of  laud  in  tlie  town. 

The  town  of  Ipiwleh  was  Incorporated  in  1684  and  grew  rapidly  in  popu- 
lation and  Importance;  It  became  the  shire  town  of  the  county  and  sev- 
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eral  of  the  Assistants  and  other  prominent  men  in  the  (Colony  built  their 

homes  n»':ir  rhe  slowly  l](>witi<j  A|;a\vain. 

The  surround iiiar  eountry  was  explor«?d  and  valuable  meadows  woro  dis- 
d<»vered  on  folUtwinj^  up  tlio  hanks  of  the  rfvcr  tn  a  point  some  seven 
miles  inland.  These  to  the  new  settler  \vt  re  particularly  desirahle  siin*e 
his  cuttle  brought  from  the  mother  country,  required  hay  for  (heir  suste* 
hence,  and  the  clearing-  of  the  nttnost  untiroken  forest  was  an  nndertakinj^ 
rt  <|ulriiiir  time  and  the  assistance  of  many  hands.  Thus  the  New  Mead- 
ows, as  the  locality  was  named,  wa^*  much  resorted  to  for  the  easily  ob- 
tained meadow  ^r  i-^s.  and  as  the  rlchneAS  of  the  intervale  land  was  seen, 
settlors  he>ran  to  obtain  y:r mt-  and  hnild  their  rudf  dwellinp:s. 
The  earliest  comers^  probably  lucattid  about  10:)9-lt;4U  as  the  following  ex- 
•    tract  from  the  Colony  records  seems  to  show: 

"  W  Ik  r<  as,  (It  I  lie  Court  houldtii  iit  Huston  I  In-  U  h.  7t  h  ino.  M'-IK  I  Iuti'  wn^  cert  a  hi  land 
!>■  tir^  lU'iir  1  |(-\vli-li  IJi  V'-r  irran  1 1-  t  t'<  ir  a  \  1 1  In^f.  <1 1  lii'f  I  it  soiim-  of  t  1m'  In  liat>l  la  til  s  of  Sah-in 
or  suiii*'  of  t  lu-  it) lial)i;a  II  t  of  1 1  -  ,  ■.  ■  i  w ho  lia \  •'  farm  -  i\ra r  u ii(  o  (  he  <altl  la ii<l.  to  In-  cii- 
Jo_\  I'd  hy  t  iio-'' who  ilrsi  s.-t  t  Iril  .1  vilia."''  t  !i>rt>,  i  h<\  l>ot  h  propoiuidl  n  foi-  It  lo'^.-tlxr; 
howsot'ViT  I  111'  ord<T  iiKMit  loiK't  h  only  Sa  li  ni  i n  liat)1 1 ant  s  and  foi  -  :i 1 1 h •  j i  as  i  In-  >aid  I n- 
Iniiiil  am  *  id  I  psw  li  h  lia\ (•  for  iK'ar  I  Ills  t  wo  >  «  ars  pi  ot  iu  t*!  aiid  iiiui u  ;ai n<  <l  tan'  to  dls- 
)"-ni-f  I  hr  word  oi  ( iod  unto  t  Ihtii,  wliiidi  thi-\  inl«'iid  to  i-ontliun'.  it  is  t  lirrrft  a-i-  ordcictl 
and  izraiitol.  I  hat  Mr. . foil  n  HiaU-rol  t  aial  tin-aid  inlialM  taiil  s  «d  I  w  icii.  \  I  M  r.  JJrad- 
st  r.'>i .  M  r.  Sv  mond^.  M  r.  W  li  i  1 1  i  luha  in.  M  r.  \VI  I  lia  m  I'aiui  .  Mr.  Kotu  rl  I'aiiif.  and  Mii-h 
oiln-r  of  Ips\s  iidi  or  Salfiii  a^  lhi>\  sliall  a->:irlal<  i  >  i  iii-ni.-tdvr-.,  sliall  have  lii>crty  to  si-t- 
l  le  a  vl  llajif  iH-ar  t  In- sji  id  rlv^r  of  Ipswiidi  as  it  m:iy  In*  most  c«»nN  ••ni'-nl  for  lln-ni,  to 
which  th»?  foil-said  land  shaillxlinu'.  vi/..  all  thai  wlilili  IU«th  ii»»iir  t-aid  rivi  r  i  not  for- 
UKtIv  grtlllleU  tu  any  town  or  pir-oai.  ))iovidi  >|  that  iiny  oi  llu*  tnlmbUmUH  of  Huloni. 

imve  fiiriiU'S  iii'iir  unto  t  he  >aid  land  now  urant.'d.  shall  havp  lltMTtv  for  om-  year, 
H  "Xt  fiaiilnu  to  joyn.'  with  tin'  said  \  ilia       — Ma--.  <  Klon;   U<i'ord>,  it.t.  IT,  '.>'<  :i. 

Of  the  ubove  named  persons  it  is  quite  certain  that  one  of  them  Mr. 
\Vm.  Paine,  resided  in  tlie  new  settlement,  and  he  only  at  intervals, 

jilthouy^h  Mr.  Sym<mds  for  a  part  of  the  tinit^  tiiay  li:i\  '  li\  «'d  on  his  farm 
known  as  "Oliver 4."  which  hrtd  its  soutiiHru  pounds  on      c  liro  >k. 
Of  the  settlers  wlio  were  llvinir  at  the  New  Meadows  in  1046  we  have  the 

names  of  a  few.  /.  iccli'dis  (J  diM.  l)iiii*.'t  (Mark  tlie  U  iiiLrtoii-;,  AMram 
and  rJulm;  Alt^xauiier  I\.ni>;ht  who  dispensed  tlx^  WortI;  Mr.  \Vm.  Paine, 
the  |?entteman1y  merchant;  Walter  Hi>per,  earj)enior;  Wm.  Ilmvard  and 

Isaac  Cnmntin^rs  can  [)i'obably  in -hid'-d  in  th»'  ll-^t.  Otheis  followed, 
and  in  KiiS  the  villa^'crs,  feidin^  impre-jswtl  with  their  growth  and  imnort- 
aiico,  petiti<»ned  the  Court  to  bestow  a  name  on  "the  vllhiRe  "  at  Xew 
Meadows  r.t  Ipswich,  wliich  we  ^npM  x  ^  tn  ty  l)e  ;in  eiicoiira'j^oiniMi t  {  >  oth- 
ers to  come  and  live  ainoiiprst  us ;  and  al-oauieans  to  furiht.ir  a  ministry 
amongst  us,  we  think  that  Hempstead  will  be  u  lit  name  if  tlie  Court  please 
to  y^ratify  ns  lierewtlli." 

Tl)o  petition  wjis  si;:ned  by  Wm.  Paine,  l'»rian  PeutUettm  and  Zacchous 
Gonld.  The  town  narrowly  i  sc  iix d  bciii;^  ehristtmod  Hempstead  as  re- 
(pn  -tt'd  by  the  petitioners,  for  th(>  (icpntics  voti  d  to  ^rr^uit  the  request; 
bill  wiien  the  court  of  magistrates  came  to  consider  th-  ]jro|msition,  the 
action  of  the  lower  cunt  wa-i  sot  aside  and  Toppesfield  was  snlistitnt<'d. 

This  action  took  placf  ( )ctobfr  I h!  is,  ;uid  w  is  [ii  obably  in  ll  iK  ucod  by 
S.imuel  SyiiKMids,  a  lar^c  bind  owner  in  tbe  villau"*'  and  an  important  As- 
sistatit.  He  had  live  i  in  tlio  villaiiT'^  uf  T>)[);n  -ii  id  in  the  mother  country, 
and  no  doubt  was  |)leas('i|  to  i)i'ri)etna'e  ihn  familiar  naui'>  on  tbo  oilier 
side  of  tilt' Inoad  Atlantic.  In  P>Vi /icclicus  ( iiuild  and  William  Howard 
petitioned  the  Court  to  o-|';iiit  that  Toi»-lii'l<i  sbonltl  beiiccritrth  be  a  town 
and  hav<3  power  within  itself  to  order  all  civil  all'airs,  and  on  (S-t.  tbe  isth 
of  tlmt  year  ilu;  reijiicst  was  -j^rant-'d  an  1  Top-field  he-an  its  <.  parale  cor- 
porate existence. 

Th»^  settlement  thus  far  without  «'Xceptiioi  had  been  made  on  the  north 
sidp  of  the  river  and  by  l[»s\vicli  people.  N'o  doubt  the  richer  lands  were 
snllicient  indiKMnneiit  and  tlie  river  .\L.MW;im  it-elf  -lei  \ cd  as  a  hindrance 
to  the  early  occupation  of  the  hills  on  its  southerly  side,  in  l(>:iii  the  Court 
liad  prranied  Mr.  John  Endecot  acres  of  land  npon  the  Ipswich  river  on 
tlieiiortbof  Salem  bounds.  The  Conit  did  not  lay  ont  the  irrant  until  a 
number  of  years  after,  and  tlien  only  at  tlie  repeattHl  reqne.st.s  of  Mr.  Eu- 
decott  at  that  lime  (rovernor  of  the  Colony.  !N'ot  until  Miiy  2,  1«69  were 
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the  boMiuis  sf>t,  hBvliiHr**n  brook  n);a Inst  Goodman  Gould^s  land  on  the 

♦•ast,  Blind  HoIoom  the  south,  and  llie  wlldernosa  el-p\v!H  rf  purrrMiiKJiuff 
tlic  said  farm,  taking  iatu  thu  bouudsi  tUu  bwaiupy  ineaduw  laiwl  that  1\  oth 
on  the  south  side  of  the  river.** 

Kvideiures  of  t*n  prosenoe  of  cnpppi-  ore  wero  found  on  the  hills  in  Blind 
]Iol«  at  tile  soiiih  of  the  river,  and  at  ilic  recjuoHt  of  <Iov.  John  Kudecott  the 
<:ourt  granted  him  O^t.  14, 1651,  *^three  hnndred  km  es  of  woodland  tend- 
ing to  thrt  furtht;ranee  of  a  rfYpper  work  he  intoiuis  to  Hf»t  up  hi  m  pliop 
oallod  Blind  ll.de.  neer  to  a  lattn  foriutirly  granted  liini,  the  said  land  not 
being  formerly  granted,  provided  he  set  up  his  said  works  within  seven 
year*." 

The  Governor  engaged  lllehard  Leader,  who  had  been  superintending 
the  iron  works  at  Lynn,  to  open  liis  eopj)er  mine,  but  ill  sueeess  followed 
the  venture  and  copper  mininK  in  Tujisfleld  was  abandoned  for  the  space  of 
over  one  hundred  years.  In  1771  the  Massachusetts  Spy  reported  '*  that  the 
copper-mine  some  tiuje  since  opc^ned  in  Top:*lield  at  i2  or  13  feet  depth, 
tittordsBuch  saiuptes  uf  iine  lively  ore  extended  in  spatterlngs  all  over 
the  pir,  that  experienced  miners  have  declared  the  appearances  preferable 
to  any  >  ft  dis(!(>veretl  in  Aineric;!."' 

Traditiou  has  it  that  a  iarf^e  quantity  of  ore  wat»  taken  to  Salem  and 
loaded  into  ships  and  taken  across  the  sea  in  order  that  It  misrht  be  smelt- 
<?d  on  nilirr  <u\--.  T'iif<-i-tunately  disaster  Intervenod,  nrul  tlic  •-liij*? 
were  never  heard  from.  Whether  the  magnetic  oarreutd  from  the  north 
treacherously  waved  from  ore  to  compass  or  chilly  fcebergts  Hoated  in  the 
c'ourse  of  the  ships,  the  sea  alone  can  tetl.  8o  perished  the  copper  indus- 
try in  Top-^tield. 

About  ia'>i  was  built  the  bridge  across  the  river  now  known  as  the '♦river 

bridge."  Walter  Koper  and  WtlH.iin  Howard  wer**  ttip  prime  movers  in 
the  enterprihc,  both  being  laud  owners  near  by,  and  ao  doubt  moved  by 
the  growth  of  tlu  t<«w  n  and  tlie  greater  need  Of  pasturage  and  timber  as 
well  as  to  make  it  easier  to  reach  Salem,  Lynn  and  Boston.  The  britlge 
was  probably  a  rude  structuru  well  ia  keeping  with  the  blamed  bridge  path 
"  leading  to  the  south."  In  1680  this  path  became  a  way  one  pole  wide, 
liilly  and  but  little  traveled. 

On  the  southerly  side  of  Ipswich  river  Topsfleld  has  about  two  thotu~.aud 
acres  of  land.  At  the  time  we  are  sneaking  of  fr.>v.  Kudecott  owned  some 
five  hundred  acres,  l)eing  Blind  Hole  and  a  portion  of  earlier  grant ;  Simon 
Jiradstreet,  afterwards  (iovernor,  claimed  about  two  hundred  acres  of  rich 
meadow  liuul  in  the  juore  pa^tf'rly  part,  while  farmer  Porter  of  Saleuj  vil- 
lage claimed  title  to  a  portion  reachijjg  to  the  river.  The  villagers  at 
Topsfield  laid  claim  to  the  greater  part  of  the  rnmainder  both  uplanci  and 
meadow,  and  in  l<?t5l  the  selectmen.  Knsigne  Howlett,  Francis  Pabodye 
and  John  Bedington  were  ordered  to  lay  out  five  hundred  acres  of  upland 
to  remain  common  t<>  perpetuity  and  at  the  same  time  to  divide  the  re- 
mainder of  ( flic  Miiiii  in  land  both  upland  and  meadow  Into  three  equal 
divisions.  The  mutter  of  individual  ownefi^hip  of  ihis  common  land  lay 
in  abeyance  until  1C09,  wlien  the  town  met  together  and  cast  lots  '*that 
euery  on  thereby  ma  know  whot  is  his  share  and  where  it  lies." 

The  lots  were  divided  into  three  sizes,  "single,  dobel  and  trebel "  and 
were  portioned  out  aoccordi ugly  as  the  commoners  had  been  rated  in  the 
ministers' rate  for  1664,  fifty  shillings,  twenty  shiliingB,  and  under  twenty 
shillings. 

The  li<«t  contains  thirty  names,  all  but  three,  M^r.  Rradstreet.  Mr.  Knde- 

cott  nnd  I'-*  Ir.ri]  rise  Salem  merchant,  being  resldm*  in  '!'f»|)sHelil  and  liv- 
ing on  ilie  north  side  of  the  river,  with  one  exception,  William  jSichols 
Mv-ho  had  in  I&V2  bought  of  Henry  Bartholomew  *'a  farm  lying  between 
the  1)1 'ti uds  of  Salem  and  Ipsw        r  iver. 

Foil. .wing  is  the  list  which  siiows  ilie  heads  of  families  and  gives  a  basis 
on  which  to  estimate  the  population  of  the  town  at  that  timd,  lOOU,  w  hile 
the  rating  allows  practically  a  tax  list  and  tlie  comparative  wealth  of  the 
town. 
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Mr.  Bradstreet  £ 

IVIr.  Perkins,  2-OH-OU 

Zacbeus  Uould  4-oa-(Ki 

Mr.  Brtker  817.05 

TlH.r.  T>.)rm}in  'i-ir.'-m 

Francis  TaboUy  4-o;>-02 

William  Euens  2-11-00 

Daniell  Clark  1-04-05 

Isaac  CununingH  senr.  13-OH 

li^aac  CumtningA,  juDF.  l^OS-CK) 

EiHi^ne  llowlett  1-OH-Ol) 

Willisnn  Sinitli  l.J-OH 

Francis  Bates  ty.i-Oi) 

Mr.  Endicoat  l-02-()i' 

Jolin  Wilt  s  1-12-10 


I  John  Hedlngton 

Tiiouius  IVrkins 
i  Tiioin»s  UrowQiDg 
\  Jacob  Towne 

I  William  Towne 
Kdtnond  Towne 

Matthew  Standly 
Anthony  Carell 
J»>hn  IIow 
Kdinonil  Rioclpfps 
William  Nichols 
Vsseltoiis  Lott  . 
Taimpkins  feiruio 
Kobt.  Andrew  -  land 


»-O5-02 
2-ll»-07 
l-OO-Ol) 
1-04-05 
19-()« 
1-12-07 
1-Q»<» 
15  08 
U-Ol 
19^ 
15-03 
1-12-09 
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So  grew  tlie  villagreand  prospered  and  we  to-day  enjoy  the  full  fruits  of 
the  foresight;  of  our  stralgrht-backed  and  stern- eyed  ancestors  from  over 
the  sea. 


FJiTmON  FItOM  IPSWICH  FAKMERS. 


To  thi  InlKibitdittx  of  fh(  Town  of  I^o/Jujlcld  in  I'owii  Meeting  asscinblcd^ 
S'  jtUmht  r  ffr  lH,  17  '>S. 

The  PetitioQ  of  us  the  Subscribers  lor  our  Selves  and  fatntlye^  Humbly 
8heweth,  That  your  Petitioners  have  alwtiys  f/aboured  under  Oreate  Dif- 
flcalties  Kespectlns:  our  attending:  tlie  Publick  Wot-^hip  of  God  yo  nt  ar- 
est  of  us  Liviujf  near  four  Mik-s  from  the  Publick  Meetiu}?  Houses  to 
which  we  belontt  and  lo  a  corner  of  Tlie  Parrlshes  Inhabited  Bo  that  by 
IJeason  of  tlio  Distance  «S:  Dittlcalty  of  Passina:  l'>pccially  in  the  Winter 
.Season,  it  is  tr*  tjuently  itnpracli<'al)le  for  us  and  families;  to  attend  the 
I'ublio  Worship  att  our  own  Meeting'  Houses  fas  no  doubt  nentlemen  you 
are  St>n«ihlf' »  v\:  liav.  Ikhmi  ol)liji:ed  eitiier  to  Tarry  at  Home  or  attend 
with  you  att  Inpslit  id.  wliere,  Altho  we  must  have  been  HurlhenHonie  yet 
we  are  nl  ways  I{«'ady  to  ackn<»wled|i:e  we  have  been  Treated  with  much 
kituhif'"^-.  IJ' -[M  (  t.  &  also  Ke^jppctin;.'- Mie  (Iranimar  or  any  otht-r  I'ublic 
Town  SrluMtl  lot  y»;  instruction  of  our  Childrt-n.  Such  is  (Uir  Situation 
that  we  can  have  no  advantage  therefroni  unh'ss  we  Hoard  out  otir  Chil- 
dren, which  Incon venh'ocy,  witii  some  others  not  Menslioned,  we  dumbly 
conseive  mi^ht  be  in  a  (ireate  Measure  KcnHMliod  by  our  bcinp:  with  ouV 
Kstates  (agreeable  to  a  plan  herewith  Hxhibit«'(l)  Sett  olf  from  ye  Town  of 
Tpswich  A:  annevd  to  ye  Town  of  Topslbild,  wi-  tlier^  foro  Hunibly  Pmy 
that  you  would  Take  our  Case  under  yotir  C'onsideratiou  and  P.iss  a  \'ote 
To  Receive  us  our  families  and  all  ye  Lantls  within  ye  plan  aforemen- 
shoncd  to  be  annHX<'d  to  ye  Town  of  Topsfi  ld  to  be  part  and  Percel  tlwre- 
of,  to  do  Duty  and  H»*ctMvc  Privilege  therein:  Providrnl  tiie  Town  of  Ips- 
wich a<rr(M'  thiM  J'to  A:  th«>  (Jreate  and  (tencral  Court  Couflrm  ye  same.  A:  if 
ye  Town  of  ipswich  Kefu-e  to  Si.'tt  us  olT  Join  with  us  in  Petitioninir  to  ye 
Great  and  General  Court  to  Sett  us  oil  to  your  Town,  and  your  Petitiiuiers 
as  in  Duty  Bound  Bliall  Ever  Pray. 

JOSKPH  CoMF.IN<lS. 
.T<»HN  liAMPSON,  JlXII., 
ISHAKL  ChAUKlS, 
Jabez  1{<).sS, 
Thomas  CrMMixoH, 

JoSKIMI  CrMJN<:S,  .Ii  NKK. 

John  Lamp»ojs  yk  Thxbu. 
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Topsfield  Warren  Blues 


OiiD  TiMJS  MASaACHUSKXrS  iNDKPKNDENT  INFANTRY. 


BT  BBITJAKIV  J.  BAIiOB. 

The  great  merit  of  the  Topsfield  Warren  Blues  as  a  military  company, 
and  the  jrieat  esteem  witli  wliich  the  people  rejfarded  tlieir  infantry,  de- 
serveti  tliat  it«  iiistorj  ehoulU  have  beeu  oooticletl  to  abler  hands,  if  the 
work  which  fs  here  presented  contains  any  merit  it  should  in  justice  be 
ascribed  to  tlx  ^iihj<  ( r  alone.  Its  numerous  diifaots  the  author  can  Im- 
pute to  no  one  but  himbelf. 

The  interest  which  was  token  In  formln;^  Infantry  romiianles  sixty  years 
Hisn  \va-  not  oonfln'  <1  in  this  locality  alono.  Almost  rvcry  to\yn  in  tlie 
coiDUtutuvealtl)  had  iUi  favorite  indeueiideut  infantry.  The  amusements 
of  the  people  were  centered  mainly  in  the  training  days  which  brought 
out  tti<  l:.i>  (liufornis.  shintnq:  e<iuipments  and  animating  march  and  drill 
of  tlie  soldiers  to  the  sound  oi!  uiurtial  music. 

The  amusements  and  habits  of  the  peo|)le  nixty  years  ago  were  very  dif- 
ferent Troin  f(jo!»e  nf  tlH!  present  day.  More  Imurs  were  given  to  lahor  ev- 
ery day  tlirough  the  year,  hoys  were  given  scarcely  a  holiday  through  the 
year  unless  it  was  when  the  wonderful  training  day  came  round.  In  con- 
Ira^stin^:-  tin-  Iiahil-  of  tin'  jx'oplc  in  ffitose  day-^  with  one  whose  memory 
gt)es  l»atk  lo  that  |M  i  iiKi  lie  tea\-:  "l  remember  well  the  single  holiday 
for  the  year  to  g«i  ro  ( ieort;etown  to  see  the  parade  of  the  Boxford  Wash- 
iufrton  (lujir  ls  l  op-^fl.  Id  Warren  Blues.  After  my  morning  chores 
upon  the  farm  wfr«i  lione,  with  six  cents  given  me  for  spending  money, 
which  I  counted  a  great  sum,  1  ran  all  the  Way  to  Georgetosvn,  seven  miles, 
without  resting,  so  as  to  get  there  iti  reason  to  hear  tho  flr-^t  drum  beat.  I 
have  a  recollection  also,  he  say«.  of  un  experience  that  day  of  a  serious 
nature.  With  thre»>  i)r  my  ^ix  ci  ntsgiven  me  for  spending  nmney  I  borglit 
an  orange.  My  other  three  cents  I  laid  up  fnr  s;if(«  koopini:  My  orange  T 
ate  peel  and  all,  which  made  me  so  sick  that  it  gives  mc  a  p.iiuiul  sensa- 
tion ev*'n  now  to  tliink  of  it." 

The  prudont  habits  in  childhood  of  Dean  Perloy,  which  was  the  boy's 
name,  ftdlowed  him  in  after  years.*  He  has  been  a  successful  man  in  his 
business^  in  (he  neiprhhoring  town  of  Danvers  and  is  now  hale  atui  jolly  as 
he  was  Hftj'-iive  years  ago  when  be  ran  through  the  woods  at  Boxford  to 
fpet  early  on  the  training  ground.  The  training  day  was  about  all  tluit 
bronuht  tin  |)t  (ipl.-  together,  old  or  young,  except  th.-  always  fully  attend- 
ed cimrch  ou  buuduy.  Inooutrast  with  the  conditiou  of 'society  at  that 
time  we  now  have  some  half  a  doxen  secret  orders  besides  numerous  other 
or.;ani/,ation^,  the  pub!i<'  !i!>r.iry  and  tlir-  Siiiiriay  n<'\N  >paiMT.  Willi  all 
these  provisions  for  the  intellectual^  moral  and  religious  welfare  of  the 
people.  It  Is  somewhat  doubtful  If  the  eooditions  of  the  people  are  greatly 
advanord  from  what  thoy  wnro  s;ixty  years  ago. 

Tliecliief  motive  in  forming  the  Infantry  company,  says  Mr.  Wm.  E, 
Kimball,  one  of  the  prime  movers  In  the  enterprise,  was  the  fun  ofH.  Mil- 
itary drill,  discipline  and  march  to  tho  iniiinl  of  martial  music  was  a  joy- 
ous excitement.  Tile  gay  uniforms,  the  shining  equipagbs  and  the  name 
Of  Infantry  adde<l  to  the  Interest  Back  of  It  all  the  inspiring-  motive  - 
the  spirit  of  patriotism. 

The  (raptain  of  tiie  old  Militia,  Nathaniel  Conaut,  who  was  to  be  captain 
of  the  Tnfantry,  was  an  olVicer  in  whom  they  all  could  take  pride.  He  was 
then  in  the  prime  of  life,  beiJiir  for  ty  ypars  of  age,  of  fine  military  bearing 
and  poss»'ssetl  of  a  thonmgh  knowledge  of  the  art  tnilitary,  a  <iuaiity 
which  he  inherited  from  his  ancestor,  iwflrer  Conant.  Bancroft,  s[)eaking 
of  rnnant  in  his  history,  says  •  he  was  a  man  of  extraordinary  vigor.  In- 
spired as  if  by  some  superior  iustiuct  he  succeeded  iu  breatbiug  his  sub- 
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liine  courage  into  his  three  companions,  and  they  res^olved  to  remain  at 
the  ha/.trd  of  thoir  lives  as  sentinels  of  the  birth  of  Auierican  freedom." 
"The  Topsfield  Warren  IJIues  were  ouranlzed  June, 

This  is  the  wording  of  record  kept  by  A.  S.  Peahody,  clerk  of  tlie  com- 
l>any,  which  is  the  only  writing  found  among  his  papers  wliich  has  any 
reference  to  the  company.  The  person  who  came  in  possession  of  the  record 
hook  of  the  company  after  it  wns  disbanded,  regarded  it  of  no  value  and 
it  became  torn  and  dofiic* d  ;nicl  finallx  ii  went  tn  the  waste  basket.  Inde- 
pendent infantry  companies  are  not  registered  at  the  iState  department, 
we  are  iddebtedto  the  kindness  of  Mr.  John  H.  Towne  for  a  copy  of  pa- 
pers relating  to  tho  (rmijt;iiiy  wliicli  hf  had  preserved  from  his  futher*s 
papers,  who  was  a  member  of  the  company.   They  rear!  ns  follows: 

Tops  Held,  Aug.  2<5,  mio. 

To  Mr.  Bbxjamik  B.  Townk: 

Your  fir-it  assessment  for  uniform  and  erinfpments  is  $'20.tK)  which  you 
are  re«iuested  to  [>ay  to  the  clerk  of  the  l^ight  infantry  on  or  before  the 
12th  of  September  next. 

Per  order  of  Standing  Com  n)  it  tee, 

William. E.  Kimbali.,  Chairman 

Toprifteld.  Sept.  10,  1836. 

^^■(•(•^vrd  nf  r.PTijatnii^.  I^.  Towrif  tlie  sum  of  120.00,  It  beingr  his  first  as- 
sessment for  uniform  and  equipments. 

A.  B.  pBABODY,  Clerk. 

Topsfield,  Sept.  28.  1836. 
T^eceived  of  Benjamin  B.  Towne  the  sum  of  $20.(X),  it  being  his  second 
and  third  assessments  for  a  uniform  and  equipments. 

A.  8.  Pea  BODY,  Clerk. 
Topsflekl.  Xov.  16,  1837 
You  being  duly  enrolled  as  a  member  of  the  T.  W.  Jllues  are  liereby 
directed  to  appear  in  citizen's  dress  at  Capt.  William  Munday'a  Tavern  on 
Tiuiixlay.  tlir  inth  (lay  of  Xovend)er,  at  ojie  o'clock,  to  choose  a  Lieuten* 
ant  and  to  till  all  vacancies  that  may  appear  or  occur. 

Per  order  of  Commander, 

A.  8.  Pkahodv  Clerk. 

What  further  items  we  have  gathered  <>r  the  history  of  the  company  we 
learn  from  the  few  members  of  tho  com i  any  now  Uvinpr*  and  from  various 
other  sonrct  We  are  cautionetl,  however,  not  to  rely  too  mueli  ••n  mem- 
ory or  tradition  to  frame  a  nistory.  Yet  we  have  some  warrant  in  stanU- 
inpr  fast  and  hotdingr  to  the  memory  and  tradition  of  the  Elders.  The 
fill!  ~t  lit<  rary  productions  the  world  hu<  cvf  r  known,  which  form  a  part 
of  tlie  classic  literature  taught  in  our  schools,  were  transmitted  down  by 
memory  from  pr^neration  to  (generation,  apres  before  the  invention  of  the 
alpliabet.  'Mrtnury  was  the  mother  of  the  nuis«'s,"  thf-ir  language  the 
song  uf  the  minstrel.  To  mem<»ry  alone  we  owe  the  preservation  of  those 
lofty  strains  of  poetical  inspiration  as  they  were  transmitted  down  those 
far  olT  nu' 

In  the  preliminary  arrangeiu.  iits  for  the  formation  of  th*?  Infantry  com- 
pany there  occurrf'cl  an  nn-ident  which  caused  gi  -  at  division  in  the  com- 
pany and  came  wrll  niirli  breaking  nj>  the  organization.  It  was  then  to- 
ward the  latter  pai  L  ol  I'resident  jaekson's  j^ccond  teun  ol  otlice  atui  po- 
litical e.xcitenunit  was  runnings  Iiigh.  Jackson  had  been  cbiMfly  noted 
during  his  admini-ti  ation  for  coerciuu'^  (he  r'-btdlions  spirit  of  South  Caro- 
lina into  obedience,  and  for  destroying  the  I'nitcd  Stales  Bank.  This  ad- 
mitiistratlon  had  also  been  not*  i  i^r  lH>ing  rather  expensive  in  comparison 
with  the  prece<l iti'T  oiiH  i»nd<'r  John  (^uiney  Adams.  'IMir- jv(>r<;on  who  had 
been  selected  by  the  ladies  to  j)nrchase  the  banner  with  an  appropriate 
motto,  was  a  staunch  ,\dams  man,  or  Whig,  a?  the  party  WftS  calh  il.  He 
conceived  the  idea  fliat  patriotic  principh  ^  might  be  ropresentrd  on  the 
banner  even  if  there  was  a  slight  hint  at  tlie  politics  of  the  times.  The 
yearly  expense  of  the  government  under  the  Adams  administration  had 
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been  thirteen  million  dollars,  that  of  Jackson  thirty-nine  million.  Ppon 

oin' of  the  bannf'i' w;is  to  ho  paiiitt  d  the  jtortrait  of  W:irr<'!i  iiiuti  r- 
jk'mUi  the  words.  "To  die  for  oue's  couuiry  is  butU  sweet  and  honorable." 
\  '[>nn  the  other  aide  of  the  banner  U  was  to  read  *^From  28  million  to  80 
million."  Tlif' ohjof t  of  t!i i-;  wa?^  to  show  t!ip  contrast  hi  tfje  expenses  of 
the  governmeut  under  a  Whiu  aduiinistrutiuu  ttud  under  a  Democratic. 
Luke  B.  Prince  of  Beverly,  a  celebrated  painter,  was  enjfoged  to  do  the 
work.  The  cntnniittnp  man  kept  his  counsel  and  watched  for  the  banner, 
la  due  time  the  beautiful  silk  banner  came  with  t!ie  poiiiait  of  Warren 
painted  on  one  side  as  directed;  on  the  other  side  no  13  million  to  ap- 
peareil.  hnt  in^f^ad  the  picture  of  a  donkey  witli  stiiblKini  <li-positi<)r>  de- 
picted on  iiis  countenance.  Here  was  mischief.  Wito  did  this?  Where 
did  tiiis  work  come  from?  was  demanded  by  every  member  of  the  com- 
pany. No  one  could  explain,  hut  there  was  suspicion  that  certain  Demo- 
crats in  ttio  company  were  "  In  it."  There  was  such  discord  that  it  ap- 
peared as  if  the  can'ipany  would  disband  at  onoe.  It  was  then  but  a  tew 
days  to  tlio  tim«'  fixed  for  the  formal  ceremony  of  prosentln{<  the  banner 
to  tilt!  coujpaiiy.  Arraufrements  were  nearly  completed,  nearly  $2000 
had  been  expendoij  fur  uniforms  and  e<jitij>ments,  costing  each  mem- 
ber $iO,  and  the  brigt)t  and  glorious  prospect.s  of  the  company  had  appar- 
ently come  to  an  end;  but,  in  the  midst  of  discord  and  confusion,  a  faint 
ray  of  light  was  allowed  to  break  in  on  the  darkness.  From  some  un- 
known source  came  word  that  the  motto  of  the  banner  originated  from  no 
member  of  the  company.  This  changed  the  aspect  of  affairs.  In  their 
glow  of  patriotism  no  one  wished  to  di-<l>aii(l  (he  company  if  it  rouM  be 
uvoidc»d.  A9  the  matter  was  explained  thoy  began  to  look  upon  the  affair 
as  a  huge  joke.  It  finally  settletl  down  that  the  Democrats,  or  Loeofocos, 
as  tiiey  wer<-  calh-d,  wcit- -a lisfi.'d  with  (ln'  pictur*-.  as  a  donk»'y  stood  for 
tirmuess,  which  trait  in  ihia  animal  they  regarded  as  representing  Jack- 
son*s  character,  while  the  Wblff«  said  the  picture  was  a  ralr  reseniblanee 
of  an  ajH".  .'in  animal  which  tlif  y  roirarchd  .Iar'k>(in  rrsombled  l)ot!i  hi 
looks  and  charactt^r.  In  this  constructiou  of  the  matter  the  subject 
rested,  every  one  enjoy inRr  bis  own  conclusions. 

T>ong  tltn*^  afterward  it  cntnp  to  lii:lit  t!iaf  flie  Inevitable  clown  in 
tile  drama  in  the  ailairii  of  the  town,  either  secular  or  sacred,  had  put  his 
foot  into  the  subject  He  had  ]iralned  access  to  the  painter  of  tlie  banner 
in  behalf  of  the  committee  for  t!in  purposr  of  makinLT  a  clinntre  in  the 
motto,  it  may  be  supposed  the  puinitir  readily  ctiiuplied  wiih  the  request,  • 
as  lie  also  was  a  Democrat  or  Locofoco.  For  prutlent  reasons  it  is  thought 
best  that  thr-  name  of  llic  i  nief  conspirator  in  tliis  affair  be  withheld  till 
a  certain  event  transpires,  which,  in  the  cf)ur«p  cf  uaiure,  sooner  or  later, 
eomea  to  all.  Everything  was  now  bnsth-  and  -^lir  in  preparation  for  the 
formal  reception  of  the  banner.  The  Boxford  Washington  Guards,  Wil- 
liam Low,  commander,  were  invited  to  be  present  on  the  occasion.  The 

Selebrated  Boston  Brass  I$and,  Joseph  Tireen  If^ader,  was  engaged  for  the 
ay.    Tills  was  the  band  which  wa-  1<  d  at  one  ttmp  by  t!if>  celebrated 

fierformer  on  the  bugl«.  Nt^d  Kendal,  uulI  later  by  Arthur  Hall.  Mr.  Hall 
)ad  a  gold  bugle  presented  to  hliii  as  a  compliment  to  his  groat  merit  as  a 
performer  on  the  bugle.  This  was  before  the  gold  basis  excitement,  other 
than  what  was  caused  by  the  gold  In  this  rare  instrument.  The  banner 
was  to  be  presented  to  the  company  (with  an  appropriate  address)  by  one 
of  Topsflt  hrs  fairest  daughters  Miss  Bally  Munday,  who  was  chosen  Xor 
this  duty  l>y  the  ladie-i  of  the  town. 

The  niod(  «•?  traveling  long  distances  In  those  days  was  by  stago.  This 
ocea:»toii  was  two  years  previous  to  the  opening  of  the  railroad  for  travel 
between  Boston  and  Salem.  The  Boston  Brass  Band  therefore  mast  come 
\i>  T"|i-fi«  Id  hy  <i:i'^r.  A  Stage  ride  fi'on  T><i-t<>ii  to  Topslleld  was  an 
adventure  which  few  in  these  years  would  care  to  undertake.  It  was  run 
or  trot  the  horses  all  the  distance  up  bill  and  down  from  start  to  finish. 
Thr'  rrlay-  In  t\v.  .  ii  TSri-ton  and  Xewburyport  were  at  Lynnfleld  and  at 
Cummings'  in  Topsileld.   The  names  of  Mcudou,  Pinkham,  Xuttle  and 
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Conant  are  fauiiliar  to  the  rildi-r  people  whose  memory  goes  back  to  those 
Joyous  days  as  the  trallant  sta-  .•  drivers  who  passed  dally  over  the  Turn- 
pike botwoptj  Boston  and  \t  \\  huryport.  Tht-  seni^a'tloo  thev  caused 
amonp:  the  jouiik  people  is  re»iioial>ered  as  tliey  reined  into  town  four-fn- 
hand  blowinpr  their  Htajro  horn  as  the  sitjnal  of  api)roach.  Great  was  the 
commotion  at  Cuintniiiu^' on  lifarinjf  the  sonnd  of  the  stage  horn.  The 
clattering"-  ol"  dislies  iind  glasses;  the  deliefoix  odor  of  rich  viands  and 
cordials  bt  tokt  ut  d  th.-  bounteous  ah\  ay<  to  be  found  atCummin>^* 
Hotel.  '1  hi-  cell  briUfd  hostt^lry  l)eeanie  the  favorite  resort  of  the  Warren 
Blues  on  many  a  festive  occasion  in  after  year?.  It  is  remembered  that  a 
learned  parrot  lived  for  many  years  in  tlie  barroom  at  this  place.  When 
the  parrot  heard  the  .sound  of  tlie  sta^re  liorn  he  always  yrave  notice  to  the 
trusty  man  of  affairs  in  a  loud,  distinct  voice,  sayinj? '-rtjcle  Jones,  stag-e 
cominfT,"  "ud  to  tlio  faithful  cook,  "(Jranny  Howdoin,  got  dinner,  sta^e 
cominp'."  <>n  the  occasi<»n  of  the  presentation  of  fhr'  banner  to  tlio 
Warren  Blues  the  extra  sta^^es,  which  bronirht  the  band  from  Boston,  were 
to  stop  at  the  new  hotel  kept  by  Captain  William  Munday.  It  was  this 
Captain's  daughter  who  was  to  deliver  the  address  and  present  the  banner 
to  the  new  company.  Captain  Afunday  gained  his  commission  in  the 
government  service  as  captain  of  a  company  of  cavalty.  This  company 
tiad  then  been  sometime  disbanded.  The  last  time  they  met  for  choice  of 
officers,  which  wa«  at  Newburyport,  the  company  had  dwindled  down  to 
so  few  in  number  that  it  took  the  whole  cumpany  to  (ill  the  olllces  except 
one  man.  The  olticerti  took  pity  on  the  poor  lone  trooper  and  b(>gan  to 
cast  about  to  make  him  an  office.  "Don't  trouble  yourselves,"  said  Thomaa 
Moore,  tiie  trooper's  name,  *'I  had  rather  be  a  whole  company  than  one 
single  oilicer.'* 

Early  on  Thursday  the  27th  of  October.  1886,  strangers  began  to  gather 
into  the  little  town  nestled  a  way  among  the  hills  where  freedom  iiad  its 
birth,  and  soon  a  great  multitude  thronged  the  village.  This  wa<  the  day 
when  the  Infantry  company  was  to  receive  Us  banner;  the  place  a  pi«ointf*d 
fur  th"  rcfiprion  was  on  rh<'  compass  in  front  of  the  academy  Tin-  a:  ino- 
ry  of  the  company  was  in  the  academy  building.  Early  in  ihe  morning 
the  company  met  at  their  armory,  from  wfiencw  they  marched  to  the  Box- 
ford  line  and  escorted  the  Boxfmd  Washinuton  (4nartls  to  the  elegant 
man-iion  of  their  generous  townsman,  Asa  Pingree,  E.sq,,  where  they  par- 
^  took  of  a  splendid  collation.  At  two  o'clock  General  Lowe.  Mjjor  Stone, 
the  two  companies  and  in viteil  guests  dintvl  ;it  Cantain  Mnnd  t\  's  lfot<  I. 
They  were  served  with  a  most  snmptuous  diiunn-.  These  mtiniltcent 
tokens  of  respect  so  politely  and  gratuitously  tendered,  excited  the  grati- 
tude of  all  who  partook  of  such  liberal  entertainment.  After  dinner  the 
two  companies-,  with  the  citizens  joining,  were  escorted  by  the  Brass  B  ind 
to  the  grounds  In  front  of  the  acadctny.  .Miss  Sally  Munday,  then  coming- 
forward  and  ^tanding  on  the  steps  of  the  building,  arrayerl  in  white,  the 
tl  ig  in  her  right  hand,  a^ldressed  the  company  in  these  words  :  — 

"Soldiers:  It  is  with  patriotic  pride,  in  the  name  of  the  ladles  of  Tops- 
flekJ,  I  present  you  this  banner  and  bid  you  emulate  tlie  virtn«s  and  mili- 
tary talent  of  the  undaunted  Warren,  whos**  name  you  have  choi»en. 
Should  the  Independence  ever  be  endangered,  which  he  and  his  associates 
gained  for  you,  may  you  arm  with  the  same  zeal  and  conquer  in  the  cause 
of  freedom.  Who  among  y»ni  will  shrink  from  tollowing  this  standarti  in 
defense  of  his  country  and  his  home  ?  Who  will  refuse  to  make  himself 
a  supporter  of  the  liberty  so  nobly  gained  by  the  herof  <  of  the  li(>volu- 
tion.  and  who,  as  the  silken  folds  of  tin's  unstained  pennaui  are  cast  to  the 
free  air  of  Heaven,  svill  fory:et  that  (iod  arms  the  hand  ami  shi»'lds  the 
heart  of  the  patriot?  In  tliis  faith  may  you  ever  be  found  amid  the 
guardians  which  Heaven  sends  to  protect  the  freedom  of  our  happy  land. 
Slay  you  never  rally  round  this  Ininner  stalT  save  in  a  rightful  cause.*' 

The  address  was  given  with  that  grace  of  nnniner  and  force  of  expres- 
■  siou,  which  called  forth  the  loud  cheers  of  the  people.  After  the  response 
by  the  band.  Captain  Nathaniel  Conant  replied  to  the  address  as  follows: 

22 


Digitized  by  Google 


*'Madam:Tii  tlio  namp  nf  thf  T<ip>.n<  Kl  Warren  Bines  we  gratefully 
jiccept  iuul  tender  our  most  respectful  ucknowledt^eineut  to  the  ladles  of 
Toptifleld  fur  thfft  very  beaatifai  ttaiidiird.  We  hope  the  name  wo  have 
selected  fur  our  f-orp^^  will  ever  prompt  us  to  deed<*  nf  valor,  and  that  In 
tliK  titii'vice  of  our  country  we  shall  always  follow  without  shainitiK  the 
Imniiirtal  image  biiroe  upon  this  flair,  and  our  homes,  ever  dear,  will 
poBAe»n  new  and  lncreuse<i  value  from  the  niantfestntiuiiri  which  the  ladies 
of  Topwfleld  have  heen  pleased  to  make  to  us  in  regard  to  our  corps.  We 

firofetfs  to  train  and  prepare  ourst  l\  t  s  lor  the  protection  of  virtue,  the  de- 
ence  of  liherty  and  independtmce.  the  security  of  our  institutions,  civil, 
literary  and  religious,  relyiniyr  for  aid  in  »uch  iniportant  duties  upon  a  con- 
tinuance of  your  favorahle  reg-ards  and  the  su)iles  of  Heaven;  and  hope 
we  sltall  be  ready  at  ail  time«>  to  adopt  the  motto  inscribed  on  our  bauoer, 
"To  die  for  one's  country  is  both  sweet  and  honorable."  The  address  of 
Ca{>t.  CiMiaiit  was  also  received  with  ^reat  apitlaus*-. 

Aftt>r  the  banner  was  received,  CapU  Couaat  placed  it  in  tbe  baud  of 
William  B.  Kimball,  who  had  been  ohngen  bearer  of  the  banner  by  the 
<'(.n)puny.  (Jem  lal  T.o\v(>  (Ih  ii  uav.*  n  smtiment  in  which  lu'  inosf  haj^pfly 
alluUed  to  the  protection  tlie  ladies  no  justly  merited  from  the  soldiers 
and  citfcens  of  uur  happy  and  glorious  Repnbllo.  In  the  eTenfnir  the 
flie  ic^vors  of  inusft'  Wfii-  ••ntcrtaiiit^d  at  tlir-  hotol  in  tlio  most  pleasinp 
manner  bv  the  performances  of  the  baud.  There  was  also  a  grand  ball 
that  eireninpr  at  Camralnfrs\ 

TlitMlay  wa-i  flue,  and  rlip  wholo  pxhihitlr.n  was  hi  illiantand  j^ratifyinj?. 
To  be  deiinile  c»»ncerninif  the  apparel  ot  tlie  fair  orator  for  the  occasion, 
her  drew  was  white  muelfn.  low  neck,  short  sleeves,  blue  trimmings,  and 
long  mitts.  Xtd  lotiErafror  t\)i9.  nvptitfiil  day  Mi?-  >Tiiuday  was  married  to 
the  lieutenant  of  the  company,  Lemuel  iiolteu  ciould,  vvluim,  it  is  said,  she 
oaptared  on  thia  oooaitlon  and  held  him  her  prisoner.  Lieutenant  Gould 
was  aftrrward  proinf^fod  captain  of  tlip  cotripany.  ('apt.  T'tmant  bcinp-  pro- 
moted Maj.i»f  hrijfude.  We  are  indebted  to  tlie  daugliler  of  Mis.  (Jouid, 
Mrs.  Ann  Oould  Ferguson,  for  a  copy  of  the  Address.  Many  incidents  of 
interest  occurred  durinjr  thp  day  in  connection  with  the  celebration,  but 
the  space  which  is  allut4t.-d  for  thib  paper  will  uut  permit  us  to  make 
leoora.  We  shall  therefore  pass  to  a  few  of  the  prominent  polntB  of  inter* 
e^t  In  connection  with  this  company. 

The  music  employed  by  the  company  for  repulur  duty,  or  the  company 
band  so  called,  is  of  next  importance  to  the  company  itself.  This  band 
was  composed  of  9>cvpu  niembers,  called  the  McKenzie  J{and;part  of  the 
members  belon^^^ini^s  in  West  Ipswich  or  Firetown,  so-called,  and  part  fn 
Topsfield.  The  leader  of  the  band,  Alfred  McKenzie,  played  H  tlat  bng^lo. 
This  was  befm^e  the  invention  of  the  cornet  of  latter  days.  It  appears  by 
the  scriptures  there  was  an  Instrnment  that  went  by  that  name  several 
thon-and  y»  ar>  a;:(t.  Addison  McKtMizic,  a  hrotlu'r  (d  AlfrtMl.  also  played 
B  Hat  bugle.  Samuel  McJveuxie,  brotbt>r  played  trombone :  Joseph  Chap- 
man, clarionet;  Wlllfam  Splller,  fife;  John  B.  Laki»,  eon  of  8i1a»  Lake  who 
many  ya?- acfo  was  a  famous  player  on  snare  drnni.  i)la\ cd  bass  drum; 
and  kphraiUkAverill  played  oa  the  snare  drum.  For  a  couutry  band  in 
those  aays  It  was  considered  frood  music.  It  the  Boston  Brass  Band  ex- 
celled in  prartifo,  fli*-  ^fr-K cnzf*"  l>and  was  not  wanting  in  tho  knowledge 
of  the  theory  of  music.  For  genius  and  quaint  origiuality  of  character, 
some  of  the  members  of  this  band  were  f^reatly  distinguished.  They 
were  gr^'atly  Iik»'d  by  the  Warren  Blues  and  continnod  to  be  the  com- 
pany's band  so  long  as  they  preserved  their  organization.  Out  of  the 
seven  members  of  the  band,  four  are  still  living,  all  over  elffhty  years  of 
age,  Kphraim  Avct  ill.  Alfr. d  Mr-Kenzie,  .lost  ph  Chapman  and  William 
Bpiller.  Out  of  tiie  w  li«>le  eoiupanv,  iJfi  vvlim  organized,  five  only  are  liv- 
ing. In  contrast  it  speaks  favorably  for  the  profession  of  a  musician  so 
far  as  It  pertains  to  lengtfi  of  days.  Mr.  Joseph  Chapman,  to  wliom  T  mn 
indebted  for  much  information  concerning  the  band  and  company,  is 
remarkably  welt  preserved  for  a  man  of  bis  age.  In  speaking  with  blm  a 
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few  days  afro  of  incidents  in  conneetfon  wfth  tlie  presentation  of  the  fla^, 

said  lip,  "T  think  I  can  recall  -  im.'  of  the  first  part  of  Miss  Munday's 
addresg.  Wasn't  it  something  this  way,  'Soldiers:  It  is  with  patriotic 
pride  I  present  you  this  banner?'  *'  Tiiese  words  were  accurately  remem- 
bered by  Mr.  Chapman  after  merely  liearing  them  uttered  nearly  sixty 

years  affo. 

Incidents  of  interest  which  happened  on  training  days  are  remembered 

by  tile  old  people  and  told  with  great  enjnviTient.  It  was  on  tho  day  of 
Brij?ade  nuister,  whici)  occurred  In  Tup>fiel«i  in  the  fall  of  or  ii*lU. 
The  field  ai)proi)riated  for  this  purpose  was  the  land  where  now  are  the 
residences  of  Mrs.  Herrick.  Miss  Kay  and  Frederick  Merriam,  extendin"^ 
bark  as  far  as  the  land  of  Mrs.  Kimbairs.  From  this  place  up  to  CapUiin 
Munday's  IIot«>K  od  that  day,  the  ground  was  covered  w  ith  .rambling 
tables,  roulette,  dice  and  other  g:ambllnf2:  Inventions,  i'he  crowd  that 
occupied  these  tnbles  was  chiefly  from  Boston.  Money  in  great  abun- 
dance was  seen  on  the  tables  and  rapidly  cliangiti):;^  hands  from  one  to 
another.  As  it  was  exposed  to  public  view  it  trreatly  annoyed  the  citizens 
of  the  town.  In  the  afternoon,  as  soon  as  the  companies  were  dismissed, 
a  platoon  of  the  Warren  Blues  was  seen  cliarfiinjj  on  the  double  quick  in 
the  direction  of  the  gambling  tables.  In  an  instant,  dice,  roulette  tables, 
money  and  all  were  overturned  and  rollintr  in  n  broken  mass  on  the 
ground.  The  gaiiil)lrrs  lit  il  for  their  lives.  This  incident  retlecfed  proat 
credit  on  the  Warreu  Blues,  and  made  them  respected  by  every  citizen  in 
town.  It  was  a  custom,  as  has  been  observed,  for  the  Warren  Blues  on 
training:  (hiys  to  visit  Cumniings'  Hotel,  situat»'d  upon  ttu-  turnpike.  It 
-was  a  pleai^ant  marcl)  there  tis  there  was  a  flue  view  at  that  place  of  the 
surronndfng  country.  They  were  on  their  return  on  this  particular  .occa- 
sion from  this  hospitablf  rt'>;ort.  wli«  ii  the  oM  militia  company,  which  was 
obliged  by  law  to  come  out  at  May  training,  had  formed  on  the  common 
and  were  on  the  march  towardi?  the  same  resort  which  the  Warren  Blues 
had  just  visited.   There  was  sonif  frcliu^r  <jxistiii^-  lietwet-u  tlx'  two  com- 

Eanies  caused  partly  by  the  contrast  in  the  uniforms  and  equipage;  partly 
y  the  great  crowd  which  followed  the  Infantry  showing  by  tliis  their 
partiality  to  the  tray  uuifoi  ins.  On  tlm  level  ground  n^ar  tlie  brook,  where 
the  two  companies  were  to  pass  each  other,  was  a  large  puddle  of  water 
which  was  can8e<i  by  the  recent  rains  and  the  formation  of  the  road, 
whif'li  was  made  in  that  pince  to  Imld  the  water.  Such  a  place  is  not  a 
rare  thing  in  these  days,  it  was  noticed  before  roaclting  th<<  spot  where 
they  were  to  pass;  a  member  ot  the  militia  company  stepped  from  the 
rat  h-^  and  toc»k  a  stone  from  the  wall  anti  eoncpaled  it  under  his  coat. 
Wlien  they  were  just  opposit*^*  the  water  the  man  threw  the  stone  with 
great  force  into  the  water,  which  splashed  mud  and  water  over  many  of 
the  gay  uniforms.  Thi<  hr<uiglit  out  a  rousing  clieer  from  the  militia,  in 
conversing  with  an  old  latly,  wife  of  one  of  tlie  infantry,  chf  >ay3,  'you 
can't  think  how  much  work  it  cost  us  to  to  keep  tlios."  nuir.>i ms  clean, 
Kvery  time  they  traincti,"  she  said,  "we  had  to  remove  tlx-  r<  d  <tripe  f;om 
the  white  trousers  (she  called  thoni  trouses,)  as  the  red  wduIcI  mix  witli 
the  white  if  washed  together,  and  we  had  to  take  otf  the  buttons  from  (he 
coats  to  crotir  tliem.  It  was  a  deal  of  work,  but,"  she  said,  "we  wimmen 
enjoyed  loukinu^  ai  the  soldiers,  all  the  same."  Tliere  really  was  no  per- 
sonal feeling  between  the  members  of  the  two  companies.  The  man  who 
thr»  \v  the  stone  that  splashed  tlie  mud  on  tlie  u!iiforms  was  one  of  the 
be.-^t  friends  of  the  Infantry.  Il<  ,  like  many  others  of  tlie  luililia,  contri- 
buted generously  to  their  suppi»rt.  lie  gave  tiiem  on  the  occasion  of  their 
organization  his  peculiar  sum,  which  lie  gave  for  special  objects,  $;i3.8^ij^.j, 
and  managed  some  way  to  make  the  chatige  himself.  He  was  no  other 
than  Asa  Pingree,  wh(»  entertained  theui  so  generously  at  his  mansion  on 
the  occasion  of  the  reception  of  their  banner. 

For  want  of  time  we  can  merely  allude  to  the  sham  fight  at  the  Brigade 
muster  in  Boxford,  in  the  fall  of  IKHS,  which  rellected  gr.  af  credit  on  the 
discipline  of  the  Watreo  Blues,  al.no  their  visit  at  Bunker  Hill,  4th  of  July 
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1848,  on  the  occasion  of  celebratlnRr  the  completion  of  Bunker  Hill  mona- 

nif>tit.  Daniel  Wol)st('r  (N  livf-rlnp:  tlip  oration.  How  loti^-  tho  or;ratiizati<)n 
cuntiuned  we  have  nu  record.  Independent  companies  received  a  bounty 
of  flTC  dollars  a  soldier.  In  1845  they  received  the  last  bounties  of  which 
tliey  havK  n  record.  About  tlii-^  tinio  the  law  providing  for  this  bounty 
wat)  repealed  and  the  company  disbanded. 

We  now  come  to  that  part  ot  the  history  of  the  company  of  ohiefesfc 
i!iil>ortance.  What  mean  tlie  letters  on  that  rap  and  knap><aek,  T.  \V  r»., 
Tupslield  Warren  Blue:}?  Whatdid  the  name  of  Warren  signify  to  that 
company?  What  does  the  name  oT  Warreri  sifjiiify  to  us?  In  answer  to 
this  question  we  point  to  the  Nation.    Tliere  she  is — behohl  her! 

Af»  we  consider  th«!  many  millions  that  have  been  allected  by  the  name 
Warren.'the  increasinir  millions  who  are  yet  to  follow,  it  is  flttinc:  to  note 
if  fw^  are  grnided  by  the 'iaine  compass  that  directed  tliat  trreat  leader  in 
the  principles  that  laid  the  foundation  of  the  Great  Ri'public.  In  the 
library  of  the  state  department  is  a  volume  of  manuscripts  of  irreat  value. 
They  are  the  ori^:in:iI  responses  sent  by  the  Massachusetts  towns  to  the 
committee  of  correspondenc-^,  Samuel  Adarcs,  Joseph  Warren  and  James 
Otis,  who  had  asked  the  people  to  convene  tof^ether  and  express  their  feel- 
inprs  and  opinion  in  regard  to  the  infriuf^ements  of  Parliament  on  the 
rights  of  the  p«'ople,  so  that,  in  the  answers  returned,  the  collected  wisdom 
ami  forlitutb'of  the  whole  people  mitrht  dictate  measures  for  the  rescue 
of  their  happy  and  g:loriou8  consUtutioo."  One  of  those  ^pers  is  from 
Topsfleld  siloed  by  Captain  Samuel  Smith,  Captain  John  Boardman  and 
Deaeon  John  Qouid,  a  committee  chosen  by  the  town  to  forward  their 
answer. 

We  honor  and  revere  the  men  of  the  Revolution  for  their  bravery  in  the 
hour  of  battle,  but  tlieir  conraj^H  dates  back  to  the  priiu'iyiles  wlilch  In- 
spired ttiem,  the  preparation  for  tiie  coming  event.  The  collected  wisdom 
and  fortitude  of  the  people,  as  expressed  through  these  papers  from  the 
different  towns,  inspired  them  with  courag-e  for  the  c<Mninir  eonflict.  It 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  flrst  government  of  the  people  on  the  earth, 
create<l  by  tiie  people  and  for  the  people.  It  was  sealedT  In  the  blood  of 
the  itnniortal  Warten.  Surrounding  that  prreat  spiritaregatliered  a  prreat 
inullitude  who  have  given  their  lives  to  defeml  the  government  tiiat  the 
Nation  might  live  and  not  perish  from  the  earth.  As  we  dedicate  this 
evenlnirtothememoryofourpatriotfathers.it  is  fitting  that  we  remnv 
our  vows  of  (Ideiity  to  the  principles  for  which  they  gave  their  ''kut^  full 
meaaure  qf  devotionJ* 

Roster  of  tbe  Compaoy* 

CommlMilonpiI.  CommlRsloncd 
Oapt.NatlMMiiM  Cknmnt  Jttmso.  i.s:{ii  :y<i  Limit.  TlMnnssQeald  May^,  ihio 

<^pt.  LmbimI  B.  Goold  Dee.  fl,  isto  k naign  Joel  Lake  June  HI,  IHM 

Ut  Lieut.  Natlumtol  PerU  y      Jtta#iOi.  WW  KnsiKn  Nehemlah  Bateti  Nov.  IS,  IflBT 

1st  MvQt.  Joel  I<nk(>  Nov.  M,  iHtr  Huri!<>on  Joseph  C.  Batclielder. 

Iflt  Usut.  Thoa.  P.  MundajT        Iiee.  M,        HurK(K>n'8  Mate,  Jo«epb  Llojnil  Wellington. 
M  Lieur.  Thomaa  P.  Maaday     MayST,  1H40  Chaplain,  iMoard  B.  OitBln. 
Id  Lteot  Tbotnas  Oould  Dec.  ti,  IHtO 

('apt.  XatM  Conant  was  promoted  Sept. 7,  1810,  major  and  inspector  of 
the  4th  iiriKade,  Mass.  Lt.  Infantry. 

Lieut.  Nat'l  Perley  was  promoted  major  Aug.  8|  1837,  Lieut.  Col.  Sept,  6, 
isfs,  (  olonel  Mar.  27,  1889  and  Brigadier  Oenerai  of  the  4th  Mass.  Light 

Infantry  S.-pt.  4,  1H40. 

Adams,  Bknjamin  F.  Came  from  .N.  11^  was  a  farmer  and  shoemaker, 
bnllt  the  honse  now  owned  by  Levi  Beal,  removed  to  Reading,  Mass., 
about  1875.  and  di«  d  there  in  1»«,  affed  HO. 

Adams,  BaNJAM IN.  Came  from  Middleton,  Mass.,  was  a  shoemaker  by 
trade,  built  the  honse  now  occupied  by  J.  JT.  Hardy,  was  popnlarly 
known  a-;  "T.it?!.-  lien."    Died  in  Topsfleld  in  1H4U,  aeed  8(5. 

Andkkws,  a  a  HON  A.  Horn  in  Toostleld,  a  butcher  by  trade  and  em- 
ployed by  T.  P.  liunday,  eiilistea  in  28d  Mass.  Infantry,  but  was  never 
mustered  into  the  aervioe. .  Died  in  Topsfleld  in  1877,  aged 
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ATKINsov.  M'illiam  D.  Came  to  Topsfleld  from  Lynn,  woikptl  at  bIs 
trade,  Ixmse  paititiiir;,  for  u  sIhm  t  time,  jn)d  rexnoved  lo  lio:>ton. 

AVEKILL,  Aarox  Pkrley  Bot  ii  iti  Tup.sfield,  a  shoeinaker  by  trade, 
removed  to  (ieorjrptown  ntid  (lied  there  in  IWi').  a^e(J  55. 

Baloh,  Nkhkmiah  liorn  in  Topsfield  and  died  there  in  18H4,  aged  77. 
Was  a  shoe  manufacturer,  served  the  town  as  treasurer  and  assessor, 
was  ensign  of  the  company. 

Batchkldkk.  JosKi'H  <;rMMix«s  Came  from  iitixford,  whs  an  exellent 
physician,  removed  to  Templeton,  Mass.,  in  1H5(),  after  praeticing  med- 
icine in  Topsflrild  nearly  fifteen  years;  he  was  the  successor  of  Jere- 
miah Htone  .M.  1).,  who  removed  to  Provincetown,  Mass..  in  I8.i(>.  J)r. 
Batchclder  huilt  tlie  house  now  ownetl  and  occupied  hy  Jolin  Bailey; 
he  was  representative  to  the  (ieneral  U  Durt  in  IH46,  wad  the  inventor 
of  the  borinj?  machine  that  was  used  for  a  time  while  the  Iloosac  Tun- 
nel wa-i  Ix  iiiir  constructed,  proving  at  tl)at  titn*' a  partial  failure,  en- 
listed as  surgeon  in  the  2id  Mass.  V'^ois.,  but  saw  little  service,  was 
surpeon  of  the  company  of  "Blues." 

Bas^ i;  I  I .  n  vvrn  C  imefrom  (Tiouce-^t^r  and  learned  the  wheelwrigbt*s 
trade  with  Thomas  K.  Leach,  removed  to  Beverly  ? 

Blaisorlt^  Jambs  Born  in  Topsfleld  and  died  there  In  18n6,  a^ed  32,  a 
shoemaker  by  trade. 

Bkackktt,  Charles  C.  Came  from  Wolfboro,  N.  H.,  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade  and  built  many  of  the  older  houses  now  standinpr  in  town,  also 
in  ISlS  tlie  eliurch  at  Llnebrook  parish.  lie  lived  in  town  ahcuit  tt>n 
years,  removin^j:  to  Ipswich  n  1848  and  afterwards  to  Quincy,  Mass., 
where  he  died  abont  1H80.  Represented  the  town  at  the  General  Court 
in 

BBAD8TKKKT,  JoiiN    Bom  iu  Topstleld  and  died  there  in  1847,  aged  36,  was 

a  shoemake,  at  one  time  living  in  Boxford. 
Bbai>stio>t.  WiliiIam  Born  in  Topsfleld,  a  farmer,  and  is  now  living 

in  J )a livers. 

Chapman.  Rdwabd  A.  He  was  a  cabinet  maker  by  trade,  and  also 

worked  a-*  a  hon  •  i  linter.    Hemovpd  to  Haverhill. 
Chapman.  John  Iv.   Came  from  Liut^i>rt>ok  parish,  Ipswich,  shoemaker 

and  farmer.   Is  now  livinjr  in  Ipswich. 
Clakk.  David   Born  in  [  .psfleld  and  died  there  iu  1880,  aged  66.  Farmer 

Jjelectman  for  a  luimitf  r  ot  years. 
CoNANT,  Nathanikl  Born  in  Topsfieid  and  died  there  In  1872,  ajjed  76. 

Was  captain  of  the  '  I'.Iih  s"  at  their  organization,  afterwards  being 

j>ri»motedto  he  major  and  brigade  inspector  of  the  4tli  Brigade  Mass. 

Light  Infantry.   He  represented  the  town  twice  at  the  General  Court, 

in  IH54  and  isf,:?. 

Crowkll,  JosiA H    Came  from  Salem,  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade.  Died 

in  T«)psflHl(|  iu  imi.  aged  H<.». 
CUKUIKR.  MosKS  J.    ('ame  from  Enfield,  X.  II..  was  a  clerk  in  F.  X, 

Perley's  general  store,  and  after  livintj  in  town  about  tiiree  years 

removed  to  Danvers,  wliere  he  died  in  181)2. 
DoDoi:,  Fran(  i»  Lived  in  iiauiiltou,  was  a  fanner. 

Elliot,  Chaki.rs  .A.  "Rom  In  Topsfieid,  was  a  shopmalcer  and  farmer. 

llt'innved  to  Daiivcm  (n  1855  and  died  there  in  is'.i". 
Gallup,  William  roia'£<«  Born  in  Topsfleld,  atui  died  there  in  1890, 

a^f^d  HO.   Was  a  shoe  bottom  finisher,  and  engaged  in  the  undertaking 

bnsin<     fur  a  luimberof  years,  built  the  hmi-c  now  occupied  by  Ills 

sou,  W.  \V.  CuUup,  was  sergeant  iu  the  company. 
GiFPoRD,  William  R.  Came  from  Salem,  removed  to  the  state  of  Xew 

York  ill  lslHor4.  Farmer. 
GouLU,  Akial  H.    Born  in  Topsfleld  and  died  therein  1870,  a;;ed  01. 

Carried  on  a  large  butchering  business,  was  selectman  for  a  number  of 

years. 

(toi'LD,  Ch  \RLES  Born  in  Topsfleld,  shoemaker.   Is  still  living. 

GouLD^  EwKKaoN  P.    Born  in  Topsfleld.  A  school  master  In  his  young:er 

days,  aftorwards  learning  tli.'  hutciierlng  business.  Kiili-ited  in  the 
48th  Mass.  Vols.,  and  died  in  the  hospital  at  Baton  Ilouge,  La.,  June  5, 
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1863s  ageu  5I«  f ruin  the  etfeetH  of  an  injury  received  in  tiie  slaughter 

house  connected  with  the  army  headquarters. 
GoT  i.n,  .TovATirAN  Pom  kr   Born  in  Tf^psfleld  and  died  there  in  1860* aged 

4*5.    Carried  on  u  large  butcherinc  business 
GoTLD,  JosiAH  L.   Burn  in  Topefleld  and  died  there  in  ]88Q,  a^ed  flS. 

Was  a  farinrr.  btiilt  tho  hnu»so  tunv  iisvnod  by  H<>r;ic<'  l]tncl>trert. 
Gi>inJ>,  Lkmi'KL  llni/i ON    Born    in  T«ip>fi<»Id  in  isoi).  fiu  iiH  i  .    Went  xo 

California  in  1  s'>s,  living  there  uniil  liis  deatli  ;i  t  S;icranif  nto  In  1877, 

Was  captain  of  the  oompauy  succeeding  Capt.  Nathaniel  Conant  in 

184U. 

Gould,  Thomas  Born  In  Topefleld  and  died  there  In  1882,  aged  7fi«  was  a 

fartner.  supfrintendenr  of  nitnsliuuse  for  nearly  12  years,  a  select- 
niun.  uiul  represented  the  Idwii  at  the  General  Court  in  1849.  Served 
as  2d  and  3il  lieutenant  of  tt)e  company. 

Gkifi'T'^'  Lkonakd  B.  a  minister  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
Burn  in  Connecticut,  came  to  Topsfleld  from  (Jloucester,  preached  in 
Topsfield  in  1840-1,  a  successful  charpe,  twenty-five  joininu-  the  oliurcli 
while  under  his  care.  From  Topsileid  he  went  to  Cambridgeport;  was 
chaplain  of  tlie  company. 

Hood,  John  (lOt  LD  Born  in  Topsfleld  and  (Ih  .I  th.  r*'  in  1858,  aped  51. 
Was  nu  able  schoolmaster  in  his  youuger  days,  alterwards  a  farmer 
and  justice  of  the  peace,  alao  holding  many  omees  In  the  town  govern- 
nient.  For  a  awAt  tnatiy  y<  ars  he  manufactured  coffins, supplying 
Topsfleld  and  the  adjoining  towns. 

H0BBAKD,HuMPHiticvGrouLD  Bom  lo  Topsfleld  and  died  there  tn  tM7, 
aped  40.  Shoemaker. 

jAiiKs4,  SamueIi  Born  in  Balem  and  died  la  Topsfleld  in  ]8i3,  aged  !7i. 
Was  a  shoemaker,  afterwards  enpapinf?  fn  the  expre^  business  De- 

Iwtcn  Topsfield  and  Balmn.  rni  ryinii  it  on  at>  n  t  t  >  n  v.  1 1 

KiMRAl.1.,  Bknjamin  Born  in  TopsHeld  and  dieil  tiiere  in  1882,  aged  80. 
Manufactured  a  hiph  prade  of  boots:  was  town  treasurer  ItiSSMtl. 

KlMBAi.r-,  M  i.TAM  K.  Borti  in  Toiwficld  rnrried  on  a  blacksniif liinp 
busin^-.-s  HI  his  earlier  days,  but  atterwards  engaged  in  the  grocery 
and  East  India  poods  business;  died  in  Danvers. Nov.,  1806, aged  91. 

Lakk,  I)avii>  ,Tn.  Born  in  Topsfleld,  a  farmer,  btit  at  nno  tftne  carrie(l  on 
a  shoe  manutacturinp  business;  became  inflicted  with  tlie  gold  fever 
in  1852  and  started  for  California  by  way  of  the  Isthmus.  Reached 
Panama  in  safety  and.  with  some  seventy*  others,  cliartfred  a  small 
schooner  and  sailed  for  Han  Francisco.  The  vessel  \\n->  msufticiently 
jtrnvi-^ioned  and  nearly  half  of  those  on  board  died  of  starvation  and 
found  a  watery  pravp.  Tli-^  survivors  firuilly  reached  the  California 
coast,  and  after  spetuiiuK  lour  years  in  the  state  Mr.  Lake  returnetl  lo 
Topsfleld  April  4.  18ry.K  He  started  for  California  a  second  time,  and  on 
the  28th  died  ia  the  Pacillc  ocean  on  the  upward  voyage  from  Panamai 
aped  (52. 

Lakk,  Ei.KAZKR,  Ju,  Boin  in  Topsfield  and  died  there  In  IflfTT,  aped  67. 
He  was  a  farujer  and  shoenniker;  was  held  in  preat  repute  as  a  hunter. 

Lakk,  .John  Bkown  Born  In  lloston  and  died  in  Boxford  in  1878.  aped  «1. 
Was  a  farmer  and  shoemaker.  Started  for  (California  in  1852,  reached 
Panama,  but  was  unable  to  obtain  passape  for  i>an  Francisco  and 
returned  to  Topsfleld.  Enlisted  in  the  £1d  Mass.  Inf.;  was  base  drum- 
mer in  MrKeii/J<  "-;  band. 

IiAKB,  JOHt>  Bora  in  Topsfield  and  died  there  in  1S(H>,  aged  67.  8hoe 
manufacturer  and  nurseryman. 

Lamsov,  JosfAH  B.  Born  in  Topsfleld  and  died  there  In  1868.  aged  58. 
Farmer. 

Lanb,  Thomas  L.  Bom  in  Gloucester  and  died  In  Topsfleld  fn  I85A,  aped 

40.    Wa -  a  hoot  and  shoe  manufaef  u I  '  l  .  scN  c t  ui a  ii  for  ni :ni  v  y im  i 
Lbaoh,  Thomas  Kimball  Came  from  Wenham  and  died  in  Topsfield  ia 

I88S,  aged  77.  Carried  on  a  wheelwright  business  for  67  years. 
Lkmont.  Stbphkn  W.  r'aiii  >  from  Litchfield,  Me.,  and  died  in  Topsfleld 

ill  1844.   Wasa  blacksmitii. 
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Lewis,  Frederick  A.  Came  from  Sal^m  ♦  wns  a  snilor  by  profession,  but 

worked  nt  shoenmkintr.  iit  one  time  saflinl  in  c'oastin}^  ami  flstiing: 

vesseis.  ThA  Gloucester  boat  of  wliich  he  was  first  mate  was  lost  on 

the  Grand  Banks,  not  a  man  returning?  to  tell  the  tale. 
LoN<4,  IIexkv    Caiiit'  frotii  Xo.  Aticlovcr,  Ma<s.,  and  dit'd  in  Topsfleld  in 

1871,  uged  52.   Jilacksinitli  and  stable  keeper.    He  at  one  time  traiued 

with  the  Washfnfrton  Guard?  of  Bo \ ford. 
McKknzik,  Ai>ius<>n    I>i)rn  in  T«»psflel(l   and  died  in  Dovrr,  X.  If.,  in 

18G(>.  aged  44.    He  was  a  machinist  by  trade;  played  ii  Hat  bugle  in 

McKenxIe*8  band. 

MrKKXZiK,  Ai.i  iJKi)   Born  in  Top-fljdd  and  is  now  living  in  Peabudy, 
shoe  niannfucturer.   Leader  of  McKenxie's  band,  playing  B  flat  bugle. 
MoKKNztR,  CnNSTANTiNB   Bom  In  T»psfletd.  a  carpenter  by  trade;  went 

Tn  Calirornla  in  IHo'iand  is  now  livinq:  in  San  Fran'Msco. 
Mc'Kknzik,  ^r^AMUELS    Horn  in  Top.-^hold  and  di«'d  ttiere  in  1891, aged  81. 

Civil  »M)jirineer  and  jpwellHr:  s«leetnian  and  r  cpi  <'<t  iitative  to  the  Gen« 

oral  Court  in  1862.    Played  irotnhone  in  MtKenzic's  band. 
AIuoKU,  Thomas    Horn  in   Topsfleld  and    died  liiere  in  1808,  apred  66, 

Butcher.    Was  standard  bearer  of  the  company. 
Mr.Ni>AV.  Thomas  V.    Uovu  in  1  .)[)sfi»dd  and  died  tiiere  in  lH(5!i,  ay:«*d  45. 

Carried  on  a  lar^^e  ijulfhering  businej<s;  was  lit  and  2d  lieutenant  of 

the  company. 

Pearody.  Ai  oi  stini;  Pimonds  Horn  in  Topsfield  and  di»  d  tliere  in  1884, 
aged  7.i.  Was  a  »olioul  teacd)er,  sshoe  cutter,  and  at  one  time  engaged  In 
stock  l)rokerage  business  in  lioston.  For  nearly  forty  years  he  was  sn- 
perinti  ndent  of  the  Sunday  school  oonnecteil  with  tiie  Congregational 
church.  Served  tlie  town  as  selectman  for  nine  years;  was  orderly 
sergeant  of  the  company. 

Peaiu)|>y.  Fkamms  Dana.  Born  ia  Topstield  and  died  in  Kowley  in  1891, 
aged  75;  bootmaker.   

Peabooy,  Thomas.  Ju.  Horn  in  Topsfield  and  died  in  GeorgetowD  In  1872, 
aged  47.   Shoemaker.    Enlisted  in  the  26d  .Mass.  \'ols. 

Pkahody,  William  Ccmminqs  liorn  in  Topsfield  and  is  now  livingr  In 
(Georgetown  8lit>emaker.  At  the  present  time<189&)l8  the  oldest  fire- 
man  living  in  Mass. 

Perkins,  Amos,  ,Ir,  Born  In  Topsfield  and  died  there  In  1894,  aged  84. 
Shoo  manufacturer. 

Fkrkins,  Nathaniel,  Jk..  Born  in  Wenhanc  and  died  in  TopslieM  in 
1846,  aged  82.  Farmer. 

Pkkkins.  Nkiikmiah,  Jk.  Horn  in  Topsfield,  died  in  Auburn,  Me.,  in  1692, 
aged  71.   Farmer  and  shoemaker. 

Perkins,  Robert  Sumnbk  Born  in  Topsfield,  school  teacher,  removed 
to  Danvers  and  engaged  in  tli*  <%o;tp  business.  Is  still  living  iu  Daa- 
vers.    Was  sergeant  in  the  couipauy. 

Per  LEY,  Him  VH  REV  Born  in  Ipswich.  Is  now  living  in  Boxford,  farmer. 

Pehl!  v.  .loHN. .Ju.  Horn  in  Ipswich  and  was  found  dead  in  Topsfield  in 
1880,  aged  76.  Farmer. 

Pehlry,  John  Francis.  Jr.  Born  in  Boxford  and  died  Id  Topsfield  in 
IS'.):'.,  ajred  69.    SlioenuikfT  jmd  carpenter. 

i'EKLKY,  Nathaniel  Horn  in  Hoxford,  died  in  Topsfield  in  1S04,  aged  37. 
Carpenter  and  shoemaker. 

Pbblky.  Nathaxikl  Horn  in  Topsfield  .'in<l  <lied  in  Boston  in  1842,  aged 
43.  Kept  general  and  East  India  good^  store,  1st  lieutemnit  of  the 
company  at  its  organisation,  promoted  through  the  various  grades  un- 
til S.'pt.  I.  IKJi),  h<^  was  commissioned  l'>i  iLr;idit  i'  General  of  the  4th 
Hrigade  Mass.  Light  Infantry.  Hepre^- iiled  the  town  at  the  General 
Court  In  1838. 

Pehlky,  Os<!<kh)    Horn  in  Boxford,  died  in  Topsfield  ISSn.  a^'f d  71,  l)ntcher. 

Pkillips,  AxintKW  .J ACKSoy  Horn  in  Salem.  .Shoemaki  r  and  farmer. 
For  a  number  of  years  sailed  from  New  Bedford  on  \vli:ilin^'  voyages, 
enlisted  inHd  Mass.  Ily.  Ai  ty.  X"\\  living  in  Ijnt  hrook  Parish,  Ipswich. 

Phillips,  John   liorn  in   Topslieid.  Parmer.    Killed  in  lb40  by  being 
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thrown  from  a  horse.    Was  huried  from  the  house  of  Joel  Luke  with 

military  honors  from  the  "Warren  Hlues." 
PoiTKR,  John  II.    Born  in  Ipswicli.    Carpenter  and  house  builder.  Built 

a  nuinl)erof  liouses  in  Topsfleld  and  is  still  living  there,  workinc;  at 

his  trade.   Represented  tho>town     the  Qeneral  Court  in  1881;  aeject- 

man  for  a  number  of  years. 
8MAI.L,  Isaiah  M.   Came  from  Alton,  X.H.  Shoemaker  and  carpenter, 

t'iii»st:i hie  f  )!•  many  years.    Removed  to  New  York  state. 
8Tii.Et».  Fkkdkkiok  Born  in  MidUleton.  Bhoe  manufacturer.  Still  liv- 

ingr  in  Topsfleld. 

Taylor,  TROWBKr  DC.  K  C'i  htis  "Rom  In  Weymoudi,  Muss.  Came  to  Tops- 
tleld  from  Linebrook  Parish.  Shoemaker.  Enlisted  in  23d  Mass.  Vols., 
a«  musician.  Removed  to  Ipswich  and  died  there  in  1898. 

Todd,  John  Born  in  Ipswich.  Shoemaker  and  farmer.  Died  In  Tops- 
iield  ill  1865,  a^od  49. 

TowNE,  BRNJAMiir  B.  Born  In  Topsileld,  and  died  there  In  1888,  agred  76w 
Farmer  and  shoemaker;  selecttnati  ISM-f) 

Waitt,  William  liorn  in  Topsfield  and  died  there  in  1888,  aged  77. 
Bhoemtiker  And  expressman.   Was  blind  the  last  years  of  his  life. 

Wl'llin  ("i  '  \.  TosKEMi  LnoYD  Came  from  Tenir  lf'toii  >T  i  —  .  Was  a  med- 
ical stiulent,  studying  with  Dr.  Batchelder,  ilia  broliu  r-in-law.  Sur- 
geon's Mate  of  the  company. 

WiLDK.s,  MosBB,2d  Born  in  Topefleld,  died  there  In  1886,  aged  81.  Shoe- 
maker. 

Whipplr,  John  B.  (^'ame  from  Hamilton.  Butcher.  Died  in  6o«  Tarn- 
worth,  X.  H.,  in  188;^.  aged  50. 
WuiuHT,  James  Blacksmith.  Kemoved  to  LowelL 
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The  Trial  of  Elizabeth  Porter  Bradstreet  for  the 

Crime  of  Arson. 


BY  Mils.  THEODORE  W.  HAVEN. 


*«tand  still,  my  steed. 

lAjt  me  rpvlew  the  scene 
And  summon  from  the  ithadowy  Past 

The  forms  tbnt  once  bnvo  been." 

Down  the  sislea  of  memory  come  trooping  in  vriads  of  shadowy  figures 
and  fancies,  ghostly  remembrances  of  child hood*8  imaginative,  dreamy 

hours. 

Perhaps  the  first  distinctive  one  Is  that  of  attending^  divine  bervlee  in 

tin-  iiiet'tinir  Jions*',  ii^,  it  was  generally  called  in  those  days.  Xrivv  its  more 
familiar  appellative  is  tiie  church.  Clearly  do  1  rf>caii  iti  external  app«^ar- 
anoe  of  three  decades  a^o.  The  vast  area  of  its  hare^  white-washed  walls, 

thf  hicr<>irlypli ic  ncros-;  their  surfacr  iii:t;i'*  f>y  criieks  in  the  plaster- 

ing; tlie  vivid  impression  of  one  of  them  back  of  ilie  wing-  {tews  on  the 
westsldeof  the  nave  has  never  been  effaced  from  memory's  camera.  It 
ase<  iidfil  and  descended  in  rf^irular  liru>s  like  stt^p'^  and  someliow  I  associ- 
ated it  will)  the  ladder  ascendiiiL'  into  Fleaven,  a.>?  narrated  in  the  story  of 
Jacob's  dream." 

Well  do  I  remember  the  ri^in^^  of  a  ffray  !^aired  man  who  used  to  sit  in 
one  of  the  east  winj?  pews,  during  prayer  ser\  ice.  I  could  never  reconcile 
his  3tandiMp:  up.  while  the  rest  of  the  men  in  the  cengreK-ation  rentaiiied 
seated.  Often  1  wondered  if  it  were  a  penalty'  for  something  h«'  liad  done 
amiss.  I  have  since  learned  it  was  a  custom  iiandetl  down  from  our  "Pur- 
itan ancestors,"  a  visible  protest  against  tlie  kneeling  ceremony  of  the 
•'Established  Ciuirch."  DonhtlrsM  his  fatlier-s  from  the  third  generation 
back  had  done  likewise;  liis  giaiid-cliildren  follow  not  the  custom,  for  it 
has  become  oi>»olete. 

Sliall  1  forego  m^^ntiotj  of  iho  prenclier  who  occupied  the  pulpit  whose 
w*ords  of  exhortatiuiu  war  iiinj.;  and  prayer  were  heard  from  it  for  so  many 

f rears  and  percliance  find  a  responsive  echo  in  the  souls  of  some  of  my 
learers?  Indeed,  no!  In  those  days  1  liad  only  a  ciiiUrs  acquaintance 
with  him,  a  feeling  of  awe  and  respect  when  lie  spoke  to  me.  a  sense  of 
having  been  greatly  honored  if,  percliance,  he  grasped  my  hand.  In  after 
years  these  emotions  were  only  intensified  by  a  more  intimate  acquain- 
tance, a  fuller  appreciation  of  the  grand,  noble  (]ualities  of  his  mind  and 
soul.  Measured  by  the  agnostic  standards  of  today  doubtless  lie  would 
be  reckoned  as  narrow  in  his  theology,  by  the  criticism  of  the  "Andover 
heresy"  as  bigoted  In  his  views;  but,  by  the  measure  "pure  in  heart," 
majestically  he  towers  among  his  contemporaries  and  successors  as  well. 

Deep  set  iu  the  recesses  of  the  childish  memories  is  tiie  picture  of  a 
woman*s  face,  her  form  bowed  by  the  inflrmltlen  of  ago;  plainly  I  see  her 
before  me.  "in  my  mind's  eye even  to  tin  d»  tails  ni  Iit  r  Vostuinc,  a 
"paisley"  shawl,  which  she  invariably  wore,  a  black,  embroidered  idpauish 
lace  veil,  always  partially  drawn  over  her  face,  are  indelibly  imprinted  on 
its  retina.  There  was  soniptliinq:  in  that  face  wliirli  attracted  my  fancy. 
I  know  I  must  have  inquired  as  regurdti  its  poitsehsor,  iu  my  early  years, 
for  the  outlines  of  her  story  seem  almost  a  personal  recollection.  May  It 
Interest  you,  as  it  has  nio. 

Backward  1  Hiug  the  curtain  of  time,  which  slowly,  solemnly,  unceas- 
ini^ly  has  dropped  its  folds  around  the  actors  of  the  event  about  to  be  nar- 
rated, shrouiliiig  within  its  unfolding  enibract-  all  of  them.  Fifty-t  ight 
years  make  wide  ravages  amongst  the  dwellers  of  earth.  l>eath  with  a 
relentless  sickle  mercilessly  cuts  down  his  victims.  The  passinier  knetl, 
niayhnp.  a  <liaft  of  marble,  are  thf  only  tantrihlo  r-vidr'tices  of  our  Iiuvinfr 
existed.   He  who  serves  well  his  day  and  generation,  liaply  has  attained 
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unto  earth's  hif^rhest  ^ood ;  to  have  served  them  ill,  that  man  is  cursed. 
The  story  opens  with  tlie  account  of  a  dire  l  al amity, one  of  deatruetiOQ 
ODgendered  by  tliat  always  to  be  dreaded  foe,  tire. 

The  Salem  Gazette  djited  Oct.  17,  IH30,  contains  the  followlnt*  para- 
graph :  "On  Monday  mornin}^  a  fire  broke  out  on  tlu-  pi  t  iii  isi  s  of  Mr.  Joim 
lieu,  Jr.,  in  Topsflelti,  by  which  a  tavern.  Urge  baru  and  store  beiongiug 
to  this  gentleman  wfire  destroyed.  We  are  Informed  by  people  who  were 
on  the  spot  that  ttif  fiit>  originated  in  tlie  Darn,  tli«'  i-oiit*  nts  ot  whicli  a 
Jar|(e  quantity  of  hay,  grain,  etc.,  two  iiorseft,  several  hoxnt  two  ciiai&ea  and 
two  or  three  wagons,  were  destroyed.  Considerable  of  the  house  fornl' 
ture  was  consumed ;  also  many  other  articles  in  the  house,  ith  liiitiii^:  a 
goid  watch.  Mr.  Pt^rley'it  ntore  on  the  opp>»2iite  aide  of  the  street  was  pre« 
served  with  ^reat  difficulty.  It  is  suiiposed  that  the  fire  was  the  worlc  of 
an  incendiary,  as  it  was  first  d iscov l'i nl  in  a  part  of  tho  barn  n<ti  used  a;* 
a  tavern  stable  and  iuto  which  no  one  had  been  known  to  carry  a  light. 
Mr.  Rett  was  aroused  at  about  one  o'olook.  The  alarm  reached  Salem  a 
lirtlf  hoforo  2.  Tsvo  r-npines  fn*ni  Dan  vers  and  (Mio  from  Vew  Rowley  (now 
Georgetown j  were  present,     Loss,t>5  0iK>.    lusured,  $2,(XjO." 

The  event  of  the  fire  was  an  ezoitiiig  episode  in  the  history  of  the  vil- 
lage. M»>st  of  the  inliahitants  were  in  bed  and  asI.M-p  at  the  time  it  cotn- 
uieuced  .  Mr.  Chas.  Ciould  had  just  retired  to  his  home.  He  partially 
dressed,  got  on  a  horse  and  rode  through  the  town  giving  the  alarm.  The 
tavern  stood  on  the  site  of  tlie  store  now  occupied  by  Mr.  I.  Trow- 
bridge;  the  store  on  the  site  of  Mr.  John  Bailey's  residence.  There  were 
no  buildings  on  tlie  same  side  of  tlie  i^treet  on  the  north  frona  Wildes*  cor- 
ner but  a  blacksmith  shop.  Soutdi  of  the  tavern  was  th^.*  new  Samuel 
Gould  house.  Next  to  it  stood  the  old  S.  Gould  house,  and  from  there 
none  till  tlie  house  of  .John  G.  Hood  on  the  present  corner  of  Main  and 
Prospect  streets.  What  to  me  seems  remarkable  is  the  fact  that  it  is  the 
only  fire  on  the  main  street  of  the  village  since  it  was  first  settled.  May 
tt  b«  the  last. 

Of  course  the  ever  recurring  question  as  regards  the  fire  was:  IIow 
was  it  set?  Who  did  it?  The  property  was  Insured  for  a  large  sum  for 
those  days;  but  th?r<'  was  a  mortgage  upon  It,  held  by  Hon.  Ashael  Hunt- 
ington, whioii  covered  the  lull  amount.  Capt.  Hea  had  recently  failed  in 
business,  and  the  loss  of  his  property  by  fire  beggared  him,  so  to  spoak. 
The  topic  was  [irt  tty  jrenerally  canvassed  by  the  townsfolk, as  are  ioi  al 
iiappeuings  at  the  present  tUne.  Many  whispered  suspicions  which  they 
dared  not  utter  aloud.  Mutterfngs  of  distrust  against  the  Reas  were 
iK'ard  on  the  fiorizon  i)f  ptihlic  opinion,  but  iionr-  anti('i{);it*'d  the  terriflo 
bolt  nor  its  course  in  striking  a^i  uui^uspecting,  unprepared,  unwarned 
viotitn. 

A  clipping  from  the  Salem  Gazette  of  Dec.  18, 1830,  tells  the  story 

CAriT.XL  CASE. 

A  magistrate's  court  wasbeid  la^t  week  at  Topsfleld  before  John  W. 
Proctor,  E>«)  -  f'*"*  examination  of  Miss  Elisabeth  Porter  Bradstreet,  a 
maiden  la<ly  of  a  r« v^pectable  family,  .ui  ('oiiii)Iaint  made  against  her, 
charging  hur  with  the  crime  of  arson,  in  setting  tire  to  the  dweiiiog  house 
and  buildings  of  Oapt.  John  Bea  in  Topsfleld  a  lew  weeks  since. 

The  Saleiti  (la/t  tre,  dated  D*c.  IH,  ISJiH,  contains  the  following: 

By  consent  of  ttie  parties,  and  fur  reasons  tiiat  were  thought  satisfac- 
tory, the  time  for  the  hearing  in  relation  to  tlie  the  charge  w  setting  fire 
to  the  buildintrs  of  ('apt.  .John  Ken  in  Topsfieldon  the  17th  of  the  October 
last  is  postponed  to  .Monday,  Feb.  20,  1837. 

Elisabeth  Porter  liradstreet  was  housekeeper  at  the  Bea  tavern  when  it 
was  hnrtu  tl,  (Japt.  liea,  its  proprietor,  being  a  widower.  Before  entering 
iuto  the  details  of  the  trial,  1  wish  to  tell  you  of  the  ancestry  and  early 
life  of  the  accused. 

II. T  first  ancestors  in  tliis  country  were  Gov.  Simon  Rrad-^trrot  nnd  hfg 
wife,  Ann  Dudley.    Jotin.  their  son,  married    barali    Perkins.  They 
had  a  son  named  Simon,  who  married  BlUabeth  Gapen,  daughter  of  Par- 
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son  Capfn  of  thi«?  town,  Tlieir  son  Jolm  marrif^d  Elizabeth  FIske  and 
they  had  a  sou,  Col.  Dudley,  who  married  Pully  Porter,  oit^ter  of  uiy  grand 
mother  Gould,  daufrhter  of  Col.  Joseph  Porter,  of  Danvers,  a  direct 
do'icr'ndant  of  tlie  John  PortfT  wlio  settled  at  Halein  village,  now  Dam  <'r8. 
ill  h>U.  To  thein  was  born  on  Jan.  U,  1803,  daujj^hter,  Kti^abetb  Porter  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Thus  she  was  of  the  sixth  o'eneratinn,  fn  direct 
line  of  descent,  from  (Jov.  Simon  Bradj^treet  anrl  hi^  wifo,  tlu-'  T/uty  Anne." 
tlie  first  poet  of  the  new  world.  Elizabetli  s  inoihev  died  wiiile  she  was 
very  young,  and  beiug:  the  oldest  dauf?hter,  npon  her  shoulders  e- 
volved  the  task  of  keeping  lier  father's  house,  look  in;:  after  and  supplying 
the  want*  of  tljo  younjifer  clitldreu;  because  «)f  thin  she  liad  no  cliance  to 
Improve  *>ven  the  scanty  scliool  advantaj^es  of  those  early  days.  I  liave 
been  told  by  otie  wlm  lu  aid  her  speak  of  her  e.ii  ly  lift'  tiiat  slie  said  her 
father  kpf>t  20  cuw.s  wliicli  she  helped  to  inilk.  took  c  are  of  milk  in  ilie 
dairy,  ma kiiijj:  butter  and  cheese."  Her  father  icept  large  Mis  of  sheep, 
the  wool  of  which  she  spun  and  lielpcvl  weave  into  cloth  for  the  clothing 
of  the  fajnily.  Flax  was  also  laist'd  uu  the  faini.  This  she  spun  and 
wove  into  rifts  of  snowy  linen.  I  recollect  having  heard  an  aunt  of  mine 
speak  of  the  quantity  of  linen  sheets  which  Klizaf»eth  possessed,  the 
work  of  her  own  hands  in  her  yminger  years,  Por  all  these  services  ren- 
dered as  her  father's  housekeeper  she  received  the  munificent  sum  of 
three  shillings  a  week,       a  year. 

Thus  she  grew  up  a  steady,  industrious  woman,  beloved  by  her  family 
and  respectetl  by  the  townspeople.  Her  father,  in  time,  took  to  himself  a 
second  wife,  so  that,  her  services  not  being  required  at  home,  slie  went 
away  to  work. 

She  was  a  member  of  the  Congr.  u:a rion;iI  Chnrch.  At  the  time  of  her 
arrest,  Kev.  James  McEwen,  its  pastor,  rather  tttan  have  her  committed  to 
jail  during  the  time  that  must  elapse  before  the  hearing,  gave  his  pledged 
word  to  the  di-tr  ct  attorney  that  be  would  guarantee  her  appearance  at 
the  time  designated. 

The  trial  opened  at  the  old  hotel,  on  the  turnpike,  Monday,  Feb.  20th, 
1887  before  rnai:i-^trates  Proctor  and  Mack.  Hon.  r,t  vt  rett  .Salstonstall 
was  counsel  for  the  accused,  of  whom  it  was  said:  ''there  is  one  honest 
lawyer  in  Salem.**  Hon.  Anahel  Huntington,  district  attorney,  was  for  the 
comn)on  wt-atth,  hfm<i'If  a  Topsfinid  boy.  lie  lived  a  long  and  honorable 
life  and  was  one  of  the  great  lights  of  the  E^sex  bar. 

The  Keas  were  the  accusers  ^f  Miss  Bradstreet;  basing  their  accusn- 
tio»»  on  a  I'  tter,  purportln^-^  to  have  been  written  \)y  Hie  accused,  Oct.  Id. 
lHb(i,  to  Capt.  liea  in  which  she  threatened  "to  burn  his  property  unless  he 
dtsconttnued  his  attentions  to  Ann  Sawyer.**  This  Misf)  Sawyer,  whom 
Capt.  Rea  afterward  married,  lived  wirli  her  brothei.  .Tohn.  %\  !io  w  as  a 
blacksmith,  living  iti  the  L  of  the  Wildes  house,  carrying  on  his  trade  in 
the  shop  on  the  opposste  corner. 

One  evetiintr  while  Capt.  Ilea  was  calling  upon  Miss  ^iu  \  er  a  stone 
was  thrown  ihrougli  one  of  the  windows.  They  charged  M  lss  Bradstreet. 
at  the  trial,  with  the  perpetration  of  the  deed,  but  It  was  not  proven.  One 
Item  of  evidence  offered  to  support  the  contents  of  the  letter  was  that 
Miss  Bradstreet  had  told  a  woman  friend  of  her  intention  to  win  ('apt 
Rea.  At  a  house  where  she  was  calling  one  day,  several  of  her  actj^uain- 
taneo^  were  eonirrpirated  and  in  the  eotirso  of  the  conversation  they 
chatted  her  about  Uea,  and  jokingly  she  made  the  above  reply. 

At  the  tijue  of  the  fire,  of  course,  she  was  aroused  with  the  rest  of  the 
inmates.  Tlx-  burn  burning  first,  there  was  tlm<>  to  eollect  most  <>f  her 
belongings  and  sh««  hastily  placed  them  in  a  trunk  which  was  carried  out 
of  the  house  by  Kdward  Hood,  a  resident  <if  the  town.  At  this  titne  he 
was  paying  particular  attention  to  Mi^s  P.radstroot,  and  he  testified  at  the 
trial  that  it  was  "impossible  for  her  to  liave  set  the  tire,  for  he  was  iu  her 
company  from  8  o'doclc  p.  m.  until  the  hands  of  the  clock  were  perpen- 
dicular."' 

Ai  I  before  stated,  the  trial  commenced  at  the  hotel,  but  the  space 
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tliere  became  too  limited  and  the  court  removed  to  the  Academy  buildinqr. 
or  oourtie  the  ^reat  pff>oe  of  «vldeDC6  aguinst  her  wad  Che  letter.  If 
proved  to  have  been  written  by  her*  the  conclusiuntt  woald  inevltablj  be 

damaKinq^  r«)  her  cause. 

Dtu  iiinr  tlie  ^jcamftifttlon  of  trffnesse^,  one  of  her  brothers  was  asked  \t 

he  Ii.itl  ill  liis  piis-r-i-loii  :iiiy  l«'ttei'  wi  itti'ti  l>y  liis  <istcr  Elizabeth.  lie 
replied,  "JS^o!  tftie  did  not  know  bow  to  write  a  letter,  tlierefore  I  have 
never  received  any.**  The  only  speoltnen  of  her  faandwrlttnp^  extant  at  the 
tlin*'  of  thf  tri;il  \v;i<  n  tnf-J--i)<'lIr«K  !>.\il!y  written  not'"  to  hcv  sti^p-inDtlior. 
Comparing  it  with  the  letter  received  by  Ilea  it  was  obvious  that  the 
band writf ngr  was  totally  di§slmllar.  So  that  the  letter  ehartte  fell  through. 

The  time  of  tlie  trial  occupied  10  days;  rt  all.v  ov.  r  ll  days,  htit  the 
court  adbuirned  over  one  sittim;  to  attend  tlie  funeral  services  of  l>r. 
Nehemfan  Cleveland.  One  reason  for  its  frreat  length  was  tbe  larffe  num- 
ber of  wirni's-^p«  put  hit  tfio  st:ni(!  to  to'^tlfy  In  hofuilf  of  the  accused  as  to 
•  her  character,  standing,  etc.  Tw<»  perstois  only  are  living,  now,  of  that 
number.  The  Beas  left  no  stone  unturned  that  might  possibly  bear  on 
some  circumj»t!inrf  that  would  tend  to  criminate  her 

At  length  caine  the  final  day  of  the  hearing,  which  it  was  decided 
should  be  held  In  the  meeting  house,  March  Hd.  The  sun  rose  clear,  the 
(lay  was  wurm  and  bright.  Tlie  court  opotioci  promptly  at  9  o'clock  a.  m. 
A  few  iiiinuted  before  the  time  Mrs.  McEwtu  came  down  the  broad  aisle 
of  the  meeting  house,  followed  by  the  accused.  After  her  came  tbe  high 
eheritf.  The  party  seated  themselves  in  t!ie  minister's  pr»\v.  which  was  on 
the  left  side  of  the  pulpit.  Tbe  judges  and  counsel  for  both  sides  occupied 
the  elder's  seat,  which  was  tbe  height  of  two  steps  above  the  rest  of  the 
pews,  and  directly  in  front  of  the  pnlptt,  extending  the  entire  length  of 
pulpit's  pljitf«u'm.  After  prnyer  by  lit  \ .  James  McKwen  tbe  court  opened. 
The  Inm^^e  filled  rapidly.  Kvery  inch  of  standintr  loum  was  flllt  d.  The 
galleries  were  pHcked  with  a  sympathizing,  expectant  throng.  Hon.  Lev- 
erett  Salstonstall  opened  bis  plea  for  the  prisoner.  lie  spoke  of  her  former 
reputation,  her  integrity  of  charactt  r.  Tlf  r-tiniined  up  her  domestic  and 
industrious  qualities,  scouted  at  her  love  for  liea  as  being  the  incentive  of 
the  crftne,  and  the  improbability  of  such  a  woman  eonooetingso  nefarious 
a  *'ch»  iiM'.  Tr«'  pointed  out  the  (li-i-ifpniicit's  in  the  liand writing  of  tlie 
letter  aud  of  tbe  note  I  have  before  spoken  of.  lie  thought  it  hard  that 
Capt.  Bf^a  should  tell  the  story  of  Miss  Rradstreet^s  Infatuation  for  htm- 
seir  atid  ttiat  she  Mhould  minaln  slh-nt.  TIic  icrnoininy  of  so  dt-iri,:  w  m 
utterly  indescribable.  The  argument  was  continued  for  nearly  four  hours. 
He  flnnlly  commended  her  to  the  ^raercy  of  the  worldly  judges,  and  that 
of  Almighly  Ood,  who  knowetb  the  inuocf^nce  of  the  crlin«-  win  rmr  she 
ia  accused."  Me  t(u)k  his  seat  amidst  profound  silence.  After  a  confer- 
ence among  the  judges,  the  court  crier  announced  that  the  court  would 
adjourn  nntll  2  o'clock  p.  m.  Many  of  the  aiKHnncc  retnained  in  the 
meet i iijr  jjouse  over  the  entire  intermission  in  oider  to  obtain  good  seats 
for  the  afternoon  session.  The  prisoner  repaired  to  the  home  of  the 
McEwens,  at  which  place  she  had  been  atayiog  since  tbe  time  of  ber 
arrest. 

The  oourt  eame  In  at  precisely  at  2  p.  m.  If  the  house  was  crowded  in 

the  morning-,  it  wms  df.n<»>ly  pa«'k<'cl  now,  the  crowd  snrirfntr  hack  on  to  its 
entrance  -iteps.  Hon.  A^'lutf^l  Huntington,  district  attoi  iit  y  for  tlie  com- 
mon wealth,  commenced  his  charge  to  the  judges,  as  follows:  '•I  ba^e  no 
dexire  other  than  to  do  my  duty.  My  feelings  towards  the  community 
are  friendly.  The  examination  took  place  in  this  town  by  niy  desire.  I 
consented  that  this  lady  might  remain  with  ber  friends.  I  might  have 
had  her  placed  in  jail,  as  always  is  done  in  case**  of  this  kind.  I  have  bad 
no  connection  with  Kea  since  the  time  of  his  failure  till  1836.  Do  not  lose 
a  mill  in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  this  property.  I  respect  the 
feelings  of  this  cominnnity  t4iward  the  accused.  It  mav  all  be  a  delusion, 
a  mistake.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  magistrates  to  carefully  weigh  all  evi- 
dence presented.  I  don't  belieye  an  examination  of  tbla  kind  ever  con- 
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suiuecl  80  much  time  since  tlie  foundation  of  ttte  Kc^vern'nent.  I  liave 
only  done  my  duty  If  I  show  on  the  part  of  the  frovernment  that  there  1^ 

j^oiui  reason  to  sii-'|)»'ft  the  [jrisoncr  nf  IxMiiy:  iriiilty  of  tl»o  crmit'  imputed 
to  her.  1  believe  that  the  community  admit»«  thut  the  fire  commenced  by 
design ;  any  individual  in  the  neighborhood  nii^ht  have  done  it  as  well  a» 
tho.  prisoner  had  t1i*-y  n  motive.  I  know  thut  tlie  people  of  this  town  will 
weijch  tlie  truth  candidly." 

So  be  goes  on.  Says  very  little  with  refrard  to  the  tetter;  but  makes  a 
strong*  point  out  of  !Mi>rt  nrad<itrtM't'<  Iovp  for  Rea  and  In^r  avowed  ititon- 
tion  to  win  him;  summing  up  the  points  of  evidence  against  her  wnich 
notoriously  were  all  given  hy  person?  of  the  name  of  Rea,  or  their  family 
connections,  exceptiii^r  Atni  Sawyer.  7fls  -[)»  erh  oceupled  over  two  Iiours* 
time.  X  have  been  told  by  one  who  heard  it  thaf  it  was  considered  a 
masterly  affair,"  prejudicing  many  against  him.  they  thinking  that  he 
need  not  have  made  so  fireut  an  effort  to  convict  one  of  his  own  towns- 
people. Doubtless  this  fact  made  him  the  more  strenuous  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  le^al  duty.  It  was  not  Ashael  Huntmgton,  the  man  and 
fellow-citi/en  who  spoke,  but  Ashael  Iluntinptoii,  the  district  attonrey. 
The  <»aHo  was  j^iven  to  the  magistrates  at  5.4(^  o'clock.  Th«y  entered  into  a 
conference  as  to  its  merits  and  demerits,  while  the  crowd  waited  expec- 
tantly for  tlu  ir  verdict.  A  laryre  number  «»f  stranperss.  yoinv^  men,  some 
25  In  number,  were  scattered  tljroiif^liout  the  audience.  Teuide  wondered 
wlio  tliey  might  be.  It  grew  dark  and  the  room  was  li^rhled,  but  no  one 
stirred  to  leave  the  h.ouse.  All  were  anxious  to  hear  their  decision. 
Finally  the  crier  arose  and  ntated  that  the  decision  would  not  be  given 
out  to  the  public  till  the  next  morning  at  9  oVlock.  It  a  great  disappoint- 
ment to  the  waiting  crowd,  but  they  were  obliged  to  submit.  An  arrange- 
ment was  made  whereby  tlie  result  of  the  trial  should  be  made  known  to 
the  people  at  large.  If  the  prisoner  was  convicted  the  church  bell  should 
be  tolled,  if  acquitted  it  was  to  peal  the  joyful  tidings  abroad.  It  was 
wliispered  about  among  the  knowing  one.s,  and  the  rumor  had  reached 
otficial  oars,  that  those  young  stratJgers  prudent  were  the  ritigleaders  of  a 
band  which  intended  to  make  forcible  detuon^^tratton  inside  the  meeting 
house  after  the  delivery  of  the  verdict  If  favorable  to  Mis;*  Brndstreet, 
one  of  joy;  if  against  her,  one  of  iiulimiation.  Some  who  knew  of  the 
weakness  of  the  structure,  asked  the  judu;es  to  withhold  their  decision  on 
this  account  fearing  that  some  of  Its  timbers  might  collapse  under  the 
great  weight  of  the  audieiii  f.  and  the  extra  strain  of  stamping  and  rapid 
moving  about.  It  was  an  old  building.  Not  long  after  it  was  removed, 
the  present  church  building  being  dedicated  iu  IH42. 

Tlie  fateful  morning  came.  One  aged  woman  has  told  m*  "that  in  her 
home  breakfast  was  ready  at  the  ut»uai  hour,  but  no  one  could  cat  it.  Her 
father  walked  the  floor,  while  none  of  the  family  had  any  desire  to  engage 
In  tlieir  UMial  oeenpatii>n'^.'" 

Crowds  of  people  gathered  on  the  common  as  the  fatetul  hour  drew 
nigh,  waiting  for  the  peal  of  the  bell,  discussing  the  pros  and  cons  of  the 
evidence'  of  tl»r-  trial  atid  Its  proliahle  ontcrome.  A  i>fret  ptihle  silence  fell 
upon  them  as  the  time  of  waiting  lessened  into  a  minute  s  duration;  when 
It  lacked  only  a  second,  heart  throbs  were  almost  audible.  "They  rung 
the  bell  till  they  rorked  tlie  steeple."  The  rejoicing  wn^  nnivtM-ia!.  What 
must  not  its  glad  tidinLr>  have  nteaut  to  the  woman  wliose  life  iiad  been  in 
jeopardy  these  last  teti  days?  We  can  imagine  it  like  the  awakening 
from  a  niost  horrible  nightmare;  aia  a  delivery  from  an  impending  weight 
on  it.-5  way  to  crush  the  very  life  from  her  soul  and  body. 

Who  set  the  fire  is  still  a  mystery.  Who  wrote  the  letter  is  another; 
doubtless  they  will  remain  so. 

In  one  of  liis  sketches  llawtliorni'  elal)orates  thtt  i<iea  that  *' 'tis  not 
the  (iet  (l  alone  that  constitutes  sin  but  the  thought  as  well."  Someone  in 
tlH'ir  t hought  deprived  Klizabeth  Porter  Bradstreet  of  that  gift  t^e^towed 
upon  her  by  the  great  Creator,  life;  hanged  her  upon  the  gallows,  con- 
demned her  to  the  most  Ignominious  form  of  death  bestowed  upon  criml- 
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iial- of  tlie  deepest  dvf.  Tii  Ood'^i  siiriit  they  w«re  **gttilty  of  oinrder  of 
the  first  degree/*  with  malice  aforettjoui;iit. 

May  He,  in  the  wldenesa  of  Hfs  mercy,  show  pardon  unto  that  guilty 
one. 


A  Sketch  of  Dr.  Nehemiah  CleavelaiiJ, 

BT  CHABI.B8  J.  PBABODY. 

'  In  trying  to  colteofe  material  for  this  paper  I  have  been  impressed  with 

'  tho  fact  that,  however  deep  may  hv  ffi.-  lioUl  ttint  :x  iiiim  sruins  on  tho  tiif-n 
of  bis  time,  but  few  faots  or  traditions  linger  in  the  minds  of  a  later  gen- 
eration. Hence  mueb  of  value  that  I  present  may,  doubtless,  be  well 
known  being  Obtained  from  books  with  which  you  are  more  familiar  than 
myself. 

"^The  recalling,  however,  of  the  facts  and  Incidents  of  such  a  life  as 

tliMt  Dr.  Nehemiah  Cleaveland  mii^i  h.'  of  ad vantni^o,  and  will  iiii{)i"08S 
on  us  the  j^reat  service  that  was  done  in  former  duys  by  a  man  vviiu  was 
wise,  strong  and  true. 

Nehemiah  Cleaveland  was  the  yonnprest  son  of  Kev.  John  ri^a  \  oland, 
of  Ipswich,  of  whom  it  ii  said  ''he  preaciied  all  the  men  of  his  Pat  ish  Jutp 
the  army  of  the  Kevolntion  and  then  went  himself;*'  three  of  his  sons 
wprf*  also  in  tho  army.  Nehf*inia!i  at  tlio  a,'*^  of  ](>  was  an  attendant  on 
his  father  during  the  siege  of  iioston  and  uft<'i  \v n  d  enlisted.  He  saw  ser- 
vice at  West  Point  and  in  New  Jersey;  he  was  also  at  Tloonderoga.  After 
he  left  the  army  he  worked  on  lii-^  faili.  t*-  farm  and  n:anif*'-tpd  the 
patience,  courage  and  endurance  thai  aftui  vvard  distinguished  hiiu  in  iu- 
•  creasing  its  productiveness  and  repairing  the  neglect  caused    by  the 

absence  during  the  war  of  its  owner  and  his  sons.  At  the  age  of  21,  being 
disappointed  in  earlier  hopes  of  a  college  education,  ho  entered  on  the 
study  of  medicine  with  his  brother  at  Byfleld  and  latet  with  Dr.  Manning,, 
of  Ipswich. 

He  began  his  career  as  a  physician  in  Topsfleld  in  1783,  taking  the 
practice  i»i  Dr.  i^evter,  whn  owned  and  occupied  *A\v  farm  afterward 
owaeU  by  l>r.  Tread  well  and  now  held  by  the  Jbissex  Agricultural  Society. 
An  aneient  reoord  says  that  at  the  auction  of  Dr.  Dexter's  personal  prop- 
erty Ills  medical  library  wat^  purchased  entire  by  Dr. Oleavelaud ; satd 
library  consisting  ol  two  books. 

Soon  after  settling  In  Topsfleld  his  praotloe  extended  to  the  surround- 
Ing  towns,  and  his  reputation  as  a  coiisnltin.'  phy-tctnn  was  t  staMishfd 
among  other  doctors  as  well  as  the  people.   In  practice  he  is  described  as 
oantioua  and  careful.  He  never  undertook  dllllentt  surgical  operations* 
I  but  had  a  keen  iiisiLr!) t.  a  L'< Hid  niorrjory.  wlrli  th«'  kind  heart  that  gained 

the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  families  among  whom  he  was  Known  as  an 
r  adviser  and  guide  in  many  matters  outside  medical  practice. 

lie  was  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  in  that  capacity  exorted  a  wide  influ- 
euce  to  promote  good  feeling  among  the  people.  An  old  man,  who  remem- 
bered Dr.  Cleaveland,  told  me  tliat  two  boys  detected  In  petty  thieving 
Werebron^^ht  Iji  fnre  In'm  f.ir  trial.  The  Dr.,  who  wa^  a  mnn  of  crroat  die: 
nity  of  inann>  r  uud  m^Vfr  tamiliar  and  easy  even  with  frieM(l>.  talked  to 
the  boys  in  a  solemn  way  of  the  wickeiln.--.-  of  their  eoiuliiet.  and  then 
savin?-.  "I  will  read  the  law  to  you,"  took  tlie  old  family  Hilde  and  read  in 
an  impressive  manner  the  commandments  and  part  oi  a  cl)a|>ter  in  i^evit- 
ions;  then  turning  to  the  trembling  boys,  he  said  **I  will  let  you  go  this 

timf.  but  if  you  do  anything  wrong  again,  beware  ."  The  boys  thus 

warned,  reformed  and  juitiiied  the  Doctor's  faith  in  tho  old  law. 

In  1811  he  was  chosen  to  the  state  seuHte,  and  though  defeated  the 
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next  year,  he  wnn  re-elected  fn  retaining  the  position  till  1819.  when 
he  refused  t<>  t>i^  Itnmrer  a  canditlatr".  During  liis  connection  with  the  sen- 
ate the  hiAtoriun  tells  uo  ''His  good  judgnientt  sound  8eii!»e  and  solid  worth 
were  neither  unappreciated  nor  unaoknowledsred.^ 

In  1814  he  wa>i  inadf  a  Session  Justice  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Common 
l*leas.  From  iH2U  to  1H22  he  was  Associate  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Sessions 
for  Essex  County.  In  182B  he  was  appointed  Chief  Justice.  This  station, 
the  dutif^s  of  \vlii<'h  he  discharged  with  aliility  and  f1rmiies>j.  Iio  retained 
till  lb28,  when  lie  retired  from  all  public  business^,  and  for  nine  years  lived 
quietly  at  home,  dylttBT  Feb.  28,  lH:i7.  in  1828  he  received  from  Harvard 
Univei'sity  the  honorary  dpirren  of  Doctor  «>f  Medicine. 

Dr.  Cleaveland  was  nursed  in  the  Puritan  strictness  of  earlier  times. 
His  character,  early  formed  and  invigorated  under  the  pressure  of  hard* 
sliip  and  st<  rn  ^ipcessity  amid  the  thrilling  scenes  of  the  Revolution,  ex- 
hihited  in  liis  niaturer  year  the  strength  and  ttrmness  which  might  he 
expected  from  such  training.  There  was  no  effeminacy  about  him.  He 
reirtilated  his  life  with  the  closest  regard  to  principle.  If  his  strictness 
sometimes  bordered  on  severity,  his  severity  was  of  the  wholesome  kind. 
Witii  all  this  his  natural  sensibilities  were  (|uick  and  tender. 

In  publie  alTairs  and  political  qnestion'' he  to  )k  from  l)is  first  entry 
into  |)ublic  life  a  lively  interest.  Of  his  political  i>pinions  hU  futurity  will 
never  feel  ashamed,  for  they  can  say  they  were  those  of  Hamilton,  Jay 
and  Washington.  Asa  physician  he  Wiis  much  esteemed  by  persons  who 
liad  an  opportunity  to  learn  his  worth.  He  made,  indeed,  no  pretensions 
to  extensive  mcHUcal  lore  — he  attempted  no  ditThMiIt  surgical  operations. 
But  he  had  what  all  the  schools  of  medicine  of  themselves  cannot  supply, 
an  observing  tnind,  a  retentive  memory,  a  good  judgment  and  a  high  sense 
of  responsibility.  Nor  did  he,  like  too  many  country  physicians,  neglect 
the  reading  of  medical  books  and  journats.  His  practice  was  always  pru- 
dent and  cautious,  qualities  which  young  and  ardent  physicians  are  not 
apt  sutticiently  l«i  aclmire.  He  was  punctual  in  attending  calls.  aii(i  kind 
and  cheerful  in  tlie  sick  room.  lie  possessed  in  a  liij^h  degree  t.he  quail- 
ties  which  ensure  to  a  physician  the  confidence  and  attachment  of  his 
patient^*.  Hut  the  country  doctor  finds  many  opportnnities  and  calls  to  do 
good,  for  which  the  faculty,  as  such, give  no  prescriptions.  Happy  he  who 
has  the  power  and  dii»po9ition  to  meet  such  calls. 

lit-  wa-i  twirt'  married,  first  to  Lucy  Manninpr,  of  Ipswich.  She  died 
four  veui's  afterward,  without  children.  His  second  wife  was  the  daugh- 
ter o*f  Dr.  Elisha  Lord,  of  Connecticut.  A  family  of  nine  children  grew 
up  around  f  lieiii. 

After  his  retirement  from  public  life  he  was  well  and  usefully  em- 
ployed for  good  of  the  church  and  community.   The  greatest  service  he 

rendered  thi^  town  was  tlie  fonndingof  tlie  Aeademy.  Uf  is  it  ineml)ert'd 
by  a  few  of  ilie  older  people  in  Topslield  as  one  of  the  only  three  persons 
in  town  who  took  a  newspaper,  which  In  the  Doctor*8  ease  was  lent 
about  the  neigliborhoou  until  it  came  to  pieces 

A  vote  of  the  Topstield  church  to  the  effect  '  that  the  pastor  shall  he 
authorized  to  associate  Dr.  Cleaveland  with  hini'^olf  in  the  examination  of 
persons  for  tlie  atlmission  to  the  church  in  ^ncii  cases  as  he  may  be  in 
doubt  about  himself,"  well  expresses  the  c<»nlid«»nce  the  good  people  of 
that  day  felt  in  him.  There  is  a  tradition  that  one  Sunday  a  stranger 
oeenitii  (1  tlie  pulpit  by  exchange  with  the  f>astnr.  A-  fin?  congregation 
was  coming  out  at  the  close  of  tlie  service,  a  guod  wonnm  was  asked,  "llow 
did  you  like  the  minister?''  ''1  don't  know  yet,"  she  said,  must  ask  Dr. 
Cleavelantl  and  th«'n  I  will  tell  you  what  I  think." 

Another  story  goint;  to  sl)ow  tliai  wiien  the  Doctor  hud  made  up  his 
mind  to  do  a  thing  in  a  certain  way,  he  was  not  easily  turned  from  it,  as 
follows:  A  small  school  was  kept  in  a  room  of  his  house  for  the  education 
of  his  daughters  and  a  few  other  girls  in  the  neighi)orhood.  It  was  taught 
by  a  woman,  and  at  tlie  close  o  f  the  term  an  examination  was  held 
open  to  the  public.  The  Doctor  arranged  the  fnrjiiture  for  the  occasion 
and  put  the  seats  for  his  daughters  in  front  of  the  rest,  much  to  their 
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aniioviince.  •  ()  father."  they  said,  "w©  do  uot  want  to  sit  there  with  uoih- 
iii|r  ill  front  of  a«."  "(ro  put  your  aprons  vn  and  hav«  aotnethingr  In  frool 

of  y«>u.  If  you  wisli,"  was  the  reply. 

Dr.  Cleavoland  trained  his  cliildren  to  bo  very  self-reliant.  An  Illus- 
tration of  this  is  ua  fo!h)ws:  I^ate  one  eveninij  a  stranper  came  to  In's 
liourie  and  asked  to  he  c<<rrie(l  to  Ipswich.  The  Doctor  was  willinKr  to  do 
so,  hut  instead  of  ^roinpr  himself  he  called  hisi  eiprht  year  old  son,  William, 
who  had  pone  to  bed,  to  jft^t  up  and  tak«-  the  stranper  to  Ipswich.  Tlje 
little  fellow  did  SO,  and  arrived  tiom«  alt«r  a,  loog,  lonely  ride  a  little  after 
midnight. 

Tlie  Boston  Mfdiciil  and  ^^iu^thmI  Journal  of  .June,  1889,  says  of  Dn 
CIcuveland.  "Duriaj^  the  fifty  years  of  bis  practice  in  Topsiield,  feir  days, 
proliably,  pa<i«sd  wlien  his  optolon  or  asslstones  was  not  sottg-ht  fn  SAme 
matt"  r  a-idt'  froiii  pr. >r.  ;»sion.  There  an-  ffw  <»ccii rronrr-s  or  linf^ri  i-is 
incident  to  common  life  in  regard  lo  wbich  ho  hud  not  formed  an  opinion 
or  could  not  iriv**  Jodicfons  advice.** 

I iuh''<-il,  t lit'  mi  r<'  fai-'t  tluit  lliron^-h  >n  lonj^  a  series  of  year-^,  f nnfld<Mi(!e 
continued  undiminished,  the  oracle  being  consulted  to  the  very  last* 
proves  that  the  resnoases  had  not  been  found  unsafe  or  fallacious.  'The 
happy  infl'Jfnt'os  or  so  lonr  r\  course  of  beneficent  actinn  nrn  not  to  ho 
tiiuated.    ilow  many  (|(iarr*'is  have  been  arrested;  ttuw  many  lawsuits 

r»revented;  how  much  need le'^s  expense  and  trooble  saved»iii  a  thousand 
ustaiuM's  by  the  timely  and  unfeed  advice  of  a  Judicious  and  peace- 
makinir  neivrhbor. 

Ur.  Cleaveland  was  president  of  the  P^astero  Stage  company  in  1706. 
He  WiiH  chairin  )n  of  ttie  first  meeting  of  tlie  company.  In  1806  lie  k>ougbt 
an  interest  in  it. 

The  study  of  a  life  like  that  of  Dr. Cleaveland  brni;rs  to  mind  the 
f]iif»stion  soniPtimes  raised.  'Were  tlie  prominent  men  of  former  days  the 
8uptiri<»rs  of  uU  men  today  ?"  There  is  uhk  Ii  to  be  said  on  each  side  of  the 
argument. 

It  is  at  once  evident  that  no  man  toilay  holds  the  relative  position  in 
Topsfield  that  Dr.  Cleaveland  filled.  We  are  all  aware  that  the  minister 
in  any  parish  i-i  not  now  looked  up  to  as  was  the  case  a  hundred  3'ears  ago. 
In  town  affairs  a  greater  equality  of  Influence  prevails  today  than  a  gen- 
eration since. 

What,  then,  dti  the^e  things  prox  «  ?  That  there  were  giants  in  the 
eartli  in  those  days?  Yea,  verily.  But  has  uot  the  stature  of  the  average 
man  (considerably  increased  mentally  in  two  frenerattons  ?  Ts  there  no 

?iirnif1(\ince  in  the  fact  that  in  Dr.  ('It'a\ t  land'-  day  only  thrrc  jiaprTs 
were  taken  in  Topsiield  ?  And  that  bis  predecessor  was  able  with  ouiy 
two  books  to  solve  all  the  intricate  medical  problems  of  his  day  ?  While 
with  11^  ovcry  f.iiiiily  ha^  a  ti<'afi-i'  on  inrdieal  prrtctire.  besides  the  abun- 
daut  literature  sown  broadcast  on  matters  of  healtti  and  sauitary  scicuoe 
by  the  prominent  magasines  and  papers.  Even  the  children  in  our  com* 
innii  -ciiofds  are  instructed  in  pitysiology,  while  High  scliriol  pnpli?  nro 
taught  concerning  germs,  microbes  and  bacteria,  to  say  notiang  ol  tlie 
thoosands  of  lives  annually  paved  by  lI»)od's  .Sarsapariila,  dreene's  Xer- 
vura  and  all  the  rest  who  uphold  tli«>  funhh  of  the  pt  ojde  at  large.  Even 
if  it  is  tnn  that  in  by  far  the  larger  number  of  cases  tiiey  save  life,  as  the 
small  boy  -^a  id  a  pin  saved  the  life  of  a  man,  and  when  pressed  for  particu- 
lars, rf  jili'  ii  lt\  lifs  )i(tf  Hirallnwi n(f  it,  yet  as  cvfrv  one  r«'ad«  tiot  only  the 
local  papti,  bill  much  on  every  subject  of  common  interest,  the  effect 
must  appear  not  only  In  greater  general  intelligence,  but  also  In  diminish- 
ing the  distance  between  one  innn  ?nul  another. 

Many  of  us  have  noticed  a  -in-le  pine  tree  stuntling  iunid  a  growth  of 
.  oak  and  maple.  How  it  lifts  it<«  If  almve  them!  From  what  a  distance  if 
can  be  seen;  sometinjes  a  landmark  for  mi!t'<  around.  Yet  the  height  ot 
the  tree  is  relative  o'lly.  Measure  it,  and  in  a  forest  of  pines  many  will 
e<|ual  it  So  is  it  with  men.  Were  tlie  great  men  of  the  past  placed 
among  us  today,  they  would  not  be  so  prominent  as  in  their  own  day. 
The  average  is  rising  in  wisdom,  iu  uuderstauding,  and  let  us  hope  in 
character  also. 
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\Ve  can  believe  that  the  present  time  and  not  any  past  century  is  tlie 
Golden  ape.  What,  then,  is  tlie  lesson  wnich  we  learn  from  the  life  of  him 
of  whom  I  have  spoken  to  you  tonight?  This:  lie  was  endeared  to  his 
neighbors  by  kindly  service,  and  is  held  in  lasting  remembrance  for  liis 
good  deeds  and  peaceful  influence. 

For  such  efforts  all  time  and  all  places  aflford  abundant  opportunity. 
Let  as  remember,  when  medical  skill  is  forgotten  and  recollection  of  leg- 
ishitive  service  has  passed  away,  personal  cluiracter  andpurl^  o(  life  will 
remain.  Hark!  then,  to  this  parting  message: — 

"Thou  must  be  true  thyself, 

If  thou  the  truth  would  teach: 
It  needs  the  Influence  of  heart, 

To  Rive  the  Hps  full  speech. 

Think  truly,  and  thy  tlioiight 

Khnll  till'  worltl's  famous  feed; 
K|K'ak  trulv,  and  t-ach  word  of  thenif 

Shall  be  u  fruitful  sued; 
Live  truly,  and  thy  life  shall  be 

A  great  and  noble  creed." 
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Francis  Peabody  s  Grist  Mill. 


By  John  H.  Townb. 

In  ffivlnff  ft  history  of  the  Peabody  Mllla  of  Topsfleld,  perhaps  It 
would  ixif  T)e  out  of  [)I:iee  at  tht.s  t\mf  to  ixixo  a  short  lilstory  of  the  man 
who  conceived  the  idea  of  havioc  them  built. 

Uy  the  record*,  Lieut  Prancw  Peabody  was  born  In  a  small  parish 

call^<i  St.  Alf)an-;,  Ilf^rtford  r'ounty,  Enjrl:in(!.  in  t!u)  year  1(»14.  In  Ift-T..  at 
the  early  ag«  of  twenty-one  years,  having  received  a  certificate  of  jfood 
oharaoter  from  the  minister  of  bis  parish  and  been  examined  for  emigra* 
t  iur:  (in  April  6,  Ui3b,  he  left  his  natiTo  eouDtry  in  the  ship  Planter,  for  the 
ahoi  c!!*  of  New  Kngland. 

After  his  arrival  In  this  country  it  thuug^htby  som**  that  he  tlvAd  a 
short  time  in  wlnit  is  now  callt^ti  tlin  city  of  Lynn.  In  the  followiiicr  yf'ar 
l<i.W.  by  the  re^-ords,  he  was  living  in  Ipswich,  in  that  part  called  (Jandle- 
wood,  where  he  continued  to  live  until  1^9.  He  then  left  Ipswich  and 
moved  to  wliat  is  now  Hampton  X.  II  wliieli  lie  innde  his  place  of  resi- 
dence for  eighteen  years.  Duriuj;  stay  iUhw  lie  was  active  and  uridul, 
serving  tlie  town  for  several  years  as  one  of  its  "Helected  Men,"  so  called. 

He  sold  his  house  and  land,  situated  near  where  the  Baptist  cliurrli 
now  stands  in  Hampton,  to  Robert  Drake,  of  Exeter,  for  £76-i;is  and  in 
1657  he  uioved  to  Topsfield.  Mass.,  where  he  also  continued  to  make  him- 
self us»<ful.  Probably  at  that  time  he  was  the  best  experienced  man  in 
town  atfairs  there  was  in  tlie  place,  and  the  Topsfield  commoners  were  not 
slow  in  finding  it  out.  A  t>  \v  months  after  his  arrival  here  he  was  chosen 
to  ^erve  both  as  Selectman  and  Town  Oierk,  which  ottloes  he  held  £or  a 
great  many  years,  as  our  records  show. 

At  a  lawfal  tow  ii  meeting  of  the  town  of  Topsfl-  ld  on  fhr  4th  of 
Marcli,  lGti4,  the  town,  by  vote,  (jfsve  ^'liberty  to  Lieut.  FrancLs  Peabody  to 
set  up  a  grUt  mill  and  to  flow  so  mueh  of  the  town*s  oomtnon  as  Is  needfn! 
for  a  mill  >o  long  as  tlif  mill  (lot--,  stand  and  grind  for  the  town." 

Therefore,  liaving  liberty  from  the  town  by  vote  ot  its  inhabitanUi,  the 
gristmill  was  bntlt  by  Lieut.  Peabody  the  following  year,  aecording  to  a 
papt-r  ill  my  -  ^  ■•-sioti  flatncl  If'.nn.  wliioh  ssnys:  — 

'  Peabody  s  utiil  is  a  mill  established  by  grant  of  yo  Town  in  1GG6,  ou  a 
main  from  Pye  Brook  and  Baker's  Pond.**  In  proof  whereof  we  have 
from  the  town  rrcords: — 

"At  a  Lawfuil  Towne  Meeting  the  UHh  of  March  I66<5 — 

Thomas  perkins.  fTraneis  pealiody  and  John  Oould  are  Chosen  to  Yew 
and  agree  with  Daniell  Borman  fur  a  hi'-  wa>  hr  tvveen  William  Averiell 
huUBe  and  mill  threw  his  ground  as  they  nhaU  see  most  Conveuyaut. 
*  -  -  -  Voted."  Thus  It  Is  shown  oonelustvely  that  the  mill  was  tn 
existf^MCf  in  .March,  1G06 

W'liu  can  tr>ii"uate  the  joy  ot  the  inhabitants  at  that  early  period  of 
having  a  grist  mill  to  accommodate  them  in  the  grinding  of  their  rye  and 
corn!    It  marked  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  the  Topsfield  eonimnners. 

The  mill  was  built  on  what  was  then  called  Pye  Brook,  rminiui?  from 
what  is  ntiw  Lowi  <  i'ond  in  Bo.vft>rd  and  also  from  Baker  s,  afterwards 
Pritchard's,  but  what  is  now  called  Hood's  Pond  in  Topsfield.  This  was 
the  main  stream,  there  being  a  lateral  branch  about  a  half  mile  above  the 
mill  running  to  Howlett's  brook  in  the  north  east  part  of  the  town  and 
couceruiag  which,  later  on,  there  was  great  contention. 

At  a  lawful  town  meeting  the  7th  of  March,  1671,  It  was  voted— *'That 
the  town  is  willing  that  Lieut.  Peabody  -Iiall  t  np  a  saw  mill  provided  it 
does  not  do  damage  to  any  of  the  towiidmeu  iu  their  meadows."  The  saw 
mill  was  bnllt  In  1672. 

So  far  a-  I  am  ahle  to  learn,  everything  in-rfMining  to  tin  >!■  rnill>  wt-ut 
along  ttmoothly  until  the  year  16^1.  At  this  date,  the  business  increasing 
on  acooant  of  the  growth  of  the  surroandlng  district,  there  was  not  suffl* 
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cient  hrnd  of  water  dnrinfr  u  pnrt  of  tlio  year  to  rnn  tlu-  mills,  the  fall  of 
water  baiag  slight  betweeu  the  lateral  brauch  aud  the  inilla. 

When  the  mill  pond  was  half  fall,  the  water  would  be  preseed  bnck 
and  turned  down  the  lat(  lal  br.niclu  there  beitiL'  <i"iJ''  ^  tnat  way.  As* 
there  was  uo  mill  at  this  time  on  liowletts  Brook,  Mr.  Peabody  waa 
granted  the  privlteire  of  bulldlnff  a  dam  aeroM  this  branoh  a  few  rods 
h(  low  its  p  utinfT  fr  nil  tlie  main  s^trrum  providinf?  ho  pny  satisfactory 
Uama^ed  to  the  adjoining  owners  l)y  teH»un  of  hit»  llowiuo;  thoir  meadows. 

The  records  speak  of  damap^s  beimr  reeeiyed  the  rollowln|r  year  by 
Thoumi4  Dormnn  and  sons,  who  had  in  1090  erected  a  bOQSe  Within  a  few 
rods  of  tliH  parting  of  tliis  briMtk, 

By  the  way,  this  howe  was  oc(  npi»Ml  f  i  several  years  during  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  18ti«  cfMiTtiry  'ty  A>^aliel  Smith,  and  here  was  born  on  Jtity 
12,  1771,  his  sou  Josenli,  win*  was  tlie  fatlier  of  the  celebrated  Joseph 
Smith,  the  noted  founder  of  Mormoiiism  in  this  country,  i  iin  hoii>.«>.  185 
years  old,  was  torn  down  by  Frank  C.  Frame  in  1876 and  another  built  on 
the  same  spot. 

The  amount  said  Dorman  wtifi  to  receive  for  damages  on  at  tomit  of 
the  dam  being  built  was  left  by  affreeniont  to  refere^^s  to  df^cido.  as  follows: 

"Wo  whose  names  are  underneath  on  lieinir  chosen  jjy  mr  Francis 
Peabody  and  Thomas  Dormaii  senr  and  his  sons  Thomas  Dorman  junr  and 
.Tesse  Dorman  to  value  what  Damaj^e  the  said  Dormans  shall  Receive  the 
Present  vears  llej^ininv:  tlie  9th  day  of  February  l&J2i  and  KiKliuffthe  »th 
of  February  1700:  By  Reason  of  the  said  mrPabodys  flowing  the  Water  by 
a  dam  for  his  Corn«  mill. 

We  say  that  accordinf?  to  the  Best  of  our  judments  the  said  Dormans 
are  Damnified  twenty  shilliu-'  in  th.  ir  Gras^  aiui  for  stopinjf  their  out  Lett 
to  ttie  Conmu,  and  ten  shillns  for  want  of  couveuiaut  watering  of  their 
Cattle,  as  Witness  our  hands  at  Topisfleld  July  the  6rh  lesS. 

Jonathan  Putnam 
Joseph  Byxba** 

There  was  probably  water  power  enough  at  the  mills  after  the  build- 
iuK  of  the  dam  as  tin  re  are  no  iMtpers  showing  the  want  of  it  for  more 
than  fifty  years  afterwards. 

Purinsr  th*  y  ur  laOH.  after  faithfully  serving  his  day  and  generation, 

Lieut.  Francis  l'«  ab.»(ly.  thn  aiicestor,  passed  away  full  of  yoars  and 
honors.  By  liis  will,  dated  Jan.  20, 1695,  he  gives  his  son,  Isaac  Peabody, 
the  mills  and  mtll*yard,  the  dwelling  house  by  the  mill  and  other  prop- 
erty besides. 

As  Isaac  Peabody  owned  the  mills  In  Feb.,  I7(M,  when  the  old  agree- 
ment made  by  Lieut.  P«*abody  with  Tliomas  Dorman  on  the  flowage  of 
l.n  !  would  expire,  it  bncam*^  tirfo^^ary  for  him  to  make  further  arrange- 

•menis  concerning  it,  which  r»*ud  as  lullows:  — 

♦This  aRTeement  made  this  «th  day  of  February  1700  Between  Bargt 
Thomas  Dorman  on  the  one  Part  and  T-aac  Peabody  oti  thr  otlior  part 
witnesseth,  that  for  future  Lovt>  Aiuiiy  between  tlitm,  the  ^aid  Isaac 
i^eabody  shall  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Dorman  thirty  shillin^rs 
a  year  in  mou^y  tPti  years  from  the  dat«  hereof,  provided  he  kn^^ps  his 
mill  Dam  up,  w  hicli  bald  thirty  shillinp^s  is  in  full  ror  all  Damapes  said 
Dorman  '»ustains  by  said  Peabodys  mill  Dam. and  further  it  is  aj?reed  upon 
tliat  (he  said  Peabody  shall  have  free  liberty  to  raise  the  water  from  the 
la-t  of  Sentembor  to  the  first  of  April  yearly  as  hiph  as  needs  for  the  use 
oi  the  mill,  which  is  to  be  done  by  a  Sl'iise  or  l>ani  that  now  stands  by  tiie 
Bridge  by  said  Dorman's  New  House  which  is  on  the  brook  that  runs 
throu^h  said  Dorman's  meadow.  And  further  it  is  atrreed  on  that  when 
Mr.  Baker  and  said  Dorman  do  s. ml  w  uvd  to  said  Peabo  ix  topother  to 
lower  the  water  for  them  that  they  may  mow  the  meadow  that  is  com- 
monly flowed  by  the  mill  Dam  the  said  Peabody  is  to  lower  the  water 
such  time  as  they  may  c(>n v* n i»  titly  take  olT  the  Hay  of  -aid  meadow,  for 
the  true  performance  of  the  above  agreement  we  the  aforesaid  bargt  Dor- 
man &  Isaac  Peabody  do  bind  ourselves  our  Ileirs  Executors  Ad m%  and 
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JV^si-jiis  ench  to  ..t!u  r  fully  and  freely  to  fulfill  the  8Ame«8  wltnoBS  OUr 
bands  &  »«alti  tliis  tith  du^'  of  i-'ebruar^  1700. 

Thotna?  Dorman 

I«Mnc  Prjiliod y.' 

In  1710,  arrangements  were  a^ain  made  between  Thomas  iJorman  and 
l<ia80  Peabody  hy  wliich  said  P<eabody  was  to  pay  said  Dorman  twenty 
aliillings  a  year  for  tKntrritr*'-^. 

On  tlje  27th  of  December,  ITIo.  Capt.  Thomjis  linker  applied  to  the 
oourta  at  Salein  to  baPve  dam.i^^*  -  allowed  him  by  renson  of  having;  hia 
rn<MKlo\vH  flowed  on  account  of  tiie  dam,  but  it  wan  not  at  that  time 
iillovvod. 

riif  mills  \ve;e  run  witi)  mort^  or  It  s^  siicceiis until  1726,  when  Mr.  Isaao 
Pea  body  die  J.  )>y  his  will,  dated  Oct.  1, 1726,  he  gave  bis  son,  Joseph  Pea- 
body,  as  follows:  — 

"I  j^ive  unto  my  »on.  Joseph  Peabody,  my  (Irist  and  Saw  Mills  with  all 
iron's,  wheels,  stones,  profits,  prixilepes  and  appurtenances  to  said  mills 
t>elon(rin^,  also  the  l>v\'ellin^  House  and  barn  standing  near  the  Gristmill> 
the  millyard,  &c.  «fec. " 

The  next  y(*ar,  17^7,  Mr.  Baker  stUl  demandiuK  dama'^s  for  injury 
done  to  fif«  meadows,  arrangements  were  made  between  him  and  Mr. 
J(»seph  IN  aliody  by  whic  li  li*-  was  to  rec  ive  ♦  i;,'litt  (  n  >hillings  a  year. 
Thij«  auu)  was  |tatd  yearly  to  the  Baker  family  for  more  than  seventy  years. 

TTp  to  1780  the  Peabody  arrist  mill  was  the  only  one  In  town,  bnt  during: 
till-  year  Tliomas  Ilovyletf  lHii!t  0110  in  the  north-eii-t«'m  part  tlio  town 
on  IIowlett'H  Brook,  and  three  years  after,  in  17dU  he  also  built  a  saw  mill. 

Mr.  Peabody  continued  to  run  his  mill,  payingr  damacres  to  Mr.  Dorman 
and  111-  -iicc»->si .r-  in  < iwiiff-h ip,  also  to  the  IJaker  fnniliy  yt'-arly  until  his 
death,  whicli  occurred  June  7.  i7oo.  By  his  will,  dated  isov.  12,  i75U,  he 
gavetHll  his  real  I'State  to  bis  only  son,  Jacob  Peabody,wfth  some  conditions. 

.Tacdt)  I'ca body's  ownership  of  tfio  mil!--  extended  over  a  period  of 
fifty-one  years  anil  It  was  during^  this  time  that  there  was  so  much  litiga- 
tion and  trouble  between  the  owners  of  the  Peabody  and  Howlett*e,  after- 
wards IloodV  and  then  !Ii  f)b's  mills 

In  the  summer  of  i7ti4),  the  old  original  grist  mill  built  by  Lieut.  Pea- 
body was  torn  down  and  a  new  one  built  on  the  same  spot,  David  2s  elson 
beimr  the  builder.  The  millstones  aod  some  other  things  were  put  back 
into  the  new  mill. 

Mr.  Nelson's  bill  reads  as  follows:— 

Topsfleld,  Dee.  20.  1760. 

Beceivi  tl  <.f  Jacob  Peabody  ye  sum  of  Fiftyfour  Pounds  Lawful  mouev 
in  full  sati-^faet  ion  for  pulling  down  an  old  and  building  a  new  Orlst  mill 
for  said  IVubody.        (  »  i \  < d,  I  say.  by  me,  David  Nelson. 

In  1706  the  old  tinw  inili  was  torn  down  and  u  uuw  one  built  to  fakt?  its 
plac* . 

At  this  date,  17(V>,  both  of  the  mills  being  new,  with  plenty  of  water  to 
run  them,  everything  seemed  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  so  continued 
for  several  year.s.  Tlien  there  began  to  be  a  lack  of  water  power  on  ac- 
count of  the  neglect  to  keep  the  dam  across  the  lateral  branch  in  good 
condition.  In  17H7,  there  was  nothing  left  of  the  former  dam  but  one  stick 
of  timber  lyinu  across  the  bed  of  said  stf'  am  t  allfd  a  mud-sill. 

In  September  of  this  year,  supposing  he  had  a  right  ''in  conformity 
with  the  frrant  of  the  town  to  Ltent  Peabody  to  build  the  dam,"  Jacob 
Pabofly  t.i  s,>irit' extent  rcstni't'il  till  (lam.  T<»  tli is.  Mr.  llobbs,  the  owtier 
of  the  Ilowlett  mill,  made  objection  aud  orocecded  to  tear  it  down.  The 
story  Is  best  told  by  the  memorandum  Vept  by  Asahel  Smith,  who  wae 
li  \  iii;,^  for  the  second  time  la  tbe  old  Dorman  bouse,  and  which  reads  as 
ioliows: — 

**Sentember  the  91th  1787  mr  Jacob  peabody  Stopt  the  water  at  the 

mud-sin  the  first  tinie — the  25th  mr  Benjn  Ilobbs  cleared  if  as  he  told  me 
—the  2(5th  mr  peabody  Stopt  it  again  as  my  two  sous  Sami  <t  Asael  told 
me— the  27tb  of  satd  month  mr  hobbs  come  &  took  the  stoppage  out  my- 
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self  two  sons  Jesse  &  Joseph  Beiiif?  present  and  he  told  us  he  would  take 
out  as  fast  as  peabody  put  in— nir  peabody  jurn  Came  the  same  Day  and 
Bbj^an  tn  st()[)  it  MCfain  und  I  went  Down  niul  forbid  liiiii  useiiii;  ancy  of  my 
property  to  iitou  said  Brook  or  coming  any  more  there  with  that  jiei^igu — 
October  the  12tn  mr  Jacob  poMbody  junr  stopt  the  Brook  n^afn  the  same 
Day  inr  n<'tij  hobt»>  rlpored  it— Nov(>iiil)er  the  3d  mr  pt^abody  it  son  mr 
Saml  Brown  come  «fo  filled  up  the  inoutb  of  the  Hobbses  Stream  at  the 
Crotch  of  said  Brook  with  Jjuvpti  Stones  on  Each  Side  of  the  Wedth  of  2 
feet  it  o  inches  and  IJai-it  il  tin-  R  itfoin  of  said  Brook  about  5  incln  s  from 
its  usoual  Debth  with  ilat  Stones— November  5th  medsrs  Abraham  Benjn 
A  David  hobbs  ft  Mr  John  Perkins  Junr  came  with  5  yoke  of  o«eD  and  a 
l).;)rr,,  f,,  i>i(-n-  out  tbf  Stones  ag-ain— 1  forbid  tluMii  oominijon  to  my  land 
—  lienju  hubbs  (jome  to  n>y  bouse  and  Desired  n)e  to  go  witli  my  two  oldest 
sons  with  hira  and  measnre  the  Debth  of  water  that  Han  over  the  mud 
sill  anti  f.ikewise  tlje  Debtli  of  tho  Hiook  at  tbn  rrotoli  wbieli  I  Did  nnd 
wo  found  the  water  that  llau  over  tlie  mud  sill  2^4  Inciies  Deepe  and  at^ 
ttie  Crotoli  of  said  Brook  In  hobbs  Stream  It  was  £levon  Inches  Deepe  and 
farther  saith  not. 

A  Siiort  memoiandum  Asaliel  Smitii  " 

Early  in  the  year  1788,  Jacob  Peabody  commenced  an  action  of  tres- 
pass nprainst  Abralirnn  Hobbs  for  bis  (J'^f^iriff  out  the  brook  and  pnlliuff 
down  tl»u  dam,  wbicb  was  lirst  erected  in  16i)2  ami  most  of  tiie  time  main- 
tained. "Tin  suit  was  first  brous^ht  before  wliat  was  tl)en  called  the  *Con- 
fessioti  Art.'    Ml.  IIol)hs  appeared  and  disputed  the  demand." 

Mr.  I'eabody  had  liis  case  entered  at  the  next  Court  of  Common  Pieas 
for  Essex  Oounty . 

I  have  the  dt'positions  of  ton  n?pd  persons  who  testified  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  Pye  lirook  and  its  luurul  brunch  at  the  pariinj^  tliereof.  and  also 
to  tlie  fact  of  tl»e  existence  of  a  dam  across  said  brancli  as  tl)ey  ren)em- 
hered  it  fifty  years  i)efore,  f)r  between  tlie  years  I"2()  and  174().  Tliese  dep- 
ositions were  siR^ned  and  sworn  to  before  Dr.  Nehemiah  Cleaveland,  Jus- 
tice of  the  l^eaco. 

The  names  of  these  persons  are  as  follows:  Caleb  Foster  and  Mrs.  Mary 
Potter  of 'Ipswfch ;  John  8mith  of  Boxford,  who  lived  with  Jesse  Dorman, 
son  of  Tlionia-.  in  ITJ.'i,  when  Ifi  yrs  old;  Mrs.  Ilannab  Chaplain  of  IJowley 
who  lived  with  William  Rogers  in  IT^  in  said  Dorman  house;  John  Ter- 
kins  of  Topsfleld,  who  lived  with  said  Rogers  in  1736;  John  Averlli  of 
Westuiinster.  V  t..  who  li\ ed  witi)  Mr.  Uofrers  in  1738;  Nathaniel  Hood  of 
Xopslieid,  probable  owner  of  the  Howlett  Mills  from  1746  to  1748;  aUo  Jonn 
Bradstreet,  Simon  Gonid  and  Thomas  Baker,  all  of  Topsfleld. 

According:  t«)  the  testimony  of  these  witnes-.  -;.  Mm  dam  was  built  fir- 
tweed  two  t^nuill  hills  about  two  rodti  above  a  bridge  over  the  brook  iu  the 
followlnir  manner. 

'•.\  stick  of  tinilipr  was  laid  acro-s  thr'  liottom  of  the  brook  and  two 
iituds  set  up  onu  ou  each  end,  and  tenanted  into  this  stick  of  timber  or 
mud-sfti,  so  called,  and  a  cap-piece  mortised  on  the  top  of  these  studs.** 

'I'lir  \yA<  tried  in  two  courts  and  exct^ptions  filt^d  tboremi.  >rr. 
Peabody  tiien  decided  to  carry  it  to  the  SuprtMue  court.  Before  ll»e  sitting 
of  this  court,  however,  the  owners  of  these  two  mills,  probably  finding 
tbat  tlif  lawyers  were  gottinir  more  out  <^f  it  than  they  were  from  tlndr 
mills,  consulted  togetlier  and  decided  to  submit  the  case  to  the  de- 
termination of  referees.  These  referees,  Natlianiel  Lovejoy  Es<i..  Mr. 
l^fo'  ly  i^ri(!.ros  and  Captain  Peter  Osgood,  viewed  the  premises  and  deci' 

dec!  a--  fol  lo ws  :  — 

"Attlo  be<rinningof  that  branch  of  said  Pye  Brook  which  rnn~  i  >  said 
r.  aliody's  mill,  at  the  iKU  tinir  of  said  brook  suitable  stones  s-ball  I'e  laid 
in  lime  mortar  in  such  a  manner  as  to  confine  the  channel  of  said  branch 
within  the  compass  of  five  feet,  and  thisshall  bedone  by  tlie  said  Peabody, 
his  heirs  and  assiprns,  at  his  and  their  expense  within  one  year  from  the 
date  of  this  report. 

And  at  the  beglnnlngpof  the  other  branch  of  said  brook  which  flowa 
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from  PyA  Brook  through  Howlett*8  Brook  bo  called,  betngr  a  branoh  of  said 

Pye  Brook  to  the  said  Hol)b'-  'jr  i-^t-mfM,  snftahlf*  stones  shall  in  Ifk**  man- 
ner be  laid  iri  lime  mortar  &o  as  to  confine  the  channel  of  said  branch  with- 
in the  compass  of  three  feet,  and  this  shall  be  done  by  the  said  Hobbs.  his 
heirs  and  assigns*  at  bis  and  their  expense  within  one  year  from  the  date 
of  this  report. 

And  we  do  further  report  that  eaob  and  both  of  the  said  p^les«  tbetr 

respective  ht  fr-^  ukI  assigns,  mav  at  any  time  hereafter  remove  any  <»b- 
structionstliat  may  bu  in  their  respective  branches  of  said  brouk  ui  uuy 
place  therein,  saving,  that  the  said  Hobbs,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  may  not 
remove  or  cause  to  he  removed  a  certain  mud-sill,  lying  in  and  across  the 
branch  of  said  brook  running  to  tliesaid  Hobb's  grist-miU,  about  two  rods 
above  a  bridge  over  the  brook  on  the  road  facing  by  Asaliel  Smith's  dwell- 
ing house  and  where  a  dam  was  formerly  made,  and  that  lie,  his  heirs  and 
as<9igns,  shall  forever  keep  and  maintain  a  sill  or  bar  in  that  place  in  same 
situation  it  now  is,  never  to  he  sunk  lower,  nor  shall  he  or  they  make  any 
alteration  in  the  bed  or  bottom  of  said  brook  by  digging  or  lowering  it 
from  its  present  state  from  the  parting  of  said  brook  to  the  aforesaid  mnd- 
sUl. 

^Neither  shall  the  said  Feabody,  nor  his  heirs  and  assigns,  make  any 
alteration  tn  the  bed  or  bottom  of  that  branoh  of  said  brook,  running  to 

his  said  mill,  within  Ave  rods  of  the  sn  1  p  n  tinpr  of  said  brook.  GiVen 
under  oar  hands  this  thirtieth  day  of  Dt^uember  in  the  year  of  our  Ijord 
one  tboasaod  seven  handred  eighty  eight. 

H'atliniii'^l  Love  joy  i 

Moody  Bridges  >  Referees. 
Peter  Osffood) 

Accepted  by  tfT^  f  'onrt  Apr.  1789. 

Although  more  than  a  century  has  passed  since  this  occurred  yet  it 
remains  the  same  today. 

It  is  a  somewhat  singular  fact  that  after  all  the  contention  and  strife 
between  the  owners  of  these  mills,  the  proprietor  of  the  Uobb's  mill  today, 
Mr.  Wellington  Donaldson,  fs  a  lineal  deseendant  of  Frauols  Peabody,  the 
ancestor. 

In  IHOl,  Joseph  and  John  Batchelder,  owners  of  the  Captain  Thomas  Ba- 
ker farm  at  this  date,  brought  snlt  against  Jaoob  Peal)o(ly  for  t lie  flowing 
of  their  meadows.  The  case  was  tried  on  the  second  Tneschiy  of  Novem- 
ber, 1801,  at  the  .Supreme  Judicial  court  hoidcn  at  Saleni  and  tliuy  were 
awarded  SlU.UUby  the  court  for  past  damages,  also  said  Peabody  and  his 
puceessors  in  ownership  of  the  mills  were  to  pay  three  dollars  per  year  for 
damages  in  the  future.  This  amount  was  paid  every  year  until  1870,  when 
it  was  stopped. 

Jacob  reabody  died  Xov.  25, 1806  and  by  hib  will  dated  Feb.  16, 1801,  be 
gave  the  mill  with  other  property  to  his  two  sons,  Jacob  and  John  P.  Pea- 
body,  in  e<|nai  shares.  These  two  brotheis  oontinned  to  run  the  mills  ap 
to  the  summer  of  182iL 

The  grist  mill  at  this  time  being  very  mnoh  ont  of  repair,  needing  a 
n»'W  water-wheel,  a  sot  of  mill  -tones,  a  new  flume  and  several  other 
things,  it  was  thought  best  to  tear  it  down  and  build  anew.  This  was  done 
in  August  and  the  new  one,  built  on  the  same  spot,  was  raised  on  Sept.  95, 
1^4.   The  work  was  done  by  Tl/.ra  Docile  and  others  from  Beverly 

John  P.  Peabody  took  one  half  of  the  old  original  mill-stone  for  u  door 
step.  In  which  oapaolty  it  has  served  to  the  present  day.  The  new  mill- 
stones, weighin?^  over  three  Ions,  were  brought  from  LynUi  as  the  follow^ 
ing  bill  will  testify:— 

Topsfleld,  Oct.  9, 1881. 

■^'  hn  P.  Prahody  to  Nehemiah  Perkins,  Dr. 
To  myself  and  two  yoke  of  oxen  to  Lynn  to  draw  the  millstones  for 
the  new  mllL  $1.17 
Received  payment,  Xeheminh  Perkins. 

The  cost  of  the  new  mill  was  Hi)2.06.  The  mills  were  run  by  the  said 
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brothers  until  Feb.  14,  1821),  up  to  which  date  they  had  boon  in  the  Fea- 
bofly  name  for  164  ye^rs. 

Xow  thfre  hnppt'iiod  an  iiniistjal  occurronof.  a??  the  first  clian^f^  was 
made  in  the  name  of  Liif  owners.  Jacob  roabody  sold  his  farm  and  undi- 
vided half  of  the  mills  to  Hon.  Nathan  Dane  of  Beverljr,  th^  deed  betnff 
dated  Feb.  U  Mr.  Dane  tratisfprrcf}  the  same  to  Samuel  Bradstreot 

and  Samiif^l  (tduIcI  in  common,  June  IH,  18^31* 

April  12.  ISiS.  Samuel  Bradstreet  sold  out  his  one  fourth  interest  to 
Samuel  (iould,  who  in  turn  aold  out  his  one  half  interest  of  the  mills  to 
Jacob  Town  p.  Sept.  14,  IH41. 

Widow  [)hta  Towne,  as  administratrix  of  the  estate  of  Jacob  Towne« 
convcved  to  their  son,  J.  Waldo  Towne.  tlii«one  half  Interest  of  the  mills, 
April  2,  1845. 

Uurinjrall  these  years  since  Jacob  Peabody  in  Feb.  U,  1829  had  sold 
out  half  of  tlio  mills,  John  P.  Peabody  had  con  tinned  running  them,  pay- 
ing rent  to  the  dilFerent  owners  of  the  undivided  Ijalf  sold  by  his  brother 
Jacob. 

In  1842,  the  old  saw  mill  was  taken  down  by  Alfred  P.  Towne  and  Uiied 

for  firewood. 

Considerable  business  must  have  been  done  at  tliis  mill  as  sho>vn  by 
the  Uook  of  Accountb"  which,  over  a  century  old,  I  have  in  my  possess- 
ion.  T  also  have  an  old  <«aw  taken  from  the  mitt  in  17^. 

In  Xov.  1,  lSi;?.rolin  p.  IVal)  )dy  sold  l)is  farm  and  his  on^  half  of  the 
mill  to  his  irou-in-law,  lienjainia  ii.  Towne.  At  this  date,  one  half  of  the 
milt  had  been  in  the  Peabody  name  178  years. 

Til  1S4S\  the  old  Poabody  House  by  the  mill  was  torn  down  by  A  TMrtor 
Knoeland  and  others.  I  was  present  uu  that  occasion  with  many  of  the 
netfrhbors. 

Soino  <if  the  I)r)ards  and  timb'Ts  taken  fi-otn  this  old  hou-««  wer»»  used 
in  thtt  construction  of  the  house  erected  near  th<^  spot  by  J.  Waldo  Towne 
in  1847.  The  house  is  now  owned  by  Goorpe  F.  Pevear. 

Tlic  Tnill  was  run  by  lionjaniin  15.  and  .1.  Waldo Towne  until  April  10, 
1848.  wlien  tlicy  sold  old  to  John  Mcl\.oii/,ui. 

Durinflf  his  ownership,  bein^^a  vvtiHeUvriurlit,  he  made  extensive  repairii. 
The  old  rfvprsibit?  watcr-wlieHi.  H>  feet  in  diameter,  was  taken  out  in  ItfSO 
and  a  new  circular  iul>  wln'ol  put  in. 

Wh^n  pnlting  in  a  f  Dnndation  for  tin's  new  wheel,  Mr.  MeKenzie  found 
nn  old  l'in<'-trpp  sliillitm.  This  an<Ment  coin  wa**  afterwards  purchased  by 
Dea.  Juel  li.  l*ral>od>  ami  with  some  appropriate  v«rses  on  the  same  writ- 
ten by  Mrs.  l'»'al)oiiy  hi>  wiff,  was  .ii»>nt  as  a  present  to  Georfre  PeabodjT 
the  emincTH  iMiiker  of  lv>n<hiti,  Kns^iand.  Mrs.  Peabody  received  in  re- 
turn a  a  present  of  a  silver  piudit-r  line«l  with  irold. 

In  I8ol,  after  making:  many  repairs,  Mr.  MoKenzie  put  in  a  corn  crack- 
er, for  up  to  this  time  only  clear  frrain  bad  been grontid.  The  puttinff  in  of 
this  crai  kt  r  marked  a  new  epoch  in  the  history  of  th»'  ntiil.  Not  much  corn 
was  shelled  after  this  as  the  great  call  seem  to  be  for  corn-anil-eob  meal. 

Mr.  McKenzie's  health  be^jinninff  to  fail,  he  was  assisted  in  his  work 
by  his  son-in-law,  John  Hoardman,  Junior.  Tlie  mill  was  run  with  jjood 
success  until  Au<f.  1.  1H64,  when  beini^  still  in  poor  health,  .Mr.  McKenzie 
sold  out  to  his  son.  Alfred  McKenzie.  A**  he  was  liviuf?  in  Danvers  at  the 
time  he  let  out  the  mill  on  sltares  to  Benjamin  B.  Towne,  who  ran  it  con- 
tinuously witli  the  assistance  of  (loortre  W.  lirown,  until  April  I,  1H70. 

During  this  time  the  principal  repairs  were  made  in  lb07,  when  a  new 
bridsre  and  Hume  were  put  in  at  a  cost  of  $117.00. 

The  passing- of  the  mill  property  fron»  the  M c Ken sles  into  other  hands 
was  probably  hastened  by  the  foilowinir  incident: 

Mr.  William  Locke  owned  the  pro[)i  i  ty  adjoining^  the  mill-lot  and  de- 
sirin','  to  make  soine  improveinctits  in  front  of  his  house  and  near  the 
brook,  he  commeuced  to  build  a  wall  arouad  a  spring  winch  was  by  the 
side  of  the  brook. 

Wliilf  working- on  the  =nmo  one  p|eas;mt  nfternoon  in  ()cti»ber,  1S09. 
one  of  the  ALcKeuzie  heirs  happened  to  come  along  and  asked  tlie  ques- 
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tion,  "On  whose  land  nre  you  buildfng^  your  wall.  Mr.  Locke?"  He  rt'plifd 
iu  au  iudiflerent  manner  as  if  he  did  not  care,  but  it  seems  he  afterwards 
looked  at  the  deeds  ot  his  place  and  found  that  he  was  trespassing  upon 
mill  property. 

Desirlnp:  to  on  witli  liis  iuiprovements,  he  beg-an  at  once  to  negotiate 
for  th<j  purclia^e  of  the  mill  property,  which  wa»  finally  consummated 
March  V.\  Is'Tn.  Mr.  Locke  made  aome  repairs  to  thR  null,  putting  on  a 
new  rim  to  tlm  water  wheel  and  also  substituting  iron  tloats  to  the  wheel 
In  place  of  wooden  ones. 

T>uriii<r  tlio  first  part  of  Mr.  LkoIco's  ownrrship,  it  wns  rnn  by  David 
8iuUli  uud  ii.  Austin  Perkins,  and  then  by  Mr.  Locke  himself  until  July 
17, 1873,  when  he  sold  his  plaoe  with  milt  property  to  John  B.  Perry  of 
Somerville. 

Mr.  Perry  run  the  mill  with  some  success  until  he  sold  it  to  Mrs.  Lice- 
netta  Ham  of  W  akefield,  Aug.  19, 1876.  Baring  her  ownership  it  was  run 
by  John  B.  Terry,  jr. 

Mni.  Ham  sold  out  to  Mrs.  Catharine  Hanford  of  Lexington,  Jan.  4, 
1876.  It  was  rill)  (luriiitr  her  (>\viHM->!iip by  her  SOU,  Clarence  C.  Hanford, 
who  mad<;  some  repairs  on  the  same. 

On  the  S7th  of  June,  1888,  Mrs  TTanford^S  Interest  In  the  mil!  property 
WHS  sold  to  Lt^nn  F.  Chamecin  of  Hoston,  and  on  the  '^ocoml  day  of  Octo- 
ber, the  same  year,  18bii,  he  «»oid  out  to  Mrs.  Teresa  C.  Carr,  tiie  present 
owner.  The  mill  has  not  been  run  sinee  18B2. 

The  most  successful  period  of  the  mill's  history  was  probahly  from 
1651,  the  time  of  putting  in  the  corn-cracker,  to  1875,  for  during  tlie  civil 
war  and  some  years  afterwards,  grain  was  v^ry  high,  often  bringing  two 
dollars  per  tm^hol. 

Many  anuii^iiit^:  incidents  couKl  l>e  relalud  in  connection  with  this  mill. 
Some  people  would  come  to  the  Iioush  and  say  in  rather  pleading  tones,  **I 
want  to  go  to  mill."  Others  would  say,  "I  have  como  to  jrf^t  *iome  meal 
ground."  My  parents  have  often  8p<>ken  ot  a  gentleman  who  occasionally 
came  to  mill  from  the  LInebrook  Parish.  He  generally  drove  in  a  two- 
whi'ol  sliay  and  when  coming  down  the  turnpike  hill  by  our  grove  he 
would  bf';,'iii  to  cry  out  iu  stentorian  tones,  '  Where  is  the  miller?"  "Where 
is  the  miller?"  and  he  would  keep  it  up  more  or  less  until  he  had  arrived  op- 
posite the  miller's  house.  If  the  miller  was  within  an  eighth  of  a  mile  of 
the  scene  of  action  he  would  be  almost  sure  to  hear  the  cry.  Evidently 
the  gentleman  disliked  tog;etoutof  hia  shay  to  oali  at  the  house  for  the 

miller. 

The  old  mill  stands  to-day  iu  quiet  repose.   No  busy  sound  is  heard 

savr  that  of  the  ceaseless  flow  of  the  running  brook,  bringing  to  mind  the 

trvitbf  ul  words  of  Tennyson  :— 

"  For  men  inny  coim*  nnd  men  mny  go, 
liut  I  y<i  on  (or>  \  >  I ." 

I«et  us  contemplate  the  scene  and  ask  the  question,  **Where  in  this 
town  is  there  another  landmark  around  >vhioh  oinsters  so  many  memories 

of  the  past  and  where  aiiot her  spot  on  which  a  huiMiinj:  has  stood  t'\  ery 
year  since  1665,  or  within  forty-live  years  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrim. 
Fathers?**  And  a  few  rods  from  this  mill  Is  the  old  historlo  spot  where,  in 
1(560,  dwelt  tlip  only  family  in  America  by  the  name  of  Peabody,  whose 
descendants  today  are  numbered  by  the  thousands. 

Now,  In  conclusion,  I  will  say  that  notwithstanding  I  have  over  ser* 
enty  [Ki;M-r<  rrf.  rriti^'  to  tli«-s,->  mills,  som*-  «if  which  iira  nuire  ttinii  two 
centuries  old,  tumded  down  to  urn  tlirough  six  generations,  or  from  Lieut, 
Francis  Peabody,  the  ancestor,  1  have  been  very  careful  to  give  the  sub* 
ject  duo  foFi-iM.  ration  fn  regard  to  facts  and  dates,  thinldnir  that  probably 
this  will  be  ttie  otily  lji>>tory  that  will  over  be  writt«Mi  ol  tin'  old  i'eabody 
mills*  One  of  them  has  b.  .  n  gune  for  more  than  half  a  century,  and  the 
otlipr,  imlp-*»*  repaired,  will  soon  be  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  these  ancient 
landmarks  will  be  obliterated  forever,  for  it  is  not  proOuOlc  tliat  the  grist- 
mill will  ever  be  rebuilt  again,  although  the  water  power  may  be  utilised 
for  some  other  purposes  iu  the  long  distant  future. 
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€X>MMUNIOAT£D  nv  r^fiQ.  FSS.  DOW. 


A  List  of  most  of  y*  children  were  baptised  by  ser- 
emUniiiustorsof  y^QoBpendiiriiigy*Tftoan  y^dmrdi 
of  Topsfield,  y^  is  alter  the  Dealli  of  y*  Bey«  1^  Joeeph 
Gapeo,  nntill  y*  ordinatioii  of  M'  Jobn  EmerBon  his 


hit) 
•« 

«< 


Feb'j  26, 17S6-7. 
« 


The  Ber.  M'  Patnsm,  Fkstor  of  a  dhtuoh  in  Beading, 
baptized 

Joseph  Towne  hit)  Sarah 

Samoell  Smith 
BamiMll  Howlet 

David  Redlngton 
Robert  rerkhis 
Sninuell  Hradstreet 
SamuuU  Curticti 
Jacob  Beddlngton 
OidMo  Towne 


u 


WUllMB 

Sarah 

Barah 
Mary 


tt 


(I) 
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8    BAFntfMAL  BE00BD8  OF  THE  OHUBOU  IN  TOF8FIBU>. 

The  Bey.  M'  Preaoot,  of  Salem>  baptized 

Sanwell  Towne  tils  SmbimO  Aug.  S7,  1797. 
FnmciB  Peabody              iMie  '*  ** 

Joseph  Commins  '*  Moses  *• 

VtitiuM  Towne  "  Amee  "  " 

y®  Rov.  M*".  Wigglosworth,  of  Ipswich  Hamlot,  baptized 
Mark  How  hia  Luce  i?  co  y  26,  1727-8. 

y«  Bey.  M^.  dark,  ol  Salem  yillago 

Ttanottqr  PttrUns  his  Bsbecksh  ICucli  10, 17f7-«. 

John  WlUb                "  Amos  «•  '* 

Jonathan  Perkins          "  Hannah  "  ** 

Bichsrd  Towns            *'  Tbomss  **  ** 

The  Tl4^v.  M».  Rogers,  of  Boxiurd 

Jacob  Ptirkina  hisAblgaU  March  31,  1728. 

Aaron  Estey  "  Hannah  •«  ** 

The  Bey.  M^.  Preeoot,  of  Salem 

Daniel  Towns  his  Dorolhy  AprUI  U,  172$. 

The  Bey.  M'.  Emerson,  of  Maiden  baptused 
Ben}«.ln  Toyne        Ws  ^.Jacob  |  ^^.^^  ^^^^ 

Samuell  Curtice  **  Samuell  *•  " 

Snmnsll  Psrklns         "  Msrgaret  •* 

The  Bey.      Bogers,  of  Boxford,  baptized 

Danlsl  Bsdlngton        hlsSsrah  JnnsW,  1798. 

Th<'  Rev.  M^  Wiii>:i<  -  u  <>rtli,  of  ip^widi  llamlclt 
BamnslI  Bobiiuon       hia  Uaouah  August  18,  1788. 

The  Bey.  M'.  Sogers,  of  Bozford,  baptized 

Tobijah  Perkins        his  Annah  November  10.  1728. 

John  Abbot  **  BUsahelh  *• 

The  Bey.  M'.  Hobert  Waid,  of  Wenham,  baptized 
llntOMw  Psabo47       Us  Sbeneser  October  1. 1797. 
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BA1*TI8MAL  BSCOEDfi  OF  THE  CHURCH  IM  T0P8FIBLD.  8 


Joseph  y*  son  of  Simon  and  Etisabelh  Biadgtreet  was 
baptazed  June  25,  172[7]  by  y«  Bev.  M'.  Robert  Ward 

of  Wenham. 


The  Chnroh  of  Chbist  in  Tqpafield  having  made  choice 
of  M*^.  John  Emeraon  to  be  their  Fsator  aent  Letters  to 
Ei^t  OhoTohes  to  oome  and  a&ord  their  aaaistanoe  hj  j* 
Elders  &  messengers  in  ordaining  of  him  to  y*  office  of  a 
FlEMtor  over  y"  in  Lord,  aooordingly  on  y«  27**»  Day 
of  Nov**'  1728  came  y«  Bev :  M'.  John  &  Nathan*!  Rogers 
Fiutors  of  y*  first  dinroh  of  Christ  in  Ipswich  with  thdr 
Delegates.  The  Rev*"  M'.  John  Ro^arers  of  Boxford.  The 
Rev<*  M"".  Joseph  EuK  rson  of  Mulckii.  The  Rev<*  M*". 
Sam'i  Wigglesworth  of  IpHwicli  Ilainlett.  The  Rev*!  ^^^ 
Peter  Clark  of  Salem  villaire  and  The  liev**  M*".  Robeit 
Ward  of  Wenham  w*^^  their  Delegates. 

The  solemnity  began  w**^  l^rayer,  Wi^iebworth 
was  y®  nioutli  of  CoTi<rro£ration. 

M'.  Emerson  of  Maiden  preached  from  Mat.  4:  21-22. 
And  goinff  on  from  thence  He  saw  other  two  BreUtren^ 
James  if  son  of  Zebedee  d?  JoJin  his  Brother ^  and  He 
caOed  y*,  amd  they  imm^diaidy  left  ^  ah^  A  y  Faiher 
a/ndfiiSUneed  Him, 

M'.  John  Bogers  Sen'.  Faster  of  y*  first  chh :  of  Ipa- 
wich  gave  y®  Charge. 

M^  John  Rogers  of  Bozford  gave  y*  right  Hand  of 
Fellowship. 

M*".  Ward  of  Wenham  prayed  afterwiird.s,  ii  suitable 
psalm  was  y"  sung,  y*^  Blessing  given  and  y«  solemnity 
Concluded. 


Bbnon  Bradstreet 
WllUam  Klttery 
Abr&ham  Foster 


bis  Mercy 
William 
"  Amos 
"  Rath 


Deceiii»r  1733, 

••  •« 

•*  «4 
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4   BAFTXUtAL  RWOOKtXi  09  THB  OHUiiOB  IK  TOFaTlBLD. 


Jacob  PeatxHly 

his  Elizabeth 

Decern*" 

2», 

AbndMtni  How 

14 

SUnbalh 

44 

44 

Matthtw  PMbody 

41 

KeheUMl 

44 

44 

JosepL  Perkins 

41 

Dorkas 

January 

r., 

Simon  Bradstreet 

February  23. 

Zaol^us  Perkins  and 

14 

Wintam  FwUnfl.  these 

iq;>on  thilr  OWB  MOO 

mt 

belagof  adult  Age, 

44 

44 

also     oUldren  of 

Thonuw  4  MM7  JHmej  their  Mary 

II 

t« 

<■        •<  ii 

«< 

Thomas 

44 

II 

•1                M  U 

«4 

Miriam 

44 

44 

CI                It  «1 

44 

dMHrlM 

41 

II 

DlntiArri  Town 

Ms  Mary 

Maieh 

f. 

Ttmnthv  T*prlrtnii 

Timothy 

44 

16. 

«< 

Joseph 

14 

»( 

fiobert  Perkins 

14 

Boberk 

14 

44 

flamiiall  Howlfl^ 

DSHI WU  *A  V  ffl  IW 

41 

Dm 

44 

44 

41 

Sanlsl 

44 

flflL 

SamU  Bradatrsflfc 

<< 

SamO 

41 

<t 

<( 

Jacob 

It 

It 

Joseph  Towne 

44 

Jouathaa 

AprU 

20. 

Joaeoh  TomM  Jim' 

41 

Jtntiiia 

44 

44 

Durf if  fiiimiirfiM 
vsTiu  \«wiiiiiiin> 

44 

44 

14 

Mark  Howe 

t< 

Mary 

Maj 

4. 

John  Gould 

«< 

Jacob 

44 

11. 

Jacob  Keddingtou 

•  i 

Jacob 

(( 

2R, 

John  Prichard 

41 

Paul 

June 

«. 

Vnuioli  PMbo^f 

44 

DanM 

41 

14 

EphralmSmltlk 

4« 

Mary 

14 

II 

John  Ciimmlng* 

•  t 

Sarah 

44 

44 

Eliezer  Lnkc 

it 

Daniel 

e, 

John  WUds 

«< 

Mary 

44 

27, 

joiuiytaii  WtUs 

44 

Uatliamrt 

44 

44 

John  Perklnt  inn' 

44 

Stephen 

14 

44 

Daniel  Towne 

•4 

ThomM 

Angast 

24, 

Micall  DwtncU 

4* 

Thomas 

September  7, 

Mathau  Towue 

4« 

Esau 

(« 

28. 

MichaU  Coffeen 

4t 

John 

November  23, 

44 

lOohaU 

44 

41 

Pbillp  TowM 

l< 

Enos 

Josiah  Kcnncy 

tl 

Mary 

Febraary  Z, 

John  'I'owut:  Jun' 

(< 

Icabod 

44 

Miall  Cotfee 

4« 

Robert 

41 

14 
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SAFnaUAL  BECOEDB  OF  THE  CHURCH  IN  TOPSFIELD. 


Dutel  Reddlogtos 

bis  BorcM 

Jonathan  Perkins 

jonAthaii 

II 

II 

tIk-  widow  Ann  Averell 

II 

22, 

.Jacob  Perkins 

t< 

Prudence 

April 

19. 

John  BradBtrect 

M 

Sarah 

May 
JVM 

17. 

Ttanotliy  Piairkfiii 

l< 

7, 

JoseDh  Town6  Job" 

«« 

AiehobMa 

ii 

Josapli  DwInaU 

l< 

Oeorpe 

•« 

t«  <« 

It 

Joseph 

II 

II 

««  w 

II 

Manha 

«i 

If 

•«  «• 

t« 

Mary 

«« 

i« 

»t  It 

U 

Tinrhnilih 

«t 

tc 

«(  «« 

•1 

James 

•1 

*c 

John  Townc 

CI 

John 

QeotuG  Cowan 

<c 

Elizabeth 

II 

I* 

Marfirarot  Perkins 

l^r  Jemima 

II 

«« 

John  TMeluurd 

hit  8tnh 

«i 

19,  * 

Lake  AtatcU 

It 

Mary 

Aagnst 

•i 

Nathan  R!xbj 

t( 

Xatliaa 

II 

18, 

Aaron  Estc}' 

It 

Mary 

«« 

<« 

Israel  Towue 

ii 

Elizab^h 

<i 

It 

IfnttlMw  PMbody 

II 

John 

8cptamber  is, 

r  of  John  and  BHiabotb 

jTjIjil  I  son 

•1 

Thomas  Potter 

his 

Sarah 

44 

II 

Joseoh  Peabodv 

14 

Jos^h 

October 

4. 

GidooD  TowiM 

u 

Fhedio 

II 

I* 

TbonM  Bnkor 

t€ 

Thomas 

u 

w, 

John  JohnHton 

It 

Mary 

<l 

i< 

Jacob  Averell 

II 

Daniel 

Ppcember 

G, 

Nalhan^  Porter  Jun' 

(1 

Daniel 

January 

24,  17SI. 

Joseph  PerklM 

II 

Mercy 

11 

31, 

John  Abbot 

II 

Martha 

FabruaiT 

u. 

William  ReddingtOtt 

M 

JonatJiaii 

<i 

II 

David  Cummlngn 

II 

Jonathan 

March 

21, 

Israol  Clark, 

t« 

Elijah 

41 

Tobijab  Perkins 

II 

Daniel  A  \ 

April 

IB, 

II  «■ 

II 

Xdrnmid  1™" 

Benjamin  TomM 

II 

Bl! 

*i 

It 

Robert  Perkins 

II 

Amos 

Ii 

11 

San  ncl  PcrklDg 

<l 

Saranel 

11 

11 

Mark  How 

Ii 

Aaron 

May 

13, 

Simon  Brwdttnet 

•  1 

Mary 

•1 

aa, 

WQUaai  Moelnio 

II 

Janoa 

JUM 

IB, 

1 
I 


6     BAPmMAX.  EBOOSDS  OF  THE  CUXJBCH  IN  TOP8FIELD. 


SMnOOiirttoe 

kis  Nosk 

Jnno 

17.  mi. 

Andrew  Delryrapla 

«« 

Ifsiy 

11 

«4 

Micall  Dwinell 

<i 

Sam" 

Jo^ 

IS. 

Jacob  Clark 

<i 

Batbshdba 

II 

ti 

Joseph  Boblnsoa 

i( 

Joseph 

August 

1, 

Siitf  Bimndrtf  tt 

it 

Elijah 

44 

». 

Jobn  Frlduura 

<i 

Dmid 

44 

44 

Jabez  Towne 

II 

Jabez 

44 

44 

Hannah  Bowery 

if  nnnah 

flepCsBiIwi 

'  «, 

Stephen  Johnson 

hiH  liuih 

44 

11. 

JobaFvftbodj 

«i 

Jsoob 

Deoenri>er 

19, 

Join,  J*  ton  of  John  4 

Bill 

isbeth  Inofion 

44 

JoMph  Gould 

his  BUsnbslk 

44 

■4 

Thonins  Perkins 

<4 

Enoch 

II 

II 

Nathiiti  WIuxhI 

il 

William 

January 

^.  1733. 

Jacob  Dormau 

«( 

Jacob 

February 

JioobPteklnf 

•4 

Jsoob 

44 

It. 

Richard  Towno 

(t 

SUssbefb 

44 

44 

Joseph  Towne  Jan' 

•  ( 

Jemima 

44 

i« 

Jacob  Avt  rell 

l( 

Dorothy 

44 

Israel  Towne 

•t 

Tbomas 

44 

44 

DatM  Oominlngf 

■« 

MsToh 

Tlmolhy  Psrtdlns 

«« 

April 

Israel  Clark 

u 

In«el 

44 

4t 

Ephralm  Wild»-3 

It 

Tlu^mas 

Jnnn 

4, 

Sam"  HowleU 

«t 

John 

44 

11. 

Jacob  Redding  ton 

•« 

Dorcas 

ti 

44 

Anion  Bofeejr 

«t 

Issae 

44 

as. 

Jonttban  Perkins 

(4 

Jnliy 

>. 

Thomas  Gonld  Jim' 

<l 

Thorn  ?iH 

II 

28, 

Gideon  Towne 

<( 

Abinha 

Aqgost 

1«. 

Diwiel  Goald 

44 

liuth 

■  4 

44 

Meta«tabeD  Dodge 

her  8«m* 

44 

», 

Win**  Perkins  Jon' 

his  Will" 

SeptsiabarM, 

Dan  Clark 

II 

Mary 

October 

«. 

Josiah  Keonej 

i< 

Asa 

44 

41 

John  Qoold 

44 

Esther 

44 

w. 

NaUita  Blxby 

4» 

Solomon 

44 

». 

Jotepb  Perkins 

44 

losbod 

December 

10, 

Jokn  Perkins 

II 

Moaet 

Jsnnsrj 

7. 17BI. 

Thomas  Howlct 

II 

Alice 

44 

44 

John  Towne  Jun' 

11 

William 

11 

«1. 

Luke  Averell 

41 

MoHes 

February 

i, 

Bobsrt  Perkins 

«4 

Fhebee 

44 

44 
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BAFTI8JUL  BECORl>S  OF  THE  CHUKOH  IN  TOl^FiBLD. 


BAlNiokili*  J*  PtiHglitir  of  Jobn  tiul  IHIiilmlii 

Emerson  Febraary  25,  178S. 


Matthew  Peabody 

bis  Sarah 

ApzU 

1, 

SamU  Bradstreet 

CI 

Eunice 

«i 

John  Frtcbard 

«4 

Mtftha 

II 

44 

gamB  Cartloe 

•4 

May 

•l 

Nathanael  Cartloe 

(1 

PriscUla 

Jane 

•> 

Thomas  Perkins 

41 

Sii-^nnnali 

Apgosl 

«. 

Joseph  Towno 

14 

Eunice 

41 

26, 

Steplieo  JoliuBon 

(( 

Rebeckab 

September  23, 

Beqjsmtn  Towne 

4* 

SnaaiuMii 

October 

7, 

44 

Mary 

«« 

14 

Snm"  ToTvnc 

4  i 

Hannah 

4< 

\fifn!1  DwincU 

44 

EUsabetli 

NoTember 

4, 

Lphraim  Wildes 

44 

Jacob 

«i 

11. 

XtmiMer  Cnrtloe 

I* 

AlMUr 

i« 

44 

TlwinM  Bakar 

•< 

J<dui 

«i 

Jacob  Robinson 

fl 

Jacob 

DeoenbOT 

s. 

Edmund  Towne 

(« 

Edmond 

«i 

9, 

Sami^Boyd 

8an# 

«« 

»> 

Ann 

It 

41 

«i  «( 

«l 

John 

41 

14 

NalliAii  fortar 

44 

NathHi^ 

1* 

SB, 

Jabez  Towne 

1  1 

Mary 

30, 

Dflnic!  Gloyd,  of  adult  aj^i 

February 

8. 

Dan  Clark 

hla  Daniel 

II 

10. 

John  Lunpra  ivaF 

It 

Rnfli 

i« 

41 

Philip  Towne 

4< 

Dinah 

«( 

Jacob  Dorm  an 

44 

David 

Mafeb 

9. 

Mark  IloAv 

•  4 

Mark 

44 

10, 

Abraham  Foster  Jon' 

ft 

Bath 

4« 

IT, 

Jacob  Perkins 

«< 

Xittee 

April 

14, 

Aefon  lamr 

«» 

AUgall 

May 

6. 

Israel  Towne 

<4 

Archeteoa 

44 

19. 

WiUiam  TVrkins  Jtin' 

l( 

Elizabeth 

44 

4f 

Phlooaa  iieddington 

tl 

Dorothy 

June 

II 

Ann 

44 

44 

l<  «« 

<« 

Fhiueas 

41 

44 

Jolm  Towne  Jnn' 

(« 

Elijah 

41 

41 

Thomas  Gould  .Tun* 

41 

A  bnor 

<4 

9. 

Kathau  Towne 

•  ( 

Aaron 

September 

I, 

Daniel  Keddington 

l« 

Margaret 

44 

99. 

DevM  CommtQga 

<l 

Anna 

October 

90, 

mehud  Towne 

l« 

December 

1. 

8    BAFimUIi  BSOORDS  OF  THB  OHUBOH  Of  TOMFmLD. 


.TonatLan  Foster 

hU 

A(Ba 

DootMber 

»,  17M. 

Natlian"  Curtice 

«• 

Nathan" 

15. 

Jonathan  Perkins 

4t 

AblgaU 

M, 

U 

IICNJ 

Jaainiy 

MTU. 

ThooMB,    MB  of  Jolia  tad  Sliiibeth  li 

son 

41 

12. 

Robert  Perkins 

his  Martha 

<< 

It 

Thomas  Uowlett 

•  4 

Lydia 

February 

Daniel  Qoold 

t« 

Daniel 

AprU 

David  Qoold 

•t 

<« 

Jolm  Prictiard 

t( 

Hannah 

May 

18. 

Joscpli  Pcrkhis 

4t 

Mary 

It 

II 

Joseph  Peabody 

•  ( 

Dndlcy 

June 

Abraham  Keddiugtou 

It 

Abraham 

«( 

Jacob  AroeO 

«* 

I^dla 

July 

e. 

Tobljah  Perkins 

u 

Jonattiatt 

<• 

IT. 

Saniuell  Boyd 

(« 

Mary 

<i 

II 

Jacob  Hoblnsnn 

It 

Jolin 

It 

It 

Joseph  Kueeiuud 

II 

Edward 

August 

10, 

Bntk  dough,  of  adnli  age, 

y«  wife  of  Da 

nlel 

Cloagh,  and  fhelr  child  1 

Uaabeth 

•t 

IT, 

John  Gould 

Ua  Amos 

CI 

24, 

Jacob  Dorman 

«( 

Mercy 

<i 

81. 

Nathan"  Wood 

•I 

Lnce 

September 

7, 

«i 

Obadiah 

•4 

It 

Sam^  Ho«pbtt 

«( 

Maty 

«• 

14i 

JosQpih  HoTcy 

It 

Joseph 

October 

IJI. 

Amos  DorniHTi 

i  < 

Tliulley 

«i 

Phllij)  Kiu;t  l»in<l  Jun' 

<t 

Mo.«*es 

«• 

ts, 

Jacob  litKldingtun 

i< 

Phuebu 

December 

28, 

Jolm  Town  Jan' 

•« 

Deborah 

•1 

M 

Nathan  Hood 

<( 

Mary 

Jinaary 

11. 178$. 

Ebcnczcr  Cortloa 

II 

Elizabeth 

•• 

Thnm<is  Uakar 

11 

Symonds 

ti 

18. 

Mark  How 

ti 

Abijah 

February 

1. 

Lake  Averdl 

i« 

Xbeneiap 

«t 

«« 

Solomon  Ooold 

M 

EUaabeth 

«* 

II 

Amos  Dorman 

1  < 

Amos 

«< 

M, 

John  Averell 

i« 

Mary 

March 

H. 

Thomas  Dorman 

11 

Jndith 

<• 

«i 

Daniel  Gloyd 

«i 

Daniel 

21, 

Nathanael  Hood,  of  adidft  ai 

BO 

AprU 

18, 

Sam*^  Brad  street 

his  Asa 

«• 

88, 

Kphratm  WUdM 

«« 

Dovothy 

May 

8, 
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BAPnSliAL  il£CX>&D6  OF  THE  GHUBCH  IN  TOPSFUSLD 


Fbioeas  Beddingtou 

his  Sarah 

'2    1  TAR 

Benjamin  Towne 

**  Bdmnnd 

<« 

Q 
»i 

<4  «■ 

**  Sara 

(« 

14 

•  i  It 

4( 

<4 

all  whicb  were  born  at  one  birtb 

Jacob  Perkins 

his  Lydia 

»( 

44 

Maty  Ihrlnell,  7*  wife  of  John  Dwlnell 

4* 

16. 

0aaGlark 

hleEUjab 

Jane 

27, 

Aaron  Estey 

Esther 

Joly 

Thomas  Potter 

Thomas 

«• 

n. 

WiU«  Perkins 

«♦  AUla 

»( 

18, 

Thomas  Gould  Jun' 

**  Asa 

44 

28. 

Bmi^  Perkins 

**  Arcbelans 

Avgoat 

W^.Bogen 

EIIZAbeth 

44 

u. 

Aaron  Hnbbard 

"  Mary 

44 

«4 

PhiUp  Towne 

"  Daniel 

tl 

David  Gould 

'*  Sarah 

September  5, 

SemQ  Gortioe 

"  Eonloe 

44 

12, 

lOadl  Dwlnell  Jnn' 

**  Bartholomew 

October 

24, 

><  4i 

"  Luce 

44 

44 

it  ft 

"  Hannah 

44 

44 

II  << 

"  Micall 

44 

41 

Mary,  j*  Daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Bm- 

mon 

44 

81, 

W«  Perkins 

his  Eunice 

tt 

Jftrnb  Fpnbody  jQtt' 

November 

7. 

Israel  (  larke 

"  Sarah 

It 

21. 

Israel  Towne 

"  Israel 

December  19, 

FbiUp  Kndend  Jnn' 

'*  Elizabeth 

44 

II 

Katlmni^  Porter,  Jnn' 

"  Mary 

44 

26, 

8am°  Smith  Jan' 

"  Prlscilla 

January 

S,  1787. 

Joseph  Kneland 

"  Timothy 

Febmary  27, 

Thomas  ilowlett 

'*  John 

44 

44 

Robert  Perkins 

Mehltabel 

March 

18, 

Abrabun  Foeter  Jon' 

Abigail 

AprU 

8, 

Joseph  Herrlck  Jmi' 

Nehemlah 

May 

1, 

David  Cnmmlnge 

Snsannah 

15, 

Daniel  Gould 

"  Lydla 

June 

5. 

Nathan^  Hood 

"  Sam*" 

41 

Jacob  RoUMon 

«»  Mary 

July 

10. 

Sen^Corttoe 

u  B||j«]| 

Aoj^t 

u. 

Jneob  Dorman 

*'  Sarah 

September  4, 

Jo!i'<tbin  Perkina 

"  Dudley 

44 

a. 

Jabez  Towue 

Rebeckah 

44 

44 

2 


10  BAPTISMAL  BSOOBDS  OF  TEE  GBUBOB  IN  TOMIXaiiD. 


B^)tized  Sarah  Gallop  a  child  npon  j*  acxoiUlt 


of  DMdel  HwHHwgton  wlio  took  hu  to  tMring 


np. 

September  18,  1787. 

Joseph  Peabody 

his  Elisabeth 

M 

T*  widow  MteyKcmiej  liv  9ottah 

OoCobw 

s. 

Btatfi  Howtett 

Us  BtsfiB 

i< 

'*  Anna 

•< 

n. 

Finn"  Smith  Jan' 

80. 

Katban  Hood 

JoannA 

November 

JoliB  Towne  Jim' 

*•  Am 

Deeember 

Aaron  Ratoy 

WUUam 

K 

11* 

Tohijah  Perkins 

Mary 

•t 

Jo«»h!i«  Conant 

"  Jehodin 

( t 

t  i 

Mark  liow 

**  Mark 

January 

1,  1786. 

Blcherd  Towoe 

"  Blcherd 

tt 

tt 

ThomM  Comiiitiigi 

**  Am 

4( 

ft 

Jacob  Peabody  Jm' 

"  Sarah 

Febnuvy 

u. 

Jonathan  Foster 

"  rh!k-mon 

<i 

!•» 

Thomas  Raker 

"  WilUam 

tt 

M. 

Natliau''  Moulton 

•*  Nathanu 

«( 

t* 

Sphnlm  WUdBt 

*«  IbomM 

lit 

Jiooib  ForUiM 

<*  JoMph 

M 

u. 

8am°  Perkins 

"  Sarah 

II 

Jonathan  Standlqr 

Abigail 

AprU 

t, 

John  Prichett 

**  Patience 

t* 

ao. 

Amos  Dorman 

**  Thomas 

tt 

tt 

AtfonHvbbud 

Mny 

H. 

Jieob  Boddlagton 

"  Eliphalet 

Jane 

11. 

Edward,  y*  son  of  John  &  Elisabeth  Emonon 

Joly 

16, 

Solomon  Ooold 

hii  Solomon 

11 

80, 

Luke  Arerell 

Moaea 

August 

13. 

BobeokaliSmlfh 

hor  Joihn 

t« 

tt 

TluMDiBDomiBa 

iilt  TkanM 

14 

«>. 

SamO  pntnam 

Elizabeth 

September  10, 

Jarnb  Dorrnnn 

"  Damaraa 

October 

•* 

John  Dwinell  Jun' 

Ruth 

i< 

IS. 

ThoniM  XdWMrdf 

•*  Bice 

<( 

», 

Jabw  Town 

Jaoob 

NoTonber  u, 

FhtaUMUi  BaddlngtoD 

"  nineu 

tt 

M. 

John  Aver  ell 

"  Abiel 

i« 

26. 

Jarob  Uoblnson 

'*  Elizabeth 

January 

7,  ITS9. 

Thuiuas  Cummiugs 

*♦  Lydla 

February 

i. 

SbonoMT  Cortlt 

«« 

(4 

liiMlOlnrk 

t« 

Ur 
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Thonuu  Howlstt 

bliThomaa 

MM 

Joseph  Perkins 

M 

18. 

Joseph  Kneland 

**  Mlri&m 

•« 

Daoiel  BeddiagtoD 

«•  Daniel 

tt 

HbUmh^  Foiter  June 

*<  llMJ 

«l 

JoMphFiMbodijr 

•«  jMOb 

ApfU 

a. 

Isaac  Town 

**  Ljdia 

4» 

Ellsba  Towne  Jun* 

'*  Joseph 

«< 

tt 

Israel  Towoe 

Moses 

May 

e, 

W«.  Perkins 

"  Elisabeth 

«« 

wUdi  WM  iMptlsadaft  liii  own  Hooie,  j* 


child  being  dangwronsly  sick. 


Dnn  riark 

his  Sam" 

June 

8, 

Natban^^  Hood  J  an' 

"  Esther 

ki 

John  Perkins  Jon' 

Timothy 

■« 

IT. 

Bobart  Parkliw 

«*  adm 

«i 

AanMiXtlej 

*•  Daald 

jQl7 

u. 

Jacob  Averell 

Mary 

AvgOfl 

8. 

Amos  Dorman 

Daniel 

« 

•t 

Joseph  Uerrlck  Jon' 

"  Gideon 

88. 

Ifark  How 

Nathan!^ 

September  16, 

Utivid  Citronilngs 

**  THIiabfith 

«« 

80. 

Nathan*^  Mooltou 

«  John 

Ootober 

baptized  by  M'.  Emerson  of  Maldmi* 

Thoina?^  Gould  Jun' 

his  Mary 

NoTomlDer  11, 

Thomas  Uwlnell  Juu' 

"  £lijah 

26, 

BMmd  TawM 

•<  IffMIMh 

Deeemtar  18, 

JobBOfptaMO  Jim' 

i»  flmmiiii 

•1 

88. 

John  Sampson  Joif 

•«  Robert 

6,  1740. 

Jonathan  Foster 

"  Apphla 

i» 

18. 

Nathan  Hood 

•*  Nathan 

•1 

i« 

Josbiui  Conant 

Feluti&h 

«• 

80. 

Sm^Smtth  Jos' 

'*  YaAtl 

10, 

DoNW,  J*  DaqgMer 

of  Jolm  and  XUaaMi 

Emerson 

Mnoh 

8. 

Joseph  Bnker 

his  Mcheiabel 

«t 

it 

Isaac  Towne 

*•  Eunice 

tt 

16, 

JomtiiMi  Tkflidwdl 

«•  lUltllA 

•1 

80. 

Jotepb  BonBta 

"  TTatlwiiaflJ 

April 

8. 

Jonathan  Stanlij 

«•  Mary 

«< 

80. 

Luke  Averell 

Isaac 

June 

8. 

Jonathan  Perkins 

Philemon 

tt 

15. 

Aaron  Uabbard 

u 

<i 

Angoft 

8. 
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Joeepli  Cortif ,  Jniiv  of  adalt  ags,  uA  Ida  diUd 


Solomon. 

AngoK 

10. 

Sum"  riowk'tt 

"  Miriam 

21, 

Thomas  Aiulrus  Jun' 

Darld 

September  li, 

Jacob  Duriimn 

"  Susannah 

*t 

n. 

Joseph  Hovegr 

"  Abigail 

It 

Jabes  Towne 

•«  sujah 

It 

tt 

JoMph  Cnmmlngt,  Jon' 

f  "  Nathan" 

tt 

Thomas  Domun 

**  Elizabeth 

October 

Dan  Clark 

"  Dan 

«< 

Joho  PerUna  Jim' 

"  Daniel 

November  16, 

Jacob  Dwlnell 

**  Xanel 

<t 

It 

Eleasw  Gould 

•*  Eleazer 

Jaanary 

4. 

Thomas  GoodhaU 

"  Joseph  &  1 

'  I  wins 

i« 

tt 

11  It 

"  Benjamin  J 

Jacob  Hobinson 

"  Zachous 

II 

M. 

Jacob  Fteldna 

**  Zebnkm 

<t 

M, 

Solomon  Gould 

Nalhanaal 

Tebrotvy 

1* 

Cornelius  Balch 

Mary 

Maicb 

16, 

Israel  Clark 

"  Samuel 

«t 

M. 

NatbAD^  Porter  Jun' 

'*  Phebe 

April 

i> 

Jacob  Feabodj  Jon' 

i« 

It 

BUaba  Towne  Jon' 

*'  BanhohMnaw 

«< 

It. 

Thomas  Cummioga 

*'  Thomaa 

14 

li 

Sam"  Cnrtls 

"  John 

t* 

It. 

Jost'pli  TerklnM 

Ilnhlah 

II 

It 

PhiUp  NeelauU  Juu' 

*•  David 

It 

ti 

John  Priobftrd 

<*  Prlacina 

It 

t«^ 

John  Marshall 

«*  BUsabeCh 

Uaj 

10, 

Nathan^:  H-xkI 

Abigail 

It 

M. 

Thniiias  I'.akcr 

"  Joseph 

<« 

81, 

John  Batchellcr 

"  Anna 

June 

14. 

MatfcHow 

•«  ehllamoa 

II 

tt. 

Thomaa  Bdwmrdi 

**  Rachd 

tt 

■« 

Aaron  Estey 

Esther 

jQlj 

6, 

Amos  Dorman 

*•  Daniel 

tt 

It, 

.John  l^alch 

"  Diivld 

ti 

t« 

6t«phen  Foster 

"  Stephen 

tt 

w, 

SamQCartis 

"  Floia 

tt 

It 

a  n^jTO  Mirant  child 

Simon  Gould               'his  Moses 

•< 

26. 

W"  I'.  rklns 

"  William 

Aogoat 

t. 

Joseph  Herrick  Jun' 

«<  William 

It 

•t 

Isaac  Towne 

«*  laaae 

tt 

u 
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De]>orah,  a  Negro  Bcrvaut  woman  beloDgiog  bo  August  9,1741. 

Jowph  Horrlek,  imd 
Xitluuriiie» «  M«gTO  senrant  maid  hdongfag  to    **  ** 

Joseph  Porter :  nnd 
Bnos,  a  child  son  of  said  Deborahs  and  her     "  •* 
husband  Sharper,  a  Negro  nan  servant  to 
SainP  Oott  of  Wonbim 


MM  HolAgtte 

biaAaa 

Oetobcr 

4» 

««  •( 

"  Hannah 

II 

Thomas  Dwinell  Jon' 

"  Ennlce 

II 

26, 

Joseph  Dorman 

"  Epbralm 

November  Ifi, 

Nathan  Hood 

"  Daniel 

•» 

(1 

John  Dodge 

»(  Soaiee 

«« 

12. 

AUgallt  7*  Danghtor  of  John  and  BUvboyi 

Emerson 

December 

20. 

Mical  HoVlirnto 

his  Mary 

Janiiiurv 

V  WU  lull  J 

24,  1748. 

Simon  Bratistreet  Jun' 

"  Heniy 

Vebrnarr 

14. 

Jacob  Sstey 

u 

18. 

David  Towne 

7. 

Thomas  Ooald  Jnn' 

•«  Mercy 

u 

SI. 

Thomas  Hewlett 

"  Ammimhamah 

tt 

<« 

Jonathan  Standley 

*♦  Sam" 

II 

(4 

John  Balch 

"  John 

April 

4, 

JonaCliaii  Foalor 

*'  Jemima 

(» 

Ebenezer  Curtla 

"  Stephen 

2», 

Jeremiah  Town© 

"  Elisabeth 

May 

16. 

Joseph  Curtice  Jun' 

*'  Rath 

«i 

■« 

Aaron  Hovej 

Stephen 

«< 

I* 

Bntli  Dodge 

Iter  Maiy 

f« 

gamii  Smith  Jon*' 

Ida  Soaanna 

It 

Seabrew,  a  Nc^ro  senrant  man  twioaglag  to 

Jvne 

to. 

Sam"  Pearky  and 

Dtnah,  a  negro  servant  child  belonging  to 

«« 

Thomaa  Howlefet 

Amoa  Hood,  of  adult  age 

14 

IT, 

John  Hood,  of  adidt  age 

«l 

44 

Bzeklel  Potter 

his  Thomas 

It 

44 

Jacob  Arerell 

PrlsciUa 

July 

4, 

Saui^  i'earley 

August 

16, 

Jaeob  Feabodj  Jun' 

•<  Jolm 

Oetober 

s, 

Bao^Fottor  JanF 

**  Jeremiah 

w. 

Titos,  a  >>uro  servant  ehUdlMlonglog to 

•« 

t< 

Snm"  I  'erkins 

Doctor  Hichard  Dexter  his  Kehetabel 

November 

X, 
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E]A&Z(>r  (roiilil 

his  Elisabeth 

November  14,  1742. 

u 

II 

ti. 
■■i 

II 

«i 

eg. 

^•i 

BAlHiLTnIn  Tnwiut  Jnn^ 

of  adult  age 

Jumenr 

ta  iTia. 

IV in  Rn<TAT« 

his  W™ 

a 

t( 

T  )n  n  i  a1 

4< 

<i 

«« 

Thomas 

<l 

tt 

Bildia 

Haarefa 

e. 

Jacob  Robinson 

II 

Dorothy 

M 

18. 

Elijah 

>  > 

20, 

Israel  Clark 

«< 

Bathsheba 

10 

CoroeUos  Balcb 

It 

Martiia 

tt 

tt 

▲brtliim  Hobte 

•< 

liue 

tt 

•4 

i< 

Behedkah 

u 

Thomas  Baker 

ti 

Surah 

tt 

M 

TlioTims  Svinonds 

41 

Ruth 

i« 

<( 

Solomou  Gould 

(« 

Lydia 

19 

Nathan"  Hood  Jon' 

II 

Sarah 

l« 

It 

SpiiratiD  WildM 

tt 

»Pl«*»*Uwlna 

II 

«l 

Blljah  i 

Mary  Uanill,  of  adalttige 

Angnat 

T, 

Joseph  Pcabody 

his  FrlacUla 

«( 

«. 

Ann  Wallis,  of  adult  age 

September 

4. 

Joshua  Oootnt 

hie  Jenuba 

•1 

11. 

BmiiI^  Potter  Jim* 

II 

«« 

Jcremlali  Towne 

<t 

Jeremiah 

i< 

w. 

Jonathan  Perkins 

(i 

Sarah 

t( 

26, 

Aaron  Hubbard 

11 

John 

October 

«, 

Baokiel  Potter 

•< 

Esekiel 

11 

II 

Bavld  Commlxiga 

14 

Jonathan 

II 

le, 

JohnBatcheller 

«l 

John 

30, 

11 

Huldah 

NoTember  1ft, 

Joseph  CiunraingB 

i« 

Abigail 

i< 

II 

Sam*^  Peariey 

II 

John 

II 

leaaeXowiie 

<« 

Aea 

Deoenber 

EUhn,  J*  mm  of  Jolm  and  Blinbeth  Bmenon 

i< 

Nathan  Hood 

II 

Mary 

Jiaaary 

8. 1744. 

John  Dod{?e 

it 

Abel 

II 

«i 

St^hen  Foster 

•* 

Nathanael 

II 

w. 

WtAHxm 

«< 

Hepsibah 

u 

Daniel  Blxl^ 

l( 

Blleabetfa 

II 

41 

Joaatbui  Btealey 

tt 

John 

Vehroary 

s. 

Eleazer  Gould 

<« 

Zaohene 

«i 

«. 

John  Sjmondi 

I* 

John 

II 
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8am^  Smith  Jan' 

his  Asahel 

Aaron  Hovey 

**  Hosea 

u 

Jolni  BndtttiMt 

•*  BUnbeth 

<( 

it 

David  Towne 

"  David 

u 

OK 

John  Balch 

Sam" 

«t 

«( 

Ibeac  Perkins 

"  Mary 

It 

tt 

JabesTovs 

**  AblgaU 

Avwtl 

ApIIl 

t 

*» 

IftoOl  Hol^gate 

Sarah 

tt 

1R 

Thomas  Gould  Jan' 

"  Dorcaa 

may 

John  Prichard 

John 

«« 

Zilpah,  a  Negro  Child  of  Sharper  and  Deborah 

his  wife,  Negro  Seiraoto 

(t 

(* 

Jaoob  peabody  Jim' 

hiaBanioe 

<t 

ar. 

Zilpab,  r  h!id  of  Sharper  and  Katfaarliie 

liis  Tvlfe,  Negro  Serrants 

1 1 

It 

W™  Rogers 

his  J)<^b(jr:i.h 

June 

3, 

Simon  Gould 

"  Hauuab 

tt 

10, 

and  after  pvibHck  Exerdae  went  to  y  Honae 

of  Thomas  Dwinell,  and  baptiaed  Rntb  y* 

it 

II 

child  of  T"  widow  Susanna  Dwinell,  y*  child 
not  being  able  to  be  brot  to  y  Meeting  House 
Divers  of  y*  chh :  were  present 


JohnLaVaTonr 

bis 

Mary 

II 

IT. 

ElAnalm  Wildes 

I* 

Mary 

i« 

a4. 

Thomas  Dwinell  Jnn' 

i< 

Jacob 

Jnly 

8, 

Joseph  Pfrkins 

It 

Joseph 

it 

22, 

Jacob  Dwioeli 

It 

Jacob 

August 

12. 

Jonalhaii  Foater 

II 

OUve 

II 

a6. 

John  Pierldna,  Third 

II 

Elizabeth 

•1 

II 

Thomas  Howlett 

II 

AUee 

September 

9, 

W"  Perkins 

It 

Oliver 

October 

21, 

Dan  Clark 

<• 

Dan 

November 

25, 

Matthew  Feabody 

ti 

Seth 

December 

2, 

Bpfaralm  BUmball  Jnn' 

•1 

Samo 

II 

VathaD°  Porter  Jnn' 

II 

Nathanu 

January 

6, 1746. 

Thomas  Symonds 

t( 

Anna 

<i 

II 

Joaeph  Cnrtia  Jon' 

tt 

41 

30, 

II  i< 

<t 

Mary  i 

Dnfid  Commlnga 

II 

Stephen 

tt 

ar. 

niaha  Towne  Jon' 

M 

Mert^ 

Pebraary 

ai. 

Simon  Brndstreet 

<t 

FhiUp 

March 

s. 

Simon  Erad  street  Jnn' 

It 

Ann 

April 

Jacob  rkins 

11 

Elisha 

II 

ComeUus  Balch 

It 

Joseph 

i« 

II 
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his  Jonaihaik 

April 

SI.  im. 

Hannah,  y  Danglifcer  of  JobnaadBllMlwtl 

1 

Emerson 

May 

Ml 

Neh<  'v.!-i'i  Abbot 

bis 

Elisabeth 

li 

t< 

Abraimm  Hobbs 

(1 

Jacob 

Jone 

16. 

M 

Sanli 

Jnly 

Jwendali  Tofwne 

«• 

Saaanna 

ti 

u. 

Join  BjiDondi 

•  i 

Mary 

«i 

«. 

John  Bftlch 

>< 

Robert 

14 

28. 

Israel  Clark 

(* 

Jacob 

August 

11. 

Ezeliiel  Potter 

«t 

Sarah 

September 

1. 

BmoB^  Howlott  Job' 

t4 

Sam^ 

M 

It 

Daniel  Bixby 

(« 

Ruth 

Octobear 

«. 

Sam"  IV-arloy 

t< 

Nathaniel 

11 

John  Li' Favour 

it 

Rachel 

It 

II 

Nathan^  Hood  Jun' 

It 

Sos&nua 

November 

3, 

Jolui  Berktm  Jim' 

ft 

Jelltto 

<i 

M. 

Joaatiuui  Sttnkj 

«« 

Joaaph 

0eoambar 

SI, 

John  Bradstreet 

it 

PrisclUa 

Jamiary 

1S,17M. 

Joseph  Cummings  Jon' 

«« 

Joseph 

ii 

19, 

Aaron  Estey 

(« 

Aaron 

February 

8, 

NatlUA  Hood 

■  • 

Joseph 

t( 

1*. 

BbtiMMr  Cnrttee 

*( 

Xphraim 

« 

ti 

Elisha  GnnuDtngs 

«( 

Mary 

II 

«i 

Solomon  Gould 

<l 

John 

1  i 

28. 

StPphrn  Foster 

ti 

Abigail 

March 

8. 

Kleazer  Gould 

l( 

John 

ti 

Th<NiMa  Rdwuda 

(« 

Sarah 

It 

•0. 

Kattum"  Low 

•  • 

SuNuna 

ti 

4t 

Elijah  Porter 

II 

Anna 

April 

20, 

Nathan"  Porter  J  on' 

t< 

Pheebe 

May 

18. 

Joseph  Perkins 

tt 

EUsha 

ti 

85, 

Tho*  Baker 

t€ 

Mary 

June 

8. 

The*  Ooald  Jon' 

U 

Benjamin 

ti 

ii 

Sliarper  a  Nefro  Ser- 

vant man 

tt 

Charles 

ti 

Ham"  Potter  Juu* 

ti 

Daniel 

it 

18, 

Eleazer  Lake  Jon^ 

«( 

Lydia 

July 

18. 

Jacob  I>wliw)l 

•« 

John 

ii 

S7. 

Simon  GoQld 

i« 

Jane 

Aogwt 

8. 

Aaron  Hovcy 

II 

S:irH]i 

<  1 

ii 

John  S.vmonda 

II 

Mary 

September 

7, 

DftTid  Town 

II 

Archelaua 

ti 

«• 

Joaai^  Cnmmingi 

it 

Sarah 

14. 
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Thomas  Dwinell  Jun' 

his  Sosanna 

September  14, 

Iinel  H«nlek 

**  JOM^ 

<t 

Isaac  PerUDB 

**  Jolm 

October 

5, 

Sam"  Fhippen 

•*  Mmtcj 

«i 

IS 

<*  ti 

"  Mary 

(« 

«t 

«<  It 

«  8am" 

14 

•< 

«  *t 

**  Joaepb 

it 

4* 

Dotofli^,  j*IHHi^itar  of  John  andXUi^  Cma 

■OB 

I< 

10. 

Isnac,  y*  son  of  — 

ond  Katharlnft  ht«  wifo 

Hc'JTO  Scrvjitits 

<t 

EphraiiQ  KimbaU  Jua' 

his  IlauD&h 

Q 
♦'I 

Jolm  BowdDuuk 

"  BUsftbetli 

u 

John  Firlobanl 

"  {twins 

December 

Lydia  I 

Ephrnim  Wilder 

Hepzibah 

w 

«« 

Robert  Smith 

«*  Elijah 

tt 

14 

JkMboft  Coimt 

"  Lot 

■« 

tt. 

Tliouuw  Bjmm^ 

"  Hftinifth 

•« 

t« 

Benja"  Blsby 

"  Bt  njiimUl 

Jaaottj 

John  Perkins  Third 

*•  Jolm 

Febmarr 

Joseph  Dornian 

'*  Al)lgaii 

tt 

tt. 

Coraelius  Batch 

**  Elizabeth 

<• 

44 

jMob  ATorell 

•*  AnoB 

Kureh 

SO. 

George  Starte 

•«  WlUiABk 

if 

44 

John  Balch 

TTannah 

tt 

it 

N»  hrniiah  Abbot 

Eleanor 

Aoril 

Duaici  Bixbj 

"  Mary 

«« 

It. 

Jolm  Lel^Toar 

"  Jolm 

«« 

15. 

whl6h  ivw  iMptlMd  At  hla  Hooio,  on  a  mek 

Day,  y*  dhild  beln^ 

Dangeroostj  tick,  4  es- 

pircd  soon  after  its  Baptism. 

Jabez  Towne 

liis  Ruth 

May 

Mathan^^  Averell  Jun' 

"  Nathan" 

u 

10. 

"Blcaiwr  CTmtioo 

*«  Lydl* 

tc 

IT, 

Zebnlun  WUdea 

MoUy 

41 

M» 

Micall  IToldgato 

PrlsclU* 

July 

8, 

Zcbulun  Wildes 

"  Tegrffy 

«t 

Anthony  Potter 

**  Susanna 

4( 

w. 

JoM^  Cmniiiinga  Jan 

r    *»  JOBsUm 

(4 

SO. 

JaeobFeiUBB 

*•  Abol 

Aqgoflt 

0. 

AlmluuDHottbt 

'*  JOMI»]l 

4< 

00, 

8 
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Rebeckah  and  Ceeaar  two  Negro  Servant 
cbUdren  belonging  lo  Sam*  Fokliis,  wImm 
wife*  Member  of  J*  chh:  Sngeged  for 


vU  t  aU  A^U* 

August 

80,  IT4T. 

JtVll^iiC*        (.t  1 1  i  1  il  1  li  £^  o 

hifi  John 

September  18, 

W*°  Cou&tit. 

IT       •    V/  V  aj.<a  U  w 

•<  Wm, 

11 

*<  Snftli 

WHIll 

TJjL.innlLxi 

ft. 

*( 

15. 

<•  Sarah 

TWw'winlmi 

U. 

gxoii  uc»u 

t* 

M 

.TfiA^nh  Ann  nf  .Tohn  A. 

RlizAh^th  KmAPAon 

•  t 

hia  MathanK 

(1 

M 

(• 

10. 

"  Jedidiah 

Fpiirnary 

7, 

* «  .Tn>)  n 

M \ ' 11 II 

March 

27, 

Af  Hun  1  I^'w^^i 

April 

3. 

It 

■« 

II 

tT, 

gm  IV^  11  (I  i  vt   V'  (  >  It  M  I 

d<  John 

May 

t. 

v cav^/»  aai^aa 

**  Mph#>tfiH<*l 

(i 

Sharper  a  Negro  mrv^ 

"  Charles 

June 

Saih*^  Potter 

*'  Pmdanoe 

July 

IT. 

JaoobDreMw 

*>  Molly 

ti 

»1. 

Ellczcr  Gould 

Huldah 

Angoat 

T. 

Sain^>  Hewlett  Jon' 

"  Elizabeth 

i« 

«, 

Aaron  Estey 

WllUam 

28, 

Nathan^  Porter  Juu' 

AbigaU 

September  2a, 

BobwtSmlfb 

"  EUaha 

October 

John  Prlcherd 

*•  Maiy 

14 

Jeremiah  ToAvne 

NeheTnlah 

28, 

John  Boanlinan 

John 

November 

6, 

John  Perkins  Third 

•<  Daniel 

•< 

». 

Mtcil  GoibeB 

'*  Mary 

». 

But  7*  ChJld  WW  bAptlMd  upon  eoooni 

it 

of  EUezer  Lake  &  tale  irlfe,  J*  grand  Faienti, 

who  took  it  aa  j'owii. 

Joseph  Hovey 

his  Josepb 

It 

James  Andrews 

Johji 

«( 

tr. 

OeoigeStarte 

**  George 

Deeember 

IS. 

Stephen  Gould 

**  Stepban 

(f 

John  Brad  street 

•« 

Cornelias  Balch 

"  Coroeliaa 

M 

« 
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Joshua  Towne  JuBF 

his  Sarah 

ppcembcr,  18,  1748, 

Ebeuezer  Averell 

Buth 

January 

1,  1749. 

Elijah  Porter 

"  Bettey 

•4 

tt. 

JolmFtrtdni  Jan' 

**  BstlMr 

l( 

ElUha  Camiulags 

"  Andrew 

u> 

Tlio'  Foster 

Elijah 

Ifurdk 

»» 

Tho"  Syinoiiils 

"  Jacob 

AprU 

M* 

Kichard  Gould 

**  Snsanna 

II 

II 

<*  DoroM 

<i 

M> 

Tbo^  Gonld  Jup 

**  Untf 

Hay 

T, 

Bplinlm  Wildes 

**  Huinah 

I* 

Tho»  Pearly 

*•  Enoch 

44 

Sit 

David  Town 

*•  Joseph 

44 

EUezer^ake  Jan' 

•«  Lydia 

44 

Simon  Goold 

**  lauff 

44 

S8* 

Cap'  Tho*  Baker 

"  Jonathan 

July 

1. 

Joseph  Cmninlogi 

"  Martha 

44 

44 

Joshua  i'.alch 

*'  Joshua 

44 

44 

ZachuriiUi  DwlneU 

*'  Betty 

44 

44 

Stephen  Vo«t«r 

**  JMOb 

41 

•0, 

W>*OonnBt 

"  KUsabeth 

44 

Tho»  DwineU 

"  Stephen 

August 

6. 

Darid  Cnmmlnga 

"  Daniel 

», 

John  Le  Jb'avour 

**  Annah 

<( 

44 

Mkal  Holdgate 

"  Mary 

a< 

14 

JneobBoUaaon 

(•  Snrali 

4t 

17. 

Nehemlah  Abbot 

"  John 

i4 

F|  lir;nm  KlmbAll  Jvtt' 

•*  Ezra 

41 

Eliei  -  r  Gotild 

"  Elizabeth 

24, 

John  Gould 

"  John 

October 

8f 

•<  BllHbetli 

If 

SB, 

Jobn  Symondfl 

**  JTOMpll 

M 

»i 

John  Hale 

'*  Elizabetli 

November 

12. 

Ahner  HhIp 

«•  David 

Daoamber 

i* 

Joseph  Fcrkins  Jun' 

"  Jonathan 

44 

Abraham  Hobbs 

Benjamin 

4* 

81. 

Jonaduui  Stnnlj 

JoMph 

January 

f6, 17S0. 

Stephen  Oould 

"  ITannah 

February 

11, 

Eleazer  Curtl;^ 

"  Sarah 

K!pH7pr  Killam 

"  Sarah 

4« 

Jal^cz  Town 

"  Susanna 

April 

1, 

HatktnRood 

44 

ss. 

Snn^Phlpi^ 

M  Mebttabd 

4* 

14 

Joieph  Curtis 

"  Pheebe 

u 

Willow  0<niant 

her  Joahoa 

<i 

«i 

by  Google 
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Zebnlan  Wildes  his  Zebolaa 

John  Baker  "  Mary 

Ilitbai^AT«nll,  Jun'    **  Wfmnftli 
JaiUM  Andrews  "  Sam" 

JoMepli  «mof  John  and  Elizabeth  Bmeraon 
Stephen  hmery  his  John 

Jotihua  Balcli  "  Archelaus 

j«  ordlaaiice  admlnlslmd  inrlTitaly  j*  eUld 

being  Judged  dangerooalj  sick- 


May 
Jone 


September 
October 


Tamar,  a  negro  Servant  child  belon^ug  to  Eli- 
jah Porter,  who  Engaged  to  bring  tt  up  In  y" 
Ctarlatlan  SellgloB 

David  Cammlngs  Jan'  his  Ebeneier 

Thomas  I>v.incU  "  Thomns 

David  Cummiugs  Jon'    "  Elizabeth 


27,  1760. 

<< 
9, 


I^IUILJII.  \i     1  VciijiJtMW 

his 

Deborah 

•louu  X  ricueru 

It 

Uuldah 

(• 

t( 

1711  loll  Vna*ar> 

«« 

Elizabeth 

M 

M 

tPuwiiH)  avwhq  vim 

u 

JmmIi 

ML 

«iwiMV  varaa  «piui* 

*t 

•IcreuiUUl  XOWui; 

ti 

William 

KWfwVmmJ 

iJOIili  X  trrKinh  JUil 

(< 

Mary 

•4 

«< 

t< 

Kicheid 

(« 

10 

«iAcou  x/wiueu 

(« 

Both 

(4 

17 

t< 

Jtieob 

u 

<i 

George  Starte 

4t 

John 

44 

John  Hood 

*  f 

Kicherd 

March 

3, 

Joseph  Bvmonds  Jon' 

«• 

Mebetabel 

t4 

B«Aj»  iiayly 

«t 

Elizabeth 

<« 

4< 

Dialttl  Biz^ 

41 

Daniel 

April 

SI. 

Jobn  Boaidjnw 

(1 

MAiy 

It 

Elisha  Cummlngs 

(( 

Isaac 

•t 

M 

Thomas  Foster 

«• 

Allen 

<( 

(< 

Eiyah  Porttir 

<l 

Thomas 

May 

Widow  Buzzell,  her  two 

1  children 

Ruth 

«• 

M, 

Jolin 

<« 

John  <■^•l:^! 

his  Benj» 

19, 

Robert  Sruith 

11 

Thomas 

June 

y. 

John  Bradalreet 

<• 

Mehetabel 

»f 

The*  Baker 

•« 

David 

•• 

JoMph  Ciuiiiiiiigi  Jon' 

<i 

1* 

l< 

Tho'  Gould  Jun' 

tt 

Andr«w 

July 

14. 

Benj'"  Hixby 

(1 

Anne 

(i 

4t 

U  44 

«  21, 

28, 

Saptember  22, 
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uenj"  v>  oouDury 

WW  DOT 

ajirou  uovey 

ximqan 

«t 

**  'liifelMVl 
JMrDVCV 

Hot* 

g 

EUezer  Lake  Jun' 

•*  EUezar 

If 

41 

Joseph  Hale  S*" 

*•  Sarah 

(• 

17. 

Jonathan  Statiky 

**  Hauoali 

Deoember 

8, 

Sbenezer  Arerell 

**  Sbenezer 

It 

22, 

AlmAttt  HobbB 

"  DftfM 

Jaimuj 

11,  ITSi. 

DftfUITowm 

<•  ArcbeibMBi 

•« 

•« 

Amos  Wildes 

'*  Mary 

Februaay 

Nathan  Hood 

"  Meh«'tnhel 

Mvrob 

Widow  Lucy  Perkins 

her  ELisha 

II 

II 

Stephen  Oonld 

his  SUJah 

April 

J«iiqy»  a  H«gio  Senrant  Child  bdongliig  to  j* 

widow  Lucy  Perkins,  who  publickly  and  sol- 


emnly Enijraged  to  bring  n]»      child  in  j* 


Christian  Kellgion 

May 

91 

Johu  Fricherd 

bin  Eunice 

June 

7 

AbMrHUe 

M  Amea 

II 

<i 

Stukosi  Qoold 

**  Hnldah 

II 

u. 

John  Lampson  9* 

'«  Anna 

It 

II 

Nathan^^  Low 

"  Amos 

t( 

SB. 

Tho'  Symonds 

**  Hepsibah 

July 

Kattumi^  SmiUi 

Anna 

<i 

« 

David  Commtngs 

**  Arcbelann 

« 

John  Baker 

"  PrlsoUla 

Joseph  Curtis 

Lydia 

Aognat 

The  Baker  Jon' 

Tho» 

<i 

80. 

Asa  Fearley 

l>aniel 

October 

1. 

Jamas  Andrew 

BoMrt 

«i 

». 

Jaoob  GonU 

Jacob 

41 

•« 

Joseph  Syrnonda  Jnn' 

Sam" 

l< 

22. 

W"*  oyles 

Lydia 

1  i 

it 

Joseph  Browne 

M  Sam>i 

liuY  ember 

6, 

Samii'TowBa  Jon' 

**  Thonia 

II 

19. 

Joieplft  Oonld  Jim' 

««  xuaabefeh 

DeoenilMHP 

10, 

Elieaer  Oocdd 

R*'h(>kah 

Jaanary 

T, 

Samson,  «  Negro  Serv* 

man  beiongiiig  to  Doct^ 

Dexter,  ■vvas  baptized 

«c 

•I. 

John  Cre^d,  of  adult  age 

«« 

S8, 

John  Boardman 

•*  Daniel 

Vebfnaiy 

i. 

Tb&  Moore 

«»  Mary 

i« 

•I 

Tho«  Perkins  Jon' 

Ell^hM 

II 

11. 

John  Creed 

**  Joacith 

I* 

•c 

■ 


BAFIDMAL  BK 

X>BMOFTHB 

1  GBinoB  nr  m 

Cftp^  Tho*  Baker 

his  li'  1  ickah 

18 

Israel  Arerell 

"  l!<uuice 

2i 

Jolm  Bnditreet 

'*  Holdall 

« 

John  Pmbodj 

"  Imej 

Aiwil 

Lydla  Dwlnell,  of  aiAiilt  age 

•t 

li. 

Tho»  Foster 

his  Abigail 

tt 

John  Clarke 

'*  Hannah 

■« 

DftvldBefltlBi 

'*  Ban 

4t 

«* 

Jkwbiu  Towne  Job' 

Jjoef 

Maj 

Benj'"  Bixby 

"  Sarah 

Benj'"  Woodbury 

"  Daniel 

«c 

Eleazer  Curtis 

"  Betty 

Jqm 

• 

Cornelius  Waldo,  sod  of  Johu  &.  EUzabeiU 

¥r«»i  ■  1 1  «a 

JaeobCartlii 

hli  Jooob 

M 

lA 

Joseph  Pprklm 

•*  Jacob 

«i 

.larot)  Gould 

Rlcheid 

t« 

ti 

Joaatli&u  Towue 

'<  Jonathan 

II 

M 

Amw  WUdw 

July 

», 

Tho^  Qottid 

'*  KaChaiiB 

•< 

». 

meal  Holdgate 

*•  Sarah 

Amgoat 

«. 

Bbener-er  Killem 

"  Nathan^ 

I< 

Tho*  Kdwards 

**  Abraham 

•  • 

IS, 

Joseph  Edwards 

«  Andrew 

tt 

«« 

**  jHm 

l« 

Si. 

Sam<^  Fhippen 

"  Sarah 

Septflnbaip  16* 

Jonathan  Foster 

*'  JonathM 

it 

ss» 

Joseph  Cummiogs  Jun*^ 

Mary 

$t 

II 

Bobert  Perkins 

"  Ruth 

October 

7. 

ZdmlttiiVlldet 

**  ll«rej 

»• 

li. 

Tho*  Dwinell 

4. 

Bartholomew  Dwlnell 

Hannah 

«• 

John  Perkins  Jun» 

Elizabeth 

It 

18. 

David  Pricherd 

DoUy 

•< 

Nathan"  Smith 

**  Jacob 

December 

2. 

Dmooh  DMit«l<ioiiM 

"  Daatol 

f« 

s. 

Thomas  Perklni 

**  Thomas 

«< 

«t 

Joseph  Gould 

"  Joseph 

<t 

Daiu«'l  Lake 

"  Daniel 

Jammry 

27, : 

lUchard  Marshall 

**  Jemima 

February 

17. 

Jolm  QooUl 

**  Bsthtt 

17. 

metfl  Holdgate 

"  Hamish 

I* 

Stephen  Oould 

*<  StoplMB 

»• 

S4, 

fUlip  MoslMd  Jim' 

**  Asm 

f« 

»1. 
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Abraham  Hobbs 

his 

Jonathn 

Much 

81, 1764. 

John  !?r:if1?!trf'ot 

<« 

Huldah 

April 

u. 

John  Le  Favour 

(t 

Thomas 

u 

«t 

Aatod  Hovej 

It 

Tho» 

u 

S8, 

DtTld  Towm 

H 

Xonioe 

MAy 

Joseph  HilsS* 

M^ 

•« 

26, 

Elljnh  Porter 

<  I 

Jqm 

9, 

Katliau  Hood 

ii 

Susanna 

«* 

28, 

John  Laropson  3*^ 

%* 

Elizabeth 

Jnly 

7, 

JOMpb  SjmcMMli  Jon' 

U 

Joseph 

AogDit 

11, 

(■ 

PlioelM 

», 

Sarali,  wife  of  Luis  Andrews,  baptized  LORDS 

Day  Kvcninff  in  bor  own 

House  at 

her  re- 

peated  Heqiiest,  She  appeariugon  y* 

Brink  of 

Eternity  and  giving  Clirii^lian  Satisfaction 

September  15, 

IPIflifi.  Cmmiiliigf 

« 

Jacob  Curtice 

(( 

Stephen 

<i 

El'oTcr  Lake  Jtitt' 

<i 

Sarah 

Odober 

6, 

NatiiHu'^  Low 

4« 

Molly 

18. 

Edmund  Putnam 

<« 

Israel 

Nov" 

17. 

ThoiDM  Moor 

M 

AUgidl 

Deoembei 

JciiBHale 

If 

MehotalMl 

9, 17M. 

Jacob  Gonld 

«t 

II 

tl 

DavJd  Balch  Jun» 

(t 

It 

Amos  WUdes 

tl 

Amos 

•t 

t« 

Mooes  Perkins 

(i 

Moses 

«( 

ft 

]>c>  Dialcil  Oould 

*C 

XUilw 

i( 

Asa  Feartey 

f< 

Bmof 

«i 

tt 

John  Crcc 

1 1 

tc 

W"  Stick ney 

<i 

Eunice 

March 

2-, 

8am"  Towne  Jun' 

<• 

Bicherd 

«i 

16. 

JOMpb  Magery 

«• 

Sanh 

(1 

it 

(alooMi^oiT) 

Jeremiah'Oallop,  of  tdnlt  age 

«< 

1 1 

Tho»  Foster 

his  Ebenezer 

AprU 

6, 

John  Clark 

ti 

Mary 

(« 

IS. 

Jonathan  Foster 

«» 

Moses 

<« 

CI 

BbeMMT  AtonU 

u 

Darld 

it 

•i 

Eli  Towne 

it 

EUzabtCh 

It 

20. 

NathRii''  Smith 

1 1 

Miriam 

<i 

27, 

Benjamin  Woodbury 

tl 

Aaron 

May 

4, 

Paul  Fricherd 

«1 

Amos 

CI 

11, 

«<  i« 

« 

JoMuiah 

tt 

tc 

It 

ct 

DwdtlBlMk  AMfiil 
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W"  Baptisms  (prweedinff  three)  w-  administered 

in  Boxfurd  Meeting  Uoui^e  1*'  Cbli : 
Botwrt  Pwldiui 
Jo80ph  Towat  Jm' 
Benj"*  Baylcy 
James  AodrewH 
Thomas  Baker  Jan' 
Iwnti  Horrtcik 
AidMlMS  DwIboQ 
Peter  Boblmon 

£benezer  Ktllem 
Enoch  Perkins 
iMMFttrklna 
Tho»  Perkins,  Jun' 


George  Dwindles  Child,  npOB  j*  MOOailt  of 

his  grand  Tarents 

September  26, 

i>am'>  Phippen             his  Bath 

November 

Joseph  Canmiliift  Jon*  '*  Jonathni 

i( 

<i 

Slmoii  Ooold             •*  SlmoB 

i« 

Ml 

Israel  Davis                 "  Hannah 

<• 

23, 

John  Le  Favour             "  LydiA 

Deotfnber 

7. 

David  I'richerd             *•  Ell 

<« 

(« 

Tbo*  Perkins              '*  wmiam 

t< 

w, 

Bartholomew  DwineU    **  Idcml 

ft 

<« 

Cap' Tluf  Baker           "  Martha 

li 

William  Gallop,  of  adult  age  and  OaUop'a 

4t 

«< 

Children,  viz,  Susanna 

<  i 

<i 

Bebekah 

«i 

** 

BaiNtfbali 

«l 

i« 

WUUam 

u 

•« 

Mary 

1 1 

ti 

Love 

(1 

Sam"  Taplejr  and  Abiel  his  wife,  and  Sam"  their 

yonngeatSoa 

•4 

John  Baker              hie  John 

Jannaiy 

TiTDothy  Dorman          '*  Bonloe 

«« 

«i 

Huldah  Tapley  \ 

Alexander  Tapley  y  of  adolt  age 

it 

Hannah  Marstin  ) 

Sltjah  Forler            hSe  Dovothj 

n. 

laaaoFerklae             *'  Iiaao 

ti 

41 

Thn*  Andrew                 *'  Tncv 

•  « 

18. 

Joe^hOonld              "  Daniel 

*« 

OM 

ipnm 

«< 

Deborah 

44 

(( 

Mary 

11 

t( 

1  ( 

James 

44 

Sarah 

•  1 

4* 

«< 

BUa^heth 

•4 

44 

44 

Arefafllaiie 

44 

X 

Sarah 

44 

ii 

<{ 

John 

ii 

i  i 

<t 

Hannah 

Jolj 

13, 

«i 

Johu 

44 

20, 

4« 

Robert 

44 

17, 

t< 

8anh 

Aegoat 

•4. 
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of  Adult  age 


Jabez  Towne  Jon'         Ills  Lydla 
Maiy  Cree 
Sarali  Cree 
Fhebee  Towne 
Alice,  an  Indian  womao. 
Ellezer  Curtis  Jun' 
one  week  Day  &  in  a  private  Hooae,  be  being 

sick. 

John  Bradafreet         bia  Sarab 


Jamuoj  16,  1756. 


If 


•I 


JO, 


February 


Fmdenee  Towne  i 

Anna  Towne  &  V 

of  adolt  age 

(1 

Francis  Towne  > 

John  Boardman 

his  £unice 

February  8^ 

BeDj»  Blxby 

*•  Dudley 

31V, 

W".  Gallop 

**  Elizabeth 

SUUvD 

• 

Molly  Hood,  a  child,  upon  Joseph  Hovey  & 

wifes  account,  who  engaged  to  bring 

her  np  in  y«  christian  Religion. 

iuarcii 

eft 

Archelaus  Dwinell 

his  Amos 

II 

ArobelaiiaBea 

"  John 

Anvtl 

4 

**  Archclana 

41 

Jonathan  Towne 

Bather 

«( 

II 

Richeril  Tree  a 

John  Bac  k        >■  of  adult  age 

i| 

11. 

Iflcal  Holdgate  i 

Joabna  Towne  Jnn' 

hta  Joahva 

tl 

« 

Tho«  Perkins  3* 

"  Archelana 

<( 

(i 

Dnvld  Balch  Jim' 

"  Israel 

it 

Francis  Satcbell 

♦»  John 

tt 

41 

Jobn  Gonld 

Bliaabetb 

May 

9. 

Stephen  Ooold 

**  Aboer 

(t 

14 

Abrah  im  Hobba 

"  Elijah 

tl 

16, 

David  Peikins 

"  David 

<< 

It 

Israel  Averell 

Israel 

June 

18. 

Jacob  Curtice 

*■  Lemuel 

ti 

»7, 

Arcbelana  Kea 

"  Caleb 

i« 

BUezer  Gonld 

Bezaleel 

jQlj 

11. 

Joseph  Hale  S** 

*•  Joseph 

(t 

II 

Rlcherd  Marshall 

"  Nathan" 

If 

18. 

Moses  Perkins 

*•  EUjah 

i« 

86. 

Moses  Pearley 

Saiah 

Angnat 

I. 

at  Bowley  2*  Cbb. 

Bnocb  Perkins 

'«  Rebeekah 

II 

II 

by  m'.  Chanler  at  Topsflcld. 

Stephen  Perkins 

his  Dorothy 

If 
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BtophcB  TtaklBM 

his  Uavy 

Angost 

u> 

Jacob  FerldllS 

•«  Bachel 

September  5, 

Isaac  Estey 

S^'^pb^n 

12. 

Aaron  IK)Vpy 

««  Ivory 

t« 

Jacob  Wiides 

"  Lydia 

44 

44 

Aboer  Hate 

**  La^ 

Ootobor 

8, 

jMObDWllMU 

**  Bath 

14 

IT, 

John  Lampson  9^ 

•«  John 

II 

i« 

Daniel  Lake 

**  Euos 

ti 

«1, 

Tho*  Moor 

*'  IfuniTfth 

44 

•  4 

Jobn  Farktns  Jan' 

«■  John 

Bleberd  Cree 

*«  Boboeknh 

44 

14 

Joseph  Hale  Jun' 

"  Snsannn 

Deoamba 

Stephen  Symondfi 

"  Mary 

«4 

44 

Widow  Abigail  Edward 

ft  her  Mehetabel 

41 

»l 

BUeser  Lake  Jan' 

hli  Bobert 

1. 

Haduuin  Smllli 

"  NnUMs" 

44 

». 

Jacob  Goald 

"  EUzaboth 

it 

41 

Jonathan  Foster 

"  Dorras 

16. 

Solomon  Gould 

David 

February 

Cap'  Israel  Herrick 

"  Mary 

March 

6, 

Widow  BmilM  (f)  I>wl 

nell 

her  Susanna 

i> 

20, 

Daniel  Kiml)aU 

his  NatlianU 

Aprfl 

10. 

Joseph  Majory 

<i 

M. 

Ebenezer  Averell 

"  EUjah 

May 

John  JjewFavonr 

•*  Amot 

JlUIB 

Paul  Fricherd 

»♦  Pearloj 

44 

»» 

Betia  Bacon 

**  Sqmuuui 

17, 

baptized  at  Boxford. 

Decon  Daniel  Gould 

*'  Lucy 

il 

31. 

AmM  WUdM 

**  Am 

44 

44 

John  Cnt 

**  BUnhoth 

44 

4i 

(above  thrao)  }>f  in'. 

Chanler  W  hoptUed. 

Will'"  Oils 

his  Lydla 

AqgoBt 

7. 

Robert  Perkins 

"  Lydia 

44 

i« 

Benj""  Bayley 

**  Suaanna 

44 

u. 

Wfl^Hood 

*'  AnuM 

44 

»1, 

Jacob  Kimball 

"  Benj" 

«i 

■  4 

BenJ«  Woodbnry 

"  John 

It 

28, 

Bartholomew  Dwinell 

"  Snrah 

Septsmb' 

Jabez  Tuwne  Juu' 

'•  Moses 

•  4 

a. 

MIohMl  dntte 

"  Josoph 

44 
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Jngepb  Knight 

his  John 

October 

1767. 

i'&ul  Averell 

"  Joseph 

«• 

M 

jMtph  HvteUnsoii 

"  Joseph 

SI 

14 

BliiMlqrFMbod{7 

Btmslcr 

44 

Amos  Curtis 

"  Rachel 

44 

Daniel  Poabody 

"  Dorothy 

ft 

<« 

baptized  ut  Middletou 

(^above  .six) 

Tho*  Perkins 

his  Jemima 

t« 

'*  Inael 

«t 

John  Peabodj 

**  Hannah 

«« 

44 

John  Hood 

"  Eunice 

u 

John  Grant 

Prudence 

It 

it 

Timothy  Dormau 

Timothy 

«t 

Hannah 

Kovambai 

JoMphOovId 

"  Fitaellla 

•f 

Tho»  KlmbaU 

"  Huldah 

December 

Jospfih  Cnmlngt  Job' 

"  Hannah 

January 

8.  176a. 

Simon  Ooald 

Elijah 

March 

Stnh  Daughter  of  Jolm  and  EliiabeUi 

BlMfMlla 

Pelatiah  Cammtiict 

his  Pelatlah 

•< 

44 

Nathan"  Low 

"  Molly 

«( 

26, 

John  Bradstreet 

"  Lucy 

AprU 

«, 

Stephen  Gooki 

"  Eunice 

it 

14 

Hsfhaiitt  Smith 

*•  Bafh 

tl 

Mo^etFerUaa 

Tho* 

*« 

1* 

Ellezer  Gonld 

Jedldlah 

«( 

l«. 

Jonathap  Towne 

"  Amos 

li 

90, 

Juuatxiuii  iiixbj 

David 

May 

17, 

Baptbwd  on  a  -wwk  Day  m  y  3<  Pluryili  In 

Bozfofd  In  nPHvate  Hoote^  y*  diUd  being 

sick.   Also  baptized. 

Stephen  Kmery 

his  Bettj 

<i 

4( 

gd  Emery  going  In  to  y*  War. 

BaaP^mpptn 

Ua  JonaHhaa^tifali 

JasMS  AndMm 

Amaia 

41 

«». 

Stephen  Symoods 

"  Martha 

Jnne 

4. 

Benjn*  Blxby 

"  Enos 

« 

11. 

John  Baker 

*♦  Moses 

•t 

M, 

Jacob  Dwinell 

AblgaU 

July 

9. 

Xlio'Dwlatfl 

*'  Hftfwifth 

«« 

II 

AnbdamBea 

•*  Mary 

August 

20. 

Isaac  Est^y 

Abigail 

Septembar  10, 

John  Lainpson  'i'^ 

"  Abigail 

it 

IT, 

Jo«eph  Uale  '6^ 

"  Hauuah 

October 

8, 

28  BAFnSMAL  UOOEDB  OF  THK  O&VBGO.  IN  XOf8FX£LD. 


Betiia  Bacon 

his  MoUy 

8.  1758. 

Dutel  KlmbaU 

««  John 

«• 

**t 

Stflplim  Peiltbw 

HotIx 

JiiVT 

IS. 

Puller 

i<  John 

*( 

baptized  at  Idld^eton. 

Jacob  Kimball 

«*  Mebctabel 

Deoemb' 

3. 

Tho*  Moor 

<•  BUxabelii 

«< 

<t 

Tho*  GonUI  Jon' 

<i  DOSCM 

<• 

Widow  MarOttDwInell  her  Jonatluui 

<  t 

10 

1  V  } 

Gallop 

h'H  Amos 

24, 

Amos  Wildes 

"  Dudley 

7  1759. 

David  Balcb  Juu' 

«  xho» 

Mm  vi#a  Moa  J 

4. 

Tho"  KlmbaU 

"  Sanli 

*^ 

«« 

Zebalan  Wildes 

Ezra 

Deacon  Daniel  QonU 

«•  Sam" 

« 

11. 

John  Peabody 

«•  Mehetabel 

It 

Tho*  Baker  Jon' 

«  OUve 

April 

1. 

John  Le—Fayoor 

"  Bntik 

i« 

a 

Jacob  Ctoald 

"  Bdna 

«< 

u 

8am'^  Cummings 

"  Sarah 

(1 

IS. 

Abraham  Hobbs 

♦*  Susanna 

it 

ss. 

Darld  Perkins 

Mercy 

(( 

«( 

Jamea  Burch 

"  Jedldlah 

May 

6. 

Solomon  Ckrald 

*•  Bnth 

t< 

IS. 

JoMpli  Cmniiiiagt  Jim' 

**  Heiwtibel 

*« 

•1 

Abner  Cnrtis 

"  Abner 

<i 

so. 

baptized  at  Boxford  chh. 

Tho»  Perkins 

his  Kebcckah 

Jane 

8 

y  iMt  Child  baptized  in  y«  old  Mettiog  House. 

XUJah  Biadstraet 

hlsEUzabeth 

<i 

Eliezer  Gonld 

"  Aholiab 

Jnly 

16. 

baptl/fxl  \n  Private  j«  Child  ^prehended  to 

be  (iau^eruiisly  111. 

Saui^'  Towne  Jon' 

his  Enos 

August 

w, 

JOMphQoQld 

"  flanh 

•< 

M. 

John  Cree 

**  Comeliaa 

Septem^ 

16. 

Daniel  Lake 

Henry 

28, 

W»«  Hootl 

•*  Lydia 

October 

21, 

Benj"  Bixby 

«*  Aaa 

November  25, 

JoMph  Magory 

"  HaiiDfllk 

«t 

"  Hehetahel 

SecanklMr  S8» 

Joseph  Andrew 

"  Hepslbah 

January 

13,  1760. 

Bartholomew  BwfneU 

*•  Lucy 

John  Hood 

John 

March 

a. 
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Tho*  Foster 

bis  Mehetabel 

9 
*> 

BItonr  Lake  Jm' 

**  MdMfeabel 

«i 

 Smltli 

**  Unj 

Anvil 

baptized  at  Rowley,  2*  Parrish. 

his  Lydia 

«t 

IS 

Jacob  Pcrkiiis  Jan' 

Daniel 

«« 

on 

Pelatiah  Cnmmings 

"  Lydia 

41 

27 

Tbo^  FerUiis 

Moaes 

John  Lnmpson  M 

AblgaO 

(1 

11. 

Robert  Perkins 

"  Robert 

Juno 

1. 

Jewett 

"  Samii 

«• 

a. 

Baoiel  AyereU 

*•  Sarah 

(• 

Amos  Fterklos 

«*  Eaaia 

Aogost 

t. 

JoMph  LjstU  (?) 

«  Joaapli 

«» 

10. 

Enoch  Perkins 

"  Enoch 

It 

«f 

John  Bradstreet 

Eunice 

fi 

w. 

Isaac  Estey, 

**  Hannah 

«» 

«t 

baptized  hs  M'  Holyoak  (above  two) 

D«Tld  KeniMT 

his  DOTlKi 

8«pteinberS8, 

IwptUedtttlltddtotoi 

1. 

John  T.o-"Favonr 

««  w™ 

»< 

14 

baptized  nt  TopslieUl 

by  M'  Smilli. 

Tbo»  Howlett 

his  Sarah 

October 

12, 

Mdly  Hoopi^,  of  adult  age,  opon  owing  y* 

». 

Caw*  was  baptized :  also  a 

Negro  Serv*  Child,  named  Dinah,  y*  Master 

«t 

and  Mistress  Engaging  toiustroct  a'chlid  in 

y«  Christian  Bellgiou. 

Bichaxd  Crae 

Us  Stephen 

DeoenUier  88, 

Deacon  Danid.  Gould 

Ljdlo 

Janoaty 

n. 

Jeremiah  JMtgfi 

"  Abigail 

Vabir 

1. 

Joseph  Towne 

«'  Elizjibeth 

«i 

Jacob  Gould 

'*  Susanna 

«« 

41 

Jacob  Kimball 

**  Jacob 

«i 

41 

Tbo^Moora 

»  Ldls 

Marali 

1. 

Dan"  Lake 

Jonatluui 

•* 

Joseph  Oonl  i 

"  Mary 

29. 

Tho9  Buker  .l  i.iv 

Mary 

April 

David  Baich  Juu" 

"  Tho» 

*t 

14 

M MOB  Perkiaa 

Danld 

«« 

44 

boptlsed  bj  m'  Holyoalc  (above  thite) 

Oeesar,  a  Negro Serrant  Child,  iH  longlaf  to 

•t 

Sam"^  Cammings:  >" 

Master     Mistress  en- 

gaging  to  instruct  and  bring  np  j*  obM  for 
GOD. 
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Tno*  Gould  Jua' 

his  Anna 

May 

17,  1761. 

John  Jacobs 

*•  Mary 

Jane 

u» 

Tbo*  Dwlnell 

"  Mo^y 

July 

Jvfi  Ffuer 

"  Bliinbetii 

Angnst 

16, 

baptized  at  Byfleld. 

Joseph  Cnmmlngs 

"  Elijah 

Septemb' 

27, 

Jonathan  Towoe 

"  Pheebe 

October 

4, 

Nathanii  Duston 

'*  Bbeneser 

(( 

18. 

**  Bdnab 

II 

II 

"  Woodbrtdge 

If 

ti 

Amoa  Page 

Parker 

*t 

II 

ti           1  i 

Abta 

li 

It 

Ebeaezer  Mitchell 

"  Esther 

II 

II 

Tlmofihy  Baton 

*'  Tfanothy 

i< 

!• 

baptized  In  HaT«rli]ll» 

West  Firlsh. 

(above  seTcn) 

Dan"  KirabaU 

his  Eunice 

Novb' 

1, 

Francis  Towne 

"  Lydia 

Decemb' 

6, 

W»  Gallop 

**  Bnos 

«( 

13, 

Tbo*  Howlett 

«*  Lydfn 

It 

II 

Davis  Howlett 

'*  Cornelias 

li 

27, 

Ricberd  Lang 

•*  BenJ" 

Febnuury 

6,  1789. 

baptized  at  Salem 

W^Hood 

*'  Susanna 

21, 

baptlMd  (by)  IP  Hblyoak. 

Ensign  SoloDum  Ooold  his  Amos 

1 1 

28, 

Stepben  Hovey 

"  Aaron 

March 

14. 

Isaac  Perkins 

"  Pheebe 

41 

21, 

Tbo'  Foster 

"  Dan" 

it 

II 

John  Hood 

**  Samtt 

II 

28. 

Bartholomew  Dwinell 

*'  Bartholomew 

If 

II 

Tbo*  Perkins  Jan» 

"  Dan" 

April 

4, 

Amos  Wildes 

"  Jamme 

M 

11, 

Jn"  Cloagh 

"  Jn« 

II 

Tho*  Perkins 

**  Snssnna 

May 

Beq)»  Bixbj 

*'  George 

II 

ti 

Solomon  Oonld  Jun*" 

Nathan>» 

II 

II 

Sam^  Cummings 

David 

It 

28, 

Nathan"  Low 

**  Jonathan 

Jane 

20, 

Bobert  Perkins 

"  As* 

II 

II 

Dsnii  Ayereil 

"  Bsi^ 

It 

II 

John  Le-Favour 

"  Sarab 

jQly 

4, 

Jn®  Peabod  [y] 

"  .Tr" 

II 

18. 

Jn*  Baker  Jun' 

"  Mary 

M 

26, 

baptized  (by)  M^  Chanler. 
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Tho*  Wildes 

hia  Jacob 

Septeiuber  26,  1762. 

BftTld  Towne 

<« 

17. 

jtfMDlali  Foflttr 

««  JofhOA 

u 

Jacob  Hazen 

"  Jacob 

<« 

4« 

baptiVod  nt  Roxford,  1st  Pflrrlsh. 

Pelptiah  C^'umniiiiiirs 

mmmWf    AHA V»A4 V  wmVvA 

•4 

ElUah  Clajrke 

*'  HamohreT 

44 

14. 

Jfllm  T^miMAa  Jnn'' 

«•  Huth 

( i 

28. 

Deacon  Dan"  Gould 

•*  Ruth 

DM^mhaar 

a. 

Eliezer  I^ke  Jan' 

"  Joseph 

19. 

BeoJ"*  Bajley 

"  Benj" 

41 

4< 

M. 

DaTid  Baloh  Jon' 

'<  BlolMnl 

jMiiMy 

S,  I7tt. 

Tho*  Moor 

"  Deborah 

44 

18. 

Joseph  Gould 

**  Smenon 

44 

IS. 

•"4 

Tho*  Qould  Jan' 

"  BenJ" 

44 

SO. 

jMobKlmbaU 

"  PriaciUa 

March 

18. 

Ftancia  Tofwna 

**  IliMbe 

Anrll 

10. 

JoliB  Jaoolw 

"  suah 

<( 

Hood 

*'  Moses 

Mav 

Joseph  Andrews 

"  Joseph 

ft 

29. 

8am"  Towae  Jun' 

*•  Marj 

Jane 

19. 

JolmHarriok 

Aniuk 

SI. 

Timothy  SatOD 

14. 

baptized  In  y«  West  Farrlsh  in  HtTWblQ. 

Dan"  Hcddlngton 

his  Dan" 

BeDtembar 

4. 

"4 

EUjah  Clarke 

**  Mary 

44 

Btehard  Cim 

MoUy 

Oetober 

16. 

TbOf*  Hewlett 

«•  XllnlMlh 

•4 

SS. 

Archelaus  R«a 

"  Uzzlel 

KoTMnbw 

6. 

Stephen  Foster  JOB' 

Nathan^ 

44 

44 

Dan"  Hood 

Lncy 

«• 

44 

Dan"  Kimball 

"  Dudley 

4« 

bapttied  by  y«  Bev^  m'  BaHjotkm* 

NathMi  Bood  Jon' 

Us  N«tlitb> 

4. 

Bartholomew  Dwlmll 

Anna 

44 

IS. 

Daviiii  Howlctt 

MoUy 

4( 

44 

Cap<  Tho*  Commings 

'*  Israel 

44 

Joaeph  CBmndngt 

44 

44 

Baai^  BnUtotnat 

<*  SainPi- 

Jannaary 

S,  17<i. 

Amos  Perkins 

"  BetU 

February 

12, 

Stephen  Hovey 

"  Mary 

March 

4. 

Peter  Chever 

"  Peter  Oagood 

<4 

baptized  at  Salem. 
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Joseph  I'erktna 

his  Jacob 

naarcn 

Stephen  Towne  Juu^  and 

April 

IK 

flanh,  wife  of  KKJidiDwiMU, 

ti 

(( 

t>otn  of  ticnut  Cgt! 

alao 

John  T.I  Favn'ir 

his  Joseph 

Cf 

•  t 

Sam"  ilat  ris  Jvm' 

oaran 

tt 

t  i 

rno*  irerkms 

1  rap 

(4 

22, 

<l 

BainV  Cree  and 

•• 

Stephen  Perkins  Jiill' 

«i 

«• 

both  of  adult  age 

Tho»  Perkins  Jan' 

*'  Israel 

May 

SO, 

David  Balch  Jon' 

«•  W» 

27, 

Jolm  Bik«r  Jmi' 

<•  John 

Jidjr 

8, 

Joliii  FMMr 

"  MehetAel 

Aoguai 

U. 

Daniel  l  ake 

"  Nathao 

<t 

19. 

Solomon  Curtis 

"  Sam" 

t« 

««. 

by  m'  Chandler 

^MObOooU 

*•  Jacob 

Septenbor  9, 

Bdianad  TowM 

«<  Bdnmnd 

». 

John  Cloagh 

*•  OUtot 

t« 

t( 

by      Lesslle  (above  tw*A 

I  baptized  at  Newbury-rort 

Beoj"'  Moody 

his  Benjp"  k 

f« 

i< 

Bldwrd  

'*  Blelierd 

It 

•t 

Peter  XaMrm 

"  AUgin 

October 

i( 

M 

Enoch  HeiTiinan 

"  Snruh 

t« 

l« 

John  Bradley 

•*  Mary 

*i 

(t 

baptlied  at  BMreiiiUl  Weet  tarlsli. 

Jobn  Baloh 

liie  OomellM 

«i 

SI. 

ii  It 

Rofrer 

<i 

«• 

**  Rebekah 

«i 

«< 

Benj»  Blxby 

"  Bachel 

•( 

(1 

ItMO  Avenll 

"  Joeeph 

Norember  4, 

Hio*  Ootdd  Jm* 

<*  Anna 

u 

u, 

Fciatiuli  Coaunlage 

"  Sarah 

December 

Solomon  r?oiild 

"  Solomon 

>« 

16, 

Dan"  liooii 

Jacob 

Janoary 

18,  176B. 

Joseph  Grould 

John 

<i 

Tho^Xoor 

"  Tho^ 

M 

M 

John  Jacobs 

"  Rebekah 

<t 

■1 

Nathan  Hood  Jun» 

Nathan 

March 

10, 

Tho«  Ilowlett 

•«  John 

<i 

17, 

Amos  Porter 

•*  Lydia 

f 

April 

7, 
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Joseph  Perkins 

his  Anna 

Tho*  Fttridiw 

Rachel 

wiine 

4> 
*» 

Joseph  Perkins 

'*  Anna 

(* 

44 

Jacob  Kimball 

"  Anna 

tt 

o 
•4 

Francis  Townc 

Ki'bckah 

4ft 

(4 

Matlian"  Fiake 

"  Nathan" 

l( 

li 

Isaic  Pearler 

**  Isaac 

*i 

OQ 

tMpttsed  at  Boxford  first  Parish. 

Thomas  Knierson 

his  Billy 

Aoi^ust 

J 
*» 

Thomas  Wildes 

"  Daniel 

It 

baptized  by  nr  Ilolyoak. 

John  Lamp.sou  Juu*^ 

bin  Sarah 

9K 
SO, 

Stephen  Foster  Jnn' 

**  Matta 

«t 

14 

Peter  Chever 

8am»  and 

oepcemnvf 

Arcljelans  Ilayward 

*'  Arclu'lans 

•t 

14 

biipt  i/cd  at  Salem  &ia'  Lesslie  baptized  at 

Topstieiti 

Dan"  Ayerell 

his  Solomon 

4» 

4( 

Jacob  Andrews 

*<  Nathanu 

«4 

16. 

bnptl/.ed  at  Boxford  & 

m'  Uolyoako  baptized  at  Topsflt  ld 

Dan"  Kimball 

bii*  Joseph 

4t 

44 

Stephen  Hovey 

"  AbigaU 

II 

John  Bradstreet 

"  Dudley 

October 

IS. 

Joseph  Andl'e^vs 

'*  Salome 

November 

»» 

Abraham  ir()i)b.s  .Inn' 

"  Kli/.abeth 

n 

Thomaa  i'timin  ngs 

"  .Joseph 

December  22, 

Benjamin  Hnyiey 

"  iJinah 

January 

26,  1766. 

John  Le-Fa?onr 

**  Amos 

Febrnaiy 

», 

Saini^  Bradstreet 

«*  Ruth 

March 

28. 

Thomas  Foster 

"  Tlionias 

II 

80, 

Thomas  Pcrlcins  Jun" 

Hannah 

<< 

«i 

Widow  Vashti  Curtis 

her  Solomon 

AprU 

la. 

Sam"  Towne  Jun' 

his  Blisabeth 

May 

264 

John  ICaj 

AblgaU 

u 

44 

«'  Elizabeth 

ti 

44 

John  May 

John 

Jane 

«4 

Donron  Dati"  Goald 

"  Mos.'S 

(I 

22. 

Sam^^  Ilarrib 

Mury 

(1 

44 

Jeremiah  Towne  Jtin' 

**  Asa 

Joly 

6. 

DaiiO  ReddiDgtoo 

"  Jacob 

Angnst 

10, 

Tho*  Perkins 

Lydla 

October 

12, 

also  baptized 
Elizabeth  Robinson  of  adult  age 


1 

I 

I 
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Tno*  (loald  Jun' 

nls  Darah 

November 

Jacob  uoaJa 

*'  XfOia 

Dtalttl  HOOQ 

**  BWl 

44 

Ittac  HODDS 

"  Sarao 

II 

IP, 

Archt'laus  Roa 

'  saran 

41 

Sam"  rfrkins 

•  hlijali 

44 

irlUUp  1 IIOUUIS 

Mary 

44 

44 

Pldl^  ThoBkM 

*'  nwMM 

JuMiary 

W*  17974 

Jotepn  uonUl 

**  ConMlliifl 

l^hnutfy 

l^eiatiaii  i.-tiininings 

Isaac 

<4 

Daniel  Avcrell 

"  Joanna 

auwco 

1 

1 D , 

Daniel  Lake 

»'  Sarah 

44 

«*» 

Tbomas  Howlelt 

"  ICaiy 

44 

44 

Hood 

Awon 

Apni 

M 
•» 

Katlian"  Pearley 

"  Mehetabd 

44 

w» 

baptized  at  "Boxft^ 

rd  first  I'arlsh. 

Beujainiu  Mar»liaU 

his  Mary 

17, 

Jacob  Goodhne 

"  Anna 

41 

41 

l«  «c 

Muthft 

14 

4 1 

Jouflum  CoRBwd) 

"  Hannah 

«l 

41 

*'  Benjainio 

44 

14 

baptized  al  Chebacco,  in  Ipswich. 

Jonathan  Towne 

his  Jedidlah 

41 

taptiied  at  BoKford  firat  Firiiib; 

m' btptlMd 

at  Toptield 

Nathan"  Fisic 

his  Bath 

•  I 

1  i 

John  Bachellcr  Jan' 

"  Lydia 

<< 

31. 

Nathan"  Averell  Jon' 

•«  Nathao"  Perkins 

June 

u, 

Thomas  WildM 

«<  Hnldah 

<«  Elljali 

Jnlj 

Isaac  Averell 

'*  Isaae 

Avgnst 

Joseph  Perkins 

"  Henry 

SSi 

l>aptlzcd  by  m'  Holyoke. 

Jacob  Kimball 

hta  Locjr 

September  6, 

8miiP  CniDiiitiigs 

«•  H«betilMl 

«* 

II 

Francis  Towne 

Fnacis 

•t 

t  < 

Nathan"  Hood  Jun' 

*•  Enos 

4k 

18, 

Davirt  nowl(»tt 

Martha 

«l 

«« 

Aarou  £sley  Jun' 

•*  Joseph 

14 

4( 

AbraluuB  HoblM  Jon* 

"  IjdlA 

41 

8am"  Perkins 

"  Dolly 

October 

18, 

Robert  Pcrltlns 

McMetabel 

Noveml)er  ?t>, 

Isaac  Hobbs 

"  Elijah 

January 

24. 1768. 

John  Batcheller  Jon' 

"  John 

44 
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Jacob  llobbs 

bia  Jacob 

February 

21,  1768. 

id^d  Potter 

«*  Lydia 

March 

6, 

urtholomew  DirlneU 

•(  Hilflwh 

4( 

Am 

Baptteed  to  Salenitln  7*  CUi     be1oii|t«d  to 

y*  Rcv^  m'  Hantliigton  lately  deceased : 

Benj"  Peal 

his  Hannah  and 

April 

Edmund  Bickford 

'*  Nathan" 

4  t 

Solomon  Gould 

**  Mehetabel 

May 

8, 

Tbo*  FerUM  Jmi' 

«<  Israel 

KAtbMitol  ThomM 

"  Eatber 

i< 

"  Thomas 

t< 

29. 

'i  houia^i  I'erkins 

•*  ZachPTis 

June 

Joliu  Baker  Jun' 

««  I'homas 

«t 

(a 

Jolui  Baloh  Jbh' 

Sarah 

it 

W^FMbody 

•*  IfoUy 

Jnly 

17, 

baptized  at  Mlddloton. 

Ellezer  Lak(»  Joil' 

Elizabeth 

81. 

Jacob  Towoe 

•*  Jacob 

«« 

baptized  by  m'  Hulyoke  (above  two) 

JoMpb  Hood 

Ua  Sarah 

Angast 

14. 

JobD  Lnmpion  Jon' 

"  Lois 

t( 

98, 

John  May 

"  Elizabeth 

<  t 

*4 

A  sa  Smith 

*•  Stephen 

<  4 

t« 

Richerd  Tenney 

*«  Richerd 

September  U, 

baptized  at  Bowtoy  9^  Fanrtsb. 

n'  Cbanler  faaptlMd  In  TopaAeld 

John  Hood 

bis  Esther 

f« 

41 

Thomas  ^foore 

"  Joslah 

«• 

18. 

TliomaM  Emerson 

**  Thomas 

It 

44 

Tbomas  HowleU 

"  AUice 

October 

16, 

baptised  at  Boxf ord  flnt  Parrisb. 

Rleberd  Cro*- 

his  Joshua 

December 

4. 

by  Leslie. 

Jacob  Gould 

Sarah 

M 

18, 

PhUlp  Tlioiiias 

Dudley 

It 

85. 

Joeepb  CKwld 

'*  Sarah 

Febmaiy 

6. 1789. 

Thomas  Ooold  Jan' 

•«  Tbmnas 

March 

5» 

Sara"  Perkins 

"  Dudley 

•« 

18. 

Dan"  Heddington 

"  John 

■4 

i« 

Abraham  Ilobbs  Jnn*' 

»  Salome 

«« 

•  4 

Felatlab  CnmiDiiiga 

•*  AblgaU 

«1 

18, 

Frandfl  Towns 

**  Sanh 

l« 

88. 

John  Dwlndl  of  adnlt  a 

Aprtt 

8, 
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Joseph  PerUiis 

Us  Jabcsb 

AprU 

», 

Snrtiitri  Towne  Jun' 

It 

Allen 

May 

7, 

Isaiic  Hobbs 

(i 

Priscilla 

4< 

««. 

Samuel  Oradstrect 

Elijah 

June 

i. 

MatliMi  HoodJan' 

« 

Thomas  ^ 

It  «« 

Amoa  / 

David  Batch  Jnn' 

i( 

Joshua 

44 

11. 

baptlTied  by  m'  Holyoake. 

Deacon  John  Patch 

his  Joseph 

4< 

18. 

John  Brown 

41 

Martha 

<i 

i« 

Bdward  Lunpsoii 

«• 

Daniel 

fl 

•  4 

Gt'«)ruf  Adams 

14 

Hannah 

44 

4i 

Davi'l  Tlif^inpson 

(i 

Jacob 

44 

44 

EzTii  Kuoulton 

t< 

Ezra 

4« 

44 

Aiulrew  Dodge 

i( 

Sarah 

4( 

4t 

teptbed  at  Ipswlefa  Bamlfftt  (above  MT«n) 

Bettjamtu  Bajley 

bis 

BUI7 

44 

Samuel  Tree 

<  I 

Samuel 

t  { 

It 

Mofpj*  Pi-rkins 

l>anU>i 

July 

16, 

Aarou  Estcy  Juu' 

<« 

Hannah 

August 

6, 

baptlBcd  bgr  m'Leialto. 

KatiiaiM^  Ftoke 

44 

John 

14 

Daolel  ATerell 

tt 

Solomon 

t  > 

27. 

Bartholomew  DwInflU 

t( 

Lydlu 

Septpmbcr  10, 

John  Clough 

(1 

Nallmn" 

October 

1, 

14  (I 

«( 

Eunice 

tt 

4« 

louc  Averell 

14 

Moses 

i< 

(4 

Joseph  Hood 

44 

Joseph 

November 

28. 

Thomas  Moor 

li 

Joslnh 

December  10, 

JnliTi  T^cahody 

i  1 

F.bfiK'/.er 

4< 

n. 

John  Gould  Jun' 

ti 

NHbby 

41 

81. 

Jacob  XlmbaU 

4t 

LydU 

Jaaoary 

28. 

baptised  by  m'  Holjoke. 

Thomas  Perkins 

his  Reuben 

February 

85, 

Daniel  TTood 

<  > 

Dnntd 

44 

14 

John  Bntcheller  Juu' 

Joseph 

March 

18, 

Asa  Smith 

Asa 

44 

25, 

Benjamin  Kimball 

<i 

Abraham 

April 

8, 

Thomas  Cmnmlngs 

<  1 

NathaaU 

June 

ti. 

Henry  Bradstroct 

nciiry 

July 

18. 

Ellsha  Perkins 

11 

Elii«ba 

It 

S2, 

Archelaus  Ilea 

4C 

Anna 

August 

1», 

Isaac  Hobbs 

«t 

Isaae 

44 

44 
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BobtrtBalcb 

Ida  Hannali 

Aqgnst 

19,1770. 

Sti'plicn  Perkins  Jon' 

"  Richerd 

Septeillber 

9. 

Jttcol)  Dwintll 

"  Eunice 

it 

2S, 

bapti/j'd  at  Boxford  flrst  Parish. 

Abraiiam  Uow  Juu' 

hiti  Abraiiam 

October 

28, 

t»]itiMd  ftl  Une  Brook. 

M'  LessUe  taptJied  at  Topsfldd 

Jncob  Goultl 

bis  Kezla 

tt 

ii 

John  Baker  Jim' 

'*  Ebfnczer  "i 

"  Emerson  / 

December 

M» 

ThomM  Goold  Jon' 

**  Em 

« 

II 

Jofleph  PerUns 

*'  Hwmah 

March 

17,  1771. 

Daniel  Reddingtoa 

<'  Adam 

i< 

It 

Jacoh  Dwlnell  Jun' 

•»  Israt'l 

(i 

it 

Aquila  Wilkins 

*•  Edua 

AprU 

7. 

^  w 

Abnef  Wilkiog 

"  Eunice 

«« 

C4 

teptlsed  at  MlddletOB  (abore  two) 

J6ta  Pcabody 

bUMoUjr 

May 

Moses  Perkins 

"  Anna 

Jane 

Oliver  Towne  of  adult  age 

<i 

9, 

Jedidiah  Pcabody 

his  Mary 

Jnly 

21, 

iMIitixed  atBozfcnd. 

Tbomaa  Emenon 

««  John 

«• 

M, 

Thomas  Perkins  Jun' 

"  Peggy 

Angoat 

11. 

Benjnmln  Rlxby  Jun' 

Sarah 

t( 

25. 

Henry  Bradatreet 

"  Nathan" 

October 

6. 

Pelatiah  Cummiiigs 

Abigail 

•« 

18. 

iNtptlsed  by  m'  Holyoafce. 

Joseph  Gould 

his  Abigail 

<i 

Bartholomew  Dwlnell 

"  Mica! 

November  17, 

Ainos  i\Tkiii.s 

Sarah 

« 

baptized  by  iii'  Adams  (above  two) 

Samoel  Clarke 

**  Anna 

Decemb* 

1. 

Stephen  To'wne  Jan' 

**  Bnoa 

(« 

15, 

Sam"  Bradstrect 

*•  John 

«i 

Cornelius  Balch 

"  Nabby 

<< 

Philip  Thomaa 

"  Eunice 

February 

2,  177t. 

Sam"  Perkins 

'*  MoOy 

i« 

1«. 

Daniel  Hood 

"  Ahner 

i< 

as. 

Bobert  Balch 

**  Bobert 

it 

t* 

Josenh  Ffnod 

"  Dorcas 

«i 

CI 

Nathan  '  i  iske 

Lydia 

March 

1, 

Asahel  Smith 

«'  Jesite 

«« 
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HIS  xTisciiia 

AiarcQ 

•i 

**  JOBcpn 

uiiTer  renEUis 

CI  /^ttwA«» 

uiiTeir 

41 

14 

Joseph  Andrews 

"  jfipnram 

Apni 

Benj"*  KiTnoali 

*'  Hannah 

44 

AoraniUTi  tKJuud  JUu 

ADlUIiaiU 

A  rkiUl 

Jacob  Kimball 

"  David 

26, 

Isaac  Hobba 

«      ii .  1  111 

**  Fnacuia 

II 

4^ 

Isaac  Averell 

"  Phebe 

May 

John  Curtice 

"  S'lrali 

Ma 

10, 

oaptizeu  at  jsoxiorui 

I"  i  arrisli. 

latt&c  XJ&uxpay 

41 

IT 
"» 

baptized  at  Danren. 

Asa  Smith 

*'  MoUy 

14 

John  Gould  Juni" 

"  Becka 

•  1 

31. 

Molly,  wife  of  Samuel 

Page,  &alao  bapUzed 

their  Child,  Sam" 

June 

28, 

Thomaa  Moor 

Saiah 

July 

John  Batch  Jan' 

**  Mehetabel  \  ^ 

"  Martha 

«• 

II 

St«'phen  PorkiOB  Jan' 

"  Nabby 

tt 

12, 

Dan"  Clarke 

"  Elijah 

Augast 

28, 

y   ordinance   aUminiHtered  at  n*^  Clarke* 


Honae  y*  Child  being  dangerooaly  111. 


Solomon  Gould 

hla  Martha 

September  18, 

Joseph  Perkins 

"  EUsha 

October 

11, 

Josopli  Browne  Juu*^ 

MoUy 

14 

Ii 

Jucul)  DwlncU  Juni^ 

Anna 

14 

18, 

Oliver  Perklna 

"  Lucy 

November 

8, 

J<dinBatcheller 

•*  Anna 

II 

16, 

Abel  Perkins 

"  Jacob 

C  4 

Rlcherd  Foster 

*•  Dorcas 

Decemb' 

baptized  at  Boxford  first  Farrish. 

John  Peabody 

hla  Lncy 

January 

17,  1778. 

Thomas  Oontd 

*•  Mercy 

44 

14 

Henry  Bradstreet 

"  Daniel 

February 

14. 

Isaac  Dempsy 

Hannah 

March 

H, 

baptized  at  Danvers. 

Solomon  Dodge  Jun' 

*'  Amos 

April 

11, 

John  Lampson  Jnn' 

(*  Bnnlce 

14 

18. 

John  Dwlnell 

"  Esther 

41 

25, 

Bam"  Cree 

**  Moses  \ 

May 

tl  •! 

34olly  J 

8. 
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Pclatifth  Cummings 

his  OUver 

Jons 

6,  1772. 

Thomas  Perkins  Jun' 

**  Thomas 

It 

18. 

by  m'  LeMlie. 

StcplMii  Towns  Jon' 

"  Molly 

«• 

D«Tld  Tr)wno  Jna' 

*'  Khenaser 

Mosp''  r<  rklns 

*•  Sarah 

Jidj 

Il« 

A  yivgro  servant  Child  Peter  belonging  to  Lien' 

Joku  Baker  Jun' 

•« 

•t 

IsMoHobbt 

Us  Elisabeth 

August 

8. 1778. 

JoMpbOoold 

"  Joseph 

M 

18. 

Sami'  Brndatraet 

"  Moses 

ii 

« 

Kam"  Fisk 

"  8an^ 

■< 

Anna  Towne  of  adult  age 

•« 

(« 

DooNMs  Town«  of  idnitvge 

October 

10. 

Benjamlii  Kimball 

Us  Mehetsbsl 

«« 

•i 

Robert  Balch 

"  Solomon 

«« 

Widow  Sarnh  Ff^ke 

her  Sarnh 

(« 

24. 

Elnatban  Hut)t>ard 

his  Melietabel 

November  7, 

Kichard  Potter 

"  Joseph 

(« 

u. 

Stephen  PttrUas  Jon' 

"  Asm 

« 

4< 

Nebemlali  Towm 

"  Nebemish 

«• 

John  T?ca 

Rnth 

Janosry 

9, 1774. 

John  Perkins  8^ 

"  Mehetabel 

88. 

y  ordinance  admialstered  at  a*  Perkins 
House,  j«  Cfldld  being  dangeroasly  ill. 


Joseph  Rood 

bis  Holdah 

March 

18. 

Nehemlah  Towne 

'« Idttbod 

It 

80. 

IsrasI  Clark  Jon' 

«•  I'jrflf'T 

May 

15, 

14  <l 

Anna 

«« 

II 

«•  t< 

"  Sarah 

•t 

tt 

Widow  Sarsli  Towns 

Iisr  Oliver 

<« 

«t 

John  Gonid  Jun' 

his  Betty 

it 

ft 

Tho'  Ciinimiii^s 

"  Daniel 

tt 

Cornelius  Balch 

it 

«i 

Asa  Smith 

**  Ilauoab 

« 

88. 

lM4;»tlMd  by     NsHuaV  Portsr. 

DnnlslCiHfcs 

bis  Dsnlsl 

88. 

July  the  \  1774,  The  Rev»<*  John  Emerson  De- 
parted thib  Life  Ajied  <)7  years,  five  months,  and  four 
days.    He  was  Ordained  2«iovember  27^  1728. 
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D«iii«l  Averlll  hto  Mehetlbte 

Abraham  Hobba  Jnr.    his  Lydia 
Nath"  Fisk  "  BcDjamin 

bapiized  by  Smith  of  Middletowu. 
Samuel  Comings  His  Sam" 

B7  M'  Stone  of  Bading. 


AogiMt    21,  1774. 


Joseph  pcrklns 

Jacob  Gonld 
Jacob  Kimball 
Dmi>^  Porter 
Dan^  Porter 

Isaac  ITobbs 
Stephen  Perliios  Jar 
Thooias  Gould 


his  Ely 

Huldah 
*'  Samuel 

**  David 

Munaon 
Frlssa 
«•  Phebe 


October  16, 
November  6, 


March 
« 


Baptlted  by  m'  Dulel  Bmerson  of  HolHs. 


Tbo*  Mower 

Stephen  Towne  Jnr. 
John  Bntf'bollor 
Henry  liradstrcet 
Robert  Balch 
Solomon  Doge 


UsOttTe 

Joseph 
Jacob 
"  BlUe 
"  Sarah 


«*  Solomon 
Moses  TerlcinB,  mm  of  Oliyer  PerUnii  wm 

Baptised  [Jftnr 
Joseph  Emerson,  son  of  Thomas  Emorsou  was 

Baptised  Jau> 
Bet^  CnmniiDgs,  Daughter  of  Falatlata  Cnro* 
ndngswae  Bnptlaed  *' 

Peggy  Fnrner,  DMg^ter  of  M»  Fvmer 

was  Baptised 
Sarah  Kimball,  Daughter  of  Benj'"  iiimbaU  was 

Baptlaed  ** 
Joeeph  Towne  his  Lydla  [March 

Jacob  DwincU  Jun''        "  Mehetable  [March 
Baptised  By  M'  Mnoassah  Cnttlar  of  Ipewteh 

Hamblet. 

his  John 
**  SMab 
•«  Meiietable 


John  Dwiuell 
DaTtd  Towne  Jnn' 
John  Perkins  8* 

By  Ciittlar. 
Asa  Smith 

By      Frlsbe  oi  Ipswich. 
Stephen  IPoeter  jun'     his  Vabbj 
Saxnnel  Tlsk  *< 

B J  M*  Nathaniel  Porter. 


March 
«t 

«4 


Manassah 


May 
Jnlj 


5,  1775. 

•  4 
It 


ii 


U,  1776.?] 
14,  1776. 


ii 


S,  X776.] 
8,  1776.] 


8,  1776. 

«< 

ta 


5. 

7, 
<« 
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Thomas  Perkins^  jnn*  his  8«nrael 
John  Balch  *'  John 

Samuel  Cree  *'  Joseph 

By  Mf  George  Leslee  of  Uroe  Brook. 
Daniel  Clark  his  Daniel 

1  [s]  aac  Hobbs  "  Samlel 

By  M'  Levi  Friabe  of  IpsM  icb. 
Thomas  Canunlogs      hist  John  Bordiuau 
JohnDwinel  '*  MalietebeU 

Daniel  Porter  Sarah 

By  the  Rev"^  M'  Dane  of  Ipswich. 
Nathaniel  FiBke  his  Moses 

Joseph  Hood  Bettey 

By  the  rer*  LeesUe. 
Jieob  Ktanbatt  Us  Benjamin 

by  the  rev'"'  Spring  of  Newbury, 
Andrew,  son  of  Stephen  Towne*  Jnn' 
Ruth,  Phebe,  and  William 

Children  of  William  Estle. 
AMrinh,  son  of  Nntiumlel  ATerd  Jnn' 
Jeeeee,  Son  of  John  Perkins  of  Boxford 
Betty  Davg:hter  of  Palatiah  Cunimin;rs 
Hiinnah  Davght«r  of  Abraham  Hobbs  Jun' 
Mary  Davghter  of  David  Towne  J' 
SnsMinn  Daughter  of  Isaac  Hobba 
WilUam  Son  of  OHyw  Ferkina 
Lucy  Davgter  of  Daniel  Ilood 

All  Baptized  In  one  (\;iy  by  the 

rev"^  mr  Holyoke  of  Boxiord. 
Bbenezer  Peabody,  Son  of  John  Feabodj 

Baptised  by  M'  Manasaa  Caller  of  Ipawlch 

Hamblet. 
Dntii  1  Clarke  his  Elijah 

8aiuuel  Perkins  *'  Ezra 

John  Dwinel  "  Esther 

Benjamin  Hobba  "  Daniel 

Baptlced  by  the  Ber"*  W  Wadaworth  of 

Dan  verse. 
Philip  Thorans  his  Pbllip 

Ebenezer  (ioodhue        *'  Ebenezer 

Baptised  by  y*  Rer"*  W  Wadaworth  of 

DanTora. 
OliTer  FerUna  bla  Lola 


September  15,  1776. 


December  1, 
»(  «« 


May 


4"»,  1777. 


«< 


t* 


August  a, 

Febmary  9, 1778. 
AprU  12, 


<« 
«» 
»( 
(f 

u 
tt 
«t 


1 1 
«< 
4C 
(C 

•t 

ti 


Novembers^ 


April     26"',  1779. 


July 
it 


14 
(« 


27«* 

4* 


Jniy 
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BUeier  Lake  Us  EUaser 

By  the  ReV  M'  Dftna  of  Ipswich. 


July 


4*  1779. 


John  Batch*  llor  Jnpoh 

by  the  Kev'"^  Lesslie  of  l/yne  Brook 
ParrUh  iu  Ipswich. 


August  U*^ 


Isue  Hobbs  his  Hii]ii|»liry 


SeptMDlier  5**> 


David  Hobbs  "  Lncy 

By  y*  Rev  "*  M'  Adams  of  HaverbilL 


William  Estie  his  Debhe 


November  7"* 


by  the  Rev"**  M''  Cutler  of  Ipswich  Hamblet. 

Rev.  Daniel  Breok,  the  fifth  pastor  of  the  Chnrch  in 
Topsfield,  was  ordained  to  the  Charge,  the  IT***  of  No- 
vember, 1779. 

Nora,  Thl«  tnelttdee  all  the  bnpasms  tu  Uio  time  of  the  ontiQution  of  Rev.  Mr. 


Uiyitized  by  Google 


I 


Digitized  by  Google 


THS 

HISTORICAL 
COLLECTIONS 

OF  THK 

TOPSFIEI^D 
HISTORICAL.  SOCIKTY. 


VOL  II. 

— :  o  : — 
1896. 

TOPSFIELD.  MASS.: 
PtibliHbed  by  the  Society, 
1896. 


I 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 


SlMOX    lJUADSTKKKT,   CoLONIAI.  (lOVERNOR. 


HISTORICAL 
COLLECTIONS 

OF  THB 

XOPSFIEl^U 
HISTORIC AI^  SOCIKXY. 


VOL  u. 


•:o:' 


TUrsKlKLl),   MASS.  : 
Publiniied  by  the  Society, 


HISTORIUL 


« 

1 


Uigitized  by  Google 


f 


m 

Contents. 


Governor  Simon  Branatreet, 

F^rontisptece. 

List  of  officers  for  the  venr  1896, 

V 

Report  of  the  Secretary, 

vii 

Report  of  the  Tie:isurer. 

ix 

List  of  Donations, 

T 

Necrolc^y  for  tbe  year  I8i>6. 

zi 

Topsfleld  Town  Records.  1659-1684— Geo.  Frs.  Dow. 

1 

The  Howletts  and  Clarks — Marietta  Clark. 

58 

The  Topsfield  Copper  Mines — Mrs.  G.  Warren  Towne, 

78 

Funeral  Elegy  on  Mr.  John  Foster — Rev.  Joseph  Capen, 

82 

The  Cradle  of  tbe  Averill  Family — S.  Gertrude  Bradstreet, 

84 

Charles  H.  Holmes — Franklin  Balch. 

88 

The  Kiner«oii-lIolrTies  Hoiiho.  Topsfield,  fllvstration. 

93 

Pftfima—CharleR  H.  Holmos. 

9fi 

The  MeKetizie  Famil}'  in  Topsfield — Alfred  McKenzie, 

106 

Topsfleld  Baptismal  Records,  1 779-1841— Geo.  Fr«.  Dow, 

Appendix. 

r    •  -d  by  Google 


TopQfield  Historical  Society. 


Officerci  for  ttie  year  1896. 


President, 
Jmrm  Allbk,  M.  D. 

Vioe-Preetdentf 

Cbaelkb  J.  PeabdoiiT. 


SeoretarVi 
Qm.  Fto.  Dow. 


Treasurer, 
Obo.  Fm.  Dow. 


Curator, 
Mn.  6.  WAnnr  Towm. 


Sxeoutlve  Commiuee, 


Josmi  B.  PooB, 


WKLLmoKm  DmiALDsov, 

CSAS.  J.  FftABODT,  #aM!fl0i», 


Oso.  Fks.  Dow,  m^^lMo. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Secretary'©  Keport. 

Another  moonal  meetiiig  miMil  f»-  aIUht.  It  to  nof  nnrauoiiable  to  Mk 
mliid  this  ■ooiety  that  the  cUgaity  of  that  the  towo  ahoold  to  a  defcraa 

years  is  begiuuing  to  sarround  its  share  iu  this  expense.  Rowley, 
work,  that  while  our  ehoseD  held  is  Manchester  and  Beverly  have  priut- 
the  ooliectioo  aud  prottt^rvation  of  the  ed  theii'  early  reoords«  aod  aeveial 
htotory  and  aattqatttot  of  oor  townt  other  towne  In  the'  county  b»?e  been 
■tithe  wbile  ae  a  eodetyf  we  are  to  great  expense  io  having  duly 
cretitiug  history  performing  a  certified  copies  made    of  valuable 

duty  which  wiii  oot  be    forgotteo  records  rapidly    becoming  illegible 
when  the   story   of   Topefield   is  through  the  ravages  of  time, 
related  to  fatoie  generationa.  If  not  at  the  oomiug  town  meeting. 

The   relics   and   curiodties    we  perhaps  at  some  future    time  the 
collect  today  illustrating  the  life  and  matter  shotiki  be  brought  before  the 
customs  of  former  yejuM,    witli  each  towu  for  iltj  cuiisitlerutiou. 
pas;:img  cycie   oblaiu  u  uew  siguifi-      The  past  year  iiaa  uhowu  a  very 

eanoe  and  meter  hSetorioal  valae.  snooeeaful  growth.    The  member- 

Today'e  oljeot  af  email  ouucera  ship  has  gruwo  from  a  total  of  94 

becomes    tomorrow     a     thing     of  at  our  last  auuual  meeting  to  139  at 

moment  oi  cuiiouK  iiittjebt.    But  of  the  present  ttoie.     A  large  propor- 

greater  and  mure  iabling  value  is  the  tion  of  this  iucrease  comes  from 

fnnA  being  performed  by  the  eooiety  thoe«  living  without  the  boonde  of 

'  in  placing  upon  the  printed  page  a  the  town.      Former   residents  or 

chronicle  of  historical  and  biograph-  historiann  interehted  in  otitainmg  oar 

leal  matter  relating    to   Topsfield.  volume  of  historical  collections  in 

Data  perchance  found  only  in  the  exchange  fur  the  membership  dues, 

fleeting  memorlee  of  tboee  now  This  mettiod  of  enlarging  oor  rolto 

living,  or  compiled  from  fragments  should  be  encouraged    during  the 

widely  scattered.  coming  year.      The  ;innnal  fee  of 

The  past  year  has  seen  the  be*  fifty  cents  is  small  aud  not  to  be 

ginning  of  an  important  work;  the  oompared  with  the  value  of  the 

reproduction  in  ^ype  of  the  reoords  oolleetione. 

of  the  town.  Co[urH  from  the  At  the  regular  meeting  in  Febru- 
derk's  book  of  original  records  from  ary,  Rev.  O.  liutler  of  Georgetown 
the  earliest  times  until  the  year  16S4  lectured  before  the  society  on  the 
have  been  earefnlly  and  ezaetlj  Htotonr  of  the  American  Flag.  With 
made  end  are  reproduced  in  the  that  aingle  ezoeptfont  members  of 
first  5'2  pages  of  the  volume  of  His-  the  society  have  prepared  the  his- 
torical Collections  for  the  past  year,  torieal  ]"japerB  ^vhieh  have  been  read 
The  work  should  be  continued  in  at  eacb  regular  tneetiug,  several  of 
the  ooming  volomee,  and  carried  them  appearing  in  the  volume  of 
forward  as  exteui:iively  and  elaborate-  collections. 

Ij  ae  the  funds  of  the  soeie^  will  On  the  18lh  of  Jane  a  highly 
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successful  field  meeting  wa«  held  at 
"The  Colleges,"  the  Danverg  His- 
torical Society,  and  the  History 
CUas  connected  with  the  Essex 
Institute  being  rrpresented  on  invita- 
tion from  this  society. 

Over  InO  peraoos  were  present  and 
heard  with  interest  an  historical 
sketch  on  the  looslity  read  by  Miss 
Gertrade  Bradstreet,  and  speeches  by 
Pres.  Allen  and  I)r  A.  P.  Putnam 
and  other  members  of  the  Danvers 
Historical  Society. 

Weliave  lost  three  members  by 
deatbf  Mrs.  Louisa  Leach,  Capt.  R. 
B.  Pray  and  Amos  T.  Fiske,  while 
two  others  have  been  dropped  from 


membership  for  non  payment  of  dues. 

Beyond  u  suggestion  that  an  effort 
he  made  to  suitably  encase  our 
growing  cdleetion  of  relics  and 
curiosities  now  at  the  Town  Hall, 
your  secretary  has  nothing  to 
recommend  save  a  spirit  of  enthusi- 
asm on  matters  historical.  Enlarge 
the  membership  and  speak  a  good 
word  for  the  society  when  inspedang 
a  relic  of  the  town's  life,  remember- 
ing ihflt  mnny  sin  ;(ttic  in  town  still 
conceals  treanuica  that  should  iind 
their  way  into  our  coUectioos. 

Bespeotfully  submitted, 
Geo.  Fbs.  Dow, 
Secretary. 
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TreaeitJirer*©  Report 


For  the  jear  endrng  Dec.  31,  1896. 


BlOKIffVM. 

PATiinm. 

Bal.  on  hand,  Jan,  1.  1896 

1  .80 

Printing  Collectione 

$85.96 

Aooiial  does 

PHntiog  BaptiBmal  Beooide 

8.00 

Hittoricd  OolleetioDS,  sold 

7.00 

Printing  Poetala  and  Tickets 

i.00 

CkiihbiiidiDgv 

8.00 

Binding  Cotteetiona 

9.96 

Dooation,  Memben  of  SooleU  23.70 

Postal  caida  and  postage 

4.98 

DonatioB,  George  L.  CkMild 

9.60 

Use  of  electrotype 

1.00 

Field  meeting,  carriagea*  eto. 

4.81 

Expi'eflBiDg,  atationeiy,  ete. 

1.47 

Lectarer'a  ezpenaea 

.98 

•94.50 

168.99 

Balance  on  hand 

125.06 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G&0.  Fbs.  Dow, 

Treasurer. 
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Doxiatioiie  for  tiie  year  ending  Dec.  31, 1896. 

Libniy.  Gabinct. 


▲verUl,  Sidney  W.  1  14 

Bomer,  Mrs.  CamUoe      Iptwiofa  4 

Dodge,  John  H.  2 

Dodge,  Wm.  Ladd  1 

Dow,  Eugene  M.  1 

Dwinell,  Esther  1 

Fitts,  Rev.  James  H.,  Newfleld»,  N.  H.  12 

Foster,  Edwiu  O.,  Salem  1 

Gould,  Andrew  1 

Goald,  Esther  1 

Harriman,  H.  N  ,  <Teorgetown  8 

Haven.  Mrs.  Theodore  W.,  Glasco,  N.  Y.  2 

Halker,  WUliam,  Newburyport  1 

Kneeland,  C.  A.  S.  1 

Lake.  Otto  E  I 

Itlerriam.  Henrv  (4.  I 

Nichols.  Mrs.  Mary  L.  3 

Peaboilv,  Helen.  St.  Louis,  Mo.  1  t 

Perkins.  William  1 

Pray.  Mrs.  Caroline  E.  .51 

Stevens,  Albert  W.  77 

Smi'di,  Mrs.  Nath.,  Boxford  1 

Smith,  Mrs.  CalTin,  Bozfotd  1 

W«U8,  CathtffM  1 


86  104 

BmpmIAiUj  milmilttodt 

Ifis.  6.  WiMBH  Town, 

Catmtor. 
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Necrology  for  1896. 


LomsA  (Morgan)  Leach  was  bora  at  MaDche^ter,  Mass.,  Nov.  23,  1816, 
aod  died  at  i  opsfield,  Feb.  6,  1896.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Isaac  aad 
Saloinft  (Brown)  Hoigao.  She  was  anited  in  marriage  witb  Thomas  K. 
Leaish  of  Weobam  May  2,  1836.  Five  children  were  born  to  them ;  Mary 
Ann,  who  married  Lafayette  Batchelcler  and  Uvea  inWnnham;  Sarah 
Kimball,  who  married  Isaac  M.  Woodbury  and  lives  in  TopsGeld  ;  Martha, 
who  married  Moses  N.  Boardman  aud  lives  iu  Georgetown ;  Charles 
Healey*  who  married  Mary  A.  Wilkins  and  lives  at  the  homestead  and 
Martha  Loaisa  who  died  when  a  child. 

Mrs.  Leach  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Society  «ind  the  author  of  the 
article  on  the  trial  of  Elizabeth  P.  Bradstreet  printed  in  Vol.  I.  of  the 
Historical  Coliectioos.  She  became  a  member  of  the  Congre^atioaal  church 
in  Topsfield  in  1889,  and  ever  maintained  an  exemplary  christian  eharaater. 
Of  retentive  memory,  her  reminiscences  of  early  life  were  of  great  interest 
and  a  jonrr  n1  of  eveots  kept  by  her  for  many  years  will  be  of  maoh  valne 
to  the  historian. 


RuBL  Henton  Pray  was  born  at  Salem,  Mass.,  April  18,  1838,  un  i  died 
at  Topsfield,  Oct.  6,  1896.  He  was  the  son  of  Ruel  and  Mehitable  (Kender) 
Pray.  Receiving  his  education  in  the  iiublio  Hohools  of  8alem,  while  vet  in 
his  teens  he  enlisted  in  the  merchant  marine  and  served  as  sailor*  mate  and 
captain.  He  made  a  voyage  aronnd  tlie  world  with  Capt.  Lewk  P.  Uill«r 
of  Salem  He  also  served  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Cumberland  previous  to  the 
Civil  war,  beinir  stationed  ofif  the  west  coast  of  Africa.  The  first  man  to 
enlist  t'lo 111  Danvcr'i  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war ;  was  provost 
marshal  at  Baltimore,  Sept.  1861;  Ist  lieutenant,  Dec.  id,  1861;  was 
disabled  in  Aug  1868  and  resigned.  March  4,  1864  he  was  mastered  into 
the  Navy,  serving  as  master's  mate  or  ensign  on  U.  S.  8.  Savannah, 
Algonqiiin,  Yonrtfr  America,  Wilderness,  Chicopcr.  Qncen  uud  Sarsacnsa. 

After  tlie  war  ha  ( iif?aged  in  journalism,  editing  newspapers  in  Salem, 
and  Marlboro.    He  was  one  of  the  projectors  of  The  Topsfield  Townsman. 

For  several  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  cigar  bnsiness  at  Danveis. 
He  was  prominent  in  6.  A*  B.  circles  and  much  interested  in  the  public 
school  system. 

October  28,  1860,  he  married  Caroline  K.  daiiirhter  of  William  aud  Sally 
Gallup  of  Topsfield.  Two  children  were  burn  to  them,  Charlotte  Elizabeth 
and  William  O. 

Mr.  Flay  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Topsfield  Historical  Society. 
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Amos  Tbnnt  Fiskb  watt  yet  a  joung  man  when  he  died  Nov.  19,  1896. 
Ho  wM  a  obnrter  membtsr  of  the  society.  The  son  of  Jobu  tuid  Adelin 
Mioem  (Pike)  Pielce  he  was  born  io  'I'opsneld,  Jane  16  1870. 

For  several  years  he  wa«  in  the  employ  of  Balch  Bros,  subscription  hook 
publishers  hut  in  the  sprinpr  of  1895  he  embarked  in  the  retail  shoe  hnsiness 
io  TopstieUl.  Until  his  deaLh  lie  was  active  io  cliurcb  work.  A  member 
of  tlie  Congregational  society  and  preiident  of  the  Y.  P.  C.  E.  aociety 
connected  with  the  church. 

He  waa  never  married. 
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The  flnt  book  of  original  clerk's 
records  now  in  existence,  begins 
with  the  year  1675.  That  a 
record  was  kept  during  the  previoos 
twenly-fiTe  yean  Mgiooing  with 
1650*  the  date  of  inoorporationf  is 
proven  by  the  follow  ino^  eztnots 
from  the  clerR's  records  ;  — 

''At  tx  lawfull  meeting  7  mnreh  75- 
76  it  is  ordered  that  the  selact  men 
shall  see  that  the  olde  book  the 
towtte  book  shall  be  tranescribed  Into 
the  new  book  and  that  the  land  on 
the  south  aid  the  Rpnrr  that  n&s 
layed  out  by  deiiibiiins*  to  the  seueral 
inhabetants  the  selact  men  shall  see 
thftt  ther  tots  be  Reooided  ecoordtog 
as  tha  ware  lade  out  voted. 

At  a  lawfnil  Towne  meting  the 
7th  of  march  1681  or  82.  The  Towne 
baa  Voated  that  ye  old  Towne  Booke 


shall  be  Trancribed  in  to  ye  new 
Towne  Booke  all  that  is  needfull  to 
be  don  k  that  is  not  all  redy  don. 

Voated. 

Lliut  pebody  &  John  Gould  are 
Chosen  to  Traucribe  ail  ye  old 
Towne  booke  in  tove  newe  Towne 
booke  as  ie  Needfnll  to  be  don 

Voated.'* 

These  earlier  records  were  trans- 
cribed  from  time  to  time  into  '^the 
new  book/'  and  are  found  inoorpo- 
rated  in  the  records  of  ti^e  current 
years  of  1675  to  1683.  In  the  fnl^ 
lowing  copy  I  have  arranged  these 
fragments  in  chronological  order, 
greati J  regretting  their  inooroplete- 
ness. 

Gno.  Fks.  Dow. 
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ACTS 

OF  THK 

GENERAL  COUBT  CONCERNING  XOPbFiELD. 


••WlMtMui  tiM  tnlMMtnite  of  Batom 

bave  agreed  to  plant  a  vlllap^e  neare  the 
rjrver  w'cb  nuw  to  Ipswicb,  it  is  ordered, 
tbtt  all  (be  land  n«>re  their  bomide,  be- 
tween Salem  &  the  ea(d  ryver,  not  be* 
longing  to  any  otber  towne  or  person,  bj 
any  former  grant,  ■hall  betoag  u»  the 
aald  viUege." 

Maas.  Colooy  Records. 

t  Nov.  IMi. 


"  Wh«>reaa,  at  the  Co'rt  hoalden  at  Boa- 
ton  the  4th,  7th  mo.  1639.  there  was  cer- 
talne  land  iyinu'  ueiiie  Ipswich  Ryver 
granted  for  i  vUiage,  eith'r  to  some  of  tbe 
inhahftanta  of  Aalem,  or  to  some  of  the 
inhabit iint.H  of  IpswicTi,  who  have  farmea 
near  unto  the  said  land,  to  bee  enioyed 
by  tbnae  who  Urst  aftiled  a  Tillage  there ; 
they  both  pmponntlln;:  for  It  toq;eih'r; 
how8«»ev'r  the  urd'r  mentioDf  th  ooly  8a 
lem  InhabUants,  A  rorai»macb  aa  th»  aaid 
Inhabitants  of  Ipswich  have  for  neare 
thta  two  years  procured  &  maintained 
one  tu  dispeoce  ibe  word  of  Ood  unto 
tbem,  Wch  thi  y  Intend  to  continue,  it  is 
therefo'e  orde*ed  4  granted,  tbat  Mr. 
Jno.  Evdecott  k  the  said  iohabltants  of 
Ipswicb.  viz.,  Mr  Bradstreete,  Mr.  8y- 
mi>nd8,  Mr  Whittingham,  Mr.  William 
Paine,  Mr.  Robert  Paine,  &  such  oth'r  of 
Ipewtcb  or  Salem  aa  they  shall  associate 
to  themaelvea,  shall  have  ltb*rtj  to  aettle 
a  village  neare  the  f  ryver  of  Ipswich, 
aa  it  may  bee  moat  cooveolent  for  tbem, 
tow*efathe  reteaaM  land  diall  belong. 
▼Iz.,  all  that  w'ch  Hfth  neare  the  -aid 
ryrer  (not  formerly  u ranted  to  any  towne 
or  pereoB),  provided  that  any  of  the  In* 
habitants  of  SR''^ni,  ^vho  have  fnrmes 
BSare  aoto  the  said  innci  now  ^aaied, 
diaQ  hare  liberty  tor  one  yeare  next 
eoOMtog  to  ioyne  with  the  aaid  viliage." 
Mass.  Colony  Becords. 

IT  Oct.  IMS. 


**0poii  ZuStmu  Oonldi  petition.  It  1e 

conceived  to  be  for  the  gen'rall  good,  & 
very  couTeoleot,  there  shuold  be  a  vii- 
lage  aboot  that  farme,  &  that  the  towne 
ofApawloh  should  further  tbem  theietn." 
Mass.  Colony  Records, 

»  May  ItU, 

"Forasmncb  as  ys  Co'rt  hath  forrn'rly 
granted  yt  yr  »<bou Id  be  a  village  upon 
Ipswich  Ryver,  ai  or  iit  are  a  place  called 
ye  New  Medowes,  &  foraamnch  aa  c'rteloe 
of  ye  fnbabltanta  of  Ipawfcb  who  have 
farme-*  improved  net-r  yruuto,  &  do  d«;- 
slre  yt  a  ininlst'r  might  be  settleed  yx  to 
dispence  ye  wovd  to  ye  present  lehabft- 
anta  ft  such  oth'ra  m8  ^^nI!  plant  ym- 
seiaea  at  ye  said  village,  whom  yet  not- 
w*th9tMndlng  they  are  no  wayea  able  In 
anv  c  imfortable  raunn'r  to  mainetalne  a 
mioiaLcT,  &  lit  defray  oth'r  neceaaary 
charieea  of  ye  place,  IT  wthaJl  ibey  should 
be  lyable  to  aii  other  ratea  &  pobllka 
charuea  of  ye  towne  of  Ipswich. 

Tbls  Co'rt  doth  thert  fore  hereby  order, 
yt  either  ye  whole  towne  of  Ipswich  shall 
equally  contribme  (w'th  such  oth'r  In- 
habitants as  have  liuds  lu  or  Deere  ye 
said  vlliag**)  to  je  malntenence  of  a  mla* 
later,  ft  all  other  pnbllke  charges  lee!- 
aeut  t »  such  a  vliiaf^f,  or  else  ye  rircsaUl 
iohabitants,  yt  have  ianda  neer  ye  aaid 
village,  ft  shsll  oontrlbnte  to  ye  main- 
teuance  of  a  mlnti^tor  .\  r,  &  oth'r  ncccs* 
sary  cbarges,  shalbe  rreed  I^om  all  man- 
ner of  rates,  charges,  or  contributions  to 
ye  towne  of  Ipawich  for  yr  land  or  tlOCk 
in  or  belonging  to  ye  aaid  village." 

Mass.  Colony  Recorda, 

1  Oct.  1646. 


"The  Co'rt  haveing  consld'red  of  ye 
great  «zpenc«  of  time  occasioned  by  aev'- 
rail  persons  bringing  their  snltes  to  ye 
Co'rt  to  be  tryed  here,  iblnke  it  meete 
that  Captain  Smyth  ahooM  paj  tfreoty 
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DoblM  for  defraying  ye  charge  of  ys 
Co'rt,  &  ye  lowne  oi  Ipswich  &  ye  petl- 
tioo'm  of  ye  Newe  Medowii  should  pay  6t 
for  ]r«  lima  their  caoM  tooke  up  Id  ts 
C>/rt,  tlfry  Hhiil'gs  ye  lowoe,  kttif  ehll* 
I'gs  ye  petUlon'rs." 

Mils.  Ckdonj  Becords, 
18  Oct. 


PetltloD  to  the  Qenecal  Conn* 

**Wee  Hambly  lotreate  this  honored 
Com  t  that  you  wold  bee  pleased  to  be- 
ttlow«"  a  uanie  Vp  >u  oure  Village  at  tbe 
new  niedo<«eH  at  Ipswicb  Which  wee 
snppose  may  bee  an  Incoragment  to 
other-4  to  Come  to  line  amongst  rstand 
alsoe  a  raeaiie-4  to  (urth.-r  a  mlulstry 
am>jogst  vA  wee  UiinJie  hempstet-d  wUe 
bee  a  lit  Dame  If  the  Ooart  plese  to  grat> 
Ule  TS  berewlUi. 

Will  Payne, 
Brian  Pendletoo, 

Zttcheous  Ooold." 

Mats.  ArcUvee,  112. 9. 

(The  depatles  granted  this  pptitlon, 
hot  the  miigi»traie8  »et  the  aciioo  aside 
and  thoogbt  flt  "It  should  be  called  Top* 
peiifleld."  To  ihls  decision  the  lower 
coort  then  agreed.   O.  F.  D.) 


**TlM  vitlftge  at  the  newe  medowee  at 
IfMWtCilia  named  ToppeaTelld." 

Maaa.  Colony  Becordai 

18  0et.l6IS. 


"Vppon  the  request  of  those  whom  It 
most  concemes,  the  Tillage  at  the  New 
Meddowes  at  IfMwiidi,  ahaibe  heDceftwIb 
called  Toppesfeild." 

Maas.  Colony  Records, 

S7  Get.  MM. 


"In  answer  to  the  petition  of  the  in- 
babitanM  of  Top^feild  it  la  ordered  bj 
this  Court  that  fh»ni  h«D«elbrCh  tiiey 
sbalbc  a  towne  &  have  powrr  within 
themselves  to  order  all  clviti  atlayres,  as 
otbw  townee  luwe.*' 

Haa>.  Colony  Records, 

le  Oct.  1650. 


"In  aDtf*r  to  the  reqo^st  of  Zacbeoe 

Gonld  and  Willi  nm  Ho^var  cl.  In  ibe  bf-halfe 
ofTop!«feUd,  the  Court  doth  graont  that 
Topenlld  aball  Arom  hraoefbrtb  be  a 
towne,  and  haue  power  within  thcm^ielns 
to  order  all  clvill  alfi^res,  as  other  townes 

Maie.  Colony  Records, 

18  Oct.  1650. 
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TOPSFIKJUU  TOWN  UH^CUKJDS. 


Hsnsh  25,  1659.  Jo«e|ih  Huchensoa,      Johu  Wildes, 

Wee  hose  Bftmee  m  Voder  Wrig-  WiUtam  Enm. 

hen  being  Ohoeen  and  Impowred  by         ^  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  the  3 

the  Iiifiribitanes  of  Snhirii  and  Tops-  ^'^y  of  ye  12  m  1059  it  is  ordrcd  and 

feild  to  tune  the  six  miles  Kxtent  » greed  Vpon  that  Mr.  Perkins  shall 

and  also  the  deuititouaii  Line  betwene  h&ue  tflfteene  acres  of  Laud  medow 

the  two  Townee  hftue  thus  agreed  <k»d  Vphiad  Lyini?  on  the  south  side 

and  determined,    natnly    that  wee  of  a  hill  Commonly  Gated  bare  bill  the 

!mne  nini»  the  six  inih^s  Extent  V'pon  Vpland  of  the  said  Land  is  by  way 

ihv.  uoie  west  and    by   nore  Which  of  exchaug  with  ye  Towue  for  a  per- 

euds  in  the  edg  ui  a  Swamp  of  John  t^^^l  of  Vpland  Lying  betweue  Mr. 

patnsms  Comooly  Called  the  great  Perkins  ffleld  and  Bfr.  Baker  honse 

ashing  Swamp  next  Vnto  a  hill  C  m    and  also  a  peroell  of  swampie  Land 

only  Called  by  the  nam.- uf  Walinut  A.Joyneiog  to  Mr.  Perkins  tlit>ld  at 

tree  hill  neere  Vato  perie  \Vijry;wainb  home  Voated. 

and  from   thence   haae  thus  fare       w    .     *  t  ^ 

At  a  lawful  Towne  raoetinfj:  yc  14 

of  uiareh   HlBl.    Whereas  Zacheas 


agreed  Vimmi  the   deaislonalt  Line 


Which  runs  Souwest  Westerly  to  the       "'r' V'        '        "f!^""^ .  '''iT 

riverside  Cornmonly  Called  bv  the  ^^i^  ^n^n  ^^^Tk'"''^'''^  '1^2' 

name  of  Ip^Hwich  riuer  Where' Wee  a^y  «8  1658 ded  then  my ne  bffl»elfe 

marked  tries  by  a  rock  towards  the  ;?^>  ^  his  estate  to  ye  towne  of  Tops- 

Estond  a  neck  of  Land  Comaouly  if'  ^'V?n'  , 
CaUed  Crumwels  neck  westwardlv  of  a  minister  be  seUed  m 

tho    ^-.w}    frees    Mv.rkH    and    (rom  ^""""^^y  ^P^^'  '"^^^'''^ 

thence  souwcbt  one  tmie  and  n  (,nar-  ^  ^       .^^^^V?'  u^"! 

ter  and  «o  on  aoftordin^  U>  th«  rul.  ^j^ndred  acres  which  he  bought  Of 


ter  and  so  on  aecordtug  to  the  rule 
that  Mr.  Joseph  Oaidner  mne  the 
aforesaid  deoisionall  Line,  and  from 


Mr.  William  Paine  that  he  now  lius 
Vppoii  to  Topsfleld  the  said  Zacheas 


the  MiT  miles  extent  toward  the  nor  %           preaanto  doth  for 

est   esterly  as  it  is  bounded  and  Excetntors  Admhlisti^ 

marked  one  mile  and  a  quarter  eud-  [''"^  «'  .asignes  guu  m  the  afoiesald 

:  ^  k«  .  kiii>i.ii^  u^s*^  fanne  nito  the  sad   fowne  for 


ing  at  a  swamp  by  a hiU Galled  Smith  --^u  Auwut.  lur  ener 

m  and  from  theSce  toward  the  est  ^^"^  pnneledges  and  apurUn- 

norest  endln-  Vpon  a  hil!  neer  Vnto  ^Pff  Ihereuu to  belonging. 


Wbenham  Casway,  and  no  toward 


Wfcnes  my  hand,  Zacheas  Gould. 


the  est  and  by  nore  one  hundreds  voatea. 

rods  ending  at  wenbam  medowside.  At  a  lawftiU  Towne  meeting  the  14 

Tbomaa  Ftotoame,  of  the  10  m  1661  The  inhabitents  of 

Abraham  Hedinrrton,  ye  Towne  hath  made  chovce  of  En- 

NathanillPutname,  John  Hedingtou,  signe  Howiet  Frances  pabodye  and 
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John  Bedington,  they  an  choten  for 
selectmen  for  the  yeer  folowing  to 

order  the  priuleutiall  afaires  of  the 
towne  and  to  setle  the  bounds  of  the 
towae  betwene  Salem  and  Topsfield 
and  alfio  to  teUe  the  boiiods  betweoQ 
theComen  (partage?)  and  Ts  and 
also  where  they  shall  se  any  wrong 
done  to  the  towne  hy  any  they  haue 
power  to  rectifie  by  sute  or  otherwise 

Voted. 

It  is  further  ordered  aad  herby 
they  are  impowred  to  lay  out  fiue 
handled  acre[8]  of  land  on  the  other 
side  of  the  riuer  to  rcmaine  common 
to  perpetuity  for  the  Yse  of  the  in- 
habitaotB  proaided  none  of  it  be 
medowland  Voted. 

It  18  further  ordered  that  the  afor- 
said  fiuehuudred  acres  of  laud  is 
Stated  to  the  inbabttants  of  tbeTown 
excepting  Ensigne  Howlet  as  one  to 

share  in  the  said  common  notwith- 
standing any  former  order  Voted 

It  is  also  ordered  and  the  said 

selcctTTipn  are  impowrof^  to  dcnide 
the  other  i)arte  of  tht'  cornniou  both 
medow  and  Vpiaad  on  the  other  side 
of  the  liner  into  three  eqnaU  denisions 

Voted. 


The  namw  of  the 

shall  share  in  it. 

Mr.  Bradstreet 
Mr.  Perkins 
Zacheas  Gould 
Mr.  Baker 
Tho'  l>orman 
ffrances  Pebodv 
Willi*  Euens 
DauieU  Clark 
Isacc  Cnmings  senr 
Isac  Comings  Jar 


commoners  that 

Tho'  P»'rkh]s 
Tho'  Browning 
Jacob  Towne 
Isace  Estey 
Willi'  Towne 
Edmond  Towne 
Matthew  Standly 
Anthony  Carell 
(f  ranees  Bates 
John  How 


Ensigne  Howlet  Edmond  Bredges 
Willi'  Smith  WiUi'  Nichdse 

Mr.  Endicoat  Vseltone  lot 

John  Wiles  Lumpkins  fnrme 

John  Redington  Rob't  Andrews  land 

Voted. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen 
march*  10,  166^  Whereas  Zacheas 
GoQld  at  a  Towne  meeting  in  f  ebra« 
ary  ye  23.  day  1658.  ded  then  Joyne 
himselfe  with  his  eptat  to  ye  Towne 
of  Topsfield  for  seuen  years  or 
terme  of  his  life  or  vntell  a  minister 
be  seded  in  Rowley  Vilag  doth  now 
being  at  a  meeting  of  the  selectmen 
of  Topsfield  giue  his  Feirme  of 
threehundred  acres  wh'ch  he  liue 
ypon  into  Topsfield  foreoer  with  al 
the  priaeledges  A  apurtenances 
therennto  belonging — Zacheas  Gonld. 

At  a  lawAil  Towne  meeting  ye  14 
of  march  1661 

WhereRB  Zacheas  Gould  at  a 
Towne  meeting  in  february  2S<  1658 
ded  then  joyne  himselfe  with  his  estate 
to  ye  Towae  of  Topsfield  for  seaen 
yeers  or  terme  of  his  life  or  Vntell  a 
minister  be  isetled  in  Rowley  Vila^e 
doth  now  at  a  Towne  meeting  giue  m 
his  feirme  of  threehundr^  acres 
which  he  bought  of  Mr.  William 
Paine  that  he  now  lines  Vpon  to 
Topsfield.  the  said  Zacheas  Gould 
by  these  presants  doth  for  himselfe 
his  Excetntors  Administrators  or 
asignes  giue  in  the  aforesaid  farme 
into  the  said  Towne  for  etier  with  all 
the  priueledges  and  apurtinances 
therennto  l^longing^ — witnes  my 
hand 

Voted.  Zacheas  Goold. 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  the 
15  of  Jenoarj  1663  the  Inhabitanoa 
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of  Ttpiftia  hatii  granted  llMrrlglil 

Ib  ik  percell  of  Common  Land  by 
way  of  excb&Dge  for  Land  of  John 
How  aquiaalant  to  the  said  percell 
of  Land  to  Lje  CoQuen&ot  to  ihe 
CoBunoB  for  Common,  and  tho  aatd 
Inbabitance  hath  ChoMn  ffralnoea 
pebody  John  Wilds  and  Thomas 
parkins  to.Lay  out  the  a  boue  bd  Land 

VuaLed. 

The  lobabitaoce  hath  a  greed 
With  Thomas  Baker  to  Exchange 
two  acres  of  Land  neere  to  the 
meeting  house  for  Land  aqueuelante 
there  vnto  neere  the  sd  Thomas  Ba- 
ker honae,  the  Towue  hath  Chosen 
ffralnoea  pebody  and  Daniell  Hooey 
and  the  ad  Thomas  Baker  hath 
Chosen  John  Gould  and  John 
Wilds  to  Lay  out  tlte  aboue  said 
p'rsells  of  Land — Voated. 

At  a  lawful!  Towne  meeting  the 
7.  march  1664.  It  is  ordered  that 
the  timber  of  the  fivehiindred  acres 
of  common  lauds  on  the  other  side 
of  the  riuer  which  is  to  remaine 
eommon  to  perpetuity  la  tobede- 
uided  by  John  Wiles  Willi  Anorell 
Thomas  Baker  &  cdmond  Towne  or 
either  three  of  them  into  three 
equiiU  proportions  as  two  foure  & 
six  aeoording  to  that  mla  to  be  de- 
uided  voted 

It  is  also  ordered  that  al  the  com- 
mooors  of  the  Towne  shall  hane  a 
ahare  in  the  commou  on  the  other 
aid  of  the  riuer  with  the  timber 
whicli  is  to  be  deuided  aceotdio[g] 
to  the  rule  as  is  here  expressed 
namely  that  thos  which  pay  to  the 
mioesters  rat[e^  made  ia  the  year 
IM4 ;  fluty  shilmgs  Sb  upwafd  sbal 
kaoe  one  of  the  greater  shares  and 
vndtr  finety  ahilhiga  to  twenty»  skal 


hiiii  n  inidlo  ataro  and  vadtr  twentf 
sbttings  one  of  the  least  shares 

voted 

DOW  these  are  the  names  of  thoee 

men  that  ware  then  Rated  that  yeare 
1664  and  thar  saueral  soms  as  tha  ar 
in  that  Rate  and  rite  in  this  land 
2Sachena  and  John  goold  04-08-08 
mr  thomas  baker  03-17-05 
danei  Clark  01-04-05 
thomas  darmansenr  03-03-00 
f ranees  pabody  04-05-03 
decoD  houey  01-08-06 
William  P'euens  02-11-00 
Isack  Cotnings  senr  00-13-Od 
Isack  Comings  iunar  01*08-00 
Enaigne  howlat  01-06-09 
aotoni  Carol  00-11-01 
thomas  perkings  02-19-07 
thomny  aneril  nnd  thomas  01-14-02 
hobes  ou  nii  Urodstreets  laud  01-03-00 
John  RedingtoQ  08-05-09 
thomaa  browning  0 1-06-00 

John  wiles  01-12-10 
William  smith  00-18-08 
Edmau  bridges  00-15-03 
Jacob  towne  01*04-05 
Isack  Este  00-19-06 
William  towne  00-04-02 
and  .Joseph  towne  01-08-05 
Edmau  towne  01-08-09 
mathew  atanle  00-15-06 
William  nicoles  01-!  2  09 

mr.  William  Perkeings  O-2-(j;i.09 
mr  £ndioot  01-02-00 
John  how  00-19-00 
Bobart  androa  00-1 3*00 

franoes  bates  00-09-00 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 
9  desmber  1H^4.  It  is  ordrcd  aud 
agreed  Vpou  that  ye  luhabitance  of 
too  Towne  hath  apoyented  the  first 
third  day  of  march  next  and  so  ye 
ficst  third  day  of  march  the  next 
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yeare  folowing  and  so  from  yeare  to 
yeare  to  Continue  Vutill  such  time 
as  the  Towne  shall  see  Causes  to 
alter  It,  for  to  Chose  ofeeere  for  the 
Caryiog  on  ye  Townes  afares  and 
other  matters  of  Concerment  which 
nesesarly  fales  in  to  be  doo  on  that 
day  Voated 

At  a  Lawful!  Totvne  meeUng  on 
ye  6  day  of  march  1665 

Sosigue  Howlett  and  Lfat  Pebo- 
dy are  Chosen  to  Exchange  some  of 
the  Townf^s  Common  Land  neere  to 
Luke  Weakiius  with  Thomas  Per- 
kins for  Land  of  his  to  make  hfs 
Line  straight  for  his  Oonueniance  of 
fencing  and  not  to  damniOe  the 
Towoe  Voated 

ffranoes  pebody  Thomas  perkios 
and  John  Redington  .iie  Chosen  by 
the  Inhabitance  of  the  Towne  to 
Lay  OQt  fifty  acres  of  Land  for  the 
V»e  of  the  ministrey  at  Topsfield 
Wee  nccoidingly  haue  doi>  it  Wee 
haue  Laid  out  fifty  acres  in  medow 
and  Vplaud :  where  as  there  is 
senee  two  e[alcre  of  this  ffiafty  it 
being  medow  Lying  hetwene  mudey 
sprieng  and  Luke  Wnkling  srinene  to 
Mr.  Capen  seuce  at  a  ginerall  Towne 
meeting  by  a  ginerall  Voate  of  the 
Towne:  and  a  stripe  of  medow  one 
ye  nnrivest  side  of  bare  hill  wee 
Layed  it  for  eaight  eacrs  be  it  more 
or  Less:  and  a  Lcnen  eacres  of 
Vplaod  one  the  sooth  side  of  bare 
bUl  a  Jodioging  to  the  bonse  and 
twenty  nine  eackres  of  Vpland  Liing 
one  ye  south  of  mr  perkins  field  that 
is  by  ye  meeting  house  and  a  plaiue 
Commonly  Galea  the  bars  bill  plaioe 
one  ye  nore  west  end  and  ye  Towne 
Common  one  ye  southwest  side  and 
ye  Towne  Common  one  ye  east  or 


sontbeast  end  to  mr  peridns  Land* 

flfralnees  pebody  Thomas  perkins 
and  John  Wilds  Deputed  by  the 
Towne  to  Vew  A  percell  of  Land 
Which  Edmond  Bridges  desiered  to 
hsoe  of  the  Towne  Wee  bane  no 
don  sod  bounded  it  as  followetfa 
from  the  Riner  About  A  Valry  that 
is  in  the  Island  according  as  the 
trees  are  marked  A  tree  that  stands 
in  A  poynt  of  nx&es  Close  by  the 
Riuer  and  so  from  tree  to  tree  as 
thuy  be  marked  oner  to  the  sid  of  the 
Vpland  to  the  other  sid  of  the  swamp 
so  wee  bane  marked  trees  aU  aLoog 
as  the  swamp  goeth  as  the  trees  are 
marked  to  the  Riuer  Againe  at  the 
Vpper  end  of  th«  medow  next  the 
Bridge,  for  and  in  Consideration  of 
this  Lsad  the  said  Edmond  BrMm  - 
is  to  aLowe  the  Towne  thnrty  ire 
shilings 

the  fift  11m  1665     Edmond  Bridges  * 

At  a  Lawful!  Tftwripmcetin^  the 
19  of  march  16G6-7  ordred  by  the 
Inhabitance  that  all  fences  about 
Oome  ffeilds  with  in  ye  bonnds  of 
the  Towne  shall  be  made  of  fine 
railes  and  thay  shall  be  well  plased 
and  wiiat  other  fence  is  set  Vp  by 
any  shall  be  equiuelant  to  a  fine 
rails  fence  and  to  bee  set  Vp  and  la 
^ood  repare  by  ye  twenty  of  aprfell 
next  and  so  to  Continue  from  time 
to  time  Vntel  such  time  as  ye  Towne 
see  Case  to  alter  it  on  penaltieof 
paying  one  shiling  a  day  as  a  fine 
for  euery  day  defect  Isacke  Estey 
and  WilliflTn  Smith  are  Chosen  to 
Vew  the  sd  fences  and  take  the  fines 
the  one  halfe  for  the  Townes  vaa 
the  other  halfe  lor  themielaes  not 
withstanding  any  fonner  Towne 
order.  Voated 
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Thomaii  uerkins  flranciea  pebody 
and  John  Goald  «to  Gbosen  to  Yew 
and  a  giw  wUfa  Daniell  Bonnan  for 
a  hie  way  betweoe  William  Aaeiiell 

bouse  and  the  mill  throw  his  ground 
ad  Liiey  thali  see  mont  Cooueuyaat 

At  a  LawfoU  Towne  meeting  ya 

8  of  Apriell  1667 

The  Towne  hath  granted  Liberty 
to  Wiliiam  Aueriell  and  Daniell 
Bormaa  to  make  a  dame  at  the  mile 
brooke  a  rode  and  e  lielfe  ebone  the 
bridge  to  float  there  medow  prontded 
it  be  no  dunige  to  the  Towne 

Voted. 

ffrainces  pebody  John  Gould  and 
Joho  Bediiigtou  are  Cboaeo  to  Vew 
and  Lay  out  a  hie  way  ftom  the 
meeting  honae  to  Mr*  EndicKat 
fteme  aofleaat  for  Carta  Voted 

At  a  Lawful!  meeting  ye  29  of 
Apriell  1667  It  is  ordered  that  ye 
house  aud  land  apionted  and  Laid  out 
for  ye  Ves  of  ye  mioisterey  shall  so 
remaine  aa  abone  aaid  for  Ener  and 
that  this  order  be  leoocded  in  ye 
Coanty  records  Voted 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meptinu  ve 

9  of  July  1667  The  Inhabitance  of 
ye  Towne  hath  Left  to  ye  deacretion 
of  tiie  aeleelmen  or  maior  paiiof 
tfaem  to  Lay  oat  a  hie  way  from  ye 
Common  ground  Which  Lys  on  yo 
south  sid  of  mile  brooke  ouer 
againtB  Goodman  Dorman  and 
fargt  pebodya  to  BnalgiM  Hmriett 
brooke  notwithstanding  any  for- 
mer Towne  order  Whataoeoer 

Voted 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 
31  desember  1667  The  Towne  hath 
a  greed   tbaft   boneaoeoer  ehaU 


ether  fale  or  lope  any  tree  great  or 
amale  witfate  twenty  pole  ctf  the 

meeting  house  shall  pay  to  ye 
Townes  Vse  twenty  dlilings  for 
euery  such  defalt  Voted 

The  three  men  namly  ffranciee 
pebody  Thomas  perkins  and  John 
Wilds  whiofa  were  chosen  by  ye 
Towne  to  Exchang  a  peroeU  of 

Land  with  John  How,  according  to 
our  order  we  haue  Exchanged  alK>ut 
three  <vcres,  wee  haue  Layed  out 
eaight  rods  Wide  at  one  end  next 
John  How  and  almoet  nine  rode  at 
the  other  end,  at  ye  end  of  Mr  per- 
kins T.nnd  next  John  ffrench  border* 
ing  Vpoii  the  Common. 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeliug  ye 
.18  day  nouember,  1668.  ffraiuces 
pebody  John  Grould  John  Wilda 
Thomae  Baker  and  Edmon  Townes 

are  Chosen  thny  or  ye  Maior  part  of 
them  to  Lay  out  niid  deiiide  the  Com- 
mon on  Salam  side  of  the  Riuer  all 
that  Which  la  to  be  denfded  notwith- 
standing any  former  Choose  or 
Towne  order  nf^oording  to  the  Towne 
order  made  in  the  yeare  1664.  Voted. 

At  a  Lawfdll  Towne  meeting  ye 
15  Jeuewory  lG6tf,  The  Inhabitance 
of  the  Towne  hath  giuen  Samuel 
Howlett  an  innitation  to  Come  in  to 

the  Towne  and  set  Vp  his  trade 
of   smithing   to  doe  ye  Townes 

wiirkf  \'(.)atod. 

:i|)on  Considratton  yt  Samuel 
Howlett  prumisoth  to  ye  Towne  to 
Gome  and  aet  Vp  faia  trade  in  the 
Towne  and  doe  there  Woike  tiny 
h fine  giuen  to  hhn  four  eacra  of 
Lund  Vpon  the  Common  hill  next  to 
Wiliium  6mith  and  John  ffrainch 
Land  Voted. 
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Thomas  perkios  John  ffranoh  A 

John  Redington  are  Chosen  to  Lay 
out  the  a  boue  said  fouer  eacra  of 
Laud  to  Samuel  Hewlett 

We©  Whose  Numes  are  Under 
Wrighteen  being   Cboeen   by  the 

Towne  ye  13  of  Nonember  1668  to 

deiuede  ye  Comman  one  Salam  side 
of  ye  liitier  all  that  Which  is  to  bee 
deluded  uot  withstaudiug  any  ioi  iner 
Choacb  or  Towoe  order  aooordiug  to 
the  Towne  order  made  in  ye  yeare 
1661 :  and  according  to  the  Rule  ye 
Towne  apiunted  iu  ye  yeare  1664.  to 
deuide  ye  Cotumou  by  wee  haue  don 
et  as  foleth  in  to  three  Deoisione  m 
ye  Towne  ordered  in  ye  yeare  1664 
and  as  there  senerall  proportions 
was  by  there  Rate  to  ye  minister  in 
ye  yeare  1664  bee  that  paid  fifiuty 
ehiUnfi(8  one  of  ye  great  shareH  and 
hee  that  paid  vuder  ffiuty  to  twenty 
one  of  ve  midell  shares  and  hee  that 
paid  vuder  twenty  sbilings  a  singell 
share : 

The  Laud  Lyea  iu  two  parceil  the 
forst  part  is  Bounded  Twowards  ye 
West  with  mr  Endickat  Lund  and 
Twowards  ye  south  with  ffaruier 
porters  Lund  and  Twowards  the  east 
with  Joseph  Porters  Laud  and  Salam 
Une  and  Twowards  ye  North  with 
ye  Cowe  Comman  be  Longing  to 
Topseild.  The  8eckf)iid  purcell  is 
boundea  with  Mr  Kndickat  Land 
Twoward  ye  North  aud  Twowards 
ye  Weast  with  ye  Biuer  Commonly 
G^ed  Ipswich  Riner  and  Twowards 
ye  south  with  Land  that  Llint 
Thomas  Putnam  Layes  Clame  U)  & 
Land  of  William  Uobes  and  easterly 
with  ye  land  of  ffarmer  porter  Jb 
William  Hobes  his  Land :  and  where 
wee  did  find  parson  or  parsons  that 


ware  Dead  or  had  sould  them  selves 

out  of  ye  Towne  before  wee  deuided 
ye  Land  we  Layed  ye  deuistion  of 
Common  Land  that  was  ordered  to 
bedeaied  to  ye  Inhobatants  in  ye 
yeare  1661  to  ye  Land  of  those  that 
ware  entred  in  ye  Towne  Rooke 
Namely  Zncheus  Gould  was  Dead 
wee  Layed  his  deuisiou  to  his  Land 
and  seuerall  others  that  ware  ether 
Dead  or  eles  had  sould  all  there 
housing  and  Land  in  Tuiisfield  ^rce 
Layed  out  noe  Land  to  any  that  was 
gone  out  of  ye  Towne  but  to  ye 
Land  that  they  had  or  did  Line  one 
in  Topseild  when  the  acte  was  past 
by  ye  Towne  in  ye  yeare  1661. 

The  Bredth  of  ye  I^ts  iti  the  yt 
first  deuistion  is  as  foleth  beging  at 
mr  endichat  Land 

I  forat  lot  is  six  rod  short  of  ye 
Bonnd  tree   betweene  ye  Cow 

Common  A  ye  Lot. 
'2  \A)t  is  twenty  6  rod  brode 
8  lot  is  twenty  two  rod  brod 
4  lot  is  ninteene  rod  brod 
6  lot  is  sizteene  rod  brod 

6  lot  is  foorteene  rod  bcod 

7  lot  is  threeteen  rod  brod 

8  lot  is  tweuelo  rod  brod 

9  lot  is  a  Leuuu  rod  &  ahaifu  brod 

10  lot  a  Leanene  rod  brod 

I I  lot  is  ten  rod  &  ahalfe  brod 

12  lot  is  ten  rod  broad 

13  lot  is  nine  rod  &  three  quarters 
brod 

14  lot  is  nine  rod  A  6ue  foot  brod 

15  lot  is  nine  rod  &  fine  foot  brod 

IG  lot  is  eaight  road  &  a  halfe  broad 

1 7  lot  is  eaight  rod      an  a  quarter 
brud 

18  lot  is  eaight  road  broad 

1 9  lot  is  seoene  road  an  three  qaartere 
l)road 
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lol  it  mm  iMd  Ml  thiM  qnattom 

broad 

21  lot  is  seuijue  roil  &  a  halfe  brod 

22  lot  is  souene  rod  aa  a  halfe  brod 

23  lot  is  six  rod  an  three  quarters  brod 

24  lot  is  six  rod  an  a  quarter  brod 
95  lot  It  aix  rod  and  halfe  m  quarter 

brod 

26  lot  is  six  rod  an  halfe  a  quarter 

brod 

27  lot  is  six  rod  au  two  loot  brod 
S8  lot  ia  six  rod  brod 

29  lot  is  six  rod  wanting  two  flfoot 
80  lot  is  fiue  rod  au  twrllc  ffoot  brod 
31  lot  is  Hue  rod  an  Leueue  foot  four 

enchies 
92  lot  ia  fine  rod  an  ten  foot 
83  lot  Is  fiue  rod  an  nine  foot 

34  lot  is  fine  rod  an  eaight  foot  an  a 
halfe 

35  lot  is  fine  rod  an  a  halfe 
86  lot  is  fine  rod  an  a  halfe 

37  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe 
88  lot  in  tiiH'  rod  an  a  halfe 

39  lot  lb  hue  rod  an  a  halfe 

40  lot  is  fine  rod  an  a  halfe 

41  lot  is  floe  rod  an  a  halfe 

42  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe 
48  lot  ia  tine  rod  an  a  halfe 

44  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe 

45  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe 

46  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe 

47  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe 

48  lot  is  fiue  rod  an  a  halfe 

49  lot  is  fiue  rod  au  a  halfe 
the47lotaadye48IolanY649  lot 
is  to  haue  all  ye  Land  from  48 
lot  to  Joseph  porterp  T;ine  andSalara 
r.ine  to  .loHfph  porter  marked  tree  a 
Litteii  vnxyasi  of  wheelc  brooke  at  ye 
Nofweat  end  of  his  ye  sd  potter 
fanne  and  these  three  Lots  namely 
ye :  47  :  :  19  :  Lot  is  to  bee  fiue 
rod  an  a  halfe  broad  apece  apon  ye 


Cow  Common 

50  lot  is  twenty  rod  broad  beeoaie 

ye  Land  shortens 

51  lot  is  twenty  two  rod  broad 

52  lot  is  twenty  fooer  rod  broad 

58  lot  is  to  haue  all  to  Joseph  porter 
Line  of  that  deaistion  of  Land 

54  lot  is  to  rune  downe  by  ye  Coue 
Common  and  but  one  ye  medoe  downe 
twordsDeokon  Thomas  perlcfais  ye 
bread  of  et  ia  ten  rod  and  et  dos  biit 

at  ye  other  end  a  gaints  ve  5;^  lot. 
56  lot  ruing  by  yc  sid  of  ye  54  kit 
being  t<m  rod  broad 

56  lot  meing  as  ye  a  bone  ad  being 
ten  rod  broad 

57  lot  rnoiriir      ye  a  bone  sd  lotS 
being  ten  lo  i  broRd 

58  lot  is  tweiue  rod  broad 

89  lot  is  Ifiueeteene  rod  broad  be- 
case  wee  conseaue  et  dos  shorten  by 
Joseph  porters  Land  and  Salania 
Land 

There  is  a  smale  stripe  of  Land 
Lefte  by  ye  Last  Lot  and  Salam 
Line  ye  mehig  is  et  tie  betwene  ye 

59  lot  aod  Salam  Line : 

The  seckoud  deuistion  being  that 
wee  Gale  Stickey  niedoe  begia^  mr 
endiokat  ffarme  vp  to  that  Land  as 
Lliut  Thomas  pntman  Layes  dame 
the  I^ts  batting  apon  farmer  porter 
Land  and  soc  ruing  to  ye  BiaerCaled 
Ipswich  Riuer  wesword 
there  is  ffiuty  fiue  of  these  Lots  Laid 
ont  floe  rod  and  a  halfe  broad  these 
ffiatey  fiue  Lots  bntone  ffanner  porter 
Lntid  hv]r)'^  nt  fine  rod  and  ahalfe 
broad  ut  UuiL  vnd  iiiid  at  vf  Rinor 
fouer  rod  uu  u  iiaile  biuad  tixert:  is 

f oner  Lota  more  that  dos  bat  apon 

William  Hobes  la  lalidand  at  Will : 

Hobes  Land  thay  are  seuentecne  rod 
an  a  halfe  broad  so  Buiing  vp  to 
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Lllat  Thomaa  putaAm  Une. 

Wee  whos  hands  are  voder  wrigh- 
teen  do  Testific  that  wee  haue  Laid 
out  ;e  Lots  as  is  here  id  ezpresed 

Witness  oar  hands 
Dated  march  1668      John  Gould 

Thomas  Baker 
Johu  wills 
francies  paboiiy 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 
2  march  1668  or  69. 

The  Towne  hath  a  greeed  that  it 
shall  be  Leagall  waring  for  Euery 
Teme  or  parson  that  is  warned  to 
hie  way  work  by  the  seruaiers  or 
there  order,  the  aeraaiers  or  ther 
order  shall  giue  two  dayea  or  two 
nights  at  Least  warinp:  to  euerey  teme 
and  person  thay  shall  warne  into  hie 
way  worke,  and  fariier  the  Towne 
hatii  ordred  yt  any  teme  warned  as 
aboae  said  by  ye  semaiera  or  there 
order,  shall  refuse  or  niglect  to 
atend  the  Towaea  seruies  which 
they  are  thus  Caled  Vnto  Shall  pay 
senene  sbiling  for  each  dayes  niglect 
as  afine  for  ye  Townes  Vese,  and 
also  the  parsons  so  warned  as  aboiie 
said,  and  shall  refuse  or  niglect  ye 
seruies  thay  are  Caled  to  doe  shall 
pay  as  atlne  for  ye  Towne  Vse  two 
shillings  six  pence  a  man  for  euerey 
day  niglect  the  which  fines  the  ser- 
uayers  shall  gather  Vp  with  out 
parshaliety  and  give  in  tbre  a  Connte 
to  ye  Towne  at  a  Tewne  meeting 

Voted* 

The  Towne  hath  exceppected  Wil- 
liam Nicklas  and  John  Nicklas  and 
William  Hobes  from  hie  Way 
worke  in  ye  Towne  apon  Considra- 
tion  thay  Liae  remoate:  and  apon 
Gon<Ution  thay  mak  there  one  hie 
wayeato  Topsfeid  Bridge  nere  to 


Joaepli  Towns  hie  house  Voted. 

It  is  also  ordered  and  agreed  apon 
With  Ensi(:;ne  Thomas  Howlott  that 
thay  will  make  and  maiutaine  a 
bridge  ouer  ye  Brooke  by  Ensigoes 
bonse  in  ye  way  as  wee  goe  to  Ips* 
wich  ye  one  balfe  to  be  don  by  the 
Towne  and  the  other  halfe  by  ye  sd 
Knsigne  Voted. 

At  a  Towne  Meeting  ye  11  of  ye 
Sm.  1669.  Liut  ffrainces  pebody 
Ensigns  John  Gkinld  Bdmond 
Townes  Thomas  Baker  &  John 
Wilds  being  Chosen  to  deuide  ye 
Common  on  ye  other  side  of  ye 
River :  accordingly  haue  don  it  and 
declared  ye  same  to  ye  Towne  at  a 
Towne  meeting  and  is  excepted  by 
ye  Towne  Voted. 

and  also  they  banc  agreed  to  Cast 
Lotes  for  it  that  euery  cue  There  by 
may  know  what  is  his  Chare  and 
Where  it  Lyes  Voted 

The  Towne  hath  ordered  yt  the 
h^hway  which  Lyeth  on  ye  south 
sid  of  Mr  pcrkins  his  house  and  Lot 
flfrom  William  Aueriell  house  to  ye 
Common  shall  be  Laid  downe  and 
one  other  Way  one  ye  north  side  of 
the  said  bonse  and  Land  ibatt  be 
Laid  out  and  ye  Towne  has  Chosen 
Lint  f?rainoes  pebody  Ensi^no  John 
Gould  and  Thomas  perkins  to  Lay 
out  ye  said  hicway  Voted. 

The  Inhabitance  being  meet  togatb- 
er  to  Oast  Lotes  yteaery  one  yt  hatha 
share  in  ye  Oommon  Land  may  know 
what  his  share  is  and  where  it  Lyes, 
the  Ix)t8  which  are  Cast  are  in  order 
as  folowetb  the  Orst  Lot  which  is 
next  Mr  Bndickat  medow  and  the 
Cow  Common  and  yt  euerey  mans 
ahare  whether  aingell  dobell  or 
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trebelle  shsU  Ly  to  gather  in  £aeh 
dadtioa  to  em  puty,  y«  fkmt 
Lot  fmies  to  Zacheus  Gould  Land  ye  2 

to  Vsaltons  Land  ye  3    to  William 
Nicklas  ye  4  to  Jacob  Towncs  ye  5 
to  John  Bedingtoa  ye  6  to  laaoke 
OmiBfi  Jmjm  7  to  Mr  B«lnt» 
Lnd  y€  8  to  Tlanai  Doomhi  ye  9 
to  John  Wlldfl  ye  10    to  William 
Smitii  ye  11  to  Thomas  Browing  ye 
12  to  Mr  Endickat  ye  13  to  mathu 
StABlcry  ye  14  to  Antony  Cetell  lead 
ye  15  to  leacke  Cstey  ye   16  to 
ff ranees  Rates  Land  ye  17  to  Mr 
Bradntroet  Laud  ye  18  to  Thotnus 
perkiuu  ye  19  to  iiobard  Aadrowg 
Land  ye  20  to  Uamklne  IM  ye  91 
to  Edmon  Townes  the  2i  to  William 
Eurnesl^nd  ye  '2:^  to  Joseph  Townes 
ye  24  t«)  John  How  ye  25  to  Edinond 
liridgett  house  that  he  had  had  in 
To|ieeOd  in  the  yenr  64  ye  M  to 
to  ftminces  pcbody  ye  27  to  mr  par- 
kins ye  2H  to  Duntell  Clarke  ye  29 
to  EnsiptK-  Mcwii'tt  v*^  30  to  Isftcke 
Cominga  btur  uud  ^  fur  ye  LoU  of 
tlw  Other  deofokm  wUoh'ye  ttiokey 
medmr  b  pai  t  of  in  Loted  out  after 
this  order  as  fah  th  to  each  party  or 
each  pRrtvfH  Land  at*  there  eeuerall 
Lots  Ly    :  :i  &  4. 

Mr  Bradstreet  share  to  his  Land  is 
oomber  OS  lir  Endickat  share  to  his 


LnndieSft 

Mr  Perkine  I  n 

Mr  Baker  12 

Tho  Dot  man  15 

flrancs  pebody  29 

WmBiieiMe  ihwe  87 

DaaieU  Clarke  OS 
Isaoke  Comings  Rcnr                  "  18 

I  Hack  e  Comings  Jur  14 

Ensign  Howktt  Oti 

WmSntth  17 


ffrnnoes  Bates  share  It 

John  Wilde  80 

John  Bedingtoa  SO 

Tho  :  pcrkins  S4 

Tho:  Browing  SS 

John  How  1# 
ZMheiieQonld8iuue[h]ieLMid  01 

Jacob  Townee  04 

Isacke  Estey  05 

William  Townes  06 

Edmond  Townes  21 

Mirtlui  etftDdly  10 
Aathooy  GernU  ■hen  to  hie  Lend 

fn  ye  Towne  is  07 
Edmond  Bridgea  nhure  to  his 

house  and  Land  in  ye  Tuwne 

iein  00 

Will  Nicklas  SS 

Vseltons  share  to  his  liend  in 

ye  Towne  11 

Llumkinii  Land  2S 

Robud  Androws  SO 


At  a  Uawfan  Towae  meeting  15th 
Noumber  1669.    Jacob  Townes  A 

Josepli  Townes  arc  Chosen  to  Lay 
out  a  highway  fifrom  ye  Bridge  oner 
ye  Riaer  by  William  Townes  of  one 
pole  wide  to  WfOian  Nicklas  ffarma 
Which  he  Liue  apon  and  also  to 
William  Hobes  Land  Voted. 

Jacob  and  Joseph  Townes  being 
Choeeo  to  Lay  out  a  highway  from 
the  Bridge  oner  ye  Haer  Dy  WiUiaai 
Townes  of  one  pole  Wide  to  WHliam 
Nicklas  farrac  wliich  he  Liues  apone 
and  albo  to  iUiam  Hobei  haue 
acordingly  don  rt. 

At  a  Lawful!  Towne  meeting  ve  ^ 
of  Jeaewaiy  1670,  Tho  Towae  hath 
oidered  ye  Claifca  to  laoorda  the 

Lotes  Which  are  one  ye  otlier  side 
of  the  riuer  according  to  the  derex- 
tious  that  ye  Commity  Chosen  for 
tlio  Laying  out  of  ye  aaid  Loto  ohatt 
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denote  Um  Voted. 

Lliiit  thtilncee  pebody  BnsigDe 
John  Gould  and  Thomas  perkins 

being  Chosen  by  ye  Towne  to  Lay 
out  a  highway  through  part  of  Wil- 
liam Auerieil  Laud  and  through  part 
of  DanleU  Bocman  Land  to  the 
Northward  side  of  Mr  perkins 
home  ffeild  baue  Rccoi-dinglj  don  it 
ye  Which  highway  is  Laid  out  from 
the  Vpper  End  of  William  Auerieil 
orchaid  one  rod  an  a  halfe  wide  to 
ye  afore  said  northward  side  of  Ur 
perkins  his  feiid  and  so  through 
Dauiell  Borman  Land  one  ye  north- 
ward  Bid  of  Mr  perkins  ffeild  to  the 
former  highway  agaioe. 

At  a  Lawf all  Towne  meetinft  ye  7 

miucli  \CuO  or  71. 

The  Towne  has  irapowred  the  sec- 
lectmeu  to  petition  to  the  Court  to 
git  ye  Bridge  ouer  ye  Reiuer  by  old 
Goodman  Townes  to  be  maintained 
one  ye  Coanty  a  Count.  Voted 

The  Towne  is  wHIinn'  that  Lliut 
pebody  shonld  set  vp  a  saw  mille 
prouideii  it  do»  not  doe  Uumige  to 
any  of  the  Towne  men  in  there  med* 
owes  Voated 

It  was  Voated  thnt  yt*  Towne 
should  yearely  Chose  there  Clarke 
for  ye  Towne  and  also  there  seclect- 
men  by  papers 

The  Town  has  granted  Liberty  and 
impowered  ye  seclectmen  in  the  be- 
half e  of  ye  Towne  to  agree  with 
Lliut  pebody  about  the  Riges  Ether 
by  saile  or  rent  aa  thay  see  gcod 

Voted 

At  a  LawfuU  Towne  meeting  ye  14 
noumber  1671 .  The  Inhabitnnec  of 
Topsfeiid  has  mainfestcd  by  a  V  oate 
that  thay  doe  not  deaier  that  oar 
Neaighabera  of  yeVilige  whiohdoe 


oidenerly  here  the  Word  of  god 
amongst  ¥s  should  pay  or  be  Charged 

With  ye  maintaing  of  it  in  Topsfeild 
noe  Longer  then  till  it  please  god 
thay  be  abeU  to  maintaine  ye  word  a 
mongst  themaetiiea  and  haoe  a  min- 
ister settled  amongst  them^lues  tm 
to  deapeaoe  ye  woid  of  God  to  them 

Voted 

At  a  Llawfoll  Towne  meeting  ye  ^ 

march  1671  or  72. 

The  Towne  has  also  Voated  that 
ye  Viligera  shall  bane  LUberty  to  set 

Vp  a  house  for  to  shelter  there  hors- 
es in  nccro  to  ye  meeting  house 
Where  ye  seclectmen  and  thay  shall 
thinks  ftte  or  most  CoDuineat  and 
also  a  house  for  to  shelter  tbem- 
selues  in  witi»  a  tior  in  it  dm  ritig  so 
Louge  aa  thay  doe  Contriul^nte  to  ye 
roinisterey  here  in  iopstield  accord- 
ing to  wliat  thay  liaae  mencned 
Vnder  there  hands  and  also  the 
Towne  has  aiirnited  and  aLowed  of 
ye  Vilipers  to  haue  a  Voce  and  Coyce 
of  a  ministerey  here  in  Topsfeild  as 
the  Towne  tbemielaes  haae  daring 
the  time  of  there  Oonttiubntiog  to  ye 
ministersy  Ui  Topsfeild  Voated 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 
18  :  1  in  :  71  or  72.  The  Towne  dos 
grant  to  Deckou  Howlett  Lliut  pe- 
body and  Isacke  Estcy  Joseph  Towns 
Corpr  edmond  Tuwnea  and  Thomas 
Baker  all  the  swampe  medow  that 
Lycth  apon  ye  liiui-r  Caled  Ipswich 
Riuer  extending  from  the  Ix>wer  part 
of  the  Gouners  medow  donne  to  the 
bndg  that  goeth  ouer  ye  rioer  be 
Low  old  Goodman  Townes  for  an  in 
Considration  of  fifty  pounds  ye 
Towne  hath  Reseued  of  the  aboue 
named  parties  this  medow  here  la 
mencned  Lyeth  one  the  sooth  side  of 
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IjMwich  riuer  Voated 
Acurdiug  to  a  Tovrne  order  and  as 
ye  Towoe  had  fmpowered  ¥9  niu 
To  woe  iMetiDg  ye  seuenth  of  march 
1670  or  71.  Wee  accordingly  haue 
don  it.  Wee  the  selectmen  haue 
souid  to  Lliut  pebody  the  Rigies  that 
is  feoced  In  tod  ye  boonds  of  it  as 
ye  fenee  now  stands  ye  Riges  Lyes 
one  y<*  south  side  of  ye  brooke 
again  18  his  orchard,  the  which  iiee  is 
to  aLow  twenty  Hue  sbilings  for  ye 
rigei,  and  he  has  diacoonted  with  Vs 
ye  selectmen  ye  twenty  fine  abilings 
for  ye  Vcse  <»f  vt»  Towne. 

At  a  Law  full  Towne  meeting  ye  4 
march  1672  or  73  It  is  ordred  yt 
yeeeclectinen  ahall  haue  power  to  Lay 
out  ye  bounds  where  the  fence  ahul 
stflnd  liy  the  medow  side  for  John 
H(»uey  apott  ye  south  west  side  of  ye 
brooke.  Voted. 

At  a  Law  full  meeting  of  ye  sec- 
leetmeD  ye  30  Aprell  1A73.  It  ta 
ordred  and  agreed  vpon  that ,  all 
Swino  shall  be  Ringed  soficautly  from 
time  to  time  from  ye  pobiliticatior.  of 
this  order  till  the  15  of  Nouember 
and  Enerey  awine  that  shall  bee 
found  not  Ringed  from  a  quarter 
ould  and  Vpward  fhni!  forfc[t]  six 
pence  also  it  is  a  greed  that  all  bwmu 
shall  bee  yoaked  that  dos  damige  by 
breakeing  into  Gome  feild  and  paa- 
ter  throe  soflcant  fences  after  noties 
giueue  to  ye  owneres  of  such  swine 
thay  not  sped[ily]  yoaking  tiiem 
shall  forflt  one  sbiling  for  euery 
awtne  and  after  noties  giuene  to  ye 
oneres  of  such  swine  thay  shall  forflt 
twelno  pence  for  fMiery  any  till  thay 
yoake  them  and  such  swirnej  shall 
be  kept  yoaked  tell  Indan  namiea  be 
ended  thii  order  is  to  atand  from 


time  to  time  tell  ye  Towne  see  Case 
to  alter  it  not  with  ataading  any 
fofmar  order*  Voated. 

Miekall  Dunell  is  Choeene  hj  ye 

Bcclectmen  to  Looke  to  ye  yoaJcing 
and  ri Hiding  of  hoges  and  ye  sd  Don- 
iell  is  to  haue  one  baife  of  ye  forfite 
for  his  payenea  aa  h  ezpreaed  in  ye 
order  aboue  Wrighteen  the  other 
halfe  bee  ia  to  retome  to  ye  select- 
men Voated. 

At  a  meeting  of  ye  seclectmen  ye 
UofU  m:  1673.  John  Gould  & 
ye  selectmen  Came  to  a  recking  and 
did  cleare  all  a  Counts  from  ye  be- 
ging  of  ye  World  to  this  day  the  se- 
lectmen giueing  John  Gould  his 
Towne  rate  this  veare  as  ye  date 
aboae  make  mentloti  of  and  ye  ad 
Gould  dos  a  quite  ye  Towne  of  all 
(letes  dues  and  demands,  and  ye  fifty 
Bliiliuga  that  ye  Court  at  Ipswich  did 
order  ye  sd  Grould  to  take  cf  the 
Towne  so  that  to  aeoleetmea,  in  ye 
behalfe  of  the  Towne  dos  Cleare 
John  Gould  of  all  that  has  bin  paid 
to  ye  sd  Gould  by  Constabell  orCol- 
lecters  or  any  liiut  has  biu  apionted 
by  ye  Towne  or  eeeleetmen  to  pay 
any  thing  to  John  Gould  ye  aelect- 
men  being  Lliut  pelmdy  Thomas  per- 
kins  Thomas  Baker  Edmon  Townes 
and  this  is  or  a  greement  as  witnes 
our  hands  ye  day  and  yeare  aboue 
Wrighteen  and  Sargt  Biicby  dete  is 
in  eluded  t!mt  ye  Towne  dos  owe  ye 
sd  Bixby  which  is  tiue  pouuds  that 
should  be  paid  to  ye  sd  Gould,  the 
aeelectmen  giueingye  ed  Gould  power 
to  demand  of  the  said  John  Houey 
ConHtabell  for  ye  yeare  7-i  the  flue 
pounds  that  was  put  into  ye  Towne 
rate  and  Commited  to  him  to  gather 
Vp  and  if  ye  id  Houey  doe  refuse  to 
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paj  it  tu  sd  Gould  then  Wee 
aedeotOMB  doe  Ingage  to  glue  ye  ad 
Gould  power  to  sae  for  it  tbe  ed 
Gonld  n;nieing  the  scclpetraen  a  noat 
to  Sargt  Bixbj  to  take  Vp  there  bill 
md  ye  ad  Gould  will  delieur  Vp 
Sargt  Bixby  bttl  to  bim  as  witnes  or 
handB  thiili:  11  m:  1763. 
Witnes,  Jobn  Gonld 

Joim  Commiogs        ISrauciu  pebody 
Joba  How       in  ye  name  of  ye  rest 
of  ye  eeleetmen. 

I  Thoraas  Baker  doe  biode  my 
selfe  to  ye  Beclcotmen  on  a  bond  of 
sfac^  foare  poande  to  see  tbe  nto 
that  the}^  haue  by  warrant  vnder  ther 
hands  Com  mi  tod  to  race  to  gather  vp 
fCHT  mr  Hubburd  I  due  by  these 
pressnt  in  gage  as  to  sbone  ad  to  ye 
sedect  men  to  see  that  et  shidt  be 
deleuered  to  rar  Hublwitl  I  hanoinp: 
ye  ouer  plueh  of  ye  rate  for  my 
paynes  tm  witnes  my  hand  this  19 
day  of  Jenewary  1674.  I  the  sd 
Tho :  Baker  doe  ingago  to  pay  to  mr 
Hubbord  61  lb.  [8]  s  and  what  ye 
rate  dos  a  mount  t«>  more  I  ame  to 
bane  for  my  payines  1  doeing  et  by 
ye  Last  of  July  after  ye  date  aboae 
sd.  Tnomas  Baker. 

a  Rate  made  ye  9  day  of  ffebewary 
in  ye  yeare  1674  to  defray  ye  Tovses 
detes  aud  gloeB  to  ye  Gonstabell  of 
Topafeild  or  his  depnty  to  gather  vp 
and  pay  as  derebtion  is  giuen  to 
tbem  ye  rate  dos  a  mount  to  281  b 
06a  08d  ye  which  thay  stand  in  deled 
to  ye  Towne  tell  they  haue  discharged 
ye  rate  and  then  thay  shall  be  dto- 
charged 

ye  detes  is  26lb  Us  OHd 
ao  that  ye  ooer  plash  of  ye  261b  06a 
08d  from  261b  lis  06d  and  there  rest 


to  ye  Towne  Uiib  16a  03d 

John  bow*  CoBstabel 

At  a  Lawful  1  Towne  meeting  ye  6 
march  1673  or  74. 

The  Towne  haa  Left  it  to  yeaao> 
leetmen  to  settell  the  bounds  betwene 
the  Townee  Laud  and  that  ffainne  as 
was  Mr  Whittinggons.  Voted 

The  propriaterb  haue  Chobeu  the 
Lots  Layeres  or  ye  maior  part  of 
them  to  Reooid  how  thay  Laid  out  ye 
Lotes  one  ye  south  side  of  ye  riuer 
Whether  to  hoiis^inj];  &  Land  or  to  ye 
parsons  that  did  Liue  in  the  housing 
in  ye  year  61 :  with  ye  bredth  and 
Lenth  of  eiieiy  Lote. 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  the 
19  of  agust  1674.  Tbe  Towne  made 
Chose  of  Isacke  Comings  senr  and 
Ensigne  John  Gould  and  Lliut  ffrfiin- 
ces  pebody  to  bound  the  medow  that 
old  Goodman  <TouId  sould  for  ye 
Towoe  to  seoerall  of  oor  Neaibofea« 
wee  the  ffore  named  persons  haue 
bounded  ye  medow  in  rnsiiiner  as  fol- 
etb.  Wee  begane  to  marke  trees  at 
ye  Clay  pita  there  ye  medow  begins 
there  wee  marked  two  trees  one 
Whiat  oake  betwene  ye  Claie  pites 
and  ye  rieur  and  a  nothei  tree  nee  re 
to  ye  Clay  pitea  one  ye  south  aid  one 
ye  egge  of  ye  V  pland  and  a  great 
Elmo  marked  by  ye  Vpland  side 
West  from  ye  Clay  pites  and  so  a 
L(jnge  with  marked  trees  by  ye  Up- 
land side  tell  wee  Came  neere  to  Mr 
Bndfokat  medow  these  are  ye  bounda 
of  that  medow  tliat  Lyeth  one  the 
sonth  sid  ye  riuer  Calt^d  Ipswich 
riuer  a  Joying  to  ye  riuer  from  mr 
Endiclu^  farme  doune  to  tbe  Clay 
pltea  neere  to  the  Bridge  by  Joseph 
Townea  bouse. 
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Thomas  perkiaa  bouads  betweue 
his  Land  at   BiUiogate  and  the 

Towoes  Common  Land,  the  first  tree 
marked  is  a  popler  tree  neere  the 
medow  Caled  Robard  Smith  medow 
mild  a  heape  of  stones  from  tbenoe 
aootheaat  two  a  awaiop  where  there 
is  two  popler  trees  marked  witii  a 
heape  of  stones  betwene  them  and 
from  tbeooe  to  a  smale  wall  nuttree 
neefeto  a  awampe  nuurkod  wMia 
heape  of  stones  at  it ;  from  fhenoe 
to  a  smale  Whiat  oake  in  a  swamp 
marked  and  a  heape  of  stones  nt  it 
neere  to  the  Comer  of  berziiab 
Barkers  Land. 

John  Wilds  his  bounds  betwene 
the  Towno  Lnnd  and  his,  a  g^reat 
whiate  oacke  inarki'd  from  thence  to 
a  Littell  blake  ocke  matked  and  a 
heape  of  etotiee  at  it  from  tbeooe  to 
a  heape  of  stones  and  two  wallnnts 
trees  marked  from  thence  to  a  stake 
and  a  heape  of  stones  and  three  Lit- 
tell  trees  marked  that  stands  neere 
to  ye  stake  *  heape  of  atones  from 
thence  to  an  eleme  tree  marked  in  a 
swampe  neere  the  south  side  of  the 
swamp  from  thenoe  to  a  heape  of 
etonea  hehtnd  WiUlam  perfcine  hooee 
fiom  thence  to  a  nother  heape  Of 
stones  which  is  the  Corner  betwene 
William  pe^kin^^  and  John  How 

John  Uow  bounds  from  a  heape 
of  etones  that  are  the  Goner  bonnds 
betwene  him  and  William  perkins 
from  thence  to  a  heape  of  stones  that 
are  about  two  rode  aiul  a  halfe  of 
his  baroe  from  thence  to  a  heape  of 
etonea  neero  hie  dweUng  hooee  and 
from  thence  to  where  M  Joynee  to 
Qoodman  Clarke. 

AtaLawfnU  meeting  of  je  aeo* 
leotmen  je  1  Jooe  ^975. 


Isack  Estey  and  John  Robineon 
and  Jacob  Townee  are  Chosen  and 

apioynted  to  Vew  the  Way  one  ye 
south  sid  of  ye  Riuer  and  to  aLow 
of  it  as  thay  shall  see  good  that  Way 
as  goeth  to  Salam  that  is  Complained 
of.  Voted 

this  is  a  trow  Cope  of  aRecetthat 

£^man  towne  twoke  of  the  Contre 
tresarer  mr  Rusil  as  a  discarg  of  a 
oontre  rate  that  was  mad  and  Com- 
ited  to  him  to  gather  yp  being  Con- 
stabel. 

Edmand  towne  Constabel  of  tops- 
feild  hath  paid  to  raee  twelue  pounds 
fiue  shiliugs  aud  seuen  pence  which 
is  in  foU  of  there  townee  propoiolon 
of  the  Gnntre  Rate  for  the  yere  1674. 
witnee  mi  hand  the  4  i?i  mo.  1675. 

by  me  Kicard  Rusil  treasurar 

ther  is  a  Rate  mad  by  the  aelaotmen 
the  8  of  aogost  1675  for  the  def  raing 
of  our  townes  proporcion  of  a  singel 
Contre  Rate  dobeled  aoording  to 
waraot  that  we  Reoeued  from  the 
Oontre  tresoier. 

this  Rate  Oomlted  to  the  Constabel 
iohn  how  is  twenti  floe  poond  six 
penc. 

at  a  lafull  meeting  of  the  Selact- 
men  the  8  of  saptember  1675  wee 
hau  agreed  to  mak  a  stone  wall 
abonte the meetting luMiB  for  fort* 

•  •  tlic  u  all  is  to  be  three  foote 
brod  in  the  botom  and  fine  foot  hie 

*  *  or  six  as  shall  be  thote  most 
Conueniant  with  a  watch  hoas  at  the 
sooth  set  Comer  with  in  this  wall 
ten  foot  square  this  is  to  be  don  by 
the  towne  and  except  such  as  do 
vsaUi  Com  to  her  the  word  preched 
at  or  In  oor  meettaig  hows  wUi  halp 
the  towne  most  do  it  at  thar  one 
oiiafge* 
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lUi  wai  iate  beten  foolie  flroa  the 
iBMtiiig  boos  side  aod  ende  bot  co 

the  south  side  it  is  to  be  twelne  foot 
be  tweae  thia  wall  and  tho  bous  and 
the  wacb  hows  Coroar  is  to  be  fore 
idot  from  tlM  Immib  end*  ^ 

Oerie  aBateComited  to  Jolm  how 
Oonatabel  a  Bineel  Contre  Bate  that 
n  TiiouDtes  to  a  lenen  pouad  ten  ahil- 

ioB  and  three  peuo. 

ako  ther  is  a  notber  Bate  Comited  to 
John  ham  Coosteble  that  is  demaaed 

by  warant  from  the  Contri  treserar 
that  a  moiinfces  to  seiipa  singel  Contre 
Bates  which  8om  is  Eighte  fore 
pound  aod  eeueoteene  sbilena. 

at  a  neetfog  of  the  eebust  omi  tb% 
10  of  Januari  1675  ther  was  a  Bate 

Comited  to  John  how  Constable  for 
the  minester  which  Rate  amountes 
to  8Ls;te  OD  pound  one  shilin  and  two 
peno  for  the  ead  Conetable  to  gather 
tn  spedeli  for  the  mantananc  of  our 
TTtinister  60  poond  is  his  due  the  He- 
rn ander  is  for  the  townes  use. 

John  how  CoDStabel  of  topsfoeld 
hath  pajd  iu  to  the  treserar  of  the 
Onitrey  the  8  October  1676  fore  and 
twmte  ponnds  eleuen  shilige  and  two 
penoe  in  full  of  the  hjuI  townes  pro- 
porcion  to  the  two  extreordenari 
Bates  due  to  the  Contre  the  last  of 
oetdMr  last  past  ae  the  some  isal* 
lowed  on  for  66. 

p.  me.  Richard  Rusil  treserar. 

at  a  lawfoll  meeting  of  the  selackt 
men  I3ier  was  a  Kate  Comited  to 
John  bow  Constable  for  to  father 
and  pay  In  to  the  Contre  traser&r  for 

ocr  towncs  proporcion  being-  Eig^hte 
fore  fxDund  tbia  is  Recorded  befor  in 
ia  a  Qother  plac  the  whol  Bate  is 
S^C^Ue  ton  pound  seamrteeiie  riill- 
Ings. 


at  a  Lawful!  Towne  Meting  the  7  of 
H areh  1676-76.  Left  Ifnuiois  pabody 
is  Chosen  Clark  to  kep  the  Towne 
Book  this  yere : 

at  a  lawf  ull  towne  meeting  the  7  of 
march  1675-76  its  agreed  that  selnct 
meu  shall  be  chosen  bi  nomenacion 
this  yen  and  yote[d]. 

at  a  lawfoll  towne  meeting  the  7 
march  1 675-76  mr  thomss  baker  and 

£|iherom  dorman  and  sargan  Reding- 
ton  and  fr  ancis  pabody  and  decon 
perkens  ail  of  them  are  Choiieii  to  be 
selaet  men  for  to  Older  the  prendaii- 
cell  af  ares  of  the  towne  tus  yeaxe 
Insuing. 

Jolm  How  m  Ciiosen  Conatiibcll  for 
this  yere  iu  suing  and  voted  167^-76. 
Jacob  towne  Is  Uhosen  to  same  one 
the  Juri  of  trialla  at  Ipswieh  Corte 
next  in  suing. 

7  march  daniel  borman  and  laack 
Este  ar  Chosen  aoruaures  of  hiaaes 
and  fences  for  tUs  yeave  insuing 
and  Yoted. 

at  a  lawf  ull  towne  meeting  7  march 
^  it  is  granted  that  samuel  howlet 
ana  John  f reach  william  perkens 
inner  and  mieall  donell  that  thay 
shsU  bs  GomenaiB  as  other  freebold- 
er  arc  In  onr  Coraan  land  for  feed 
and  other  preulieges  voted. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the  7 
march  1675-76.  sargau  Kedington 
aod  John  wiles  and  f ranees  pabody 
ar  Cliosen  a  oomite  for  tlie  towne  to 
agree  with  mr  thomas  backer  to  ax* 
chang  ft  strip  of  land  that  lies  aiojue- 
ing  to  the  sad  mr  bakers  laud  and 
also  to  satel  the  boundes  of  his 
fame  voted. 

atalawfaUmeetiofTaMreh  Uith 
ordered  that  the  sdnet  men  afaailaee 
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thnt  the  olde  book  the  towne  book 
ah&li  be  Lraucbribed  into  the  new 
book  «ia  that  tlM  Imd  on  tht  MNrtb 
Bid  the  Reoer  Huift  was  layed  Mit  by 

deuisiaiifi  to  the  spuprnl  inhab<»lant8 
the  ftelftct  men  Hhall  seii  that  ther 
iotti  bt;  Keeuitled  aoording  as  tba 
msladeoat  voted. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selackt- 
men  the  fortbentb  da  JaiL  76,  ther 
«M  Comitad  to  John  boir  Cmiatabel 
a  Bate  for  the  dafniog  of  ten  aiiifel 
Rates  which  Rate  amountes  to  a 
Imiidered  and  twrntc  pound  for  the 
H&d  (Jouutabi'i  to  coiacKt  and  gather 
of  tlM  aaieMt  paiWMw  Batebol  and 
«ri  il  in  to  iha  Oontrf  tneenr. 

SO.  7. 1675.  at  a  lawfuil  meeting  of 
the  toirne  Isack  Couaios  beoar  is 
CboseD  graniorl  man  for  this  yeare 

lasuing  also  WHnam  Aairil  is  Chots- 
on  to  flarue  on  the  June  of  tnala  at 
l()i»wich  (jorte  next  lii&uing. 

at  a  maeting  of  the  selackt  men  the 
29  of  desamber  1676  ther  is  a  Rntc 
for  the  miocster  Comited  to  the  Con- 
etabel  John  how  to  gather  vp  and 
owe  in  to  mister  hobSrt  his  dna  is 
sixte  pmad  bat  the  Bate  amoontes 
to  sixte  two  pound  and  about  tweloe 

Reseoed  Hdi:  18tb:  8d:  75.  of 

Ephrnim  Dormnn  CtjnsLablf  of  Tops- 
feild  in  full  their  Towues  preportion 
to  the  Gantry  Bate  for  one  sin^^le 
Bate  and  three  qnortem  the  aoiiinof 
ninetoeoa  poonda  eight  ehOingaand 
pence. 

J  a^  jeseneil  for  theyaare  78# 

by  me 

Biduund  BneioTI  Trnienmr 


Mr  Hobard      this  is  a  tme  Ooppy 
lllb:  fis:Od    of  the   traaonrs  re- 
seighft  taken  by  no 

Mr  Basselb 

81b :  68 :  6d  franccs  pahody  Clarke 
dated  the  29  of  January  1676. 
this  fift  of  febrnnn  1676  ther  is  a 
Bate  for  the  defraiug  of  indiau  ware 
Chaigea  OontidDtng  riz  stngel  Con- 
t  re  rates  Bates  which  amoonteth  to 
fifte  tlirpp  pound  andsixteene  shilena 
this  Hate  is  cU'livered  to  John  How 
Coastabei  lor  to  gather  vp  and 
ddeaer  to  tfaeContre  tieearer  or  kla 
assigns  aoonUtt^  as  lie  hath  dim* 
cion  In  the  tresares  warrant. 

at  a  Inwfutl  towne  meeting  march 
S.  1676 — 77  Isack  Comings  senr.  Is 
Chosen  moderater  this  present  meet- 
ing TOted. 

it  is  agreed  that  the  sclact  men 
shall  be  Chosen  by  nominacion  not 
with  standing  aui  formor  ordr  voted. 

it  ia  agreed  that  the  Claxke  ahil 
be  Choaen  bt  nomlnaeion  thia  dajy 
for  this  yeare  insuing — voted  not 
with  standing  ani  fonnor  order. 

Leftenant  Pebodv  is  chosen  Clarke 
for  the  yeaie  ineenmg  voted. 

John  liow  is  Chosen  Conetobel 
for  the  verirc  insuing  voted. 

the  towGc  Luth  granted  to  John 
how  a  slip  of  land  to  John  how  of 
two  rod  and  half  brod  at  Ida  bam 
and  to  Com  to  nothing  at  bis  stak  at 
his  bond  stak  to  wacda  the  bddg  bi 

goodmau  C  lark3. 

Ensigne  gooid  *iarKen  towne  deoon 
perkeings  John  Badt^ghm  and 
franoea  pabody  ar  Chosen  aelaotmen 

for  the  yere  in  suing  -  -  -  -  voted. 

John  ComiutTs  ia  Chosen  to  same 
on  the  Jmi  of  trials  the  naxt  Cart  at 
Ipiwldi  •  -  >  •  voteda 
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John  french  and  John  Bobeson 
an  Chosen  seraans  for  hiwaa  to 

see  that  tfaay  be  mad  pasabel  w  the 
law  requires  -  -  -  -  voted. 

the  semares  bau  powr  and  here  by 
ar  imponered  to  tak  or  destrano  there 

fines  for  not  atending  the  mending 
hiwaes  after  legail  warnini::  two 
sbilings  six  penc  for  oacil  dayes 
neglact  thay  hauiug  two  dayes  wara- 
ing  -  -  -  -  Toted. 

John  Houey  and  Samael  Howlat 
ar  Chosen  to  sec  to  the  mending 
fences  that  thay  see  that  thay  be  as 
towa  orders  Require 

the  town  hath  agreed  to  Chang  a 
bont  half  anacor  of  vpland  for 
somoth  raadoo  with  Edman  towne 
decou  perkeiugs  aod  frances  pabody 
ar  Chosen  to  see  it  doa  -  -  -  -  voted 

Becened  ootober  the  22th  1676 
from  John  how  Coustabel  of  Tops- 
feeild  for  the  yeare  1675  the  sora  of 
EUeuen  powud  ten  shiiings  and  three 
penoe  in  some  that  being  in  foil  of 
that  townee  eiogel  Bate  for  tbe  a  for 
saide  yere  as  witnes  mi  hand  as 
Exeetelor  to  my  honored  father 
Kichard  Rusill  late  tresarer 

Jamea  Bnsill 

This  is  a  trew  Cope  of  the  Con- 
stabel  John  how  his  Rorot  thnt  he 
brot  from  the  tresarers  Exeeeltor. 

pr  mee  frauces  pabody  Clarke 
1676. 

thare  is  a  towne  Rate  made  the 

three  and  twentcth  of  fcbnmri  for 
the  defraing  of  all  towue  debtes  as 
alsoe  whot  is  yet  oiog  to  mr.  gilbrt. 

At  a  lawftall  towne  meeting  marah 
the  7.  1676—77  the  towne  hath 
granted  to  william  perkeings  iunar 
two  acorcs  of  vpland  Hing  betwene 
bis  one  bouse  aud  the  swamp  that 

Strip  of  land  that  was  azchanged  Ibv- 


mali  with  william  peikeinge  for  land 
that  John  bow  had  of  t[h]e  towne 

and  the  for  sayd  willi  perkeinjrs  is 
to  pay  three  pownd  in  Corant  pay  to 
the  towne  voted. 

the  towne  batii  agreed  with  John 
Bobeson  to  sweep  the  meeting  hows 
and  lie  is  to  hane  twenti  five  sbilings 
a  yeare. 

also  be  is  to  dig  graues  for  such 
as  shall  Beqnir  him  and  he  is  to  liaue 

three  sbilins  six  peno  for  al  granes 
abou  for  foot  long  and  two  and  sis 

penc  for  al  vudeprl. 

the  towne  gruuted  to  excbaug  a 
smal  strip  of  land  with  saigen  towne 
at  alawfuU  towne  meeting  march  2 
1676 — 77  the  towne  made  Coyse  of 
decou  perkens  and  frauces  pabody 
to  see  it  don  and  thay  the  afor  said 
men  on  the  sixt  of  aperill  did  goe 
and  see  it  don  and  it  is  thus  don 
from  a  whit  oke  marked  on  the 
southe  aid  of  the  sad  Edman  townes 
madoe  land  to  a  small  popeler  in  a 
line  or  strait  Corse  and  tlutt  popeler 
is  his  bound  Cornar  tree  next  to  the 
Coweman  and  from  that  popeler  strat 
to  the  Reuer  where  there  is  a  small 
Bed  oke  merited. 

In  august  1676  thare  was  a  Rate 
made  and  Comitf^d  to  John  how  Con- 
stab  [el]  to  gather  vp  and  pay  into 
the  tresarer  or  his  asignes  tbe  Eate 
ie  six  singel  Contre  rattes  wbioh  som 
amontes  to  fifto  three  pound  and 
thirteene  shilina. 

at  a  m<  eting  of  the  select  men 
Januari  4  1677  tber  is  Comited  to  Jo 
how  Constable  two  Bates  on  is  tbe 
singel  Contre  Bate  which  amountes 
to  nine  pound  two  shilens  and  Ei<^ht 
penc  the  otlier  Rate  is  the  moui  liate 
wbicb  is  two  singel  Contre  Rates 
wbioh  asKMintes  to  Bighteene  poand 
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five  shileiogs  aud  fore  peQO  which 
Bates  the  (^etabel  is  to  gather  yp 
of  the  saueral  parsons  Batabel  and 
pn  it  in  to  IhA  Contre  tresarer  or  hie 

asignes. 

where  as  the  to  woe  mad  Coy  Be  of 
■argen  Bedington  and  John  wttea 

seenar  and  frances  pabodj  to  agr^ 
with  mister  baker  about  exchange  of 
a  saiail  atrip  of  laud  about  three 
aoores  and  a  half  which  the  afor- 
named  men  haoe  don  the  land 
that  mister  baker  hath  of  the  townes 
land  lii'th  nirnin^t  his  hoas  in  part  as 
it  is  layd  out  aud  the  bredth  at  the 
Est  end  is  ten  Bod  wide  and  a  half 
from  the  Comar  of  his  wall  which  is 
the  bounds  of  it  at  the  Est  ward 
Cornar  and  his  liu  is  to  Kon  from 
that  CorDo[r]  of  his  land  to  a  grat 
whit  oke  about  twente  and  fine  Bod 
distanc  sou  west  oer  to  the  hiwa  that 
lieth  or  Icdath  from  the  falles  bridg 
to  the  meeting  howse  and  from  that 
whit  oke  vp  the  hiil  uh  the  fence 
Bones  that  is  now  standiug  \9hU^  Is 
a  hadg  and  to  go  strat  from  the  End 
of  that  fvnc  to  n  ^ri  at  Rad  oke  which 
is  marked  and  at  that  tree  the  land 
mr  baker  hath  of  the  towue  coineii  to 
a  poynted  wedg,  now  the  bowndes 
of  mr  bakers  land  is  neer  along  bi  the 
way  from  the  f  )i  snde  oke  to  a  small 
oke  marked  ueer  the  hiwa  as  goes  or 
comes  from  or  to  the  meeting  hous 
and  frcnn  that  small  oke  twente  and 
on  Rod  towardea  the  meeting  hous 
wher  the  afore  named  men  did  agree 
with  mr  baker  that  his  bound  Comer 
of  his  farm  should  be  now  this  on 
•nd  tvente  Bod  from  the  small  oko 
to  the  bound  stake  and  from  this 
bound  stak  fifte  and  fore  Rod  strat 
on  in  mr  bakeres  line  west  ward 
from  the  meeting  hous  where  was  a 


stak  sat  and  a  heap  of  Rokes  lad 
about  tbe  stake  Bit  in  a  beaten  bi« 

way  and  from  this  stak  and  heap  of 
stones  Rit  in  a  line  to  the  afor 
named  small  oke  now  this  is  the  land 
the  towue  iiulii  o£  mr  baker  tweote 
one  Bod  brod  flfte  and  for  Rod  long 
Coming  to  a  poynted  wodg  at  the 
end  of  fifte  fore  Rod  now  the 
boundes  of  mr  bakeres  land  from  the 
bound  stake  and  heap  of  stones  that 
is  at  the  End  of  the  land  tbe  towns 
hath  of  mr  baker  from  that  stak  and 
heaps  of  stones  Rit  in  a  line  to  a 
marked  tree  at  the  foot  of  the  bridg 
nere  to  Ephrom  donnans  hous. 
20  June  1677. 

the  seclect  men  of  Topsfeild  doe 
aLow  ft  blake  rone  horae  of  John 
Gould  to  bee  alikely  horse  aCording 
to  Law  to  rune  apon  ye  Commons* 
June  1677. 

John  Cominp:9  is  Chosen  graniure 
man  for  the  oaxt  Cort  heeld  at  Ips- 

August  26  1677. 

John  french  is  Chosen  to  same  on 
the  Juii  of  triallstbe  nazt  Cort  bild 
at  Ipswich. 

Kno  al  pareoDs  by  these  presants 
that  I  doe  aoqnitt  and  disebaigs  tbe 
towne  of  topsfeild  of  and  from  thars 
three  first  Rates  of  sixte  pound  pr 
anom  for  my  labors  in  the  miiiiritrey 
thare  I  sa  I  doe  fuUi  acquitt  thare 
three  Bates  for  ana  7S«  78,  74,  and 
hane  recened  them  trewli  and  fuUI  as 
wittnes  my  band 

Jerimi  hobart. 
may  8da  1677  m  presence  of 
Thomas  baker  John  bow  wboware 
apoynted  by  the  selct  men  to  acount 
the  Rates  aforesaid  with  my  self e  as 
tha  say. 

Boston  this :  17 :  of  march ;  1678. 
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Receaed  of  fnuMes  Pebody  the  just 
•am  of  foara  pMinds  in  mony  and  is 

in  full  to  pay  the  subscription  to  the 
contribution  for  the  new  buleding  for 
the  Colledffe  j  say  Receaed  by  me 
niUism  Manning:  wittnes  Henry 
Bartholniew.  which  for  pownd  J  fran- 
Oespabocly  Recpund  of  the  Constabel 
Samoel  Uoulat  witnes  my  band 

francea  pabody. 

at  a  Meeting  of  the  freemen  the  22 
of  the  2  mo  1679,  Sargen  John  Red- 
ington  was  Ohosen  gran  Jorimao  for 
the  years  lasiDg  Toted 

at  a  lawful!  meeting  of  the  selaet 

ram  tho  M  iune  1679.  thay  hau 
worke  at  uir  hubba[rts]  to  make  a 
hage  fence  shall  pay  two  shiliug  six 
pene  a  day  from  sixteene  years  ould 
and  Tpwaid  as  the  law  doth  not  free. 

at  a  hiwf  oil  meettog  of  the  selact 

men  John  how  was  Chosen  to  sarue 
on  the  Jurie  of  triales  the  naxt  Cort 
that  is  to  be  heeld  at  Ipswich,  13,  da 
of  saptember  1680.  voted 

at  a  lawful!  meeting  of  the  select 
men  18  of  the  7  month  1680;  a  writ* 
ing  to  John  hunkin  to  fore  warne 
him  of  Coming  to  be  an  tnbabetant 
in  oure  towne. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the 
forth  of  may  1681,  Isack  este  senar 
was  Chose  to  be  graniore  man  f  o  the 
[y]eare  inaning  voted. 

We  whos  names  arc  under  writen 
hauing  power  from  t\m  Towne  to 
settell  bounds  with  those  that  Joyne 
on  oar  Common :  we  haae  a  oordlngly 
agreed  with  mr  Timmotby  Pirtcins ; 
that  all  the  upland  and  mcdow  :  that 
is  within  his  fence  at  this  time  Jenu- 
ary  ye  5tb  1686 :  in  the  field  by  the 
meeting hoas  men  bars  hUt:  shall  be 


and  Bemaine  to  him  and  his  heirs 
foreuer,  and  the  fenoe  as  it  now 

stands  shall  be  his  bounds  and  that 
it  sfmll  be  entered  in  our  Towne 
book ;  for  the  which  he  the  said  Tim- 
motby Flrkfaia  doth  in  iage  to  pay 
two  pounds  eleoen  shilings 

Thomas  Baker 
John  How 
Jacob  Tow  ML' 

one  and  twenty  of  that  a  bone 
mentioned  is  mony  I  am  sertenly  ia> 
formed  by  Mr.  Thomas  baker  and 
Mr.Timmothy  Pirkins. 

£phraim  dorman. 

Decn  Isaac  Comings  Constable  of 
Topsfield  for  the  yeare  one  thousen 
six  hundred  and  eighty  six,  I  say  re- 
reseued  of  him  ye  full  of  that  rate 
which  was  made  for  my  use  for  ye 
year  aforesaid  and  cummited  to  him 
to  collect  I  say  rescued  of  him  for 
that  yeare  in  inll  for  what  was  com* 
mited  to  him  to  gather 

by  me  Joseph  Capen. 

dat  Jan  2G  :  IHOJ 

this  iu  a  Uue  coppy  entered  pr  mo 
Bphraim  Dorman 

Beoorder  for  Topsfield. 

rescued  ye  full  of  ye  rate  for  ye 
yeare  85  by  the  hand  of  Elibha  Hr- 
kins  constable,  witnes  my  hand 

Joseph  Capen. 

Uay  21 :88  this  Is  a  trae  oopy  en- 
tered pr  me 

Ephraim  Dorman  Clarke. 

Charlstownc  18th  march  1690:  or  91. 

then  Eeseued  of  mr  John  Towne 
Constable  of  Topsfield  three  twen^ 
shilling  bills  of  oreadit  and  thirty  six 

shillings  in  mony  and  is  in  full  of  yc 
two  mony  rates  and  a  balfe  of  said 
TowQc  yc  whoil  was  the  remainder 
foor  poands  sixtsne  shillings  I  say 
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reseued  pr  Jolm  Phillips  Treasurer 

Copia  Vare — Ephraim  Dormaa 
TowDe  Clarke. 

Cbartstowne  ye  tizt  of  may  1991. 

Reseued  of  mr  John  TDwne  Cun- 
Btable  of  Topsfield  eighty  pounds  in 
bills  Charaod  on  said  Constable  and 
bills  of  Creadit  as  mony  in  full  of  ye 
tea  tales  whleh  be  was  to  Coleet  of 
ye  faihabitence  of  siJd  Towne  by 
HOnent  bnrcing  date  yv  2  of  Aprill 
1690.  I  say  reseued  pr  John  FhUiips 
Treaiturer. 

Copia  Taw  ateat  Epbraim  ]Xnp> 
man  Towns  Clarke 

Charls  Towne  ye  16  desember  169S 
the[n]  Resetted  of  mr  John  Towne 
Cunstable  of  Topsfield  ye  sum  of 
ninety  pounds  flue  shillings  and  one 
penny  as  roony  in  pt  of  ye  twenty 
Bates  of  said  Town.  I  eay  Keseued 
pr  John  Phillipa  Treasurer 

Copya  Vare— ateat  £plumim  Doi^ 
man  Towu  Clarke. 

Boston  fnhrnnr}'  22  : 1693-4. 

Hesi  lied  of  nir  John  Towne  Con- 
stable of  Topalield  tea  shillingti  and 
alx  pence  bill  of  Creadil  and  four 
pounds  four  shilUng*  and  toe  pence 
by  discount  for  my  master  Jamee 
Tuilor  Treasurer  in  full  of  ye  twenty 
Rates  of  said  Tow  ues  asesment 
04:U:tl       pr  Jaremiah  AUtt 

Copya  Vars--atS8t  Epbialm  Oop* 
man  Clarke. 

at  a  meeting  of  the  selact  men  the 
forth  of  Januari  1677.  there  was  a 
Bate  Comited  to  Ensigne  gooid  and 
John  how  for  to  gather  ^p  and  pay 
fai  to  the  niafslBr  mirtsr  bobart.  the 
ar  to  pay  to  the  ministar  sirte  pound 
and  tha  are  to  pay  John  Robeson 
tweote  and  fiue  ahiiings'  and  thay  ar 


to  bane  the  Rest  for  thai-  pa^-nps  or 
for  gathering  vp  the  miuiblered  due 
and  John  Bobesons  doe. 
this  Bate  her  spesified  la  sfacta  fine 

pound  nine  shilings  and  ten  penc 

at  a  lawfull  Town  Metinc:  the 
fourth  of  March  167^  Loft.  iTiancia 
Fabody  is  chosen  dark  to  kep  the 
town  Book  this  yere  voted: 

Samuel  liowlat  ia  Chaaen  Constabel 
for  this  year  insumg  voted. 

KiisiiT^np  ^poh]  nir  thomns  baker 
[Ijsack  Co£mjings  John  houey  and 
tranosa  pabody  ar  Choeen  eekwtoieii 
f6r  to  order  the  prudacal  afarsaof 
tho  town  for  this  year  insninji;  voted. 

John  french  and  John  iiobeson  ar 
Chosen  soruaares  for  hiwas  this  year 
insning.  votsd. 

John  Wiles  and  danil  borman  aie 
Chosrn  to  Ysw  fenosa  this  yeaie  in- 
8Uiii<2;.  voted. 

Juiiu  Robeson  is  agreed  with  for 
to  aweep  the  meetlnc  boos  and  to 
faaen  the  dores  and  is  to  hane  twente 
fiue  shilcns  for  his  payenes  voted 

the  towne  hath  granted  tO  tobfiah 
perkeus  to  be  a  Coiuanar  for  feed 
and  failng  timbL[r]  as  Us  nlbora  ar. 

tobiiah  perkens  is  Chosen  to  sarue 
on  tho  Jure  of  trials  the  naxt  Connte 
Cort  hild  at  Ipswich  voted. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  march 
5,  1677.78  the  towne  granted  to  mr 
bobart  the  pond  that  lieth  on  the 
sottthside  or  south  est  end  or  side  of 
the  meeting  hous  and  three  ackeres 
of  land  aioyening  to  it  voted. 

at  a  lawful!  towne  meeting  5 
marsh.  1677.78.  the  towne  for  die 

preseruing  of  thare  timber  <m  the 

south  Bid  the  Reucr  banc  agreed  that 
no  man  hance  forward  shall  fal  ani 
trees  or  timber  with  out  leue  from 
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Bach  men  or  man  that  ti^hle  towne 
ihaU  impoare  to  giue  lene  If  ani  sball 
fall  ani  tneae  with  out  leue  heo  shall 
pay  for  ioeri  trao  ten  ablUoa  to  the 

towne. 

this  order  is  for  the  timber  ou  the 
aoath  tide  the  Haoer  onll  voted, 
laack  Este  eenr  13  Chosen  and  im- 

|>otierpfl  to  iLi^rruit  lihcrti  to  such  of 
our  towne  m  luc  l  ani  luuher  and  to 
take  the  penalii  of  aui  that  bhali  fall 
uii  timber  wltiioiit  ieoe  mited. 

at  a  LawfoU  towne  meeting  march 
1677.78.  the  towne  granted  to 
Isack  Este  senr  and  Jacob  towne  and 
John  T?ohe«ion  n  sri^nll  Mtripof  vpland 
and  swamp  iiug  by  thij  Ueuer  on  the 
south  side  the  Reuer  and  the  aboae 
aade  nen  are  to  gfoe  to  the  towne 
whot  the  selact  mm  and  thay  shall 
agree  vpon  for  the  prise  of  it. 

voted. 

march  5,  1 H 77-78. 
the  towue  grunted  to  mr  wtUiam 
perUne  eenr  Ubertt  to  remoae  bia 

fence  on  the  south  west  end  of  bis 
feeld  to  the  vplnnd  si(h'  Bowwest 
ward  \u'r  [tayiiig  for  it  to  Uie  towne 
as  the  suiact  men  and  bee  bUuii  agree 

pioalded  ft  be  no  piedegidia  to  the 
ptfaonMg  land  voted. 

tbe  towne  granted  to  wiliiam  per- 
kins  Juner  a  strip  of  land  aioyning 
to  his  one  land  bound rd  with  a  letel 
Ron  of  water  in  part  ou  the  west  side 
of  it  and  theaade  wiiltam  peridna  la 
to  pay  to  the  towne  Bight  pound  for 
it  excapt  the  selact  men  Judg  it 
wortli  more  it«  laf t  to  tliem  and  him 
self  to  agree  for  the  prise  of  it 

Toted. 

Beceued  march  17  th  167^:  from 
iMok  Beta  by  a  DMit  ftam  mrafmaD 


broadstreet  ecquire  the  som  of  two 
pounds  and  eix  abUinge  in  full  of 

Topcfeilds  rate  for  the  yeare,  1664. 

I  say  Receoed  as  Exrocntnr  to  my 
honored  father  liacherd  Eusil  £eqair 
late  tresurar  desesed 

James  BnaQl* 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  march 
5,  of  16||- tbe  towne  granted  to  Joba 

how  fine  Bod  of  ground  to  be  lade 
out  at  the  norwest  Oomer  of  bin 
howslot  by  his  liarue.  voted. 

the  19  of  aperel  1678  this  abone 
mencioned  floe  Bod  of  groand  grant- 
ed to  John  how  is  lade  out  bv  the 
selact  men  the  extent  of  it  is  about 
fore  Rod  uor  ward  from  a  great  oke 
that  is  now  etanding  nere  the  way 
against  Jobn  bow^  bame. 

this  is  a  recet  of  whot  wiliiam  per- 
kens  hath  payed  to  the  towne  in  part  ( 
of  the  three  pound  he  oeth  to  the 
towne  for  bto  Itret  paroil  of  land  he 
t)4_>ote  of  the  towne. 

Receued  of  wiliiam  perkena,  inner, 
sixtpone  shiliogn  for  the  uce  of  tbe 
towue  of  topofeeld  by  the  order  of 
insigne  Jolm  goold  eeleet  man  In  tbe 
yeaitt  1677.  i  apcrell  1G78. 

Joaepb  biabe. 

this  sizteene  shilings  abone  men^ 

cioued  and  payed  to  .Tfweph  hio-Mhe 
to  him  for  worke  he  did  about  mr 
hoberts  windoe  or  for  shiugel  for  it. 

at  a  lawful!  meeting  the  thirteth 
day  of  aperell  1678,  aargeot  Jobo 
Redbigton  was  Chosen  to  same  on 
tbe  granlorte  tbia  year  in  aoing 

voted. 

at  a  lawfull  ^ruM-'tinp:  of  tlw  sr-]not 
men  2.S  .Tnli  !67S  wetj  doe  order  that 
Uiare  iihaii  be  uoe  Kumes  ore  R&me 
to  Bone  vpon  ani  groond  tfaal  la  witb 


Digitized  by  Google 


t 


I 
I 


QQi  fence  after  the  tirst  of  auguei 
next  Imofng  tell  «  moiilli  after 
mickellmas  vpon  tfaa  forfetnre  of  one 
half  of  the  Rames  or  Rame  soe  taken 
▼p  aud  it  is  lawfuli  for  aoi  man  to 
take  ani  Barnes  ore  Eame  that  is 
teene  to  roQ  vpon  asi  vnfenoed 
f  loand  within  the  time  abone  taj«d. 

^  at  a  lawAill  towns  meeting  27  of 

august  Jotin    Redington  is  Chosen 

ComtHi<>ner  t(i  T<>y!>e  with  the  selact 
men  to  mak  tlie  Uoutre  Rate  and  to 
Care  it  in  to  salam  as  the  law  dtracts 

voted. 

at  a  lawfoU  lowne  meeting  27  august 
John  Cominea  ia  Choaen  to  aarae  on 

the  Juri  of  tnab  the  nazt  Counte 

Corte  hf*\i]  nt  Ipswich  voted. 

boston  October  10.  1678. 

Beoeued  of  Constabel  John  bow  of 
topefeeld  in  part  of  the  moot  Ratea 
forteene  povnd 

BO.  &05.  John  ball  tnaoiar. 

I  allso  acknoledg  that  the  first  ten 
Ratps  mad  in  the  yeare»  1666«  are 
fuUy  paid 

John  houll  tresarer. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  select 
men  in  nonembear  1678.  theare  was 

Comited  to  samuell  bowlat  Constabel 
two  Rfltes  the  one  is  a  Counte  Rate 
the  third  parte  of  a  singel  Contre  Bate 
which  amonntes  to  three  pound  fine 
ehQing  which  the  Conatabel  is  to 
gather  vp  and  pay  in  to  marshal! 
scare  of  nalanie  the  other  Bale  in  a! 
to  be  paved  in  moni  it  is  the  Coledg 
Rale  wbiob  ia  in  tlie  wbd  torn  fore 
pound  and  seaen  shilings  fore  pound 
of  it  ir,  tr)  he  payde  at  Cainbredg  and 
Ei^ht  .shilings  to  EnBi*^mo  goold. 

aisodecau  [>erl(ens  wiliiaui  nicalles 
laaok  Bile  and  f  [r]anoes  pabody  are 


Chosen  and  apoyuted  to  be  tithing 
men  to  Inapeot  ani  parMo  ore  par* 
sons  that  aball  profane  the  sabotii 
and  to  prosood  n^ninst  ani  that  aball 
be  faite  as  the  law  diractes. 

desamber  1678.  tber  is  two  Rates 
Comitted  to  samuell  howlal  Cnnsia- 
bell  to  gather  vp  aud  pay  iu  to  the 
Centre  treierar  or  bia  aalnea  tlie  on 
Bate  is  a  singel  Contre  Rate  to  be 
payde  all  in  moni  and  th(^  other  is 
adobel  Contre  Rate  it  nmbe  payed  in 
Come  or  moni  ou  Rate  amountes  to 
nine  pownd  forteene  and  a  lenen  pene 
the  other  amountee  to  nineteene 
pound  thirteene  abilinga  and  a  lenan 
peno. 

1678.  Januarie  the  ieuenth  ther  is 
the  ministeres  Bate  Comited  to  sam- 
ael  bowlat  Oonstabel  to  gather  vp 

and  pay  in  to  the  minister  his  due  is 
sixte  pownd  but  the  Rate  the  full 
som  is  »\xie  one  |)ownd  forteene  ahU* 

ings  iiiul  on  pence. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  raeetiiif^  in  Jan- 
uari  1678  the  tow[ule  iiath  agreed 
that  the  lelaet  men  aball  bane  pouar 

to  set  vp  a  galere  and  those  that  sit 

in  It  shall  pay  for  the  setintr  vp  the 
galere  and  the  townes  men  shall  hauo 
the  first  profer  of  the  seates  in  bying 
of  them. 

this  was  voted  by  mee  aamoel 
howlat  Conittabel. 

where  as  the  towne  granted  wil- 
linm  perkeus  Junar  a  small  strip  of 
land  iiing  and  ioyning  to  his  one  land 
liing  on  tlie  aoweat  rad  a  email  Rose 
of  water  on  tiie  west  and  soe  from 
Joliii  ho^ps  v[>  thp  Ron  of  water  tol 
the  Ron  of  water  partes  in  to  two 
where  thare  is  a  small  tree  marked 
and  aoe  from  that  tree  to  the  Gamar 
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of  Us  f eno  M  it  DOW  stMichw  wteo 
tfaer  is  a  tree  nmrked  alsoe  thia  strip 

of  land  here  raencioned  was  lafl  to 
the  selact  men  and  william  perkens 
to  agree  about  the  prise  of  it  and 
Hmj  did  agree  for  fifteene  pound  to 
be  payed  in  three  jeare  flu[e]  pound 
a  yeare  in  Corn  and  Catil  to  the 
towup  In  neete  Catil  and  marcban la- 
bel Corue  at  prise  Gorant  t\w  on  half 
Ciorn  the  otiier  Catil. 

Januari  81.  1678.  tlie  eelact  man 
mat. 

where  as  william  perkens  was  in- 
dated  to  the  towne  three  pownd  for  a 
small  parsil  of  laud  that  he  bought 
of  the  toime  befor  this  fifteen  pownd 
perclias  the  said  william  perkens  hath 
payed  that  three  pownd  as  he  was 
orderod  by  the  selact  men  for  the 
towues  vae  and  alsoe  he  bath  payed 
twente  and  two  ahilings  and  aiz 
penc  more  [tjorwarda  of  hie  firtt  line 
pownd. 

At  A  Lawfull  Town-Meetina  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  Topsfd.  on  the 
fourth  of  March  lH7H-7i>.  Lieut  Pa- 
body  was  ohosen  Towne*C1arlce  for 
thia  year,  1679, 

at  a  lawfnll  towne  meeting  the 
forth  of  march,  1678-79,  william 
perkens  inner  is  Chosen  Constabel 
for  this  yeare  lusuing  voted. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  march 
the  forth  1678-79  Eosigue  goold,  mr 
tfaomaa  baker,  eaigen  Redeaton, 
Jacob  towne  and  frances  pabody  ar 
Chosen  aeiact  men  for  thia  yeare 
Uistting. 

the  towne  doth  prohebet  t[h}e 
selact  men  from  alinating  ani  of  the 
townee  land  nor  make  any  new  Rates 
to  pay  owld  detae  formarli  pot  into 


Batea  witii  out  the  townee  order, 
▼oted. 

Isack  Comins  Is  Choera  to  eame 

one  the  Juri  of  trials  at  the  naxt 
Copt  held  at  Ipswich.  voted. 

Isack  Este  is  Choseu  again  to 
giue  liberti  to  aoch  aa  bane  need  of 
ani  timber  for  bul[d]ing  and  fen<v 
ing  and  tfie  liberti  he  giuee  shall 
hold  good  but  one  yeare  voted. 

John  freuch  and  Joseph  towne 
tenr  ar  Choeen  for  to  be  eeroaeren 
and  for  to  look  to  the  fencree  thia 
yeare  that  hot!)  hi  was  and  fences  he 
repared  as  need  liequire  voted. 

John  androa  hath  liberti  giuen 
him  to  set  hie  fene  ooei  a  letel  naek 
of  land  to  straten  his  fane  and  if  the 
towne  see  it  Conuiant  to  Chang  it 
with  him  after  wardes  voted. 

Jaeob  towne  and  goodmao  wilea 
and  Isack  Este  ar  Choeen  bl  ^e 
towne  to  Ron  the  line  betwene  the 
Cow  Comon  and  lots  voted. 

at  a  lawfull  towDe  niec'ting  the 
forth  of  march  167b-7^  is^osigDe 
goold  and  frances  pabody  ar  Choeen 
to  Record  the  lotee  that  are  layd  ont 

on  the  south  side  the  Reuer  the 
lanth  and  bredth  as  tha  war  layd 
out  voted. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  march  Uth  1678.79.  thay  Imne 

ordered  and  here  by  declare  that 
wher  as  thare  was  a  way  layd  down 
bettwene  mr  perkenes  orchard  and 
william  averis  land  which  thay  Cou- 
oene  to  be  Comaa  land  no  man  ahail 
fence  it  in  for  thare  propor  vse  bnt 
it  shall  Remain  Coman  still  tell  the 
towne  do  order  it  other  other  wase 

voted. 

Enaigne  goold  deaentea  from  thia 
order* 
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aft  a  lawful!  meeting  of  Ui«  »elact  tuwae  suet  that  euer  paa(  aor  ani 
DM  muth  14«lb  16T8-79.  thaw  wm  toim  Beoord  thit  booldei  focth  ani 
two  Rates  maik  for  to  procure  pow-  aacb  thing  w»  doe  Conoeue  ft  nead 

der  and  buletes  as  the  law  diractes  full  to  siJspencT  vntill  thare  be  a 
the  on  Rate  Comited  to  samuell  how-  forder  opertuuiti  to  be  batter  eatse- 
lat  Cooatabel  to  gather  vp  aod  brmg  fied  by  making  iuqnijra  at  the  naxt 
Itt  to  the  aelaet  awn  the  whoU  aom  Connte  Coart  vpaik  mkot  gioante 
of  that  Rate  Comlted  to  samoel  bow-  mr  ier  hobards  petlaiOD  waa  made 
lat  i»  fniirtene  pouud  six  shilings  and  also  how  Uie  towoa  Cones  to  be 
and  he  is  to  gather  vp  hut  the  on  60  pounds  in  hia  d6al«  voted. 


third  of  it  for  iht*  other  parte  ia  ai  ,  ^ 
ndl  pajda  In  porchealog  that  atoek  »Oth  167». 

of  pSSdor  ad?  buletai  that  la  in  on  act  of  samuel 


howlat  and 


pament  in  fall  for  the  three  last 

the  other  Rate  is  (  omited  to  John  ^••^  fj?**/^?  ^        ^"^^  ^ 

Comines  Clarke  t<>  gather  vp  of  the  »P«««d  to  the  CooBtry. 

TQUdgOfa  that  bane  M  theo^  aaloes  „                   .  JohnHuU  treaerar. 

totopcflfeeld  Compeni  for  to  traine  ^o.  391     this  is  samnel  howlalM 

with  them  thare  Rate  the  som  of  it  is  ^^ctt  from  the  tresarer. 

foure  |)«wnd  ninteene  shiliiitt  l)oth  at  a  hiwfull  nipotiug  of  the  selaot 

these  KuLea  ar  to  be  pa^ed  in  moai  lopsftu  ld   the    Hth  June 

Of  Indian  Coma  at  two  ahilina  a  ri679]  tUa^'  iiuue  agreed  Lhav  tiiat 

iKishil  al  to  be  brought  into  the  doe  not  Com  to  wofiro  at  mr  hobartea 

aelact  [men]  of  topcffoeld.  to  make  a  hCegel  fenee  ahaU  pay 

29  of  aperei  1679.  mr  thoroas  ba-  two  shilinj^s  nud  six  penc  a  day 

ker  was  Chosen  moderater  for  that  from  sixteen*'   .  •  ;ire»  and  vpward 

meeting.  that  the  law  doth  not  free. 

at  a  lawtull  meeting  of  the  seiact 


atalawftril  towne  meetiog  29.  2 


cow  for  the  vceof  luck  wackle  [Luke  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^ 
Wakellng]  and  the  towne  will  pay  o^^^i^ered    to   aath^r   of  th..r^ 


for  her  voted. 


Requirered  to  gather  of  theare 
saueral  iuhabetaots  Ratabel  foure 


the  towne  of  topefeeld  at  a  towne  singel  Centre  ratea  that  amountes  to 

meeting  the  29eth  of  aperei  1679  thirte  Eight  pound  ninteen  ahiUnga 

hauiiig  heard  an  order  Rad  that  was  &  for  thnt  end  thay  haue  made  a 

made  by  the  Counte  Court  at  Ips-  Rate  and  (  omit*  cl  it  to  the  Consta- 

wich  Conserning  oure    being    Re-  be£l]  willmin    perkeings   loner  to 

qnieied  to  pay  a  aom  of  60  pound  to  gather  vp  and  pay  in  to  the  Oontre 

mr  Jarimiah  hobait  whieh  aa  the  tresarer  in  boston  the  whol  aom  of 

said  order  seemea  to    exprea    was  the  Rate  that  is  deliuered  to  the 

promised  for  his    Incorigineiit    to  Cuustabel  is  Uiii  te  nine  pound  twelue 

Com  to  topsfeeld  wee  being  in  the  shiiiuga  4  d.  ai  don  in  the  forth  of 

darke  about  It  and  not  knoing  of  aol  inli. 
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at  a  lafull  meeting  of  the  selact 
nwn  the  27  of  angntt  1679  thare  wmr 

•a  order  giuen  to  Ensigne  goold  and 
mr  thomas  baker  for  to  demand  and 
Receue  of  samuel  howlat  that  moui 
Comited  in  a  Bate  to  samael  howiat 

to  gather  vp  for  to  by  amonision  as 
the  l[aw^  directs  the  whol  Rat  is 
about  feifteene  pound  the  third  part 
is  onli  to  be  gathered. 

at  a  lawfall  moetini;  of  the  selact 
men  ienuari  the  on  uud  twenlii  rinj 
the  yeare  1679.  Recened  of  wilUam 
perkeines  inner  six  powDd  three 
8hilin[gs3  in  part  of  pay  of  that 
deapt  he  oeth  the  towne  for  laud  he 
bought  of  the  to[wne3  tweute  two 
ahilfiigB  6d  of  this  six  pound  three 
shilings  is  entered  in  aiio[ther]  place 
in  the  booke. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  salact 
men  the  21eth  of  Januari  1679 
tb[are]  wae  a  rate  tnafle  for  the 
minister  which  amounts  to  sixte 
pound  an[d]  sixteen  shilins  nnd  ten 
penc  which  is  delinered  to  w  11  ham 
perkines  iun[er3  bein^;  Conbtabel 
for  him  to  gather  vp  and  pay  in  to 
the  ininestar  or  ean[He]  to  be  paed 
in  to  him  or  his  asignes  and  to  take 
a  sofisiant  discharge  for  the  towne 
from  the  miuistar  of  uixte  pound 
which  is  dne  from  the  iowne  and 
bring  that  diacfaarge  to  the  aelaet 
men. 

daniel  borman  and  John  how  and 
Epheram  dorman  and  John  nical[8] 
are  Chosen  tithing  for  this  yeare 
inauing  the  ninth  of  februari  thay 
beegan  theare  yeare  1679. 

at  a  lawfall  meeting  of  the  free 
men  the  13  aperel  1680  samuel  how- 
let  was  Chosen  graniori  man  for  the 
yeare  in  auing.  "voted* 


at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  Janari  7  1680  mr  ware  mad 

three  Rates  mad  two  for  the  Contri 
Containing  fore  sinirel  Contri  Rates 
and  one  BUt  for  the^Counte  Contain- 
ing half  a  singel  Contre  Rate  it 
amountes  to  about  floe  pound  six 
shilings,  also  the  Contri  Rates  on  is 
to  be  played  in  moni  and  that  Rate 
is  twente  two  pound  three  shilings 
twente  pound  fbrteen  shilings  is  to  be 
payed  to  the  Contrfij  treasurer  and 
flue  shiling  a  deet  to  the  soluet  men 
which  tha  laid  out  for  the  hiing  and 
gating  mesured  for  the  townes  use 
aa  law  reguire,  the  other  Rat 
amounts  to  twente  pound  forteen 
shilings  for  the  Contri  mid  the  Ra[e] 
amountes  to  one  and  twente  pound 
three  shilings  and  six  penc.  thes 
Rates  are  &m!ted  to  wUliam  smith 
Constabel  to  gather  vp  In  ianari 
1680. 

2  of  march  :  1G79  or  80.  Leften- 
nant  Pebody  was  chosuu  Clarke  for 
the  year  in  suing  TOted. 

.John  how  was  Chosen  to  Reord 
town  actPH  this  day  2  march  1679. 

mr  thomas  baker  sargen  Rading- 
ton  Corprel  Jacob  towue  John  houey 
and  franoes  pabedy  are  Chosen  se- 
lact men  for  this  yeare  in  suing  and 
tha  are  irnpoiiered  to  order  the  pru- 
danciel  afares  of  the  towne  this 
yeare  voted  by  papers. 

Corporall  wtUiam  smith  ia  Chosen 
Constabel  for  the  yeare  insuinic 
voted. 

John  willes  is  Choseu  Jurimau  of 
trials  for  this  naxt  Court  to  be  at 
Ipewieh  voted. 

John  french  and  John  how  are 
Chosen  snmaeres  for  this  yeare 
insuing  voted. 

at  a  towne  meeting  2  of  march 
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1670.  80  the  towne  baue  mad  Choice 
of  John  how  to  gin  &  doecU  to  mr 

wiUiani  perkeins  ii]tji[er}  of  that 
Btrip  uf  land  which  the  towne  sold  to 
him  and  is  laad  out  to  him  by  the 

lielacl  tiieii  voted. 

William  auerel  Eoteres  hia  Cuntrari 
deseot. 

mr  baker  Coporal  towne  and  John 
wilU'S  are  Chosen  a  Comitte  to  Kun 
the  baundes  that  are  betwcne  the  6ve 
hoodered  ackores  that  are  iaad  out 
fur  ihn  towDe  Comoii  aod  the  lotes 
that  but  agafaisl  It  on  the  soath  that 
Coman  here  ment  \s  on  the  south 
side  the  lieuer  also  Uia  are  to  run 
the  buundcs  that  ar  betwene  wiiiiam 
aiiefel  aod  dauel  borman  and  franees 
pabodyaoe  far  aa  tbay  Juyoe  to- 
gather  -  voted. 

the  22  of  march  1079.80. 

the  fore  aade  tlircu  men  mr  thomas 
baker  Corporall  towoe  and  John 
Witea  haue  ncording  to  towne  order 
h-iiH>  Renewed  the  I'onndea  betwene 
(luiii  1)01  man  and  fiances  pabody  by 
laing  a  heape  of  Uockes  ill  that  place 
where  funnarii  theare  was  a  tree  bnt 
now  Rotten  and  gon  in  lefteuant 
Febixly  orchard     witnes  our  haudee 

Thomas  Baker 
John  wills 
Jacob  towne 

at  a  Lawf  nil  Towne  meeting  y%  7 
mny  1680. 

The  Towne  manifesed  by  voat  that 
tliay  ware  not  Willing  nir  Uubbord 
ahould  (Vintiniae  In  ye  Worke  of  ye 
minidtrey  here  at  Topsfeeld  without 
mr  lluhbord  and  ye  T^miie  Can 
agree  in  a  more  (  hristau  way  ttian 
thay  bee  in  at  prsent.  voted. 

the  towne  hy  vote  does  declare 
that  if  nr  bobard  deaire  a  towne 


meeting  hee  may  diseors  with  the 
towne  if  hee  apoyint  a  daye  the  nazt 
weeke  thay  will  meet  with  him  if  hee 
giu  notei  on  aaboth  day  nazt.  7  may 

1680. 

The  Towue  hau  uiaoifesed  by  vote 
that  thay  are  willing  to  Joae  with  ye 
Viligers  and  our  Neaighobers  of  the 
forimes  of  Ipswich  t!int  doe  order- 
nely  Come  to  heare  ye  word  beare  to 
petiction  the  Generall  Court  that 
wee  might  be  Laid  to  gather  for  ye 
Cariang  one  ye  minbterey  may  7 
1680. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  may  7 
1680,  William  perkeines  Juner  and 
samurll  howlat  are  Chosen  Colaetera 
to  gather  vp  all  Rates  Comited  to 
them  for  the  roinester  or  ani  other 
Hates  Comited  to  them  and  to  sue 
In  Case  ani  ahal  Befues  to  pay  at 
bauerle  or  ani  whear  Elc  where 
Kates  are  duo  to  vs 

nt  a  lawfull  towne  meetitiji  7elh  of 
may  1680.  Ensigne  John  gooid  and 
mr  tbomas  baker  are  t'liosen  to 
Joyne  with  the  vilegeres  and  our 
nihorcs  in  lyiswich  that  Comonli 
Com  to  here  the  word  of  god  here  to 
•Joyne  with  them  to    petision  the 

Senerel  Court  to  grant  that  thay  may 
oyne    with    topeft'eld    to  the 
mantaining  of  the  miniatre  to  gather 

voted. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the 
lOeth  of  may  1680.  John  willes 
and  John  how  afre]  Choeen  to  looke 
that  men  Bing  than  awlne  acordfng 
to  towne  order  vote[d3* 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  the  tenth  of  July  1680  thay 
Receuing  the  new  lawes  mad  at  the 
genarall  Court  heeld  ma—  laat  1680 
aboogbt  new  atandereda  or  meaerea 
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for  Oonie  bere  aad  wine  we  the 

selact  men  doe  promis  the  Constabel 
to  defray  tlie  Charges  that  he  shall 
all  nasaaarUi  la  out  on  this  ocasioD 

voted. 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  the  27  Jali  1680,  fraoces  pa- 
body  was  Chosen  to  sele  watea  and 
mean  res  by  the  town  staodered  as  is 

now  newli  Com  from  Ingland  and  is 
at  present  to  be  our  Standered  in 
masetuset  Colene  voted. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the 
tenth  of  august  1G80.  Ensigne 
goold  is  Chosen  Comisionar  to  Joyne 
with  the  eelactmen  to  take  notes  of 
the  townes  heades  and  estates  Rat- 
abel  and  to  Carl  in  {he  townes  Estat 
to  salam  at  tim  and  piac  aoording  to 
law  voted. 

this  is  to  sarti  fie  that  sarauel  how- 
lat  Constabel  bath  satis  fied  the 
Goante  Bate  which  was  made  in  the 
years  1678  and  Comited  to  him  to 
s^nlher  vp  this  twenti  ninth  of  Sep- 
tember 1680. 

Receued  of  samuell  howlatt  Con- 
atabel  of  topefeld  in  fnli  of  the 
Connte  Rate  due  in  78,  the  some  of 
three  pounds  6ue  shiiings  1  say  He- 
ciued  pr  me  Bobort  Payne 

trcsear. 

the  two  and  tweenteth  of  oetober 
1680     wiliiam     smith  Constabel 

lact  men  In  the  behalf  of  the  tow  ne 
did  fore  warn  him  of  lining  as  a[n] 
inliabetant  in  topefeld  fore  dayes 
after  he  brought  his  famili  within  the 
boundes  of  topcfeeld 

at  a  lawful!  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  7  Janoari  1680,  file  selact  men 
Bad^ened  with  William  Perkens 


aboQght  his  dat  he  oeth  the  towue 
and  he  bath  payed  of  his  deat  of 

fortene  pound  nine  pound  six  shii- 
ings and  six  peno  fis  he  did  make 
apere  by  Recetes  where  he  bad  paed 
the  townes  dattes  as  he  was  ordered 
good  man  Robeson  is  paed  in  this 
noount  for  two  yeare  Ending  in 
uKu  cb  next  insulng  for  sweeping  the 

hoU8. 

topcfeeld  the  14  of  JTannari  1680. 
Receued  of  the  towne  of  topcfeeld 
for  rai  labor  in  the  minestri  thare  for 
the  ycares  1675  and  1676  the  some 
of  sixte  pound  for  each  vpon  a  true 
acount^with  John  how  Constabel  for 
the  years  afore  said  i  sa  rcicued  by 
mee  Jarimia  hobart. 

witnes  et 
thomas  haker  and  John  how. 

at  a  lawfull  towne  the  17  of 
deoember  1680.  the  towne  did 
agree  aud  Cuse  a  Comite  to  agree 
with  mr  danfortli  for  his  Contenuing 
here  at  topcfeeld  in  the  worke  of  the 
minestri  as  the  towne  shaii  gtue 
direction  to  the  Comit[e]  tha  shall 
Chose  voted 

at  a  law  full  towne  meeting  in 
Jannari  1680  f  ranees  pabody  and 
Ensigne  goold  are  Chosen  by  the 

towne  of  topcfeeld  as  a  (.'omite 
acordinj?  to  dyraction  from  the  hon- 
ared  maior  gcnarai  duuitiou  for  the 
prodnsing  the  l>est  anidanc  tha  Can 
to  proue  our  titel  good  to  the  sile 
wee  lin  on  voM 

John  goold  senr  John  Redington 

(kcun  thomas  perkeins  frances  pa- 
body  mr  thomas  baker  John  pabody 
Jacob  towne  senr  Isack  Este  John 
honey  neamlaabot  John  willes  these 
fore  meneloned  men  ar  Chosen  a 
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Ck>inite  iu  the  bebaife  of  tbe  towue 
to  agree  with  tnr  denforUi  for  hto 

ContiDaing  Lt  i  t>  with  ve  at  topcfeeld 
in  the  worke  of  the  minestri  find 
wee  doe  forther  gm  p»>uer  to  the 
Comite  to  chuse  aom  amougest  them- 
saloes  or  ant  other  as  thay  ehall  eee 
ruL-et  to  goe  and  spak  with  the 
depot!  goiifirnor  or  nni  other  that 
may  beconserueii  abought  mister 
danforth  aattelmeot  voted 
thA  towDe  hath  ginen  poiiar  to  the 
GcMnHe  that  thay  haue  Choeeu  to 
agree  with  mr  dnnforth  and  to  pro- 
far  him  three  score  pound  a  yeare 
one  third  in  eiluer  and  the  other 
two  thiidea  to  be  payed  hi  Gorant 
pay  of  the  Contre  at  the  Centre 
prise  namli  in  wheat  porke  molt 
butter  Rie  iodean  Come  an  equal 
proposioD  of  all  with  oat  ani  partto- 
elar  parson  or  pareones  doe  agree 
with  mr  danforth  to  take  it  in  ani 
on  of  the  afore  mencioned  paves 
and  if  tbe  Comite  Canot  agree  with 
tnr  daaforth  for  whot  ia  afore  'aped- 
6ed  thay  baoe  powar  to  promise 
thirte  pownd  in  siluer  and  the  other 
thirte  pownd  as  i«  before  speiQed 

voted 

at  a  luw-full  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  the  11  feijruari  1680  dancll 
Clarfc  laaok  Comhies  eeenr  John 
french  aod  John  Cortee  ar  Choeen 
for  tithing  men  for  tbe  yeere  insu- 
ing  voted 

At  a  Lawful!  Towne  meting  the 
furst  of  march  1680  or  81  Leftenant 
Ptobody  was  Choaeo  Clarke  for  thia 
yere. 

to!)!iah  peilceins  Is  Chosen  Con- 
atahel  for  tlic  ycure  ineuing  voted 

Kiir,ii,nj(  goold  Isack  Este  Kphroam 
(iarrnau  f  ranees  pabody  and  samuei 


howiul  are  Chosen  selact  muu  fur 
the  yeare  loaning  voted 

Corperal  towne  is  Choeen  to  eame 
on  the  iuri  of  trials  the  nazt  Connte 
Conart  heeld  at  Ipewich  voted 

at  a  lawful!  towne  meeting  the 
first  of  innrch  1G80  or  1  the  towne 
granted  to  John  Cortis  to  be  a  free 
Comouar  as  16  granted  to  other  of 
bis  niborea  ar  aa  tobUah  perkeina 
and  mickal  donel  ar  voted 

mrthomas  backer  Enalgne  goold 
and  John  houey  ar  Chosen  a  Comite 
to  goe  an  i  \  t^ue  land  that  Isack  Este 
and  thomaa  perle  ti'iue  jirnunded  to 
the  town  *  *  and  to  mak  Retoroe 
to  the  towne  the  nax  towne  meeting 
how  thay  find  it  fur  the  towne  to  be 
wiUin  to  grati  tie  those  men  voted 

mr  tbomas  backer  Corporal  Jaoob 

towne  William  smith  sener  ar  Chosen 
to  croe  to  Ijjswich  Cort  naxt  Ensigne 

Soold  to  goe  also  to  see  if  tba  Can 
isposes  hnnkins  and  Bemoue  beem 
from  topcfeeld  and  tha  ar  to  piose- 
cat  it  to  efaet  voted. 

this  towne  meettng  is  aiomed  tell 
the  22eth  of  thia   instant  march 

voted 

at  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  selact 
men  the  tenth  of  march  IRRO  or  81 
the  selact  men  now  in  being  doe 
Consent  and  agree  with  Insigne 
goold  ia  Chosen  and  John  houey  that 
thay  shall  sat  vp  a  galari  in  the  meet- 
ing hous  the  wholl  length  of  the  hous 
and  to  make  it  three  seates  wide  the 
lanth  of  the  boos  and  tha  ar  to  be 
paed  by  those  that  shall  sit  in  tham 
acordinn;  to  that  the  towne  did  ^^ree 
at  u  towne  meetin^^  in  the  yeare  1678 
as  ye  may  tind  ia  page  voted 


Digitized  by  Google 


\ 


nt  a  hurfnll  towoe  neetiog  the 
S2«th  of  march  1680  or  80  the  towne 
agreed  that  the  towne  order  ahont 
ewine  in  ihe  jeare  1673  for  jocking 
aud  Hinging  swine  shall  stand  in  full 
force  tSi  tbe  town  see  Cauee  to 
alter  it  voted 

John  how  and  John  french  ar 
Chosen  soruaeres  to  see  to  the  mend- 
log  hiwas  for  the  ^^eaie  iusuiug  and 
fences  also.  voted 

at  a  lawfuU  towue  meeting  the 
22eih  of  march  1680  or  8 1  the  towne 
did  agree  that  the  select  men  shall 
order  the  prudaneia!  afnres  of  the 

towne  but  tha}'  ^ha\  not  Hlinat  or 
giue  or  excbaug  ani  of  the  towiies 
land  voted 

Lliut  pebody  is  Chosen  to  seale  all 
^  meseoere  of  topsfeld  and  yards 
as  ye  doe  Requier  for  th : :  yeare  in 
aneing  voted 

Resceued  of  William  Smith  Con- 
etabell  of  Topsfeeld  in  full  of  his 
County  Rate  tlas  l.ilii  march  1680 
the  some  of  51b :  3s :  4d :  1051b  03s :  I 
say  Resetted  by  mee 

Roherd  Payne  Treseuer 
This  is  a  true  Copeye  of  ye  Tres- 
euer Reseaute  to  ye  Constabell  the 
22 :  march  1670 :  or :  81 

fanees  pabody  Clark 
at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the  22 
march  lC8i>  or  81  the  towne  granted 
liber ti  to  the  vilegeres  to  bi  a  third 
part  of  the  galeri  to  sit  in  so  that  to 
pay  proporsonabel|  to  tbe  ministri  as 
is  Judged  meet  by 

I^ft  Pebody      Dpcchi  Firkins 
Eosigne  Gould  6argt  i'ebody 
John  Honey 
at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the  22 
manh  1680.or.  81  tbe  Towna  doth 


giue  full  power  to  mr  Thomas  Raker 

A  Corpl  Jacob  Towne<«  h  John  How 

to  demand  of  any  man  or  men  that 
hath  any  Land  Lying  in  our  Towne 
to  show  there  bounds  of  ye  Land 
tliay  bane  in  oar  Towne  bounds  and 
if  thay  or  bee  dos  refuse  to  show 
there  bounds  thay  hjiue  full  power  to 
sue  for  a  mesere  of  there  Land  and 
to  d(»e  there  best  iudeuer  to  reCouer 
for  ye  Towne  whot  Is  more  ttien 
there  grants :  and  ye  aboue  named 
men  are  to  haue  one  htilfc  of  what 
they  recouer  for  there  paynes  w  :th 
obt  ye  Towoe  see  giM>d  to  pay  th  m 
dubbel  waiges  for  there  time  thay 
haidng  power  to  ngri*e  with  th«i8e 
men  that  haue  Lund  with  in  our 
bounds  tbe  Towne  hauring  lialfe  or 
other  wise  as  is  before  expressed 

voted 

Tke  foBmoing  9«n(€ne$  U  wHtUn 
and  tkm  erOBtmdotU, 

*'the  true  meing  of  this  order  is 
that  thay  shall  mesetier  only  ye 
putnam  Land  and  fa^' 

At  a  Lawfull  Towue  Meeting  ye 
22:mareb  1680  or  81  The  Towne 
Meeting:  a  Jorened  atid  Left  to  ye 
descrition  of  ye  polootmen  U>  Call  et 
and  if  thay  see  good  or  neede  of  et 
and  if  thay  doe  Cale  this  meeting 
thay  are  to  ei^nlfie  et  vnder  there 
hands  in  wrightoen 

there  is  a  rnte  irnde  the  Kight  of 
aperel  the  yere  1081  being  the  foith 
parte  of  a  singet  Contre  Rate  wbleb 
is  to  be  paied  in  moni  lor  tbe  masin- 
gar  or  agante^  for  thare  expodision 
for  loiirton  our  wnrnnt  is  for  two 
pound  eieuen  shiiingcs  and  nin  peno 
but  the  rate  the  wboll  som  is  (ifte 
sauen  shilinges  and  three  penc  thia 
Rate  waa  delinered  to  tbe  Constatiel 
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tobii&h  perkenea  the  26  day  of  aperel 
fortogiittierTpaDd  Carl  in  to  tbe 
Ooatri  traMier  ••  bli  wainuit  diftfiteB 
him. 

at  a  lawfnll  town  meeting  the 
forth  of  may  1681.  Eusigne  gooid 
and  Murgoi  Jolm  Bedington  «r  CIiob- 
en  to  goe  to  mr  apes  at  salam  to  see 
if  he  will  excapt  of  a  Call  to  (be 
meneatre  here 

botitOD  may  10  1781. 
Beoetad  of  mr  Jolm  bow  Gooatabel 

of  topafettd  by  aaaeral  paymentes  in 

Rates  pay  and  money  in  full  of  the 
town  Rtites  and  the  two  six  Rates 
aud  the  three  Rates  for  the  yeares 
1676  and  1677  two  bondeed  and 
flaeti  fore  pounds  fore  thiliogs  and 
six  penee  I  sa  Reoened  by  order  Of 
mi  master  mr  John  bull 

per  me  John  newman 

WItoea  WnibuD  amitb. 

boston  may  21eth  1680 
Reeeued  of  mr  william  perkens  Con- 
Btabel  of  topcfeeld  by  saueral 
pameotes  in  full  of  the  last  four 
Bateain  money  and  aa  moni  nbi* 
teene  pound  nin  sbilings  and  ten 
pene  and  in  fnll  of  the  half  moni 
Rate  tiue  pounds  one  shiling  and  six 
penc  and  io  Rate  pay  in  fwl  of  the 
bat  aingel  Contra  Bate  ten  pounds 
three  snilings  I  say  Receued  by 
order  of  my  master  John  hull  e^quir 
by  me  John  newman 

Beoened  may  9etb  1661  ftom  Wil- 
liam amltb  one  aCoant  of  of  tobiiah 
perkens  two  pounds  alauen  sbilings 
and  9  penc  being  in  full  of  topofeeld 
moni  Rate  for  our  agantes 

Jamea  BoaD  treaarar 

at  a  lawfull  towne  meeting  the  17 
of  June  lf)81  Ensigne  goold  and 
Isaek  esto  ar  Chosen  to  goe  to 
mester  danel  apes  to  se  if  he  will 


Com  to  help  vs  iu  Respect  of  the 
meniatrf  eneri  other  aabotb  oroftoner 
if  ba  Can  in  order  to  a  iotliier  axpe- 
riane  of  eob  other  voted 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  Meeting  ya 
17  June  1681  :  The  Towne  has  or- 
dennl  that  there  sLiall  bee  noe  boge 
mine  doge  in  ye  Towue  but  by  some 
townee  man :  and  bee  tbat  doe  dige 
et  shall  Carey  at  witb  his  one  tenm 
or  hieree  a  townesmiin  to  Carey  ct 
alwayes  prouieded  hee  that  diges  it  a 
greees  with  the  sedectmeu  of  the 
Towne  to  pay  f oner  pence  a  ton  for 
the  Towne  vese  ether  in  siluer  or 
Iron  and  this  order  stands  m  force 
till  next  march :  Towne  Meeting 
after  the  date  hereof  on  till  f order 
order  bee  taken  about  it  voted 

at  aiawf  uU  meeting  of  the  selaet 
men  inna  87etb  1681  tbe  select  men 
granted  Ensigne  goold  liberte  to  dig 

twente  tun  of  bogmine  and  is  [toj 
pave  six  shiliugs  and  Eight  penc  in 
silver  or  iarn  acording  to  town  order 

voted 

At  a  I»awfull  meeting  of  the  seeiact 
menJnne  27:  1461  toe  aedeotmen 

haue  granted  Lint  pebody  Liberty 

to  dige  twcnt[ej  ton  of  ho<remine  hee 
paying  bix  tiLiliug  <fc  eaight  penc  in 
siluer  or  Irou  aCording  to  towne 
order  Voted 

at  a  lawfoU  towne  meeting  15eth 
of  inli  1681  Enalgne  goold  aiSi  Jobn 

houey  are  Chosen  to  be  meslugares 
by  the  towne  to  goe  to  mr  John  dan- 
fcMrtb  to  Renew  thare  iuuitacion  of 
Um  to  tbe  work  of  tbe  mlneatri  but 
if  be  Refuse  then  tha  ar  to  goe  1^ 
the  Ijcrtt  in  forinacion  tha  can  gat  to 
procure  another  to  Com  vpoa  Uial  a 
while  voted 
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:atA  LmrfollTowiW'iiieetiDgye  89 
uf  July  1681  TbomatpwIitiM  Jnraiid 

Joseph  Bixby  Junr  are  Chosen  to 
goe  to  Cambrif?  to  pilot  mr  Cajien  to 
Topsfeiid  to  Liut  pebod^es  house 

LUat  pebody  Deckoo  perMnsSMgt 
Redington  James  How  senr  Mr  The : 
Baker  John  Gould  Sar^t  pebody 
Samuel  Busell  senr  John  Wilds  Jobn 
How  lacke  estey  Clarke  are  Choseu 
a  Gommity  to  disoorse  with  Bfr 
Capen  to  stay  and  preach  hen 
with  vs  Rt  Topsfeiid  n  whilf 

at  a  lawful!  towoe  meetiog  23 
6mo  1681  mi  thomas  baker  was 
Chosen  Comittlonar  to  ofiaiatate  as 
the  law  directes  about  the  singel 
Contre  Rate  with  the  selact  men 

at  a  lawful!  towoe  meetiog  the 
fift  of  aaptember  1681  John  how  was 
GhiMen  to  same  on  the  Juri  of  triales 
nazt  Coante  Cooart  heeld  at  Ipswich 

voted 

fit  n  IfiTvfnIl  towne  meeting  the  fift 
of  sapember  1681  sargen  Redington 
Jacob  towne  sear  aod  Jolm  bow  or 
ani  two  of  them  ar  Chosen  to  aoom- 
pent  mr  Capen  to  dorchester  when 
hee  goes  to  viset  his  frendes  and  to 
briog  him  agaoe  if  tha  Cao  with  his 
frendes  Consent  to  Contene  with  vs 
in  the  ministri  voted 

at  a  lawful!  towne  meeting  fift  of 
saptember  1681.  John  hooey  isack 
eate  John  how  and  Eprem  ^rman  ar 

CllOFien  a  eomite  to  ^oe  and  vew  how 
Con\eueantli  the  ix>wae  iiiay  ex- 
cbaoge  two  or  three  acores  u£  land 
about  bare  hil  plane  with  mr  thomas 
backer  he  hung  doane  so  moob  more 
aioyneing  to  onr  Coman  land  prouid 
he  and  his  aretii  shall  buld  and  keep 
hous  and  barn  and  a  teueut  on  that 
land  Totod 


«t  a  lawfttll  towae  meeting  Ifae  .26 
of  saptember  1681  the  town  hath 
agreed  to  gine  mr  Joseph  Capen 
eixte  fine  pownd  by  the  yearc  twenty 
powad  uf  it  iu  siluer  forli  hve  pownd 
in  other  pay  as  namli  in  Come  poike 
and  beefe  and  the  vse  of  the  pars- 
ene<2:  house  and  land  the  towne  doth 
ieue  it  to  mister  Capen  to  Chuse 
whether  he  will  Chuse  this  or  to 
Chnse  eanente  fiune  pound  in  Corant 
pay  as  Come  poike  and  beefe  and 
the  vse  of  the  parseoeg  honse  and 
land  voted 

mister  Capen  hath  made  Coyee  of 
slxte  flu  pound  tweute  of  it  in  moni 

At  a  Lawfoll  Towne  meeting  ye  4 
of  Noumber  1681  et  was  agneed 

that  there  should  bee  a  Rate  made  to 
pay  ye  former  Constabell  Namely 
John  How  the  fouer  pouuda  oioe 
shilings  Ss  two  pene  that  was  for^ 
merly  Laid  apon  ye  Gooenr :  Symon 
Brodstreet  esqr  and  ye  selectmen  are 
ordered  to  make  et  not  with  standing 
any  former  Town  order  Voted 

at  a  Lawful!  meeting  of  ye  seclect- 
men  ye  1^  of  desemtier  1681 :  et  was 
a  greed  by  them  to  forwarne  euenes 
mories  from  staying  in  Topsfeiid  but 
to  goe  forth  with  to  ye  plase  whr  r  be 
has  bio  a  ioliabitaoce  for  a  boue  six 
month;  namely  to  nebeuwej  and 
tbay  haue  forwamed  euenes  mories 
out  of  ye  Towne  fortli  with  and  fir- 
ther  in  case  the  said  Kuin  Morrs 
doth  not  departe  the  Towne  forth- 
with: Ensigns  John  Goold  and 
John  How  are  Chosen  to  Complain 
to  aThority  that  he  may  Im  aetteled 
acording  to  law 

this  Id  day  of  Jeuewarey  1681  the 
aedectmeo  mete  aod  agreeed  With 
Samuel  Symons  to  bttd  a  pulpit  f6r 
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Ts  here  at  Topsfeild. 

the  bargiii  is  m  foleth  tiie  said 
fiMDoel  SyinaDS  is  to  bild  •  pulpit  ten 

^  foot  Long  and  if  ye  rome  will  giiie 

^  way  it  is  to  >>olonger      for  breth  as 

I  je  rome  will  giue  way  it  is  to  bee  a 

wiintlioto  pulpit  and  ye  sd  Symoos  la 
to  doe  «11  Mloiigilii  to  polpit  ex- 
cept the  Acre  for  ye  bottom  nnr!  find- 
ing bords  and  oailes  ye  Seclectmen  are 
to  find  but  to  Lay  ye  flore  and  make 
je  atures  ye  said  Symonito  todoeit: 
and  for  to  doe  all  ve  woifce  about  ye 
pulpit  as  is  before  mencned  ye  seclcct 
men  in  behalfe  of  ye  Towne  are  to 
pay  to  Samuel  Symous  ten  pounds 
and  tliii  worke  b  to  be  don  and  iln- 
eahed  by  ye  16  day  of  apriell  next  in 
sneh)^  ye  date  a  boue  dated  and  ye 
pay  that  ye  Seclectmen  liaue  agreeed 
je  Towne  are  to  pay  (Goodman  Sy- 
^  mona  In  ia  one  halfe  In  Come  at  ye 
Contry  price  and  ^e  other  halfe  in 
nente  Cnttell  and  if  anv  hodv  pnyes 
10  moiH  y  is  to  haue  one  tliurd  part  of 
bis  propurliuu  abated  aud  ye  seclect- 
men do6  bind  tiieniaelnee  Jontiyto 
aee  ye  Towne  doa  pay  Goodman  Sy- 
mons  SR  is  aboue  agreeed  :  the  time  of 
payment  is  when  ye  w«>i  ke  is^  doiu-  as 
Witnes  our  bauds  ye  day  tiud  yeare  a 
bona  dated. 

Sanmall  8ymonda 

f ranees  pnhody 
John  Gould  senr 
Isaci£  Estey  seu 

Samnell  Howlett 
Bphimfan  Dorman 

At  a  Lawful!  meeting  of  ye  aec- 
I  lectmeu  ye  bl.  uf  Jenewary  1681. 

Wttttam  Nlddoa  A  mr  WflHam  par* 
kins  Juar  and  John  Houey  and  Oofpr 
William  smith  ar  Chosen  Tieeingmeo 
for  Topefield  for  ye  yeare  insueing. 


at  a  lawful!  meeting  of  ye  select 
nmi  the  91  Of  Jannari  16dl 
aalaot  men  Badmnad  with  william 

perkenes  Junar  and  we  find  by  his 
notes  that  ware  past  to  him  by  the 
selact  men  that  bee  hath  payed  the 
mtaene  poond  that  hee  tiM  a  bona 
saiyd  perkenes  waa  in  dated  to  tlia 
towne  for  land  he  bought  of  the 
towne  where  by  we  doe  a  quite  and 
discharg  the  sayed  william  perkeoea 
of  the  (Ifteene  pownd  that  naa  una 
in  datted  to  the  towne  as  wHnea  onra 
hnndes  the  day  and  jaara  above 
dated. 

f  ranees  pabody 
John  Goold 
Ephraim  doanan 

Isack  Esty 
Samaeli  Howlett 

At  a  Iftwfull  Towne  meting  llie 
7th  of  march  1681  or  82  Enssine 
John  Gould  is  Cboseu  Clark  for  the 
yera  anaawlng.  toM. 

Llint  pebody  Satgt  Badlngton 

Deckon  perk  ins    Corpl  Townaa  4k 

John  Gould  are  Chosen  seclectmen  to 
order  the  prudeuctiall  afares  of  ye 
Towne  for  ye  yeare  in  sueing.  Voted 

Dauieli  Rediugton  is  Chosen  Con- 
stabell  for  Topsfeild  for  ye  yeare 
icaoalng.  Yoated 

John  ffraooh  ia  Choaen  Joereyman 
for  trialls  for  this  nazt  Oooit  bud  at 

Ipswich. 

it  was  Voated  that  John  How  <h 
John  Grould  should  prosikaute  at 
Ipewich  Coort  as  ye  sedaotmen  did 
before  order  tbam  to  see  and  if  thay 

Ciui  Kt't'pe  cuene  mories  from  being 
a  Xownesman  here  at  Topsfeild. 

Voated 

John  fl ranch  <fc  John  Townes  are 
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Chosen  to  be  siruiouers  for  ffences  LUut  pebodj  is  John  GoaU  aie 

•od  bi«  w»jw  A  bridfw  for  this  ChoMn  to  Tnmerlbe  all  ye  old 

ymn  IniQiDg.                  Yoeted  Tovrne  booke  in  to  ye  newe  Totmo 

iM.  fi«       .           J  .  booke  M  is  NeedfnU  to  bee  doe 

The  Towne  his  a  greed  by  Voote  Voated 
theft  thay  doe  Cooaent  to  ye  bargin 

the  seclectmen  haue  made  with  Sam-  The  Townn  hns  airreod  that  ye 

uel  Symone  about  bilding  ye  pulpit,  seciectmen  shall  repair  ail  breaches 

Voated  eboat  ye  meetiog  booee  4b  parsonig 
hooee  4b  barne  4b  to  make  eeatee  in 

Wniiam  Aiiprey  enters  his  desent  ye  meeting  house  &  mend  ye  wach 

to  ye  Voat  aboue  wrighteen  about  ye  house  and  all  other  prudencnall  a 

pufpit  fares  of  ye  Towne  all  at  ye  Towne 

The  To«roehae  Agreed  that  euerey  ofaarge  prohibhiting  the  leoleetmeD 

man  that  is  Legaly  warned  to  Come  from  aHwHing  any  of   ye  Towne 

to  ye  hie  wayes  with  a  teme  and  dos  CkHnmoii.  Yoated 

nigiict to  Come  shall  bee  fined  six  —     .       .    .„      .            .  , 

abUing  a  day  for  eoeray  nicelect  and  I^g^,  ^P""  I^^P^J 

eaeray  man  that  is  warned  to  Come  !!'^^  *  receincd  of  Samuell  Howlett 

to  worke  at  the  hie  wayes  and  niclect  Constabcl  fore  Topsfeild  :   nn  1678. 

shall  pay  by  way  of  a  fine  two  shU-  ^      for  my  rate  for 

ings  and  six  pence   pr.   day   so  y®  y**"*      *  "J  rooelued  par  no 

nideoting  it  riiaU  bee   Coontled  ....     ^      ^    Jeamr  Hob^rd. 

LfloaU  warfaiir  and  If  there  is  two  ^  ^"'^  ^"^y  Hub- 

d^esbetwonc  ye  day  of  waring  and  i^^^'*;*^^^?  ^.'^^^''l^i^^ 

ye  day  of  working  and  the  Scruay-  ^•^^^      ^^^^^ 'i®^            ni  ^ 

erea  are  to  goe  &  destraine  for  ye  Ooold  Ciaifce 

finee  and  gfaie  it  to  ye  men  that  doe  at  a  bwf  oil  meting  of  the  select- 

ye  worke  or  hleio  other  men   to  men  20  of  descraber  si  npooe  ooo- 

worke  In  there  rome.           Voated  sederation  of  uur  nul^bour  Samuell 

«,          .              ^  Bussell  hath  not  a  couueniant  place 

uJ'^K               u  ^      meting  bous  as  be  is  ordered 

body  that  doe  nnghoges  ehaU  bane  td  alt  hi  tha^oie  we  doe  maoifeet 

three  pence  pr  hoge     bee  finding  onr  wUfagnee  that  he  should  sit  In 

rings  that  dos  ring  there  hoges   and  the  seccoTid  seate  uotcd  also  Left^n- 

is  ordred  by  ye  Towne  to  doe  ye  ^  ^ 

^rom,                          Voaled  y^^^ 

Peter  bhamway  &  James  Watters  Kusigoe  John    Gould  and  Isaac 

ie  Ghoaen  to  ring  boges  for   this  Ea^ty  senier  are  Chosen  to  goe  to  mr 

yearew                          Voated  Jeiymiah  Hobbord  to  demand  the 

The  Towne  has  Voated  that  ye^^"^^  paneenldg  hooee.  noted 

old  Towne  Booke  shall  bee  Tran-  The  seoleotnieo  hane  foiblden  and 

oribed  in  to  ye  new  Towne  Booke  doe  by  this  prsent  declare  that  there 

all  that  is  needful  to  bee  don  &  that  shall  be  noe  raile  timber  feled  tel!  ye 

is  not  ail  redy  don              Voated  generall  Towne  meeting  with  out  or- 
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der  from  ji  leoieeliiieQaiid  aney  quui 

has  Libertey  to  take  any  raile  timber 
that  is  apoD  ye  Commoii  that  has  bin 
feled  one  yeare  or  that  doa  Lie  in  a 
decaying  OoDdftioii  Voated 

At  a  LuwluU  mcetiug  of  ye  Clect- 
men  y«  H  of  desember  Oorpl 
Jocab  Townee  and  John  Htm  tn 

Cbosn  nnd  a  piouted  to  nine  Line 
for  IJri  kati  Tho :  perkins  w  hich  is 
betweue  yc  Uommon  Land  aud  Dec- 
kon  perkint  Land 

at  a  lawfnll  moellDg  of  the  tMlaet 

men  8  day  of  aaptember  1681  John 

Robeson  excaptfs  of  willinm  per- 
kenes  iuner  pamustcr  for  hia  sweping 
the  meeting  hou6  tel  march  aaxl 
which  som  i»  twente  fin  pene  by  the 
sebMStmens  oideriiig  wlll&m  penieDa 
to  pay  Mm 

a  Rate  for  the  minester  for  the 


yeare  1681    begining  in 

nouember. 
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Topsfield  April!  Uth:  168SB8ok> 

ned  with  mr  William  perkina  Junr 
Constabell  for  an  79  he  hath  payd 
nee  the  full  rate  of  60  pouuda  due 
for  jc  jeara  79 1 9>y  iiegto<d 


lUt  li  ft  tm  Copy  of  mt  HablMMi 

reoeat  as  ateatod  Dated  ye  12 
Apnell  168S.  pr  BMO  Jolui  Goidd 

Clarke. 

At  a  Lawful!  Towue  meeting  ve 
liApriell  168f  Mr  Tlio:Bftk«r  * 

Corpr  Jacob  Townes  4  John  How 

are  Chosen  to  goe  &  rune  ye  peram- 
bulation Line  with  Salam  men  the 
Mocatoeno  day  of  tbia  Inatant  Apr- 
Mt  Voated 

The  TomnB  hna  tnaolf ead  by  Vonto 

that  they  will  giue  Zacheus  Curtiea 

eenr  Clabords  <fe  shmgcls  for  to 
Clabor[d}  &  »bingell  his  house  pro- 
uided  et  doe  not  aiuouat  to  aboue 

ttnteono  hmdred  of  CInbboidi  4b 
sbiDgell.  Vontod 

The  Towne  has  agreed  to  giue  ffall 
power  to  mr  Tho :  Baker  &  Corprel 
Jacob  Towne  A  John  How  to  sue 
for  n  BMMQor  or  lor  a  true  A  exact 
a  Oonnt  of  idl  yo  Land  any  man  or 
mcnn  doe  Clame  within  our  bounda 
and  ye  a  for  said  men  are  impowered 
to  sue  or  other  wise  at  any  Court  or 
Ooofto  and  to  proalCatA  from  Coarl 
to  Court  tell  they  hana  andfd  yo 
Cftsp  :  this  i,^  to  Cfinfnrrne  any  form- 
er order  it'iatiiig  b>  I  lie  of  Salora 
men  that  haue  Land  iu  our  itoundtt 
■■d  wbenham  men  or  any  that  doo 
go  apoD  oor  Oonunons.  Yoated 

At  A  Lnwf  uU  meeting  of  ye  Seoleot- 
men  of  TopifeUd  tho  4  day  of  Maj 

1682. 

Mr  Thomas  Baker  &  Corpr  Jacob 
TowBM  A  John  How  am  Cooaan  and 
apionted  A  hane  ftoll  power  giuene 

granted  to  thrm  to  sottetl  a  Line 
betwene  Wheaham  and  Topsfeild 
Kther  by  a  greemeut  Vnder  both 
partiia  handa  or  by  a  Commltqr 
Cboocn  by  both  partwa  or  eloaa  to 


Digrtized  by  Google 


89 


brioge  Whenbam  men  by  Law  to 
wttml  a  line  <Mr  any  other  way  as 
the  three  ebooe  named  meD  sImU  eee 
beast  for  ye  good  of  our  Towne. 
At  A  Lawful!  meeting  of  ye  seclect* 

I  men  tiie  4  day  of  May  16S2  wee 

!  doe  hereby  giae  full  power  to  Mr. 
Thomaa  Baker  Corpr  Jacob  Townee 
&  John  How  to  demand  of  anpy  or 
all  the  meu  of  Salam  or  Wbenham 

I  that  Clame  Laud  or  Medoe  in  our 

Townee  bonnde,  toshow  there  rightee 
and  titels  to  thoee  Lands  Clamed  by 
them  and  allso  there  seuerall  bounds 
to  tho»e  Laud  Clamed  by  them  and 
if  any  or  all  of  them  shall  reftiee  or 
doe  hot  make  et  Legally  apere  how 
thay  Came  by  thoee  Lands  thay  Clame 
to  ye  sattisfaction  of  ye  aboae  mud 
Baker  Townes  &  how :  wee  doe 
heareby  giue  them  full  power  in  ye 

V  Nnme  of  ye  Towoe  to  make  trespas 
on  those  Land  or  sue  the  Clamers 
thereof  and  prwekeui  the  Law 
against  them  or  any  of  them  or  to 
Compound  and  a  gree  with  any  of 
them  aa  thay  shall  see  meete  and 
what  so  euer  thay  shall  doe  there  in 
wee  will  owue  and  staud  by  and 
conferme  as  witoes  our  hands. 

John  Goold  sear 
franoes  pabody 
Thomns  Perkins 
John  [iedington 
Wee  Tho:  Baker  &,  Jacob  Townes 
A  John  How  not  with  standing  wlial 
'  JS  seelect  have  ingaged  to  Vs  in 
there  orfior  bareing  dato  ye  4  May 
1682  to  lt;rn»  Vs  otit  in  cueing  or 

^  ralnning  u  iiuu  with  Whcaham  men 
doe  IntMid  Boe  other  pay  bat  whai 
ye  Towne  l»se  Ingsiced  in  them 
former  order  or  any  other  that  ye 
scdectmen  order  dos  t^ine  Vs  power 
to  sue  for  as  witness  our  hands 


Thomas  Baker 
Jaoob  towns 
John  How 

the  4  May  16^2  there  was  a  Rate 
made  and  Commited  to  Dauiell  Red- 
ington  CoustabeU  of  Topsfeild  a 
mounting  to  flns  pounds  in  sU  w  for 
agants  goeing  to  bis  Maieetey. 

Reced  June  9th  from  Williftm 
Smith  seuerall  paminents  Amounting 
to  twenty  Three  pounds  fine  shiUings 
di  nine  penoe  in  money  A  twenty 
foure  pounds  fonearteen  sbilings  m 
Contrey  pay  btnng  in  ffull  of  Tope* 
feiid  proportion  to  fouer  country 
Rate  &  A  quarter  I  say  reced  pr 
Jame  Roseil  Treener. 

This  is  a  true  Copey  of  yc  Tresuer 
Reseate  this  20  day  of  June  1682  as 
atested  by 

Epbraim  donnan 
John  Gould  Senr 

recorder  for  Topsfeild. 

Will :  Smith  was  Constabell  for  yc 
yeare  1680  for  ye  Dates  as  he  has 
paid  to  ye  Treener  as  ye  Tresner 
keseot  dos  moke  apera  abon  dated. 

at  A  LawfuU  Towne  meeting  the 
20  June  1682  the  Towne  granted  to 
mr  Joseph  <^Japen  twelue  eachers  of 
▼pland  m  medoe  or  swamps  that  will 
make  medo:  if  mr  Capen  dos  settell 
a  mongst  vs  nnd  except  of  ye  minis- 
terall  ofeice^f  u  iiiongest  vs  and  if 
Gud  by  iiib  piouedances  dos  take 
a  way  mr  Capen  from  vs :  then  the 
Towne  dos  desier  to  haoe  the  ref usall 
of  bying  the  Land  paying  mr  Capen 
for  what  hee  has  Laid  out  one  ye 
Laud  as  auey  utbher  man  or  men 
shall  doe. 

Vosted 

The  Towne  dot*  Vndorstand  by  ye 
selectmen  that  Mr  Capen  will  except 
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of  aptnseU  of  Land  tbftt  was  thoDe 
Mr  Capan  by  ye  seclectmen  neere  to 
John  How  and  if  Mr  Capen  dos  not 
Like  that  percell  of  Land  thin  ye 
Towneh  as  Choaen  a  Commitey  to  goe 
A  Locke  one  Bome  other  plase  and 
make  returne  to  ye  Towne  whare  it  ia 
which  hee  shall  hnue  and  if  it  be  not 

Eeetly  to  ye  iowoes  damig  but  if 
r  Capeo  dos  except  of  ve  plaae 
showne  him  by  3Msaeclectmen  then  ye 
Commity  nvp  irapowerrd  to  Lay  it 
out  whe.  Hr  Capen  doe  desier  it  to 
be  don  Voated 

Lciut  pebo'iy  Sargt  Redington 
Corpr  Jacob  To^vnes  <fc  John  Wilda 
&  John  Gould  Senr.  are  Chosen  a 
Commitey  to  goe  &  Lay  out  twelue 
eachers  of  Lund  &  swnmpe  or  merloe 
to  Mr  Capen  when  Mr  Capen  dos 
deaier  it  &  if  Mr  Capen  dos  Like  ye 
I^aae  that  was  ahono  bim  by  ye  aecl^ot* 
men :  and  if  Mr  Capen  dee  not  Like 
that  plnse  thvii  thay  are  to  goe  with 
Mr  Capon  to  l^ooke  one  some  other 
plaae  and  make  returne  to  ye  Towne 
of  ye  plaae  then  desiered  by  Mr 
Capen  aoording  to  Towne  ord^r. 

ViMited 

20  2mo  1082 

At  a  Towne  nn'»rti!iy;  Walter 
ffaierfieeld  &  Deacon  ttiake  are  Ap- 
pointed to  Joyne  with  the  selectmen 
to  meett  with  Topsfleld  men :  on  fry- 
daye  Come  fortnite  and  haiie  full 
power  to  sptlc  tho  Lyne  Itetweoe 
Topsfeild  or  Towne 
that  IB  a  trae  Coppey  taken  oat  of 
the  Towne  booke  of  Wenham  Atteet- 
ed  Thoa:  ffiake  reooider  to  the 
Towne. 

this  is  a  true  Coppey  of  Wenham  men 
order  aa  apered  Vnder  there  recorder 
hand :  as  atested  John  Gonld  record- 


er for  Topsfeild  thia  24  Jane  1682. 

Wee  whose  Names  are  Vnder 
Wrighteen  being  im powered  by  our 
Respectife  Townes  fidelied  Topsfeild 
and  Wenham  meet  to  gather  thia  fifth 
day  of  the  thurd  month  1682  to  settetl 
a  deuitionall  Line  beetwixt  our 
Townes :  haue  agreeed  that  from  a 
Littell  tree  neere  Joseph  Porters  me- 
dow  marked  with  T  and  W :  and  set 
about  with  a  heeape  of  stones  and 
from  thencp  to  a  plump  of  mapels 
marked  whicli  standeth  northward 
from  the  foie  ad  tree  and  standeth  by 
Charles  Gote  medow  and  from  thence 
towards  the  Reuere  a  Cording  as  the 
brooke  runes  Vntil!  it  Cometh  to  an 
Hand  by  the  Edge  of  a  swamp  Joine- 
ing  to  a  peece  of  medow  Called  Peg- 
dona  medow  and  from  the  weaat 
point  of  ye  ttd  Hand  by  tho  edge  of 
yp  mpflow  t»'ll  it  (Cometh  to  ye  West 
side  of  I'cgdHOS  medow  a  foresaid 
said  and  so  in  Cludiuge  ye  »aid 
medow  to  Wenham  to  an  Iland  Caled 
hocellbarey  Iland  and  from  thence 
to  the  est  end  of  ye  sd  Iland  in 
eluding  all  WaltiT  ffaref'-eild  niedow 
to  Whenham  Uy  a  straight  Line  and 
this  agreement  to  bee  a  fall  settle* 
ment  of  a  diuetionall  Line  betwene 
our  Towne«  jux!  in  Confermation 
thereof  wee  haue  bet  too  our  hands. 

Tho :  Baker        Tho :  ffiske 

Jacob  Townes      Walter  ffarefelld 

John  How  (Charles  Gott 

Tho :  Pflt<>h 
William  thbke. 

This  is  a  tnie  Coppey  of  ye  orig- 
nell  Vnder  there  hands  as  thay  bee 
now  set  downe  aa  atessted  by  me 
John  Gould  recorder  for  Topsfeild. 

this  is  Compared  with  ye  or^ionall 
atested  by  me        John  How. 

At  a  Lawftall  meeting  of  ye  sedect- 
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men  the  19  of  8epCeiiil»r  im  the  VndMntending  4»  whmtj  Byed  * 
aedectmen  hAue  agreed  to  forewaroe  obearved  both  ye  word  &s  ye  proni- 

ye  Widdoe  Bridges  out  of  Topsfeild  dences  of  God  in  order  thereunto : 
with  her  Children  and  tbay  baue  and  Althoiu|h  I  am  gr^tlT  sensible 
ordered  the  Constabell  to  goe  and  of  my  {nabUUty  and  Inaoffloieninf  to 
forwame  hm  fpon  -ittKfiog  hen  Id  bo  great  a  worke,  yet  fleeing  H  ie 
Topsfeild.  God  who    hath  by  his  pronidonce 

at  A  Lawful!  mp»'ting  of  The  brought  mee  into  ye  same  &  not  see- 
Towue  of  Topsfeild  the  neaibors  ing  my  way  Clear  to  break  of  from 
of  ye  Vilege  Ipswidi  famae  ye  %S  thet  Wbrke,  OoDiidering  aleo  ye 
eeptomber  1682  being  meeCe  toguther  Continuaooe  of  yor  Looe  db  good 
to  beiirp  Mr  Capen  Answer  did  re-  Aflfecttton  to  mee  hauing  nlsn  been 
seufe  hie  Answer  and  Voated  et  to  Earnest  with  that  God  (Wich  direct- 
be  entred  in  ye  Towue  book  Voted  etb  bis  in  all  their  Wayes  setteth 

Oorpr  Will  Smith  fe  Cboeen  to  boands  to  ye  haUtetkme  of  ell  men) 
same  on  ye  Jnerey  of  Trialls  this  for  gaidance  Ooaoeell  A,  Direction  In 
Court  now  to  be  hild  at  Ipswich  thr  this  great  Affair:  Waighing  all  these 
Last  tuflday  of  tbia  Instant  month  things  together  I  do  Intend  if  God 

Voated  shall  Contiaue  me  in  this  Worke  by 
.    f  _^  „  «       «       Afldtting  St  ioabling  mee  there  Vnto 

at  a  Lawfu  meeting  of  ye  free-  ^  Cont&w  With  you  in  the  Worke 
menof  Aprielll682ThomMDorman  ^.f  Oospell  in  order  to  a  farther 
to  CHOMQ  to  earae  on  tbe  ^rand  ^ettlment  in  God  own  tim  VnLeee 
Jnerey  for  this  yeare  Voated  anything  shall  Intoruene  Which  shall 

itwae  Voated  that  ye  seclcntmen  bee  aoeoonted  by  iDdiffarant  A  Im- 
8huldg:oeand  aduise  with  Mr  Capen    ^^^j,  jj,agmentB    to     bee  Just 
about  his  settelment  here  with  Vs  ground  &  sufflc  tent  Reason  to  obstruct 
and  wbat  way  Mr  Capen  wonld  bane       proceedings  oi  that  Nature. 
It  don  and  eo  make  retnme  to  ye     ^  *^  ^      Joseph  Capen. 

^omke  Voted  |g  a  true  Copey  of  mr  Ca|)en 

S5  September  1682  Answer  to  ye  Church  A  Towne  of 

it  Was  Voated  that  ye  seclectracn  Topsfeild  &  ye  Neighbours  of  ftowly 
shall  goe  and  aduise  with  mr  Capen  ViUagtt  &  Ipswich  as  atested 
wbtdi  way  mr  Capen  will  bane  tbe  John  Ooald  Recorder  for  Topafelld. 
money  Laid  out  that  to  enbCribed  to     I  Thomas  perkins  seor  eee  it  Com- 
be  giuene  to  mr  Capen.  pared  and  I  doe  afenne  thlK  aboue 

In  Answer  to    ye  motion  of  ye  to  bee  n  true  Copey  of  mr  Capw 
Cburcb  &  Towne  of  Topsfeild  and  answer     wituea  my  band 
ye  belghhore  of  Howly  Village  4k  Tliomaa  PnWne. 

Ipswich:  Sept.    18  :  An  Do  1682:     Topsfeild,  July  5«  1682 
Hauing  tukeu  into  serious  Consider-      Reeeiued  of  Ensip;ti  Jno  Gould  & 
ation  ye  motion    which  hath  been  Jo!ni  H()\v  (\)nstul)li  rif  rnj^sfeild  tlie 
made  by  your  selues  to  mee  in  order  to  Coaipleiueut  of  a  EaUs  of  bixly  pound 

TO  worn' Of  ye  mfaifateiy  among  you,  for  my  Labonre  in  ye  mlntoCnr  there 
hatting  aieo  to  ye  Vtmoat  ^  my  In  the  yeare  77  I  eay  Recehied 
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Per  mee  Jen  Hobaft. 

ThiB  isatnie  Copey  of  mr  Hubbord 
Reseate  at  ateet^d  by  mee  John 
Gould  recorder  for  Topsfeild. 

Witaee        willam  smjfh 

Thomas  Dorman 
[the  above  5  lines  were  afterwards 
interliaed  in  the  record  with  a  black- 
er ink] 

This  a  true  Copey  of  mr  Hobart 

BeeeaU;  hs  atested  John  Gould  Re- 
corder for  je  Towne  of  Topafeild: 
60:  00:  00 

Reseued  June  dth  1682  from 
Daaisll  Bedington  in  fnll  of  Tops- 
f Slid  Bate  for  oar  agents:  flue  pound 
in  money. 

Jame  Russell  Treasaer  05:  00: 00 

this  is  a  true  Copey  of  ye  Tresuer 
Beseate  as  aftested  John  Goald  Be* 
colder  for  Topsfeild  this  21  of  Koo* 
ember  1682. 

witnes    Ephrin  dorman. 

at  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  the 
21  'nouember  1682  .lohu  How  is 
Chosen  to  answer  at  ye  Coait  at 
Salt  in  fi)r  Topsfeild  for  ther  being 
Complaiiid  of  abont  a  defected 
bridges  Voated 

Topsfd  July  6th  82. 
Receiued  of  William  Smith  senr 
Constabel  the  Complemeut  of  a  rate 
of  Twenty  pounds,  made  for  my 
Labour  part  of  the  yeare,  80  at  Tops- 
feild.   I  say  receined  Per  mee 

Jer©  Hobart. 

This  is  a  true  Copey  Compared 
with  ye  orignall  Vuder  mr  Hobart 
hand  as  atested  by  mee  John  Gonld 
recorder  for  Tophfeild  this  21  Nou- 
ember  1682.  this  is  truly  compared 
snd  ye  oregenall  actualy  don  by  mr 
Hobesd  atasted  by  me  John  How. 

At  a  Lawfnll  Towns  meeting  the 


21  Nonember  16S2. 

The  Towne  has  foi-  ye  fvill  sattis- 
fieing  of  Mr  Capen  in  respect  of  his 

food  Answer  to  ye  Church  and 
'owne  of  Topsfeild  and  Neaighobers 
of  ye  Vilig  A  Ipswich  farmes  of  his 
settlerarnt  amongst  Vs  in  God  one 
time  in  order  to  ye  Worke  of  ye  ^os- 
piell.  The  Towne  doe  ffuly  Cou- 
fnrme  ye  Land  granted  to  Mr  Capen 
to  bee  his  owne  and  if  Mr  Capen  dos 
Lay  out  any  Charge  a  bout  ye  Land 
ye  Towne  dos  Looke  at  themselues, 
bouud  to  pay  Mr  Capeo  for  it  as  any 
man  or  men  shall  doe  aCording  to 
former  Towne  order  if  any  thing  by 
God  pronedance  shall  hinder  Mr 
Capen  ordcnation  a  mongst  Vs. 

Voated, 

The  Towne  Con  farmed  the  hounds 
Laid  out  by  John  How  A  John  Gould 
8enr  to  Mr  Hobart  of  a  pond  &  three 
eackers  of  Vpland  to  stand  good  to 
Samuel  Howleit  A  his  aaaignea  for 
ener. 

Voated. 

John  Houey  entred  his  Contrey 
deseut  to  ye  Voat  aboue  Whighteen 

Wee  Whose  Names  are  Vndsr 
Wrighteen  being  apointcd  by  ye 
Towne  to  Lay  out  three  eackers  of 
Land  that  ye  Towne  granted  to  Mr 
Jere  Hobart  Wee  accordingly  hane 
don  it.  beginning  at  ye  pond  by  a 
stompe  with  a  heape  of  stones  at  it 
being  one  ye  North  Hid  of  ye  Laud 
and  soe  Rueing  Esterly  to  a  stake 
with  a  heap  of  stones  at  it  and  from 
thence  eowertly  to  a  Littell  blake 
oacke  marked  With  :i  heape  of 
stones  at  it  and  from  that  Westerly 
to  fouer  Littell  wbiat  oackes  marked 
with  a  heape  of  stones  at  it  a  Joning 
to  ye  pond  and  ys  bounds  of  ye  pond 
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before  said  all  a  Long  as  ye  trees  bee 
marked  to  yc  stomps  with  a  heape  of 
stones  as  t»efore  said  the  Land  Joy- 
ing to  ye  pood  ye  whiate  oackes  and 

Je  ■tompe  with  ye  stooM  at  them  doe 
one  to  ye  pond  being  the  two  fouer 
hounds  of  ye  three  eackers  of  Land 
dated  ye  eight  day  of  march  1677  or  78 

JobnGoold, 
John  How, 
At  a  Lawful!  Towne  meeting  ye 
21  NoQmber  16S2  The  Towne  has 
giuen  power  to  ye  select  men  to  Let 
ye  partoniage  booae  A  bame  A  laod 
belonging  to  it  so  as  it  may  repere  it 
selfe  and  not  come  to  a  Towne 
Charged  to  be  repared.  Voated. 

The  Ti)wne  has  Lefte  it  to  ye 
selectmen  adding  Will:  Auerey  db 
Isacke  Estey  A  John  Wilds  to  ye 
■eleotmeD  for  ye  leeleliig  of  pepall 
in  oiir  meeting  houee.  Yonted. 

A  Rate  delinered  to  DmiieU  Bed- 
ington  Conetable    for  jt  Gontiy 

a  mounting  h}  twenty  fiue  ponnds  for 
ye  yeare  lfi8l  and  a  rate  for  ve  Con- 
nty  tredeary  of  fiuc  poaudb  in  ye 
yenie  IWi  and  anlefor  ye Oontray 
nmonntiug  to  thorty  pooiide  for  ye 

yeare  ](\H2. 

There  is  a  Towne  Rate  deliurcd  to 
Daniell  Rediiigton  Constabell  a 
mounting  to  twenty  foner  pounds 
fiueteene  Hhiliog  &  apenev  tHoeing 
date  26  dcsom))r  1682. 

the  Towoe  detes  that  ye  Consta> 
bell  fe  to  pay  out  of  this  imte  is 
twenty  foner  ponnds  fllntesne  stall- 
ings  A  apeney. 

At  a  LawfuU  Meeting  of  ye  >Seleot- 
men  ye  16  of  Jenewary  1682. 

The  Selectmen  bnoe  agreeed  with 
Sanrael  8ymons  toeet  Vp  ngaleray  st 


ye  West  end  of  ye  msslbiff  hone  of 

Topsfeild  and  ye  snld  Symons  Sy- 

mo  us  is  to  take  pay  of  those  that 
site  in  ye  galerey  for  hit*  Worker  &  if 
any  dos  die  or  remoue  and  those 
that  dos  sirniee  them  dos  not  Gootin- 
en  Constant  herers  and  Oontributers 
to  ye  Word  of  God  here  at  Topsfeild 
then  it  tis  Left  to  ye  maior  part  of  ye 
Constant  herers  and  Contributers  to 
ye  Word  of  God  here  at  Topsfeild 
Whether  thay  Will  by  ye  srat^?  or 
giiio  them  liberty  to  aell  to  home 
Uiay  see  Good:  also  Samuel  Symons 
has  Liberty  to  alter  ye  stnres  tbst 
goes  Vp  intn  ye  gslerey  now  and  to 
make  one  other  pare  of  Htnros  that 
shall  goe  into  the  galerey  that  ye  sd 
SymoDS  is  to  set  Vp:  and  into  ye 
galery  that  is  already  setVp  A  if 
thay  that  sit  in  ye  galery  now  will 
not  bop  nt  yt>  Charge  of  ye  remoue- 
ing  ot  ye  stares  With  those  yt  dos  sit 
in  ye  galerey  that  ye  »d  Symoos  dos 
set  Vp  then  It  tis  to  be  pot  one  n 
Towne  a  Counts  also  ye  said  Symons 
has  Liberty  to  remoue  ye  Windoe  that 
is  oner  ye  dore  Whejue  he  is  to  set 
Vp  ye  galerey  Leueing  one  Lite  be 
Low 

Thomas  perkins 
Jacob  Townee 
firancies  pebody 
John  Redington 
John  Gould 
At  a  Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  SSOleoU 
men  ye  1^  nf  JtMiewr  1682 

et  was  Voated  by  ye  Seoleotmeu  and 
OonUned  by  them  that  John  Qonld 
should  send  worbnts  for  Will:  Anerey 
sour  (fc  Mr  Will:  perkins  &  John 
Honey  &  Will:  Nickles  which  wee 
haue  Chosen  for  Tieniugmen  for  thin 
yenre  to  Come  to  ye  said  Gould  boose 
and  take  there  osthos  a  Oofdingto 
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Law  for  wee  hane  apioated  ye  ed 
Groald  to  gfae  them  tiieie  oaittiee  as 
ye  Lawdereeto 

Yoated. 

At  A  r^awfull  meeting  of  ye 
SQCleotmea  ve  30  Jenewr  16ti2  or  83. 
Wee  haae  Chosen  Corpr  Will:  Smith 
to  kepe  oraorey  at  Topsfeiid  which 
wee  doe  desipr  this  hoaered  Court  to 
point  him  a  tirm  for  yt  end  also  wee 
kauciag  our  priuerail  Towtie  meeting 
in  cold  wether  wee  doe  a  Low  Corpr 
Smith  to  sell  beer  toys  Townsmen 
that  day  and  to  kepe  a  fler  in  ye 
boas  that  day  for  The  Towne  to  re- 
moue  there  meeting  and  if  thay  see 
Case  demaod 

At  A  Lawful!  meetingof  ye  Towne 
ofTopsfeUd  the:  6:  march  16^2  or 
83. 

John  Qovkid  was  chosen  to  kepe  ye 
Towne  booke  for  ye  yeare  insaeing 

Corpr  William  Smith  is  Chosen 
Constabell  for  ye  yeare  insueing  for 
Topsfeiid 

Sergt  Isaok  Comings  Is  Chosen  to 
serue  one  ye  .leruey  of  triall  the  next 
Court  bild  at  Ipswich  the  Lsst  tnsday 
of  this  Inst!int  march 

Mr  Thomas  Baker  Isacke  Estey 
Clarke  Sargt  Ephrom  Dorman  Sam* 
uel  Hewlett  &  John  Ooold  Seor:  are 
choBen  ecclectmen  for  to  order  yc  pre- 
denchall  afaiers  of  ve  Towne  for  this 
yeare  iusueiug :  only  wee  probibbit 
them  from  gioeiDg  or  selling  or  ex- 
ehaing  any  of  ye  Townes  Land 

Daniell  Clarke  Comiug  into  ye 
Towne  meeting  the  f>  of  march  1682 
or  83  aud  baiug  thai  hee  had  noe 
Wright  in  ye  Coming 

The  Towne  has  Voated  Ooodman 
Clarke  a  Committer  Voated 

The  Towne  has  a  greed  that  Sam- 


uel Symons  shall  set  Vp  a  galsivy  at 

ye  Este  end  of  ye  meeting  house 
apon  ye  same  Conditione  that  hee 
has  a  greed  with  ye  Boclectmen  to  set 
Vp  one  galerey  at  ye  West  end  of  ye 
meeting  honae  Voated 

The  Towne  has  manisfeeted  by 
Voate  that  thay  doe  desier  Abraham 

Redington  Senr  to  Come  and  site  in 
ye  fore  eeeate  and  old  Goodman 
Nicklos  in  ye  seckond  seeate  Voated 

The  Towne  has  a  greed  by  Voate 
to  pepition  ye  Generall  Conrte  for 
an  aspianation  of  there  grants  of 
Topsfeiid  bounds  Voated 

The  Towne  doM  by  Voat  declare 
that  there  shn!!  bee  appetion  prefered 
to  ye  Honeied  Generall  Court  for 
there  axplaiing  of  two  grants  vpoo 
Court  reokoos  one  baring  date  1648 
the  other  in  ye  yeare  1058:  thia 
petition  shal!  he  prefered  by  Mr  Tho 
Baker  Jacob  Townes  and  John  How 
or  whome  thay  shall  desier  to  Joyne 
with  them. 

The  Towne  has  granted  to  Daniell 
Clarke  that  Littell  silipe  of  Land  that 
bee  has  fenced  in  betweene  bis  house 
and  that  house  as  peter  Shamway 
did  Line  in  but  ye  sd  Clarke  Is  not 
to  remoue  his  fence  any  forder  apon 
ye  Towne  Common  then  it  dos  now 
stabd  Voated 

John  Wilds  &  Klisha  perkius  are 
Chcwen  to  be  seueruoyes  for  hie 
Wayes  A  ffences  for  this  yesie 

Voated 

Wee  Whose  Names  are  Vnder 

Wrigbteen  Beeing;  Apioiited  by  the 
Towne^of  Topsfeiid  to  Lay  out  to  Mr 
Capen  tweuele  Eackers  of  Land  it 
being  Vpland  and  Swampe  A  medoe 
as  is  in  ye  Towne  booke  ezpresed 
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We»  aeooidingly  bme  doo  ft:  biigliH 

ing  at  astake  standiag  apon  the  plaine 
next  to  Goodmaa  How  ao  Ruing 
Borerlj  two  and  tharty  rod  to  a 
littell  red  oacke  marked  witb  a  heape 
of  atonee  at  it:  and  from  thenoe 
reining  Esterly  apon  a  straight  Line 
to  anelme  marked  With  a  heape  of 
atones  at  it  this  Line  is  sixty  rod 
LoQge:  and  from  the  Elme  apon  a 
stfaight  Line  to  a  nash  maiked  in  the 
swarape  neere  Mr  William  perkins 
and  this  Line  is  thurty  eaight  rod 
Longe  and  from  ye  aslie  tree  apon  a 
atraigbt  Line  to  tlie  stake  liefore 
named  as  Witues  our  hands  tbis  38tli 
of  ffebewary  1682  or  83 

flfranoes  Pel>ody 
John  Wilds 
Jaoob  Townes  senr 
John  Gould  senr 

At  a  Lawftoll  meeting  of  ye  secieet- 

men  ye  18  March  1682  or  83 

John  Wil'^s  is  Chosen  a  tieinfrmaii 
and  bis  presiokcs  is  from  hamuel  Hew- 
lett &  ail  ye  ffaimelies  there  about  bv 
Deokon  perkins  A  all  about  DanieU 
Clarke  Ai  Tobigha  perkins  is  Chosen 
a  tioinfrman  &  his  presinkes  is  all  ye 
ffaimeies  Srom  Sargt  Comings  to 
John  prichats  to  Mr  Baker  Sr  to 
William  Auerey  John  Robinson  is 
Chosen  a  tieiugman  and  his  pre- 
sinkes is  all  a  Longe  from  Corpr 
Townes  Vp  to  John  Gould  John 
Micklas  is  Chosen  a  tieingman  ff  ali 
je  if aimeles  one  that  aid  ye  riuer  bee 
Lines  one. 

At  a  Lawfnll  meeting  of  ye  seoleet- 

men  the  23  of  Apriell  1683  Lliat 
Pphody  St  Mr  Tliomas  Baker  AJohn 
How  are  Chosen  to  meete  With  ye 
Gentellmen  that  Come  from  Ipswich 
at  Witliam  Bowlett  one  the  twenty 


fmthofthleliisliiit  aonili  te  eattdl 
a  Une  betmoe  Ipevioli  and  Tops* 

feild. 

I  John  How  doe  aoknolig  that  I 
hane  Besened  of  Uiat  peb<Mij  the. 
ifooer  pounds  ninee  shilinga  ana  two 

pence  that  ye  Towne  did  a  gree  by 
VoHt  to  pay  mee  for  so  much  as  they 
had  rated  ye  Goaner  Symon  Brad- 
street  Esqr  for  and  ye  Gonnr  not 
paying  of  it  ye  Towne  did  pas  a 
Voat  the  forth  of  Noumber  1681  that 
I  should  hane  it  in  a  Towne  rate ;  a 
Towne  rate  being  made  for  that  end 
and  delinered  to  Lieut  pebody  I  doe 
acknolig  that  I  haue  Beseued  the 
hole  some  as  is  aboue  expresed  as 
Witues  my  hand  this  23  of  Apriell 
1683 

John  How. 

Witnes  John   Gould  Recorder  for 

Topsfeild. 

At  a  Lawful!  meeting  of  ve  Towne 
of  Topsfeild  the  4  May  1683 

Sargt  John  Rediugton  is  Chosen 
Ganieuery  man  for  this  yeaie  for 
Topsfeild. 

At  A  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  tlie 
4:  .May  1683  the  Towne  has  giiicne 
power  to  Lliut  pebody  &  Mr  I  humas 
Baker  &  John  Wilds  Sargt  Dor- 
men  to  git  Ipswieh  men  to  take  of 
the  Conditions  that  is  in  there  grant 
to  us  and  then  to  settell  a  Line  With 
Ipswich  for  our  Towne  Voated 

there  Was  a  rate  made  hy  Vartey 
of  a  Worant  from  ye  Con  trey  TreS' 
enir  of  two  pound  seuenteene  shiliogi 
A  aLenene  pence  to  be  paid  in  mon.* 
ey  for  Vnimprooed  Land  his  worrant 
did  bare  date  Boston  27th  March 
1683  <&  it  was  made  ye  ^  March  1683 
and  deliuered  to  ye  ConarabeU  of 
TopefeUd 
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there  Was  a  rate  made  by  Vartey  of  eheepe  in  orTowne  and  ye  owners 
of  a  Warrant  from  ye  Contrey  Tree-  of  the  rames  Will  take  noe  Care  to 

emr  of  ten  pounds  two  shiltngs  to  be  prfent  ye  damige  that  Comee  by 
paid  in  money  for  our  ag-ants  and  rames  ruin^  one  ye  Common  at  Lib- 
other  neseraj  Charges  for  ye  Contrey  erty  Therefore  to  prfent  forder  dam- 
and  delienred  to  ye  Oonetabell  the  ige  by  rameet  raiog  one  ye  Common 
9  May  1683:  the  Treseuer  Worrant  it  tie  hereby  deefaured  by  ye  eedeet- 
didbaredate  Boeton March  27th  1638.  men  thnt  that  man  or  men  yt  dos  not 

At  a  Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  Sec-  f '"'^        «^  '"^^^^ 

lectmen  of  Topefeild  ye  28  of  July  *^  ^'^^'^y 

jggj  r        ^  «r  monorone  any  open  ground  yt  is 

Whareas  Wee  did  Reseue  a  Wright-  not  inclosed  shall  IbrBte  ye  cmelialfe 
teen  from  ye  Seeleotmenof  SiSam  of  ye  said  ram  to  htm  yt  take  ye  sd 
to  apiont  two  men  to  meete  som  ^am  Vp  and  ye  man  yt  take  Vp  ye 
men  thay     'hose  at   Lint  Thomas  J*"^  ^  *2  y«   ram  a  Lwi^ng  to 

putnam  one  f  rieday  next  to  Lay  out  l^^/^  .  J^i?^.*f  Within 
i  Contrey  hie  Way:  betwene  Salam  ten  dayes  then  he  yt  lake  up  ye  ram 
ft  Andeuer  has  Liberty  to  kille  ye  ram  or  to  se- 

Wee  haue  Carefuly  Looked  into  ye  ^'"^  darai-e  as 

Law  and  Wee  find  that  Wee  haue  before  expretied  and  if  ye  owner  doe 
noe  power  to  Chose  men  for  that  end  jpeeie  Within  one  fortnight  ye  one 
for  ye  Uw  doe  Say  ye  Townee  shall  3?        «>  Vp  to  ye 

doe  it:  inLoue  w4  have  Choeen  owner  and  ye  other  halfe  to  ye  man 
two  men  to  Uome  to  meete  yu  to  tell  .  ^""^ 

yu  ye  reaon  Whie  Wee  Could  doe  f  withm  ye  time  before  expresed 
ice  more  at  this  time  and  ye  two  ^1  one  halfe  of  ye  ram  so  t^n 
men  that  are  Chosen  ia  LUut  Tho:  Yp  *<>  ^"""^T 

Baker  *  John  Gould  ^  '^^''^^^      ''^""'^  ^""^ 

r     «  ii  m  OA  ve  ground  Vuinclosed  from  ye  tenth 

,  ^*  *  ^"""^  ^  Of  July  to  ye  twelth  of  Nouember 

of  aguBt  1  ms  ^  1,^  Liberty  to  take  Vp 

Johnffi  uich  Was  Chosen  a  Com-  any  ram  so  ruing  within  this  time  and 

miasioner  to  Joyuewithye  seciectmen  this  order  to   stand  in    force  tell  ye 

to  take  a  Ltot  of  ail  male  persons  f^^^j.^      ^ase  to  make  some  other 

and  other  eatal^  as  ye  Law  drects  order  about  rames  or  ye  seelectmen 

and  to  Caroy  tt  to  ye  shere   Towne  «,egood  to  repeall  it.  Voated 

and  to  Joytie  With  ye  Commissioner 

there  as  ye  Law  dereets.  Voted  ^p,.}p]|  22  1664 

At  a  LawtuU  meeting  of  ye  sec-  Acordiug  to  the  order  of  the  Hon- 
lectmen  of  Topefeild  the  28  agust  onred  Generall  Court  May  the 
1688  Seuenth  1662  Wee  Whoa  namee  are 

There  being  great  Complaints  Com-  hereunto  subscribed  ruinge  the  deuid* 
ing  to  Vs  about  many  pepell  Lett-  ing  Line  between  Salam  and  Top8> 
iog  there  rames  rune  apon  ye  Com-  feUd.  Wee  rune  from  Sal '  m  meeting 
mon  to  ye  great  damige  of  the  breed  house  six  miles  apon  playne  ground 
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(by  ir&uifi)  somthiog  more  Westerlj 
tiwn  the  north  and  by  Wert  poynt 

Wheare  wee  set  a  stake  and  erected  a 
heape  of  stones,  there  standing  a 
White  oak  a  bout  two  or  three  pole 
more  soatberij  of  it  maiked  with  S 
Tand  fRMB  that  he*pe  of  stones 
Wee  first  rune  Eastward  Circularly 
and  marked  a  Whitoake  with  S  T 
and  6o  cuQtiouiDge  the  Line  With 
mMfced  traee  Yotill  Wee  Came  ftt 
BfabofM  meow  to  a  rv<\  oake  marked 
at  the  north  end  of  Rishope  greater 
part  of  medow  and  so  runin^e 
betwene  the  two  medowB  ouer  hiah- 
opt  brooke  to  a  White  oake  and  from 
thence  to  I.<ong  Sponge  almost  aU  the 
wny  through  it  hy  mnples  and  one 
wailuut  tree  maiiied  in  the  8[)ouge 
from  tbenoe  oroae  Thomas  pataams 
medow  to  a  red  oake  marked  on  the 
east  side  of  it  and  so  oner  the  hill 
Through  ffartner  porters  medow  Vnto 
a  Litteil  Whit  oake  marked  with  T  S 
which  ataode  on  the  eart  aide  of  the 
high  way  by  the  forde  ouer  the 
hrooke  Which  is  ('nmmonly  Called 
stouey  hrooke  from  thence  it  nines 
cross  ou  other  parcel  of  ffarmer  pur- 
tera  medow  on  the  north  end  of  tha 
Long  hill  which  Lyeth  on  the  south 
p?^Ht  of  the  said  medow  bv  a  marked 
WaUuut  tree  and  from  thence  to 
Wannnm  Line  Which  Line  from  the 
iiaape  of  stonea  ia  about  two  miOe 
and  one  halfe. 

Then  Woe  borrnn  at  the  first  heape 
of  stoneB  and  ran  towards  the  soatb 
aaat  (atiU  keping  alzmiUea  from 
Salam  meeting  house)  Wee  rune  ouer 
the  northeast  end  of  vruior  TTaith- 
erns  hill  about  nixty  ])ole  by  entLTiia- 
tiou  from  hiH  medow  from  thence 
rakung  by  a  maikad  tna  oner  partof 
MrCXirrina  fiuma  Croaabytha  aid 


of  a  Sponge  of  medow  Which  Lyetk 
▼pon  Ipawioh  riner  naaro  thnrty  pola 
from  the  rioer,  and  from  thence  tlia 

Line  runs  be  Low  the  side  of  th<» 
steepe  hill  by  the  tide  of  the  medow 
Vnto  a  marked  pine  and  from  that 
a  Longe  in  tliat  narrow  Sponge  of 

medow  Vnto  an  other  pine  marked 
With  8  T  standing  in  a  Litell  pine 
swampe  on  the  eaet  aid  of  the  Litell 
brooka  about  two  pole  fnm  %  fmm 
thence  it  ran  through  Henry  flalpa 
feeUl  on  the  east  aid  of  his  honse 
Vuio  agreat  red  oake  marked  with  S 
T  standing  a  bout  ten  pole  Westward 
of  Andeuer  road  to  iteiam  and  fMmi 
thence  to  a  pine  forward  in  the  Line 
and  so  to  a  duhle  Whiat  oake  mark- 
ed as  before  Which  stands  on  the 
aooth  of  a  Littell  medow  fenced  hi 
and  from  that  to  redding  Line  soe 
that  tliis  South  West  Line  is  about 
four  milles  from  the  heape  of  stones, 
all  Which  maikes  was  faithfully  and 
ezaetiy  wrought  aooidlng  to  the 
rulles  of  art  and  the  Whole  bounds 
of  Salam  as  now  wee  haue  rone  it  is 
full  six  miles  from  balam  meeting 
hous 

Hwmaa  Noyes 
Jonathan  Danforth 
this  was  entred  by  Voate  Si  order  of 
ye  Seclectmeu  of  Topsfeild  in  to 
there  Towoe  booke 

Thla  ia  a  trae  Copey  Compared 
With  the  orignall  as  atested  by  mee 
John  Goold  reoordar  for  Topafaild 

at  a  LawfnU  maelfaif  of  ye  Turn 
of  Topafaild  the  8  day  of  Nooambar 

the  men  that  ye  Towne  did  impow- 
er  to  sue  and  petition  for  the  Ldutds 
that  wain  by  Sakun  granted  In  or 
bonnda  bane  don  ttaadOoma  toya 
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Towne  for  there  waiges  and  their 
bahig  but  small  aperaocw  tbB  Towne 
BQida  good  to  a  Jorne  ttrarre  Towne 

meeting  tell  ten  aCloke  in  ye  mom 
ye  twenty  of  this  iustant 

At  a  Lawful!  Towue  meeting  hild 
apOD  a  Jorment  ye  20  Noomber  1688 
The  Towne  did  maaifeet  by  Voate 
that  the  three  men  namely  Lliut 
Thomas  Baker  Corpr  Jacob  Townee 
and  John  How  shall  haue  ye  one 
halfe  of  ye  Land  that  thay  doe  re> 
couer  for  ye  Towne  as  fast  as  thay 
doe  recouer  it  l^eaueing  one  halfe  to 
ye  Towne  all  waves  as  fast  as  lhay 
doe  reooaer  it  and  thay  'are  Impower- 
ed  to  goe  one  With  perticklcrs  sotee 
as  fast  as  thay  can  toll  thay  haae 
recoaered  all  as  is  ye  Townes  a  Cord- 
ing to  Generell  Court  order  and  ye 
Luid  that  shall  be  recouered  by  this 
aboue  named  men  shall  be  eaquely 
defied  betwene  yo   Towne   and  ye 
aboue  named  men  Kaquelly  both  for 
qaauty       qualety  and  there  halfe 
sball  be  for  there  sattisfaztion  for  all 
there  disbarsments  a  Cording  to 
Towne  order  Voated 
Wee  Whose    names    are  Vndcr 
WrigUteeu  doe  fully  Consent  U> 
With  ye  Towne  that  ye  Towne  shall 
haue  ye  forat  profer  of  hying  our 
parts  of  Land  and  if  VVce  doe  sell  it 
the  True  meing  is  to  any  inbahitaues 
of  or  Towue  this  is  a  full  agrement 
with  the  three  men  and  ye  Towne 
Lliat  Thomas  Baker 
Corpr  Jacob  Townes 
John  How 
This  ia  a  true  Copey  Compared  with 
ye  three  abooe  named  men  Consent 
there  hands  being  set  to  it  as  it  tis 
now  in  ye  Towne  Booke  as  atested  P 
mee  Jolm  Gould  recorder  for  Tope- 
feild 


Eeeed  June  12th  1666  from  Dauieli 
Badington  of  Toprfeild  in  fnil  of 
said  l^nmes  proportion  to  flue  Bates 

ye  some  of  thnrty  fflue  pounds  fouer 
shiiings  in  Coatry  pay  <fe  twenty 
pounds  two  shiiings  in  money 

PJame  Rnsell  Tresner 

This  is  a  true  Copey  Compared 
with  ye  Tresuer  reseate  as  atested 
John  Gould  Recorder  for  Topsfeiid 

Thomas  Baker 

This  82th  of  desember  1688 

Receued  of  Daniell  Rediugton  of 
Topsfeiid  in  full  of  his  County  rate 
in  ye  year  82  ye  some  of  fflue  pounds 
one  shiiings  I  say  Resned  P  mee 
Robart  Payne  Tresner  82 

This  is  a  true  Copoy  Compared 
with  ye  Tresuer  Reseate  a«  atested 
P  mee  John  Gould  recorder  for  Tops- 
feiid 

Samnel  Bowlett 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 

desember  1683  John  Gonld 
senr  and  John  Wilds  are  Chosen  to 
deuide  the  Land  by  Whenham  Line 
with  Llfnt  Baker  A  Corpr  Townes 

and  John  How  that  peioe  of  Land  as 
yp  nhoncd  nnmed  men  flid  'jr\\  of 
whenham  men  forder  then  or  Line 
did  rune  before  Voated 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 
25  desember  1688  The  Towne  did. 
gine  mr  Capen  liberty  to  set  Vp  a 
seeate  at  ye  Vpper  end  of  ye  pulpit 

Voated 

Wee  doe  hereby  declare  yt  wee  are 
Vtterly  Vnwillino;  to  yeeld  ether  u>  a 
Resignation  of  the  Charter  or  to  any- 
thing yt  shall  be  equeoalent  there 
Vnto  Whereby  ye  foundation  there 
of  should  be  raced 

This  Was  V  oated  by  or  Towne  and 
ye  InhabiUiiance  about  Vs   yt  dos 
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Wee  Whoes  Names  are  Voder 
Wric^hteen  doe  hereby  declare  that 
Wee  are  desierous  y%  all  humbeil 
appkoatiOD  be  made  to  fait  MaiMty 
jt  Wee  may  stUI  InlQiy  or  pflioiliBOt 
Molding  to  oharter 

John  How 
William  perkins 
John  BoUnooD 
John  Wilda 
John  Townee 

Wee  being  Cboocu  by  ye  Towne 
to  deuide  aparcell  of  Lland  that  Was 
obtafaied  by  Uiot  Baker  Oorpr  Townee 

John  How  by  ye  settlement  of  a 
Line  Whit  Whenham  as  will  a  pee  re 
iu  ye  Towne  Uooke  Voder  there 
hands  that  it  a  Commltey  Ghoeen  by 
Topsfeild  to  settell  ye  Lines  betwene 
Whenhnm  &  Topsfeild  aud  ye  Towne 
of  Tojjsfeild  did  L'rant  tti  Liut  Baker 
Corpr  iowaeu  tk  .Jho  Uow  ye  one 
hilfe  of  ye  Land  for  there  paynes  dr 
Cost  thay  haue  bin  out  about  it  and 
cbo«i>^  .Toliii  rronld8cnr&  John  Wilda 
to  goe  and  deuide  the  Land  With  ye 
three  aboue  named  men  Which  Wee 
iiane  done  as  foleth«  the  fforat  Une 
begines  at  Joseph  porters  medoe  and 
ye  bounds  settled  by  Wiifuham  and 
Topsfeild  next  When  ba  in  Caesway 
toabanohof  mapeb  at  ye  bfooke 
ehall  remaine  to  yt  Towne  A  ye 
brookp  the  hnnnds  ye  next  markcrl 
bunch  of  maples  at  a  Litell  Hand  ;it 
ye  end  of  Sargt  Townes  medow  aud 
the  iwanip  one  ye  Bait  aide  of  the 
brooke  the  swamp  and  medow  and 
Hnoklf*i)t!frov  Ilatnl  a  Cording  to 
agreement  With  WheDiiain  sbail  Ke- 
maine  to  Lliut  Baker  Ck>rpr  Townes 
and  John  Hofw  thii  le  a  deofetion  a 
greed  apon  and  settled  by  Vs : 

Dated  ye  38  desember  1688 


John  Groold  mr 

John  Wi!!d 
Thomas  Baker 
John  How 
Llint  Baker  A  John  Bow  atgno  mi 

behalfe  of  Corpr  Townes  as  ateetod 
John  Gould  recorder  for  Topsfeild 

Daoiell  Kedington  Coustabel  Came 
feo  met  ye  the  4th  iMidiai  and 
btofigiit  nee  Beoeatea  of  ye  pertiek- 
ler  somes  as  he  was  ordererT  by  the 
seclectmen  to  pay  out  of  a  rato  raade 
and  Deliuered  to  him  to  gather  Vp  of 
twenty  foaer  ponnda  and  IBoteene 
shilings  and  a  peney  and  yo  reseates 
Vnder  the  pertickler  persons  hands 
as  it  did  apeere  so  that  ye  Coustabeil 
is  fnly  dischaiged  of  that  rate  of  241b 
lte:Old 

I  say  this  is  true  as  atested  by 
mee  John  Gould  Recorder  for  Topa- 
feild 

at  a  metiug  of  the  salactmen  the 
18  of  September  1677 ; 
in  Belilion  to  the  Law  Concoming 

tithinf?  m<'n  :  we  bane  mned  Chois ; 
of  mr  Willyem  Perkins  Saner  and 
Daken  Thomas  Perkins  and  Saigent 
Bdnan  Town  and  Willyem  Niqoella 
as  tithing  men  for  Topsffeld :  mr 
Willyem  Perkins  is  to  in  spaet  thos 
ffolowing  ffamelis,  Left  If raucis  Pa- 
body:  mr  Thomna  Baker  Thomaa 
Dorman  willyem  Avorell  Daniell  Bot- 
man  Kphiim  l>nrman  John  Bonyo 
John  Pretcbt't  :  Isack  Comins  : 

Daken  Perkius  is  to  in  spact  tboe 
folowing  ffamelie  sargt :  John  8ad- 
ington  John  Willd  John  franeh 
Samuell  Howlct  Micnll  Donel!  John 
Comins  Willyem  Howlet :  mr  John 
Brodstreet  Sargt  Edman  Town  is  to 
in  spaot  thoo  flfokming  flkmelya  Bn- 
sigu  John  Gould  John  Curtis  Mathow 
itanly  James  Watteis  Joseph  Town 
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laack  Easty  Jacob  Town  John  Robi> 
BOD  Daniell  Clark  John  How  Lak 
wakliin  willyem  Perkins  Willyem 
Kiqaells  ia  to  inspact  tbos  ffolowiag 
ffuneljB  John  Niqnells  Thomas 
Kftney  wiUyeiii  Hobb  Philip  Knight 

JohD  Gould 
fraoces  pabody 

Seuerall  Rates  made  and  deituered 
to  Corpr  Smith  Conetabell  bareing 
dftte  14th  Jenewary  1683 
to  one  Rate  for  ye  County  at  08-15-00 
to  one  Singell  Country  rate  at  Od-15- 

00 

to  one  rate  A  a  half e  for  ye  ContirT 
in  money  St  depytes  wages  which 

all  dos  Come  to  22-01-06 
one  miaiaterys  rate  which  Comes  to 
65£  ooe  tburd  of  it  money  65-Oa-OO 

ail  thee  rates  aietobee  payed  in 
yt  yeare  1688 

At  a  Oencrall  Court  of  Election 
held  at  BosHon  lOtb  day  of  third 
month  1648 

Whereas  the  Court  holdeu  at  Boston 
the  4th  7m  1639  there  Was  Certaine 
Lands  Lying  necre  Ipswich  Riuer 
granted  for  a  Village  Either  to  sume 
of  the  Inhabttante  of  Salam  or  Same 
of  the  Inhabitante  of  Ipswich  Whoe 
haue  farmes  neere  Vnto  the  said  Land 
to  be  inioyed  by.thoeae  Whoe  first 
Setled  a  Village  theere  thay  boalh  pre- 
poonding  for  it  to  gether :  how  euer 
the  order  mentioneth,  only  Salam 
inhabitants,  and  for  ns  much  as  thr 
inhabitants  of  Ipswich  haue  for 
oeere  this  two  yeare  pi-ocured  & 
maintained  one  to  dispenee  the  Word 
of  God  Vnto  them.  Which  thay  in 
tend  "to  Continue :  It  is  therefore 
ordered  &  granted  that  Mr  John  En- 
decott,  &  the  said  lohabitaots  of 
Ipawicb  Vis  Mr  Bradstreet,  Mr  Sy* 
mondsHr  Whittiogam  Mr  William 


paine  Mr  Bobert  payne  A  Snefa  other 

of  Ipswich,  or  Salam  as  thay  shall 
assosiate  to  themsehics,  shall  haue 
Liberty  to  setle  a  Viliadge  neere  the 
said  Rlner  of  Ipewioh,  as  it  may  bee 
most  Convenient  for  them,  to  Which 
the  afore  said  Land  shall  hcT^ng 
Vizt  all  that  Which  Lyeth  neere  the 
said  Riuer  not  formerly  granted  to 
any  Towne  or  pson  pronid^  that  any 
of  the  InhabitaBts  of  Salam,  Whoe 
haue  farmes  neere  Vnto  the  said 
Land  now  granted  shall  haue  Liberty 
for  one  yeare  next  Coming  to  Joyue 
With  the  said  Vilage,  A  to  bane 
theire  equeall  A  proportionable  prin* 
iledg  in  the  same.  And  Whearefts 
Mr  Bradstreet  hath  Liberty  granted 
him  to  take  his  farme  of  fiue  hundred 
acram  the  next  Convenient  place, 
that  is  fltt  for  a  farme.  to  that  Which 
is  granted  to  Mr  John  Endecott 
Which  may  proue  preiudiciall  to  the 
said  Village,  It  is  therefore  ordered 
that  the  said  Mr  Bradstreete  shall 
haue  Liberty  to  take,  his  said  farme  of 
fine  hundred  acres  in  any  other  place 
not  yett  graoted  to  any  Towne  or 
pson  not  prejndiciall  to  any  plantation 
made  or  to  be  made  Which  When 
hee  hath  so  done  <fc  mauefested  the 
same  to  this  Court  his  aforesd  grant 
shall  forth  With  be  Voyd  &  the  sd 
Lands  shall  be  Long  to  the  Village 
before  mentioned  to  be  disposed  of 
by  the  Inhabitants  there  of  for  the 
goo(\  of  the  Whole  and  if  Salam  & 
Ipswich  shall  not  agree  before  the 
next  Conrt  abovt  a  poell  of  meddow« 
now  desired  by  Salam,  to  be  to 
Whenham,  then  the  Court  shall  deter- 
min  it 

That  this  is  a  true  Coppy  taken  out 
of  the  Courts  Book  of  Beoords  ia 
atested  by  Edward  Bawsoo  Sectary 
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▼m  Copia  of  y t  Coppy  takm  by  Beoofdi  Atetted  Edward  Bftwioii 

Seotrey 

Hilliard  Veron  Clerk  n  Verie  Copia  of  that  Coppy  as 

Tkis  is  a  true  Coppy  taken  of  yt  a  tested  John  Gould  Recorder  for 

CoppT  by  mee  John  Gould  recorder  TopsfeUd. 
for  IxMMfMld* 

At  a  General!  Court  held  at  Boiton  ^  Lawf  ull  Meeting  of  ye  Towne 

the  19  October  1658  Topsfeild  the  4th  of  March  1688 

In  answer  to  the  petition  of  tlip  In-  ^        «  -i,  

habitants  of  Topffeiid  iL  being  put  Goold  8«nr  to  ChoiBD  to  tope 

to  the  qoeetkm  Whether,  the  Linda  ^^f  Towne  Bookea  of  leokords  for 

of  Salam  8hal  be  aoooumpted  to  Run  tbiejearein  aaeing  Voeted 

from  thf.  nieetmg:   house  six  miles  Co       William   Smith  to  Chosen 

into  the  woods  &  noe  more,  Alwaies  Constabell  for  thto  jef«e  insoeinff 

pronided  that  the  pticular  psons  to  Topsfeild 

Whome  Lands  haae  beene  gmled  Wilimm  Auery  Sear  is  Ciiobeu  to 

by  Salem  Within  Topsfeild  Une  shaU  g^^^  ^  ^  Jenerey  of  trtalls  the 

be  Long  to  the  proprietors         The  ^^^^  County  Court  to  beholden  at 

Court  resolues  this  quesUou  m  the  ip^^jeh  the  Last    tosday  of  thto 

ainrmatiiie.  Instant  March 

Tliis  a  True  Coppy  taken  ont  of  agargt   Redimttou  Corpr  Jacob 

the  Courts  lK>oke  of  Records  aaateefp  Towni  John  Honey  Thomas  Dorman 

ed  Edward  Raw8on  Se^terey  j^y^  q^^i^  g^nr  is  Chosen  Seclect- 

llin?^Vj'^*<^J^*  raentoordrr  the  prndnnoiftll  afares 

!5l.  .                         .     ^  of  the  Towne  for  thui  eusueing  yeare 

This  IS  a  trueCtoppyof  that  Coppy  ^    ^^^q        dtoapoee  of 

takc^n  P  mpe  John  Gould  Beooider  ye  Tbwnee  Land 

for  Topsteild.  '  ^ 

At  A  Generaii  Cuuit  iiiid  at  bos-  ut  A  Lawful!  Towue  meeting  of  the 

ton  10th  of  October  1688  Towne  of  Topsfeild  the  4th  mareh 

In  Answer  to  ye  petttk^o  of  Thomas  1 688-84  Mr  ToUgah  perkins  A  Joseph 

Baker  Jacobe  Townps  and  John  How  E«4toY  aro  Chosen  seruayers  for  hie 

of  Topsfeild  for  explanation  of  an  wayet*  tor  this  insueiug  v^are  Danieil 

order  of  Court  made  19th  of  October  Bedington  A  Samuel  Standley  are 

1858  reffering  to  Lands  granted  by  Chosen  fenoe  Yeneree  for  thto  Inane* 

Salem   With   in  Topsfeild  bounds  \ri<y  yeare 

Vpon  A  full  hpfirintr  of  the  Case  and  Wliareas  the  Towne  had  formerly 

What  hath  bine  alleadged  both  by  giuen  Lliberty  to  Liut  pebody  to  set 

Salem  and  Topsfeild  the  Court  doe  Vp  a  mell  and  to  floe  no  moeh  of  the 

Judge  that  the  aforesaid  order  refern  Townee  Common  aa  Was  needftall 

only  to  such  Lands  ns  were  granted  for  a  mille  (this  Towne  act  not  Irping 

by  Salem  before  the  tenth  of  may  found  in  ye  Towne  Booke)  the  Towne 

1648.  dos  now  by  Voat  declare  that  thay 

That  What  to  abooo  Written  to  A  doe  Mafau  grant  Lllbirly  to  ye  aaid 

true  Copie  taken  ont  of  the  Conrti  pebo^  to  float  aoe  mnoh  of  the 
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Townet  Common  [as  is  for  ye  good 
•nd  Vese  of  ye  mille  so  Long  as  ye 
mill  doth  itand  and  grind  for  ye 
Towne  Voated 

The  Towne  has  Chosen  Lliut  Pe- 
body  &  Llint  Raker  and  John  Wilds 
Sc  Sargt  Dorman  to  nme  and  Settell 
a  Line  With  Ipswich  men  betwene  or 
Towne  A  Ipawksh  only  the  Towne  doe 
pfohabet  the  abone  named  men  from 
Oonaentin^  to  nnv  thing  that  may  be 
to  or  Towaes  damige  in  Relation  to 
makins  or  Towne  tresspaaere  in  or 
CattellOomuig  into  the  bounda  of 
IpBwieh  Voated 

John  Honey  Thomas  Dorman  & 
John  Qonld  Senr  are  Choeen  a  Com- 
mitey  to  Lay  ont  a  Countrey  hie 
way  from  Bowely.to  Topafoild 

Voated 

The  Towne  meeting  is  a  Jorned 
to  ye  18  of  this  instant  march. 

Mr  Capen 

Wheare  yu  are  pleased  to  moue 
something  ConCoroinp  the  f»rodoaoe 
itfthe  paraoning  which  the  Towne 
Jenerfllly  «fiy  thay  did  not  expect 
but  Bcauerall  say  that  yor  selfe  said 
yu  would  haue  nothing  to  doe  with  it 
apon  which  the  eedectmen  bane  Leet 
it  for  twenty  shiliiugs  a  years.  The 
Towne  desiers  to  know  yor  mind  sar- 
tin  in  that  thing  and  if  yu  doe  wholy 
renownoe  the  paraoniKe  the  Towne 
wQI  then  anawer  yor  Reqoeat  in  add* 
iug  BIX  pounds  to  yor  Salery  for  pro- 
uiding  yu  ffier  wood  liy  the  yeare 
Leauing  our  frinds  of  the  Vilige  and 
fljumen  to  doe  what  thay  will  in  that 
reapect  Voated 

William  Anerey  Sener  enters  his 
Contrey  deaent  to  ye  Voat  abone 


wrighteen 

I  do  hereby  dedare  my  redineaa  ft 

Willingness  to  accept  of  ye  aboue 

mentioned  proposall  of  ye  addition 
of  six  pounds  to  my  saiery  for  ye 
precuring  of  my  fierwood  and  do  also 
hereby  renonnoe  ye  use  of  ye  per- 
sonage Which  I  Vnderstand  is  by  yor 
eelnea  Concluded  that  I  did  expect 
Your  Saruant  Joseph  Capen 

This  is  a  true  Copey  of  What  Mr 
Capen  did  send  to  ye  Towne  the  18 
of  March  1688  or  84  aa  ateated  by 
mee  John  Gonld 

recorder  for  Topaf eild 

Wetneais 
John  How 
Eplirmim  Dorman 

At  A  Lawfull  Towne  Meeting  of 
the  Towne  of  Topsfeild  the  22 
Apriell  1684 

The  Towne  made  Choae  of  Hint 
pebody  Lliut  Baker  Corpr  Towoea 

John  Wilds  Sargt  Dorman  John 
Houey  <&  John  How  to  settell  a  Line 
With  Ipswich  betwene  Ipswich  it 
Topsfeild  and  any  foner  or  fine  of 
tliem  Agreeing  With  tboae  men  that 
Ipswich  shsll  Chose  for  yt  end  shnll 
stand  and  thay  haue  full  power  to 
agree  With  Ipswich  for  thare  settel- 
ment  of  a  Line  Wliidh  hath  neoer  bin 
don  aence  Wee  ware  a  Towne 

Voated 

The  Towne  has  agreed  ilmt  a  do- 
puty  yt  goes  to  ye  Generaii  Court 
ahail  bane  Irat  IBoteene  sbiliogs  pr 
weeake  in  Countrey  pay  also  thay 

Imne  a  greeed  yt  a  deputy  shall  goe 
to  ye  Generaii  Court  apon  ye  Condi- 
tions alM>ue  said 

Voated 
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Tlcie  HLowletUi  and  Cleurlca. 

TWO  OLD  T0P8FIELD  FAIOLIBS. 

By  Maaikxta  Clark. 

It  goes  without  saying^  that,  in  cx-  towards  the  northwest,  the  river 
amining  the  records  of  the  past*  the  towards  the  south,  pt.  of  the  ined- 
fartber  back  we  go,  the  more  misty  dowea  lying  oo  the  south  syde  the 
•nd  OMgrt  do  they  beoome.  Just  rim.  The  other  pt.  of  Oie  eald 
as  we  faney  that  we  are  on  the  verge  f urme  lyeing  nearer  the  towne  by 
of  a  discovery,  some  important  docu-  Mr.  Whitinghams  bounds  by  the 
incnt  is  missing,  mnking  n  broken  laiirl  of  Symon  Broadstreet  and  the 
link  m  our  eham  of  evidence  to  be  land  of  Mr.  WhitlDgham  tuwaxxl  the 
repaired  ae  beet  we  may.  aooth  and  eoatfawee^  by  the  laod  of 

The  first  items  bearing  npon  the  Mr.  Samnel  Symonds  towards  the 
subject  in  hsind.  the  settlement  of  northwest,  a  poynt  coming  to  the 
our  farm  and  ittt  immediate  viciuity,  four  mile  brook,  having  the  land  of 
I  have  copiefl  from  the  Ipswich  rec-  Mr.  Broadstreet  on  the  east  and  the 
or&.  land  of  Mr.  Boggere  toward  the 

^  "Mr.  Appleton,  Sai^eant  Howlett,  northeast.    The  whole  farrae  con- 

'  John    Perkins   and   Thomas    Scott  tainiog  four  hundred  acres  more  or 

were  appointed  to  assist  the  lott  less.  To  have  and  lo  hold  and  to 
l^ers  in  laying  out  Mr.  Dodleys,  enjoy  all  the  sayd  premieea  iiiito  the 
Mr.  Bradstreets  and  Mr.  Saltonstalls  sayd  WUUam  Payne  and  to  hie  heln 
farmes  before  the  fourteenth  of  May,  forever 

1687."  Dated  tiie  20th  of  the  11th  1647." 

**1642,  Mr.  Bartholemew,  George  Another  record  gives  us  a  little 
Oiddings,   Jo  Whipple^    Bugeant  more  light  on  the  looatioo  of  thin 

Howlett  have  full  power  to  lay  out  land. 

the  land  to  Mr.  Rogere  wbioh  be  "Voted  that  Mr.  William  Payne 
bought  of  Mr.  Tuttie."  shall  have  thirty  [ximids  paid  him  for 

That  this  land  was  laid  out  we  his  farme  iyelug  beyond  Gravelly 
infer  from  the  faet  that  Eneigae  brook,  at  or  before  this  time  twelve- 
Howlett  was  credited  by  the  town  of  month,  or  else  the  said  William 
Ipswich  for  "five  dajs  about  Mr.  Payne  is  to  have  the  little  Neck. 
Bogen»v"  but  we  are  ^eft  to  get  an  Also  the  barnes  and  his  two  acres  of 
ideaof  ite  wfaereabooti  an  beat  we  ground  at  the  little  Neoke  in  to  be 
can  from  the  following  grant  to  Mr.  prized  by  indiferent  men,  and  paid 
Willinni  Payne: —  ••Also  a  farme  to  him  besides  liis  thirty  pounds,  one 
granted  unto  him  at  the  New  Mtd-  chosen  by  the  towiie  and  u<ie  by  Mr. 
dowes,  one  pt  of  it  lying  beyond  the  Payne,  and  if  they  agree  then  they 
farme  granted  to  John  Webeter,  hav-  to  ehooee  a  third  man. 
|ng  a  ewamp  on  the  North,  a  brook       At  the  general  meeting  the  92 
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{%%.)  1649." 

Kt  the  F=!n.Tnr»  meetiot;- 

"Mr.  Nathaniel  Roggers  is  poa- 
aessed  by  the  grant  of  tbe  to  woe  of 
a  larniA  St  the  New  Meddoww  oon- 
talnlDg  three  hnndrcd  aoret»  boand- 
ed  by  Broadstreel  his  fru-tno  on  the 
uouth,  Mr.  SaltoDstalls  farme  east 
tbe  commou  north  and  northeast, 
Mr.  WilUain  PityiM  nortbeMt  tf»  en- 
joy all  the  several  grmnti  to  him  and 
bU  heirs  forever." 

We  next  tind  the  foilowitig  oopied 
into  cor  own  raeonla : 

'*At  a  goaernl  Towue  meeting 
(Ipswich)  F.  h  ye  9th  mnth,  I^tI  " 

"Granted  l<>  kiisifjno  ThoinHB  Hew- 
lett six  acreb  of  Upland  to  be  joined 
to  the  fnnne  whioh  hoe  boaght  of 
Mr.  Rogggeie  wheare  the  MM  Eb* 
eigne  have  hnilt  his  hou'^o.*' 

"Thia  particular  (with  live  others j 
above  are  true  coppies  taken  out  of 
the  Towne  hook  of  Ipetrfeh  as  they 
ere  there  recorded." 

"John  Brewer,  Clarke  of  ye  towue 
of  Ipswich.  "    "Aprell  23,  1684" 

**Thee  are  Trae  coppies  of  tbeee 
Copies  as  atested  b  me.  .Tohn  Oonld, 
Recorder  for  Topsfield. " 

*•  Witoeis  to  the  Copeyes  as  ttu-y 
be  presented  to  Uh  under  ye  Clarke 
of  Ipawieh  hande  beaidee  or  Cleike 
hand." 

John  How  William  Smith,  jr. 

I  could  fiud  uo  other  record  save 
that  given  in  this  "copey"  of  the 
^'farine"  which  Bneign  Howlett 
"bonght  of  Mr.  Roj^gers  "  There 
was  no  cleeil ;  the  transaction  was 
not  mentioned  auyj^here  else.  We 
are  left  to  loam  the  tooatkm  of  that 
land  in  a  eomewhat  imperfect  way 
from  subsequent  papers.  But  the 
six  acres  granted  by  the  town  we  are 


able  to  identify  almost  certainly  with 
tbe  land  extending  from  the  ini!I 
pond  to  the  schoolhon'^e,  hou  ruled 
on  one  side  by  the  scbooihouse 
woodai  on  tlie  other  by  the  highway 
as  **ivee  go  to  Ipswich,"  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  the  Perkins  and 
A.verill  families.  Tbe  house  itself 
was  located  in  tbe  field  behind  Mrs. 
Perkins'  boose,  on  the  iide  of  a 
steep  hill  rising  from  the  mill  pond 
where  a  heap  of  stones  still  marks 
tbe  site  of  the  cellar,  and  a  solitary 
birehstanda  aeotlncd  oter  it.  Mr. 
John  P.  Purfclns,  who  lua  mached 
the  f\^e  of  sevcnty-flve  years,  tells 
iiu'  that  in  his  boyhood  this  cellar 
was  open,  and  was  afterwards  biled 
with  etonee  by  eome  membefe  of  Ua 
family. 

Ktisign  Howlett  nntl  his  family 
were  so  closely  identitied  witii  Tops* 
field  affairs  and  so  prominent  in  its 
history,  tliat  I  have  made  some  ef>' 
fort  to  learn  all  I  could  about 
them.  The  name  is  not  now  found 
in  town,  but  many  of  his  descend- 
anto  are  etOl  living  here.  Among 
tli  m  are  included  the  Cnmminge, 
Perkins,  Peaborlv,  Clarke*  Towne 
and  Peterson  f:imilips 

1  would  that  1  migiii  lake  you 
into  a  picture  gallery,  and  preeent  to 
you  these  first  settlers  as  they  looked 
in  ye  olden  time,  that  we  might  learn 
something  of  their  characters,  their 
feelings,  their  sorrows  and  their 
joys.  **We  tread  tbe  pathe  their 
feet  have  worn,"  wo  gtill  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  their  labors  ;  but  two  cen- 
turies of  time  is  not  to  be  easily 
bridged  over. 

It  ie  laid  to  be  the  fashion  now 
to  trace  jineestry  back  to  England. 
I  have  not  attempted  to  do  this  for 
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the  Uowietl  iamily,  but  by   what  taot." 

Memedtomeft  ooriou  ooiiiBldtDQe     **1686.     Onnted   to  Thomas 

I  chanced  to  be  readiDg  Carliale's  Howlett  a  house  lot  where  his  bouse 
life  of  Cromwpll  the  tune  that  I  now  stands  and  which  il  DOW  hi  Us 
waft  most  interested  in  this  sabject,  possession." 

and  I  found  in  it  the  following  para-  ^^1641.  Thomas  Howlett  was  a 
graph:  commoner  in    Ipewioh."      He  h 

''Olivers  tutor  in  Cainbriiixe,  of  called  in  the  early  records  "Sargent" 
whom  legible  hiHtory  and  1,  know  Howlett.  This  title  was  probably 
nothing,  was  Magister  Richard  gamod  in  service  against  the  Indians. 
Howlet*  whom  readers  most  fancy  a  **Dec  4,  1648.  It  is  agresd  that 
grave  ancient  Puritan  and  Scholar,  each  soldier  for  their  service  to  the 
in  dark  antiquarian  clothes  and  dark  Indians  shall  be  allowed  12  d.  a  day 
antiquarian  ideas,  according  to  their  (allowing  for  the  Lords  day  in 
facultv.  The  indubitable  fact  is  respect  of  the  extremity  of  the 
that  he,  Richard  Howlet,  did  in  weather)  and  the  oflloers  dnbble." 
Sidney  Sussex  College,  with  his  best  Sargeant  Howlett  was  one  of  the 
ability,  endeavor  to  inf11tr<Ue  some-  officers  so  I  sappoee  he  reoeiTed 
thing  that  he  called  iubtruction  into  **dubble.'* 

the  aoal  of  Oliver  Cromwell  and  of  He  was  continnally  employed  by 
other  youths  submitted  to  him:  bat  tin  town  to  run  lines,  lay  out  lands, 

how.  of  what  quality,  with  what  etc.  The  following  record  will  serve 
method,  with  what  result,  will  remain  as  an  example  of  many  similar  ones. 


The  relatioosbip  of  Richard  How-  Mr.  William  Payne,  Mr.  Tuttle, 
let  to  onr  Ensign  Thomas  is  also  Saigeant  Howlett  and  John  Gage 

"extremely  obscure."  We  can  only  are  chosen  by  the  town  and  full 
imagine  that  there  might  have  been  powers  given  to  them  on  tiie  iiehalf 
a  coonectiou  (tetween  them.  of  Ipswich  to  run  the  lyne  and  make 

The  ilrst  record  of  Thomaii  Howlet  the  bonnds  between  Salem  and 
we  find  in  Ipswich.  I|»wich.*' 

"1633  March,  John  Winthrop  and  "Sargeant"  Howlett  afterwards 
twelve  others  commence  a  Settlement  became  finsian.  '*1645.  Youth 
here,  April  let.  The  Ck>ort  of  Assist-  from  ten  to  suteen  years  are  to  be 
ants  forbid  any  to  reside  in  this  exercised  with  small  guns,  half  pikes, 
place,  except  those  already  come,  bow  and  arrows.  Thomas  Whiting- 
Then  follows  a  list  of  them.  vi^. —  ham  is  confirmed  as  Lieutenant  and 
Mr.  John  Winthrop  Jr.,  Mr.  William  Thomas  Howlett  as  eosign  of  the 
Clerk,  Robert  Coles,  Tliomas  How-  company.*' 

let,  John  Biggs,  John  Gage,  Thomas  Ensign  Howlett  was  an  elder  in 
Itardy.  WillTara  Perkins.  Mr  John  the  chureh.  1648.  •'Upon  com- 
Tbomdike  and  William  Serjeant,  plaint  of  Major  general  Denisou  the 
Three  are  wauting  to  make  up  the  elders  Ensign  Howlett,  Geo^e 
number.  Jnne  Utfa  Thomas  Sellan  Giddings  and  Thomas  Bbhop  wens 
haa  permission  to  become  an  inhabi*  appointed  to  settle  the  traoble  sbont 


extremely  ol^ure 


••Feb.  10,  i*>4U.     Mr.  Hubbard, 
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his  knd." 

Li  1648  he  was  selectman  of  Ips- 
wich. Ipswich,  Feb.  27,  1658. 
**The  seveo  men  choBen  for  the  jear 
w«ro  Major  DeoiaoQ,  Robert  Lorc^ 
James  Howe,  Eosign  Hewlett,  John 
Andrew  juQ.,  Jobo  Knolton,  TilOiDas 
Tread  well.'* 

I  found  io  Felt's  History  of  Ips- 
wich ao  interestiiig  ezplanatioii  of 
tbk  term  '  *The  Seven  Men . "  VThen 
a  church  wns  gathered  in  New 
Haven  in  1639,  the  Rev.  J.  Daven- 
port directed  the  brethren  *^to  acleot 
eloven  of  their  most  godly  men  as  a 
nomination  for  cfinrch  |iill;us,  that 
there  might  be  no  blemish  in  church 
work."  These  were  to  choose  seven 
among  tbenselTes,  beeaose  it  is  read 
in  ProTerba  '^Wisdom  hath  hewn 
ont  her  seven  pillars."  I  think  the 
number  of  our  beleetmeD  will  have 
to  be  increased. 

**Here  we  very  probably  have  the 
reason  for  the  nnmher  of  eleven  and 
Heven  men  as  contained  not  merely 
on  the  records  of  Ipswich  but  ou 
those  of  other  ancient  towns.  $o 
closely  connected  were  the  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  concerns  of  our  an- 
cestors, so  fixed  were  they  in  having 
no  person  hold  any  social  ti'ust. 
nnless  a  professor  of  religion,  that 
they  would  not  hesitate  to  apply  the 
same  distinctive  names  to  their  chief 
men,  us  officers  of  the  community, 
which  they  bore  in  relation  to  the 
church.  There  can  be  little  donbt 
that  the  selecting  of  such  individuals 
originally  jxave  rise  to  the  term 
»eiect,  as  applied  to  the  superintend- 
ents of  town  affairs.  Not  a  few 
ezpieaslons  which  we  often  use 
without  tracing  them  to  thr  ir  source, 
were  once  associated  in  other  minds 


with  important  occasions.    At  first 

the  selectmen  were  elected  for  three 
mouths.  They  continued  to  be 
seven  till  1823,  when  they  were  five. 

The  next  year  and  afterwards  to 
1841  thev  were  restored  to  the  old 
number. 

This,  you  will  remember,  was  in 
Ipswich. 

**ThoBias  Hewlett  was  a  deputy 
to  a  General  Court  held  at  *Kewe 
Towne'  May  6, 1635.   He  repieaent- 

ed  Ipswich." 

These  are  the  prtocipal  records  of 
Thomas  Howlett  in  Ipswich.  In 
1651  or  thereabouts  we  find  him 
located  on  the  hillside  by  the  brook. 
After  that  time  whatever  abilities  he 
may  ha?e  had*  seem  ti*  hare  been 
given  to  the  serriee  of  the  Infant  town 
of  TopsReld. 

In  the  history  of  Kiisex  County, 
Ensign  Howlett  is  given  as  one  of 
the  selectmen  of  Topefleld  in  1669  ; 
but  I  was  unable  to  find  any  such 
record  previous  to  1661.  I  give  it 
entire. 

**Ata  lawful  towne  meeting  the 
Uthof  the  10th  month  1661  The 

inhabitants  of  ye  towne  hath  made 
ehoyoo  of  Insigne  Howlet,  Francis 
reai>odye  ami  John  Ueediuglon,  they 
are  chosen  for  selectmen  for  the  year 
folowlng  to  order  the  prudential 
afaires  of  thf  towne  and  to  settle  the 
bounds  of  the  towne  between  Salem 
and  Toputield  and  ul»o  to  settle  the 
bounds  between  the  country  and  us, 
and  also  where  tlipy  shall  see  any 
wrong  don  to  the  towne  by  any  they 
have  power  to  rectifle  it  by  sute  or 
otherwise.  Voted.** 

Ensigne  Howlett  was  a  commoner 
in  Topsfield  in  1661  He  was  the 
first  deputy  from  Topsfield  to  the 
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general  court  in  Bottoiit  MSfliOQ  of  begins  about  tweaty-flve  miles  farther 
Sd  Aug.,  1664.  op  the  oountry,  issuing  forth  a  pteaa- 

'*At  a  lawfol  Towoe  mating  je  ant  pood.  Bat  aoon  aftier,  11  batakta 
9th  of  July  1667  The  Inhabitanoe  of  Ha  ooorse  throogh  a  iXMMt  hideous 

,4<  ye  TowDe  hath  left  to  ye  discrrtion  swamp  of  large  extent,  even  for 
of  the  Seleetraen  or  major  part  of  many  miles,  being  a  great  harbour 
them  to  lay  out  a  iue  way  from  ye  for  bearo.  After  its  coming  fortii 
OOBUDOO  ground  wMdi  lye  on  the  ffom  this  place,  ii  growett  Ivgir  by 
■ottth  side  of  mUo  brook  ow  againat  the  income  of  many  amtUer  nTertt 
Goodman  Dorraan  and  sargt.  Pea-  and  issnea  forth  into  the  sea,  due 
bodye  to  Ensign  Howletts  brooke  east  against  the  Island  of  Sboles,  a 
notwithstanding  any  former  Towne  great  place  of  fishing  for  our  English 
Older  whatsoever/'  nation." 

This  is  the  first  record  which  I  Tou  see  by  this  record  that  Ensign 
have  found  of  Howl^ta  biooke  called  Howlett  was  also  a  deacon.  That 
by  that  name.  he  was  suitable  for  this  office  we 

llareh  f,  16<t8-9.  ''It  is  also  order-  gather  hem  the  following:  "1844 
ed  and  agreed  upon  With  Ensign  Saigent  Howlett  fined  for  felling  4 
Thomas  Howlett  that  they  wil!  make  trees  for  rnlf  nnd  planks  (which  he 
Mild  muintnin  a  bridge  over  ye  t»rof>kt'  inade  known  himself.)"  Good,  honest 
^  by  Eosignes  house  in  ye  way  as  wee  soul !  He  should  indeed  be  u  deacon 
go  to  I|Mwicfa  ye  one  naif  to  be  done  bejond  a  peradventote. 
1^  the  towne  and  the  oflMr  half  by  Ensign  Thomas  Howlett  married 
ye  said  Ensigne."  for  first  wif<»  Alice  French  of  Boston. 

**l8d  Im  1671-3.  The  towne  doth  His  children  were  :  Samuel.  William, 
grant  to  Deacon  Hewlett*  Lieut.  Pea-  born  1650,  Thomas,  John,  Nathaniel, 
bodye.  Isacke  Eety«  Joeeph  Towne,  Sarah  and  Mary.  Thomas,  John 
Cor])oral  Eklmund  Towne  and  Thorn  and  Nathaniel  died  before  their 
a»  Baker  all  the  swamp  meadow  that  father,  Sarah  married  John  Cum- 
lyeth  upon  the  river  called  Ipswich  mings,  Mary  married  a  Perley.  His 
river  extending  from  the  lower  put  wife  Alice  died  in  1666,  and  be  aiar- 
of  the  Governor's  meadow  down  to  ried  a  second  wife  Rebecca  wbo  ear* 
the  bridge  that  goeth  over  the  mead-  vived  him.  He  died  himself  the  22d 
ow  helow  old  goodman  Towues  for  of  Dec  ,  1677,  aged  VJ  years.  Of  the 
und  III  consideration  of  fifty  pounds  two  sons  Samuel  aud  William  who 
ye  towne  batb  leoeived  of  the  above  were  left  to  lepreeeot  the  famfly  in 
named  parties  the  meadow  herein  Topsfield,  not  mncfa  is  said  of  wO- 
rncntioned  lyethon  tile  eooth  aide  of  liam  in  th«»  records.  To  him  was 
Ipswich  river."  left  the  house  by  the  brook,  and  the 

I  presume  this  is  the  same  swamp  last  paragraph  of  his  father's  will 
referred  to  in  Pelt'e  bietory,  now  reads  as  follows :  Lastly,  I  ordain 
known  as  Weiiham  swamp.  "Kiver  my  son  William  Howlett  my  sole 
Ipswich.  Speaking  of  this,  Johnson  executor  of  thin  my  Inst  will  and  tes- 
say8l  646:  **A  faire  aud  delightful  tament,  to  whom  I  give,  my  debts 
river,   whoae    lint  riie  or  epring  being  paid,  ail  tbe  reat  of  my  estate, 
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housing,  ianda,  goodft — aod  profits  ol  walk  auU  oonyenation  that  he  is 
all  sorts — ^anto  bim  and  his  hein  known  in  the  family  as  Old  Uandred, 
forsTer."  began  to  shoir  symptoms  of  snp- 

But  it  was  upon  Samuel  that  hi8  pressed  excitement.  Whether  he 
father's  mantle  fell.  Like  him  he  thought  he  perceived  the  ghosts  of 
went  through  all  the  offices,  from  the  departed  Howletts  peering  at 
Sergeant  upwards.  He  was  a  black-  him  from  behind  the  boshes  I  cannot 
smith  and  '*At  a  lawful  Towne  meet-  tell,  but  he  certainly  looked  around 
ing  ye  15  January  ■|6fi>^  The  Inbabi-  in  a  nervous  and  suspicious  manner 
tants  of  ye  Towut:  hath  given  Samuel  and  manifested  a  most  unwonted 
Howlett  an  invitation  to  come  to  the  desire  to  go.  When  he  came  out  oo 
town  and  set  op  his  trade  of  smithing  the  travelled  road  he  showed  symp- 
to  do  ye  Townes  worke."  toms  of  unseemly  hilarity,  and  after 

"Upon  consideration  yt  Samuel  indulging  himself  in  various  antics  a 
Howlett  promiseth  to  ye  towne  to  pair  of  bee)s  came  flying  up  into  the 
Come  and  set  np  his  trade  in  ye  air.  Undoubtedly  this  was  a  great 
towne  and  doe  there  worke,  they  have  relief  to  his  mind  but  it  had  upon  me 
given  him  four  acres  of  hiud  upon  a  contrary  effect.  I  alighteil  from 
the  Common  Iliil  next  to  William  my  carriage,  and  w«j  walked  home 
Smith  aud  Johu  ffrainch  laud."  U>gether  very  peaceably. 

We  may  naturally  suppose  that  The  second  time  I  was  more  8o<^ 
this Common  Hill'  was  the  place  oessful.  Lieaving  .my  quadruped  in 
where  his  house  was  lf)catpd,  as  we  another's  care  I  climber!  tlnj  "'Corn- 
know  thai  he  lived  ou  a  hill,  ou  what  moo  Hill'*  and  had  no  ditticulty  in 
is  called  Howlett  St.,  just  behind  the  finding  Samuel  Howlett's  cellar  and 
Methodist<meeting  house.  Right  well.  It  was  jnat  after  a  heary  rain 
here  let  me  say  that  I  shall  never  and  they  were  both  partially  filled 
again  say  cAurcA  without  an  inward  with  water.  A  tree  had  aprnnc;  up 
protest.  In  England  they  erected  from  the  side  of  the  well,  a  maple 
cAureA««,  but  our  fathers  built  mMU  tree  I  judged,  though  the  leaves  had 
UkgJkMMA,  fallen  and  the  little  new  bods  were 

r  went  to  explore  Howlett  St.  and  starting  out  ready  for  another  spring, 
tind  the  s;ite  of  Samuel  Howlett's  I  was  struck  with  th<-  heauty  of 
home  ooe  day  in  the  eai'ly  fall.  It  the  situation.  Were  it  not  tlmt  the 
was  one  of  those  beautiful  days  when  whole  hill  seems  surcharged  with 
there  was  a  haze  ou  the  hills  and  it  water,  I  should  prophesy  that  Samuel 
was  joy  enough  isimply  to  be  alive,  llo'vlett's  ta^te  will  some  time  be 
I  had  not  been  on  the  old  road  for  a  vuidicated  and  the  •'Common  Hill** 
long  time,  aud  wa^i  entirely  unpre-  once  more  be  built  upon.  I  looked 
paiid  for  its  rough  condition.  After  about  me  and  tried  to  fancy  bow  it 
1  had  seen  several  rocks  as  lai^e  as  appeared  in  ye  olden  times.  There 
tea-kettU^s  l5nng  in  the  path  I  began  wore  no  meeting-houses  then  in  view 
to  be  somewhat  alarmed.  My  horse,  and  probably  not  many  houses.  It  is 
who  is  so  remarkable  for  the  diguity  reasonable  to  suppose  the  eye  would 
of  bis  demeanor,  the  solemnity  of  hie  rest  on  mostly  unbroken  forest  and 
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perhaps  t3m  howl  of  a  wolf  tuight  the  Church  was  willing  to  bnptize  his 
salute  the  listeDing  ear.  In  1686  I  cliidrea.  I  J  did  theu  eoofesa  he 
find  the  foUowing  record  :  had  been   several  times  overtaken 

\  *'And  tiM  Towne  have  agred  to  with  the  fault,  wm  ■orry  for  the 

f  alow  any  as  shall  kill  wolves  in  our  same,  the  Church  voted  their  satia- 
Tow!io  tbRt  is  to  the  Towne  men  ten  faction  willing  to  baptize  his  child- 
ahiilmgs  apece  for  every  wolfe  so  ren.  There  were  preaeat  James  How 
killed/'  M.,  Ftaneii  Ptabody,  Nehtmifth 

Bot  I  did  not  see  nor  hear  any  Abbott,  Tho.  Dorman,  EpbraUn  Dofw 
wolves  T  climbed  the  hill  and  walk- man,  Samuel  Perley,  Samuel  Row- 
ed along  where  tradition  locates  the  lett,  William  Howlett,  Isaac  Estie 
old  blacksmith's  shop  it  Ls  said  to  sen.,  and  Sargent  John  Beddiugtoii« 
have  beeo  plaoed  on  tho  right  hnnd  who  wwe  all  tntiafied.  Witowi, 
side  of  the  road  as  you  go  from  the  Tbo.  Donnan." 

village,  some  little  distance  from  tho  Yon  notiei^  thnt  the  name  of  the 
top  of  tho  biUf  after  the  willows  are  culprit  was  meicif ully  withheld,  with 
paaaedt  before  eoniing  to  the  elms.  I  uncommon  consideration  it  seemed 
am  told  tiiat  blacksmith's  coal  waa  to  me.  Frobably  they  bad  a  kind  of 
ploughed  np  nt  this  place.  Another  fellow  feeling  for  him. 
shop  h;iH  also  been  located  in  the  Sf>i)t  20,  1701.  '*Sejeant  Thomas 
same  way  at  the  foot  of  Joseph  An*  Dormau  and  Ensign  Samuel  Uowlett 
drewa'  bill,  opposite  the  road  whieh  were  ehoeen  to  be  deacone  althoogh 
branches  off.  Tradition  gives  us  the  chnreh  voted  to  have  hot  one 
another  house  on  the  left  hand  akie  de^^'on  chosen  :  hnt  rho  nnmbrr  of 
of  the  road  at  the  top  of  the  hill  but  votes  for  eacli  being  equal  the  church 
no  trace  of  that  remains  and  it  is  not  passed  the  vote  to  have  l)oth  of 
known  to  whom  it  behmged.  them." 

But  it  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  Good  old  deaoon  8amDel!  He 
Samuel  Howlett  lived  here  and  plied  must  have  been  a  most  imposing 
his  traile  and  tilled  all  the  offices  from  iigure  among  the  early  settlers.  One 
eonatable  to  repreaentatlve.  He  waa  wonders  how  be  looked  and  what  he 
selectman  and  that  continually.  I  eaid  and  how  he  compared  witii  anr 
fiud  that  hi'  served  the  town  in  that  present  deacons.  We  fail  to  see  how 
cnnacity  sixteen  years,  four  times  he  he  could  have  been  any  better.  We 
iH  called  plain  Samuel,  six  times  Ser-  heartily  hope  he  was  uo  worse, 
geant,  onoe  Ensign,  and  five  Deacon.  Samnel  Howlett  married  Jan.  8, 
I  find  in  Mr.  Capen*8  record,  as  1670*1,  Sarah  Clarke,  the  daoghtor 
copied  by  Mr.  John  Gould,  a  state-  of  my  «^realest-grandfather  on  these 
ment  that  he  was  chosen  to  the  oiSee  shores.  His  children  were  John, 
of  deacon  in  1701.  I^t  me  give  Mr.  Mary,  Sarah.  Joauuah,  Martha.  Su- 
Capen'e  first  record  that  we  may  for  a  sannah,  Miriam  and  Samnel.  From 
moment  be  transported  bock  to  the  his  will  dated  Apr.  4,  1720  I  take  the 
ye  old  en  time.  "Sept.  3,  1 684  at  a  following  :  -*Deneon  Samnel  How- 
Church  meeting  called  with  reference  lett's  will,  blacksmith." 
to  [      ]  for  his  excessive  drinking,    ^'I  give  to  my  son  John  all  the  up- 
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land  and  meadow  and  housing  of  that  old  way  to  William  Howletta  hrook  ; 
land  he  lives  upon  aad  all  that  uplaod  treea  being  marked  in  certain  places 
and  meadow  wldch  lieth  on  tlie  tooth  tin  most  of  tin  way  this  wis  taken 
of  Isaac  Commings  land  loining  to  from  their  own    months  dated  21 

Mr.  BradatreetB  ford  ;  excepting  five  march  1692-3. 

acres  of  that  which  I  do  give  to  my     Ephraim  Dormau  now  Clark. 

son  Samuel  as  a  part  of  his  portiou.     William    Howlett   married  Mary 

Further  I  give  t9  my  son  John  five  FerkloM  87th  Oct.,  1671.  He  had  bnt 

acres  of  meadow  out  of  the  Hasakie  one  child,  Thomas*  to  whom  he  gives 

meadow."  a  deed,  dated  July  :^o.   I701>,of  his 

*'I  give  to  my  son  Saiiuit  l  all  my  farm  lying  on  both  sides  ot  the  brook 
liumeuLead,  iioubiug  aud  laud  and  all  being  then  the  bouodury  between 
of  my  Hasakie  meadow  whieh  his  Ipswtoh  and  Topsaeld.  ^^Convey, 
iMNlther  John  has  a  part  of,  and  also  confirm  unto  him  my  said  son  Thom- 
my  shop  and  tools,  only  I  would  have  as  Howlett  all  that  my  farms,  messu- 
hlm  be  so  kind  to  his  brother  as  to  age  or  tenement  which  I  myself  and 
let  him  use  them  sometimes."  my  said  son  dwells."  This  Thomas 

do  order  that  all  my  bibles  and  Howlett  married  Rebecca  Cinnmiogs, 
sermon,  books  to  be  equally  divided  a  daughter  of  the  second  Isaac,  in 
among  my  sous  and  daughters,  Mary  K»95  Having  uo  children  of  hi8 
Wyld,  8arah  Averill,  Martha  Dor-  own,  he  adopted  Joseph  Cummiugs, 
man,  Susannah  Sherwin,  Miriam  hts  wife's  nephew,  who  became  quite 
Standley."  a  figure   in  Topsfield  history.  As 

We  will  now  return  from  Samuel  William  Howlett  outlived  his  son. 
Howlett  to  his  brother  William  by  who  died  in  1718,  he  again  disposes 
the  following  highway  :  '^Sargt.  Johu  of  his  Ipswich  and  Topslieid  farm  by 
Hoveyand  Daniel  ^edington  being  a  deed  dated  May  21,  1719,  and 
apointed  to  lay  out  a  highway  from  given  to  his  nephew  John  Howlett 
Sargt.  Samuel  Huwtetts  by  Johu  the  sou  of  his  brother  Samuel  :  "For 
Wilds  his  house  to  William  liowletts  and  in  consideration  of  a  deed  of  sale 
brook  accordingly  they  have  done  it.  of  this  date  made  by  John  Howlett 
beginning  at  the  county  road  and  of  said  Ipswich  nt  my  request  and 
along  on  the  80uth  nVdv  of  Samuel  desire  of  his  fiinn  in  thick  woods  to 
HowlettS  land  and  between  Mr.  Ca-  Joseph  l^ummmgs  of  gald  I[)8wich, 
pens  land  and  the  said  iiowletts  laud  as  per  deed  may  appear  uud  also  for 
and  so  on  the  south  side  of  Muddy  the  sum  of  sixty  poundH  paid  and  se- 
Sprln^s  so  along  the  old  cart  way  to  cured  to  be  paid  by  my  order  to  my 
Johu  Wilds  his  land  and  so  between  daughter-in  law  Roli*  r  e  i  Howlett, 
Capt.  Frt>nch  his  house  and  barn,  so  aud  for  thai  HHui  Johu  Howlett  iiath 
along  Ihe  old  way  to  the  uurth  uor-  promised  aud  engaged  to  iuifll  these 
net  of  Daniel  Bedingtons  bounds  by  following  artieles :  to  pay  annnally 
John  Wilds  his  gate  and  so  as  the  during  the  natural  lives  of  me  and 
way  now  lyeth  by  the  said  Wilds  his  my  now  wife  tvs oiity-tive  husfielb  of 
house  and  so  along  the  old  way  to  good  aud  marketable  Indian  corn, 
mile  brook  bounds  and  still  along  the  six  bushels  of  good  merchantble  bar- 
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ley»  mftlt,  foor  bosbelB  of  iy«,  two 
bosbels  of  wheat,  one  handred 
pounds  of  good  pork,  four  barrels  of 
cider,  six  bushels  of  apples  aod  fire- 
wood and  fifty  of  pork  sufficient  for 
tiiem  ftt  the  door,  tho  keeping  of  two 
cows  winter  and  summer,  and  ten 
jx>und8  of  flax,  tan,  nnd  eighteen 
pounds  money,  the  runuing  of  two 
pigs  at  door  and  in  the  orchard  ;.aU 
this  duty  to  be  perfoimed  yearly  by 
said  John  Howlett. 

Convey,  and  confirm  unto  said 
John  Uowielt  his  heirb  and  astiiguH 
forever  all  my  farm,  meaeuage  or 
tenement  which  I  now  dwell  upon 
and  thfit  tenement  which  my  son 
Thomati  widow  dwells  upon  which 
farm  and  tenements  are  situated 
partly  in  Ipswich  and  partly  in  the 
township  of  TupBfield,  containing  by 
estimation  one  hundred  acrcR  be  it 
more  or  be  it  less,  lyins  partly  on 
the  north  aide  of  lpawk£  river  and 
partly  on  Topefield  line  bounded  aa 
foUoweth  :  fin  the  northoriMt  by  Ips 
wich  town  common  on  the  east  upon 
Ipswich  i'ivt$i-,  webl  ou  laud  of  Na- 
thaniel AverUl,  Samuel  Howlett  and 
Ebeneaer  Averill,  northwest  on  land 
of  I.ieut  Tobijah  Perkins,  also  all 
my  woo<iiaud  lymg  upon  the  south 
aide  of  Ipawicb  river." 

This  deed  mentions  John  Howie tt's 
farm  which  he  exchanged  for  this 
farm  in  "thick  woods."  This  term 
will  be  found  in  many  of  the  old 
deeds.  My  grandfather  always  used 
it.  He  would  my  **The  sun  is  rising 
over  thick  woods'*  or  "The  fog  is 
coming  up  over  thick  woods."  I 
found  a  deed  of  Uiia  i'arm.  ^^Oue 
piece  whereon  atenda  the  dwelling 
house  and  bam  about  sixty  acres. 
Beginning  at  a  stake  and  heap  of 


atonea  by  John  Lampsone  land  at  n 
place  called  the  pond"  theooe  up  the 

hill  and  extending  to  the  river  on  the 
other  bide.  As  I  have  not  succeeded 
in  finding  any  old  cellar  there,  and 
as  Joseph  Commings  ia  known  to 
have  lived  on  the  hill,  it  seems  reas- 
onable to  8upiK)SP  that  John  Hew- 
lett's house  and  barn  were  located  at 
or  near  the  place  where  Augustua 
Smith's  buildings  now  stand. 

In  this  (!eed  I  also  find  mention  of 
the  tii  st  1(  uement  on  our  side  of  the 
brook,  Lbui  is  the  "tenement  which 
my  BOO  Thomaa*  widow  dwelle  npon.*' 
I  have  no  means  of  knowing  how 
lon^  this  tenement  had  been  there.  I 
infer  that  it  was  situated  there  from 
anbsequent  records. 

Of  the  second  Samuel  Howlett, 
son  of  the  first  Samuel,  I  find  but 
scant  mention.  He  married  Martha 
Chapman  of  Boxford  Sd  April,  1722, 
and  hie  children  were  Samnel,  Mar- 
tha, William,  Dan,  Mary  and  Davla. 
But  it  is  ,Iohn  who  is  now  settled  >)y 
the  brookside  who  keeps  up  the  lep- 
ntatiou  of  the  family.  He  is  sergeant, 
captain,  selectman  for  ten  years, 
representative  and  deacon.  In 
1718-19  I  find  the  following  record: 
**John  Hovey,  John  Howlett  and 
Jacob  Peabody  are  chosen  in  behalf 
of  ye  towne  of  Topefield  to  go  to  the 
towne  of  Ipswich  to  demand  a  high- 
way to  be  laid  out  from  Ipswich  town 
by  William  Goodhues  to  Gravelly 
brook,  and  ftom  thence  by  the  honee 
which  was  formerly  William  Hew- 
lett's to  Topsfield  line,  and  in  case 
Ijiswich  town  neglects  or  refuses  to 
lay  out  said  way  then  the  uioreaaid 
John  Hovey,  John  Howlett  and  Jacob 
Peabody  are  empowered  to  mako 
plication  to  any  court  of  quarter  aea- 
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tiOBt  to  be  ImM  in  Hm  waatf  of 
Essex." 

I  must  not  omit  to  mc^ntion  that 
Capft.  Joho  Uowieti  wab  a  member  of 
tiw  lint  tohool  ooomittee  in  Topn- 
ficld  in  17Sl-t.  In  17S3  '^Deacon 
John  Howlett  and  Mr.  N'ntli.ir  !el 
Porter  are  cbooeD  agents  for  the  town 
to  appear  at  the  next  luferior  Court 
to  bi  boMfln  nt  8ai«n  to  aniwer  to 
je  townes  presentoMBt  tar  not  being 
provided  witb  a  gramnar  iobool- 

maater." 

John  Howlett  married  Batbaheba 
Hojt  f6th  Dee.,  169».  Hia  olilldren 
were  John,  Mary,  William  and 
Thomas,  Marv  married  Jacob 
Clarke,  a  brother  of  my  great-great- 
grundfather,  lerael  CI«rHi».  By  hie 
win  dated  Aug.  21  at,  1785  he  gifes 
to  his  ''son  Willium  it  smiill  |  irro  of 
land  where  my  dwelling  hou»e  now 
staudii.  And  altio  I  give  to  my  son 
Wniiam  tlie  old  part  of  my  now 
dwelling  house  tmmediately  after  my 
wife's  death  or  marriage  nnd  further 
my  will  ip  that  if  mv  son  William 
ahall  be  disposed  to  sell  the  house  lot 
bereht  gireii  to  bin  that  he  shall  gife 
his  brothers  to  wit  John  db  Thomas 
tho  refusal  thereof  before  he  shall 
tieil  the  same  to  any  other  person." 

WflUam  Howtett  aold  oot  to  hie 
btollier  ThoinaK  in  17^  and  diaap- 
pearcd  entirrlv  from  the  scrnc  ;  aiul 
I  always  imagined  that  Thomas  did 
•*pull  down  and  earrv  away  the  new- 
eat  end  of  my  now  dwelling  bonee*' 
•ad  lefl  tbe  old  |HUt  to  decay,  as  it 
appear*?  from  fi  snH?»e<]nent  deed  that 
there  was  no  Uouae  in  the  old  sitna- 
tion  and  Thomas  Howlett  was  living 
at  or  near  tbe  plaee  wbera  tbe  old 
RobinBon  hoase  now  stands. 

Before  tbe  making  of  hia  will  Capt 


Jobn  Bowktt  bnd  glfen  to  bla  aoB« 

John  Howlett,  a  deed  of  oor  present 
farm,  the  first  deed  ever  given  of  tbe 
bomeatead  by  itself.  **i>eed  from 
Jobn  Howlell  to  Jobn  Hewlett  Jan- 
ior:"  ''To  all  Christian  peu{>le  to 
whome  these  presents  shall  come  I 
J  oil  II  Howlett  do  wmkI  ijreeting. 
Know  ye  that  1  Jobu  Howlett  of 
Topalieid  in  tbe  eonntj  oC  Beeex  in 
the  province  of  the  Maamebmetti 
]my  ill  Npw  England  yoeman :  For 
and  m  consideration  of  that  paternal 
lore  which  I  beiu'  to  my  sou  John 
Bowlettbrnrngiren  and  grnated  and 
by  these  presents  do  freely,  clearly 
and  absolutely  give  and  grant  unto 
my  said  Jotio  Howlett  hia  bein,  ex- 
euuiuf  a  Or  aQmniiiu  aim  a  one  mea* 
Buage  or  tract  of  luid  together  witb 
the  IitilMintzs  thereupon  Hituated  lying 
and  being  HI  Ipswich  in  the  county 
and  proviuoe  aforesaid  coo  tain  ing  bv 
eeHmation  twenty-fonr  aeree  be  It 
Bore  or  less  butted  and  bounded  as 
followeth.  On  the  north  nn  the  huul 
of  Tohijah  Perliins,  on  the  we«*L  and 
northwest  upon  the  brodk  as  it  runs 
to  an  aab  tree  marked  atanding  below 
Ipswich  road,  from  thence  southeast 
upon  a  straight  line  to  a  swamp  oak 
tree  standing  on  tbe  hank  of  Ipswich 
riveff  from  tbenoe  eaat  aa  tbe  rirer 
rims,  northeast  uiK>n  Ipawieb  river 
nnd  IVtijie^  hill  lots  which  preTnises  I 
give  unto  him  my  said  .lohn  Howlett 
as  three  hundred  pounds  of  his  por- 
tfcm  out  of  my  eatato  to  bava  and  to 
hold  all  the  said  premines  to  bin  my 
said  John  Htnvlctt  hia  heirs  eteentors 
auU  administratorB  from  tieuueforUi 
as  his  and  their  own  proper  right  and 
estate  peaceably  to  en)oy  beueefettii 
by  virtue  of  these  presents.  In  wit- 
nesa  wlieieof  I  Imto  hereunto  eet  my 
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Mnch  OM  tliMHAnd  seven  hoadnd 

aod  twenty  seven  in  the  thirteenth 
year  of  tiia  majesty  kiog  Geoges 
reign. 

f  John  HonrleCI. 

This  deed  refers  to  '^Paine's  hill 
lots.**  I  have  noticed  that  most  of 
the  early  settlers  in  our  part  of  the 
tofwn  1m4  lolt  In  Fafne'i  hill  pastan. 
It  mmm  that  it  most  have  been  at 
that  tiiiie  an  extensive  tract  of  land. 
T!it'  name  Painef*'  hill  is  still  ^iven 
to  the  highest  point  in  om*  land,  and 
tlMpMlnrB  wbSoh  mtaiaa  It,  now 
lunrhig  but  two  owners,  contaim 
somfthi!)f^  like  fifty  or  sixty  acreK. 
it  Houki  be  quite  interesting  to  know 
lu>w  far  it  formerly  extended  and  how 
numj  owned  lolilnit  F«lt's  Hli- 
tory  of  Ipewksb  states  that  the  name 
I  Paine's  Hill  was  given  as  early  as 
1689,  bat  as  William  Faine's  grant 
wMin  1646ftnd  be  puled  with  tbe 
**fanue'*  oortli  of  (gravelly  braok  to 
1G47,  it  sppins  as  if  thf  Tinine  was 
probably  applied  much  eurln  i 

John  Howlett,  Jr.,  married  Uauuaii 
▲vOTin  Joly  18, 17«8.  Ho  died  in 
1746,  leaving  bf  wHl  Ue  property  to 
his  wir^o^v.  I  was  very  much  ijiter- 
etited  in  the  fact  that  John  Hewlett 
mentions  in  his  will  **my  niece  Doro- 
thy CUrke  now  tinng  with  me,  the 
daughter  of  my  sister  Mary  Cteike." 
She  wan  in  all  probability  the  first 
Chftrke  who  lived  upon  our  place. 
TUi  wHl  eoBO  of  hk  family  attempt- 
ed lo  break  on  aoeonnt  of  his  **beiog 
fn  a  con fc red  poster  on  fiis  brain."  f 
am  not  veiy  fuinilitw  willi  medical 
terms  but  that  waa  all  1  could  make 
of  itt  Mid  HioDgh  I  know  people  hefvo 
•II «Oit»  of  tliinge  on  their  brains  I 
nov«r  befoio  heiid  of  nay  one  kaviag 


a  ^'oonlend  poater.*'    Whatever  it 

was,  tbey  claimed  that  poor  John 
Howlett  had  it,  and  his  friend8« 
neighbors  and  relatives,  were  fortii- 
witb  summoned  to  court  to  tell  all 
they  knew  about  him.  Hie  brother 
Samuel's  wife,  Martha  Howlett,  testi- 
fied that  ''John  Howlett^  wife  told 
her  that  the  said  Howlett  was  beonme 
eodieordered  hi  hie  mind  tliat  lie 
could  not  in  a  ngolar  manner  carry 
on  tiis  family  prayer ;  for  if  he  made 
an  Htti'iui^t  ti>  [)riiy  he  would  luii  iuto 
such  uouHeuac  that  his  prayer  would 
tnm  hito  oonfnelon,  whwefor  the 
Howlette  wife  had  desired  him  to 
leare  off  praying  in  his  family  and 
ac<X)rdiugly  he  did."  Poor  John 
Howlett!  People  in  higher  places 
tiian  yon  eometinMe  '*mn  into  non- 
sense" in  their  prayers,  but  I  ney^ 
heard  that  it  wee  oooeldered  a  e%n 
of  insanity. 

In  ezamfaiing  tlieee  papem  after  a 
lapse  of  one  hondrad  and  fifty  jreare, 
it  did  not  appear  to  me  that  John 
Howlett  was  of  nnsoiiml  mind,  but 
i  did  gather  the  belief  that  if  the 
eeerete  of  hie  life  oonld  lie  made 
known,  a  tragedy  woold  He  mealod. 

However,  nothing  was  proved 
against  him,  and  his  wife  had  the 
farm  and  immediately  sold  it  to  her 
himband's  brother,  'nionna  Howlett, 
who  sold  it  the  same  year  to  Andrew 
Burley  This  brother  himself  died  a 
few  mouths  later.  I  infer  that  his 
wife,  Lydia  Porter,  and  Ua  ehlldren. 
Alien,  John,  Thomaa,  Ammirahami, 
Lydtn  and  Allis.  some  or  all  of 
tlieiii,  loay  have  li\  ed  on  his  farm 
some  years,  as  the  estate  was  not 
divided  nntU  1768.  I  fonnd  tiili 
Thomas  Howlett's  grave  ia  dm  older 
pait  of  the  oemetery,  lying  aomowhat 
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awayftom  the  other  graves,  the 

stone  bearing  this  inscription  ''Here 
lies  the  body  of  Mr.  Thomas  Hew- 
lett, who  died  Sept.  14,  1746.*' 

Of  the  aeoond  Samuel  Howlett'a 
family  I  find  record  of  the  marriage 
of  the  eldest  son  Samuel  to  Mary 
Redington,  22d  Nov.,  1744,  and  the 
births  of  two  children,  Samuel,  bom 
29th  Aug.,  1745,  and  Elisabeth,  20th 
August,  1748.  Then  this  entry  is  in 
the  church  records  **Nov.  4,  1749. 
Voted  each  member  pay  4  shillings 
old  tenor  and  Samuel  Howlett  Jnn. 
Martha  and  Mary  Howlett  —  dis- 
missed— to  church  in  Woodf^tork." 

William,  son  of  Samuel  Howlett, 
boru  10th  Dec,  172G,  died  27th  Dec, 

1745  at  Cape  Breton. 

Davis  Howlett,  bom  18  Oct.,  1787 
was  ft  cordwjiiner  in  Topsfield  1794. 
The  name  then  disappeared  entirely 
from  town.  Over  a  hundred  years 
they  lived  and  labored  in  Topsfield 
and  now  what  is  left?  A  few  scanty 
records,  two  deserted  iiomesteads 
marked  now  only  by  the  cellars,  and 
a  solitary  grave.  **Ab  for  man,  his 
days  are  as  grass ;  as  a  flower  of  the 
field  HO  ho  flourisheth;  for  the  wind 
piissetli  over  it  and  it  is  gone,  and 
the  place  tliere<»f  shall  i^now  it  no 
more.'* 

If  we  have  hope  only  in  this  life 

we  are  indeed  "most  miserable." 

But  time  waits  for  no  man.  One 
goes  and  another  comes  to  fill  his 
place. 

Thomas  Howlett  gave  a  deed  of 
his  brother,  John  Hewlett's  farm  iu 

1746  to  Andrew  Burley.  Of  him  I 
have  litfle  knowledge,  excepting  that 
his  wife  was  the  widow  Hannah 
Burnhara,  and  during  the  nine  years 
that  he  lived  here  a  daughter  Hannah 


and  four   boys,  John,  William, 

James,  and  James,  came  up<m 
the  stage  of  life  to  taste  the  joys  and 
sorrows  of  existence.  Tixeu  he  sold 
out  to  Israel  Clarke,  Jun.,  in  17&5. 

Of  the  seven  generations  in  my 
line  of  Topsfield  ClHvkes,  five  have 
lived  upon  our  present  farm. 

The  first  Daniel  Clarke  was  a  very 
early  settler  hi  Topsfield.  I  find  his 
name  first  mentioned  in  Ipswich  in 
1686.  Feb.  27th,  1648  is  the  date 
of  the  following,  recorded  iu  the 
same  town,  **Whereas  Daniel  Clarke 
had  a  house  lot  as  did  appear  by  the 
testimouy  at  thi<?  meeting  granted  to 
bun,  as  also  six  acres  of  meaddow  at 
Uie  New  Meaddowes  us  uppeai-u  by  a 
reoord ;  there  was  granted  noto  the 
said  Daniel!  fifteen  acres  of  upland 
near  to  Mr.  Saltonstalls  fnrmeiii  full 
satisfaction  of  the  two  former  grants 
above  exprest."  But  he  did  not 
obtain  ponession  of  this  land  either, 
and  so  received  another  grant  13 
Oct.,  IB.oO.  **Goodmau  Daniell 
Clarke  having  had  a  former  grant  of 
fifteen  acres  in  satisfaotton  of  a 
former  grant  of  a  house  lot  and  six 
acres  of  raeddow,  which  is  not  laid 
out  to  him  it  is  now  voted  that  vSar- 
geant  Clarke  with  the  lot  layers  shall 
make  him  satisfaetion  out  of  the 
common  land  beyond  Mr.  Winthrop's 
farm,  near  to  the  New  Meddowes." 
W  hether  he  succeeded  in  getting  this 
land  laid  out  to  him,  or  went  on  re- 
ceiving satisfaction  for  former  grants 
to  the  end  of  his  days,  I  am  unable 
to  determine.  I  cannot  locate  his 
home  although  I  have  frequently 
found  hb  name  in  old  deeds  and  reo* 
ords.  That  he  owned  land  some* 
where  in  our  present  vicinity,  at  one 
time,  seems  probable  from  the  fact 
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that  MM  of  the  »ix  *^p«fCieii]Mi,*'  huid,  ten  ibiUiiigt,  and  Ui  properly 

copied  into  the  Topsfield  records  is  equally  divided  between  his  three 
from  Ipswich,  states  the  following :  sons,  John,  Humphrey  and  Daniel. 
* 'Granted  and  soid  onto  Eosigu  Uow-  *^Item.  I  gire  to  my  sou  John 
Ifltt  a  JMHiB  stripe  of  land  lying  be-  Clarke  my  mare  that  ia  in  tiie  woods 
tween  him  and  Daniell  Clarke."  I  or  wheresoever  she  be,  and  if  she  be 
hnvo  evidence  also  from  other  sonrc-  fonnrl  her  first  colt  that  she  bring  1 
es  that  alioiit  Ibis  time  he  held  real  givi^  to  my  graiKlchilci  John  Howlett*" 
estate  iu  what  in  uow  Spriugville.  X  Halher  au  uucerlain  legacy, 
iod  hie  name  given  aa  a  ooomoDir  I  staled  tiiat  Danlet  CSarke  had  a 
in  1661  and  1664,  nevertheleaa  <*Dan-  son  Daniel  who  died  in  1660.  The 
ieli  Clarke  Coming  into  ye  Towne  name  Daniel  wn»  aaain  bestowed  on 
meeting  the  6th  of  March  16^2*3  and  another  child  who  was  born  166d.  I 
eaing  that  he  had  noe  wriglit  hi  ye  have  foond  attiiy  inatanoaa  of  ttiia 
Ck»roiug."  among  the  old  famOlea.  If  a  diOd 

»*The  Towue  hfis  Vbated  Goodman  died,  the  siime  name  was  soon  after 
Clarke  a  Comrainer.  Voated.*'  given  U>  auother.    It  neems  to  me 

The  2»th  April  1669  *'The  court  like  a  denial  of  immortality,  like 
graota  Itoense  nolo  Daniel  daike  at  saying,  »*Tou  are  4tai*  gone  from 
Topsfield  to  keep  an  ordinary  for  us  forever,  utterly  destroyed,  yoor 
selling  beer  and  vietnnls  for  n  year  "  plnce  *<hall  be  fllled  and  your  name 


March  1675,  Sept.  1680  and  Sept.  do  our  fathers  injustice.  It  may  be 
1681.  While  keeping  this  *^oidma-  that  there  were  so  many  names  to  be 
ry,"  ho  w:it>  fined  "ten  shillings  and  given  and  John,  Thomas.  Sarah  and 


the  lodianii."    "-Lo,  the  poor  In*  cession  that  time  and  names  both 

dian  I"  One  wonders  how  many  of  ran  a  little  sliort. 

them  it  took  to  drink  that  gUl  and  Humphrey  Clarke  sold  out  his 

What  effect  it  had  upon  them.  property  in  Topsfield  *'to  my  loving 

I  learn  from  an  old  court  record  brother  Daniel  Clarke — all  my  right 

that  Daniel   Clarke  married  Mary  and  hitereet  in  Topsfield  township, 

Newbuiy,  daughter  of  Mr.  Thomas  the  same  towne  as  aforesaid  of  house, 

Ncwhiiry.      Their    children     were  housing,    buildings,  lands,  meadow 

Mary,    Klizabeth,   Dority,    iSarah,  and  upland,  improved  or  otherwise 

Martha,  Daniell  born  26  Oct.  1667,  wiUi  all  fencing  of  all  sorts  with  all 

died  17  Jan.  1660,  Judith,  JoIib,  the  timber,  wwd,  treee,  etreamaof 

Daniell,  Samuel    and    Humphrey,  water  or  mines  rocks  or  whatsoever 

Elizftbeth  married  William   Perkins  doth  properly    belong;   to  housing, 

in  1661^,  a  son  1  think  of  Mr.  W  iiham  lauds  as  aforesaid  with  jili  privileges, 

Perkins,  the  minister.   Sarah  mar-  appurtenances  belonging  l^reunto  aa 

ried  Saranel  Howlett  Jan.  8,  1670.  was  given  me  by  my  bonorsd  fatber 

In  Daniel  Clarke's  will  dated  Jan.  10,  Clarke   now   deceased.''  Anyone 

1688,  probated  March  25,  1690,  he  would  think  that  he  owned  the  whole 

gives  bis  son  Samuel,  who  is  in  £^g-  town  of  Topsfield,  but  he  parts  with 


This  license  was  reuewed 


another."    Yet  perhaps  I 


costs  for  splUiig  a  gill  of  liquor  to 


Dority  foUowcc!  in  such  quick  suo- 
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•MlMs^'torMid  in  eooiilflratloa  of 

ebth  forii  wiit  and  forty  pounds  in 
aUm/*  XkiS'dMdiftdatedDM.iS, 
169S. 

In  tTQSIIIada  dMd  fram  John 

Gould  to  Daniel  Clarke,  painter,  later 
a  deed  from  Zaccbeas  PerlLina  to 
Daniel  Clarke,  carpenter,  and  in  1726 
be  is  called  Mr.  Dauiui  Clarket  iun- 
InUnr.  I  «n  onnble  to  looito  his 
land  with  any  definiteneaa.  I  Ottljr 
know  that  it  bordered  Mr.  Capen't. 
In  1786  I  find  the  followiog  record: 
^Td  aee  what  the  town  will  do  nboot 
repairing  the  stone  wall  betWMD  Mr* 
Daniel  Clarlw'a  huid  and  the  ptr- 
BOQage." 

D^iel  Clarke  was  throughout  hia 
Ufa  a  Mmuit  of  the  town  in  farloue 
eeyneitiee.  Besides  other  senricee 
he  wfts  fref^nently  appointed  attor- 
ney for  Topsfield.  "1712."  '  *  El  ia  ha 
Perkins,  Daniel  Clarke  and  John 
Bomymn  ehoeen  agente  or  ettor* 
neys  to  }oyne  with  our  representa- 
tives in  behalf  of  the  towne  to  man- 
age our  townes  petition  now  in  the 
general  oonrt  for  a  leliearsing  of  the 
ease  between  Boxford  and  topsfield." 

Daniel  Clarke  married  Damaris 
Dormari  May  '29,  1689.  Their  ohil- 
dreu  were  Mary,  born  Aug.  16,  1694 
died  Aog.  Daniel,  Jacob,  DaB»* 
ria,  Mary,  Israel.  Humphrey,  Sarah, 
Dan  and  David.  It  appears  by  his 
will  that  he  had  a  second  wife  Han- 
nahf  but  I  can  find  no  record  of  the 
nanriage.  This  will  waa  nnde  the 
eerenth  day  of  June,  1646,  probated 
Feb.  13,  1746,  making  him  81  years 
oi  age  at  the  time  this  instrument 
naatewn  np,  U  mtnm  to  me  » 
eoftoos  old  document.  Iqaofeeeome 

pasaag^es  from  it. 
'ritem:  I  give  to       well  beloved 


wife  Heanah— the  liberty  of  •  je  pai^ 

lour  in  my  now  Dwelling;  house  and 
ye  Bed  Room  in  it,  with  the  Bed 
which  ia  in  sd  iied  Boom  with  ye 
bedataad  A  bed  oord  and  under  bed 
and  two  coverlids,  two  blank ett«  & 
three  pair  of  sheets  and  one  Bolfster 
and  two  pillows  <St  pillow  canes  with 
the  curtains  aiid  eurtaiii  lod^ 
Belonging  to  a*d  Bed;  aad  I  gite  t» 
my  s'd  wife  the  Liberty  of  the  WTnc 
Cellar  and  liberty  to  pass  to  and 
from  it  at  all  times,  and  I  give  to  her 
the  Liberty  of  ye  Little  Ovea^tobake 
in  as  ahee  may  have  occaaloD,  and  I 
give  to  my  s*d  wife  the  use  of  a 
brass  Kettle,  a  brase  Skillett  &  a 
braes  Scimmer  and  1  give  the  use  of 
a  pair  of  aadiiooa  A  a  lite  tilisa  A 
tooga  A  a  f lying  pan  and  wanaing 
pan  A  an  iron  pott  and  Trammels 
and  Grid  Iron  <&  Chadu  Dish  and  an 
Ovel  table  &  candlestick  and  I  give 
bar  ye  oea  of  a  Taokaid,  two  pewter 
platters  and  six  pewter  plates  and 
six  knives  &  forks  and  six  chaiia 
and  a  pair  of  hand  bellows.  But  If 
my  e'd  wife  ehall  obooee  to  Ufa  ia  ya 
bouse  which  my  son  Dana  noer 
dwells  in  Rather  than  ye  aforesaid 
Fariour  that  then  shoe  shall  have  ye 
liberty  of  tiiai  whole  houtM*  and  Cel- 
lar that  ia  under  it,  with  ye  Oaaden 
that  is  before  it  and  so  to  quitt  her 
Bight  and  privilege  in  my  now  DwHI- 
ing  house.  I  give  to  ray  sd  wife  ye 
liberty  of  my  House,  Cellar,  Garden, 
&  ye  nee  of  my  hooeehold  goods  aa 
above  mentioovd  so  long  as  Shee 
continues  my  Widow  and  No  Lonf^- 
er :  1  give  to  my  sd  wife  six  cords  of 
wood  yearly  to  he  entt  fitt  for  ye 
lire  and  Bnwgfat  to  ye  Door,  and  I 
give  to  my  sd  wife  Six  BusheUs  of 
Indian  Com,  one  Bushell  of  wlieat. 
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one  busheil  o£  Rye,  two  buiiieik  oi  Abht  tu  attcertaia. 

ten  pooadi  of  good  iUx  from  ye  a  pieoeof  laodoAUedBAndlkh'Anirit 

Swingle  and  one  hundred  pounds  of  containing  about  twelve  acres  and 

good  pork  and  seveatj  pouoda  of  taking  its   name  presumably  from 

Beef  and  two  barrels  of  cyder  aad  Baraulah  Baker,  to  whom  it  fomMfW 

bMieb  to  potttlo,  and  ttuwe  task-  belonged.  This  may  hm  bM Mi 

ells  of  winter  apples  A  one  bnshell  home  but  I  do  not  kiiow  tlutt  it  mtth 

of  Turnips ;  the  whole  of  these  Bety-  uor  where  the  land  was  looated. 

aral  Spedes  above  given  to  my  sd  We  have  an  old  account  book  in 

nUeforlwrSiqpportlslo  1»  oilffk  mf  pemamlkm  telongiog  to  ImmI 
Wid  to  her  every  year.  In  ye  FMpw  Gbukft.   Be  eeens  to  have  sold  gro- 

Season  therefor,  so  \on^  as  ahee  re-  cer!es  ;  I  cannot  say  he  had  a  store 

Timins  luy  widow,  ami  1  give  to  mj  for  I  hardly  think  anything  worthy 

«ki  wife  no  much  money  or  Bills  of  of  the  name  of  store  existed  at  that 

Credltt  at  to  Im  eqwd  to  forty  ahtt-  ttae.  Tlie  Met  ran  tnm  19t8  to 

U191 4>U  Teaor,  to  be  Delivered  to  1747  or  thereabouts.   Here  I  find 

her  every  year  during  her  sd  widow-  many  names  of  the  old  settlers, 

liood,  and  the  milk  of  one  cow  and  ''Mr.  William  Bedingtou,  Jan.  iil. 

Liberty  to  take  as  many  Summer  oyie,  two  quarts.'*    **ApreU,  1748, 

»p|)ke     ehee  ihtU  have  Oeesstoa  tiiomas  Ether,  Molasses,  6  qnertk'* 

of  for  her  own  eathig  during  her  sd  **March  12.  1744,  .Tabcz  Towne  oylS 

widowhood.    But  if  my  sd  wife  shall  2  quarts."  Jobn  Pichard,  Natiianiel 

insist  upon  her  having  hor  thirds  of  Gapen,  David  iialch,Abraham  Hobbe 

my  eetoto  Thea  ehe  »  nol  to  haf«  tmd  1— ay  others  are  aleo  awmtoaed* 

fMiTilege  above  given  her.   TheeeT-  Ocoasionally  he  witeedoarn  a  little 

eml  pnrtieulars  above  ed  that  my  family  history,  records  the  births 

wilt'  it>  to  fiave  t!»e  use  Sb  liberty  of  aad  deatbs  of  some  of  his__,ehildrea, 

liuring  her  sd  widowiioud  Is  all  of  or  interspenies  a   tew  relleciious. 

tft  to  fall  to  my  Baal  heceiii  aftor  Thea  be  ma  rigfal  «i  with  the 

named  (aa  his  other  Betate)  at  aiy  molasses  and  the  '*oyle."    I  Had 

wife's  1>eeease  or  marriage  *'  this  note  at  the  bottom  of  a  page, 

He  also   gives   legaci^  to  his  Israeli  Clarke  and  his  wife  Desires 

daughter  Mary  Donnao  and  to  his  the  prayers  of  Gods  peopel  in  this 

*<graBdehildreo  the  efaUdreD  of  my  Congregation  for  there  DaugMar 

daughter  Sarah  Bradstreet  Dec'd."  BarthSheba."    And  again  "Decera- 

Her  husband  was  bamuel  Bradstreet,  ber  10th  1740,  then  ye  Reverend  Mr 

the  son  of  Joho  Bradstreet,  the  fourth  John  Elmerson  Came  to  Dwell  Down 

aoBOf  thaGotanMr.  bytfaallaetinghaMa  aad  it  Ufaaa 

His  executor  waa  Ua  boo  Dann  wyBalay  Time  and  had  bin  for 

Clarke,  who,  I  think,  continued  the  Sum  Time  before."     Of  another 

inn  after  his  father's  death,  and  also  character,  ''Robert  Perkins  has  made 

his  son  Dauiel  after  him.  forW  five  Barrels  of  Cyder."  And 

flow  long  htewldinraaatinadlMr  hatt  a  UMto  ftetoHTt^^Tka  wMmr 

*'Mld  widowhood'*  I  have  aot  heaa  Dadsa,  ea»  toa,*"   Na«hh^|  iM»a; 
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we  don't  know  what  kind  of  a  ^Hiin" 
whether  bought,  sold  or  otherwise. 

Might  have  been  molasaeB,  only  I 
doubt  if  there  was  as  much  in  the 
whole  settlement ;  or  coal,  but  thej 

didnt  burn  coal  in  thoee  days*  Neter 
mind  wliat  it  was,  I  am  glad  that  the 
widow  Dod^e  in  her  lonely  and  des- 
olate (K>Dditiou  could  sclace  herself 
with  *^one  tnn."  These  entries  also 
•truck  me  as  curious:  '^May  20th 
1743.  Received  of  Dan  Clarke  by  the 
hand  of  his  son  Daniel  eight  blnck 
birds  not  fledged  and  cut  ott  their 
Beeka.*'  ««Jnly  U,  1748.  Beoeived 
of  liennery  Lamson  10  Ground  Squir- 
rels and  cut  ofif  there  Ears."  I  verily 
ttiought  at  first  that  my  great-great- 
grauiitather  was  akin  to  Jesse  Pom- 
eroy,  a  monater  of  eruelty.  Some 
one  innocently  inquired  **Why  didn't 
he  kill  themr*  But  upon  ««eoond 
thought  I  do  not  believe  my  worthy 
ancestor  waa  guilty  Of  the  horribn 
orine  of  turning  poor  little  eqoirrels 
and  blackbirds  looso  on  i\u  unfriend- 
ly world  miriUN  their  v:\r^  :uid  beaks. 
There  was  probably  a  bounty  offered 
upon  Ibem  by  some  one  and  the  eare 
and  beaka  were  sent  away  aa  tokens 

of  their  untimely  denths. 

Israel  Clarke  married  Mercy  Por- 
ter for  fiist  wife,  for  secoud  wife 
the  widow  Sw6tt«  maiden  name, 
Anna  Jewett  Mercy  Porter's  chil- 
dren were  Israel,  Mercy,  Jacob,  Da- 
vid, Elijah,  Sarah  bom  Nov.  14, 
1786,  died  Feb.  7,  1787.  *«Jan.  8t, 
1788.  Then  Sarah  Clarke  Daughter 
to  Israel  and  Mercy  Clarke  was 
Born,"  She  was  followed  by  Sam- 
uel and  Bathsbeba. 

^'May  19, 1746.*  Then  leraeLwent 
to  bit  unkel  porters  to  live.** 

In  1765  larael  Clarke,  Jan.,  then  a 


youDg  man  of  twenty-three,  bought 
our  present  farm  of  Andrew  Burley. 
and  with  bis  father's  family  came 
here  to  live.  That  family  consisted, 
as  far  as  I  am  able  to  ascertain,  of 
hia  atepmother,  Ann%  Jewett,  hie 
^ter,  Mercy,  and  his  brothers  Jacob 
and  David.  .Mercy  married  Joseph 
Koberts  oi  ilamiltuo.  Of  Jacob, 
**who  was  bom  partially  blind,"  aa 
atated  in  the  old  family  bible,  I  can 
find  no  further  record.  David  lived 
here  uutil  he  was  twenty-one,  and  at 
that  time  or  later  removed  to  Bridg- 
ton  where  he  ia  aaid  to  have  emeBe'ed 
quite  a  fortune  for  those  times. 

My  great-grandffither's  stepmother 
had  a  daughter  Ruth  Swett.  Wheth- 
er she  came  here  to  live  at  that  time 
with  the  family,  I  cannot  say.  It  ia 
certain  that  she  did  afterwards,  for 
again  in  the  old  Bible  it  is  recorded, 
^^Israel  Clarke  jun.  married  Bath 
Sweet  the  d«i|^  of  hia  fathei^a 
second  wife  which  most  have  been 
a  very  convenient  and  satisfactory 
family  arrangement.  Of  her  moth- 
er's residence  here  we  stiii  have  re- 
mindere  in  the  ahape  of  many  oUl 
papers  aud  acoouot  books,  datil^ 
back  as  far  as  1664,  all  in  the  same 
handwriting  and  belonging  to  the 
same  person,  Abraham  Jewett,  Bow- 
ley.  He  wai  evidently  a  ahoemaker 
and  cobbler,  and  very  fond  of  scrib- 
bling and  keeping  accounts.  It 
seems  a  little  singular  that  these  old 
booka  ehonld  have  been  so  earefnlly 
preeerved  for  such  a  long  time. 

Andrew  Burley  gave  Israel  Clarke 
jun.,  a  long  and  carefully  written 
deed  of  the  farm.  To  this  deed  **we 
do  set  onr  liandB  and  Seals  this 
Seventh  Day  of  July,  1755,  in  the 
twentininth   year  of  his  Majesties 
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BdgD."  During  hit  omimbip  be 
bad  incraaaed  the  land  from  twenty- 
four  to  "Seventy  ftnd  Three  Acres  be 
it  more  or  be  it  lese"  including  oer- 
tain  number  of  Letts  in  Pains'*hlU 
paatun  ao  called  alao  in  ad  Ipawlel^ 
being  the  whole  of  the  Becond  range 
of  Lolta  in  sd  Pasture,  ore  in  No.  7, 
8,  9,  10, 11,  12  C.  B.,"  auU  not  in- 
fila^ng  amnl  ootlyiDg  pieeea  of 
naadov  atidmanh. 

Here  were  bom  Israel  Clarke's 
family,  consisting  of  IsraeU  Mercy, 
who  was  bom  April  13tb,  1767  and 
died  Sept.  SSd,  177S,  Anna,  Swah, 
Samuel,  Humphrey,  bom  July  25, 
1780  and  died  May  80,  1782,  and 
Humphrey  bom  Jan.  7,  1783,  and 
here  died  Anna  Clarice,  Mardi  25, 
1786,  Israel  Claito,  Not.  24, 1789  at 
the  ripe  old  age  of  88  years,  and 
eight  months  after laiaelClarite  Jan., 
JuW  26th,  1790. 

To  my  great  grandlslliMr,  lanel 
Clarlie,  we  owe  the  row  of  wUlowa 
by  the  brook  side.  My  grandfather, 
wlio  was  Imt  seven  years  of  age 
wlien  iiis  fuLiicr  died,  baw  liim  set 
tiMMtnaa  oal»  aaklng  theoi  aone 
where  from  five  to  seven  years  over  a 
hundred  years  of  age.  The  hand 
that  planted  them  has  long  since 
crambled  into  dust,  but  the  troes  are 
more  enduring  than  a  maonaeiit  of 
marble  ;  for  although  the  old  trees 
are  breaking  down,  oew  ones  will 
spring  from  the  roots  and  they  will 
mm  be  oontiniwd  indaiDitely. 
Bfeiy  y^r  the  tot  sign  of  the  com* 
Ing  spring  is  seen  in  their  growing 
greenness ;  they  have  been  transferred 
to  canvas,  and  at  blossoming  time, 
iHiaB  the  air  is  laden  with  fragranoe, 
we  do  not  doabt  that  others  beside 
Mm.  deoQeBdaBtB  bftve  veaeon  to  oaU 


So  Both  Clatke  was  left  a  widow 

with  several  small  children  still 
below  the  age  of  majority.  In  this 
condition  of  affairs  David  Clarlie  of 
Biidgeton  desires  to  relieve  her  aoma- 
what  of  her  burdens  by  adopting  my 
graudfatber,  Humphrey.  Whether 
be  was  the  best  lookmg  or  not  I  can- 
not say.  I  did  oot  know  him  tOlhe 
was  old,  yet  I  think  it  poaaOilethttk 
he  may  have  been.  We  Still  hsTO 
several  old  letters  written  upon  this 
suLiject  by  David  Clarke  of  Bridge- 
tonto  my  great  grandoMillier  Botii 
Clarke.  To  illustrate  the  difficulty 
of  travelling  in  those  days  I  will 
quote  a  few  lines  from  one  of  them, 
written  Jan.  12,  1795.  "I  send  you 
this  letter  by  Mr.  David  Fotter,  he 
will  return  to  Bridgoton  in  a  Short 
time  With  two  Sleighs ;  and  if  you 
have  a  nund  Humphrey  Should  Com 
and  live  with  me,  mr  potter  wOl 
Bring  htm  Down  if  he  la  not  too 
havy  funded  and  I  make  no  doubt 
he  will  take  Goixl  Care  of  bira  on  the 
Boads  uud  1  Do  nut  think  that  you 
will  have  a  Batter  opporlmil^  to 
Send  him  to  me."  Evidently  ttere 
was  no  discussion  about  electric 
roads.  I  will  just  say  here  that 
^'Humphrey"  did  go  to  Bridgeton 
and  remained  with  his  nndo  two 
years ;  nfter  which  time  lie  again 
returned  to  Topsfield. 

Here,  after  he  attained  his  nu^Jorl* 
ty  he  hooght  oot  the  rights  of  Ua 
bfothers  and  Bisters  and  came  into 
possession  of  his  father's  farm.  He 
married  Mercy  Clinton  Jan.  2G,  1809. 
At  or  near  this  time  the  se(x>ud  house 
on  the  faimwaseioatad  by  mv  great- 
onde,  Israel  Clarke,  and  completed  b|y 
my  grandfather.  It  waa  a  one  atoiy 
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hooBe  with  a  tongt  aUuitiiig  tool' at 

the  back,  the  kitchen  facing  the 
north  uid  with  a  bedroom  at  one  end 
and  a  pan^y  at  the  other  taking  up 
the  entife  aim  of  the  hooM.  TlMMe 
oM  faaUoiMd  kitetaeoa  an  lapidly 
diBappearing^.  They  were  so  made 
as  to  exclude  tlu'  ravH  of  the  suu  ; 
only  iu  tiiu  laLtur  part  of  the  after- 
noon, I  mflMinher,  it  would  peep 
round  the  elm  tree  aod  tlirow  a  flick- 
pn'og  li^ht  across  my  grandfather's 
table.  Vhay  were  oold  rooms, 
perhaps  meant  to  be  so,  in  order  that 
Paritao  houeekeepere  might  not  take 
too  mach  pleasure  in  livincr.  Ours 
was  not  so  bad  owi!><;  to  its  sheltered 
situation,  but  in  Honte  other  bouses, 
with  wIM  I  am  familiar,  bitttt  on 
higher  land,  the  oold  was  something 
not  easily  forgotten.  If  the  explor- 
ers  for  the  North  {)ole  ure  simply 
seeking  the  cuidest  place  on  earth, 
Ibey  might  give  over  tlieir  eeatehing 
and  contentedly  sit  down  in  an  old 
fashioned  New  England  kitohen. 

In  this  house  my  grandfather's  two 
sons,  Humphrey  Mid  David,  were 
bora;  here  Hnmpbrey  died  at  the 
age  of  five  years,  my  ffrandmother, 
Mercy  Clinton,  Jan.  2nd  18«io;  and 
afterwards  my  graodfatliet.  Yet  I 
oannotaay  that  be  died  in  the  bonee. 
Atdglity-flve  yeara  of  age,  bale  and 
rigorous,  in  full  pof?aef»Bion  of  his 
faculties,  he  fell  dead  iu  the  cornfield 
holding  in  hib  hand  the  ripening 
Mndaa  of  eon.  No  aoond,  no  nrnr* 
mar,  no  groan  to  indicate  to  those 
working  close  by  him,  hnt  oonwaled 
by  the  rusUing  corn,  that  a  soul  was 
passing, — ^a  fitting  dose  to  an  ener- 
getie,  bard  working  life.  In  tbe 
prayer  of  the  English  church  ooenm 
ttHS  petition,  "And  deliver  us  from 


■nddan  death;"  Rather,  let  mwn^, 

deliver  me  from  the  stow  torture,  the 
lingering  agony  of  long  oontioaed 
sickness. 

My  grandf afber  left  as  an  endnr- 
iag  legnoiy  in  the  noble  elm  wiildi 
shades  the  western  side  of  the  honee. 

iMy  father  huw  him  sow  the  seed  of 
this  tree  wheu  he  was  teu  years  of 
age,  makbig  It  now  seivent^^wo 
years  old.  I  measured  it  a  short 
time  ago  and  found  it  eighteen  feet 
in  circumference.  I  could  hardly 
realize,  as  I  measured  its  rti^;ged 
■Idee,  that  seventy-two  yean  ago  It 
was  only  a  tiny  seed. 

"And  8UD  and  showerw  nourished  il 
And  gave  the  elm  tree  birth." 

At  tiiat  age  man  begins  to  fail  and' 
glow  feeble  and  gray.  Not  so  the 
^rand,  old  tree.  The  years  thus  far 
only  bring  to  it  added  beauty  and 
vigor.  The  trunk  grows  larger,  the 
branohea  aboot  U&er  and  far  np 
above  the  world  beum  the  oriole  and 
vireo  fasten  tbrir  neata  to  ita  awaylag 
twigs. 

David  Clarke  married  Mary  Pea- 
body,  Dee.  8d,  1840.   In  this  aamo 

honse  his  four  children  were  bom 
and  here  the  oldest  child,  Mercea 
Clinton,  died  at  the  age  of  three 
yean. 

Our  present  house  was  built  by  my 
father  in  1871.  Here  my  brother, 
Humphrey  H.  Clarke,  died  Feb.  17, 
1874,  and  my  father,  David  Clarke, 
Maioh  18,  1880. 

In  looking  over  our  family  hbtory 
T  have  been  stnick  by  the  continasJ 
recurrence  of  tbe  same  name.  In 
every  family  hot  one  there  was  an 
Humphrey  Ctarkw,  andaaClio  anst 
family  had  two  the  omis^on  was 
atoned  for.   I  have  really   felt  a 
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esriosity  to  know  where  sad  irhM  9tam  th»a«twe  of  t^y  subject  my 
the  tat  Bnmphrey  Clarke  came  into  p^pw  hm  hatmm  doee  raeenibUxMia 

cxiBtcnce,  and  why  his  descendants  to  some  of  those  chapters  iu  Chron- 
sbotild  ding  to  his  name  so  pertina-  ides  which  go  on  this  waj  :  ''Aod 
OMMiely.  in  our  tamily  we  ought  U>  Shalium  btsgat  HUkiah  and  Hilltiah 
be  able  to  say,  "fTbe  quali^  of  begat  Ajariah,"  botwe  araaU  kxven 
■iimjij  k  aot  stratHtf*  ta  Imtv  «I  Mm  supeniataial*  Let  me  cloee 
been  blessed  with  many  Mercys*.  with  a  ghost  story,  the  only  one  I 
My  great  grandfather  CKntou,  tiie  know  which  is  eoQuected  with  the 
father  of  Mercy  Cliutoo,  my  grand-  plaoe,  and  certainly  the  moat  autheu- 
motlier,  toft  an  amofint  book  very  tic  wfaksb  em  came  to  my  knowl- 
similar  to  that  previously  quoted  edge. 

from.  belongiDg  to  Israel  Clarke,  My  grandmother,  Mercy  Clinton, 
except  that  there  are  in  it  more  rellec-  haul  a  younger  brother  by  the  name 
tkma  and  jotting  down  of  evanta.  I  ol  .Dftvid  GUntoo.  In  hto  Tlilti  to 
will  give  ft  few,  which  may  be  iatev^tlib  sister  he  became  aoqnainted  witii, 
eating  on eocoont  of  their  age.  and  interested  in,  Mercy  Perkins, 

"July  80,  1794.  A  fire  in  Boston,  a  daughter  of  Elisha  Perkins  who 
burnt  Hfty  dwelling  houses,  seven  theu  lived  u|K>n  the  hill  in  the  house 
vopewfllks,  BtoieB  etc.,  Iom  eetinwtod  now  occupied  by  the  fSunily  of  tlM 
■t  one  hundred  and  fifty  ttiooeend  late  David  Perkins.  Being  somewhat 
pounds  sterling.  The  sfime  day  ont  of  health  he  went  to  Boston  to 
three  pirates  were  executed  on  the  see  a  physician.  A  letter  had  Just 
common.  been  received  from  him  stating  that 

Sept.  18.  Tlie  bell  wee  hnng  in  tlie  he  wee  doing  as  well  ea  eoold  be 
meeting    house.     Betsey'v    brown  expected. 

bouse  moved.  Henry  Tufts  pardoned  At  that  time,  my  grandmother's 
fiom  the  sentence  of  death  by  the  niece,  Edna  Dane  of  brookfleld,  was 
govemornnd  pat  on  the  oftettoduv  vielting  her.  Iferey  PMfcine  enme 
ing  life.  Ofer  to  nuke  a    neighboring  call. 

Christmas  day  was  the  pleasantest  When  she  took  her  leave,  Edna 
day  I  ever  saw,  no  aoow,  no  ice.  no  walke<l  iiume  with  her  as  far  as  the 
frost.  bridge.    After  they    sepaiated  she 

Jnn.  17M.  John  Potter't  bnm  heaid  naereem  firam  Moray  latftnm- 
blew  down«  killed  four  head  o(  onltle,  ed  to  go  back  to  her,  bat  eeeing  her 
a  very  heavy  gale  of  wind.  keeping  on  her  way  home  appinntly 

Jan.  19  &  20,  1810.  Coldest  ever  all  right,  she  went  on  again, 
known  in  New  England.  The  next  day  Mercy  came  over  in 

Joly  i7,  1804.  Bben  Clhiton  left  tenrs  and  after  saying,  <*We  shaU 
home  to  sail  in  the  Vainlove  for  certainly  hear  from  David  today," 
northwest  coast,  Tom  Brown  master,  related  the  following  story.  After 
Simon  of  Boston  owner,  bound  to  leaving  Edna  she  looked  around  and 
northwest  oonet  and  the  voyage  to  be  saw  David  OUnton  standing  behind 
aboat  three  years  and  God  be  pleie*  lier.  Thinking  he  had  retamed  on- 
ed  to  bleis  him."  ezpeotediy  she  pat  oot  her  hand  tQ 
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■tekebudivMililB,  wfan  heviB- tiM  dM«lil«r  of  tlw  Edaa  Dmm« 
lihtd.  8bt  ttiM  uttered  Uw  leram  afterwards  Edna  Waila,  sentiooed 

heard  by  Edna.  Hurrying  on  over  above,  lold  me  thia  etory  and  closed 
the  bridge  she  looked  round  again  with  fbese  words:  **My  moiber 
and  David  again  atood  behind  her  and  to  her  dying  day  believed  that  Mercgr 
(bM  OHM  BOfB  TiAiahed.  ThatTery  Perkfna  jaw  a  giioat." 
day  a  letter  waa  receired  sUting  that  I  will  add  that  Mercy  Perkins 
Pavid  Clinton  bad  died  veiy  aadden-  afterward  married  an  Andrews  and 
ly  and  unexpectedly.  was  the  mother  of  Joseph  Andrews, 

Mrs.  George  IHUM  of  HtnUlon,  recently  deoeaaed. 
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Tkie  XopBfield  Copper  Minea. 

By  Mb8.  G.  Wabreh  Towme. 

*'lf  r.  Endeeott  hath  foand  *  cop-  the  boondB  thereoff  the  swAmpj  mea- 

per  mine  in  his  own  groand.    Mr.  dow  land  that  Uetfa  on  the  floath  nde 

Leader  hath  tried  it."    So  writes  of  the  river." 

John  Winthrop  to  tiia  bod«  oo  the  Tho.  Danforth, 

30th  Sept.,  1648.    Such  a  find  was  Robert  Hale, 

of  much  Importenw  to  the  infant  naturaUy  thiak  that  the 

colony  and  Mr.  Eud.cott  at  once  locatloo  of  the  Gowriort  fame  on 

petitioned  the  General  Court  to  ay  the  Ipswich  Rker  WM  at  leet  settled, 

out,  and  estobhsh  the  bounds,  of  the  ^^^^  ^^^^^ 

™              ™         "S*!  {"Ir^  ders  of  the   Court  in  regard  to  it. 

him  in  1689,  and  on  which  Be  had  ^bere  seems    k,   huve  been  much 

made  so  va  nahic  n  discovery    The  ^^^^  about  the  boonde  belweea 

Courtacu  1  nium  h.s  request  .n  Oc-  the  land  of  Zaocheo.  Goold  and  "ye 

tober  of  tne  aamc  year,  and  appoint-  ^^^^^^^  Governor-  and  as  neither 

,,  u  ?f •  2^^'  ?ui'  were  of  yielding  dispositions,  it  re- 
all,  both  of  Beading,  to  perform  this  ^ 

dnty  whK.h  for  Rome  unknown  rea-  ^  ^  satisfactory  settlement 

tUey  neglected  to  do,  for  nearly  ^..^n  with  the  help  of  the  Grncral 

ten  years  afterwards  in  1657.  the  ^ourt.     But   the  Governor  finally 

Coort,  on  i»titlon  from  the  Govern-  ^^^^  ^-^  ^^^^^ 

mcnt  aiM>mnted  Mr   Ihos.Danforth  aeweonthe  Ipswich  river  and  wi 

and  Robert  Ha      to   ay  out  the  ^    ^  consider  the  copper 

former  grant  of  land  on  the  Ipswich  j^i^^  ' 

^^mBdeix^  t^honot^  (^VBnor  Governor  Endicott's    attempt  at 

Jno.  Endioott  £sq.,    that  he  shall  ^^^y^^^^  ^^^^^ 

not  -suffer  daraaee  that  it  hath  not  ^"-^          ^  ^  „^ 

bmn  layd  out  formerly.  j„  jj^^h  America  by  Europeans. 

The  return    made  to  the  Court  The  natives  of  the  soil,  the  Indians, 

reads  as  follows :  liad  made  use  of  copper  for  persouai 

1659.  25th  May.  adornment,  long  years  before  the 

"Layd  out  vnto  the  honored  Gov-  advent  of  the  white  man ;  but  the 

emor  .John  Endeeott  Esq.  five  hun-  eastern  trihos  probably  obtnined  it 

dred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  on  Ips-  in  barter  from  the  tribes  living  near 

wich  River  and  is  bounded  wth  a  **the  great  lake' '  where  copper  could 

block  anent  Goodman  Ooolds  laiid  be  fonnd  nearly  pure  in  its  omde 

on  the  east,  Blind  Hole  on  sootb«  state. 

and  the  wilderness  elsewhere  sar-  In  the  neeonnts  of  Gosnold's  voy- 

rounding,  the  said  farme  taking  into  sge  to  America,  made  in  1602,  the 
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f&ct  that  the  Indians  of  Massachu- 
setta  had  oopper  in  their  poBsession 
is  menttooed. 

One  Jotm  Brereton,  who  accom- 
panied Gosnold,  wrote  as  toilowa  re- 

Sarding  the  luitlvee  of  eonthem 
[asaachusetts: 
"They  have  aho  jrreat  store  of 
oopper,  some  very  red  and  Bome  of 
a  paler  color ;  none  of  theui  but  have 
oSniDB,  ear  rloga,  or  ooUera  of  this 
metal.  They  head  some  of  their 
aiTowB  tlioronith.  Their  chains  arc 
made  of  buUow  pieces  of  the  bignese 
of  one  of  our  reeds,  a  finger  in 
length  ten  or  twelve  of  them  togeth- 
er on  a  string  which  they  wear  al>out 
their  bodies  like  bandclicirs  a  handful 
bniad,  ail  hollow  pieces  like  the 
other  but  somewhat  shorter,  four 
hnndred  pteces  in  a  collar,  very  fine 
and  evenly  set  t<jgether ;  bcsirles 
these  they  have  hirge  drinking  cups 
made  like  skuiia,  and  other  thin 
plates  of  copper.  I  was  desirous  to 
understand  where  tliey  had  such 
store  of  tills  metal  and  made  Bign  to 
one  of  them  who  taking  a  piece  of 
copper  in  his  hand  made  a  hole  with 
hia  finger  in  the  ground  and  withal  1 
pointed  to  the  main  from  whence 
they  came." 

but  it  was  in  Topafield  that  the 
first  attempt  was  made  by  English 
colonists  to  mine  the  ore. 

Charles  M.  Endecott,  in  hi9  mem- 
ories of  Oov.  Eudecott,  mcnIioiiR 
the  oopper  mine  in  Topsfield  and 
speaks  of  it  as  being  upon  his  land 
on  the  Ipswich  river  near  a  place 
called  at  the  time  Blind  Hole.  He 
says  it  was  tested  by  Mr.  Leader  of 
the  Lynn  iron  woiks,  who  must  have 
given  a  favorable  opinion,  for  in 
1651   Mr.  Bndeoott  petitions  the 


Greneral  Court  for  the  grant  of  a 
wood  lot  in  its  neighborhood  to  en- 
able him  to  work  it  with  more  ease. 
In  this  petition  he  states  that  he  had 
already  been  to  some  charges  for 
the  finding  and  melting  of  oopper 
ore,  and  was  still  in  proseontioD  of 
bringing  it  to  perfection  by  sending 
to  Sweden  and  Germany  for  persona 
well  skilled  in  the  art  to  assmt  him. 

Following  is  the  grant  made  14 
Oct.  1651 : 

*^In  answer  to  the  petition  of  John 
Endecott,  Esquire,  ye  present  hon- 
ored Governor  the  court  doth  grant 
him  three  hundred  acres  of  wood 
land  lying  neere  to  the  place  he  in- 
tends to  sett  up  his  works,  named 
Blind  Hole,  ueere  to  a  farme  form- 
erly granted  him  not  being  granted 
to  any  other,  on  this  condition,  that 
ho  Hct3  np  his  workes  within  seven 

years." 

Mr.  WlUiam  P.  Upham  writes  me 
that  he  does  not  think  the  three  hun- 
dred acres  of  woodland  were  ever 

laid  out.  He  says,  *'John  Porter 
seems  to  have  owned  the  land  on  the 
south  of  the  550  acre  Endecott  grant 
where  the  thrae  hundred  acres  in 
Blind  Hole  would  have  been  set  oflf 
to  Endecott  if  he  had  complied  with 
the  condition  us  to  the  copper  mine." 
H  r*  Upham  thinks  as  the  three  hnn- 
dred acres  of  woodland  were  to  be 
near  the  oopper  mine  the  mine  must 
have  been  on  that  ]iart  of  the  550 
acres  iyiug  south  of  the  river.  There 
is  not  the  shadow  of  a  donbt  in  my 
own  mind  in  regard  to  this. 

C.  fii.  Endecott  closes  his  account 
of  the  mine  by  saying  it  was  subse- 
quently abandoned,  it  not  yielding 
sniBoient  copper  to  enoonrage  the  ' 
Gkyveinor  to  work  It  longer. 
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8«Tag6,  in  hk  ikaldi  of  nUntd 

Leader,  says  be  tried  a  copper  mine 
in  Endecott's  farm  at  Salem  (Topn- 
field)  bat  met  with  ill  saccesn.  All 
thingti  oonatdered  I  think  we  most 
oondnde  tlMik  Gtovernor  Endioott 
was  not  more  successful  thaa  otliere 
have  been  at  a  later  date. 

"We  cannot  |)n8s  by  Richard  Lead- 
er without  giving  a  short  sketch  of 
the  man. 

A  letter  written  by  Snmnoel 

Downing  to  .Totni  Winthrop,  Jr.,  in 
1644,  ia  full  of  interesting  informa- 
tion. 

My  Honorof]  Cosen, 

The  Adventurers  in  the  Iron 
Woike  have  agreed  with  Mr.  Lender 
to  tA%  one  of  theire  work,  you  know 
the  mi\n.  He  lived  in  Irelund.  He 
is  a  pn  fort  nrrountant,  hath  skill  in 
myneu  uud  Lryall  of  meltuils ;  he 
hfrtb  eoveoanted  to  aenre  tliem  leven 
7  years  his  wag^  is  100  li.  per  an- 
num hi*  to  have  passage  for  liim- 
aelff  hu»  wife,  2  children,  3  uervanta. 
aahone  to  bo  Imilt  for  him,  and 
gnmnd  to  be  allowed  him  for  his 
horses  nnd  n  frvr  oowes.  The  100 
li.  per  Hiinuni  begins  the 25  of  March 
next.  When  1  perceived  they  were 
noolved  upon  him,  and  that  yt  woold 
be  Boe  advanti^e  to  you  for  me  to 
have  expressed  my  dislike  of  their 
way  herein,  I  told  them  I  was  well 
noored  Mr  Leader  woqM  be  a  wel- 
oomb  man  vnto  yon  for  at  my  com- 
infi:  thence  you  expressed  your  desire 
ttial  myself  or  some  other  would 
uudertuke  the  business.  Then  Mr 
Lender  toht  them  he  woold  not  medio 
with  any  undertaking  of  their  bail> 
nesB  without  yonr  free  consent  and 
oonteotmeot,  for  see  in  prirate  he 


had  proolMd  mo  to  expcees  himeott 

before  ihem  all  whirh  he  preformed 
verie  honestly.  Mr  Holyc  told  me 
that  when  they  were  agreeing  with 
Mr  Leader  they  would  have  given 
him  150  11.  per  annum  rather  than 
left  him.  therefore  if  Mr  Leader  had 
stood  upon  yt  he  might  have  had  the 
150  li. 

Yoor  aaaud  loving  undo 

Etn.  Downing. 
London,  26  ffebr  1644. 

That  he  was  of  a  studioos  dispo- 
sition wc  may  infi  r  from  an  extrnct 
taken  from  a  letter  written  t>y  Robert 
Childs  to  John  Winthrop  Jr.,  iu  1650. 

"Mr  Leader  hath  more  enriooa 
books  than  I,  especially  about  Di- 
vinity business,  where  you  rony  see 
them."  We  cannot  repress  a  sensa- 
tion of  anrprite  that  the  bodica  wora 
described  in  just  those  words. 

A.gaiiu  nnd  this  time  it  is  John 
Winthrop,  Jr.,  himself  who  writes  in 
1646. 

8ir :  I  am  much  asked  for,  the  sad- 
dle that  was  lefty  I  pray  send  it  by 
the  first  opportunity  **toboleftntmy 
father's  for  me.    It  was  bOROWOdof 

Mr  Leader." 

In  The  Adveuturera  iu  Eng- 
land aent  over  one  Mr,  Dwwea,  to 

oversee  Mr.  Leader  (but  he  was  far 
short  of  Mr.  (.reader.)  They  could 
not  agree,  so  Mr.  Dawes  was  return- 
ed to  lenerifliB.  Wo  imaghie  that 
Mr.  Dawes  watched  the  infant  town 
of  Lynn  sink  below  the  hoiisOO  with 
a  sii;;ii  of  .'^latisfaetioii. 

In  it>6i,Mr.  EicLiard  Leader  of  the 
Lynn  Iron  worka  woe  arraigned  by  tho 
oourt  for  reproaching  Governor  En- 
dioott, the  Court,  and  the  Church  at 
Lynn.    In  their  fiiat  excitement  Uie 
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Court  fined  him  two  hundred  pounds, 
which  was  afterwards  reduced  to 

fifty.  Mr.  Leader  made  an  acknowl- 
edgment and  the  fine  was  remitted, 
but  after  this  Mr.  Johu  Gitlord  ap- 
peals in  th«  reeords  as  overseer  of 
tbs  Lynn  Ironworks.  SftYSge  says 
that  Leader  went  to  Berwick  where 
he  had  a  grant  of  the  exclusive  use 
of  tile  Liltie  river  to  erect  mills,  tie 
was  a  magistrate  and  iu  1654  was  a 
collector  of  8trawl>erry  Bank.  Here 
he  disappears  from  the  rooords. 

There  are  two  mine  lot&,  6o  called, 
both  owned  by  Wlliiani  Batchelder. 
We  will  consider  them  for  conven- 
ience sake  as  the  upper  and  lower 
mine  lot.  The  upper  lot  la  a  field 
of  about  four  acres  and  is  situated 
on  the  left  of  the  road  leadln^r  from 
8ewell  Townc's  house  to  William 
Batchelder's  and  about  half  way  f>e- 
tween  the  two  places.  Tlie  lower 
lot  is  just  beyond  the  tirt»t  ou  the 
right,  at  the  comer  of  the  Bozford 
roadfit  is  also  bounded  on  the  north- 
west by  the  highway  leading;  to  Mid- 
dleton  ;  this  lot  contains  between  two 
and  three  acres  of  pasture  land. 

8.  S.  ICackensie  in  an  article  in 
the  Elssex  Institute  Proceedings  says 
"there  are  three  different  localities 
where  shafts  were  sunk,  one  near  the 
meadow  on  land  now  owned  by  Dav- 
id Towne  and  near  tlie  honse  of 
Elisb'i  Townc."  We  have  found  no 
trace  of  tliis  shaft  and  it  is  possible 
Mr*  iilackeuuiti  wusi  mistaken,  us  uo 
record  can  be  fonnd  of  an  EHsha 
Towne  living  in  this  neighborhood. 
Of  the  other  two  shafts  mentioned 
we  have  a  very  connected  history. 

Before  we  proceed  to  the  history 
of  the  lower  mine,  let  as  linger  a 
while  with  the  people  who  at  differ- 


ent times  have  owned  this  piece  of 
land.   The  first  to  greet  ns  is  **01d 

Captain  Ben,"  as  he  was  called. 

Benj.  Towne  was  born  in  Tops- 
field  May  10,  1691.  He  marned 
fonr  times.  Fbst,  Catherine,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Towne,  Jr.,  April  1, 
1713.  Second,  Susannah  Wilds, 
April  15,  1722.  She  was  the  mother 
of  nine  children  ;  ;Uarch  7,  1726  nhe 
gave  birth  to  twins  Jacob  and  Joseph 
and  April  80,  1736,  two  months  be- 
fore her  donth,  she  became  the 
mother  of  three  healthy  male  chil- 
dren all  of  whom  lived  to  be  middle 
aged  men.  Third,  he  married  Mary 
Perlfins  May  9,  1738  and  fourth,Mrs. 
Mary  Clark.  He  acquired  a  large 
estate  for  the  time  in  which  he  lived 
and  from  llie  records  seems  to  have 
been  a  prominent  man  in  town  af- 
fairs, frequently  offlciuting  as  town 
clerk,  selectman  and  assessor  of  tax- 
es, etc.  He  died  Feb.  11,  1772  aged, 
81. 

Jacob  his  son,  married  Elizabeth 
Perkins  and  died  leaving  one  son, 
Jacob  who  marned  Mary  Perkins. 
Their  son  was  our  well  known  Jacob 
Perkms  Towne,  for  forty  years  town 
clerk. 

Joseph  married  twice.  By  his  first 
wife,  Elizabeth  Rogers,  his  children 
were  Deborah,  who  married  a  Brick> 
ett ;  Elizabeth,  commonly  called  Bet> 
ty,  nnd  Lydia.  Betty  and  Lydia  re- 
mained unmarried  and  lived  at  the 
old  homestead  on  the  Middleton  road. 

Lydia  was  insane  and  many  cari- 
ous and  amusing  incidents  of  her  in- 
sanity are  still  related  in  the  nei<2:h- 
l>orbood.  It  is  said  if  there  was  a 
death  in  town  she  invariably  placed 
littie  stones  in  Itoe  like  a  funeral 
train,  and  many  now  living  remember 
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Betty's  anxious  itiquirj  of  a  chance  Five  sLillinga  and  for  divers  other 
caller,  **Who  is  dead?'*  good  oonaideratfons  from  Edmmid 

The  neighbors  would  say,  *'Well  Quincy  of  the  Difctriol  of  Stoughton- 
LifHy,  how  is  Botty  tr>day?'*  Her  ham  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  Gent- 
anawer  was  always  the  same,  ''Betty  leman,  have  sold  Edmuod  Quincy  all 
is  a  good  gal,  she  never  steals  1"        mines,  mine  ores,  minerals  and  other 

The  story  of  Aunt  Betty  and  Liddy  hidden  treasnres  of  the  Earth  l3ring 
is  very  pathetic.  Betty  was  the  eld-  in  land  or  farm  of  mine  the  said 
er  by  twelve  years,  and  it  is  said  Benjamine  Towne  partly  and  partly 
was  very  plain.  Liddy  was  a  pretty  in  Laud  of  us  the  said  Jacob  and 
girl,  and  many  stories  of  her  pretty  Josep  Towne  which  we  pnidiased 
dresses,  her  beauty  and  her  skill  and  jointly  of  John  Leach  of  Beverly, 
recklessnesB  as  h  liorsewoman  still  Esqr.  bounded  as  follows.  Viz: 
exist.  We  can  easily  imuLnne  the  Southerly  on  the  Land  of  Nehemiah 
love  and  pride  of  the  elder  and  plaiu-  Herrick  there  measuring  sixty-two 
er  sister.  At  lenfcth  a  time  oame  rods  from  tiie  comer  leading  from 
when  Ljdia  was  busy  from  morning  Oanvers  Road  to  a  white  Oak  Tree 
till  night  with  her  wlieel  and  needle  ;  near  the  wall  betwixt  said  Herricks 
when  the  pile  of  snowy  lineu  grew  Laud  and  ua  the  said  grantors,  then 
steadily  day  by  day ;  when  the  silken  Northerly  from  said  white  Oak  tree 
wedding  dress  was  ready  for  the  wed*  to  a  certain  Spring  enclosed  with 
ding  that  never  came  off,  for  it  was  a  stone  wall  there  racasnring  about 
the  old  story  of  a  new  face  and  a  twenty  rods  the  n  running  still  North- 
new  fancy.  Lydia  became  hopeless-  erly  from  said  Spring  about  twenty 
ly  i  naane.  rods  more  allong  side  with  said  Spring 

Then  was  the  devfition  of  the  elder  to  a  certain  stone  brklge  across  the 
sister  made  manifest.  Not  one  cent  road  within  the  gate  leading  from 
of  Lydia's  property  was  ever  touched.  Danvers  to  Middleton  and  fron)  said 
Hetty's  laud  was  sold  off  bit  by  bit  Bridge  on  the  road  as  it  runs  through 
until  next  to  nothing  remahied.  All  the  said  gate  from  Middleton  to 
these  years  she  never  wavered  but  Topsfleld  there  mcasorlng  sixty-two 
bore  her  burden  cheerfully  till  she  ro<ls  and  from  thence  within  the 
lay  it  down  at  the  Master's  feet.  Stone  wall  leading  from  the  parting 
Lydia  survived  her  sister  but  one  road  toward  said  Uerrick's  house  on 
short  month.  They  lie  horled  aide  the  oomer  leading  from  said  Danven 
by  side  in  the  old  cemetery  on  the  road  first  mentioned,  there  measnr- 
hill  where  the  winds  whisper  softly  ing  about  eiprbtoen  rods  enclosing  in 
In  the  pine  trees  and  the  spring  said  bounds  A  certain  shaft  or  Mine 
flowers  grow  thldr  and  white  on  their  Hole  whMi  la  oommonW  known  by 
graves.  the  name  of  Towoe's  dopper  Mine, 

The  following  deed  will  teU  its  also  o:rant!ng  unto  the  said  Edmund 
own  story  :  Quincy  iii^xht  of  Ingress  Egress  and 

We  Benjamiu  Towne,  Gentleman,  Regress  upon  the  iaud  and  premise 
Jacob  and  Joseph  Towne  yeoman,  and  his  worlnnen  and  Labonrara, 
allof  Topalleld  in  oonsideration  of  Pitts  A  8hafla,  to  sink  IiOTallaaod 
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Drift  wmyt  fwd  «H  other  uaeeiMiryi 

meet  for  working  the  Mines  within 

the  premises.  F^nj^^inp  or  Enfrines, 
Mill  or  Mills  or  any  other  KdeOces 
and  £rect  ou  lUe  piemidiiuft  and  tiie 
OM  tod  benefit  of  nil  wnler  or  vnV 
ercourses  for  tbenoildng  Mdd  Mines 
and  for  cleaning  the  ores  got  within 
the  premises  and  further  we  the  said 
Benjamine  Towne  Jacob  Towne  and 
Joseph  Towne  do  hereby  agree  with 
the  said  Kduiiin<l  Quincy  that  in  case 
he  shoiiUl  tlisouver  any  Veins  of 
mines  or  mine  ores,  extending  be* 
yond  the  afore  mentioned  premieee 
by  OS  gmnte<I  into  any  Parcel  of 
Land  to  us  belonging  nt  this  dntc 
thfit  the  said  Edninini  i^uiui-y  shali 
hoid  and  cnju^*  liie  tiunie  ou  demand 

profrlded  the  said  Demand  ie  mnde 

within  the  term  of  one  year  from  the 
discovery  of  ^iich  vein  of  mine  ore 
and  paying  unto  the  naid  Ueuj.  Ja- 
cob A  Joseph  Towne,  one  full  six- 
teenth pert  of  nil  inch  mines,  mine 
ores,  minerals  and  other  Hidden 
Trcastires  of  the  Earth  that  shall  be 
found  and  dug  up  in  our  land  or  got 
np  by  any  ways  or  meenn  wlieteoem* 
Provided  Nevcrless  that  wheveee  the 
said  Ednnitid  Quincy  has  comnirnwd 
to  Moi  k  ou  the  premifea  at  the  date 
of  thetie  presents  and  shall  cease 
working  on  the  enae  by  the  epnoe  of 
Twenty-one  years  next  ensaemg  this 
Instrument  at  the  expiration  of  said 
twenty-one  yean  shall  be  nuU  and 
void. 

Dated  Jnne  1, 1771,  ligned  bj 

Witnessed  by         Benjaim  Towne 
Birosley  Peabodj     Jacob  Tovvne 
JE^iJah  Boiter  Joseph  Towne 

Maty  Towue 
BUaabeth  Towne 
Bltanbeth  Towne 


In  tiw  BMes  Becieter,  Oat.  1-8, 
1771,lithieltemi 

"We  hear  from  Topsfield  that  the  i 
Copper  Mine,  sometime  sinop  opened 
tlicre  at  12  or  15  feet  depth,  atlurds 
meh  eamples  of  flne  lively  oie,  a>  1 
tending  in  spatterinic  lUt  oTer  the  pit 
that  experienced  miners  have  de> 
olared  the  appearance  preferable  tO 
any  yet  discovered  in  America*" 

In  Captain  Benjamin's  wiU  tbone 
is  no  mention  of  the  Copper  Mine^ 
and  as  he  died  in  Fob.  1772,  the 
mine  could  have  been  worked  but  a 
ibort  tine. 

After  the  denth  of  their  father, 
Jacob  nnd  Joseph  owneti  the  mine 
lot  together  tiJl  Joseph  dieti  in  17^9, 
when  his  share  fell  to  his  dau^^hler 
Lydin*  She  wne  not  of  e^s  end  her 
Uncle  Jacob  was  appointed  her 
gtmrdian.  It  is  said  tbuathe  gave  his 
share  of  the  lot  to  her.  Of  this  gift 
there  is  no  record,  bat  in  1889  L;^ia 
was  in  fall  possession.  After  her 
death  it  passed  through  the  hands  of 
John  C.  Balch,  Lorenzo  P.  Towne 
and  William  Ron.  to  its  present  owner. 

The  Orst  mention  of  the  uuper 
mine  lot  foandin  the  reeoide  le  n 

deed  given  by    Samuel  GnDmlngB 

dated  Feb.  7,  1772. 

I,  Samuel  Cnmmings  of  Topsticld 
in  the  Province  of  Massachnsetts 
Bay  in.New  England,  yeooinn,  and 
by  the  consent  of  Eunice  my  wife,  in 
consideration  of  the  sum  of  Fifty 
three  pounds,  six  shillings  and  eight 
pence,  paid  me  by  Elijah  Porter  of 
Topefleld  yeomen,  do  aell  and  con* 
TPy  to  Klij  ili  Porter  a  certain  lot  of  f 
land  sitiiHto  in  TopsGeld  eontfiining 
four  acres,  boonded,  begiuuiug  at  a 
ooneriathe  tow  b^Sie  highwny 
■nd  lend  of  Joeephnna  Jneob  Towne 
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ftom  tbenoe  Soath  easteriy  by  land 

of  the  said  Jacob  and  Joseph  Totrne 
to  land  of  Enos  Knight,  thence 
North  eaatt  r!y  by  land  of  the  said 
£oo6  Knight  till  it  comes  within  two 
rode  of  a  lott  of  land  that  was  given 
Samuel  Cuminings  by  his  fatiier  Da- 
rid  CtirnminfT^s,  Itite  of  Topsfield, 
thence  runuiug  North  westerly  wittiiu 
two  rods  of  the  fence  that  now 
stands  betweeo  the  land  of  said  Sam- 
uel Cummings  and  land  of  Benjamin 
Hixby  tilt  it  come  to  said  highway, 
U)«iuce  South  westerly  by  said  high- 
way  to  the  bounds  first  mentioned. 
This  land  was  undoubtedly  a  part  of 
the  two  hundred  acre  Purler  grant. 

At  the  death  of  Klijah  Porter  the 
laud  toil  tu  tile  hib  bon  Tlu»uiatt  who 
sold  the  tot  to  Nehemiab  Herrick  for 
forty  pounds,  Nov.  8,  1784.  The 
Herrick  farnily  lived  here  until  1791 
when,  bept.  24.  they  sold  their  farm 
to  Susannah  Hawthorn  of  Salem  for 
three  hundred  pounds.  It  is  said  by 
their  descendants  that  the  family 
moved  away  because  they  consider- 
ed the  viciuity  of  the  copper  mine 
Qohealthy,  and  attributed  to  this 
source  a  namber  of  sudden  deaths 
that  had  oecnrrcd  in  the  family. 
SuMaunuh  Hiiwthorn  sold  to  Thoraas 
Kmertion  Aprii  1,  1792  for  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty  pounds.  Mr.  Emer> 
■on  scdd  to  Thomas  Tenney  of  Kow- 
ley.  May  20.  179/>,  for  four  hundred 
and  sixty  pounds.  Mr.  Tenny  was 
discontented  and  sold  to  Nathaniel 
Forter  of  Mtddleton  and  at  bis  death 
it  was  bought  by  Ezra  Batchelder, 
the  father  of  the  present  owner. 

The  followiuK  is  the  only  official 
doeoaMOt  relating  to  this  mine  on 
record. 

I  Blijafa  Purter  of  Topsfleld  jeo- 


tnan  In  eonstderatioB  of  Fife  shil- 
lings Lawful  money  of  tiM  Fkovinoa 
paid  me   by    William    Buntin  of 

Works  w(_)rih  in  Darbyshare  in 
Great  Brittou,  Miner  and  for 
Divers  other  good  ooosideratioiit 
from  the  said  William  Buntin  by 
me  received,  have  barc^ained  and 
sold  unto  the  sd  William  Buntin  one 
eighth  part  of  all  and  Singular 
mines,  mine  ore,  minerals  and  othw 
Hidden  Treasures  of  the  Earth, 
lying  in  a  certain  Lot  of  land  I 
bought  of  Samuel  Gnmmings  situated 
in'.&psfield,  the  bounds  being  the 
same  as  in  his  deed,  containing  Four 
acres.  Also  granting  unto  William 
Huiitin  priviledge  of  EnsrreRs.  Egress 
and  iiegress,  in  and  upon  the  sd 
Laml,  and  U>  his  wori^mea  and 
laborers,  pits  and  shafts,  to  sink 
Drift  ways,  to  Drive  make  and  bring 
up  and  all  other  Necessary  and 
Convients.  As  to  bim  and  them 
shall  seem  meet,  for  Heeuring  and 
woiking  the  mines,  within  the 
premisses  above  granted.  Engine 
or  Engines,  mill  or  mills  or  any 
other  Edifice  to  buUd  and  ereot  oa 
the  premises  paying  unto  me  Elijah 
Porter  clear  of  all  chai^ee  one  full 
sixteenth  part  of  all  hucIi  mines, 
mine  ores,  minerals  and  other  Hid- 
den Ttreasnres  of  the  Earth  as  shall 
be  found  and  dug  np  io  the  Lot  of 
Land  aforesaid,  or  got  up  by  any 
other  way  or  means  whatever,  and  I 
the  said  Elijah  Porter  do  bind  my- 
self my  heirs  eto.  that  I  will  warrant 
and  defend  the  afore  granted  prem- 
isses against  the  lawful  claims  of  all 
Persons,  Excepting  against  the 
demands  of  oar  SovereiffD  Lord  the 

King  h'xH  heirs  and  successors*  Ulis 

is  dated  Topsfield  6  Marah,  1778. 
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Aooording  to  tradition  BunUn 
loaded  a  vessel  with  the  ore  and 

went  with  it  to  England.  He  was 
taken  sick  and  died  either  before  or 
shortly  after  he  lauded  and  no  <Hie 
knowa  what beoame of theore.  The 
mtoe  wu  abandoned  and  in  coqim 
of  time  nearly  forsiotten.  One  of 
the  stories  current  in  the  neigh- 
borhood relates  that  a  foreigner 
OQoe  imdeitook  to  dig  gold  or  money 
therCf  and  that  he  Huddenly  disap> 
peared,  and  was  supposed  to  hare 
been  swallowed  up  in  the  earth. 
Tlua  was  believed  by  a  few  timid 
and  supersdtioaa  oom  of  a  later 
generation  ;  some  even  had  a  dread 
of  going  through  the  mine  lot  by 
night  as  it  was  reported  that  a  grim, 
noearthly  looking  figure,  armed  with 
a  huge  branch  of  a  lightning  aoathed 
oak,  had  been  seen  walking  guaid  by 
the  for^nken  mine. 

IL  in  ulso  related  that  one  of 
BoDtio's  deeoendaato,  Undiag  theold 
agreement  concerniDg  the  Ofe 
RmonfT  his  ancestor's  papers,  and 
thinking  there  might  be  wealth  in 
store,  came  to  MaaaadiQsettB. 

He  visited  the  registry  of  deeda 
at  Salem  and  found  that  the  mine  at 
Topstield  was  the  one  mentioned  in 
the  contract.  It  la  thought  that 
the  young  Englisliroan  did  not  iiDd 
tiie  prospect  promising  enoogb  to 
attempt  to  work  the  mine.  IT  is 
coming,  however,  aroused  old  menio- 
ries,aud  was  probably  the  cause  of  liie 
mine  being  reopened  in  1689.  One 
reason  for  belief  in  this  supposition 
is  that  Ralph  H.  French,  then 
registrar  of  deeds,  (who  must  have 
known  of  the  young  man's  errand) 
waa  one  of  the  company  formed. 

The  papers  of  the  time  aaj  that 


the  upper  mine  was  opened  first.  It 
waa  f <wnd  to  be  a  well  ahaped  ahaft 

jast  through  the  surface  earth,  not 
penetrating  the  bed  rock.  At  the  bot- 
tom was  a  chamber  of  considcxable 
extent  la  which  were  fomid  eome 
tools  and  tlie  remains  of  a  keg  or  tnb 
left  there  by  the  workmen  nenrly 
seventy  yesrn  lu  f(jre.  The  current 
story  in  that  Liic  mine  had  caved  in 
during  one  night,  in  '72,  and  every- 
thing had  remained  as  it  was  when 
the  workmen  left  work  at  nifiht.  But 
the  mine  never  caved  in  and  probably 
the  only  reason  why  the  tools  had 
not  been  removed  waa  tlie  aeoama- 
lated  debris  and  the  water  with  which 
the  mine  was  filled  except  in  very 
dry  seasons. 

The  upper  mine  not  yielding  very 
abnodantiy*  the  shaft  in  the  lower 
lot  was  opened  to  a  depth  of  about 
one  hundred  feet.  In  this  shaft  also 
the  water  was  very  troublesome,  and 
an  attempt  was  nmde  to  drain  it  by 
ranning  a  tnnnel  to  the  low  ground 
near  hy,  bnt  this  proved  impossible 
and  tlie  mine  was  abandoned  a  third 
time,  a  caae  where  the  old  aayiug 
third  time  never  faiia,"  proved  falae. 

The  company  had  Dr.  Jnekson  of 
Beaton  down  to  test  the  ore  but  his 
verdict  was  unfavorable.  There  is  a 
tradition  that  only  enoogb  copper 
was  removed  to  make  a  head  to  a 
c;\no  for  one  of  the  direetors.  Prof. 
John  Sears  of  the  Feubody  Academy 
of  Science  has  kindly  allowed  me  to 
insert  the  fdlowfaig  iiat  of  *'minerala« 
mine  ores,  and  other  hidden  treas- 
ures of  die  earth*'  found  at  tlie  old 
mine: 

Carbonate  of  Copper,  Malachite,  in 
part ;  Chalcopyrite,  Copper  Pyrit8| 
Iron  I^yrite,   Magnitlte,  Limonite, 
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Dyke  of  Melepliyrc;  the  stratified 
beds  of  Slate  Limestone  and  Quart- 
zite  that  the  Molephyi  e  Dyke  cot,  are 
of  lower  carboniferous  iigc. 

The  official  evidence  iu  regard  to 
this  period  of  activity  Is  very  mea- 
grOt  only  two  papers  luivinsj  been 
fonnd,  (both  imrecordeil)  but  they 
establish  the  identity  of  this  mine 
with  lUut  of  seveuty-oue  and  albo 
show  who  the  official  agents  of  the 
company  were. 

Only  one  requires  to  bo  copied 
here  which  is  as  follows:  '*A  copy 
of  a  paper  coocerning  the  Mine 
signed  by  David  Towne  and  others." 

The  first  part  of  this  paper  is  a 
copy  of  the  deed  given  by  Captain 
Benjamin  and  hie  sons.  Then  fol- 
lows; **We  the  snbseriliers  now 
owning  the  lauds  adjacent  to  the 
first  mentioned  piece  so  sold  by  said 
Benjamin,  Jacob   and  Joseph  to 


• 

said  Quiucy,  do  hereby  sell  and 
convey  to  Ralph  U.  French  and 
David  Pulsifcr  3d,  both  of  Salom  in 
said  county  of  Essex,  the  right  and 
privilege  of  extending  diggings  and 
SMFChings,  etc.,  into  our  land  ad- 
joining said  piece  as  aforesaid  apoa 
the  same  terms  and  conditions  as 
are  set  forth  in  said  deed,  from  Haid 
Benjamin  Jacob  and  Joseph  Tuwue 
to  sidd  Qnincy. 
Dated— 1888  Signed 

Elizabeth  Towne 
Moses  Pettingili 
Nathaniel  Porter 
David  Towne 
The  missing  link  in  this  sketch  is 
the  paper  that  proves  the  mine  sold 
by  Capt.  Benjamin  Towne  was  the 
one  opened  and  abandoned  by  Gov. 
Endicott.   This  link  we  are  quite 
sure  time  and  patience  will  finally 
unearth. 
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FUNBRAL  BI^BQY. 

The  following  funeral  elegy  w&s  written  by  Kev.  Joaeph  Cipen  who  WM 
settled  over  the  church  in  Topsfleld  on  June  11,  1684. 

It  was  printed  and  also  circulated  in  manoscript  form.  The  following 
rapiint  to  madft  fmuii  an  oiMimI  QO|iy  In  HIm  poMMihrn  of  Mr.  Tbomptoii 
Baxter  €f  Sooth  Boston,  wboM  gnodmoHier  wm  a  Poatar. 


A  Fonoral  Elegy 

Upon  the  much  to  be  Lamented  Death  and  most 
Deplorable  Expiration  of  the  Pious,  Learned,  Ingeoioiui« 
itnd  Eminently  Ubi  I  iiH  Servant  of  Grod 

Mr  .Tolin  I^Oster 
Who  Expired  and  BieuLhed  <nii  his*  Soul  (juietly 
into  the  arma  of  his  Blessed  REDP:EMER 
at  Dorcbeatcr,  Sept.  9th  Anno  Dom.  1681 

Stalls  Anno  63 

Here  lye  the  relict  Fragments,  which  were  Took 
Out  of  GoDsumticm'a  teeth,  by  Death  the  Cook 
YoraoiouB  Apetlte  doat  tfana  davoor 
Scarce  ought  haat  left  for  wonna  f  Itva  on  an  Hour 

But  Skin  &  Bones  no  bones  thou  mak'st  of  that 

It  is  thy  common  trtnle  t'  eat  ail  the  fat. 

Here  lyes  that  earthly  House,  where  once  did  dwell 

That  Sool  that  Scarce  [ha]th  left  iti  Parallel 

For  Sollid  Judgment  Piety  &  Parts 

And  peerless  skill  in  all  the  practick  Arts 

Which  as  the  glittering  Spheres,  it  passed  by 

Methinks,  I  Saw  it  Glance  at  Mercury ; 

Aaoendednows  'bov  Tfma  A  Ttdea 't 'bidea* 

Which  Sometimea  told  the  world,  of  Times  &  Tides. 

Next  to  th'  Third  Heavens  the  Stars  wore  his  delight, 

Where'a  Contemplation  dwelt  both  day  &  night, 

Soaring  unceartainly  bat  now  at  Shoar, 

Whether  Sol  moves  or  Stands  He  doubts  no  more. 

He  that  despis'd  tho  things  the  world  admired, 

As  having  Skill  in  rarer  thinn;^  ncquired, 

The  heav  ns  Interpreter  doth  duiappear ; 
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The  Starte's  translated  to  hie  proper  Sphere. 
What  e're  the  world  may  think  did  Cause  his  deatii 

Consnmption  *twas  not  Cnpid,  Stopt  his  breath. 
The  iieav'n&  which  God's  glory  doe  discover, 
Have  lost  their  constant  Friend  &  instant  Lover 
Like  Atks,  he  help't  bear  up  that  tare  Art 
Astronomy  ;  &  always  took  his  part : 
Most  happy  Soal  who  didst  not  there  Sit  down 
But  didst  make  after  an  eternal  Crown 
Sage  Arefaimede  I   Seoond  Desaleell 
Oh  how  didst  thou  in  Curious  works  ezoell  I 
Thine  Art  &  Skill  deserve  to  See  the  Press, 
And  he  Com;iO!se(l  in  a  Printers  dress. 
Thy  iSame  is  worthy  lor  to  be  enroU'd 
In  Printed  Letters  of  the  ehoioest  Gk>ld 
Thy  Death  to  five  foretold  Eclipses  Sad, 
A  great  one,  unforetold  doth  Superad, 
Successive  to  that  Strange  Ethereal  Blaze, 
Whereon  thou  didst  so  oft  astonish'd,  gaze ; 
Which  daily  gives  the  world  such  fatal  blows ; 
Still  whats  to  come  we  dread  ;  God  only  knows. 
Thy  Body  which  no  activeness  did  lacfv 
Now's  laid  aside  like  an  old  Almanack 
Bat  for  the  present  only's  out  of  date ; 
Twil  have  at  length  a  far  more  active  state. 
Tea,  though  with  dust  thy  body  Soiled  be, 
Tet  at  the  Resurrection  we  Shall  See 
A  fair  Editiuu  &,  of  matchless  worth, 
Free  from  Errata,  new  In  Heav'n  set  forth : 
Us  but  a  word  from  God  the  great  Ci  oatour. 
It  ShaU  be  Done  when  ho  saith  IMPRIMATUR. 

Semoestus  cecinit 

Joseph  Capen. 
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Xlie  Cradle  of  tine  Averlll  Family. 

fir  8.  Gbbzbodb  Bkamisuut. 

As  we  stand  here  todej  and  glenoe  the  toondttfeion  of  (lie  college,  a  oil- 
OTer  tiie  deserted  prospect,  oyer  lar  whose  firm,  strong  weU  marked 
pasture  and  woodland,  imagination  the  location  of  no  tinpretcntiona 
IB  hardly  strong  enough  to  picture  dwelling  place.  A  short  distance 
thia  loeiuity  as  the  one-tiiDe  centre  from  here,  near  the  highway  over 
of  atbriWng,  i»Toeperoiieoommunity;  wUobwe  have  just  come,  may  be 
and  were  it  not  for  the  nnmi«takttbte  seen  a  cellar  which  marks  the  site  of 
evidences  of  habitation  which  con-  the^horae  of  William  Averill,  a  car- 
front  us,  we  could  easily  believe  that  penter  by  trade,  the  first  of  the  name 
the  apot  atill  keeps  ita  ^'fonat  prim*  to  ooma  to  Topalleld.  Here  he 
eval",  a  place  sacred  to  nature  and  dwelt  with  his  wifb  and  eieren  chil- 
to  God.  ^  Thc  nMirmnrino;  pines  dren,  whose  names  T  find  to  be 
and  hemlocka"  still  crown  the  hills,  William,  John,  Nathaniel.  Job, 
where  the  woodman's  axe,  now  a  Ehenezer,  Thoiuaij,  i^aui,  Isaack, 
freqoent  aoood,  might  for  the  firat  Hannah,  Abigail  and  Maiy,  nearly 
time  fell  the  gilUlto  of  the  forest  to  all  of  whom  are  represented  in  onr 
the  ground.    But  »   little  rf^nearch  town  today  by  their  descendants. 

£ roves  that  this  seeming  primiiiveness  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain 
\  false,  and  that  at  a  oomparatiTely  when  said  William  first  came  to 
short  period  ago  the  same  sun  which  Topsfield  but  think  it  most  ha.TS 
shines  above  ub  today  o'erlooked  a  been  in  the  vicinity  of  1662,  for  from 
very  different  scene.  Here,  by  com-  that  time  until  !^89  he  was  promi- 
mon  consent,  we  must  agree  that  the  nent  in  town  atiairs  and  held  mauy 
flr^t  dwellera  of  .our  Tillage  made  town  oflioea.  I  also  find  the  namea 
their  early  abode.  This  evidently  of  his  sons  John,  Nathaniel,  Job  and 
was  the  centre  of  the  settlement,  for  ?>benczer  in  the  early  records  of  our 
here  lived  and  worked  those  wtio  town  from  16y 2  to  1727,  having  filled 
plied  the  tiades  of  carpenter  and  the  offices  of  selectman,  constable, 
wheelwright,  those  men  who  wers  annreyor,  fenoe  viewer.  Juryman  and 
conspicuous  in  town  affairs,  and  tithi]j[(nian  and  also  that  of  sohool 
those  whose  broader  education  plac-  master. 

ed  them  in  a  slightly  higher  rank  In  March  ye  Ut,  1714,  the  select- 
than  the  others,  giving  to  the  looality  men  agreed  willi  William  Averill 
the  name  of  ''The  Colleges",  a  title  jun.,  '*to  sweep  ye  meeting liouse  and 
which  has  dosci Hiied  through  the  to  be  paid  18  shillinfrs  n  year  for  his 
years  to  our  own  timo  I  remember  pains,"  and  he  was  to  have  the  meet- 
that  iu  my  cbiidiioud  days  I  gave  it  ing  house  key  delivered  to  him, 
ft!  literal  hiterpretatmn,  and  gaaed  Thev  also  granted  unto  aaid  William 
with  awe  aud  wonder  into  the  partic-  ''half  an  acre  of  land  sonmwheie 
nlar  oellar  wbioh  I  had  seleoted  aa  where  ye  oommittoe  shall  be  ordered 
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to  ia^'  it  out  for  him  ye  a'd  Averill 
dmiiig  biB  sad  his  wtfe't  life  tfane, 
and  waWm  Avertll  is  hereby  obliged 

to  sweep  VP  mpptiog  house  and  dig 
graves  aud  to  be  paid  for  bis  work." 

More  than  200  years  ago  this  land, 
a  pmrt  of  tbe  original  grant  of  Shnoo 
Bradstreet,  was  deeded  by  him  to 
John  and  Nathaniel  Avcrill,  sons  of 
Wiliiaiu  Averill.  This  deed  given 
bj  SimoD  Bradstreet  of  Bottoo  to 
John  AveriUi  planter,  and  Nathaniel 
Averill  carpenter,  both  of  Topsfield, 
was  dated  Feb.  Ist,  lf;i)2,  "for  anii 
in  oonsideraliou  of  ii}0  lbs.  current 
mooey  of  New  Bnglaod  eooveyed  to 
them  200  acres  of  land  situate  in  the 
Township  uf  s'd  TopsOeld  in  the 
present  tenure  and  occupation  of 
John  Hawkins  being  betwixt  two 
brooks  there,  the  one  oommonly 
called  and  known  by  the  name  of 
Uu wlets  Brook,  and  the  other  Mile 
Brook ;  also,  on  lot  of  out-land  lying 
in  the  :ind  division  lots  on  tbe  sooth 
side  of  Ipswich  rlvt  i  as  laid  out  by 
tbe  lot  layers  of  s'd  Town.  The  Is^t 
Lot  was  in  two  pareels  boniuUnl  as 
follows  : — One  part  by  the  laud»  of 
Wm  Howlet  on  the  north  and  north- 
east, by  the  lands  of  Tobiah  Perkins. 
Danie]  R'>rman  luid  .Tolni  French  on 
the  uorUi-west,  by  Mile  Brook  ou  the 
south  and  sonth-west,  by  the  Hassa- 
kie  meadow,  so  called,  and  the  mead- 
ow of  Wm  Howlet  on  the  Bouth  and 
south  enst  The  other  part  or  parcel 
wad  bounded  on  the  north  by  land  of 
Wm  Howlel  and  the  Haseakte  mead- 
ow, 80  called,  on  the  weat.  Mile 
Brook  on  the  Bontli,  till  it  comes  to 
Ipswieh  River,  and  liatli  ts'd  river  on 
the  emit.  The  Lot  south  of  the  river 
was  bounded  by  tbe  Lot  of  Daniel 
Clark  on  the  one  aide  and  tiie  Lot 


of    Jacob  Towue   on    the  other. 
These,  together  with  aO  boosest 

outhousing,  edifices,  buildings,  fenoeSy 
orchard,  fruit  trees,  lumber,  under- 
wood and  stones,  lying,  standing  or 
growing  upon  s'd  lands  or  any  part 
or  parcel  thereof,  oommonages,  herb> 
age,  feedings,  profits,  privileges, 
hereditmcnts  and  appurtanoeSt  what- 
soever thereto  belonging." 

This  would  indksate  that  there 
mnst  baye  been  a  seltlonent  here 
previniif;  even  to  its  possessioTi  and 
oceupalion  the  Averills,  Dweliing 
places,  public  builduigsaud  farms  of 
early  pioneers  may  have  formed  a 
colony,  whose  origin  and  existence 
are  !i!ike  forgotten, — hidden  by  the 
mibtv  curtain  of  the  past.  If  we 
oonld  but  push  it  aside  and  but  for  a 
brief  spaee  look  back  apon  tbe  real- 
ities of  those  distant  years,  verifying 
what  must  now  remain  a  mere  supix>- 
sition.  The  original  deed  is  still  in 
the  possession  of  one  of  the  present 
owners.  .Mure  than  1 40  aerea  of  the 
land  given  by  the  deed  nre  still  held 
by  the  AverilU,  a  Int  u^*  part  never 
having  been  out  of  the  name. 

There  are  in  this  vieini^  several 
cellars  which  mark  the  location  of 
the  homes  of  different  members  of 
the  Averill  family.  Like  nearly  all 
old  honses  these  were  buUt  to  face 
the  sooth.  A  lovelier  spot  than  tbe 
one  around  us  would  be  hard  to  im- 
agine, and  could  we  revive  the  ima^e 
of  tiiose  early  homes  surrounded  by 
the  verdant  foliage  of  more  than  MO 
years  sfo,  we  woold  oertainty  agree 
that  those  eatly  ??('ttlcTH  ehose  their 
homes  with  rt^ard  to  beauty  as  well 
comfort. 

Ot  tbe  early  ooenpants  I  have  been 
able  to  trace  bot  little  and  that  very 
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imperfectly.  The  first  cellar  we 
shall  oome  to  after  leaving  the  high< 

way.  the  house  of  which  was  stand- 
ing until  a  very  recent  date,  was 
owned  bod  occupied  by  JoBepii  and 
Lake  ATerill,  brotibers  and  sons  of 
Isaac  Averill.  Afterwards  the  part 
owned  hy  Joseph  or  "neighbor  Joe," 
as  he  was  familiarly  known,  was  pur- 
chased by  John  Dlaisdell,  whose 
mother  was  an  Averill^  and  that 
owned  by  Luke  became  the  property 
of  his  son.  This  house  was  the 
second  one  built  on  the  same  cellar 
and  was  burned  to  the  ground  in  the 
spring  of  1890.  The  cellar  located 
near  by,  in  the  locusts,  is  the  best 
preserved  of  any  and  is  known  as  the 
Daniel  Averill  place  and  here  in 
1769  was  born  Solomon  AverilK  the 
grandfather  of  the  present  ownei. 
He  afterwards  lived  in  the  house 
which  was  situated  on  the  brow  of 
the  hill  near  the  gateway.  Here 
was  also  the  workshop  of  the  cabinet 
makers.  Several  articles  of  furni- 
ture manufactured  by  them,  including 
a  desk,  light-stand  bureau,  and  some 
chairs,  are  today  in  the  possession  of 
some  of  their  descendants,  also  a  part 
of  a  viohn  made  here  and  used  in  the 
olil  meeting  house.  This  industry 
must  have  been  quite  extensive,  as  I 
have  been  informed  that  more  than 
thirty  apprentices  were  employed 
here  at  onejtime.  Opposite  this  was 
the  house  of  Jacob  Averill,  who 
descended  from  Nathaniel  1st,  and 
nearby  is  the  ancient  well,  which 
appears  to  be  in  a  good  state  of  pres- 
ervation. This  bouse  was  taken 
down  and  moved  to  the  village, 
where  it  now  forms  the  home  of  Mrs. 
Heirick  on  High  street  Fkvther  on, 
near  the  brook,  we  come  to  another 


cellar.  This  is  called  the  Nathaniel 
Averill  place  and  is  also  the  location 

of  the  wheelwright  shop.  One  of  the 
first  pair  of  wheels  built  there  came 
into  *my  grandfather's  possession, 
having  been  built  for  chaue  wheels, 
afterwards  used  by  my  father  for 
cart  wheels.  We  find  the  next  occu- 
pant of  this  house  'to  be  Moses  Av- 
erill, son  of  Nathaniel,  and  later  it 
was  occupied  by  Mehitable  Averill, 
the  wife  of  HWas  Beckford  and 
daughter  of  Daniel  Averill.  She  mov- 
ed from  there  to  the  little  cottage  by 
the  mill.  It  seems  strange  that  no 
other  names  are  given  but  it  must 
have  been  n  rr^lony  of  Averills,  and 
among  them  were  men  usef  ul'in  church 
and  active  in  town  afifairs,  school 
teachers,  a  civil  engineer*  and  we 
have  also  heard  of  one  skilled  in  verse- 
making  and  fortune-tellinrr.  Indeed 
in  examining  the  wills  of  some  of 
the  AverUl  forefathers  one  learns 
that  they  were  persons  likely  to  bold 
and  fill  important  places,  men  of  HO 
common  rank  and  worth 

A  little  farther  on  we  come  to  Mile 
Brook,  the  boundary  line  of  the  Av- 
erill tract  and  upon  this  brook  was 
built  the  saw  mill.  The  actual  date 
of  its  erection  I  have  been  n?if\ble  to 
duteriuine,  but  think  it  must  have 
been  soon  after  the  land  came  into 
possession  of  John  and  Nathaniel 
Averill.  The  first  authentic  mention 
of  it  I  find  in  the  will  of  Nathaniel 
Averill  who  bequeathed  his  *'half  of 
ye  saw  mill"  to  bis  three  sons,  Nath- 
aniel, Jacob  and  Jeremiah.  It  was 
afterwards  owned  by  Jacob,  then  by 
his  son  Moses,  who  rebuilt  and 
worked  it.  Later  it  became  the 
property  of  Daniel,  who  sold  it  in 
1885  to  Fbrter  Bradstreet.   This  is 
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the  lint  time  it  fuusecl  out  of  the 

Averill  name.  It  was  worked  by 
him  until  his  deathf  1849,  and  then 
hecjinio  the  property  of  Neheniiah 
i'erkiim,  who  repuiied  it  and  added 
a  Dew  wheel.  In  the  eettlement  of 
bis  estate  it  became  the  property  of 
bis  son,  the  late  Austin  Perkins,  who 
ran  it  for  many  years.  On  the  night 
of  Feb.  92,  1891  it  was  burned, 
perhaps  by  the  same  hand  which  a 
few  months  later  burned  the  Bluis- 
dell  house,  so  called,  to  the  iiiound. 
The  saw  which  watt  in  the  miii  at  the 
time  it  was  bomed  was  one  which 
had  lain  in  the  attio  of  the  hot»e  of 
the  Into  lienj.  Towne  45  years  and 
was  taken  from  the  l^eabody  mill  in 
1842.  It  still  exists  and  i«  of  inter- 
est becaose  of  its  eonneetioii  with 
both  mills. 

The  old  house,  whose  ruins  may  be 
seen  near  the  mill,  was  one  which 
was  broaght  from  the  west  part  of 
the  town  by  Icind  hearted  neighbors 
and  placed  upon  fi  snmll  plot  of  land 
staked  out  from  the  neighboring  pas- 
ture, and  here  lived  Mehitable  Aver- 
ill-Beokfoid  and  later  hereon  Samuel, 
bis  wife,  who  was  also  an  Averill, 
and  t!}oir  two  children.  Mnny  of 
my  listeners  are  familiar  with  the 
lives  and  characteristics  of  these 
later  occupants  and  together  with 


the  cottage,  the  mill  and  its  sunonnd- 
ings  will  ever  form  one  of  the  bright- 
est, dearest  pictures  on  ^*  memories' 
wall."  Those  who  never  frequented 
the  place  cannot  appreciate  the  quaint 
charms  it  holds  for  us,  who  have  sat 
in  the  little  house  listening  to  the 
good  woman's  stories  of  other  days, 
and  when  the  infirmities  of  age  ap- 
proached, heard  her  complaints  and 
songht  to  administer  relief  or  stood 
uncirr  the  fragrant  lilacs  while  she 
called  the  birds  to  feed  near  her, 
walked  through  the  liny  garden  and 
inhaled  the  sweet  scent  of  spicy 
pinks,  the  balm  and  thyme«  and  the 
rich,  old  damask  roscB,  heavy  with 
sweetness  and  then  crossing  the  mill 
yard  and  on  under  the  willows  to  the 
wasteway,  where,  if  the  wator  was 
high,  we  had  a  view  of  a  miniature 
cataract.  Wc  can  not  help  a  feeling 
of  loneliness  and  regret  as  we  pass 
through  these  familiar  ways.  May 
we  hope  and  trust  that  their  memory 
at  least  will  survive  in  the  minds  of 
ouf  townspeople,  and  that  some  fu- 
ture historian  will  be  able  to  give  a 
complete  and  more  perfect  account 
than  I  have  been  able  to  do* 

[A  paper  read  before  tb«  TofMOeld  HU- 
torlcal  Society  at  a  Held  mMtlng  held 
Jooe  18,  1896.— Ed.] 
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Charles    H.  Holmes. 
LAWYER  AND  FOBT. 
By  Franllik  Balch. 

Intention  is  not  an  attribate  of  ed  activity  won  for  himself  universal 
reputation.  Our  life  is  what  we  make  esteem  and  in  1820  when  this  part  of 
it.  deputation  is  what  people  think  Massachusetts  had  come  to  be  the 
of  iiB«  And  the  biography  of  a  persoD  state  of  Maine,  If  r.  John  Holmes 
is  in  absolute  control  of  the  author,  was  called  upon  to  represent  bis  state 
who  adapts  his  work  to  the  reader  in  the  U.  !S.  Senate,  where  he  was 
who  will  pay  the  highest  pnco  known  as  the  first  Maine  Senator. 

The  exception  tu  this  rule  may  be  By  tiim  liUe  he  is  best  known  to  this 
found  in  the  author  whose  object  is  day.  His  profoond  views  as  a  statee- 
for  the  higher  consideradon — to  per-  man,  and  the  oomraandiug  qualities  . 
petnnte  to  the  memory  whatever  of  an  orator,  secured  for  (inii  \u  Con- 
there  is  of  value  and  iuleret^l  in  our  gress  the  attention  und  ebteeiu  of  such 
local  history  of  by-gone  days.  men  as  Thomas  H.  Benton,  Henry 

Fonr  score  end  six  years  ago  CI  a}  and  Levi  Woodhory. 
next  Dec.  1st,  189G,  there  was  born      The   year    1825    fonnd  his  son, 
in  the  town  of  Alfred,  York  Co.,  Charles    Henry    Holmes,  entering 
Maine*  the  second  son  of  Mr.  John  Buwdoiu  College,  Brunswick,  Maine, 
and  Saiab  Ann  (Brooks)  Holmes.      Two  years  later  he  came  into  Maasa- 

John  Holmes  was  born  in  Kings-  chusetts  to  complete  his  collegiate  ed- 
ton,  Plymouth  Co.,  Mat«»..  March  2H,  ucutioii.  and  entering  Brown  Uuiver- 
1773,  was  graduated  from  Urowu  sity,  PioviUeuce,  was  graduated  Sept. 
University.  1790,  admitted  to  the  bar  2nd,  1829,  among  the  tin^t  in  rank  in 
1799,  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  his  class. 

Mass.  l^islatnre  and  U.S.  Senate.     We  are  told  that  while  in  college 

He  was  one  of  tlie  most  active  mem-  he  manifested  those  chanu'teristics 
bers  of  the  convention  and  chairman  resulting  from  wore  thau  ordinary 
of  the  committee  that  framed  the  con-  power  of  application,  and  while  hin- 
stitotion  of  tiie  state  of  Maine,  and  dered  by  the  intervention  of  roniaBtie 
for  many  years  was  a  trustee  of  and  poetic  nature,  he  possessed  snoh 
Bowdoin  College.  He  died  in  Port-  powers  of  intellectual  acquisition  b» 
land  in  1843,  July  7th.  are  seldom  observed.    His  standard 

After  gradnating  from  Brown  Uni-  at  Brown  for  his  first  term  was,  **at- 
versitrf  John  Holmes,  influenced  by  tendance  100,  conduct  100,  Bcholar- 
the  apparent  advantage  of  practicing  ship  excellent  "  His  expenses  were 
law  among  the  advance  guard  of  civ-  "■steward's  bill  SI. 68  per  week,  dam- 
ilizatiou,  left  his  home  iu  south  east-  age,  breaking  u  pane  of  glass,  25 
em  MassaohasettB,  and  opened  a  law  cents."  This  report  proves  him  to 
office  at  Alfred,  Maine.  be  an  accomplished  classical  scholar. 

Immense  ascendency  and  nnbonnd*  aided  by  that  decision  of  conduct  and 
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uprightnesB  of  charaeter  that  always 

secures  success. 

To  tht:  so  transports  of  fame  there 
8ucc(  edtd  that  pbreosy  so  fatal  to 
those  whom  nature  has  allowed  to  be 
the  ohildroB  of  great  men.  His  sin- 
cere intentions  and  aspirations  were 
diverted  by  rctnniing  to  the  shadow 
of  bis  own  6g-tree,  «uid  opening  a  law 
office  io  Comishville,  Maine.  Here 
he  practiced  a  few  years  and  then 
came  again  into  Massachusetts.  He 
was  welcomed  by  Miss  Harriet  J. 
Emerson,  to  whom  be  was  married  iu 
a  few  days.  To  the  more  sedate  per- 
son it  may  seem  that  he  overstepped 
the  !)oiiuda  of  prudence  io  so  hastily 
concluding  a  matter  of  80  vast  im- 
portance. 

It  appears  that  there  li^ed  in  Al- 
fred, a  person  by  the  namr  of  Joseph 
Emerson.  He  was  well  acquainted 
with  Hon.  John  Holmes  and  watched 
inth  more  tiian  a  friendly  interest  the 
welfare  and  adTancement  of  young 
Charles. 

There  was  born  inTopsfield,  Mass., 
3  years  after  Lixe  birth  of  our  subject, 
a  daughter  to  Mr.  Joseph  and  Lydia 
(Burrell)  Emerson,  who  was  named 
Hnrriet  Josephene  Emerson.  Being 
the  only  child  of  a  well-to-do  man, 
she  was  prevailed  upon  to  aoeept  all 
the  opportunitieB  of  classical  instruc- 
tion that  were  available  iu  those  days, 
when  it  was  thrmfxht  not  entirely 
proper  for  a  iaUv  to  attain  au  ad- 
yanoed  olassical  education. 

We  are  told  that  a  higher  edoea- 
tion  is  iispfdl  only  to  the  few,  and 
general  ign*  >i  anre  is  neither  the  great- 
est evil  nor  the  least  to  be  desired ;  a 
maas  of  iU  digested  information  ia 
much  more  dangerous,  and  the  in- 
crease of  Icnowiedge  is  but  an  addi- 


tion to  the  lever  by  which  vice  dis- 
solves the  fabric  of  society.  Not  so 
with  Miss  Emerson.  With  the  ad- 
vance of  her  education  she  rose  to 
that  standard  of  attainment  which  if 
unjustly  used,  to  quote  her  own  words, 
"leads  one  to  search  into  the  hidden 
secrets  of  nature  to  obtain  a  knowl- 
edge, alike  useless  and  forbidden, 
that  destroyed  the  harmony  in  Eden, 
and  condemned  alt  unborn  genera* 
tions  to  the  just  but  most  irksome 
[u  iialty  of  disobedience." 

Public  upiaioD  considered  Miss 
Emerson  the  most  talented  woman  of 
the  19th  century  in  this  vicinity,  and 
was  it  not  natural  that  as  she  had  a 
cousin,  Mr.  Josepli  Emerson,  living  in 
Alfred,  an  intimate  friend  of  Hon. 
John  Holmes,  that  the  welfare  and 
advancement  of  *'yonng  Charles," 
should  be  watched  with  more  than  a 
friendly  interest  ?  This  interest  was 
oommunlcated  to  Charles  and  Harriet, 
so  that  before  they  had  seen  each 
other  they  virtually  became  engaged. 

There  was  married  at  Topsfield, 
Mass.,  on  the  2Gth  of  March,  1836, 
C.  H.  HolmesofComishville,  Maine, 
to  Harriet  J.  Emerson  of  Topsfleld. 
This  is  the  substance  of  the  record. 

This  equal  and  loving  alliance 
irilicdl  now-a-days  often  precede8,and 
is  eonduded  with  the  marriage  cere- 
inony,  seemed  to  invest  her  powerful 
lord  with  the  authority  of  a  parent 
over  a  submissive  pupil.  The  writer 
remembers  the  **Squire'*  in  the  last 
of  his  life,  six  feet  six  inches  tall,  as 
he  entered  church  on  Sunday  passing 
up  the  aisle  to  the  wing  pew  nearest 
the  pulpit,  and  it  was  with  a  boyish 
interest  and  anxiety  that  I  sought 
the  end  of  my  father's  pewand  await- 
the  appearance  of  that  **wonderfnl 
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tall  man." 

After  marriage,  Mr.  Holmes  made 
his  home  in  Topsfield,  where  he  re- 
mained for  the  last  50  vears  of  bis 
life.  Tbe  father  of  Mrs.  Hohaes 
died  in  1826  and  left  his  house  and 
part  of  his  property  to  his  wifo  and 
daughter*  and  at  this  house  Mr. 
Holmes  first  sod  last  resided. 

As  the  experience  of  past  faolts  is 
seldom  imparted  to  those  who  are 
allured  into  tbe  same  career  of  folly, 
so  Mr.  Holmes  venture  to  her  home, 
*^witb  nooe  of  tbe  €t4a-mode,  show* 
ofif,  scholastic,  superfluous  manner; 
but  as  a  thorough,  practical  well  door, 
matter-of-fact- mau.  maiotaiuing  his 
character  aud  position  without  fear.'* 

While  Mrs.  Emerson  lived  she  aid- 
ed in  every  way  to  maiutain  union 
and  affection  in  the  family.  In  this 
she  succeeded,  but  was  nevertheless 
his  mother-in-law. 

Mr.  Holmes  at  once  assomed  con- 
trol of  his  wife's  property,  she  giv- 
inf^  him  n  promissory  title  to  her 
share  iu  case  of  her  death,  and  began 
farming  in  a  theoretical  sort  of  way. 
He  also  received  a  lawyer's  license 
to  practice  law.  but  most  of  all  he 
practised  the  virtues  of  domestic  iife, 
and  to  the  last  may  be  attributed  the 
remarkable  alteration  of  Ins  charac* 
ter  and  conduct  It  is  said  that  the 
different  characters  that  mark  the 
civilized  nations  of  the  globe  may  be 
as<»ibed  to  the  use  and  abuse  of  rea- 
son ;  but  we  think  that  his  effeminate 
luxury,  which  nlniost  tended  to  in- 
dolence, was  due  to  the  relaxation  of 
discipline  and  was  only  the  ardent 
and  passionate  disposition  manifested 
in  college,  now  bursting  forth  un- 
hindered by  any  high  ambition  Rut 
we  may  suppcrae  that  he  produced  a 


favorable  impression  amoug  his 
town's  people  by  his  election  to  the 
Geuerai  Court  as  their  representative 
in  1837,  the  following  year  after 
coming  into  town.  At  &iB  session  be 
was  placed  on  one  of  the  standing 
committees. 

Anything  attendant  to  a  person  of 
prominence  in  starting  on  his  career 
is  of  interest,  and  here  it  is  not  amiss 
to  refer  to  a  letter  written  l>y  his 
father  to  Ciiarles,  upon  the  advent  of 
hib  first  election  to  public  office.  This 
letter  is  also  of  value  as  showing  the 
feelings  and  inspirations  of  one 
of  the  roost  prominent  of  men  in 
New  England. 

Thomaston,  Me. 
•Jnd  Nov.  18S7. 

T  have  received  dear  Charles  your 
letter  announcing  your  electifm  to  the 
legislature  of  Mass.  with  much  pleas- 
ure, but  with  some  solicitude.  It  is 
naturally  flattering  A  no  doubt  grat* 
ifying  to  you  that  stranger  almost  as 
you  are,  you  should  have  been  elect- 
ed. &  by  the  influence  of  age  aud 
experienceron  tbe  other  band  yoa 
are,  probably  without  intending  it« 
embarked  on  tlie  tempcslnotis  ocean 
of  politics  for  a  long  service.  For 
young  as  yon  are  and  ardent  more- 
over it  will  be  a  bard  struggle  to  re* 
turn.  The  first  yenr  will  be  tedious 
and  you  will  n-solvc  that  it  shall  be 
the  last.  The  election  comes  round, 
and  the  partiality  of  your  friends  and 
all  the  assaults  of  your  enemies  ^ 
your  prospects  of  promotion  influenc- 
ing a  little  perhaps  will  comlune  to 
induce  you  to  stand  for  reelection. 
Before  this  term  shall  expire  you  will 
have  formed  friendships,  contracted 
alianccs,  and  become  enli-sted  in 
measures  and  schemes  from  which  it 
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will  be  extremely  ditticult  to  be  diB- 
engaged,  joa  wish  to  be  retoroed  for 
your  owD  sake.  By  some  of  those 
casualities  to  whic'!i  public  life  is  ex- 
posed, your  OWD  imprudence,  treacher- 
ous friends  open  enemies,  any  or  all 
may  defeat  or  postpone  you.  By 
this  time  your  feelir.gs  of  ambitiou 
and  revengr  will  be  roused.  You 
will  go  back  uito  t/ie  ranks  to  blrive 
for  promotion  again. 

If  defeated  again,  you  will  more 
than  ever  press  on.  You  may  sno- 
ceed  and  coutiuue  to  mouut  aud  Boar 
uutil  you  will  have  destiuguished 
yourself  in  the  great  counoil  of  tbe 
nation.  There  you  will  meet  with 
more  resistance,  as  your  station  will 
be  worth  competition.  Suppose  you 
defeat  tbem  all  still  bow  much  sacri- 
floe  of  true  wealth,  principle,  peace  Ik 
domestic  indeannent  must  have  been 
sacriQced. 

All  this  you  will  now  bay  is  crying 
**sottr  grapes  I"  Be  it  so  I — And  al- 
though  I  thinic  my  grapes  have  not 
been  very  sour  still  I  am  willing  5'ou 
should  cuusider  thesie  remarks  as  the 
result  of  at  least  superannuated  pru- 
daoce,  so  no  more  of  this,  and  if  tak- 
ing the  case  as  it  is  allow  me  to  sug- 
gest some  few  monitions  which  niuy 
serve  you  iu  your  new  career.  Your 
taieDts  will  not  be  hid.  Your  rela- 
tionship to  one  who  has  been  so  long 
and  so  much  the  object  of  i)ublic  ob- 
servatiou  and  animadversion,  will 
point  you  out  as  an  object  of  curios- 
ity h  criticism. 

As  there  is  a  propensity  among 
men  and  associate  bodies  of  men,  to 
ineabure  in  some  sense  tlu;  one  by  the 
other,  more  may  be  expected  from 
yoa  than  from  other  new  members, 
some  too  may  suppose  that  your  op- 


portunities for  political  iutormaliou 
have  been  greater  than  other  young 

men.  Now  all  this  consideration 
may  raise  expectation  which  may  not 
be  realized. 

A  little  caution  at  first  will  there- 
fore be  iudespensible  to  prevent  dis- 
apointment.  Be  alow  then  in  coming 
out,  otherwise  you  might  spenk  your- 
self out  before  you  get  in.  Never 
speaic  on  any  subject  till  you  are 
fully  prepared.  Prepared  or  not 
don't  apeak  often^ — never  begin  to 
speak  tilt  you  have  something  to  say 
and  always  leave  off  when  you  are 
done. 

Never  speak  or  think  meanly  of 
your  adversary.  A.  good  natnred  hit 
may  do  very  well  but  a  well  timed 
compliment  much  better.  While  you 
should  never  surrender  principle  yon 
should  never  triumph  over  a  faUeu 
adversary. 

Study  well,  aud  methodically. 
Tour  chief  fault  is  a  desultory  mode, 
here  a  little  and  there  a  little  without 
n  certain  perspicuous  method,  and 
when  once  established  it  will  be  of 
incalculable  advantage.  If  defeated 
and  mortified  never  pine  nor  be  dis- 
co u  raged. 

T  have  kuown  the  first  es«Mv  of  a 
young  man  to  be  au  entire  failure  is 
yet  there  was  remaining  a  recupera- 
tive energy  which  overcame  and 
triumphed  at  last. 

In  all  cases  be  honest  in  your 
opioioo,  especially  appear  to  be  so. 
If  you  seem  to  lade  coufideuoe  in 
your  cause  you  will  surely  fail  to 
convince. 

I  am  truly  yours, 

J.  Holmes. 

One  session  of  legislative  life  end- 
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ed  Mr.  HoUmes'  politieal  career  and 

in  the  spring  of  1888  be  returned  to 
private  life  and  began  to  till  Ins 
farm,  aad  settle  estates  or  any  other 
bosinesa  of  a  lawyer.  Bot  the  ab- 
aoioe  of  a  laige  town  and  the  peace- 
able, even  tenor  of  thn  '.vsiy?  of  the 
people  in  his  vicinity,  gave  little  im- 
pioymeut  iu  the  legal  line  of  bis  pro- 
feaaion. 

Connected  as  he  was  by  marriage 
with  so  pstimable  and  talented  a  wo- 
man, we  may  learu  of  her  influence 
and  bis  character  by  her  journals  go 
far  aa  they  pertain  to  the  anrround- 
ing  home.  In  this  journal  which  she 
carefally  l^ept  for  yeara,  we  find 
these  words : 

Jan.  1, 1885.  <«I  have  felt  aad  all 
day.  This  morning  Cbarlee  received 
the  melaucholly  news  of  his  brother'8 
dangerous  illness  and  lie  left  for 
Alfred  tbis  afternoon.  It  was  sad 
tidinga  f or  a  New  Year's  newa.  O 
how  moch  I  feel  bis  absenoe.  The 
man  who  took  him  to  the  cars  has 
not  yet  returned.  God  forbid  any 
aocident. 

Jan.  10,  1885.  **Cbarlea  sent 
word  after  tea  ■  that  he  should  pass 
the  evening  away,  having  sorae  busi- 
ness of  importance  to  attend  to,  and 
tbal  he  ahoold  not  retorn  till  late.  It 
ia  DOW  almost  eleveo  and  he  has  not 
come.  It  is  a  very  unnsnal  thing  for 
him  to  pass  an  evening  away  from 
our  dear  and  festive  Oreside.  I  will 
go  to  bed  aa  it  is  ao  late  and  not 
wait  for  him  any  longer. 

Jan.  11,  1835.  "I  went  to  bed 
last  evening  or  rather  night,  about 
midnight  and  before  I  went  to  sleep 
Charles  returned.  He  did  not  let  me 
know  where  he  was  going  for  fear  it 
would  trouble  me  but  sent  me  such  a 


meaaage  aa  woold  lead  me  to  imag- 
ine, as  I  did  that  he  had  gone  to  at- 
tend to  sorae  law  business,  but  when 
he  came  back  be  told  me  the  cause 
of  hie  absence.  John  Towle  had 
been  misaing  ever  since  ten  o'olod^ 
in  tho  forenoon,  and  it  was  supposed 
that  he  had  lost  bis  way  going  home, 
and  bad  wandered  into  Wenbam 
awamp.  Several  people  had  been 
looking  for  him  all  the  afternoon  and 
had  rettirnf^d  entirely  discouraged, 
and  maintained  that  every  effort  to 
find  him  that  night  would  be  in  vain, 
but  Mr.  Holmes  told  them  that  if  he 
was  found  alive  he  must  be  found 
that  night.  He  took  twOmen  in  his 
sleigh  and  several  other  sleighs  ac- 
companied him  and  they  drove  as 
fast  as  possible  to  Wenham.  This 
was  about  6  P.  M.  The  men  at 
VVenhara  were  very  kind  and  joined 
iu  tliu  search.  A  party  of  25  men 
entered  the  swamp.  Charlea  formed 
them  into  five  different  parties  each 
with  a  guide  and  a  lantern,  and  tak- 
ing separate  directions  the  search 
was  began.  One  hurrah  was  to  de- 
clare that  their  object  was  aooom- 
plished  and  two  hurrahs  to  bring  them 
to-gether.  About  10  o'clock  a  loud 
shout  was  beard.  The  poor  fellow 
was  found  leaning  with  folded  arms 
against  a  tree  entirely  exhausted,  for 
he  bad  been  travelling  in  that  laby- 
rinthan  swamp  all  day.  He  was  stiff 
with  cold  aud  would .  surely  have 
f  roaen  to  death  before  morning.  He 
waa  taken  to  a  bouse  near  and  every- 
thing done  for  his  oomfort  and  may 
God  bless  the  people  of  Wenham  for 
their  true  kindness,  and  each  of  those 
25  men  last  night  sought  th€^  pillows 
with  the  happiness  tiiat  ever  follows 
a  kind  action." 
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:  « 

j  Mter  ten  years  of  happy  married 

,  life,  as  all  reports  combine  to  show, 

I  Mrs.  Uolmeti  became  iii.    For  the 

ImI  ftoor  y6ftmof>  btrUfo  tbira.iMne 
S  DumenMis  **I  hftTe  just  reoovtred 
J  from  H  severe  attack  of  tllnf^Hs."  to 
be  fouud  iu  her  journals  and  uhe  was 
unable  to  care  for  herself  for  a  loug 
time  before  her  death,  which  oooarred 
Sept.  t7,  1849,  aged  36  years,  7 
months,  25  days.  She  died  luit  in 
the  fullness  of  jreara»  but  endowed 
with  iatelleotiml  geoim  borne  far  in 
advance  of  her  age  by  tep  tiuNigbft. 
patient  investigadon  and  ever  atten- 
tive research. 

The  diguity  of  virtue  aud  Lhe 
obarma  of  beanty  no  more  ooold  eall 
or  restrain  the  adventurous  dispo* 
sition  of  Mr.  Holmes.  He  let  his 
bouse  and  boarded  at  various  places 
about  town,  paiaiiig  hie  leieaie  tioM 
in  a  variety  of  adventures  that  woald 
pass  fin-  fnhuloiiB  if  they  ha<l  not 
occurred  in  real  life.  He  served  on 
the  school  board  for  the.,  years  I8dt>, 
1664,  and  1666,  alwajre  adting  as 
diaimian.  The  following  extracts 
txcm  hie  aohool  report*  are  istereat> 
log: 

*'Bfy  relations  with  the  aofaoola  of 
Topsfield  have  been  peculiarly  grate- 
ful the  prist  year.  With  no  personal 
paternity  myself,  the  affectionate 
yearnings  of  my  nature  were  trans> 
ferred  to  the  ohOdien-  of  my  oave, 
who  became  eooa  and  daoghteia  •  Inr 
adoption,  looking  up  to  mO  as  fbeir 
great  supervising  father." 

<*Miae  Anna  C  D.  Holmes,  of 
Ipawlohf  wiio  altboagh  oonridared  a 
competent  teacher,  did  not  exactly 
suit  the  *city'  people,  who,  nurtured 
in  the  school  of  republican  freedom, 
eooldill  brook  the  atm  discipline 


aud  unfamiliar  indignities  perpetntt- 
ed  on  -them  and  theirs', — but  one, 
and  then  another,  till  the  whole  popu- 
]atlQBj«D  maeee,  iittle  and  big,  man, 
woman  and  child,  whispered,  murmur- 
ed, threatened,  denonnced  aud  at 
ia.st  rising  like  a  volcano,  burst  with 
tiery  iudiguatiou  into  open  rebellion, 
kiekiDg  up  a  great  duet  in  all  the 
region  round  about.  »So  franticnlly 
intense  was  the  convulsion  that  the 
very  animals  aud  even  the  elements 
mapirrd  In  sympathetic  ezpreeeive- 
aees.  The  goeee, .  wboee  ancestors 
saved  Rome,  with  conscious  politi- 
cal importance,  loudly  vociferated, 
quack  I  quack  1  quack  !  The  turkey, 
that  true  mathe  Amtricatt  with  imU" 
genous  consequential  pride,  gobbled 
alK)ut  calamities  of  foreign  participa- 
tion. The  sheep,  aroused  from  their 
qnietode  by  the  paeeing  events, 
kwkiug  askance,  gave  a  contemptu- 
ous bah !  The  hor^t-  indicated  his 
counts  hy  a  racy,  yet  positive 
migh.  Chanticleer,  crtnted  and 
i^NMTMf,  and  red  with  ire,  from  an 
eminence  blew  his  clarion  note  of 
defiance  ;  and  the  dog  and  eat,  fra- 
ternising iu  the  commou  cause, 
^tiied  a  eaterwaoling  howl  of 
execration.  ^  The  belliooee  bull 
•tossed  a  horn'  to  the  ^nccess  r*f  tlu' 
enlpr[)rise.  while  the  pacific  guinea 
heu  in  tlie  spirit  of  true  kindliness 
eried  out  eamiestly,  go  back!  go 
hack !  go  back  1  Nor  these  alone, 
for  Trinity  River  itself,  that  evan 
gelical  stream,  swollen  with  rage, 
bursting  forth  m  a  torrent  of  wrath' 
fol  ontpouriog,  whirled  and  boiled, 
and  eddied  in  irascible  frothings, 
tliK  Htening  the  City  mole  of  'Long 
wharf  wtUi  demolition.  To  appease 
the  tntelar  Deity  of  the  City,  md 
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relieye  it  from  such  an  impending 
TieitatioQ,  it  was  judged  expedient 
to  throw  the  mistress  over-board, 
Jonah-like,  where  upon  a  great  calm 
ensued." 

In  1859  there  was  visiting  in  town 
at  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Perley's  on  High 
street,  Miss  Abbie  Webster  of 
Wood'e  Holl,  Barnstable  CouDty. 
Hither  Mr.  Holmes  was  wont  to  go. 
He  went  witli  more  than  ordinary 
regularity  to  see  Miss  Webster,  but 
great  as  were  bis  talents,  sincere  his 
intentions,  and  unbending  bis  prob- 
ity, he  was  anablo  to  carry  into  effect 
the  conjunction  which  he  so  anxious- 
ly strove  to  produce.  Mr.  Holmes 
came  home  one  day  from  visiting  at 
her  home  after  they  had  become 
engaged  and  said  to  5liss  Welch,  his 
honspkeeper,  '^Miss  Webster  and  I 
are  done.  She  wanted  me  to  give 
her  my  place  before  she  would  marry 
me,  and  I  told  her  I  wouldn't  and 
we  are  done.'" 

A  man  m  love  is  crpnernlly  inac- 
cessible to  utguuienl,  aud  be  can 
only  avert  it  by  pursuing  some  new 
object  attractive  both  to  himself  and 
to  his  friends.  But  there  is  some- 
thing in  courage  which  commands 
respect  even  amid  the  bitterness  of 
fan^n.  Segur  says,  that  peace  is 
the  dream  of  the  wise  ;  war  is  tlir 
history  of  man.  Youth  listens  with- 
out attention  to  those  who  seek  to 
lead  it  by  the  paths  of  reason  to  hap- 
piness, and  rushes  with  irresistilvle 
violence  into  the  arms  of  the  phan- 
tom which  lures  it  by  the  light  of 
glory  to  destruction. 

Mr.  H<4mes  was  an  active  member 
of  the  Congr^^tional  Church  in 
Topefield,  having  been  admitted  Nov. 
6,  1858. 


The  Civtt  War  began  in  1861,  and 

Mr.  Holmes  was  very  furtive  in 
recruiting  troops  to  enter  the  Federal 
army.  While  he  was  nearly  ten 
years  in  advance  of  the  age  to  be 
drafted^  he  did  enter  the  army  in  the 
spring  of  1864,  and  remained  during 
that  summer*  being  honored  with  a 
lieutenant's  oommission. 

**He  was  so  tall  that  it  was  deoned 
expedient  tn  k<  r  p  him  from  thp 
front,  so  he  w  is  stationed  at  Bos- 
ton and  other  places  as  a  recruiting 
officer,  which  duty  he  faithfully 
attended  to  and  to  the  s: it isf action  of 
the  departmpnt.*' — Salem  Mercury/. 

'*Tbe  tallest  man  in  the  British 
army  is  Corporal  Maffit,  who  stands 
six  feet  seven  and  a  half  inches. 
That  is  one  inch  shorter  than  Lieut. 
Hoimea  of  TopsQeld,  who  has  been 
in  our  army.'* — Boston,  Daily  Ad- 

On  his  return  home  he  went  to  live 
where  he  first  had  lived  after  being 
married,  in  what  is  now  the  Congra- 
gational  parsonage,  aud  cared  for 
tiie  land  now  known  as  the  Holmes 
property."  He  owned  a  meadow 
located  "over  the  river"  in  the  ex- 
treme eastern  part  of  the  town.  It 
was  at  the  time  wh«i  horseless 
wagons  were  in  common  use.  The 
hay  must  be  brought  across  the  river 
and  the  oxen  as  they  entered  the 
water  had  been  inclined  to  stop, 
whereupon  it  is  said  Mr.  Hoimea 
'^hollered  at  them  with  such  power 
that  the  vibration  of  the  sound  in  the 
air  struck  the  river  with  such  force 
as  to  divide  the  water  and  his  oxen 
and  wagon  were  wont  to  go  over  on 
dry  land." 

In  1873  he  made  his  will,  giving 
1500  to  the  Congregational  Church 
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as  a  fond  and  tbe  renudntiig  rftlne  of  mmi  oontentloii  that  aroae  apoa  tbe 
his  estate  to  tbe  Sisters  of  Charity  of  qoMtioii  of'  poiefaaateg  tbe  piSMit 

the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  styled  parsonage.  It  surely  was  not  a 
the  iSisters  of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul,  question  of  price.  Tbe  result  which 
This  latter  bequest  was  made  out  of  followed  was  most  pleasant.  Each 
reapeet  to  tbe  memory  and  wisbea  of  one  Jofaied  to  make  it  a  panooage 
bis  wife,  who  had  been  a  member  of  claimed  by  every  one.  The  papers 
the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Mr.  were  drawn ;  oonditioDa  tettledt  aod 
Holmes  had  identified  himself  with  that  was  all. 
tbe  CongregatiotialChBreh  after  com-  Mr.  Holmee  paaaed  away  ere  the 
ing  to  this  town,  and  for  a  long  time  boose  had  been  used  for  the  porpoae 
bad  given  the  sum  of  $25  per  nnmirn  intended.  He  diefl  Wednesday  evea- 
for  the  sup[iort  of  the  gospel.  By  ing.  July  14,  1886,  aged  74  years, 
iiib  will  thia  gift  was  made  perpetual.  8  months,  lidays.  The  funeral  was 
It  ie  ebignlar  and  perhaps  highly  held  tbe  following  Satnrday  at  the 
gatifying  to  observe  the  ardent  en-  house. 

thnsi.'^'im  mnnifp??tpd  iit  first  by  only      The  fdllowing  notice  of  his  death 
a  few  members  of  the  church  to  a?ail  appeared  in  Salem  Mercury: 
tbemeelTes  of  Mr.  Holmes' bouse  as  ^thk  Tallk.t  Man  in  New  Kko- 

• .                   J***  7^  "S"^  i-ANi>  Dead  in  Topsfield. 

return  of  a  day  dearer  to  none  than  ,    „  , 

himself    bad  already  vanished  and  ^  Chailes  H.  Holmes,  hej.,  of  fops- 

soou  Mr.  Holmes  would  leave  his  Jf*^*  ™*         favorably  known 

hooae  forever  thoroughout  Essex  County,  died  at 

One  aftem^n  two  ladies  might  h^'^"^' '»  Topsfield  at  ii  o'clock 

havp  hern    .pot,  looking  from  the  last  W ednesday  night.    He  had  been 

front  end  winaow  of  our  Town  hall,  "ck  for  several  months.    Some  time 

For  want  of  other  topics  one  of  them  Jgo  he  BueUined  eeriooa  Injuries  by 

renuuked,  ♦'What  a  nice  place  that  being  thrown  from  a  wagon  and  last 

would  be  for  a  poraonage.''   The  "^^^^  "^^^  slightly  sun  struck,  which 

parish  hnd  .♦hf  nflv  been  negotiating  doubtless  hastened  his  death.  For 

for  a  parsonage  but  no  one  had  men-  y**"  ™             contributor  tO  the 

tioned  tliis  bouse.    The  idea  spread  P^?'*^*  ^«  productions  m  the  main 

rapidly ;  a  paper  was  dreulated  and  P^^J'f^«>  character.  He 

money  pledged   for  Mr.    Holmes'  was  a  widower  his  wife  having  died 

house.    A  meeting  was  held  where  ^'f**^  ^«^<^[f-    ^«  ™  ^^^^  »2 

the  maxim  that  measures  calculated  townsmen,  and 

for  the  benefit  of  future  ages  are  was  a  member  of.the  Oongregational 

hardly  ever  agreeable  for  all  persons  '^'^"^ch. 

in  the  present,  was  clearly  manifest.  His  practice  at  the  bar,  though 

There    were    many    propositions  limited,  manifested  knowledge  of  the 

suggested  and  other  places  proposeil,  law.    His  ability    far  excelled  his 

one  of  which  was  onl^  defeated  by  judgment,  bnt  hw  energy  of  ciiar«o> 

tbe  moderator's  deciding  vote,   ft  ter  baa  unquestionably  left  an  Infln* 

waa  remarkable  to  obsenre  the  vehe-  enoe  in  tbe  history  of  this  town.  In 


/ 
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force  of  expression  and  sarcastic  tion  nor  directed  toward  ohjectn  per- 
power  he  wa»  paraiaouot  among  hia  uMoent  or  oorapattble  with  hia  highM* 
oootemporwtot,  bathb  iattUlMDM  edaotioii. 


Poemi§ 

By  C«  H.  HouiM. 
THK  AMRRICAN  FLAG. 

Writteu  for  a  Fourth  of  July  oelebratiou  lo  Itltil. 

Flag  of  my  country,  liail.  all  biUll 
Aa  floats  thy  cnsigu  to  the  gale, 
Thy  star- lit  blue,  thy  unique  atri|M$«, 
Onr  Unfcm  snd  r«deraptioo  type*-- 
All  hail,  I  My,  All  hail  to  tbe«« 
pAlladiQin  of  our  Libertv  I 

How  twelU  Um  heart,  how  bwini  the  eyes 

As  we  recall  a  Bccne  goue  by  ; 

When  first  had  dawned  our  nation'*  mO'— 

Our  Independence  first  was  won — 

A  conqueror  llioo  in  PreiMloni**  war. 

And  drawn  in  Mais'  triumphal  oai^ 

On  that  jilrtd  dny  we  cplphrntf 

The  great  ejxichai  <»t  our  fate, 

Which  all  our  thronging  memories  fix 

At  Jaly  foortli*  yaar  t^vcntj-tiz. 

In  later  times,  though  less  the  stake. 

Ykdor  on  Uuid,  aad  lea,  and  laka, 
FlOBi  'math  thy  folds  wrat  op  tba  ory 

Of  glory  !ind  of  victory. 

Whate'er  the  gage,  whate'er  the  foe — 

(If  Britain  or  of  Mexico — 

Thus  nuM  thy  record  with  theaa  powoia : 

»*Wa'Ta  net  the  foe  and  they  an  oni*.'* 
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Nobly  haBt  thou  sustained  our  cause 
In  ftU  onr  poHoifls  and  wtrt  $ 

Gaining  respect  at  home,  abroad, 
With  civilizcKl  and  savage  horde. 
And  e'er  maintaining  tbj  first  stand, 
The  piide  and  glory  of  our  land ! 

Now  clouiib  and  darkness  round  us  lower. 
Yet,  guarded  by  a  spirit  power. 
That  sainted  and  departed  band, 
The  hero  fathers  of  our  land  ; 
Invoking,  too,  our  fattier' s  God, 
We'll  **bleas  tbe  hand  and  kiss  the  rod," 
And  wwiing  (Huskdiitli  'neatfa  our  auifl. 
Armed  at  aHpoiiita  oar  fo«  Miail. 

Shades  of  oar  sires,  ye  mighty  dead, 
Heroes  whom  Washington  hath  led, 

Who  helped  our  Uuion  fabric  reMr,'^ 
Patriot  spirits,  now  appear, 
And,  like  the  spirit  C'id  of  yore, 
In  all  oar  battles  go  before  1 

God  of  our  sires,  **who  brought  tbeui  up" 
Oh,  pass  from  us  this  bitter  ''cup" — 
This  bitter  cup  with  paaslona  rife, 
Tlie  jarring  elements  of  strife  ; 
If  not  for  ours  for  their  sake  save 
The  Union  thou  the  fathers  gave — 
Hold  In  thy  right  head  itill  those  •*•!•»" 
And  save  as  ftom  domestio  wan. 

Walk  still  midst  these  thy  ''caBdlesticks," 
And  so  o'ermle  our  politics 
That  we  shall  be  united,  free, 
From  lake  to  gulf,  from  sea  to  sea  I 


WILD  G008K  POND. 

Near  my  old  hntjsc.  and  V'e  it  known 
That  I've  the  oldest  house  in  town. 
Numbering  lull  two  hundred  years 
As  by  the  record  hers  nppearsi 
Tho'  some  versed  in  traditions  lors 
Say  'twas  a  fort-boose  yenis  before 


And  for  a  pamoiMige  boill  anew. 
Such  too  IB  the  Eraeraoa  view 

Who  have  pf>ssessf>d  thf»  same  estate 

Since  Seventeen  hundred  and  thirtj-ei^phtt 

Buying  it  of  the  Cnpen  heira 

Or  who  bad  charge  of  thehr  albin. 

The  EmeFBons  we  think  woald  know 

Whether  or  not  the  thing  was  so 

The  old  house  stands  on  rising  ground 

And  is  as  straight  as  can  be  found «  . 

ReMmbliug  maeh«  Port-Houw  in  York, 

Concerning  which  has  been  much  talk. 

A  ph(5t<)gr:i[)h  of  which  you'll  see 

lo  Harper's  New  England  History. 

It  has  A  l^iritanie  look 

Rather  of  llollaad*  not  miatook. 

Of  which  we  have  the  amplest  proof 

In  the  projecting  front  and  roof, 

Aud  built  thus  out  of  compliment 

To  Holland,  where  the  Pl^ima  went 

When  persecuted  to  the  stake 

'I'hev  t1('<1  ffir  tlH'ii-  r^^ligion's  mke 

Aud  speut  twelve  years  with  their  Dutch  frteud«. 

And  here  their  persecution  ends. 

For  Holland  waa  the  only  plaee 

That  had  :i  free  religion  base, 

Tiic  only  Stale  in  Knro[>e  too 

That  dared  promulgate  this  broad  view. 

Were  I  disposed  I  eonld  say  more 

About  the  house,  its  chimney,  floor, 

Or  the  firm  lirick  ch\y  mortar  wall 

Suffloi»'nt  to  resist  a  hall ; 

Of  the  low  door,  which  here  has  swung 

Two-hnndred  years  since  first  'twas  hnng. 

And  all  of  the  et  cetera 

Connected  with  it  any  way, 

But  time  and  space  will  not  allow 

Of  a  more  full  description  now. 

Near  the  old  house  there  in  a  pond 
Not  like  the  Scottish  Lake  Lomoud, 
Uut  a  smallish  bit  of  water 
Six  square  rods  or  sueh  a  matter. 
Though  in  the  Spring  time  flowing  o?er 
Fnll  out  an  acre's  space  or  more 


And  then  the  boyti  iig  uut  tii«ir  craf t« 
In  tiny  boftts  and  treacheroua  rafts, 
And  in  the  Winter  far  and  wide 
Thr  hoys  and  pirls  come  here  tO  llidOt 
And  then  it  is  a  faiuous  place 
For  ail  of  the  aquatic  race, 
And  every  kiad  of  vannfait  thing 
Which  harmless  is  vrithoat  a  sting. 
The  naturalist  in  thiB  abode 
Will  find  the  frog,  snake,  turtle,  toad. 
The  hunter  Uuds  the  musquash  rat 
Bj  whkUt  tbe  liatler  makie  tbe  hat. 
Sporting  fisherman  will  find 
Fishes  of  almost  every  kind. 
For  I  have  found  in  my  research 
Sbtnera,  roach  pickerel  and  perch ; 
How  they  first  came  there,  I  suppoee 
*TwHs  nn  the  misty  winr?  that  blows. 
Some  years  ago,  prrluijis  'twas  siZf 
The  time  I  can't  exactly  fix, 
Some  etnugeiB  of  the  qoasbie  mee 
Arrived  here  at  tfaie  oentral  place. 
And  built  their  home,  and  formed  their 
And  seemed  determined  here  to  rest. 
Of  course  these  strangers  made  a  stir 
With  tbeir  perfdme  end  garb  of  ftir. 
Resembling  much  the  modern  belle 
In  their  'fumed  habits  and  their  smell. 
The  modern  bean,  too,  if  you  please, 
Bedolent  with     ioented  grease. 
At  first  tlie  qnaah  was  vary  sly 
When  any  person  came  too  nigb« 
But  when  a  little  artless  girl 
With  laughing  eye  and  sunny  curl. 
Had  nia&  tiie  qnasbies  oompiaiMiid, 
She  was  tiieir  laal  social  friend. 
By  placinp;:  'fore  them  bread  and  meat» 
The  quasbies  then  came  out  to  eat ; 
Which  verifies  the  simple  fact. 
And  by  tlie  Bfbie  too  la  baeked« 
That  in  proportion  as  we're  kind. 
The  laws  of  love  all  nature  bind. 
It  was  so  surely  at  the  first 
lleft>ro  the  earth  by  hate  was  cursed, 
And  witt  be  inapired  pfopbeti  say. 
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On  tbe  great  miiiiuuiai  day, 
WImd  with  the  wolf  the  kmb  will  feed. 
And  tiMM  a  Itttte  child  shall  lead. 
So  here  thv^^*^  muskj^qimah  sly  aod  wild 
Were  tamed  and  petted  by  &  child. 

Now  ril  relate  juet  bow  it  rnmo 

That  **Wild  Goos  eFond"  obtained  ito  uamc. 

A  wild  gooae  wearied  by  itA  flight 

Ui  In  this  pond  and  spont  tfao  otght* 

And  just  before  the  break  of  day 

Spread  its  broad  wiugs  and  sped  away, 

Aod  from  this  oiroomstaoce  arose 

»*Wild  QooM  Food's"  qsim,  with  this  I  doss 


MY  LUVK  FOR  THKK. 

My  love  for  tliee  is  iuliuitu. 

It  ia  my  solace  and  delight. 

Whsre'ere  I  go«  whst'ere  I  do, 

The  world  8  a  void  without  tliee  too. 

Inspired  by  thy  angelic  face. 

Indeed  thy  every  charming  grace. 

The  shnpleat  net  in  thee  I  see 

Perfei  tioii'a  work — Divinity. 

Thy  lieart's  aflfection  is  a  mine 

Where  princely  wealth  dotli  Bure  combine ; 

Far  more  than  I  conceived  could  be 

Bnveloped  in  OMMrtslily, 

Than  which  the  fancies'  light  oan  bssm 

Is  bnt  a  faint  expiring  gleam. 

Darling !  I  love  thee«  yea.  adore, 

With  seraph's  lyre  oonld  I  say  mors? 

My  life  I  my  hope !  my  harp !  thoo  art^ 

The  eherished  mosio  of  my  heart. 


BLACK  8RLIM. 

Topsfield,  April  4, 1858. 
SonoB  NBWBUBiFOn  HuuLD : — At  the  earnest  reqnestof  my  neighbofS« 

superadded  to  my  own  appreciation  of  "departed  worth,**  I  have  been 
bidnoed  to  write  in  **offl»and  verse,"  an  elegy  on  my  old  and  faithfni  horsst 
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^'Black  Selim,"  who  died  ia  hiu  tbii  i^-»ixtli  year,  and  who  had  gained  a 
"BooeptuUlne*'  notoriely  not  only  in  Topslteld,  baft  **tlM  whole  regkm 
roand  ftboat."  Will  yoa  bava  the  kiodaeM  to  inMit  it  In  jonr  pnper,  and 
obUge 

(  Your  obedient  servant, 

[  C.   H.  HoLMSti. 

No  coTTinmii  merit  I  rehearse, 
But  (ietiicate  my  humble  verse 
To  eulogize  au  equiue  friend  ; 
And  of  hie  death  thie  ootloe  eend. 


''Black  Selim's"  days  are  pnsHed  and  gone; 
He  died  of  age  laat  Monday  mom. 
And  lies  wline  oft  lie  took  liie  eeee. 
Between  two  stately  ashen  trees. 
He  was  lamented  throiiirli  the  town, 
For  everywhere  wa:i  he  well  known  ; 
And  when  we  named  '*the  old  black  horse," 
All  knew  )aat  what  he  meant,  **of  ooone." 
He  was  the  village  patriarch. 
The  theme  of  wonder  and  remark, 
And  everywhere  his  shape  and  age 
Were  eritldeed  bv  Jockey's  sage. 
He  was  permitted  fkee  to  raoget 
A  hetter  horse  nil  round  the  grange. 
By  road  and  oommon  ne'er  was  seized. 
But  cropped  the  grass  ju^t  where  he  pleased ; 
Inoarring  only  one  disgrace, 
Of  '^eieeping  through  a  narrow  plaoe;" 
'TwjiH  mere  eonjcrture,  for  biH  stay 
Was  ne'er  prolonged  till  break  of  day ; 
But  circumstantial  proof  was  strong. 
From  certain  veatigee  along ; 
Unlike  to  some  who  scrapes  get  in, 
He  always  could  get  out  again. 
If  Spartan  virtue  were  the  rale^ 
He  eaiely  waa  **]B0ie  nigae  than  fool." 
His  color  waa  of  bladkcat  hne« 
Exippt  -when  old,  quite  ;;rny  he  grew; 
}  From  head  to  foot,  in  all  his  points. 

His  ^*^make"  wss  perfect  to  his  joints  ; 
And  all  allowed*  both  far  and  neer. 
That  no  horse  e'er  bad  finer  ear. 
He  ne'er  indulged  in  vidoaa  trieka, 
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Like  intuiy  horses,  uoi*  in  kiclui ; 
B«t  wMioat  •^htteUng"  whinqfB  itaQd, 

And  a«  you'd  like,  80  wm  hia  mood. 

Was  nct'l  in  gip,  nn<\  snre  on  back« 

touid  ramble,  canter«  gallop,  raok; 

Waa  full  of  frolic  and  of  fan, 

T«t  klod,  mnd  ever  prompt  to  rno ; 

He  was  juat  suited  to  my  mind; 

His  eqMHl  I  shall  never  find  ; 

Was  oid,  wtsll  tried,  thus  doubly  dear. 

Though  in  hia  •i»uid4MrtltCb  year ; 

And  owned  by  roe  full  tweatrf-one, 

As  by  hif^  pedigrcp  is  shown. 

One  Billy  Emerson  i  am  told, 

Kept  htm  until  thirteen  years  old, 

A  year  after  hie  death  or  eo« 

(And  'twas  in  '35  I  know,) 

T  bought  Mm.  and  this  time  will  bring 

II in  a(^e  to  thirty-six  this  Spring. 

This  horbeman  said  he  was  the  oeit 

Of  ail  the  ateede  he  e'er  poaaowed ; 

And  he  had  owned  his  tbouBands.  t0O| 

And  such  a  horsie  he  never  kne^. 

The  wondroub  'scapes  that  I  could  tell. 

By  road  and  Held  that  me  befall. 

Up  hill  and  down,  through  mud  and  mire, 

'Cross  rivers  deep,  and  ditcfit"^  dire» 

And  all  the  freaks  I  could  relate. 

Would  make  one  laugh  at  any  rate. 

Bow  oft  T'to  rode  like  one  bewitched. 

And  by  tiie  aport  did  feel  enriched. 

Boys  rnnm'njj  out  to  see  the  canter. 

Like  that  of  the  famed  ''Tnm  O'Shanter," 

And  though  I've  met  the  middle  age. 

By  maxim  ahould  he  tame  and  aage. 

Which  says,  *<at  fofty  tame  or  never," 

Yet  I  like  races  well  as  ever. 

I  never  reached  the  ''Hovey  Plaoe," 

Without  enjoying  one  good  nee ; 

There  is  a  long  and  level  plain, 

Before  this  little  farm  I  p:niM. 

A  8t«ep  and  quite  a  sandy  hill. 

Near  by  a  bridged  and  rippling  rill, 

Called  from  the  tenants  of  the  nook, 

By  oommon  paflanoe,**G'anop'a  fltook  ;** 
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And  Um  ftboot  a  mile  or  io, 

From  ToprfddTille  aB  north  yon  go. 

Ere  this  was  reached  he  slowly  WMlt» 
As  if  u\M)\\  some  fell  intent ; 
One  would  have  thougiit  him  in  a  doze. 
Seeing  betweflo  Idi  kgi-  and  n/ms 
I  knew  him  well — Hwas  his  eoBPing. 
Pacino;  slowly  for  his  nmning. 
The  summii  gamed,  he  made  a  leap, 
And  down  he  daahed  the  hill-siite  steep. 
O'er  the  wide  bridge  he  madly  mehedt 
And  up  another  hill  he  pushed, 
With  sach  farious  pace  and  clatter. 
The  people  cried,  ''What's  the  matter?" 
The  fraa  dHved  qaicUj  hi  the  itimiD« 
The  biraa  flew  off  with  frightened  scream. 
The  do^  roshed  out  with  bark  and  yell. 
And  horse  and  dogB  all  went  pell-mell ; 
Up  went  the  windows,  from  the  doors 
The  hati  were  awnng  with  deaf  nine  loan, 
*'With  bark  and  whoop,"  and  londhaUoo* 
The  hills  re-echoed  "o;o  it,  go." 
Thu  gig  was  tossed  with  direful  squeak, 
Threatening  the  vehicle  to  break. 
Sometimes  on  two  wheela*  theD  oo  ooe. 
Yet  right  side  up  I  alwavR  won. 
Fond  memory  delights  to  trace 
My  trusty  friend  in  cosy  pace, 
Aeeooiated  from  my  youth. 
In  every  phs^  in  life  in  truth  : 
1  call  to  mind  the  truth  fnr  back, 
When  he  was  styled  the  "l)onny  black," 
With  ease  could  trot  from  my  own  door 
To  Alfred,  ieventy  miles  or  more ; 
Each  day  could  draw  his  cord  of  wood 
Two  miles  five  times  from  where  he  stood  ; 
And  when  grown  old  he  ne'er  would  flag. 
Bat  was  the  same  prompt  racing  nag. 
When  thirty-two  be  drew  a  ton 
Eight  miles  an  hour,  myself  therein  ; 
And  e'en  last  Fall  when  on  a  tour, 
He  trotted  fall  eight  miles  the  hour. 
And  nerer  needed  whip  or  spur, 
Whatever  the  distance,  near  or  far ; 
And  yet  bis  aiae  and  weight  were  anall, 
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Being  eight  handred— tlwt  wm  all. 

Ind^d  be  was  a  matohless  steed, 

And  well  deserved  the  "olive  meed*'* 

Outstripping  all  of  bis  compeers 

In  streagtb  aud  bottom,  speed  and  yean. 

At  he  who  ftt  Che  Oljmpia  race, 

By  bome  misfortune  lost  his  place ; 

Uis  steeds  perforrard  iho  aecustomt'd  roond. 

And  b}'  the  jucigett  then  were  crowned; 

Although  my  seat  I  ne'er  have  lost. 

Or  ever  from  my  seat  been  loet« 

▲nd  always  could  my  steed  restndn* 

Or  prompt  hlna  to  the  racing  vein. 

And  ever  had  bim  at  command. 

With  tightened  rein,  and  ^^well  on  hmnd," 

8UU  let  bis  deeds  emblaaoned  be. 

The  mcoil  to  hini  and  not  to  me, 

Sutticieut  praise  for  me  to  own 

The  best  of  steeds,  and  this  uluuu. 

Although  some  penooe  may  say  lie 

At  my  sentimentality, 

Yet  I  this  weakness  will  confess. 

For  ''Selim's*'  death  m  stoic  virtue  brave, 

I  dropt  a  tear  upon  hib  grave. 


FOR  SALK. 

Who  ever  wauls  a  country  seat, 
Removed  from  summer's  doal  and  heat, 
With  a  wide  common  right  between 

The  road  and  house  in  living  green. 

Shaded  by  stately  ashen  trees 

And  shut  out  from  the  noxioun  breese. 

Let  him  Joet  leave  the  ooontry  road 

And  step  across  to  my  abode, 

A  view  of  whioh  will  here  be  seen 

A  photographic  view  I  wean. 

Tenns  msy  to  the  man  who'd  bay, 
At  any  rate  one  can  but  try. 

C.  U.  UuuaKs, 
Topelleld,  May  25,  ISM.  (fmm 
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FARM  LAIS 

AT  AUCTION. 

The  Heirs  of  Stephen  Perley  aay 
On  THURSDAY,  23(1  of  May, 
At  10  A.  K.t  tiMfni  mU  ih*«Mt» 
Of  StepliMl  P.,  of  TOpalleld  lata, 
^lie  Farm  lies  in  a  quiet  nook, 
Almost  surrounded  by  Pye-Brook, 
Save  on  the  line  to  this  abode, 
AteniK  Z«w*a  HHI  Mid  Bozlbfdvoads 
And  is  about  a  mile  or  so 
From  Topafleld  Churoh  as  North  yon  go; 
Though  to  tho  farthest  point,  by  Olapp'a, 
The  distanoe  is  two  miles,  perhaps, 
CotMntakgt  M  ttB  Deads  aspma. 
One  huiidfad  Acres,  mora  or  less. 
Hero  on  this  ancient  plaoe  onf?  finds 
The  soils  and  growths  of  dllTorent  kinds, 
Feat,  Pasture,  Wood,  Field,  Meadow  I«and, 
WtdBBL  AwtUa  aafl  to  baiRan  lamif 
These  wa^  aimiiad  In  ataapa aadalaa. 
To  suit  the  purchaser  who  buys 
From  thirty  acres  down  to  thxaat 
Just  as  the  quality  may  be. 
Vita  man  vbo^dlika a qniat  lifli« 
(Bava  Ipf  apata  ftam  Ida  darUng  wife,) 

And  farm,  or  hunt,  or  sport  tho  bfOOik* 
Will  juBt  turn  in  and  taKe  a  loolt 
Terms,  one<Mth  Cash,  the  auotion  day, 
na  vaat,  la  tbSatif  daya  to  pay. 
To  see  thlafkmi,  wboaver  comes, 
Will  please  to  call  on  C.  H.  HOIiMM. 
Or,  on  your  servant,  S.  D.  HOOD, 
Who's  AnoUoneer,  'tis  understood. 

S.  B.  KOQDt  AnotlaBaar. 
VapMd,  Ibj  U»  1867. 


^ 
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Tlie  McKena^e  Family  in  Xop»field. 

By  AuFBSP  MoKiKSiB. 
Bead  bofore  tbe  Blatorleal  8oei«ly  bf  Mtst  Martelta  dark. 

The  aDcestors  of  the  subject  of  gte  with  both  the  Nortliero  and 
this  paper  were  racially  traceable  Honthera  Pict8«  tbe  Scots  became 
back  to  the  Scots  who  cume  by  the  master  of  the  country,  and  in  843 
way  of  Spain  into  Ireland  early  in  A.  D.  crowned  Kenneth,  "the  hardy" 
the  Christian  era,  for  when  St.  King  of  the  Scots*  down  by  the  Soot 
Patrick,  tbe  Italian  mlsskmary,  was  watw  or  Forth, 
there  in  Uie  flfih  century,  he  speaks  This  is  the  event  known  in  his- 
of  them  as  tlie  Rcgools  (Rulers)  and  tory  as  the  Scottish  conquest, 
of  the  cominou  people  as  Hybeini-  The  atone  upon  whicli  this  king 
genal.  The  name  Scot,  rendered  waa  crowned  was  called  Lia  Fiai  or 
from  Celtle*  means  Wanderer  but  <*Stono  of  Destiny."  It  was  carried 
taken  from  the  German  of  Scythia  to  England  by  Edward  the  First  in 
(Scutten)  would  si«:nify  Scythian  the  year  1:296,  and  now  forms  a  part 
race.  But  certainly  tUey  were  a  very  of  the  coronation  seat.  Queen 
energetic  people  and  remarkable  for  Victoria  was  cr6wned  upon  it. 
makUig  room  for  themselves  as  they  Tbe  crest  and  armorial  bearings 
ruled  the  country  till  it  took  the  name  of  the  family  this  paper  concerns, 
of  Sootia  aud  retained  it  for  many  appears  none  other  than  that  of  the 
centuries.  Scots.   The  crest  was  the  face  of 

About  the  Mxtb  century  they  wan-  the  son  in  a  halo  of  light ;  and  the 
dered  into  Argyleshlre,  a  district  of  armorial  bearings,  a  shield  held  by 
the  country  known  since  the  eighth  two  persons ;  one  hanrl  holds  tho 
century  as  Scotland.  They  Increas-  shield  and  the  other  a  lii:;lited  torch, 
ed  there  in  numbers  till  they  formed  U[}On  the  siiieid  a  buck's  bead ;  all  of 
the  kingdom  of  Dalsiade.  Thns  of  wbidi  was  crowned  by  a  helmet, 
there  came  to  be  Ihi  cc  kingdoms  beneath  inscribed  in  latin  *'Ludo  non 
within  the  bounds  of  North  Britnin,  Uro"  (Light,  not  Darkness), 
that  of  the  Northern  l*icts,  or  peopie  When  In  the  year  81  of  tho  Chris- 
of  the  woods,  Southern  Picts  and  tian  era,  Agricola  invaded  North 
the  Scots*  Britain,  it  was  inhabited  by  twenty- 

Sometime  near  the  beginning  of  one  aboriginal  tribes  or  claus. 
the  eighth  century  (730  A.  D.)  the      The  introduction  of  o!aaship  and 
Northern  Picts  quarreled  and  went  to  tartans  seems  to  be  beyoud  the  reach 
war  with  tbe  Southern  Ffets.   The  of  history,  but  Logan  in  bis  Scottish 
Scots  were  appealed  to  and  gave  aid  Gael  gives  the  following  extract 
to  the  Northern  Picts  ;  tluis  began  a  from  the  charge  and  discharge  of 
war  wliich  lasted   mow  than  a  cen-  John  Bish(jp  of  Glasgow,  treasurer 
tury.    A  reverse  lo  the  Scots  iuduc>  to  King  James  ill,  1471  : 
ed  them  to  call  over  their  kindred     *^Aneelneand  ano  halve  of  bine' 
from  Ireland,  and  after  a  long  strtig-  Tartane  to  lyne  his  gowne  of  cloth 
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of  gold.*'  iii  iOa  (bcota). 

I  kave  not  been  able  to  aaeerteiii 

fbe  exact  namber  of  clans  in  Scot- 
Umd.  In  a  little  boolc  entitled 
*'Tlie  Scottish  Claos"  I  find  a  map 
of  SooUand  divided  into  clans  in  the 
10th  oeotary.  with  the  names  of 
thirtv-one  written  below,  probably 
the  principal  ooes,  as  many  more  are 
marked  out  on  the  map.  The  same 
book  givei  a  Uat  of  ninetj-aiz  dam 
and  familka  with  their  tartans. 

Far  tip  in  the  north  cif  S( otluiid  we 
find  tile  cinn  of  MiiclCi  iizit-.  The 
descent  of  the  chief  of  this  clau — 

^'MacKeuneth,   great    £arl  of  the 

Tbe  Lord  of  Loch  Canon,  Olmbell 
aod  SeafoTtb" 

ia  of  pure  SootOiOaelic  dMceot*  with 
a  strain  of  Irish  as  ataertod  bj  Doug- 
las and  others. 

Colint  eleventh  chief ,  fought  brave- 
ly for  Queen  Mary  at  the  battle  of 
i^ngside,  for  whicli  he  was  lUfter- 
wards  paidoned  by  the  Begent 
Murray. 

Kenuetli,  iii^  eldest  sou  by  Bar- 
bara Grant  of  thatiIlL«  waa  raiaad  to 

the  peerage  in  1609  as  Lord  Mac- 

kf^nzie  of  Kintail.  Colin,  their  eldest 
tion^  was  created  Earl  of  beaforth  in 
1623. 

In  Bobertson'e  **Index  of  Miaaing 

Charters"  there  is  a  Crown  charter  of 
Confirmation  }»y  David  II  for  the 
lands  of  '*Kintale'  m  1344  when  a 
graat  9t  that  aod  other  lande  by 
WlUfaun,  Earl  of  Rom^  to  Reginald, 
son  of  Roderick  de  Insulis,  dated 
1342,  4th  .Inly  is  confirmed.  Tn 
MacKenzie's  "History  o£  the  Ciuu" 

thoearliaat  date  whidi  eaa  be  aa- 
•IgDed  for  iti  aoqiiiiitfc»  of  KiataU 


from  Jobu,  Karl  of  Bo8S«  is  1468. 
After  the  forf eitore  of  the  Lorda  of 

the  Isles,  the  clan,  like  all  others 
the  west,  became  independent. 

There  is  a  tradition  iu  the  Mao- 
Kenzie  family  that  the  Topsfield 
BfacKenziee  are  directly  dsaoendad 
from  the  Earl  of  Seaforth. 

The  fightins;  force  of  the  MacKen- 
zies  is  given  by  Forbes  as  2500  men* 
adding  those  of  tiie  Eari  of  Cromrty 
and  the  Lairds  of  Galrloch,  SkatweU« 
Killcowie.  Redcaatle  aod  Comrie,  aU 
MacKenzleu. 

Tile  war  cry  of  Lbe  iUaciLeuzies 
waa  **Talaeb  Ard,"  a  momitBin  near 
castle  Donoan,  the  strong  liold  of 
the  clan  anciently. 

The  badge  of  the  MacKenztes  and 
MacLeans  was  in  Gaelic  ^^Coilioo," 
in  English  •*HoUy." 

I  do  not  know  the  extent  of  their 
lands,  but  there  were  but  two  olaoa 
north  of  them. 

The  great  attaefameat  of  the 
clansmen  to  their  chieftain  is  shown 
by  tho  following  incident  "In  1778 
Eiliiil)urgh  was  btartlcd  by  what  was 
kuuwu  as  the  '^Affair  of  the  Wild 
Uaeraea,"  some  hondreds  of  whom 
had  enrolled  in  the  Seaforth  Regi- 
ment of  Highlanders  formed  in  1778 
by  Keuoeth,  the  Earl  of  that  title 
('^that  is,  the  head  of  the  MacKensie 
elan")  and  which  matfaiiedat  Edhi- 
burgh  on  hearing  that  they  bad  tieen 
sold  to  the  East  India  company. 

General  Skene,  Lord  Macdonald 
andothefB  prored  to  the  nenth^ 
their  complaint!  were  groundless  and 
the  affair  was  settled.  The  regiment 
then  marched,  with  pi[)f's  playin^j,  to 
Uolyrood,  aud  afterwarda  mailed  lur 
India  on  what  proved  a  fatal  Toyage 
to  the  MaeKensiss  and  liaoi«aa»  for 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 
I 


106 


ere  St.  Heleua  wan  in  aight  iiOrU  arriviag  below  deckb  lH>th  were  put 
Seaforth  dted  wad  then  a  great  grief,  io  irons.  OrdiDarily  their  social 
witii  homeaiokness,  fell  apon  his  positioo  would  have  kept  them  free 
clansmen,  so  of  the  thoasand  who  from  such  a  seizure  and  they  little 
sailed  from  the  British  Isles,  230  expected  such  treatment.  Id  due 
perished  at  sea,  and  only  390  were  time  the  transport  pat  to  sea  and 
able  to  carry  arms  when  they  began  Enoeh  and  his  companion  were  pat 
the  march  to  Chingleput.  under  military  drill.    To  this  they 

From  the  history  of  the  MacKenasie  concluded,  for  their  present  comfort, 
clan  we  will  now  pass  to  ihat  of  our  to  submit,  but  to  light  for  England 
Topsfield  Mac-Kensies.  against  Ameriea,  never. 

Knocb  MacKeuzie,  the  father  of  Arriving  <m  the  American  coast, 
John  and  grandfather  of  John's  pro-  the  transport  was  pursued  by  an 
geny,  was  born  in  Inverness,  Scot-  American  privateer  and  taken.  When 
laud,  about  the  vear  seveuteen  bun-  taken  the  two  young  men  were  found 
'died  and  fifty-eight,  and  was  the  below  In  fraos.  Bnooh  always  con* 
second  son  of  a  family  of  five  child-  gratulated  himself  and  praised  his 
ren,  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  companion  for  their  decisions.  When 
The  oldest  son,  in  accordance  with  they  were  called  for  action  they 
the  castom  of  that  ooantry  and  Bng-  refneed  to  obey  and  not  even  the 
land  in  families  of  some  means,  was  threat  of  snffering  the  penalty  of 
provided  for  by  giving  him  a  rnilitary  traitors  would  induce  them  to  comply, 
education.  Tiius  was  Alexander  the  They  were  therefore  ironed  below, 
oldest  trained,  finally  entering  the  The  transport  was  taken  into  Bos- 
army  with  the  commission  of  a  lien-  ton  harbor  and  a  part  of  the  erew 
tenant.  The  second  son,  Enoch,  was  were  sent  to  Salem  as  prisoners  of 
sent  to  Fdinbnrgh  for  a  university  war.  Among  those  was  Enoch.  At 
course  preparatory  for  some  profes-  that  early  time  of  the  war  there  was 
siou.  In  the  early  part  of  his  course,  no  particular  provision  made  for 
war  between  England  and  the  Amer*  detaining  prisoners  of  war  except  in 
lean  colonies  began  aud  the  lieutenant  the  large  towns,  and  they  relieved 
was  called  into  the  service  and  sent  themselves  and  the  tedium  of  the 
to  America.  At  that  time  the  Clyde  prisouers,  by  aiiowiug  themselves  to 
was  navigable  only  to  Oieenook  for  be  selected  by  farmers  to  work  for 
▼essels  of  any  considerable  size,  their  hoard  tfll  exchanged.  Out  of 
A  transport  having  arrived  ef\rly  nnrabcr  sent  to  Salem,  Mr. 
bound  for  the  American  colonies,  to  Emerson,  who  resided  at  the  north 
take  the  mails  and  by  press-gangs  end  of  the  common  in  Topsfield,  bad 
to  replenish  the  English  army  and  selected  one  who  was  of  a  dignified 
navy,  Enoch,  with  a  college  compan-  bearing  and  a  gentleman  of  culture, 
ion,  went  down  to  deliver  on  board  Hearing  of  another  arrival,  the  fol- 
the  transport,  letters  to  his  brother  lowing  market  day.  Mr.  Emerson, 
the  lieutenant.  They  were  very  wishing  to  find  a  tit  associate  for  the 
courteously  received  and  invited  to  one  he  had,  called  to  view  them, 
go  below  and  inspect  the  vessel.  On  Seeing  one  of  a  more  intelligent  cast 
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thao  Uie  rett  altlMNifcli  quite  yoaog,  at  length  that  ooeutTed*  Alexander 

be  approached  him,  informing  him  of  appended  the  condition,  that  he,  hav* 
his  desire,  with  which  the  prisoner  ing  relations  in  the  American  Army, 
leadilv  complied.  Mr.  Emerson  would  accept  an  exchange  only  on 
with  hie  aelei^n  started  upon  hto  the  condltioD,  that  he  be  aaajgoed  to 
Journey  home.  Soon  engaging  him  the  Bast  India  i^ervice  during  the 
in  conversation  he  found  bis  judge-  contmnnnco  of  the  American  war. 
men t  fully  conflrmed.  When  arriv-  This  wh.s  complied  with  and  subse- 
ing  near  the  end  of  their  jouruej  ,  quuutly  coalirmed  by  letters  received 
just  before  torn  ing  off  the  main  from  him  dated  from  that  plaoe. 
street  to  the  house,  the  first  prieonWt  Enoch  immediately  enlisted  in  the 
in  his  anxiety  to  learn  the  news,  Coatiueutal  army,  served  to  the  end 
which  in  those  times  traveled  slowly,  of  the  war  and  received  an  honorable 
had  walked  out  to  meet  Mr.  Emer-  disoharge. 

son ;  just  as  they  wd«  abreeat,  the     Topefleld  being  the  only  town  in 

young  man  having  finished  an  earn-  which  he  had  made  aoquaintanoes 
est  conversation,  turned  his  head  to  he  therefore  passed  his  furloughs 
the  pedestrian  and  sp.ang  direcUy  there  and  some  of  his  time  in  a  fam- 
Qpon  him.  Mr.  Emereoo  wee  at  ilyof  one  of  Its  eoldierSt  an  ao<][uain* 
first  dumbfounded,  but  in  a  moment  tance  formed  in  the  army,  and  who 
relieved  and  delighted  at  hearing  had  daughters  This  led  to  an  event 
Enoch  exclaim  ""lu other — Alexan-  which  is  not  uncommon  to  young 
der'* !  Here  w&b  his  brother  the  men,  evuu  today,  which,  in  the  sum 
lientenant,  who  had  been  pieyioosly  of  time  eryetallised  into  eixentietiee, 
taken  prisoner,  and  was  awaiting  an  three  sons  and  three  daughtere; 
exchange  of  officers  of  his  grade.  John,  Williiim  and  Abraham ;  Catha- 
Up  to  this  time  the  English  had  nne,  iSusau  and  Mary.  John  was 
refused  exchange  on  double  grounds ;  born  during  his  father's  brief  resi- 
flrstthat  we  were  rebels;  lecond  a  denoe  in  Topefleld.  the  others  in 
like  commission  of  ours  was  not  an  Londonderry,  N.  II.,  where  he  re- 
equivident  of  theirs.  This  delay  mained  till  his  family  exceeded  the 
gave  ample  time  for  the  two  brothers  capacity  of  bis  farm,  when  he  re« 
todelibeiate  upon  their  future  eoarse.  moved  to  Waltham,  Vermont,  where 
Alexander  oould  see  no  possible  he  and  his  family,  except  John, 
chance  for  the  colonies,  in  their  passed  the  remainder  of  their  days, 
weakness,  to  succeed  against  ho  John  remained  in  Topsfield  till  he 
powerful  a  nation  as  Englaud,  and  in  went  to  uti  apprenticeship  with  a 
esse  of  fidlure  if  be  entered  onr  ser*  wheelwright,  in  Lynn.  At  the  end 
vice  his  fate  would  be  the  gallows,  of  that  service,  he  married  and  estab- 
The  younger  had  determined  from  lished  himself  in  the  business  of  bis 
the  first  to  enlist  in  the  American  trade  in  Lynn ;  but,  possc^Bsiug  a 
service  during  the  war,  however  it  marked  mechanical  genius,  he  soon 
night  terminate,  bnt  to  remain  wiHi  added  that  of  esrpentry.  Joinery  and 
his  brother  till  the  question  of  his  millwright,  which  trades  he  success- 
exchange  should  be  settled.   When  fully  flowed  severml  years  till  in- 
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duced  to  purchase  a  farm  in  Topt^ 
field  and  move  there.  At  this  time 
he  had  two  children,  having  soon 
after  attained  bis  majority  married 
Blittbeth  Searle^  fbe  daughter  of  a 
pwitail  fiom  England  who  came  here 
about  the  year  sixteen  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  to  enjoy  in  freedom 
his  religion,  and  settled  iu  what  has 
been  known  as  Newbnry — Oldtown. 
Being  a  well-to-do  farmer  he  gave 
his  children,  in  accordance  with 
puritanic  coaceptioos,  a  good  educa- 
tion in  tlie  more  solid  and  practical 
branches;  bnt  Elizabeth,  being  ener- 
C  and  enterprising,  ventured  into 
higher  grades  and  therefore  was 
instructed  much  above  the  average 
females  of  her  time.  Her  activity 
«Ddneed  her  to  follow  teaching  till  she 
married.  She  wa««  n  kind  mother  and 
still  held  her  team  of  seven  hoys  well 
in  hand,  always  commanding  their 
respect,  and  with  several,  almost 
reverence. 

She  was  skilled  in  all  the  house- 
hold duties  of  that  time,  which  were 
much  more  complete  than  today,  as 
they  comfHlsed  spinning,  weaving, 
and  in  her  case,  t\w  results  of  the 
loom  could  be  shaped  into  the  re- 
quired garments  and  the  needle  work 
deftly  performed. 

Her  moral  instructions  were  of  the 
sternest  stoical  character.  Shun  all 
the  vices  and  tell  the  truth  whatever 
the  consequences.  She  was  very 
stndiooSf  aiwa3^  inclining  to  weiglity 
literature ;  also  possessing  a  fair 
talent  for  music,  sketching  and  con- 
versation as  well.  Samuel  S.,  the 
olAwt  Km  of  John  and  Elisabeth,  in 
bin  earliest  boyhood  gave  signs  of 
^  possession  of  a  very  diversified 
geoina,  comprehending  many  of  the 


sciences,  prominently,  metaphysics, 

philology  and  esthetics.  In  the 
science  of  delineation  he  was  known 
to  all  iu  the  neighborhood.  The 
work-shop  of  a  plow-maker  stood 
near  the  little  red  school  house  iu  the 
north  part  of  the  town  and  on  the 
street  fronting  the  latter.  Through 
the  large  folding  doors  could  readily 
be  observed  what  passed  withfal,  and 
frequently  the  hourly  habits  of  the 
occupants. 

One  morning  there  appeared 
sketched  on  theM  doors,  a  drawing 
of  what  had  transpired  the  previous 
night.  The  proprietor  full  sized  with 
his  most  conspicuous  )<h\sical  pecu- 
liarities {a  tumbler  in  his  upraised 
handy  the  jug  sedately  celled  npon 
the  bench,  and  his  striker  with 
equally  distinguishable  physical 
characteristics,  with  upturned  eye 
grudgingly  viewed  the  departure  of 
the  contents  of  the  tumbler  and  anx* 
iojisly  awaiting  his  turn.  For  the 
remainder  of  the  school  term  the 
young  rogue  found  his  safety  by  way 
of  the  fields.  In  later  years,  whim 
following  the  cordwainer  s  trade,  evtf 
impelled  by  a  love  of  study  and  re- 
search, he  took  up  philosphy,  chem- 
istry, astronomy,  meteorology, 
metallurgy,  horology,  hydrostatica, 
mathematics  plain  and  mixed,  in  as 
confused  a  manner  as  here  presented 
and  as  old  treatises  came  to  his  band, 
always  seeking  an  old  and  exhaustive 
work  containing  between  two  coven 
all  that  was  then  known  and  perhape 
all  known  today,  published  under  the 
present  mode  of  diverBeness,  each  re- 
quiring as  much  expenditure  of  time 
without  then  obtaining  the  whole 
problem.  This  he  ever  contended. 
Therefore  he  had  few  books,  and  a 
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teacher,  never,  save  a  little  time  on 
the  first  rudiments  of  each  study. 
He  bad  the  mecbaoical  ability  to 
make  all  the  iiratnnMDta  he  reqalred 
for  experiments  in  the  variouB  scien- 
ces mentiored  and  others,  and 
when  entering  another  to  gain  a  live- 
lihood, thoee  needed  ia  ite  puieait, 
auch  as  intnuMnto  for  earveyliig,  in 
whir'!i  lie  was  occupied  in  conneetion 
Willi  watch  und  clock  repairing,  till 
liiti  cloMti  of  Win  life 

Hoalweyetook  greet  hitevMl  in 
mnsic,  was  well  informed  io  tboroogh 
beae  and  its  framework  and  could 
pfeeent  it  with  great  dearneee,  bat 
iti  Bonl  he  new  eoold  esprcoe. 
Worthy  of  notice  in  this  aketeh 
ie  Addieoo,  the  aizth  too  of  the  fen- 

He  suHered  through  life  from  pour 
heelth  which  confined  lilm  to  e  light 
vocation.    Therefore  he  took  up  that 

of  shoemaking,  but  not  finding 
enough  in  it  for  mental  occupation, 
nod  having  viewed  the  external  of  a 
loeomotive  atanding  apoo  a  nulroad 
track,  on  rr'turu  home  employed 
his  leisure  in  an  effort  to  make  one. 
From  the  external  bis  genius  readily 
suggested  what  the  interior  moat 
be.  ftoonring  the  necessary  mate- 
rial soon  a  complete  workino;  model 
about  six  inches  long,  and  a  track 
about  two  feet  in  diameter,  were  fin- 
iahed.  Tiring  of  hie  pre§ent  ooodip 
tinn  he  packed  engine  and  track 
into  a  hand  bag  a ikI  departed  for  a 
locomotive  factory  at  Lowell  or  Law- 
cenoe*  immaterial  to  Un  wliioii. 
Finding  one  be  entered  the  eotmtdng 
room  and  applied  for  employment; 
being  asked  if  he  had  been  in  the 
employ  of  a  machine  shop,  he  an- 
eweMdnoboihad*  workuf  Model 


and  a  track  which  he  had  made  with- 
out help.  This  aroused  the  curios- 
ity oC  the  agent  and  he  requested  to 
eee  it.  8oon  it  waa  ateamed  np  and 
gracefully  spinning  around  the  track. 
The  agent  asked  bis  terms  which 
were  bis  board  till  more  could  be 
paid.  The  agent  deeiied  hln  to 
follow  and  he  would  procure  Um  a 
boarding  place,  which  done  he  com- 
menced work  in  the  fnotory.  At  the 
end  of  a  year  he  wati  receiving  full 
pay  and  pot  open  finlddng  woik. 
This  continued  till  the  second  year 
of  the  war  when  an  officer  came  into  • 
tbe  factory  inquiring  if  they  bad  a 
hand  capable  of  oonatrocting  an 
hydfoetic  appliance  of  eolllelent 
power  to  rlrflw  two  foot  bolts  out  of 
oak  timt)er.  The  ollleer  was  from 
the  Bobtou  navy  yard,  where  they 
had  been  trying  to  aecomplisk  tmi 
work  and  had  failed. 

Addi«o!i  wnH  thought  t<:»  l>e  ospable 
and  wa^  applied  to :  he  said  be 
would  try  if  be  could  have  liia  owB 
way  and  do  all  the  work  himself. 

Tiii^  wns  complied  with  and  within 
ten  days  the  maehiiie  built,  working 
with  complete  success.  From 
thenoe,  for  a  time,  he  waa  employed 
by  tbe  government  adjusting  amn^ 
tor  engines.  Franklin,  the  seventh 
son,  in  order  to  give  him  a  better 
opportunity  to  develop  a  musical 
talent  and  obtain  inatmction,  at  tiba 
ngp  of  thirteen  was  placed  in  nn 
excellent  family  of  a  green  grocer 
and  in  bis  employ.  Ee  was  soon 
pl^^nf^l  ntid^  InetimHom  both  in 

vocal  miaio  and  the  piano  forte* 
with  one  of  the  best  teachers  in 
Boston  to  receive  lessons  until  his 
twenty-foortb  year,  but  no  UiituHk 
was  reqnired  of  bim  the  laat  tear 


* 

lis 

years,  as  be  seized  his  teacher  aa  with  others  by  the  inductive  method, 

solo  singer.     He  gradnatcrl  a  profes-  either    instinctively    or  otherwise, 

sor  of  music.    In  the  Spring  of  his  adopted  even  in  boyhood? 

tweDty>fourth  year  be    caught  coid   

and  ftom  the  effects  of  it,  in  the  Fall  Non. 

WM  trmnelated  to  a  higher  sphere.  Here  let  me  add  my  own  per^^onal 

which  he  prf>-omiiicutly  merited  by  tribute  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Sam* 

his  virtuous  and  moral  life.  uel  MacKenzie.    I  have  never  felt 

Enoch's  family  leaves  male  issue  that  full  Justice  has  been  done  his 

in  the  tiiird  generation  of  one,  memory.   It  is  perhaps  little  wonder 

John's  of  one  and  the  pmspect  of  that  in  his  later  years  when  his  mind 

only  one  for  the  fourth.    Then  the  had  become  broken  by  reason  of  the 

inquiry  may  be  raised,  has  Enoch's  infirmities  of  old  age«  poor,  old  and 

progeny  been  a  fallnret  Tea,  so  far  solitary,  that  to  rae  younger  and 

'    as  continuing  the  name  is  concerned ;  more  unthinking  portion  of  the  com- 

but  to  the  public  weal  certainly  not,  muntty  he  should  have  become  some- 

Dor  to  themselves.    For  John's  fam-  what  of  an   object  ot  merriment, 

ily,  which  is  now  piomiueutiy  under  Then  he  thought  he  could  siug.  It 

consideration,  a  family  of  seven  did  seem  strange,  when  there  were 

boys  set  fldloat  in  the  world  without  so  many  things  he  could  do.  that  he 

the   helm    pven    of   an  elementary  rnipht  almost  bo  culled  a  j^enius,  that 

education,  amidst  the  temptutionb  of  he  should  take  more  pride  in  his 

Liieir  surroundings,  not  one  of  them  musical  ability  than  in  anything  else* 

fell  into  vicioas  liabits,  nor  at  any  This  was  one  of  tbe  strange  contM- 

time  in  their  lives  were  nnder  the  dictions  of  human  nature, 

influence  of  iutoxicunts.  or  partici'  But  years  ago,  when  in  his  prime, 

pants  in  the  popular  vicen  ;  but  each  it  has  been  told  me  that  no  man  was 

and  all  striving  to  supply  their  de-  mdre  respected  in  town  than  Bfr. 

ficiencies  of  early  schooling,  or  for  Samuel  MacKenzie.    He  represented 

the  love  of  study  and  knowledge  and  Topsfield  in  the  legislature  in  1852 

to  be  able  to  demonstrate  it  to  then)-  and  was  a  mirnber  of  the  board  of 

selves.    Their  lack  of  an  ambition,  selectmen  in  1863-4-5  and  ti. 

seemingly  to  tarn  It  to  a  financial  And  as  far  as  I  personally  knew 

account,  would  soggest  that  their  him  and  have  been  able  to  ascertain ; 

acquisitions  came  too  Irtte  in  life,  Topsfield  was  amply  justified  in  her 

passed  its  ambitious  period  for  pub-  selection.    Peculiarities  he   bad  in* 

lie  notoriety.    Or  may  be,  by  virtue  deed.    His  opinions  often  had  the 

of  an  ante  natoral  law,  certainly  in  cmdeness  of  the  solitary  stadent ; 

mechanics,  how  in  other  branches?  there  was  also  In  his  character  a  cer- 

Some  were  defective  in  metaphysics  tain  Scotch  obstinacy  and  perversity 

while  others  journeyed  on  to,  if  not  of  opinion,  which  was  often  most 

through,  ooeolt  science.     Was  it  trying  even  to  his  friends.  Never- 

fbat  a  part  adhered  to  a  deductive  theless,  he  was,  I  believe  in  moral 

process  of  investigation,  to  which  the  character  and  religious  principle,  far 

Scotch  80  pretinacioualy  cling?  Or,  above  the  ordinary  individual.  I 
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fiud  it  dillicull  to  put  ia  words  just 
tbe  impKBsioD  which  in  this  respeet 
he  always  made  upon  me.  **Bzcept 

ye  become  as  little  children,  ye  can- 
not enter  the  kingdom  of  hearen.** 
It  was  this  childlilieuesii,  thin  sim- 
plicity of  Integrity,  which  I  felt  la 
him.  I  have  never  seen  It  in  the 
same  degree  in  any  other  individual. 
He  woe  guUeleas,  honorable  and 
high-mfiided,  ■imply  beeanee  he  could 


not  help  it.  To  bim  there  was  no 
other  ooune.  It  ie  a  broad  state- 
ment, not  to  be  made  lightly,  yet  I 

think  I  am  justified  in  saying  that 
Mr.  Samuel  MacKenzie  never  did  a 
mean  thing.  Surely  a  worthy  de- 
aoendent  of  the  'Scottish  High- 
landers. 

^'Nowhere  beats  the  heart  SO  kiadly 
As  beneath  the  tartan  plaid. " 
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BAPTISMAL  RECORDS  OF  THE  CHURCH  IS 

TOPSBIBLD. 


FROM  THE  BEGINNING  OF  THK  MINISTRY  OF  TUE  UEV.  UANIKf>  ltKlSCK» 
HOVSMBSR  17,  1779,  UirriL  TSK  DmOSSAI.  MAT  6,  1841, 


COMMUNICATED  BY  GEO.  FR8.  DOW. 


"On  the  17th  day  of  Novembor,  1779,  Came  the  Rev"'* 

 Chandler  of  Rowley  west  Parish ;  and  the  Kev"*^ 

George  LcssHe  of  Lyne  Brook  Parish  in  Ipswich.  An  ]  I  lie 
Rev*"*  Eliziir  Holyoake,  Pastor  of  the  first  Parish  in  Box- 
ford.  And  the  Rev"*  Lothrop,  Paator  of  the  Church 

of  the  Old  North»  (so  call*)  in  BoBton,  and  the  Rev»*  John 
Tread  well  Ftostor  of  the  first  Church  in  Lynn,  and  the 
Rev»*  Benj*  Wadaworth  Paator  of  the  firat  Pariah  in  Dan- 
vers,  with  their  Delagates.  The  Solemnity  began  with 
Prayer*  Mr.  Tread  well  was  the  month  of  y«  Congregation. 
M'  Lothrop  Preached  the  Sermon  from  the  2*^  of  Co- 
rinthians, 4*^  Chapter  &  the  5***  verse : — for  we  Preach 
not  onr  Selves,  but  Christ  Jesiis  the  Lord,  and  ourselves 
y<iar  Serveiits,  for  Jesus  Sake.  Lesslie  gave  the  Charge. 
M""  Hulyoak  gave  the  Right  hand  of  fellowship.  M'  Chand- 
ler Priiy"'.  After  wards  a  SiiitAble  Hyme  was  Sung,  and 
the  Blessing  given  and  the  boleinniLy  Concluded." 
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BATTIBMe. 


Isaac  Aver  el  hisl^ike 

Nor' 

21**,  1779. 

It  being  tlw  llrat  Child  j*  Bev^  M'  Breck  Btp* 

tiMOiflar  bu  Ofdiiunloii 

Daniel  Boaronum      ins  John 

AO 

»• 

A  dan^^hter  of  Joba  Boardman  bj  j*  miM  ot  SUxa> 

beth 

A  child  of  Dan>  Hood  by  y*  name  of  Elizabeth 

Feby 

6,  1780- 

A  child  of  Jottftthaii  CSiApiiuui  of  linebfook,  by  j* 

uame  of  Jonathan  Pernitf,  tad 

A  

April 

A  child  of  Nathaniel  Flik  by  jr*  nflm"  of  1.'  Ila 

A  child  of  David  Towne  by  y*  naiue  ot  Davit! 

80, 

A  ciixid  of  Natbauael  Averill,  Juu^  by  y*  uame  of 

Anwwl 

A  child  of  Stephen  Townebj  y*  name  of  HcfMi^ 

AA 
%% 

A  child  of  John  Gould  by  y*  name  of  David 

Jane 

18, 

A  child  of  John  PerkliiH  by     name  of  Jolui 

July 

a*. 

A  child  of  Eben'  Qoodhae  by  f  name  of  Samael 

a  J 

•t 

A  chUd  of  Moms  Oonaiit  by  y*  bum  of  Lola 

id 

V  ja 

16, 

A  ehiid  of  Joha  Bwch  by  the  luuno  of  Bebofcia 

Angoat 

*>. 

ITumphrey,  a  son  of  Israel  Clark  Jun* 

27, 

Abigail,  a  dauf,'hler  of  Samuel  Fisk 

Nov. 

26, 

V                                                                            Jt              1  Vila 

Jam^,  a  son  of  £leazer  Lake  Juu' 

JauJ^ 

7,  1781. 

tenlii  dftui^tor  <tf  Robert  Bil<& 

March 

AS 

a»t 

Be^i  d>nghteir  of  Oliver  Fenaiu 

Apvfl 

». 

Daniel,  son  of  Ephralm  Towne  Jitn'" 

Susannah,  daughter  of  J  )seph  Tuwue  Jan' 

June 

17, 

Sarahi  danghter  of  Jacob  Towne 

July 

!•» 

John*  MD  of  ^nil*Bftle 

Aqgoat 

18, 

Bath,  dmgnter  of  Philemon  iroilMr  of  j*  Chh.  ia 

LinebrooK 

Sep' 

2, 

Moofiy  «»on  of  Dan'  Clarke 

<  t 

16, 

Bishop,  sou  of  Daniel  Boardman 

XT 

Not. 

11, 

Mary,  dftaghter  of  NathaaMl  SndCh 

18. 

BeoM,  daa^ter  of  Joha  Goold 

Fe>y 

10. 1788. 

Lydia,  dilgbter  of  Nathanael  Avendl 

March 

25, 

Ehenerer,  son  of  Nathanael  Flsk 

April 

14, 

Matte,  danghter  of  Moses  Conant  of  Linebrook 

May 

fi. 

Amos,  a  son  & 

Hitte,  a  danghter  of  Joha  Gould  Jaa' 

Aagt 

*, 

Sara,  daughter  of  Darld  Toinie  aad 

Allen,  a  fon 

Polly,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Porter 

Get 

8. 

Digitized  by  Google 


BAPTISMAL  RECORDS  OF  THE  OHUROH  IN  TOPSFIELD.  3 


Stapben,  a  son  of  Stap*  Tome 

Oct. 

S7, 178S. 

Polly,  a  (Innir'itor  .'k, 

Danif  l  rt  nn  oi  Daniel  Dodge 

Nov. 

10, 

aud  alao 

Bebekah,  dsoglitar  of  ZMeheiu  Gould  Jim' 

<* 

Anna,  daughtcdr  of  Zacdwus  Gk>ald  Job' 

Marcb 

8, 1780. 

Martha,  daujjhter  of  Jo«?cph  Crce  and 

William,  son  of  Philip  McKcnsie 

A  —  _e'a 

April 

80, 

Billy,  son  of  Oliver  Perkins,  and 

Stepben,  aon  of  Nattooul  Bntyi 

Maj 

4. 

Rachel,  daughter  of  Jacob  Towne  Jun' 

JDua 

M. 

Ruth,  dangbter  of  Ephrahn  Towne  Jon' 

July 

80, 

Sniiy,  ilnogbter  of  Samuel  Flak 

Angoat 

8. 

Bhoda,  dani^teia  of  David  Hobba 

«< 

w. 

Jacob,  aott  of  Benja*  ferlar 

Sep. 

81. 

Ruth,  daughter  of  .7obn  Gould  .Tnn' 

28, 

Mosps  Perley,  son  of  Daniel  Clarke 

Janr 

4.  1784. 

Daniel,  son  of  Daniel  Boardman 

«« 

18, 

Daiiial,  aon  of  Dantol  Bood 

FCbr 

mrlam,  idfo  of  O^p*  Nebamlab  Herrick,  and  tbeir 

children  in  the  foUoivliig  order: 

Polly,  a  daughter 

Hannah,  a  daughter 

Joseph,  a  son, 

Edy,  a  dangbtar 

Nebnniah,  a  aon 

The  above  werebapti/od  nt  fap'  lhir!<k'«-'  hotise 
on  account  of  hb  wile  it  %veak  4  decUuiug  slate, 
She  waa  at  the  same  time  received  into  ftill  com- 


monlon 

FeV 

8> 

Dorothy,  dmnghter  of  Nathanael  AtctIU 

April 

8. 

Dilly,  daughter  of  Robert  Baloh 

May 

16, 

David,  son  to  ^athana^  Fisk 

Juno 

6, 

John,  son  to  John  Dwlnell 

Agnst 

1*S 

Natbaaael,  aon  to  FIdlemoB  Footer  of  New  Boaton 

Ocf 

17, 

Joaaph,  son  to  David  TOWOO 

Nov* 

r^. 

Sam  1>  ni  i'htpr  to  Eleazer  Lake  Jnn' 

<• 

28, 

Elizabeth,  L>au|{hter  to  Zacheus  (rould  Jon'' 

March 

80.  1786. 

Mehitabel,  daughter  to  Joseph  Cree  A 

MeidlabeL  dangbler  to  BeoJaF  BnuBeraoD, 

Aprn 

8*, 

Samuel  Son  to  Samnel  Gould 

84. 

XUzabeth  daughter  to  fbilemon  Footer  of  j*  Chh.  In 

Unebrook 

22<*, 

4    BAPTI8MAL  REOOSDS  OF  TSB  OHUBOH  IN  T078FIBLD. 

George,  Son  to  David  Hobbs  July       81, 1785, 


Sara,  Daughter  to  Joseph  Towne  and 


John  Sob  to  FhUlD  HdCensle 

SI, 

• 

Jftcob.  Son  to  01lT6r  PterklM 

Sept 

11* 

John  Sou  to  Jolni  Gonld 

Elijah  Son  to  Stephen  Towne  and 

Polly  daughter  to  Ellsha  Fcrkius  , 

Oct' 

Betsy,  Daughter  to  Stepben  PMdy  and 

MoIIt  Dftnirhtflr  to  Dftdiel  Oonld. 

u 

Will'"  Sod  to  Moses  Conant  of  Liiwbrook 

1  < 

16, 

Ebenezer,  Son  to  Daniel  Dodge 

Nov* 

Mary,  Daughter  and 

Exra,  Son  to  Bm  FWldiis 

t« 

Jscob.  Son  to  Jaoob  Towne  Jnn' 

«( 

(t 

Jere  & 

Francis  son.*;  & 

Dorothy  a  daughLer  to  Benj™  Hood 

It 

90, 

Benj«»  son  to  Bcuja"'  Bmenos 

f« 

97> 

Nathaniel,  son  to  Ban  Feridna 

Janr 

29, 1786. 

Betsey,  Daughter  to  Dan'  Boardman 

March 

i9. 

Benjamin,  son  to  Robert  Perkins  3"i 

(1 

it 

Polly,  Daughter  to  Abraham  Hobbs 

April 

9, 

Bets^,  Daughter  to  Boliert  Balch 

«« 

Hoaes,  aon  to  Nathan*  ATerlll 

Jone 

96, 

Mehitebel,  dnuu'hter  to  Thonuw  Foster  of  Linebrook  Deeem. 

Joseph,  son  to  Joseph  Towne 

at  bis  house  the  child  being  dangerously  sick 

Feby 

1,  17»7. 

Eliaabetb,  daughter  to  Daniel  Breck 

11 

4« 

Lnc7,  danghtw  to  Sam^  Gould 

March 

Fanny,  dnujiihter  to  Stephen  Fwley 

It 

18, 

Nathan  A?nr's  .'c 

Abraham,  sons  to  Abraham  Foster  Jun' 

April 

Priaee,  daughter  to  Stephen  Perkins  Jun' 

by  7*  nev*  W  Holyoke 

June 

10, 

Lnko,  son  to  David  Townc 

it 

94. 

Nabby,  Daughter  to  David  I^  rkiii^  Tnn'^ 

July 

15, 

Jacob.  Daughter  (son)  to  John  DwinncU 

Sep' 

80, 

Huldab,  Daughter  to  Zach"  Gould  Juu' 

By  the  Rev.  If  Friable 

Nov. 

11, 

Mary,  Dnii^'Iitcr  to  Tho*  Porter 

Decem. 

2. 

Fdwfird  Allen  Son  to  Ditto 

Jany 

27,  1788. 

Daniel,  Son  to  Daniel  Brock 

FebrJ" 

17. 

Nabby,  Daughter  to  Abra"*  Foster  Jun' 

94. 
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Pnniel, 
Aaron, 

'    children  of  Aarou  KbmIaimI 


M&rch     a,  1788. 


Sanh,  daughter  to  David  Perkins  Jaa' 


"  •  30, 
April  1ft, 
May  18, 
JqIj  -  6, 
Oet  It, 


Amos,  wm  to  Robert  PerUns  Jun' 
Ndiemtali,  son  to  Aaron  Knatland 

Lydia  Daughter  to  John  Goold  Jon' 


Sosaniia  I^uighter  to  abmham  Hobbs 


May  26,  1788.  **Th6  Chh.  met,  A  having  attended  to 
the  renewal  of  the  pastoi^a  request  for  a  dinniaaion,  oon- 
Bented  to  it,  A  Toted  an  aooeptanoe  of  what  the  Gom*ttee 
had  prepared  as  a  recommendation.  They  then  proceeded 
to  the  choice  of  Jacob  Kimball  aa  Clerk,  to  record  the 
▼otea  of  the  Chh.  and  having  in  a  yerj  affectionate  &  sol- 
emn manner  anited  In  pniyer,  the  pastor  A  brethren, 
parted."   

TTopefield,  November  ISth,  1789.  This  day  convened 
the  Reverend  Gentlemen  before  requested  to  sit  in  coan* 
oil,  (M'  Oliver  excepted)  with  the  delegates  of  their 
<ihardies»  &  ordained  M*^  Asahel  Huntington  to  the  pa^ 
toral  office  in  this  place. 

M'  Nott  [of  Franklin,  Conn.]  made  the  introdnctoty 
prayer — Hart  [of  Preston,  Conn.]  Pk«acbed  a  sermon 
from  Heb.  12"*  1"  "Wherefore  seeing  we  also  »re  com- 
passed about  with  so  greiit  a  cloud  of  witnesses" — M' 
Sraitli  [of  Middlcloii]  inudo  the  consecmting  prayer — M"" 
Cleaveland  [of  Ipswich]  gave  the  charge — M""  Holyoke 
[of  Boxford]  gave  the  right  hand  of  Fellowship— M""  Dana 
[ot  ipswicb]  made  the  concluding  prayer." 


Esther,  daujiliter  to  Robert  Perkins  JttD*  .fftn.      17">,  1180u 

Zaccbcasi  sou  to  Zaccheus  Goald  J'  Feb.  2a">, 
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II 

If*, 

<* 

Jan. 

9*, 

Feb. 

MMreli 

Aug* 

<< 

Jan. 

Aug** 

Ocf 

44 

<l 

«« 

Jane 

8*07,  Daogter  of  Bteplieii  Ftttaj  FalK  IS*.  1790. 

Lucy,  DanghtCT  to  Benj"  Emorson,  Boxford, 
Lucy  Kimball  I'erU-y,  Daughter  to  Solotnoii  I'l  rley 

of  Boxford  offers  for  Baptiam  by  Jacob 

BiBilMll  gmdlMlMr  to  7*  ohild, 
Ifthimlol,  Son  to  Dttilel  Bomlnuui 
Thoinas,  son  of  Thomas  Porter 
John,  a  Sod  of  Abraham  Foster  Jan' 
Asa,  son  of  Aaron  Kneeland 
Dftvld,  1011 4^  John  CMd 
Dttvld,  son  of  DtTld  FnrUna 
Allen,  Son  of  Robert  Balch 
Jacob,  Hon  of  John  Hood  Jnn' 
Hannah  Potter,  Daughter  of  Stephen  Perkins 
RUjah.  son  of  TlioniM  Porter 
frn,  nion,  A 

Sally,  a  Daughter  of  Daniel  Porter 
Humphrey,  a  son  of  Zac  Gonid  Ja' 

A  child  of  Daniel  Bordiuans  June  1793. 

Bnmuel,  Son  of  Aaron  Kneeland 
Am,  eon  of  Snmnel  Ooold 
Patty,  Daughter  of  John  Gould 
Nchemlah,  son  of  Nchomiah  Hoaveland 

 of  Stephen  Perkins  Anj;^ 

Bradstrect,  son  of  Benjamin  Emerson  Sept. 
Qjalhln  CSnnunlngn,  Dnogliter  of  j* 

Ber*'  Joseph  Cu minings  Disceascd 

By  y«  wife  of  i{oi)ort  Pexidna Jon' 

Jolin,  Sou  of  E/ra  Terkiu:^  Oct' 
John,  Sun  uf  Juhn  Uood  Juu' 
SaaraeltSonof  Awon  Gonsnt 
Snnlon,  Dughfeeirof  Aaron  Oonant 

Aaron,  Son  of  Aaron  Conant 

Aiethea,  Daughter  of  Asahcl  Ilimtin^ton  March  I7M. 

Nehemiah,  Son  of  Robert  Perkins  Jun'  April 
Benjamin,  Son  of  JaoobTowne  Jnn' 

Jobn,  Son  of  Zaccheoa  Gould  If  ay  1790. 

■Rstpr,  Danrrhtcr  of  Samuel  Gould 
Sie|)hen,  Son  uf  Stephen  Perkins 
Mary,  Daughter  of  £Uaba  Perkins 
Claxiaaa  * 

Beatsy,  Danghton  of  Coradlos  GonkI  Angat 

Anna  &. 

Bnth.  Twina,  Daughters  of  John  Hood  Jf 
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Benj&uiin.  Son  of  Joseph  Cree 

Elisabeiii,  Daughter  of  Joseph  Cree 

Jolui,  •  wm  of  Jtweph  Cne 

Natlukiiifll,  Bon  of  A«ioii  Conank 

Elisabeth,  Daughter  of  Ezra  DerUns 

John,  Son  of  John  Gould  J' 

William  Addla,  Baptized,  offered  bjr  EUezer  Lake 

Blifllia,  Son  of  Anihal  Hmtlnglon 

Bel^j,  Dangbler  of  Stoplien  Perkins 

Humphry,  Son  of  Zacchens  Gkmld 

William.  Son  of  M'.  Tenny 

Betsey,  Daughter  of  Robert  Ferklna  J* 

William  Neal,  8<m  of  Nebenlah  CloawHand  Baq 

David,  Son  of  John  Hood  J* 

William  Porter,  Son  of  AnronKneeland 

Asnliel,  Son  of  Asahel  Huntington 

Betsey,  Daughter  of  Deac.  John  Gould 

Joseph  Porter,  son  of  Cornelias  Gould 

Blaasar,  Son  of  Zaedians  Goold 

Sally,  Daughter  (  f  Samuel  Gould 

Richard,  a  son  of  John  Hood  J' 

Hezeklab,  Son  of  A»ahel  Huntington 

Mercy,  Daughter  of  David  Perkins  J' 

Sarah,  Danghtw  of  Ifoflot  Averell  deceased 

Ijdta  1 

Phebe    V  Dan^ters  of  Hoses  Bradatreet 

Cynthln  i 

Mary,  Daughter  of  Juhu  Uuotl  J' 
David 
Nabby 
Samuel 
Pamela 
Sylvester 
Hiram 
Moses  A 

Tiumelcl  I  Children  of  Simon  Oonld  J» 

Sally  ) 

Mary,  Daughter  ot  Juhu  liulch 
Chariaa 
PoUj 

Wesley   V  CUldran  of  Thomaa  Puklna 

Irena 
Hiram 
Fhaba  'k 

Anna    j  I^i^ighfeera  of  John  BatcbeUtar  J' 


Yehy  8"',  1796. 
April 

Maj  16tt, 

Oet.  99^, 

Sept.  17"',  1797. 

Oct'  7"', 

Jany  14^1',  179«. 

May  90>k, 

Jinic 
August 

June  1799. 
July 

AngaatM*^, 
Not' 

August  17«*>,  1800. 


Children  of  Davld4Hitty  Cummings  March    29, 1801. 


Maj  8l^ 


Aag« 


SeptF 


Digitized  by  Google 


Dan^ilera  of  Thmn*  Vofl«r 


8    BAimMAI*  BMOOBDB  OF  TBM  OHUSOH  IB  TQFBFISLD. 

WHllnm,  Son  of  Aaron  ConaTit 
Cynthia.  Daughter  of  Kli  Brown 
Eunice,  Dttughier  of  Moses  Bradstreet 
Sanili,  DMiglit«r  of  Jobn  B«lcli 
Fanny,  Dftiigbter  of  Ooniottiis  CkraM 
Ennlce,  nanjjliter  of  Zncchens  Gould 
Mnrv,  Daughter  of  N.  Cleaveland  £»4' 
Anna  \ 
Lydia 
SaUy 
Phebe 
Polly 

Kobert,  Son  of  Robert  Lake 
HmuiiIi,  Daughter  of  BoberC  Lake 

Polly     J  Jonas  Merrlam 

Thomas  Wendal  Dnrtint,  a  boy  indented  tU  of  «ge 

to  Jonas  Merriam 
Haxy  Ann,  Daoghter  of  AathtH  Huntington 
Mrs.  LiK7  Vrtend  4 
Sally  Frlrnd,  Daiiuhter  of  Lncj 
Rtcluird,  Sou  of  John  Hood 
PoUy,  Daughter  of  Sam'  Gould 
Sfunael  White,  Son  of  Simon  Gonkl 
JooM,  Bon  of  Jonas  Iferrlnm  A  Melittable  his  Wife 
Bnthy 

Ifczcklah  Balch 

liebecca 
iiobert 

Mary 

Jane  Searl,  Psq^ter  of  Thorn"  Tennj 

John  & 

El)enozt 


ucv 

II 

«l 

May 

9*k,  1801. 

Jnlj 

II 

14 

August  I5^t 

41 

14 

8epft^ 

Nor* 

<< 

<  < 

April 

S*',  1808. 

14 

10">, 

Jane 

13^ 

41 

II 

Children  of  John  Poridas  4  Sarah 
his  Wife  Sept' 


^  I  twin  Sobs  of  Nehendah  CleATelnndBsq'  Ksrdi  IS*^,  [1804.] 


Beujamiii  Couaut,  sou  of  David  I'orkins 

May 

l3«^ 

JsQOb  Ferklns,  son  of  Jsoob  TOwne  8* 

<4 

J<din«  A  SOB  of  John  Porkiiis 

Jane 

1808. 

Jobn  Cnpen,  Son  of  John  Balch 

28'>, 

OeorKc,  Son  of  .lohii  Hood 

Oct' 

5tli 

Elijah,  8uu  of  Siuion  Gould 

Decemb^ 

BUJsh  Per  Una,  Son  of  Zehnlon  Perkins 

Hay 

7*^,  1808. 

Blishs  Lord,  son  of  Nehemlsh  ClesTolsad  Bsq' 

Sepf 

Jo!in,  ft  son  of  John  Wright  deceased 

Mary,  flnnu'litcr  of  Jacob  ToAvne  iU'* 

26"', 

Jouaihau  Kuowiuju,  son  of  Thos  Perkins  Ju' 

J  any 

16*",  1807. 

George,  son  of  John  Hood 

Jnly 
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Hehfliiilali,  MS  of  JobnBaleh 

Ezra,  son  of  Jacob  Towne  Janior  June      12,  1806. 

Thorndike  Os<rood,  son  of  Simon  OooUl  Oct'  28'', 

Lucy,  Daughter  of  Jolm  Uood  S«pt'    'H^^,  1809. 

Baptkad  fliB  CMdron  of  Bmlal  WUdM  A 

Baiil[e]6  hie  Wife  By  fhe  foUowlqg  iuubm,  tIs:— 

Joshua 

Sally 

Thomas 

■ 

larael 

MeMtabto  Not*  16«>, 

Wtniam  Porter,  ion  of  Aino9  Gillop  Sept.  80*^, 

SteplxMi  ivrkios,  eon  of  Bdwiwd  Hamniood  Lately 

deceased  Sept^  1811. 

Sarah  Manning,  adolt,  Daughter  of  John  Manning 

eeq.  of  Ipswich  Jan.    81**,  1811. 


Baverond  Asahel  HuDtington  diet!  April  22<*  1913,  aged 
5S  years,  one  month  and  five  days, "  afler  haviog  served  as 
the  afieetionate,  faithful  and  beloved  Pkwtor<tf  the  Ghnrcfa 
of  Christ  in  Topsfield  twenty  two  years  and  five  months— 
his  praise  was  in  the  Ohnrches.** 


Elisabeth  ^ 


^y^^^^       \  ChUdMB  of  Samoel  Todd  July    IV»^,  1816. 

Samuel  ' 


Children  of  Jonae  ft  Sarah  Warren      **  88*, 


Akthea 

Lonise,  adult  danghter  of  Jonae  Warren  SeptF  1811L 

Caleb  Kimball,  adnlt  Hot' 

Sarah 
Parker 
Haniet 
Chailee 
Lndndn 
Adeline 

John  Peabody  jun.  adult  May     31'<,  1818. 

Widow  Elisabeth  Walte 

Aognetlne  Symonde  eon  of  John  Peabody  )nn. 

£Uiabeth  }  Widow  Elisabeth  Waite 

8 
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L^dia  Bradslre«t,  dnogliter  of  Nebemiah  A  Lydla 
Perkins 

John,  son  of  Samuel  and  LydiaTodd  Jane  1817. 

Kcbecca  Gallup,  adult  Nov'  1818. 

Sarah 

Children  of  Thomas  Perkins  Jun.  and 

Sarsb  kts  wife  **  ** 


Caroline 
EUeaiieth 

Thomas 

by  ReV  Isaac  Bramin 


Benjamlu  Fiauklin-k  .     .  ^« 

nahacca  I  Children  of  Eenjamln  and  Re- 

l^Anu  )      beoca  Perkins  Aug.  8M819. 


**Th6  town  having  concunc d  with  the  clih.  in  the  ap- 
pointmeiit  of  the  day  for  the  ordination  of  Bodney  Gove 
D^niiU,  an  eocleBiastioil  Council  mot  at  Topafiold  on 
Wednesday,  Oct.  4,  1820,  agreeably  to  letters  missive 
from  the  chh.  in  Topsfield,  requesting  them  to  assist  in 
ordaining  Mr.  Rodney  Gove  Dennis  over  them  as  their 
Pastor.  \ 

Present  Pastors  Delegates 

Chh.  in  Haiiihleton,   —   Br.  Whipple, 

South  Clili.  Ipswicli,  Rev.  Dr.  Dan;i,         Br.  Dsiy, 
First  Chh.    Do,      li«v.  David  Kimball.  Br.  M«>se.s Lordi 
FirtJtChh.  Diinvers,  Rev.  Dr.Wadswoi  tli,  Hi  .  i'uiuaiii, 
Sec.  Chh.  Rowley,  Rev.  laaac  Br:iiiiaii,     Br.  Adams, 
First  Chh.  Bo.xford,  Rev.  David  Briggs,    Br.  Per  ley, 
Chh.  in  N.  Ipswich, 

N.  H.,  Rev.  Richard  Hall,  

Chh.  in  Newl>ury- 

port,  — — — -    Br.  Pcttengal, 

Chh.  in  Middleton,  Br.  Symonds, 

The  council  beiu<!:  organized,  Uie  Rev.  Joseph  Dana, 
D.D.,  woa  chosen  moderator,  &  the  liev.  I.  Braman, 
Scribe. 
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The  moderator  addresMd  the  throne  of  grace.  Docu- 
ments were  then  read  testifjing  the  call  from  the  chh,  A 
people  in  Topefield  to  Mr.  Dennis,  &  his  answer  in  the 
affirmative  to  the  same.  The  candidate  then  heing  VKam" 
\^  ined,  it  was  voted  nnaiiimously,  that  the  council  are 

satisfied  of  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings  of  the  chh.  & 
Town  relative  to  the  settlement  of  Mr.  D.  A  also  with 
his  qualifications  as  to  piety  &  knowledge  for  the  sacred 
ministry ;  &  that  they  will  proceed  to  ordain  him  as  soon 
as  may  be  over  the  fdih.  &  people  in  this  place. 
Voted)  That  Bev.  Mr.  Braman  make  in.  prayer. 

Rev.  Mr.  Hall  preach  the  sermon. 
Rev.  Dr.  Dana  make  ordaining  prayer. 
Bev.  Dr.  Wadsworth  [make]  chaige. 
Rev.  Mr.  Briggs  [give]  Rt.  Hand. 
Bev.  Mr.  Kimball  address  the  chb, 
■  &  conclude  by  prayer. 
*  Voted,  to  proceed  at  i  paat  10  ooloek." 


CSlTin 

BUttbetb     ChUdFea  of  WUllsni «  Klizsbetti  Co- 

Ruth  nant  Hot.     19, 18S0. 

Lonis 

Nehemiah,  sou  of  Ni  bfiniiih  i  Lydia  Perkins,  April      20,  1821. 

Mary,  daughter  of  iioduey  U.  &  Mary  Denuts,         Jan,       20,  IH22. 
Marjt  tnfknt  dangbfier  of  Sand  &  Lydla  Todd,        Maroh  8, 
Uary  Elizabolh,  Infant  danghtar  of  John  &  Mary 

Perkins 

Abigail,  infant  daughter  of  Thomas  &  Sarah  Fer- 

kins,  Nov.  10, 

Plieb«  Wtldea,  infant  dnngliter  of  Nehenriah  *  LydIa 

Perkins,  Dec.  SS, 

Theo^lri^K  Dennia,  Infant  danghterof  B.  O.  &  M.  F. 

Deuals,  May       18, 1823. 

BUzabetb  AAbj,  bifiat  daughter  of  Beaja.  4  Re* 

beoca  Perkina,  Jane  1, 

*Ku  furtlior  rcconl  apiieurs  of  thu  prucuedingti  uf  the  unliiiMliuu. 
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Thomas  Emerson,  Infant  child  of  James  &  Lydia 

Stearns  of  Salem,  Jmitt      15»  188S. 

Both  Qotild,  daughter  of  Joseph  Oonld,  July  18> 

Buth  Gould,  infant  daughter  of  Bee.  SemL  &  Lydia 

Todd,  Aug.  10, 

John  Brown,  child  of  Capt.  John  &  Peabody,  Jaly        4,  1824. 

Jeese  Appleton  & 

Jane  Abigail,  Infant  diUdren  of  B.  O.  &  IC  F. 

Dennis,  18, 
David  Peabody,  son  of  John  &  Lydia  Peabody,        Aug.  15, 
Austin,  hif  aut  child  of  Neliemiah  &  Lydia  Perkins,      **  " 
Benjemln,  Infant  child  of  8aml  &  Ljdia  Todd,      Dec.  26, 
Mary  Jane,  infant  daughter  of  Thomaa  &  Sarah 

Perkins.  July      10.  1825. 

Eunice  Commlngs,  infant  daughter  of  William  and 

BUxabeth  Cooant,  [Lyudebrook]  "  '* 

Rodney,  infant  child  of  B.  O.  4  M.  P.  Dennis,  April  a,  1816. 
Moees  Bradstreet,  infant  child  of  Nehemlah  ft  Lydia 

Perkins  Ang.  20, 

Mrs.  Elka,  wife  of  Mr.  EUulia  Perkins  Jr.  Oct.  1, 

Edward  Augnatne,  Infant  child  of  Benja.  ft  Behecca 

Perkins,  May  18,1897. 

Joel  Rogers,  son  of  Mr.  John  Peabody,  July  St, 

Joslah,  son  of  late  C&pt.  Eben'r  Peabody  **  " 

Hiram  Knedaod,  and 
Cynthia  Hobbs,  and 

Bhoda  Cummings.  children  of  Ifir.  George  ft  Mre. 

Mary  Hobbs,  29, 
Joseph,  infant  child  of  K.  G.  Dennis.  April     13,  1828. 

Bnth  Lamaon,  Infant  child  of  Nehemlah  ft  Lydia 

Perkins,  "  " 

Mehitahl  -  hifnTitr.liild  of  I)e:i.  S.  Todd  May  4, 

Esther  Wlldeis,  infant  daughter  of  Jeremiah  Stone, 

M.D.  May        3,  1829. 


Rev.  Rodney  G.  DenaiB  upon  his  own  truest  was  dis- 
miMcd  from  the  pastoral  office  in  Topsiield  by  a  Council 
of  Churches  held  May  6,  1829.  The  relations  existing 
between  Church  and  pastor  were  dissoWed  on  May  18, 
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.  BdwRxd  V9xkw,  InfMit  aon  of  tLat*  Bodney  O. 
Dennis  and  Mary  P.  Dennla  -was  b^lattd  by 
tbfl  father  of  the  child  April  25*^,  1880. 

Attest.  N.  Clbavsland,  Clerk. 


Bey.  James  F.  McEwen  formerly  settled  over  the 
Church  in  Bridport,  Vermont,  was  installed  pastor  of  the 
Church  ill  Topsfield  on  May  5,  1830.  Nine  churches  were 
represented  by  pastor  and  delegate  in  the  ecclesiastical 

couucih 


William  Gunnison  on  his  own  account  Sept.       5«  1880. 

Huldah  rikc  (wife  of  Benja.  F.  Jr.)  lier  owu  ac- 
count **  " 
Sumii  Cmiimfngs  Jr.  her  own  icoonnt  **  ** 

Alpheos  Justus  Pike  & 

Alethinn  Philetin  Pike,  onseeoant  of  Hnldah,  wife 

of  Hfnj"  IMke  Jr.  Oct.r.  24, 

WiiUam  Bradiitreet  on  bis  own  account  Nov  7, 

Ebeneser  Peabody  "     "  "  «» 

Perley  Balch  Jr.  "  "  " 

Ronjnmin  IIowc       *'  "       *'  "  " 

Thninfn  Ftir^iison     "    "     *'       "  '  •*  »• 

Abigail  Wildeij  (wife  of  Humphrey  W)  her  own 
account 

Susan  CammlDgB  (widow)  on  her  own  aoconnt 

Priscilla  Rradstreet  (widow)  on  In  r  own  account       "  " 
Mary  Perkins  (Dan.  of  Ellslia^    ti  )ut  own  account     ♦*  *♦ 
Iluldab  W.  Perkins  (Dau.  of  Liijuti ;  on  her  own  ac- 
count **  <* 
William  Thomas  Onnniaon 
Elisha  Washington  Gnnnlson 
Mary  Ann  riunnison                 Cliildron  baptized 
John  Harrington  Gunnison     i  on  account  of  thoir 
Daniel  Lu  ngrcen  Qtmntaoa       father  W"  Onnnteon  Deo'      2 , 
Lydia  Smith  Gnnnlaon 
Lucy  Elizabeth  Qonnison 
William  Rea       on  his  own  account                  Jaar       8,  1881. 
Israel  Bea  Jr.      "                "  "  " 


<«  t« 
««  «« 
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Dudley  Perkins    on  Ms  own  accoviiit  Jaox  9» 

Amos  Perkins  Jr.  •*  "  "  "  •« 
Lucy  Peahody  (Dan.  of  Widow  Mercy)  her  own 

account  "  ** 

Hitry  Ann  Feabody  (Daq.  «une)  her  own  aooovnt  '<  ** 
Mary  Cook  Iw  own  account  ** 
S  ir  ill  Urown  "  "  '* 

Kuiuce  K.  Adamf?  (wife «>f  Moody)  her  own  account  *•  •* 
Mary  Ann  Balcb  (wife  of  Neliemiali)  Iter  own  ac- 
count **  " 
Dolly  Pike  (Dau.  of  I?enja.)  h»  own  account  "  ** 
Eunice  Balcli  (I):iu.  of  Perl<'v^  "  "  ««  »• 
Ahigail  Perkins  (  of  Klijuh)  "  "  "  " 
Bartholomew  Couaut  on  liiu  own  account  March  6, 
John  Lamson  '*  **  **  "  '*  ** 
John  Conant  Jr.  "  «*  **  *• 
Benjamin  Pike  Jr.  "  «• 
Nathaniel  Wells         "    "  " 

Humphrey  Balcb       **         "       •»  " 
Sarah  Balch  (wife  of  Perley)  her  own  account         **  " 
M«rcy  Bea  (wife  of  John)      "    "  " 

Eunice  Pradstrcct  (nvlfn  of  W")  her  own  account  •*  •* 
Mercy  Peabodj  (Dau.  of  Wid.  Mercy)  her  own  ac< 

count  *•  •* 

EUsabetli  Feabody  (Dan.  of  Wid.  Mercy)  her  own 

Boconnt  **  ** 

Porter  Bradstrcet  on  his  own  account  Hay  1, 

Nancy  Towne  (Avife  of  Dan')  her  own  account  *•  ** 

Mehltable  Br[ajdstreet  (wife  of  Porter)  her  own 

aocoont  '*  '* 

ISonlce  Stiles  her  own  acconnt  **  ** 

Lucy  Gilc       .«  <«  « 

£liza  Bradstreet  (Daughter  of  Dudley)  her  own  ac- 
count "  ♦» 
'  Sarah  Bradstreet  (Daughter  of  Dndley)  her  own 

acconnt  **  " 

Rnth  Rea  (Daughter  of  Israel)  her  own  account  **  ** 
Abigail  Bradstreet  (Daughter  of  William)  her  own 

account  " 
Sarah  Bradstreet  (wife  of  John)  her  own  account  July  3» 
Asahel  Huntington  Todd,  on  account  of  Father 

Dea.  Sam»  Todd  "  17, 

Caleb  Kinibnll  Perkhm,  on  account  of  Parents  Na- 
thaniel &  Judith  Perkins  ** 


4t 


« 
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CtalldFoi  on  moconnt 
of  their  father  John 
Lamflon 


It 


«* 


Josiah  Bridge  Lam  son 
Alathcft  Huntington  Lnnisou 
Mercy  PerkluH  Laiuttoii 
Mftry  Ann  Lamson 

l>riscIlUAii«iifltol4an80ii      Lamaon  Aug* 

Johu  Augustus  Lamson 
Elbridge  Flske  Perkins  \ 

Kodney  Dennis  Perkins  |  CliUdrcu  on  account  of 
Lydto  Fbippen  V  HbtUr  pweota  Dudly  & 

Dadly  Qnlncy  FerUof  [  Sarah  PttiUns 
Mary  Elizabeth  Perkins ) 

Ann  Maria  I^ke  ■»  Children  on  account  of 

John  Batchelder  Lake  >-  their  Mother  Phebe,  the 
Silas  Page  Lake         i  wife  of  SUas  Lake 
Robert  Cbannetl  on  hit  own  accoont  Sepf  4, 

Hannah  Balcb  (Dan.  of  David  B.)  her  own  account  "  " 
Sally  Balch  (Dau.  of  David  B.)       "  "         "  ♦* 

Elizabeth  Cynthia  Andrt^wi^,  on  account  of  ^hcr 

mother  the  wife  of  Joseph  Andrews  **  18, 

Elizabeth  Day  Bradatreet,  on  aeooont  of  her  mother 

widow  Priscilla  Bradstreet  "  *• 

Ruth  Father  GouhJ  I'crkins,  on  account  of  her 
Mulher  Lydia  Perldns,  wife  of  Nehemiah  Per- 
kins, October  IG, 
John  Dwtnnel 
David  Holt  Dwinnel 
Sarah  Perkins  P%vinnel 
Louisa  Ricliards  Dwiiiucl 
Hiphzibah  Sophia  Dwiuuel 
Esther  Mehltabla  Dwinnel 
WlUard  Adolphns  Dwinnel 
Prtscllla  Lamson  (wife  of  John)  on  hsr  own  ac- 
count Nov' 
Uannab  Perkins  (wife  of  David)  on  her  own  ac- 
count ■* 
Lola  Moore  (wife  of  Thomaa)  on  her  own  account  ** 
Abigail  W.  Ktanball  (wife  of  Be^J*)  on  her  own  ac- 
count *• 
Abigail  Wildes  (Daaghterof  Humphry )  on  her  own 

account  ** 
Harriet  Towne  (Daughter  of  Jacob  8')  on  her  own 

account  " 
Tflraol  Galhtp     on  his  own  account  Jaoy 
Abraham  T.  Pierce 


7, 1881. 


Children  on  account 
of  their  mother  Louisa 
Dwinndwlfe  of  John 
D. 


6, 


(i 


1,  1832. 
It 
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Richard  PlUllipt      on  tall  own  aoooont  Jaay     1.  18tti 

Joseph  Phillip-                     "  « 

Betsy  Gonld  (Daii.  of  Jc^ph)  ou  hm  owu  aoooont  **  ** 

Huy  J.  PhlUips  (Dau.  of  Klchard)             «  «•  " 

SttTAh  FUnfiM  (Bm.  of  Bloluad)       **      **  '< 

Mehirt]»ble  Batch  (Dau.  of  Pertaiy)     «      •*  "  " 

Lydia  I'eabody  (wifeof  J<rtlll)             *'       "  «•  ' 

Mary  Cross                                   ....  «• 

Muy  Monday  (wife  of  W"»)              *•      "  " 

KUttfaotli  OiUop  (wife  of  iRMl)             **  **  » 

T.jdia  B.  Knwrwm  (widow)            •*     "  " 

Harriet  J.  Emerson  (Dsn.  of  Widow  L.)  on  hot 

own  account  *•  •* 
LoU  B.  Carter  (wife  of  SylTMter)  on  her  owu 

aooonnt  '*  ** 
Iiydin  Bndfltiooi  (Dan.  of  Gap*.  Dodley)  on  Imt 

own  account  " 

AiJiitiiis  P.  Balch  (Dau.  of  Darld)  on  her  own  account  "  ** 
Benjamin  P.  Adams  on  hit  own  aocoonl              March  4, 

Xnnloa  B.  Wells  on  berown  aeoonnt  **  ** 
Uaiy  Ann  Cummlngs  (Dangliter  of  Widow  Sosnn 

C)  on  her  own  account  "  *• 
Sally  M.  Munday,  Daughter  of  W"*,  her  own  ac-  (? 

count  "        •*  ^ 


Betsey  Gonld  (Dnngliter  of  Andrew  G.)  ber  own 

count 

Benjamin  Adams  on  hiH  own  account  Maj  8, 

Lydia  Smith  on  her  own  account  **  *■ 

Lucy  M.  Wllklns      •*  •  »•  «* 

BlliabeflkC.  WUUns  «*  "    "       "  •«  " 

Qnstavus  Dorman  Pike  oti  account  of  his  porents 

Bcnj*.  Jr.  &  Huldali  I'ikc  Jnly  1, 

Abigail  Eimball  McEwen,  on  account  uf  hur  parunUt 

ihj  ndoptlon)  Bev«  Ja>.  7.  4  Bntrlet  C.  Mo- 

Bwen  ** 
Frederick  I'l-rley  on  his  own  nccoxint  " 
Sarah  Abi<;nil  Perkins  >  on  account  of  their  mother 
David  Perkins  /  Hannah,  wife  of  David  P.  Iff, 

Mary  Ann  Whiting  Moore,  on  aooonnt  of  her  mother 

Lois  Moore  the  wife  of  Thomss  M.  Soptr.'  !•> 

Kdwln  1).  Snnborn  on  his  own  account  Jnlj        T»  18SS* 

ArntT  Avcrell  on  her  own  uccount 
Benjamin  Flavins  Pike,  on  account  of  his  parents 

Ben)*  Jr.  ft  Hnldsb  Vike  98, 
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Dndlej  Braditraet    «  On  Mooat  of  tbdr  mothtr 

Jolui  Bradstreet        l    Sarah  Bradstreet,  the  wife 
Israel  Rea  Bradstreet  J     of  John  Tirad«t  reet  October  SO,  188ft. 

Tiaomaa  FrankUn  Ferguson  ou  account  ol'  bin  parenUi 

ThM,  4  Biddah  Fergoson  ** 
Oftioliiie  L.  Hart oa btr  ownicoouit  Jav       S»  16M. 

Mary  Aun  Perkins  nn  nrcnnnt  of  her  aiOtlMf »  Hta* 

nah.the  wife  of  Davui  Perkins  July  18| 

Susan  Alzea  Stone  ou  account  of  her  father  Doctr. 

Jer.  Stone  •*  fO» 

AntluiM  Slisabeth  Ptke  im  nocoont  of  ber  povoali 

Bcnjn.  Jr.  &  Ilnldah  Pike  Angt  U, 

£beoezer  Peabody  on  account  of  his  parents  Eben* 

eaer  &  Abigail  Peabody  June      21, 1836. 

Bdwin  Aqgnsttno  Feabo(|y  on  nooonnt  of  hit  fntlier 

Aogostlno  8.  Penbo47  ** 
Jacob  Symonds  Peabody  on  aooonnt  of  Us  ftifber 

Augostine  S.  Pea}>o<ly  Ju^       84,  1886. 

George  Winslow  Dwiuuel,  on  accoant  of  his  mother 

Lonisa,  the  wlfo  of  Joltn  Bwlnnel  Oetr.  IS, 

Homo  WOdos  Stono  onnooomtof  hto  fitfher  Doetr. 

Jeremiah  Stone  Nor*  M, 

1  Jooinii  Peabody  Peridns  -j  on  account  of  their 

'  y  parents  Dudly&  Sarah 

Banind  Webster  Pttttnai  FWUna  Septr.     17»  UST. 

Bdmid  Hammond  Vorgoson  \  on  aooonnt  of  parents 

I  Thomas  &  Hnldili 
Ruth  AbiL'ai!  Fergtisou  J  Forfrtinan 

Harriet  Elizabeth  Batliiul^  ou  her  owu  accoant 
Lacy  Foster  on  her  own  aoooont 
Bllas  Putnam  Peabody  on  aoeonnt  (rf  bts  Flnrants 

Ebenezer  &  AbigaU  T^ibody 
Qoorgc  Cowls  I'erkins  on  account  of  hit  Parents 

Natiianiel  Jr.  &  Lucy  Perkins 
ChaiioMe  W.  TapUn  on  her  own  accoant 
Betsciy  Berklna,  wife  of  Amos  P.  on  ber  own  ao- 
ooont 

Bctst'v  Oonld  wife  of  Tho"  G.  on  her  own  account 
UanuaU  P.  Bradstreet  dau.  of  Porter,  on  her  own 
aoeonnt 

9  Tbomas  L.  Lana  on  bis  own  aoooont 

Robert  s.  Perkins  "  " 

Alva  Moil  1  toil  «•     »'  " 

Asa  Bradstreet  "  " 

8 
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July 

1,  1838. 

Septr. 
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Lydia  Bradstreet  (Dm.  of  W*»  B)  on  ber  own  ac- 

couut  May       a,  183!». 

Sophia  C.  ForUna  (Dan.  of  Amoe  P)  on  her  own  mo> 

oonnt  '*  ** 

Gatherine  C  Adams  on  iiccotint  of  iuv  parenta  BenJ* 

P.  &  Mary  Aim  Adams  "  12, 

Rosamond  P.  Ferguson  on  account  of  ber  parents 

Thomas  &  Hntdah  Pergnaon  **  " 

Thomaa  8.  Peabody  unacconnt  of  hta  father  An- 

gustlne  S.  Peabody 

William  G.  Peabody )  on  account  of  tbclr  mother 

\    Altiifra  the  wife  of  William 

George  W.  Peabody  )  Peabod}- 

Mehetable  F.  Adams  wife  of  Bunj'  F.  Adams  on  her 

own  account  July 
Frederick  Wallace  Perley  i  on  aoconnt  of  iMurenta 
Oreenleaf  Proctor  P«rtey  [    Frederick  AAlmlra  P. 
Susan  Ellon  Parley  J     Parley  Aug* 

Emerson  P.  Gould  on  bis  owu  account  Septem' 
Jonathan  P.  Qonld  **  **    *^     **  ** 
Ariel  11.  Gonid      "  »*    •*  <• 
Moses  J.  Currit  r    "   "  »• 
Henry  A.  Merriam       '*     *'  •* 
Janitts  K.  GiUord         *•     *•  *• 
Bllsabath  Slmond.^4  on  her  own  accoant 
Mary  A.  Gould 
Sally  F.  Gould 
Ann  Gould 
Roth  P.  Bafeehaldar 
Mary  B.  Munday 
Almirn  P.  Perley 
Isaiah  iM  Small 
John  A.  (iouid 

Rath  Lake 
BUxaO.  Adums 
El{zai)eth  A.  Gould 

Mary  Ann  E.  Cobnrn  on  her  own  account 
Catherine  K.  Wella  on  her  own  account 
Lacy  E.  Lake       *'  **  " 
Ilnldah  Florilla  Pike     \  on  account  of  their  par- 
Iiham»h  Evuiidah  Pike  >    ents  Benjamin  A  Huldab 
Amanda  iJolly  i'ike     i    Pike  February  IG, 

Abby  Wildes  Wright  on  aoooant  of  her  parents 

John  *  Ahlgail  Wright  May  17, 


<t 

tl 

4« 

t« 

t( 

it 

«t 

*( 

•« 

tl 

(« 

•  ( 

M 

*• 

»i 

(t 

tf 

»4 

*• 

1 1 

tt 

<• 

II 

ti 

bU 

(> 

•  t 

«« 

tf 

«t 

*« 

*t 

her 

it 

tt 

li 

t( 

l< 

I* 

1 1 

1  ■ 

«t 

1 1 

l« 
«« 
II 
l« 
*( 

M 
•t 

44 
it 

II 

tl 

Nov. 
•I 

.* 

i» 

4t 

(( 

Jany 


4( 


If 


25, 
I. 

14 
*( 
t( 
44 
44 
It 
41 
44 
41 
II 

■  * 

8. 
«• 

44 

44 
4( 

tt 

6.  1840. 
«« 


Digitized  by  Google 


BAPTiaMAL  RB00RD6  OP  THE  OROBOH  IN  TOFlVFIBLD.  19 


Minerva  Achsah  Pike  nn  uoomit  of  her  (Nurrats 

Bcnj*  (!i  Hutdah  Piko 
Lucy  Abby  Peabody  on  account  of  herparcnU)  EUo 

ii«ier  4  Abigail  Peabody 


Fobniary  14,  mi 


April 


1841.  May  5.  **The  pnstonil  nslation  of  the  Bey^ 
James  F.  McEwen  tc>  this  ehh.  closed  agreeably  to  the  re- 
sult of  the  CoQDcIl  of  February  last;  the  Ptoish  haying 
paid  him  liiw  italary,  A  two  hundred  A  fifty  dollars  of  the 
sum  awarded  him,  A  be  having  relinquished  one  hun- 
dred dollars." 
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1897, 


TOPSFIELU,  MA8S.  : 
Fubiiahed  by  the  Society, 
1897. 


CotitentQ. 

Rev.  Aasoa  MeLond,  ^iromHtpiMe, 

Newspaper  Items  Relating  to  Topsfleld,  1770-1800— oopled  by  ' 

Geo.  Fra.  Dow,  1 

HtotoHcal  Sketch  of  the  tf etbodbl  Bpitoopftl  Chnroh  io  TofM- 

fiekl— Mrs.  ClarlMa  Gluier,-  S4 

Life  aDd  Work  ot  He  v.  Aui^ou  McLoud — MUu  Helen  £.  Peabodj,  37 

Tofwfleld  and  Bowley  Village  Men  who  Took  the  0«thof  AUe- 

gUuMe  and  FideUtg^--8idney  Perley«  46 

Topefield  Bill  of  Estate,  1723-1725,  49 

TopeBeld  Connty  Bate,  1068,  61 

Topsfield  Town  £ecorda«  1684-1699— Geo.  Frs.  Dow,  53 

Deaths  in  Topalleld,  16ff8«1800— Geo.  Fra.  Dow,  101 

Lettera  from  a  Gold  Hnnter— Geo.  F».  Dow,  164 

The  Hewlett  Mills  and  the  Hobbs  Family — Miss  Maiietta  Clarke,  166 

Tireaaon  of  Lieot.  John  Goold— Bey.  Fiaoeia  A.  Foola,  174 
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Newspaper  Item®  Relating  to 

Topdfieicl. 

CopiKD  BT  Geo.  Fbs.  Dow. 

▼aliitbledfttordatiag  to  towns  Mid  pies  of  fine,  Uveljore,  •ztanMin 

individaals  oftentimee  finds  its  only  spatteriogs  all   over  the  pit,  that 

record  in  the  columns  of  the  news-  experienced  miners  hnv(i  doolnred  the 

paper.    The  following  items  cover  appearances  preferable  to  any  yet 

everything  directly  oonoMning  Tops-  dlMOTered  in  America. 
Held  foond  in  the  files  of  the  Salem  [Mass.  Spyl. 

nowBpnpor^  from  the  flnk  inoe  In  £$tem  gairtH,  M.  8,  l771. 

1768  to  the  year  1800,   

Abigail,  my  wife,  obatinntely  ro- 


To  be  SOLD,  fusing  to  coutinue  with  me  in  Obodi- 
A  piece  of  land  in  iopstield  con-  ence  to  marriage  Covenant,  in  that 
talning  aboot  7  aoree  boonded  refuses  to  bed  and  board  with 
southeasterly  on  land  laid  oat  to  ™e  ;  Therefore  these  are  to  forbid  all 
Francis  Cnbot,  southwesterly  on  Persons  from  harhotinn^  and  enter- 
land  of  Thomas  Syraonds  and  WUlium  taiuiug  the  suici  Abigail  as  they 
Rogers,  northwesterly  on  the  high-  woold  avoid  the  Penal^  of  the  Law : 
way  and  nortlieasterly  by  a  wall,  l^ut  if  the  said  Abigail  wlU  return  to 
For  further  particulars  enquire  of  Husband,  and  behnvr  fljrroojibly 
Pet*T  Frye,  Esq.,  in  Salem,  or  John  tier  marriage  station,  then  I  stand 
Brown  Merchant  in  Boston.  ready  to  forgive  all  former  pardon- 
JRmm  €hutUe,  Aug.  U,  1770.         offenoea,  as  fhoogh  they  had 

  never  been  :  Furthermore,  I  the  said 

""""^  Joseph  forbid  all  Persons  contracting 

Salem,  May  28«  1771.    Mr.  Sam-  any  Debts  with  the  said  Abigail,  for 

net  Town,  in  crossing  Topsfield  I  will  not  pay  one  Farthing  of  any 

River  in  a  Canoe,   last  Saturday  Debt  contracted  by  her  from  the  Date 

Se'nnight,  fell  over  and  was  drowned,  hereof* 

ilis  Body  was  found  the   Monday                       Joseph  Bradstreet« 
following.    He  was  between  60  <&  70      Topsfield,  1772,  July  30th. 
Tears  of  Age.                                   MB$e»  €hmm^  Avg>  4, 1772. 
JSSmsbb  €hm$U$^  Maif  28,  1771.   


DnD.  At  Topsfield,  on  Moodsj 

B<»ton.  Oct.  8,  1771.  We  learn  the  22d  Instant,  and  was  decently 
from  Toj)sneld  that  the  copper-mine,  interred  the  Thursday  following,  Mrs. 
sometime  since  opened  there,  at  12  Sarah  Feaaeoden  Consort  of  William 
or  15  feet  depth,  affords  sneb  aam*  fpsssndsn,  A.  M*  To  reflect  on  the 


2 


amiable  Deportment,  the  virtuous 
and  blameless  Life  and  Christian 
Conduct  of  the  Deceased,  must  ad- 
miniBter  that  CoiMolatioii  to  her 
sorrowful  Belict,  and  all  who  were 
nearly  concern f>d  in  her  T.iff  and 
Death,  which  cau  arise  from  no  other 
source. 

The  nemory  of  the  Joat  ia  blesud. 
Mtma  Gamut,  Mar,  80, 177S. 


A  Woman  at  Tops^ld,  privately 
procured  a  Line,  which  she  concealed 
til)  an  opporttinity  offered  for  ex- 
ecuting her  Design  ;  and  on  the  25th 
ult.,  she  was  found  hanging  by  her 
Neck,  dead,  in  her  Chamber. 

JSk$M  OamUe^  Jum  26,  177S. 


PiMOBBOlKOe  OF  THB  TOWW  OF 

TOPSFIELD. 

At  a  legal  Town  Meeting  in  Topii- 
fleld.  May  I8tb,  1778.— Agreeable  to 
an  Article  in  the  Warrant,  the  Town 
took  onder  Consideratioa  a  Letter, 
a  Pamphlet,  and  other  Papers  accom- 
panying the  same,  sent  to  this  TowD 
by  the  Committee  of  Correapondenoe 
of  the  Town  of  lioston,  contuining  a 
List  of  the  Rights  of  the  Colonists, 
and  of  this  Province  in  particular ; 
alao  a  Lisi  of  the  InfringemeDta  and 
Violations  of  these  Rights,  for  the 
Consideratioa  of  this  Towfi.  It 
being  near  the  close  of  the  Day.  a 
lloUon  was  made  to  chuse  a  Com- 
mittee,  to  take  under  their  Consider* 
ation  the  Letter,  dbc.  and  that  the 
Meeting  be  adjourned,  and  the  com- 
mittee to  make  a  draft  in  answer  to 
aaid  Letter  (if  they  shall  judge 
proper)  aad  to  lay  the  same  before 
the  Town  at  the  ■djouioment  of  the 
said  raetitinn:. 

The  Town  ciiose  a  Committee  of 


nine  Persons  for  the  Purpose  afore- 
said, and  adjourned  said  meeting  to 
the  Eighth  Day  of  June — June  8th, 
1778,  ^  Town  being  met  together 
on  the  Adjournment,  the  Letter, 
Pamphlet,  and  'other  Papers  being 
read  and  duly  considered,  the  Com- 
mittee tlieu  reported  the  foUowing 
Draft  in  answer,  Ac. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Town 
that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of 
iktston,  have  truly  and  justly  stated 
the  Bights  of  the  Colonists,  and  this 
Province  in  partioolar,  ss  first  their 
national  Rig;hts  as  men,  secondly 
their  Rights  as  Christians  by  the  Laws 
of  God,  and  thirdly  their  Rights  a« 
Sabjects  by  the  Coostitution,  all 
which  Rights  in  the  opinion  of  this 
town,  the  Colonists  in  general,  and 
the  Inhaf)itant8  of  this  Province  in 
particular  are  and  forever  ought  to 
be  tnily  and  justly  intiUed  to.  nnlesa 
by  their  own  Act,  they  forfeit  them. 
It  is  also  the  opinion  of  this  Town 
that  the  Infringements  and  Violations 
made  on  those  Rights  are  truly  and 
rightly  stated,  and  that  if  such  VIo* 
lations  and  Infringements  are  still 
continued  in,  it  will  prove  the  Ruin 
of  this  Province,  if  not  the  whole 
Continent  of  Amerioa,  and  we  fear 
the  whole  kingdom  of  Great  Rritian 
too ;  and  we  look  upon  it  tlie  Duty 
of  this  and  every  Town  in  this  Prov- 
ince, in  a  legal  way,  to  utse  our  and 
their  ntmost  endeavors  to  prevent 
the  execution  of  any  and  all  uncon- 
stitutional Act  or  Acts  that  has 
been  or  that  may  hereafter  be  made 
to  deprive  as  of  any  of  our  Just 
Bights  aod  Liberties,  or  to  take 
away  our  Property  from  us,  without 
our  Consent,  and  that  this  Town  in 
particular  will  be  ready  at  all  Times, 
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legal  way  and  manner,  to  defend  the 
life  and  Person  of  his  Majesty,  and 
.  the  Lives  of  our  BreUiren,  his 
Ma^tt^'u  loyal  ■objeeto,  and  tn  the 
s;imp  wav  to  preserve  and  defend 
our  own  lawful  Rights,  Liberties^ 
and  Propertiee  even  to  the  last 
BxtreMity. 

And  that  the  Thank^<  of  this  l  own 
be  given  to  the  Town  of  Boston^  for 
fbev  taking  snob  mrly  Oare  im. 
•Iftting  the  Rights  of  the  OoiOMttti» 
and  mnkintr  a  Representation  of  the 
lafringemeats  aiut  Violations  that 
ara  made  of  o«r  J«at  Rigbte  and 
Liberties. 

The  Town  voted  to  accept  the 
above  Report  by  a  great  majority, 
and  theo  ohoee  Gttpt  Samuel  8aittti» 
Capt.  John  Boardinnn.  nnd  r>pncnn 
John  (Tould  a  Committec  for  Corre- 
spondence with  the  Gomm^tee  of 
Oomapondence  of  Boatoa. 

Also  VDted,  That  the  Town  clerk 
transmit  uii  authenticated  copy  of  the 
foregoing  Votes  to  the  Comnuttee  of 
Ornnapondenoe  of  Boston. 

A  true  copy. 
Attest,  Elijah  Porter, 
Tom  olMk. 
JBum  OtaM^        tl,  1778. 


KoBHT  Dam    Fow  ridss  m 

Carrier  from  Salem  to  naverhi!!  He 
sets  off  from  S,  and  E.  HaU'a  Print- 
ing odico  at  uiue  o'Ciock  every  Tues- 
day Morning,  and  wUl  carry  Litten* 
Pnokrts,  and  mail  Bundles,  at  a 
rcasuuaiUu  iiate.  Any  person  may 
be  supplied  by  him  with  the  Essex 
OawttO  at  the  u^^ual  Price  of  6s.  8d. 
per  Anntim,  and  Is.  for  postage. 

JikMse  UcuiUe^  Juiy  19,  1774. 


Tbpalleld,  July  1«,  ini. 

Monday  the  11th  Instant  died» 
and  Yesterday  was  decently  interred, 
the  Reverend  Mr.  John  luuertKm, 
Pastor  of  the  Cbmrab  ia  lUs  TVm. 
He  was  n  Native  of  the  Town  of 
Newbury,  was  educated  at  Harvard 
College,  the  first  Uononrs  of  which 
he  received  fo  the  year  1726.  Soon 
after  he  went  into  thp  study  of  Di- 
vinity, and  was  settled  in  the  pastoral 
ottos  in  tUs  PIsos  sooMftioo  Id  tbo 
Month  of  November,  1728;  and 
continued  a  faithful  Labourer  in  the 
Grospell  Ministry  upward  of  46  Years. 

His  religions  Sentiaienti  irerstiio 
same,  for  Substance,  with  those  of 
the  good  old  puritanic  Christians  who 
iirst  planted  the  Gospel  in  New-Eng- 
land :  And  he  ever  lamented  and  bore 
his  ToBtimony  against,  as  a  real 
Apostacv  from  the  Spirit  and  Relig- 
ion of  our  pious  Ancestors,  the 
Growth  of  Principles  of  a  wry  dif- 
erent  Ca-^t  and  Tenrli  ncy.  which  of 
late  Years,  have  obtained  such  Foot- 
ing in  many  Parts  of  the  Land.  Hb 
Deportment  was  pleasant  yet  seriooa 
such  as  shewed  that  the  Religion  he 
profess^  habitually  inllueno^  both 
Ids  Heart  and  Ufe. 

His  Preaching  was  plain,  dose  and 
searching :  as  the  Points  he  prinei- 
pally  pursued  and  mainly  dwelt  on, 
were  sndi  as  related  to  experimental 
and  prnctii^nl  Rnlici^ton. 

His  sorrowful  surviving  Consort 
h&s  in  him,  lost  a  tender  husband ; 
his  Children,  an  affectionate  Fteent; 
and  the  People  of  hie  Chaige  n  good 
Minister. 

His  last  nioeaa  van  of  tlie  Imger- 
ing  kind,  as  ooasliting  in  a  universal 
ill  Habit  of  Rody :  which  notwith- 
standing he    sustained  with  great 
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Patience  and  Sabmisaion  to  the 
divine  Will :  meeting  hi»  apptoaching 
Dissolution  with  tlie  Calmness  ;  Forti- 
tude, and  Resignatiou  of  n  Christian. 
Essex  GaaeUs.  July  26,  1774. 


At  a  meeting  of  Delegates  from 
every  town  in  the  county  of  Eaan, 
in  the  province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  held  at  Ipswich,  in  said  County, 
uu  the  6th  and  7th  days  of  Septem- 
ber, 1774,  Tis 

(were  present) 
For  ToPsriSLD,  Capt.  Samuel  Smith, 
Mr  John  Gould,  Mr  £uo«  Knight. 

yarioaB  Beaolvea  were  paaeed,  see 
newspaper  account. 

Jiissdat  OaxeUe,  Sept,  13,  1774. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Alarm  List 
and  Training-itand  of  the  fint  Poet 

Company  in  Tupsfleid,  on  the  6th  of 
Df^cember,  1774,  (agreeable  to  the 
Advice  of  the  Provincial  Cougress) 
to  duxMe  oflBoers  f or  said  Company. 

Voted,  Mr  Stephen  Perkins,  Captain  : 
Mr  Solotnoii  n<)<lge,  Lieutenant:  Mr 
David  rerkuii),  i:iiU»igu  :  aud  uii  other 
offloere  by  a  very  iaige  Majority,  and 
upon  a  Declaration  of  tlieir  several 
choice  there  appeared  great  Satis- 
faction. 

JBMsas  <Att0ll0  Ihe*  SO,  1774. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Alarm  Ust 
and  Training  Hand  of  the  Foot  Com- 
pany in  Topeitield,  on  the  5th  of 
December,  1774,  to  chase  OHIoen 
for  the  said  Company  (agreeable  to 
the  Advice  of  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress) Voted,  Mr  Stephen  Perkins, 
Chairman :  Voted,  Mr  Joseph  Gould, 
Captain. 


The  Day  being  Spent  a  Motion 
was  made  for  said  Meeting  to  be 
adionrnod  to  the  next  Morning.  9 
o'clock  :  the  Question  was  pat,  and 

gsssed  in  the  afflrmstive  A  aeoord- 
igly  said  meeting  was  adjonroad  to 
S!\ifl  Time.  December  G,  Said 
Alarm  List  and  Training  Band  met 
according  to  adjoornment,  a  Motton 
was  made  said  Company  to  be  divid- 
ed into  two  distinct  Companies  :  the 
Question  was  put  and  accordingly 
^ey  were  divided  into  two  Gom^ 
panics  :  the  first  Company  voted  Mr 
Joseph  Gould,  Captain  :  Mr  Samuel 
Cummings,  Lietenant:  Mr  Thomas 
Moore,  Bnsignt  and  all  the  other 
OflScers  by  a  great  Majority.  The 
second  Company  voted  Mr  Stephen 
Perkins,  Captain :  Mr  Solomon  Dodge 
Lieotenant:  Mr  David  Perkine,  Bn- 
eign  :  &  all  the  other  Offleers  by  a 
great  Majority. 

Essex  Gazette^  Dec.  27,  1774. 


Elijah  Pokteb  was  clerk  to  the 
Pro[)rietor8  of  Raymond,  u  township 
in  Cumberland  County,  also  of  Hale's 
Town  in  New  Hampshire.  See  adver- 
tismentof  208.  levy  in 

Been  GamtU^  Jon.  S4, 1775. 


Last  Saturd.ny  Kvenini:  rlied  at 
Topsticld,  Mr.  Benjamin  Kimball  late 
student  at  Harvard  College  Son  of 
Mr  Jaoob  Kimbidl  of  trat  Town. 
His  Illness  was  a  Fever  and  Dysen- 
tery in  which  he  was  exercised  with 
great  Pain,  which  he  sastained  with 
great  Patience  and  remarkable  sub- 
mission to  the  Devine  Will.  His 
Hopes  of  eternal  life  were  firm  and 
stroi^  to  the  very  lest  which  enabled 
him  to  entertain  the  Views  of  bis 
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Dissolution  with  a  Calmness  and 
Serenity  of  Hfnd  whidi  was  troly 

surprising,  as  well  as  satisfying  and 
comforting  to  all  wbo  oonversed 
with  him  in  his  sickness. 

€faMtUe,  Sept.  7, 1775. 
•  ^^^^^^ 

To  bb8old. 

A  small  farm  in  TopsQeld,  oon- 
sistiog  of  excellent  land,  with  a  new 
house  on  H*  and  s  bam  In  good  order. 

It  wilt  keep  eight  or  ten  cows  through 
the  year.  For  ptuticulars,  inquire  of 
Nathaniel  Bicbardsou,  near  the  Kev. 
Mr.  Dimsn's  meeting  house  in 

Snlcm,  said  RicharclHon  has  to  eellf  a 
few  hf^sheade  of  stone  lime. 

Salem  GazeUe,  Jan.  1782. 


ExciSK  Tax 

Whereas,  Jonathan  Webster,  Esqr : 
Collector  of  Excise  for  Essex  Coun- 
ty, has  given  notice,  in  the  public 
print,  to  all  licensed  persons  on 
sphritnoas  liquors  and  teas,  and 
owntTs  of  cnrriages,  to  meet  at  a 
certain  time  and  place,  to  pay  the 
dotiea  thereon ;  in  the  sevenu  towns 
hereafter  mentioned,  viz: — Salem, 
Lynn,  Dnnvers,  Middleton,  Topn- 
flcld  and  Boxford :  and  I  the  sub- 
scriber have  attended  at  the  time  and 
place  therein  mentioned:  and  as 
there  are  many  persons  who  !mve 
not  settled  their  excise,  this  is  to 
notlfv  all  such,  that  they  call  imme- 
diately at  my  bouse,  or  at  Capl. 
WpM>*k.  inn  holder  at  Salem,  where 
constant  attendance  will  be  given,  as 
they  would  wish  to  avoid  farther 
trouble  and  expense. 

Samuel  Epes. 

Deputy  Collector. 
Mm»  OoMiUg^  Jan,  2,  1783. 


Exoiss  Tax. 
The  Golleotor  of  Excise  for  the 

county  of  Essex  gives  notice,  that  he 
shall  attend,  by  himself  or  deputies, 
In  the  several  towns  in  said  county 
to  colleot  the  doty  on  oarriages«  as 
follows,  viz.— On  the  17th  at  Mr 
Daniel  Clarke's  in  Topsfield,  from  8 
to  6  P.  M.  All  concerned  are  re- 
qnesled  to  attend  that  the  ooUeotloii 
may  be  oompleted. 

Saniufl  Ward, 
Coll.  Kxcitjc  Essex  County. 
Salem,  10th  June  1788. 

JUalem  Oaatttet  Jum  12,  1788. 


All  Concbrnbd 
are  desireil  to  lake  notice,  That  the 
Collector  of  Excise  for  Essex  County 
will  attend  by  himself  or  deputies  in 
the  several  towns  berenfternaincd, 
to  receive  tlie  excise  due  the  loth 
May  next,  as  follows. — On  the  18th 
at  Mr  John  Baker's  in  Topsfield* 
from  2  to  5  P.  M. 

All  licensed  and  permitted  persons 
in  said  county  are  desired  to  attend 
at  the  sovorul  places  afore mpntioned, 
and  settle  their  respective  accounts. 

Any  who  are  delinqnent  in  paying 
the  tax  on  carriages  are  requested  to 
settle  the  same  and  prevent  further 
trouble  and  expense. 

Ssmnel  Ward, 
Coll.  Excise  Essex  County. 
Salem.  April  19,  1784. 

.Salem  Gazette,  Apr.  20, 1784. 


A  geuUeman  at  Topsfield  has  sent 
as  the  following  account— 

On  Thursday  the  8d  inst.  Mr 
Thomas  Emerson,  of  Topsfield,  in- 
vited a  great  number  of  his  neigh- 
bofs  to  assist  him  In  raising  a  frame 
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for  a  barn,  80  feet  lotig  and  80  feet 
wide;  vv}iich  they  proceeded  lo, 
nntii  they  bad  '^ot  up  tfie  h<x]y  of  the 
tnaa6.  Xhej  had  got  the  beama  on 
tbeeoaffolda,  and  had  pot  on  one 
plate,  and  were  getting  on  the  other, 
which  was  the  whole  lenfrth  of  the 
frame,  and  the  timber  v^ry  heavy ; 
wheD  ftboQt  forty  feet  io  the  middle 
of  the  frame,  oonelMiog  of  five  poatt, 
in  the  front,  as  many  beams,  and  a 
scaftold  of  the  same  length,  and  the 
whole  plete,  with  all  tlie  bnees,  gIriB 
and  joists  belonging  thereto,  elmoet 
instaotly  fell  to  the  ground. 

It  waa  judged  by  the  spectators, 
that  there  were  about  80  men  on  that 
part  of  the  frame,  when  it  fell ;  a 
large  number  of  whom  were  wounded, 
five  or  six  badly,  and  one  mortally, 
vis.  Mr.  Jeremiah  Pf«rley,  an  iDhab- 
itant  of  the  town  :  hid  wound  was  a 
fraetnre  in  the  skull,  which  was  sup- 
posed lie  receiTcd  by  falling  on  a 
■tone  that  lay  under  the  frame ;  he 
died  in  about  twelve  hours  after  he 
was  wounded. 

He  was  about  35  years  of  age,  and 
has  left  a  young  and  disecmsolate 
widow  to  mourn  his  untimely  fate. 
iSaiem  Gazette,  June  b,  1784. 


MaiBAH  AtABomr,  Hatsbull  Foer 

RrDRR 

Informs  the  Pablick,  that  he  sets 
out  from  Boston  for  H«verhiU  on 
Tluindaya,  and  from  Haverhill 
to  Salem  on  Mondays,  and  retumR 
on  Tuesdays.  Those  gentlemen  who 
may  pleaae  to  entrast  Mm  whh  the 
oonve^anoe  ot  letters,  etc..  may 
depend  upon  their  being  delivered 
with  punctuality  and  on  very  moder- 
ate tetim. 

Stim  OwmUtt  Ma^  81, 1788. 


Two  tetters  for  Abr.  Hobbe  of 
TopsQeld  were  at  the  Salen  Post 
Office.  Sept.  29,  M^fi. 

iSaiem  Gazetu,  Oct.  4,  1785. 


DisD.  At  Topsaeld,  on  the  1st 
instant  after  a  eliort  illnesn,  Mts. 

Mary  Groald,  Wife  of  Daniel  Groold, 
A.  M.  of  that  pla<H».  She  ha«  left  % 
kind  and  tender  Husband,  with  an 
infant  Babe,  together  with  a  large 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintance 
to  lament  her  deatli.  It  may  with 
truth  be  said,  that  her  life  was  spent 
in  one  oootfnnal  series  of  good  econ- 
omy, virtue,  piety  and  benevolence. 
Sakm  Gazette.  Oct.  11,173d. 


William  Cleaveland,  ooUector  of 
excise  for  the  West  District  of  Essex. 
County,  advertised  to  be  at  the  IMQM 
of  Mr  John  Baker  in  Topsfield,  from 
3  to  5  P.  M.  on  the  13th  of  Nov. 
1785. 

Oakm  OoMMf^  M.  18, 1785. 


On  Wednesday  the  19th  ult.  the 
Rev.  John  Cleaveland  Jun.  was  or- 
dained Pastor  of  the  church  in 
Stoneham.  Rev.  Daniel  Breck  of 
Topsfield,  gave  the  Right  Hand  of 
Fellowship. 

JBkOtm  GauUe,  N<m,  1,  1785. 


DisD.  At  Topsfield,  on  Monday 
the  Mth  instant,  Snmuel  Smith,  Esq. 
a^ed  72.—- So  amiable  aud  worthy  a 
eSaTaeter  as  he  evidently  appeared, 
both  in  public  and  private,  will  rea- 
der the  memory  of  him  ever  precious. 
For  a  number  of  years  be  represented 
the  town  in  the  Oeneral  Conrt,  where 
he  was  eeteemed  a  nan  of  integri^ 
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and  uprishtDets.  His  twefnlneaa 
■mig  iSoM  with  wiMMB  iM  waa 

more  immediately  oonveraaot,  was 
eminent.  He  was  a  sincere  friend  to 
the  liberties  of  his  country,  and  a 
•InoiMNW  advoaate  for  the  dooMna 

of  Christianity. 

''The  memory  of  the  Joat  ia 
blessed." 


The  creditors  of  the  estate  of  Mr 
Jacob  Andrews  iate  of  Boxford, 
yaoaBMi,  were  notllkd  to  proire  tMr 
claims  before  the  commissioners, 
Stephen  Symonds  nnd  Benjamin 
Ferley,  on  the  last  Tuesday  of  Nov. 
1786«  attbebooaaof  Saamal  Hood, 
iraboldcr,  in  To{>8f!cId. 

^Sateil  Mercury,  N<m^  16»  178t. 


The  subscribers  appointed  ooro- 
mtMloneni  \ff  tiw  Boo.  Ban}.  Qfeea- 

leaf,  Esq.  Judge  of  Probntc,  etc.  for 
the  county  of  Essex,  to  receive  and 
examine  the  claims  of  the  several 
creditors  to  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Sabab 
Gould,  late  of  Topsfleld,  in  said 
ootin^,  deceased,  represented  iosol- 
▼ant,  and  6  moiitlia  being  allowad 
for  that  purpose — give  notice,  that 
they  will  attend  said  business,  on  the 
tiiiiU  Wednesday  of  this  and  the  five 
folhrning  moiitba,  txom  4  titt  7 
o'clock  P.  M.  at  Captain  John  Ba- 
iter's, innholdar  in  Topafield  aloce* 
said. 

fitephen  SynmidB. 
Daniel  Bixby. 
TopsfiekU  Oct.  IS,  1787. 

jSalm  JMEvMify^  Ott»  10 17S7* 

fffr   Cincinnati  I 
The  Members  of  the  Socie^  of 
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dooiniiati,  reaidiiig  in  the  county  of 
Kaaar,  an  nqnaalad  to  naat  al  Mr. 

Baker's  tavern  in  Topsfield,  on  Wed- 
nesday tlia  Slat  inatailt  at  2  o'olook 

F.  M. 

As  hwaiDOM  of  aooM  oooaeqiiaaaa« 

relative  to  the  Society,  will  come 
before  tbem,  a  general  and  punotual 
attcadanoe  is  desired. 

FMIhIA  Fkya. 

Nov.  5th,  1797. 

Sokm  Mtrewrjf^  Nw,  a,  1787* 

Mr.  Inad  Clark  b  ohoeea  delegate 
to  the  Coofanlioa  for  Topatold. 

(The  State  Convention  to  conaldar 
the  new  Federal  Constitution.) 

Stitm  Mtrmry^  Dm.  tft*  1787. 

The  collector  of  Excise  advertised  to 
be  at  the  bonse  of  Capt.  John  Baker 
in  TopsOeld,  May  2.  1788,  from  8  to 
4  o'clock  P.  M.  to  raoaffo  aadaa. 


At  the  election  held  Aprii  7,  1788* 
Topstield  voted  as  follows  :— 

Gov — Hancock  68.    Gerry  18. 

Lt.  Gov— Lincoln  58.  Warren  13. 
fSaimn  Mercury ,  J^>rii  15, 1788. 


General  orders  issued  by  Maj.  Geii* 
Jonathan  Titcomb  of  the  2d  Divisi<Mi 
from  Ncwhuryport,  dated  26  Apr. 
1788  shows  that  Ipsirioh,  Topafield 
and  Weaham  oooatitatad  tlia  M 
regiment  in  the  2d  brigada  in  Ilia 

alx>Ve  9aid  divinion. 

6aiem  Mercury ^  May  6,  1788. 


In  an  •■astraot  of  n  Mar  ftam  a 

gentleman  at  the  new  settlement  of 
Moakingum  (Obto)  to  a  faiaon  in 
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this  town  (Salem)  dated  Julj  20th 
1788"  is  tlie  following. 

The  Bev.  Mr.  Breck  is  here,  and 
this  day  preached  the  first  Horjjvon 
that  was  ever  delivered  on  the  banks 
of  the  Miiskiugum,  from  Bxodqft  ariat. 
ft,  6.  Now,  therefore,  if  laOl 
obey  my  voice  indeed,  and  Jce^p  my 
covenant y  then  ye  shall  be  a  peculiwr 
treasure  unto  me,  cikm  aU  p&Ofh; 
for  da  the  earth  ia  mint;  and  ye 
tthall  he  unto  me  a  kingdom  (ff 
prUatet  and  a  hoiy  nation. 

Saltm  JUrcury,  Sept.  9, 1788. 

The  Collector  of  Excise  gave  no- 

t]cp  tlint  lie  would  be  at  Topsfield,  at 
Samuel  Hood's  from  I  to  2  o'clock 
P.  M.  on  Not.  let  1788.  to  collect 
ncise. 

Salem  Mercury,  Oct  U,  1788. 


On  Wednesday  last.  Colonel 
Waidc's  regiment  was  reviewed  at 
Ipswich  by  the  Hon.  Majorgeoeral 
lltoomb.  After  the  review,  a  well 
planned  representation  of  the  storui- 
iug  a  fort  wau  exhibited  with  mucli 
eiHrit  aod  propriety.  The  fort  was 
ettoated  on  a  bill  near  the  niortinii: 
bouse,  and  defended  by  a  party  of 
infantry  and  Capt.  Brown's  horse. 
The  aesaUsote  came  up  in  two  col- 
umns from  different  quarters  ;  when 
the  fort  was  sumnionetl,  tlie  com- 
mander of  which  resolutely  refuaed 
to  enrreDder. 

The  battle  tlien  began  ;  each  body 
of  the  ansailautu  was  opposed  by  a 
party  of  horse,  the  former  were  re- 
pulaed,  when  three  cheers  resounded 
from  the  fort ;  they,  however,  return- 
ed to  the  attack,  displayed  from  the 
hill,  surrounded  the  fort,  and  carried 


the  works  in  an  instant. 

This  perfonnaiioe  gave  great  pleA»- 
nre  to  many  militaiy  characters  who 

were  spectators. 

After  this  was  finished,  the  line 
was  formed,  snd  the  troops  went 

through  the  firings  with  a  reajularity 
and  precision  which  could  not  have 
been  expected.  The  men  were  well 
dressed,  well  armed,  and  paid  that 
strict  attention  t<i  command  which  in 
a  great  meausure  tnadc  up  for  their 
want  of  experieucu,  aud  gained  them 
the  approbation  of  their  fellow 
dtizens. 

Salem  Mermry,  OcL  28,  1788. 


NiiXT  Monday 
The  8d  of  November,  at  1  o'clock, 

P.  M.  Will  be  Sold. 
AT  PUB  LICK  VENDUE. 
A  farm,  consisting  of  about  90  acres, 
with  a  House  and  Bai*n  thereon,^— 
situated  in  the  Southwestern  part  of 
TopsFiELD,  and  belonging  to  Mr. 
John  Rea.  Sale  U>  be  on  the 
premises,  conditions  of  which  will  be 
made  known  at  the  time  and  place 
thereon.  For  further  particulars, 
Inquire  of  said  John  Bba,  living  on 
th(i  premises. 

Topsfleld,  Oct.  27,  1788. 

Salem  Mercury,  Oct.  28,  1788. 


All  persons  indebted  to  or  having 
demands  on,  the  estate  of  JosHUA 
TowNE  late  of  Topstield,  yeoman, 
deceased,  are  requested  immediately 
to  settle  with 

Jacob  Towne,  Admr. 

Topsfiold,  Nov.  Ist,  1788. 

Salem  Mercury,  Nov.  4,  1788. 


DIED.    AtTopsfield,  Mrs.  Board- 
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I  mao,  relict  of  Capt.  John  Boardman, 

late  of  tliftt  plaoe,  daoMMd* 

Mm  Mtt<mnftM,  17, 1788. 


DIED.  At  TopsHcld,  Mrs.  AoDa 
UooU,  aged  wife  of  Mr.  Jolio 
HoocU  Jan. 

Mm  Meiwr^t        88, 1788. 


The  Collector  of  Excise  advertized 
to  be  at  Saml  Hood's  Topsfield,  from 
1  lo  2  o'clock,  P.  Al.  Nor.  2,  Ltti^. 
Saim  Mtnmy,  <kt,  18,  1788. 


All  persoDS  indebted  to,  or  having 
demands  on.  the  estate  of  Josefh 
TowMK,  late  of  Topulleld,  yeoman, 
deoeaaed,  nre  requested  tO  Apply  for 
ft^MM^  settlement  to 

Martba  Towne, 

Topsfield,  Nov.  2,  1789. 

JSalem  Mvrtswry^  Jfov,  8,  1789. 


On  Thurs<lay  last,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Hantbigtoii  ww  c»ididD€d  to  the  pas- 
toral care  of  the  oliiirdli  of  Christ  in 

Topsfinld 

Tiie  Hev.  Mr.  Knott  of  Norwich 
(Conn«otient)  opened  the  solemnity 
with  prf\ycr ;  Rev.  Mr.  Tlart  of  Pres- 
ton (Ck>uuecticut)  preached  a  sermon, 
f^om  Heb.  zli.  1 —  Wher^&rty  seeing 
«M  also  are  eomptuMd  aoata  voith  so 
ffreat  a  cloud  of  %o\tntH>*€f*;  Rev. 
Mr.  8mitb  of  Middletou  made  the 
ordafning  pnyer;  Bev.  Mr.  Clsove- 
liuid  of  Chebacco  gave  the  charge ; 
Rev.  Mr.  Dana  of  Ipswicli  made  the 
concluding  prayer ;  Rev.  Mr.  Holy- 
oke  of  Boxford  gftfOJllM  right  haml 
a/l  fellowship. 

Saima  Mercury^  Jfo9.  17,  1788. 


8 

installed — at  Hartland,  Vermont, 
B«v.  Mr.  Bmok,  lato  pMtor  of  the 
Ohoroh  in  Topsfield, 

Salem  aazette,  Jim,  6,  1790. 


Died.  At  TopsQeld,  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth EmenoD,  widow  of  the  Rev. 
John  Emerson,  81. 

JMtm  Qatrnt^  Afir,  8,  1780. 


The  Collector  of  Excise  adverttsod 
to  be  at  Hood's  iu  Topsfield  ou  May 
A,  1790,  from  8  to  4  P.  M. 

Mmik  GmtUe,  Jpr,  80, 1780. 


Died.  At  iopsfleid.  suddenly, 
Mrs.  Gould  wife  of  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Qoold,  aged  S5. 

OtUmn  QmetUt  -^JM*.  80,  1780. 


The  subecribers  being  appointed 
oomoiietloDerB  by  the  Hon.  o.  Green* 
leaf,  Esq.,  Judge  of  Probnte  of 
Wills,  etc.,  for  the  County  of  Essex, 
to  receive  aod  examine  the  claims  of 
theeeveni  eredf tore  of  the  eeteteof 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Bragg,  late  of  Tops- 
field,  in  said  County,  hoiise-wright, 
deceased — represented  as  insolvent; 
and  6  months  from  the  5th  day  of 
July  instant  bring  allowc<l  the  credi- 
tors to  said  estate  to  bring  in  and 
prove  their  claims,  do  hereby  give 
notloe  that  they  will  attend  that  busi- 
ness at  tho  house  of  Capt.  John 
Baker,  in u holder,  in  said  Topsfield, 
OB  the  Uftt  Monday  of  this  end  the 
five  following  months,  from  4  to  6 
o'dook  in  the  afternoon  of  each  day. 
Daniel  Bixby, 
John  Merrienif 

Topaflold,  July  7,  1790. 

JSaiem  ^OMtte,        18,  1790. 


■ 
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Tlie  Collector  of  Excise  advertized 
to  be  at  Baker's  in  Topsfleld  on 
WedDcsdav,  Ool.  lA,  1790  from  i  to 
4  o'dodc,  P.  IL 

Sa!m  Oct.  5,  1790. 


Died.  At  TopsfieUl.  Miss  ilitty 
KimlmH.  n^fnl  32.  eldest  datigbler  of 
lir.  Jacob  Kimball. 

SaUm  Mmury,  Nov.  23,  1790. 

The  Goaoty  of  Essex  oootaiiis 

579(1^  inhnbitants,  nf  these  tlM  town 
of  Topsfleld  contains  780. 

Sabm  Jftrewry«  Jim,  4, 1791. 


Br  Osmut  or  Cunr. 

To  be  Bolil  at  Public  Ve mine,  on 
Thursday  the  I'ith  of  May  next,  at 
11  o'clock  in  ttie  furutioou. 

So  maoh  of  the  Real  Kstate  of  Mr. 
Joshtia  Towne,  Intt^  of  Topsfield, 
deceased  as  will  amount  to  about 
Seven  Hundred  Poiinds — consisting 

or 

TWO  FARMS, 
sitoated  in  TopsUeld,  with  two  Dwell- 
iDg-BoQses  «»d  four  Bsme  thereon, 
•bout  120  acres  of  Upland,  a  large 
quantity  of  Meadows,  lying  in  Wen- 
hani«  T<^6eid  and  Dauvere.  Also, 
a  snail  Wood  Lot  in  Boxfofd«  and 
two  small  pieoes  of  Salt  M aiab  in 
Ipswich. 
Sale  to  be  on  said  farms. 

Jsoob  Towns,  Jon.,  Adm. 
TopsfieUl,  April  10.  1781. 

Sakm  Mercury,  Mojf  8,  1791. 


Dm.  At  Topeaeld,  on  the  6th 
huL  Un>  JjoOT  GuAfHJuiD,  wife  of 
Nebeiniah  CleaveUnd,  Bsa«,  and 
eUM  daoghter  of  John  luiining. 


i?^.,  of  Ipswich,  aged  29  years. 

Tliio'  life,  Mrs.  deavelaad 
ported  an  amiable  character.    As  a 
daughter  and  a  wife,  the  domestic 
Virtues  and  Graces  were  her  attend- 
ants.  Her  nameraiis  relatiooe  and 

death  of  one  so  useful  to  her  friends 
and  so  ornaoMBtal  to  Society. 

JSahm  gawrtH.  Jum  14, 1791. 


Dren.  At  TopsfieUl,  Mr.  Jacob 
Averell,  in  the  8iiXlii  year  of  his  sge. 
Besidee  a  nnntier  of  ehUdfMi,  grand* 
children,  &c.,  who  mourn  the  Um»  of 
Mr.  Averell,  he  has  left  a  wife,  now 
in  her  H6tb  year,  with  whoiu  he  lived, 
in  ffreei  oonjngal  affeetion,  68  years 
and  4  months. 

^^1^  Gaz'  ffs,  Mif  5,  1791. 


For  the  Salem  CAZsna. 
Mr.  Gushing. 

Some  of  your  country  readers  ara 
w»'1!  plf'used  when  they  meet  in  yonr 
paper,  with  a  question  Qtted  to  exer- 
cise Uieir  skUl  in  figures,  ss  la  tlwl 
way,  they  may  agreeably  pass  a 
leisure  hour,  especially  in  a  winter's 
evening.  It  is  but  seldom  I  have  an 
opportnaity  <^  peeping  into  a  new»- 
paper,  and  when  it  hap{>en8,  it  is 
oomuionly  a  stnlr  onr,  of  '2  or  3 
weeks  back — but  I  iatcly  met  with 
yonr  fresh  Gasotteof  ▲ogoat  Mtli— 
vnny  hp  I  shan't  see  another  for  a 
month  to  oome.  In  that  of  August 
80th  I  met  with  a  question  proposed 
in  the  following  words:  ^suppose 
that  ten  seconds  transpin-  fmm  the 
first  descent  of  a  stone  into  a  Well 
to  Urn  time  of  Hw  eebo«  ortim  fint 
hearing  of  the  sonnd,  what  most  be 
the  measare  of  the  deiitb  of  that 
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Well  ?'  Which,  at  first  sight,  struck 
me  aa  a  eorioQa  and  eDteiiainlag 

question — not  attending  to'^the  implied 
intention  of  it  to  pnzzle  some  partic- 
alar  person,  i  and  two  or  three  ot 
my  neighbora  have  done  oar  poaaiblea 
to  answer  it,  but  we  can  do  nathinp; 
with  it,  not  being  able  to  'scry  out 
wiiut  relation  the  transpiring  of  ten 
aeoooda  from  the  first  descent  of  the 
stone  into  the  well,  to  the  time  of  the 
fir^t  hearing  tlie  sound,  alone,  has  to 
ttie  depth  of  the  well ;  and  we  sus- 
pect that  the  proponnderof  the  qnea- 
ti(jn  has  imposed  upon  your  renders, 
by  propouaUiu)j;  a  question  which  he 
knew,  for  want  of  having  some  one 
or  more  circumstances  being  made 
known,  which  he  baa  concenlod, 
could  never  be  answered.  Be  this 
•a  it  v»y%  I  wfab  you  woold  pleaae 
ao  ifar  aa  to  Indolga  me  aa  to  inform 
the  projyounder  of  the  above  ques- 
tion, that  1  have  in  my  garden  a 
well  reckoned  aa  deep  aa  any  in  the 
neighborhood,  the  bottom  of  which, 
with  the  addition  of  my  arm's  length 
io  my  well  pole  J  never  couid  reach 
by  (I  believe)  a  good  many  feet^ 
and  when  he,  by  knowing  only  the 
length  of  the  well-pole,  being  20  feet 
aud  1  inch  exactly,  shall  determine 
the  depth  of  mr  well,  I  and  two  or 
three  of  my  neigliborH,  all  of  us  able 
bodied  men,  will  hnve  another  tug  at 
hia  question — aud  exert  our  utmost 
eodea-fote,  fkom  the  oinmmetanoee 
of  ten  seconds  transpiring;  ns  in  the 
fjuestion  set  forth,  to  produce  an 
answer  to  it,  however  fruitless  the 
attempt  may  prove. 

A6BI00LA. 
TopaHehl,  Sept  6, 1791. 

ifiolMii  €fmtlt$,  JStgH,  18,  mi. 


For  thb  Salem  Gaocttk. 
Mr.  Cashing. 

I  have  seen  the  question  in  your 
paper  respecting  a  Grindstone— 
wbiclt  proved  very  amusing  and  en> 
tertidning  to  several  of  oa,  and  whiob 
as  far  as  my  skill  in  figures  will 
allow.  I  have  endeavored  here  to 
answer — which,  if  yuu  Ixave  not  a 
better,  your  giving  it  a  place  in  yonr 
paper  will  oblige  one  who  sometimes 
lurus  the  Grindstone,  <fe  (as  the  com- 
mon phrase  is)  sometimes  holds  on. 

The  whole  diameter  ie  60  inches. 

The  first  person  wears  it  till  the 
diameter  is  51  inches — or  about 
one  hairs  breadth  less  than  52  iDcbea. 

The  second  person  weara  it  till  the 
diameter  is  42  ^  inches. 

The  Third  ditto  till  the  diameter 
ie  80  indiee. 

It  then  remains  for  the  fourth  per- 
son to  wear  it  out,  allowing  nothing 
for  the  eye. 

If  the  gentleman  who  proposed  the 
above  question  will  allow  my  answer 
to  be  nearly  right,  I  will  beg  leave 
to  ask,  how  much  must  each  of  the 
above  named  persona  wear  of  tlie 
said  Grindstone,  that  each  may  hnve 
an  eqiml  benefit  of  it? 

TopHflold,  IDth  November. 

JSaiem  GateUe,  Nov.  22,  1791. 


From  TopograpUeal  Sketches  of 

the  Connty  of  Essex  as  publ!f^!led  in 
the  Massachusetts  Magazine  it  ap- 
pears that  Topsfleld  was  incorporated 
in  1850,  contains  107  houses,  180 
families  and  has  n  population  num- 
bering 780.  It  is  an  inland  town 
devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil. 
Sabm  Oamlttt  MSmr,  18, 179S. 
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Bt  Oeder  or  Court. 
To  be  sold  bX  Public  Vendoe,  on 
Tbartiday  the  V2th  day  of  April  next 

at  1  o'clock  p.  M. 

A  FA.B1C  of  about  60  acres,  l>iug  iu 
tiw  Mutii-ettt  of  Toptfieid,  oonsiat* 
iag  of  upland  and  meadow  ;  together 
with  a  large  Dwelliug- House,  two 
Baroa,  aud  otber  out  buildings, 
thweon.   Alao  about  S  acres  of  Salt 

Mursh,  lying  in  Ipswich.  Sale  to 

be  at  tbe  above  dwelling  bouse. 

Jacob  Towoe. 
ToptUdd,  Murch  17,  1792. 

JSeim  0at«tt$,  Mm^  SO,  1798. 


Mr.  Printer, 

The  following  list  of  Senatom  has 
been  very  generally  approved  by  the 
landed  interest — these  are  all  gentle- 
meu  who  have  lei»ure  to  attend — 
ability  to  underatand— and  fimmeM 
to  pnreue,  the  true  concerns  of  their 
country.  Mr.  G.'s  [William  Gray, 
Jun.]  name  has  been  handed  .round 
the  Seaforts — ^it  la  sinoerely  to  be 
lamented  that  the  very  extensive 
Commeret  that  gentleman  is  eegag. 
ed  in,  will  by  no  means  suffer  him  to 
atttend  to  the  important  affaire  of 
the  Oountf/^-mA  as  the  Commercial 
interest  iB  more  immediately  the  reg- 
ulatiou  of  Congress — the  best  intend- 
ed eftorta,  to  that  point,  will  be  in  a 
measure  thrown  away. 

Topsfield,  Mnroh  26,  1792. 
For  Governor — Uis  Excellency  John 

Hancodr,  or  Hon.  Pranda  Dana. 
Por  Senator — Hon.  Azor  Ornc,  Snm- 

uel   Helton,     Samuel  Fhiliij)^,, 

Stephen  Choate,  Richard  Ward, 

Eaq.,  Tboophilna  Bradbnry,  Baq. 

Saim  CfamtU,  March  S7, 1799. 


WILLIAM  VANS, 
Collector  of  tbe  Carriage  Taxca 

for  the  Bouth  district  of  Essex  (Topa- 
fleld  being  one  of  tbe  towns  named) 
gave  notice  of  rediness  to  receive 
anoh  taxes  at  his  hooae  in  Salem 
until  the  'iOth  of  Apr!!. 

Salem  Gazette,  March  27,  1792. 


Died.  At  Audover,  Mrs.  Anna 
Comminga  widow  of  Capt.  Thomaa 

Cummin<x8  of  Topsfield,  aged  73 ;  her 
descendants  are  15  children,  65 
grand-children,  and  14  great-grand- 
Cbildren. 

Salm  GoMtU^  April  17,  1792. 


Ry  Order  of  Court. 
To  be  sold  at  Public  Vendue  on 
Tlmraday  the  94th  of  May  next,  at 
1  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Part  of  the  Real  Estate  of  Mr. 
IsiUiiL  CUirk,  late  of  Topsfield,  de- 
ceaaed,  conaiatingof  Faatnrageand 
fr^  meadow,  lying  in  Topsfield, 
and  Salt  Marsh  lying  in  Ipswich. 
Sate  to  be  at  the  Dwelling  House  of 
aaid  deoeaaed,  In  TopaHeid  utonuid. 

Israel  Clakk,  Admr. 
Topsfield,  April  2:^  1792. 

Salem  (razelte,  April  24,  1792. 


On  Wednesday  last,  Mr.  Franoia 
Perley,  Jun.,  and  Mr.  Daniel  Chapman 
Jan.  went  out  in  a  small  canoe  upon 
a  pond  in  the  vicinity  [Prichard's 
Pond  now  known  as  Hood's  Pond] 
with  the  intention  of  taking  fiab; 
when  Mr.  Perley,  in  throwing  out  tbe 
anchor,  unfortunately  overset  tbe 
boat,  which  threw  them  i>oth  into  the 
watw;  Mr.  Chapauuit  who  oonld 
sot  nwim,  fortanately  f aitenad  apoa 
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the  canoe,  as  it  lay  witii  the  bottom 
upward,  which  sinking  with  his 
weight,  bro't  the  water  nlmost  over 
lua  body ;  in  that  aituation  he  called 
for  help,  white  Hr.  Feriey,  trusting 
to  his  skill  in  swimming,  told  his 
companion  that  he  would  make  for 
the  shore,  which  was  upwards  of  20 
rodt  dbtant ;  hot  hit  atawngth  f  ailfaigi 
he  sunk,  and  was  drowned  !□  the 
sight  of  his  friend.  The  neighbors, 
at  the  fatal  moment,  were  unhappily 
at  a  diataaoe;  hot  the  oii«t  or  Mr. 
Chapman  for  asslstancf^,  wore  at 
length  heard  by  Major  Asa  Ferley, 
who  IniMdiateiy  fltov  to  Ua  relief, 
stripped  off  Ut  clothe  tad  swam 
toward  the  canoe,  tho  he  was  in  the 
76th  year  of  his  age ;  but  when  he 
•nriv«d  be  wm  anahle  to  mofte  the 
canoe,  as  it  was  fastened  by  the 
anchor ;  he  therefore  returned  to  the 
shore,  when,  with  tlic  help  of  a  few, 
who  were  by  this  time  colleoled,  by 
means  of  n  raft.  Mr.  Chapmnn  was 
relieved  from  his  distressful  situation. 

The  body  of  Mr.  Ferley  waa  then 
taken  up,  after  it  had  latai  In  tiie 
water  about  two  hours. 

Every  exertion  was  made  to  restore 
life  to  It,  bat  all  proved  InellaotoaL 

Mr.  Perley  was  in  his  28th  year, 
and  wa«  a  jierson  of  ntriot  integrity; 
tic  haii  iiia  libppioeHaul  the  universal 
esteem  of  his  aeqaaiiitaiioe,  whose 
united  testimony  of  liis  worth  will 
eufflciently  embalm  bis  menxNty* 
Boxford,May  26,  1792. 

Sabm  ffmtU$t  Jtmt  5, 1*92. 


1>nn>.  At  Topsfield,  Mie.  Bmo- 

CA  GocLi),  wife  of  Mr.  ^wlme 
Gould,  ageil  fi9  She  has  for  many 
years  been  in  poor  health,  and  thro 


all  her  indisposition  has  appeared  to 
exeroiee  ChrlsttMi  |wtienoe«  and  to 
have  "Joy  and p&aee  in  idiwing^* 
in  the  rectitude  of  divine  Goveniment. 
She  remained  In  her  omsl  aliteof 
health  till  a  few  hours  befoffe  her 
death,  when  being  violently  ceased 
with  pain,  it  auddeolv  terminated  in 
herdfeeolntkm.  Her  hnabend  nonu 
under  the  loss  of  an  agreeable  and 
tender  oumpanion,  and  society  is  de- 
prived of  a  useful  member.  ^^Itoas 
awtranger  and  ye  IMy^Me  4m;  an 
h ungered and  ye  gave  me  meat;  nahed 
and  ye  clothed  me  V '  might  with  truth 
haye  been  eald  to  her  by  the  number 
of  twelve  perHma,  whom  she  haa 
taken  in  infancy  Hnfl  childhood,  from 
amoQK  orphans  aud  dependants,  and 
bron^t  op  to  natare  age.  H«r  ex* 
pressions  of  kindness  toward  them 
were  apparently  no  less  than  those 
which  are  excited  by  parental  affeo* 
tion  and  tendemeee ;  many  of  ttiem 
stiM  survive  to  mourn  her  loss,  and 
who  were,  aud  still  are,  ready  to 

Ml  <IMf  000  hut  bi§i§6d,** 


Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  admin- 
istration on  the  estate  of  Mrs.  Anna 
CuMMiNUs,  iate  of  TopsQeld,  iu  tiie 
oounty  of  Essex,  widow  deeeaeed, 
intestate,  has  been  duly  granted  to 
the  subscriber,  who  has  given  bonds 
aooording  to  law;  and  all  persons 
indebted  to«  or  having  demands  on 
Rfttd  estate,  are  reqneeted  to  npply 
for  settlement  to 

Nnmnnaw  CLkaTSLAVD,  Adnr. 
Topefleld,  September  17,  1792. 

JStdrnn  QazeUe,  Stpt.  18,  1792. 


Died.    AtTopsfleld,  Miss  Prisciila 


•  Digitized  by  Google 


14 


Kimball,  daughter  of  Mr.  Ja(X>b 
Kimball,  aged  28. 

8ttlmn  OmtUe^  (hi,  i8,  lt92. 


Dm  ftt  Tofwllelil,  oo  the  8d  in- 

gtnnt,  Mr.  Zachens  Gould,  in  the  76 
year  of  his  age.  In  justice  to  his 
memory,  it  may  with  truth  be  said, 
that,  tbrongb  tiie  whole  of  his  life, 
he  was  an  example  of  seriousness, 
piety  and  devotion  ;  he  was  possess- 
ed of  a  penetrating  mind,  and  of  a 
good  judgement ;  punctual  to  bb  en- 
gncrt  mcnts,  Aod  io  bis  deaiiogs  with 
mankind. 

He  represented  the  town  fo  the 
General  Coort,  in  the  must  critical 
and  trying  period.  lie  lias  heen  long 
employed  in  the  town  in  its  luost 
impoitsot  offloee ;  ^  duties  wliereof 
he  discharged  witii  fntegri^,  wisdom 
and  ability. 

He  was  friendly  and  oblong  to  all 
— the  liind  and  tender  haalMnd,'— 
sincere  and  agreeable  to  bis  friends 
— candid  and  forgiving  to  the  inimi- 
oal — a  father  to  the  fatherless — and 
a  generous  benefactor  to  the  indegent 
and  distressed— exemplary  in  hie 
public  walks  and  private  conversa- 
tion— a  sincere  lover  of  religion  and 
of  Its  upright  professors— constant 
in  his  attendance  on  public  and  di- 
vine worship,  and  in  all  theordinnnc- 
es  of  the  gospel.  He  could  with 
pleasure  take  a  retroepeotive  view  of 
bis  life,  and  have  the  testimony  of 
his  conscience,  that  he  had  lived 
according  to  the  precepts  of  the  gos- 
pel; h;nowing  that  be  bad  strictly 
adhered  to  them  through  life.  This 
composed  and  calmed  his  mind  under 
the  apprehension  of  his  approaching 
dis8Mution»  and  in  the  solemn  and 


important  hour  of  death ;  and  there- 
fore eoidd  ebearfuUy  and  willingly 

resign  his  soul  into  tlie  hands  of  a 
merciful  Saviour  and  Rt'deeiner,  rely- 
ing alone  on  his  merits  for  justiflca- 
tion  t»efore  God  the  father.  His 
exemplary  virtues  endeared  him  to  a 
laige  and  extensive  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintance ;  the  solemn  gloom 
which  hangs  on  their  countenances 
fully  evinces  the  regard  they  had  for 
him,  and  the  value  of  the  man ;  and 
which  manifests,  that  they  are  sensi- 
ble of  the  loss  they  have  sustained 
by  his  death.  His  virtues  must 
embalm  his  memory  more  than  sons 
and  <l(anipAl0rfl— and  the  many  who 
hATo  hem  under  his  care,  and  have 
experienced  his  beneficence,  roost 
rise  up  and  pronounce  him  blessed. 

**  Why  should  tee  mourn  d^arting 
friends. 

Or  shake  at  death's  alarms? 
*  Tis  but  the  voice  that  Jeime  aendst 

To  call  us  to  his  arms." 

Topsfield,  Jan.  8th  1793. 

Salem  Oatette^  Jkm,  15, 1798. 


£}/  order  of  the  Court  of  Common 

To  be  Sold  at  Pobuo  VniDtm;  on 
Thursdat  the  23d  day  of  May  next* 
at  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

ABoirrlO  Acres  of  Lavo,  situate 
in  Ipswich,  being  part  of  the  Real 
Estate  of  Mr.  Israf.l  Clabkb,  lato 
of  Topsfield,  deceased. 

The  sale  to  be  at  the  dwelling 
house  of  the  snbseriber,  in  Topsield 
aforesaid. 

Israel  Clarke,  Admr. 
Topsfisld,  April  19,  1798. 

JSakm  Oatm,  Apr.  98*  1798. 
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DiSD.  At  Tof^field,  Mr.  Ephraim 
Town,  aged  68. 

Mm  Gmmen  8tpt,  17, 179S. 


A  most  sorrowful  accident  took 
placp  on  Thursday  Inst; — Mr.  Asa 
BttAD»xuK£.T,  a  jouDg  uiau  beiougiug 
to  Topafleld,  was  driving  a  team 
home  from  this  town,  with  sorae 
boaixis  iQ  hie  wagon,  and  in  Daavers, 
was  observed  by  a  person  to  be  rid- 
ing apon  the  boards,  who  spolic  to 
him,  and  told  him  be  thought  his 
situation  rather  unsafe,  this  startled 
Mr.  Bradbtrrbt,  who  is  supposed  to 
tjLLii  ill  a  drowse,  and  he  threw 
himself  off,  but  fell  so  that  both 
wheels  passed  over  bis  head,  and 
kUledhim  instantly! 

Salm  BouUm^  Oa,  89,  1798. 


Kimball's  Singing-Books  are  lodg- 
ed at  W.  Carlkton's  Book-Store, 
Salem,  for  Subscribers ;  where  non* 
Snbaoribers  may  also  pnndiase  tbem. 
Saim  GauUt,        4,  1794. 


All  person'^  iiulohted  to  the  estate 
of  Asa  iiRADHTRKET,  lutc  of  Topsficld, 
shoemaker,  deceased,  are  desired  to 
exhibit  their  acoonnts — and  all  in- 

debte<^l,  to  make  speedy  payment. 

AbIOAIL  liKADbTREKT,  AdmX. 

TopsQeld,  Jau.  27,  1794. 

Salmm  QwuUe,  FA,  4,  1794. 


New  Musick  Book. 
By  J.  Knmau.. 


Just  published,  price  4-6  single, 
and  4-,  l>v  the  dozen,  and  for  sale  by 
TBowas  A  AxDRKirs,  the  PabUshers, 


in  Boston ;  and  by  Wm.  CaBLxroN,  in 
Salem. 

The  Rural  Harmony,  being  an 

original  musical  composition,  in  three 
and  four  parts. — ^To  which  is  prefix- 
ed, An  Jn*nMkie(ia»  in  the  Art  of 
Singing.    For  the  use  of  8falging 
Schools  and  Musical  Societies. 
By  Jacob  Kimball,  jun.  A.  B. 
Subter^en^  to  «^om  U  wuuf  be 
convenient^  may  receive  (heir  Maokt 
OfW.  Cari.eton,  in  Salem. 

Salem  Gazette^  JFeb.  11,  1794. 


By  order  of  Court,  to  be  Sold  at 
Public  Vendue,  on  Thursday  the 
10th  of  April  next,  at  1  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon.  So  much  of  the  Real 
Estate  of  Joshua  Townk,  late  of 
Topsfield,  deceased,  as  will  raise  the 
sum  of  about  one  hundred  poonda. 

Sale  to  be  on  the  premises.  For 
further  particulars  inquire  of 

Jacob  Towne,  Jun.  Admr. 

Topsfield,  March  17,  1794. 

8akm  OmtUe,  Mar,  95,  1794. 


To  BE  Sold 
A  valaable  Fam,  sttnated  in  Tops- 
field,  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
Meeting-House,  lying  partly  on  the 
road  leading  to  naverhtU,  and  partly 
on  the  Ipswich  road,  consisting  of 
about  150  acres,  well  wooded  and 
watered,  with  a  good  Dwelling-House, 
Barn,  Ac.  For  furtlier  particulars 
inquire  of  the  subscriber. 

Joirv  Basis. 
Topsfleia,  March  22,  1794. 
H.  B.    Terms   of  payment  may  be 
made  easy. 

Mmm  OomMs,  Jpr.  8,  1794. 
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Letters  m  the  Fost-Offlce,  Salem. 
April  8, 1794. 

TOFSFiEi.D — Jncob  Kimball. 

Salem  Oaz^ice,  Apr.  J  6, 1794. 


Died.  At  Topsfield,  Captain 
Joaeph  CummiDgs,  101. 

Sdltm  QtmtUe,  May  6, 1794. 


Order  of  Court,  to  $old  at 
JPublie  Vendue  on  Thursday  the  bth 
qf  JuM  nmt,  ai  %  a'dhw  im  th$ 

afternoon. 

So  much  of  the  Real  Estate  of 
Joshua  Towme,  late  of  Topafieid, 
deoeased,  m  will  raise  tbe  Bam  of 

about  forty  pounds;  consisting  of 
Meadow  and  Upland,  and  lying  in 
said  Topsfleld. — Sale  to  be  ou  the 
premiaes. 

Jacob  Towns,  jun.,  Adm'r. 
Topsjtdd,  May  12.  1794. 

JSalem  Gazette^  May  13,  1794. 


Dm.  At  Topafietd,  Mr.  John 
Cree,  64. 

Sokm  OaxeUef  Jwu  10,  1794. 


Lettera  in  the  Podt-Otflce, 
Salem. — June  28, 
Top^fidd.    Joseph  Kilham  <S), 

Jacob  Kimball. 

Sakim  (iazetu,  June  24,  1794. 


DiBP.  At  Topsfield,  Mra.  Sarah 
DorinaD,  widow  of  Mr.  Nathaniel 

0orman,  r  i. 

iS€Uem  Gazette,  July  1,  1794. 


To  be  Sold  at  Public  Vendue,  by 
order  of  Coarti  os  Thorsday  tbe  81st 
day  of  July  instanty  at  1  o^dock,  in 


the  afternoon. 

A  Piece  of  Swatnp  and  Meadow ; 
lying  in  Topsfield  and  Wenham,  to 
the  amount  of  eighteen  pounds,  for 
the  payment  of  the  debts  of  Joshua 
Towns,  late  of  TopsOeld,  deoeased 
— being  part  of  the  estate  of  said 
deceased :  —  Sale  to  be  on  the 
premises. 

Jacob  Towns,  Admr. 

Tops/ield,  July  14,  1794. 

Salem  GazeUe,  July  22,  1794. 


"To  be  Sold  at  Public  Vendue" 
with  other  lots  of  real  estate  about 
4  acres  of  Meadow,  at  Hunker's,  so 
called,  in  the  Town  of  TopsOeid." 

Hannah  Frisnd,  Admx. 
Wenham,  March  16,  1795. 
Saimn  QoMUe^  Mareh  17,  1795. 


Ma&riko.  At  Topsfield,  Mr. 
Daniel  Porter  of  Danvers,  to  Miss 
Bothey  Hecom  of  that  place. 

Mem  QoMtU^  iKircA24, 179&. 


Caution  to  the  Public. 

On  Saturday  last,  A         F  B 

of  TopaHeld,  was  detected  la  aelliDg 
Veal  with  part  of  the  Entrails  con- 
cealed under  the  Kidney,  in  order  to 
increase  the  weight  of  it.  It  is  said 
this  is  not  tbe  first  time  the  rogue 
haa  been  guilty. 

Se&m  GateUe^  Apr.  7,  1795. 


*'To  be  sold  at  Public  Vendue" 
with  other  lots  of  real  estate  *«abont 
6  acres  of  mowing  land  in  Topsfield* 
at  Bunker's  (so  called)." 

Hannah  Fbibnd,  Admx. 
IFenAam,  AprU  1 0,  1 796. 

Salem  Oautie,  Apr.  91,  1795. 
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DiKD.  At  iopsfieid,  Miss  Lydia 
Kimbftll.  daugliter  of  Mr.  Jaeob 

Sakm  Gazette,  May  5, 1796. 


EXCISF  ON  Carriaoes. 

The  Collector  of  Excise  on  Wheel 
Carriogea  for  tbe  Westsm  Dtotriot  of 

tho  County  of  Essex  (-R-hieh  Included 
TopsQeld)  gave  uotice  of  bis  readi- 
new  to  *»reoeive  the  Entries  and 
Duties"  on  the  mum  Moordlng  to  aot 
of  Congress. 

tSaimi  Gazette,  Aug.  4,  1795. 


Died.  At  Topsfleld,  Mr.  OoBVS- 
Uf»  Bai^CH,  age<)  46, 

Salem  Omme^  Stpi.  1, 1795. 


Died.  At  Topsfield,  rery  sudden- 
ly, Mr.  Abraham  Foster,  in  the  77di 
year  of  iiis  age. 

Sakm  gflwffl,        8, 1790. 

Fob  Tm  Smimh  (Oascxti. 

I'elhiO'OUizens, 

The  Ist  Monday  in  April  is  fast 
approaching,  when  we  are  called 
upon  by  our  happy  Oonttitiitioii  to 
exercise  one  of  tlie  most  important 
i^hts  of  FreemoQ,  vis.,  the  election 
or  a  first  Magistrate.  Here  we  will 
pMM  a  moment  for  a  few  relleetions, 
and  consider  what  are  the  prerequi- 
aitea  for  the  Electors  truly  to  exer- 
dM  tUs  right ;  and  I  believe  ft  will 
be  granted  by  every  person  of  com- 
mon sense,  tliat  knowledge  in  the 
Elector  of  tbe  Person  to  be  elected, 
UtOk  eteential  prerequMto;  bot  «a 
the  territory  of  this  Commonwealth 
is  ao  extensive,  personal  knowledge 


in  all  the  Electors  of  anv  one  Man, 
caniMft  be  ezpeetsd.  In  tbe  next 

place,  what  are  tbe  principal  qualifl- 
cations  in  the  person  to  be  elected? 
That  they  are,  iuformatioa,  probity 
and  integrity,  I  believe  will  he  as 
readily  granted — from  thence  it  will 
follow,  the  person  best  known  to 
most  of  tbe  Electors,  and  possessing 
the  aforesaid  qnaUfloatious,  is  the 
only  person  in  favour  of  wliora  the 
suffrages  for  a  First  Magistrate  ought 
to  be  given— When  these  principles 
are  sacredly  adhered  to,  then  it  is, 
the  Citizens  shew  themselves  worthy 
the  character  of  Freemen,  and  act 
eonforraably  to  tbe  prfneiple  and 
spirit  of  our  free  Constitution,  and 
when  thia  is  the  real  state  of  Repub- 
lics, happy  are  the  people — but  when 
the  Electors  are  led  by  cabals  and 
factions,  the  citiseos  eonditkm  is 
truly  deplorable. 

Now  personally  to  apply  the  prem- 
ises Conformabij  to  the  foregoing 
propositions,  no  nomination  for  a 
First  Magistrate,  appears  so  eligible, 
as  tbe  Bon/oumth  Jvoan  SoiimEB— 
who  for  near  twenty  years  has  filled 
one  of  the  most  conspicuous  and 
important  offices  in  tbe  Common- 
wealth,  with 'the  entire  approbation 
and  BatiRfnction  of  the  citizens  at 
large — When  on  tbe  Bench,  coolness 
and  candour  marked  his  temper, 
while  Law  and  Justice  governed  his 
judgment.  Add  to  these  the  knowl- 
edge he  must  have  of  tbe  Common- 
weutii,  by  means  of  bis  dnmlt 
travels ;  and  of  the  qualifications  of 
persons  necessary  for  filling  Offloee, 
are  such  irresistable  reasons,  as  will 
fakhMs  tiiefree  Eleetora  of  Essex, 
and  the  Commonwealth  at  larpe,  to 
give  him  their  fullest  support ;  and 
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te  80  doing  they  will  shew  Repnbli- 
catioQ  virtue,  by  supporting  a  re&l 
frioiirl  to  rational    liberty  and  ihe 
indelible  rights  of  maukind. 
A  tme/Hmdi^  OonUttuied  Au- 

thority. 
Topsfield,  March  24,  1796. 

Saktn  GazUte,  Mar,  29,  1796. 

Ainong  the  letters  remaining  at  the 
Poet  office,  Sale;ii  April  1,  1796  waa 
one  for  Doctor  John  Merriam  (Topa- 
field). 

Mm  Gmttte,  ApHl  5,  1796. 


DiKD.   At  TofMfield«  very  aodden- 

ly,  Capt.  Samuel  Cummings,  aged  64. 
Sokm  CkueUe,  April  12,  1796. 


Died.  At  Topsfleld*  Miss  Bettey 
Oonld  aged  82,  daughter  of  Hr. 
John  Gould. 

JSalem  GmeUe,  Moff  8, 1798. 


A  pertjon  who  had  lately  a  just 
occasioQ  to  pass  on  Topsfield  Road 
on  the  Lord's  Day,  after  aerrice, 
oonld  not  rGfrain  from  obBervation 
upon  the  careful  observance  of  it  by 
aU  classes  of  people.  lu  the  space 
of  eight  miles  after  Ave  tn  tlie  after- 
noon, he  did  not  sec  one  person 
abroad,  or  a  single  person  of  either 
sex  gazing  through  the  windows. 
While  a  free  oonntry  can  preeerve 
such  snored  regard  to  primitive  man- 
ners, they  may  expect  the  continuance 
of  ^  public  happiness,  and  the  best 
Tiflnea  nUeb  can  belong  to  natloQal 
diaraoter. 

An  enlightened  people,  under  the 
iaflnfliiee  of  nooial  and  long  establish- 
ed inrtiWiooa   of  nUgioa,  ano^ 


dated  with  hours  of  meditation, 
sober  cooTWrntiQa,  and  devotion, 
mny  hope  for  the  best  bieaabga  of 

heaven. 

All  these  families  are  warm  friends 
to  good  goTemment. 

Mtm  Om&n$t  Muff  24,  1796. 


Died.— At  TopsQeld,  Miss  Hannah 
Moore,  a^;ed  22,  dauj^hter  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Moore. 

StOtm  Qotm^  Moy  24,  1796. 


DiSD.  At  TopsBeid,  Bfr.  Stephen 
Perkins.  ^t51. 

Hakm  OoBtUe^  Niw,  8,  1796. 


DiKD.  At  TopsQeld,  much  lament 
ed,  Mr.  David  Kirnhnl!,  Hged  24,  son 
of  Mr.  Jacob  Kioibali,  who  has  been 
bereft  of  many  ehildren  within  a  few 
yean. 

StUem  GazetU^  JJte,  2,  1796. 


In  I  lie  list  of  letters  at  the  Salem 
Post  oflloe  Jan.  1,  1797,  waa  one  lor 
Adam  Ross  of  Topsfield. 

iiaim  Gazette,  Jan,  17,  1797. 


In  the  list  of  letters  at  the  Salem 
Ftet  office  April  1 ,  1797,  waa  one  for 
Doctor  Jno.  Merriam  of  TopsHcld. 
Sohm  Gazette,  Agr.  7,  1797. 


Id  the  list  of  letters  at  the  Salem 
Boat  office  Joly  1,  1797,  were  lettera 

for  Amos  Gould  and  Sylvanna 
Wildes,  Esq.,  both  of  Topsfield. 

Salem  Gazette,  July  4, 1797. 


Died.  At  TopsQeld,  Mrs.  Friscilla 
Smith,  widow  of  Samuel  Smith,  Esq., 
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deeeaacd,  d3 — a  trui^  conbcieatioue, 
piMw  and  eanmplary  woman. 

Saim  Otmrnt,  Jid^  7,  1797. 


IhxD.   At  Topafield,  Sept.  v«ry 

suddculy,  Mrs.  Maky  Avehell,  con- 
sort of  Mr.  Elijah  Averell,  and 
daughter  to  Maj.  Joseph  Goold  aged 
36.  Ab  aflieted  busfcand,  %  young 
family,  agpd  parents,  and  a  numerous 
train  of  near  oonpexions,  demand 
our  sympathy,  and  call  nt  moam 
with  them  the  unexpected  Mnoral  of 
a  .valuable  friend,  ool  Off  Id  the 
meridian  of  youth. 

Mm  0«MMt»  BtfIL  1A«  1797. 


Id  Uflt  of  Letters  at  the  Salem  Post 
Ollloe,86pl.  90,1797,  wom  lolton 
lor 

Charles  Dayis,  Topsfleld. 
Rev.  Asahel  Hontingtoo,  do 
Dr.  John  Meninnit  do 
Jonas  Merrlnm,  do 
Dttvid  Towne,  do 
Mm»  QmsUA^  Oct.  13,  1797. 


STttAT  COW. 
SntATBO  froB  Iho  Nock  ttetoro  In 

Marblehead,  Oct.  16th,  a  small  red 
Cow,  about  9  yearn  old,  has  small 
crooked  horns,  her  head  rather  dark- 
er than  her  body.  Whoever  bai 
taken  np  or  rnny  find  said  Cow,  and 
will  return  her  or  give  notice  tliereof 
to  Mr.  Moses  Gould,  at  TopsQeld, 
or  to  the  subscriber,  shall  ho  Mtta- 
bly  rownrrlrd,  and  aO  MMMUry 
charges  paid  by 

JoufV  Ruvjmwi. 
Maiblehead,  Nov.  6. 

Mm  Omttttf  ilToo.  10,  1797. 


Ail  persons  indebted  to,  or  havix^ 
any  dennnds  agafawl»  Iho  «sIbIo  of 

JOHN  LAMSON. 
late  of  New  Boston,  in  the  county  of 
Hillsborough,  and  state  of  Newhamp- 
flhirB,  tanner, deoeaaed,  are  wqmatad 
to  apply  for  settlement  to  the  sub- 
scriber, attorney  to  ±Jphraim  Jones, 
exeootor  to  ^  laal  will  aod  testa- 
ment of  aaid  deosaaed. 

Nathakibl  HAMmgni. 

Topsfldd,  Dec.  U,  1797. 


Mabbho.  Jonathan  FOrter,  of 
Danveriv  to  Sally  Boardman  of  Tiap^ 
field. 


In  Salem  Fost  Office  list  for  Dec. 
81, 1797,  were  advertlMd  letteis  for 

Rev.  Daniel  Rrcck  (9),  Topsfleld. 
Josiah  Larason,  do 
S€Uem  Gaeette,  Jan.  5,  1798. 


FOB  THB  BAUSIC  OAZBTm 

Thk  r>oo  ACT  trives  general  nneaai- 
netis  m  this  pari  of  the  county,  not 
only  as  being  founded  on  principles 
extremely  unconstitutional,  but  also 
as  carrying  on  the  very  face  of  it  a 
degree  of  partiality  to  one  part  of 
the  oonnnnnity,  equally  InJoionB  and 
offensive  to  the  other. 

Had  this  act  restricted  itself  to  a 
responsibility  oa  the  part  of  the 
owner  of  a  dog  ooMttlttlag  damage^ 
it  would  have  been  consonant  to  the 
aooud  piriaoiplra  of  jurisprudence. 

Bnt,  air,  how  happens  it  that  the 
Distrkt  of  Maine  nempted  fron 
tfaia  ooDiaaaiva  tax  on  nttealt  smm* 
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ertyf  If  dogs  are  scrviceabic  tx>  tiie 
Difltriot  of  Mftine,  are  they  oot  eqaal- 

ly  so  to  fr^rmers  in  other  parts  of  the 
Coramon  wealth?  Are  there  no  other 
parts  of  the  Coromouwealth  tbiuly 
mhabitated,  and  aboanding  in  game, 
but  the  District  of  Maine?  Pray,  sir, 
inform  me  if  the  act  would  not  go 
down  without  exempting  the  Diatrict 
of  Maine  from  its  operation. 

To  obviate  the  effecta  ot  this  hasty 
aott  it  is  proposed  here  to  vote  a 
boaoty  of  one  dollar  to  every  one 
who  may  be  liable  and  sliall  actaally 
pay  n  tax  of  one  dollar  for  one  dog. 
And  as  the  act  v«ry  wineiy  vests  the 
money  arising  from  this  tax  id  the 
dispositioa  of  the  towns— a  town  may 
doubtless  appropriate  it  nn  it  pleases ; 
those,  therefore,  who  pay  a  tax  of 
one  dollar*  will  be  reimbarsed,  and 
the  act  restricted  to  its  proper  limits 
—41  responsibility  for  damages. 

Yours,  Z. 
Topufida,  March  19.  1798. 

P.  S.  The  aet  ostensibly  is  to  pre- 
vent the  ill  consequences  frora  canine 
infectioQ.  IPray,  sir,  are  not  the 
dogs  in  the  Diatrict  of  Maine  liable 
to  this  infectionf  In  short,  those 
who  keep  dogs  as  an  nrticle  of  luxury 
can  or  will  pay  this  tax  for  them. 
The  farmer,  and  othevs  to  whom 
dogs  are  really  nwfol,  oannot  possi- 
bly afford  to  pay  a  tax  so  entirely 
disproportionate  to  any  tax  ever 
fmown  to  this  ooimtry.  It  might 
perhaps  have  been  usefally  provided 
for  in  the  act  that  yonng  dogs  should 
be  wormed.  It  is  said  to  be  the  case 
in  England. 

SaUm  thmtUe,  JfiireA  80, 1798. 


Mabwd.    At  Topefield,  Itr. 


Nath'l  Potter  of  Ipswich  to  Miss 
Fbibb  Stmonds. 

SaUm  GamUe^  AptU  16,  1798. 


Letters  nt  the  Salem  POSt  OfBoS 
March  31,  1798. 
Israel  Clarke,  Topsfleld 
Asahel  Honthigtoo,  do 
Jos.  Towne,  do 
Ebeu'r  Towne,  do 

Sakm  (fautte^  ApHl  6,  1798. 


»  To  M  8ou>. 
A  FARM  in  Topsfleld,  oonsisting 

of  about  3fi  ncres,  mowinj^  nn»1  tillage, 
with  a  good  orchard  ;  a  good  house 
and  barn  theveou.  Also  a  Wood  Lot 
in  Boxfoid,  of  about  K  acres;  and  6 
or  7  acres  of  Swamp  in  Wenhan. 
For  terms  apply  to 
Tbohas  Moon,  on  Ifts  tyremlMf . 
Top^/Uid,  July  6,  1798. 

JSalmn  GazeUe^  JtOy  6,  1798. 


Letters  at  the  Salem  Poet  offloe 
June  30,  1798. 

Rev  Asahel  Huntington,  Topsfleld 

Polly  Killam,  do 
Doctor  John  Merriam,  do 

Saletn  OazeUe^  July  10,  17dS. 


By  Order  of  Court. 
At  the  Dwelling  House  of  Mrs. 

Olive  KrowUfln  Boxford,  on  Wed- 
nesday the  29th  day  of  August,  next 
easaiugi  at  1  o'clock,  P.  M.,  will  be 
sold, 

So  mach  of  the  Real  Etitate 

of  Samuel  Brown,  late  of  Boxford, 
in  the  county  of  Essex,  yeoman, 
deceased,  as  will  amount  to  the  sutn 
of  one  tboosand  and  seTeoteen  doU 
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lars.  Said  Estate  is  sitnateci  m  Box- 
foid  and  TopaAeld  and  oonaisto  of 

the  Homestead,  containing  about  70 
acrps,  nhout  10  acres  of  Meadow 
near  WiUiam  Muuuies,  about  9  acres 
of  Pastare  near  Jesse  Periey'Si  and 
a  Wof>d  T-nt  in  Cedar  Swamp  contain- 
ing about  8  acres.  Conditions  of 
sale  to  be  made  kuowo  at  the  time 
and  place  aforaeaid. 

Thomas  Peblbt,  Adm'r. 
Boxford,  July  18,  1898. 

Salem  (Gazette,  July  10, 1798 


Died.  At  Topsfield,  on  Wednes- 
day last,  Mr.  John  Halcii,  aged  5C. 
At  quarter  past  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon,  he  was  suddenly  seized 
by  a  most  violent  spasmodic  disorder, 
Mid  after  enduring  much  pain,  ex- 
pired at  three  in  the  afternoon,  hav- 
ing been  attended  by  an  able 
pbysiciaa.  He  was,  when  seized,  in 
fttU  health  and  strength,  of  which 
be  possessed  an  uncommon  share, 
being  in  stature  fi  feet  1  inrhcs.  He 
was  noted  for  bis  probity,  integrity 
of  heart,  and  ezaet  pnnctaality  in 
all  his  engagemento;  and  be  was 
attenflcfl  to  the  grave  by  the  largest 
concourse  of  (rieuds  and  acqnain- 
tanoe  ever  before  witnessed  here. 
He  has  left  a  worthy  and  afflicted 
family  to  lament  the  loss  of  a  most 
kind  and  tender  husband,  parcui, 
bfotiier  and  friend.  A  long  and 
painful  disease  is  generally,  anci 
seems  naturally  to  have  been,  placed 
between  life  and  death,  to  the  end, 
perhaps,  that  death  itMlf  might  be 
vi(>wcd  as  a  friend  by  those  who  die, 
and  by  those  left  behind ;  but  under 
such  suddeu  and  awful  dispenaatioos 
of  Divine  Pkovidenoe,  how  maeb 


must  the  suddenness  of  the  shOOk 
add  poignancy  to  the  affliction  I  But 

the  more  awful  tlic  dispensations  of 
God  are,  the  stronger  sense  shall  we 
be  impressed  with  of  our  dependence 
on  him ;  and  the  more  able  shall  we 
be  to  turn  this  sense  to  OQT  moral 
and  spiritual  advantage. 

Salem  GazeUe,  July  13,  1798. 

Last  Sunday  afternoon,  after  ser- 
vice, the  Rev.  Mr.  Ulntinoton,  of 
Top>^fif  Id,  after  a  handsome  introduo* 
tory  address  to  his  people,  read  the 
letter  of  General  WasanraTOir,  which 
has  excited  so  much  pleasure  through- 
out the  country,  by  declaring  his 
acceptance  of  the  command  of  the 
armies  of  the  U.  States. 

Salem  GaaeiU,  Aug,  8, 1798. 


Died.  At  Topstit  1 1,  Mr  Moses 
Averell,  aged  29  ;  who,  in  the  vari- 
ous  relations  of  tife^  exhibited  an 
amiable  succession  of  the  social  and 
christian  virtues. 

Salem  Gazette,  Aug.  7,  1798. 


By  order  of  Court. 
Will  be  sold  at  Pbblic  Vendue,  on 

Thursday,  the  27th  day  of  September 
next,  fit  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Tiic  iicai  I'^Btatc  of  bTEPUEN  Pek- 
■ms,  iate  of  Topsfield,  deceased; 
couaisting  of  a  Dwelling  House  and 
Barn,  and  n!iot!t  two  acres  of  Laud, 
situated  near  the  meeting-house. 
Sale  to  be  on  the  premises. 

Robert  Perkihs,  Jon.  Admr* 

Topsfield,  August  28,  1798. 

S€Uem  GasieUe^  Aug.  31,  1798. 


DiiD.    At  Topsfield,  Mr.  John 
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LefftYoar,  aged  80. 

Saitm  0aattU,  Aug.  31 «  1798. 


Letters  remaining  at  Salem 

Puat  office  Oct.  4,  171)8. 
Isaac  Averill,  Topefield. 
Rebecca  Ingalls, 

Solem  Gazette,  Oct,  9,  1798. 


Died.  At  Topsfield,  Mrs.  Pris- 
cilla  Averill)  widow,  the  oldest 
person  in  that  town. 

ScOem  Qwteite,  Ma^  28,  1799. 


BMOKoama  Sbbvicb. 

Capt.  John  Pyuchou,  \hth  U.  S. 
Infantry^  gave  notice  to  all  who 
were  inciiaed  to  enter  the  Infantry 
of  United  States  of  the  opening 
of  a  rcnrkzvous  at  the  bouse  of  Hn 
J.  Kimball,  TopsGeld. 

Salem  Gazette,  June  18,  1799. 


TEN  DOLLARS  REWARD. 
Lost,  on  Uonday  evenin^^flaat  at 

or  withbi  a  mile  of  Putnam's  Tavern 
in  Dnnvers,  on  the  Haverhill  road,  a 
black  leathern  Pocket  Book,  contain- 
ing a  munber  of  Bank  Bills,  amount- 
ing to  upwards  of  30  dollars  and 
several  private  Notes  of  Hand.  Who- 
ever has  found  tiie  same,  and  will 
deliver  it  with  the  contents  to  the 
Bnbscribcr,  shall  be  entitled  to  tbe 
above  reward. 

John  Balch. 
N.  B.  All  peiBons  are  cautioned 
against  purchasing  the  said  notes  of 
hand. 

TopsQeld.  Nov.  15. 

Salem  Gazette^  JVbv.  19,  1799. 


Married.  At  Topsfield,  Mr.  Enos 
Lake  to  Miss  Annn  Gould  :  Mr.  Phil- 
emon Foster,  (if  Lincbrook,  to  Miss 
Nabby  Hobbs. 

Salem  Gaeetie^  Mar,  U,  1600. 


50  DOLLARS  Rt.VVAlil). 
Whereas  some  person  or  persons 

on  the  night  of  the  11th  inst  nt,  in- 
fluenced by  a  malicious  stinking  spirit, 
perpetrated  a  most  shameful  deed, 
no  less  than  conveying  a  large  qnan« 
tity  of  human  excrement  into  a 
valuable  well  of  water,  near  my 
Dwelling  iiouse.  Any  persou  or 
persons  who  will  make  discovery  of 

the  f  ng  villain  or  villians  who 

committed  or  was  concerned  in  the 
above  filthy  transaction,  so  that  he  or 
tiiey  may  be  convicted  thereof,  shall 
receive  we  above  reward 

Henry  Bradstreet. 
Topsfield,  Oct.  29. 

/Salem  Oamtte^  Get,  29,  1799. 


Advertised  letters  at  tlie  Salem 
Post  office,  Mar.  81,  1800. 
Eleaser  Lake  Topsfield. 
Hannah  Masury 

F^benezer  Town  ♦* 
Salem  OazeUe,  April  11,  1800. 


Di£D.  At  Topsfield,  on  Monday 
last,  after  a  long,  dls^vssing  sick> 
ness,  which  she  endured  with  patience 
and  lesignation,  Mrs.  Elizabrth 
TovniE,  wife  of  Mr.  Jacob  Towmk, 
aged  88. 

Salem  ^nparUal  Register^ 
May  19,  1800. 

Dud.  At  sea,  Mr.  Daniel  Pet* 
Mm,  second  mate  of  the  Fhmklin, 
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from  Bataria— he  was  a  natire  of 
Topsfield,  and  well  kuowo  in  bis 
faithfoS  atlendAiiee  ftt  th*  bvoftbe 

Sod  Tavern  for  several  years. 

3akm  Oazem^  May  29»  IBOO. 


Died.  At  Topsfleld,  Mrs.  Muth 
<Aw0,  widow,  aged  70. 

Sokm  6Mtf»  Jv^f  18,  1800. 

Died.  At  Topsfield,  after  a  long 
illnus»,  Mrs.  Sarah  Towne^  widow 
of  the  late  Mr.  Bphn^m  Toirae, 
aged  7H. 

ikUem  Gaxette,  Aug.  22,  laOU. 


DiKD.    AtTopsfield.  Sept.  20th, 
aftorasbOTt  illness,  Isaac  Averell^ 

^  jun.  A.  M.,  aged  33— Candidate  for 

the  Gofipel  Ministry.  He  bad  re- 
ceived a  call  for  setUenieiit  from  the 
church  and  society  in  Brooklleld, 
Ronth  pariHh,  and  had  given  them  an 
allirmative  answer.  The  1st  day  of 
October  next  was  assigned  for  his 
ordination.  His  numerous  acquain- 
tance will  lou'y  roTTH'mher  him  as  a 
mau  of  fnuudiitiip,  sobriety  and  vir- 
tue; aod  by  hfo  death  the  people 
whose  choice  united  in  him  as  their 
servant  in  the  Ixnd,  arc  subjected  to 
a  very  aUliclivc  disappointment. 
**OJwlaeom  hominum  tpmnJHigO- 

€Htgue  fortttnam ." 

iSakm  Gazette,  iiept.  23, 1800. 


We  are  desired  to  mention,  as  a 
Candidate  for  the  Voorth  Middle 
Dietrict, 

Mr.  SYLV Alius  WILLES, 
of  Topefleld.  This  gentlemaii  baa 
had  the  advantage  of  a  liberal  educa- 
tion, has  rend  law  with  the  late  Mr. 


PnrcRON,  and  been  regularly  intro- 
duced to  the  practice  Uiereof ,  but  is 
at  present  oeeopied  in  agrienltore, 

has  for  several  years  been  a  Repre- 
sentative in  the  General  Court,  is  a 
man  of  good  moral  and  political 
prineipala,  and  posseseee  that  intelli- 
genoe,  firmness  and  iutp.znty,  which 
are  essential  in  the  character  of  a 
National  le  gislator.  It  is  presumed 
that  he  will  unite  the  fedeiM  snflkig- 
ee  of  the  District 

[We  hope  the  FysderaHsts  of  tim 

Fourth  Middle  District  will  agree  on 
one  Can<^if^ntf>  before  they  enter 
warmly  into  Uie  electioneering  con- 
test.] 

Sakm  Gamm^  (kL  >1, 1800. 


Diri)  At  Topsfleld,  Oct.  IS, 
Miss  CatheriM  WiiieSf  sged  84 — 
Wboee  ambble  and  benevolent  de- 
portment through  life  secared  lier  llie 
esteem  niid  affection  of  !ier  acquain- 
tance, and  entitled  ber  to  the  honor- 
able appellation  of  moCAir  in 
Israel,"  though  she  bad  neltber 
husband  nor  children. 

Saiem  GaxeUe,  Oc$.  24,  1800. 


Lost  on  Sunday  evening  last, 
between  Topsfield  Bridge  and  the 
Sun  Tavern  in  Salem,  a  round  Sr\hle 
Tippet.  Whoever  has  taken  it  up, 
and  will  return  it  to  the  printer,  shall 
be  handsomely  rewarded. 

Mem  i/mt$$e^  M.  81»  1800. 


Died.  At  Sturbridge,  Mr.  Mi 
Tomte,  formerly  of  Topefield,  aged 
69. 

SahM  Qtmem^  Ntm.  21, 1800. 
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A  Historical  SUetcli  of  the  Metliodiet 
Bpl€ioopal  Cliurcti  in  a:^op»fleld. 

Bf  Mm.  Clammu  Glaziu. 


In  that  part  of  Topsfleld  uow 
kacnm  aa  ''The  City"  wau  the  iMglii- 
n!ng  of  Metbodism  in  this  town. 
'*The  at^*  waa  ibeu  knowu  aA 
•«Hobbt'  CHj"  from  the  fact  that 
tlMie  were  ao  many  familiee  by  tlw 
name  of  Hobbs  livinf^  there 

In  May  I8d0,  CUarlea  Do(%e  aod 
Sim  Olaiier,  both  of  Ipewieh,  «t  tlie 
earnest  invitation  of  Sister  Olive 
Clarke  kindly  coD8ente<l  to  come  to 
TopiA^  and  bold  meetiogs  in  the 
North  Bohool-lMNMe. 

Charles  Dotlge  was  a  brnthrr  of 
Planning  Dodge  of  Ipswich,  and 
Eara  Glazier  waa  a  native  of  New 
Hampehire,  a  baker  by  trade.  Ho 
came  to  Ipswich  and  oot  up  bli 
buslnbss  there. 

Mrs.  Israel  Clarke,  more  familiarly 
known  as  Aunt  Olive/'  was  a  native 
of  Topaficld,  Itvinir  on  tht'  n>n(l  to 
Ipswich  at  what  la  now  kuowu  aa 
•<Willowdale*"  Herinftlden  oeme  wee 
Redington.  She  was  very  eccentric  in 
her  ways,  tell  and  graceful  in  appear- 
ance ;  she  nsualiy  wore  a  black  silk 
odeeh,  oilieo  dfeee  end  e  bleok  eilk 
handkerchief  acroBB  her  shoulders. 
She  becnme  interested  in  Metho- 
diam  while  visiliug  her  sister  iu  Lyuu, 
•nd  ae  there  was  no  Methodist  ohnreb 
in  Topsfleld  she  froqupntly  rode  to 
Ipswich  with  her  neighbor,  Mr.  Amoa 
Gould.  Here  she  became  aoqnainted 
wllh  MX.  Dodge  end  Mr.  Oleiler, 
two  earnest  ohiuroh  workers. 

By  lier  invitation  tliey  came  to 


Topsficld  and  held  a  meeting  m  the 
North  School-boQse  in  May,  1880. 
The  bniMing  was  then  located  in  the 
field  lying  in  the  comer  of  the  Ips- 
wich road  and  the  Boony*a  Feather- 
bed road,  so-called  being  parliapa  a 
hundred  feet  from  the  comer. 

We  quote  the  words  of  Mr.  Glazier : 
**Chi  approaching  the  aehooUioaee 
we  saw  a  few  standing  outside  the 
house  RnH  remarked  one  to  the  other 
that  we  supposed  those  were  all  the 
people  we  would  have  lo  talk  to  on 
that  day.  However  we  were  very 
much  inistakoii,  for  wIhhj  we  reached 
the  door  we  aaw  that  the  room  was 
weUlUled.  After  Introdndng  oar- 
selves  we  opnicd  the  service  by  sing- 
ing, this  was  followed  by  prayer, 
then  a  portion  of  the  scriptnre  waa 
read,  followed  by  earnest  exhorta- 
tion, thon  sini^lng  of  revival  hymns." 
Mr.  Glazier  was  a  fine  singer,  and 
ffeqnently  etarted  a  hymn  dnrioff  the 
aervice  appropriate  to  what  had  been 
said,  which  was  taken  np  by  the 
congregation.  One  of  Mr.  Glaizier's 
favoritoa  waa,  *'The  judgment  day 
is  rolling  round."  Near  the  close  of 
the  Horvice,  as  a  great  interest  was 
mauii'est,  Mr.  Glazier  asked  all  those 
who  wtobed  to  eeek  the  Lord  to  rise. 
A  young  lady  quietly  arose  and 
asked  to  be  prayed  for.  At  the  end 
of  the  service  a  vote  waa  taken  to 
eee  how  many  were  in  favor  of  thefar 
coming  the  following  Sunday.  Every 
hand  was  raised.    When  the  next 
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Sabbath  came  arouDd  a  still  larger 
number  gathered  In  tlie  school-house. 
Three  meetings  were'  held  on  that 
day.  At  the  close  of  the  third  meet- 
ing a  similar  invitation  was  given  as 
00  the  prevknn  Sanday.  .'In  response 
to  Uiis  invitation  deven  arose  and 
while  ptnndinf?  the  yoang  lady  who 
had  asked  to  be  prayed  (or  on  the 
prevfoas  Hnnday  aroeeand  espreaaed 
the  joys  of  her  own  salvation.  At 
the  close  of  the  meeting  held  on  the 
third  Sabbath  ttve  more  manifested  a 
deeite  to  follow  Chrlat.  On  the 
following  Sunday  the  schooUhouse, 
which  woald  seat  about  sixty  per- 
sons, was  so  crowded  that  the  breth- 
ren eoald  hardly  find  atanding  room 
in  which  to  addrcna  the  people,  of 
whom  many  were  8tandiu<T  ontside. 
Before  separating  Uiat  day  some  of 
thoaa  present  aaid  they  wonid  try  to 
get  permission  to  hold  thn  meetings 
in  Capt  John  Adams'  barn,  which 
was  large  and  commodious.  This 
barn  is  now  owned  by  Ramey  HulIU 
gan.  Permission  was  soon  obtained 
and  accordingly  the  burn  was  clear- 
ed and  seats  of  rough  boards  provid- 
ed for  all  who  might  come,  and  all 
agreed  that  it  was  a  delightful  place. 
As  Mr.  Glazier  himself  has  said : 
**The  swallows  were  feeding  their 
yooag  op  in  the  top  and  singing  to 
them,  and  down  on  the  floor  God 
was  converting  souls.  How  beauti- 
ful the  thought  that  our  dear  Savior 
was  bom  in  a  barn,  and  that  He 
condetocends  to  make  tbia  a  place  for 
redeemed  souls.'* 

Deacon  Adanie,  grandfather  of 
Mi^.  Snsan  Perktna,  and  father  of 
^Tr  .}nhn  Adams,  who  owned  the 
iiuru  where  the  meetings  were  held, 
had  bera  a  deacon  of  the  Tabemada 


Church  iu  Salem  for  twenty-flve  years 
and  was  an  earnest  exhorter,  proving 
of  great  help  in  the  meetinga.  Bar. 
Jacob  Sfvnborn  of  Ipswich  enme  and 
preached  occasionally  during  that 
anrnmeff.  In  haying  time,  aa  the 
barn  was  needed,  they  were  (xxmpellad 
to  returned  to  the  school-bouse. 
A  class  meeting  was  organised  and 
r^olar  me^nga  held.  The  eonfarta 
were  pnt  on  aa  months'  probation 
heforo.  uniting  with  the  church  as 
was  customary.  In  Aogust  thirteen 
were  baptised  In  the  Ipawloh  rlTcr 
back  of  Captain  Adams'  bam. 
Joshua  Wildes,  Israel  Wildes,  Steph- 
en Eartlett,  David  Hood,  Phoebe 
Hood,  Captain  larael  BUiott,  Mary 
Elliott,  Mary  Blaisdell,  Celinda  Aver- 
ill  and  Clarissa  Wildes  were  led  into 
the  water  and  immersed  by  Rev.  Jacob 
Sanborn  and  three  othera  were 
sprinkled  while  kneeling  on  the  bank  : 
Elizabeth  Rust,  Sally  Adams  and 
VNTilliam  Cummings.  A  large  uum- 
hw  of  people  gathered  to  witneea  the 
ceremony.  The  sprviccp  cnnsistpd 
of  singing,  reading  of  scripture  and 
prayer.  The  baptismal  robes  of  the 
Ipawicb  Church  were  bonowed  fertile 
oocnsTon.  These  were  of  a  slate 
color  with  lead  in  the  bottom  of  the 
skirt  to  prevent  it  floating  on  the 
surface  of  the  water. 

Tn  September  a  young  man,  William 
Nanneawen,  was  appointed  to  this 
charge  by  the  presiding  elder.  He 
remained  only  a  few  weeks  and  waa 
followed  by  Rev  Isaac  TJ.  Swiner- 
ton,  who  remained  until  the  follow- 
ing eeaalon  of  the  Conference. 

On  Oct.  80, 1880  the  society  was 
organized  into  a  M«!thodi8t  Episcopal 
Church,  called  a  branch  of  the  Ipswich 
ehnrch,  and  had  fifteen  nembefa. 
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At  the  session  of  the  New 
EngUmd  Conference  beld  in  Maj» 
1881t  BtT.  B.  D.  BtstariMOok  WM 

appointed  to  this  charge.  He  ad- 
Tooated  the  immediate  erection  of  a 
cbarch  building  and  the  members 
And  frtends  entered  heartily  npoo 
ihp  work,  Mr.  Timothy  Monroe  of 
LyoD  was  engaged  to  buiid  the 
house.  He  prepared  the  lumber 
aud  had  it  brought  to  Topsfield  all 
ready  to  be  put  topothor.  Land 
waa  given  by  Mr.  Aaron  Kneelaod 
00  llie  Newwurypoft  tDmp&e.  Hie 
frame  of  the  building  was  raised 
Oct.  19,  183!  without  thenae  of 
ardent  epini»,  which  is  very  a^^nif- 
ieaat  tnm  the  faet  that  at  ttiat  time 
it  was  customary  for  the  builders 
to  be  ^'strengthened*'  in  thair  work 
by  ardent  spirits. 

Ths  balUUng  wm  forty  feet  square 
in  size,  having  a  plain  pitch  roof 
with  chimney  in  the  rear  end. 
There  were  two  doors  at  the  front 
end  opening  directly  into  the  aodi- 
cnce  room  nnri  loratod  between 
them,  high  against  the  wall)  was 
the  pnlpit  bnOt  in  Hm  lonn  of  a 
eemi-cirde.  Atllie  Norirere  three 
rniscd  pews  or  slips  nsed  by  the 
aiosers.  Two  stoves,  on  either  side 
end  in  tnm%  of  tlie  pnlpit,  weie 
nsed  to  heat  the  room. 

It  was  customary  with  the  Metho- 
dist churches  to  hold  in  the  Fail 
irtwl  wne  eeUed  ^Foor  l>ay*e  meet- 
ing." In  September  the  presiding  rider 
appointed  a  camp-meeting  here  as 
there  was,  as  yet,  no  church.  Ac- 
eordingly  a  maple  grove  hwlnngiwg 
to  Mr.  John  P.  Feahody,  on  tin 
old  Ipswich  roadf  was  hired  tar  four 
days  for  forty  doUem.  The  imder* 
fariMiwie  denied  nwmy  end  lH|e 


trees  felled  for  seats.  A  preacher's 
stand  was  erected  and  the  different 
eodetiee  eet  no  tlieir  tenti  ebont  it 
in  a  circle.  Societies  came  from 
Boston,  Salem,  Lynn,  Newburyport 
aud  from  many  small  towns  iu  ttie 
dietriet.  They  Iwought  tiielr  tenta, 
cooking  utensil. s  and  other  similar 
necessaries  in  large  baggage  wagons. 
The  meetings  were  conducted  by 
presiding  elder  Lambert,  asaisted 
by  the  ministers  in  the  district. 
Father  Merrill  and  Father  Taylor 
were  two  of  the  imwt  imp<N'tent. 

During  the  meetinge  one  of  tibe 
sisters  went  into  a  trfinoM  and  ap- 
^ared  dead.  Some  wished  to  give 
ner  reetoretlvee  lint  othere  Mid* 
''No,  she  will  come  out  of  it  all 
right  and  tell  us  what  she  has  seen." 
and  it  so  happened  that  she  came 
ontBhonting  •«Glory  to  God." 

A  feature  of  the  mectiflgs  was 
the  enthusiastic  singing  of  the  con- 

r^Uon  i  also  the  great  interest 
the  mtniatere  words  shown  by 
heart V  responses  of  **Anenl"  end 
»«Gloiy  to  God  r* 

Tlie  meetingf  went  on  gloriously 
for  fonr  deys  and  neny  persona 
were  converted.  They  were  largely 
attended  by  visitors  from  all  the 
edjoining  towne«  for  en  opw  etr 
meeting  had  never  before  been  held 
in  this  vicinity.  Notwithstanding 
the  great  suc<»aa  (A  the  meeti^e 
it  wee  n  nnmber  of  yeeie  before 
another  "camp  meeting"  was  held 
and  Uieo  at  Asbary  Grove,  Hem- 
ilton. 

HsTing  referred  to  the  centp- 

meeting  the  dedication  of  the  ch;:  rc^ 
ie  the  next  incident  of  note,  it  oc- 
cnnring  Dee.  S8,  1831.  The  dedi- 
wen  pteednd  by  Ber. 
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Enoch  Mudgc  of  Lynn,  using  for 
his  text  II  Chron.6:  18:  <'But  will 
God  in  very  deed  dwell  with  men 
on  the  earth?  nrlioUl,  hrnven  and 
tile  heaven  of  lieaveus  cannot  con- 
tain thee ;  how  mach  leM  this  house 
wbiflli  I  have  built  1"  Scriptures 
ware  read  and  prayer  offered  by 
Rev.  Jesse  Fillmore  of  8alem.  The 
hcNUM  was  erowded  with  ao  attentive 
audience.  The  interest  manifested 
during  the  following  year  was  crood. 

Bev.  R.  D.  Easterbrook  reuiaiued 
iMie  one  year.  He  was  followed  by 
Thomas  Stetson,  who  removed  from 
his  apiwintment  in  June  1882.  The 
only  infoimation  which  can  be  gain- 
ed of  his  pastorate  is  the  following 
brief  notice  in  Zion's  Herald: — 
*'Oar  Zion  here  when  seen  by  mortal 
eye  appears  quite  feeble,  and  wo 
are  often  ready  to  cry  out  with  the 
prophet  *By  whom  shall  Jacob  arise? 
for  he  is  small.'  But  when  witli  an 
eye  of  faith  we  view  the  Lord  an 
he  is  seen  in  all  bis  worlis,  a  far 
more  pleasant  prospect  opens  be- 
fore us.  We  have  been  cheered 
of  late  with  some  tokens  of  the 
Divine  Presence  in  onr  meetinge. 
Much  more  union  prevails  in  the 
church,  and  a  number  of  souls  are 
enqpiriug  the  way  to  Zion.  To 
Qod  alone  be  all  the  glory." 

At  the  session  of  (jonferenee  in 
1833,  Rev.  David  Culver  was  ap> 
pointed  to  this  charge. 

Mr.  Culver  was  the  first  married 
minister  who  was  sent  here  by  the 
Coofcrenoe.  They  lived  in  the  house 
where  Miss  Hattie  Porter  now  lives, 
tlien  owned  by  Mr.  Jacob  Towns, 
occupying  two  rooms,  one  on  the 
lower  Uoor,  the  other  upstairs  and  at 
the  opposite  side  of  the  iKNise.  The 


rent  was  twenty  dollars  a  year.  A  sin- 
gular contrast  to  the  accommodations 
now  given   our  modem  clergymen. 

Mrs.  Culver  hnd  a  visage  mnrked 
with  intelligence.  She  wore  a  white 
satin  cap  crown  bonaetv  a  drab-oolor- 
ed  dress,  a  plain  white  shawl  over 
her  shoulders  and  nlways  appeared 
singularly  neat  and  plain.  8be  was 
upright,  graoefol  and  ranaikably 
Mtive,  and  possessed  a  fond  of  anec- 
dote that  made  her  company  agree- 
able as  well  as  iustiuctive.  Zion's 
Herald  of  Jnly  18d8  says  the 
following  of  Mr.  Culver's  pastorate : 
**There  is  a  general  quickening  in 
the  church,  and  many  appear  to  feel 
an  ttousnal  hungering  and  thirating 
after  righteousness  and  manifest  that 
it  is  the  longing  desire  of  their  souls 
to  be  filled  with  perfect  love.  There 
is  also  an  increasing  attention  in  the 
congregation  to  the  preaohiog  of  ths 
Word." 

^r.  Culver  remained  one  year  and 
was  followed  by  Bev.  Benj.  King,  a 

licensed  preacher  from  Lynn,  who 
supplied  a  few  weeks,  when  he  asked 
to  be  removed.  Mr.  King  was  paid 
his  expenses  to  and  from  Lynn  but 
received  nothing  for  his  services  as 
preacher.  Rev.  Charles  S.  McRcad- 
ing  of  Boston  supplied  until  Novem- 
ber. Previous  to  coming  to  Topsfield 
he  wfis  ptrttioned  in  Salem,  where, 
finding  his  people  proud  and  am^ant, 
he  preached  them  a  sermon  from  the 
text  found  in  Ecc.  10;  1:  '*D^ 
flies  cause  the  ointment  of  the  a[>oth- 
eoary  to  send  forth  a  stinking  savour ; 
so  doth  a  little  folly  hbn  that  is  in 
repntatibn  for  wisdom  and  honour." 
The  people  resented  it  and  he  left  at 
bis  own  request.  There  being  a 
vacancy  at  this  chnreb  he  came  here. 
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His  family  consisted  of  a  wife  and  and  at  Hamilton.  The  following  is 
oneehild.  They  occupied  the  same  from  Z ion's  Herald  of  Nov.  1888: 
rooms  as  Mr.  Culver  The  society  '*God  is  reviviiicr  his  work  in  a  most 
furnished  their  houselieepiug  goods,  glmioos  manner  in  this  place.  Our 
they  being  the  flnt  wiw  were  foiiiiiiid  dinrali  bM  been  rfaring  in  ai^rftaality ; 
with  furniture  by  the  society,  tod  our  meetings  have  been  ineittMlog 
regolarly  received  their  Sunday  mom-  in  interest,  and  there  have  hoen 
ing  brealcfast  of  baked  beans  and  awakenings  and  conversions  among 
blown  breed  bot  from  tbe  briek  o?en  oe  for  months  pest  ■  Wlti^  a  few 
of  Mrs.  Eunice  Wildes.  days  fifty  persons  have  been  brought 

In  November  Rev.  Henry  Skinner   from  darkucBs  to  light  and  from  the 
was  sent  here  by  the  presiding  elder ;   powers  of  Satan    unto  God.  ike 
he  remained  notll  Jnly  1885.  During  aged,  the  middle-aged  and  the  young 
his  pnstorate  many  were  converted,  have  been  converted ;  but  the  greater 
At  this  time  the  number  of  choroh  number  are  young  persons  and  a 
members  imdnding  probationers  was  laige  proportion  young  men,  promis- 
twenty-thiee  wttb  a  Sabbath  school  ing  much  usefolneesto  the  Chnrdh. 
of  between  thirty  nn?!  forty  scholars.   Twenty  joined  m  on  trial  last  Sun- 
The  society  was  then  without  a  pas-  day  and  others  are  ready  to  do  tbe 
tor  till  Jan.  1886  wben  tiie  presiding  same.  Our  drardi  has  been  smiUl 
elder  api)oiuted  Rev,  John  E.  Risley   from  the  beginning,  numbering  only 
who  remained    till  April.    He  was   thirty-four  mem^'Ts  last  June.  A 
followed  by   Rev.  S.  £.  Pike  who  few  individuals  iiuve  ttoruc  the  bur- 
lemained  till  December.    From  Dec-  dens  here  for  yean.    God  is  now 
ember  to  July  Rev.  G.  T.  Vnnlc  :\   adding  to  them  grace  and  numbers. 
Lynn  preacher  supplied  so  accepta-  Of  some  large  families  in  which  there 
biy  thai  he  was  statfoned  here  by  the  were  no  profrasors   almost  every 
Conference  for  the  followfaig  yesr.  member  is  converted  to  Giod.  We 
During  his  ministry  eleven  persons   hope  this  wo?k  wi!!  nrtt  rease  notil 
Joined  the  church.    In  July  18S8  all  are  brought  to  the  kuowledge  of 
Rev.  0»  W.  tiates,  brottier  to  Lewis  the  Troth.    Oar  meetings  continoe 
Bates,  D.  D.,  of  Boston  was  appoint-  very  interesting.    Praise  is  due  our 
ed  here.    He  was  a  young  man  of  sinjjfTR  who  nre    punctual  in  iheW 
pleasing  addrujiis,    full  of  faith  in   atteuduucc  and  perform  their  part  of 
God  and  generally  beloved  by  all  divine  worship  with  apirit  and  with  a 
the  people.    Ditrins^  the  first  part  of  good  understanding.    We  feel  very 
his  ministry   he  decided  to  have  a  grateful  also  for   the   timely  and 
**Four  Day's  Revival  Meeting,"  begin-  faithful  labors  of  Bros.  Israel  Wash- 
ning  Sept.  26th.    Such  an  interest  burn  and   George  Knight,  but  all 
wns    mnnifested  that  tho  mcrtinii>   the  p:!ory  belongs  to  Ood ;  for  we 
were    continued  until    mid-winter,   were  never  more  oonvmced  that  a 
Aboot  one  hundred  souls  were  eon-  work  was  His." 
verted  of  whom  twenty-six  united      At  the  close  of  Mr.  Bates'  ministry 
with  the  church,  others  joining  the  July  1839  Rev.  Chester  Field  was 
Congregational ists  here,  at  Linebrook  stationed  here.  During  his  pastoratCt 
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as  iho  oongrcgatiuu  imU  come  to  be 
oomposod  maiBly  of  people  fhim  tiie 

village,  it  was  decided  to  move  the 
church  to  that  part  of  the  town. 
Accordingly  it  was  started  Jau.  ^, 
1840,  Ibr.  Pearl  Tapley  of  Tapley- 
ville  tnoYin^  the  bnilding  with  fifty 
yoke  of  oxen,  it  followed  this  route : 
through  Mr.  Aaron  Kueeland's  field, 
acro68  the  road  over  Mr.  SimoDda' 
plain,  now  owned  by  Mr.  Henderson, 
across  the  field  between  Boardman's 
and  Simonds'  over  the  meadow  back 
of  Mr.  Batchelder's  house,  now  own- 
ed hy  ^Ir.  Cram,  and  through  the 
field  into  the  main  road,  then  back 
of  the  bonaes  of  Abram  Welch  and 
Gilbert  BalcAk  While  it  was  going 
across  the  meadow  back  of  Abram 
Welch's  house  the  cable  broke  three 
times  ao  tliat  it  waa  likely  to  hate  to 
stay  there  and  some  very  uncharitable 
thoughts  were  expressed  by  some, 
that  it  was  in  a  good  place  and  they 
hoped  ft  would  lutvo  to  stay  there. 

However  it  got  along  all  right  and 
was  placod  on  laud  west  of  Main 
street  near  what  is  now  the  house  of 
John  B.  Lake.  The  nee  of  this  land 
was  donated  by  Mr.  Richard  Phillips. 
After  moving  the  church  it  was  repair- 
ed and  painted  for  the  first  time  at  a 
coat  of  about  two  bnndred  dollara. 

Rev.  Mr.  Field  remaining  here  one 
year  was  followed  by  Rev.  L.  B. 
Gritlin  who  held  bpeciul  revival  ser- 
▼ioee,  ae  a  resolt  of  wbieb  twenty-Ave 
persons  joined  the  church  on  trial 
while  fifty  more  were  reported  as 
attending  class  meetings. 

In  July  1841  Bev.  Aaoe  Walton 
was  appointed  to  this  charge.  He 
lived  in  the  house  now  occupied  by 
£.  Otis  Gould.  During  bis  miuiatry 
fleveral  penons  united  with  the 


church  and  the  Sunday  school  was 
in  a  flonriabing  condition.  Tbe  neact 

Trtinipter  was  Rev.  H.  C.  Dunham, 
who  was  followed  by  Rev.  T    J.  P. 
Coiiycr.     Ue  remaiued  two  years, 
being  the  first  minlater  to  remain 
that  length  of  time.    He  lived  in  the 
stoue  house  at  the  top  of  Pinirrcc's 
hill,  which  was  turn  dowu  a  few 
years  ago,  attending  meetings  twice 
a  week  at  '*The  City,*'  during  his 
first  year.    He    carried  on  revival 
services  in    tbe   churches.    As  be 
entered  tbe  door  and  while  talcing  off 
hiR  overcoat  he  would  commence  to 
siug  Ilia  favorite  bymo,  '^Jerusalem, 
my  happy  home,  name  ever  dear  to 
roe."    During  his    aacond  year  he 
lived  in  Mr.  Hilly  Emerson's  house, 
now  owned  by  Mr.  Humphrey  Balcb. 
His  anooesBor,  Rev.  Hoses  Webster, 
was  transferred  from  the  Maine  Con- 
ference and  stationed  here  in  May 
1845.    A  very   pleasant  year  was 
passed  by  pastor  and  people.  He 
was  followed  by  Rev.  John  Panlaon, 
who  remained  one  year.    His  suc- 
cessor was  Rev.  Wm.  R.  Stone,  who 
remained  two  years. 

In  May  1849  Rev.  Kinsman  At- 
kinson was  appointed  to  this  field  of 
labor,  and  entered  upon  his  pastorate 
with  a  determination  to  boild  s  par- 
sonage. He  bought  land  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Lane  and  commenced  to 
erect  a  buiidiug  at  his  own  expense. 
Soon  the  tmatoea  aesomed  the  task 
but  the  work  went  ou  so  slowly  that 
the  buiidiug  was  not  completed  until 
the  close  of  Mr.  Atkinson's  second 
vear.  Like  Moees  of  old  he  oonld 
look  into  but  could  not  enter  the 
promised  home.  Mr.  Atkiuson  was 
born  in  Maiue  and  was  one  of  twelve 
children.   He  was  gradnated  frooB 
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Harvard  Colkae  in  1694  and  for  five 
years  pnaebed  flRHii  Congregatiomt 
polpitBf  bat  in  1848  he  changed  his 
views  of  charch  gOTemmeut  and 
joined  the  li.  £.  church.  While 
8litloii«d  in  town  he  lilrad  Ihe  IVipt- 
fipld  Academy  building  and  taught 
one  term  of  eleven  weeks.  During 
his  pastorate  he  also  taught  a  winter 
ton  ci  school  at  Linebrook  parish 
and  at  the  East  scliool  in  Topsfiold. 

Ber.  John  G.  Carey,  who  was  ap- 
pototed  bare  in  Ainu  1851,  wm  tae 
first  minister  to  oooopjtiie  parsonage. 
Hp  remaiot'd  two  years  and  took 
some  steps  toward  erecting  a  more 
oolDiDoilfonB  oliQfoh  Inifldnig.  A 
building  committee  was  appointed 
consistitig  of  Andrew  Gould,  William 
Ray  aud  Alfred  Towne.  The  site 
selected  WM  tiiat  upon  which  the 
rJnirch  now  standn.  Tlip  Irnul  whr 
bought  of  Mr.  Uumpbrev  Balob  for 
four  hnndrod  dotlara  and  the  bnild- 
ing  DOW  med  was  oommenced.  The 
architect  was  H.  Graves  of  lk>8ton, 
who  being  a  Methodist  gave  his 
MrHoes.  The  earpentera  were: 
Samuel  Clarke,  Daniel  Willoy,  Isaiah 
M.  Small.  Cyrus  Peabody,  WiUlam 
Welch,  Jacob  Koater  and  John  H. 
Potter.  The  palntefa  were:  A. 
Harden  of  Goon!:ctown  and  James 
Henderson.  Rev.  Mr.  Carey  remain- 
ed two  years  andwat  followed  by 
Bar.  A.  F.  BatU>y  who  remained  one 
year  during  which  time  Hie  work  d 
building  continued. 

InlUj  1854,  Rev  J.W.  Bamis, 
transferred  from  the  Vermont  CoB- 
ference,  was  stationed  here. 

The  church  structure  being  com- 
pleted was  dedicated  Jane  14,  1854. 
Through  Mr.  Andrew  Gould's 
efforts  the  bell  had  been  procured 


and  placed  in  position.   Mr.  WiUp  . 
faun  Bay  donalBd  tlie  polpit,  lEr. 
John   Cary   gave  tiM    Bible  and 
hymn  book,  Mr.  Stephen  Bartlett 

Sve  the  commonion  service.  The 
dlee'  Soeifltv  fomislied  tiie  home. 
On  the  morning  of  the  dedication 
the  presiding  elder,  Rev.  L.  Crowell, 
preached    the  sermon.     Rev.  Mr. 
CoUyer  preached  in  tlia  afternoon. 

Mention  hns  been  made  of  the 
gift  of  a  pulpit.  In  this  oonneo- 
tkm  ft  la  iDteieetiiig  to  note  that  tlia 
pulpit  in  the  old  Imildiog  was  givoi 
to  Mr.  Stephen  Bartlett  and  in 
time  came  into  the  possession  of 
Jaowa  Manning,  who  gave  ft  to  Bon. 
George  B.  Ixyving  of  Salem. 

The  old  cluirch  baildtng  was  sold 
to  Isaiah  M.  Smalt,  who  built  it 
overlntDa  barn  at  his  house  long 
known  as  ''High  Rock  Cottage," 
from  the  fact  it  is  modeled  after 
ringer  John  W.  Hntddnaon'a  hooae 
at  High  Book,  Lynn.  It  is  stand- 
ing today,  the  double  window  In 
one  end  having  occupied  the  place 
of  honor  behind  the  pulpit  In  tte 
old  days. 

Wliori  tlic  proj^cnt  church  wa.s 
buiii,  there  was  uo  public  hall  m 
town  of  move  than  very  moderate 
seating  capacity,  so  the  lower  story 
of  the  building  was  fitted  up  for 
use  as  a  public  hall  in  oonnectaoo 
with  church  uses.  A  platform  waa 
built  and  here  for  many  years  the 
annual  town  meeting  was  held  and 
public  gatheriaga  of  trhataver 
nature.  The  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War  saw  many  stirring  meetings 
and  when  the  project  of  erecting 
a  Town  Hall  was  oonvaeaad,  one 
town  rnocting  was  adjourned  from 
Union   Hail,  as  it  haa  ever  been 
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kiKMni»lothe  wide  exfMUueof  the 

Mooquhod/'  until  the  conHtables 
oonld  line  up  the  ''yeau"  and  ''nays" 
and  duly  count  tiie  samo. 

Bev.  Mr.  Bemis  remained  till 
September  Mr.  Hnyler,  a  local 
raeachej:,  supplied  till  Uie  next 
Coiifttraooe.  His  loeeoMor,  Utit 
John  Smith,  remained  one  year.  In 
April  1856  Bev.  Franklin  Furber 
waa  stationed  here,  who  said  of  his 
pastorale,  **It  waa  nmaikable  only 
for  accomplishing  nothing."  His 
successor,  Abrahnm  Osjjood,  held 
revival  aervioea.  Tliiity  were  con- 
verted. 

The  noit  minister,  Rev.  George 
Sutbcrlaud,  gathered  the  fruits  of 
his  predeceasor'a  revival.  Soon 
after  his  arrival  he  learned  that  a 
heavy  debt  of  tliree  tlionsund  and 
three  hundred  dollars  was  resting 
npon  the  oboroh.  Havinc  oon- 
sulted  wlUi  the  trustees  and  found 
them  favora'tlo  in  •Any  |>!;tn  for  can- 
celling the  BHine,  tie  raimid  sutii- 
dent  OMMiey  by  subscriptioo  and 
church  aid  to  cancel  the  debt.  Tlie 
church  should  ever  bold  liim  in 
grateful  remembrauco  for  ttiis 
noble  Mfvioe. 

The  Sunday  when  Mr.  Suther- 
land preached  bis  last  sermon  was 
long  remembered  in  town.  At  its 
oloae  he  publicly  announced  that 
the  services  of  the  olioir  would  be 
no  longer  needed* 

This  wae  a  dSmSaul  of  8«miiel 
S.  McKenzie,  wfao  had  terved  «• 
ehortetcr  for  many  years. 

In  the  old  church  he  had  intro- 
daoed  the  oae  of  tnetniaieiita  in 
connection  with  the  singing  and 
his  brn^s  clarinet,  the  product  of 
his  iu^cnuity,    shrill  in  tone  and 


ever  the  object  of  much  totegeet, 

now  rests  on  exhibition  in  the 
rooms  of  the  Essex  Institute  at 
Salem.  Other  players  were  John 
Peabody  on  the  clarinet,  BenJ.  P. 
Adams  on  the  bass  viol,  and  some- 
times Frederick  Stiles  who  was 
very  profleleni  on  llie  doable  beae. 

In  April  l8eo«  Bev.  J.  W.  Lewis 
was  appointed  to  this  eharp^e,  pass- 
ing a  quiet  year.  His  successor, 
B^.  A.  D*  MerrUI,  more  faniUariy 
known  as  "Father  Merrill,"  was 
thought  much  of  hy  the  people.  He 
tried  to  improvo  the  parsonage 
grounds  by  planting  trees  and  vinee 
and  raised  sixty  dollars'  worth  of 
strawberries  on  the  parsonage  land. 

Bev.  B.  8.  Snow,  who  was  sent 
herenezt»wae  very  well  liked  by 
the  people  TT5'^  successor,  Rev.  F. 
G.  Morris,  was  a  very  talented 
pieacher  end  remitted  two  yenra. 
In  April,  when  Mr.  Lincoln  waa 
shot,  serviofs  were  held  in  the 
churches  all  over  the  country.  Mr. 
Morrb  preaohed  ttie  fnnerel  eennon 
in  this  town. 

In  1866,  Rev.  George  Chapman 
was  slalioued  here.  At  the  last 
qoerterly  conferenoe  of  the  year  It 
was  voted  to  ask  the  Hishop  to 
leave  Topsfleld  *^to  be  supplied." 
The  vote  was  passed  because  the 
brethren  thought  it  woold  beim* 
poRsiblo  to  pay  a  minister  imuhilxIi  to 
support  him.  During  the  session 
of  lae  Amraal  Cooferenee^  however, 
the  people  changed  their  niindi  and 
wrote  the  Bishop  to  try  them  one 
year  more.  Ao(x>rdiagiy  Bev.  Wm. 
Bridgea  was  tent  heie.  In  hie 
words,"The  huddiiif^  and  the  blos- 
soming was  unpropitioim  but  the 
fruit  was  goo<l.''    During  the  first 


Digitized  by  Google 


68 


half  u£  lim  Gibt  year  the  average 
attandMiee  at  midweek  meetings 
^vaR  five,  bat  in  the  winter  revival 
services  were  held,  oontinaing  for 
Mveral  montlit.  In  these  meetings, 
wbieii  ware  held  ftor  ooe  hundred 
gOOOewive  evenings,  Mr.  Bridges 
wn  Mftiated  by  Mca^Holwaj,  hxA 
ntfe's  molber,  sbo  by  hla  tmn 
mother,  both  very  talented  women. 
Eighty-five  persons  joined  the 
church  on  probation. 

Netr  the  dose  ot  his  first  year  as 
orfran  of  Kn^lish  make,  costing 
nine  iiundred  dollars,  was  purcliased, 
and  the  pastor's  salarv  raised  to 
one  thousand  dollars.  Hfs  snccess- 
or,  Rev.  C.  F.  Chase,  remained 
one  year.  Durii^  that  time  the 
duttdi  WIS  pdated  aim  cost  of 
four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

T?ie  next  minister,  Rev.  J.  F, 
Mears,  was  lilced  by  everyone.  On 
Angosta,  1890  it  was  deolM  to 
have  a  Su!idr\y  school  picnic  at  a 
large  grove  at  Groveland.  About 
one  bundr^  of  the  school  attended 
and  ooo  hundred  outriders.  The 
time  was  well  enjoyed  in  snilinc:, 
singing,  playing  and  swinging. 
About  fOfty*fonp  doflm  wcm  ooi> 
leoted  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  children.  The  expenses  were 
twenty-nine  dollani  and  fort^  eents, 
iMving  the  bnUmoe  of  foorlMii 
dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  which 
the  school  voted  to  give  toward 
erecting  a  new  tent  at  Hamilton 
enmp-^oond.  This  among  other 
excnrsions  and  picnics  was  largely 
dne  to  the  effort  of  Mr.  C.  J.  P. 
Floyd.  During  Mr.  Hflars'  pastor- 
ate one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
worth  of  books  were  added  to  the 
Sunday   school    library   and  new 


furnaces  costing  three  hundred 
dfilUun  put  into  the  church 

In  !H72  Ror.  S.  A.  Fuller  re- 
ceived his  appointment.  Liis  suo- 
cessor.  Rev.  O.  W.  Boml],  WOlM 
hard  amldtt  mnoh  diaeoQiageBMat. 
Some  re]>ftirs,  amounting  to  one 
hnmlrfiri  doUars^  were  made  on  the 
churob.  In  Apiil  1875,  Bar.  W. 
H.  Meredith  was  sent  here.  Be- 
ginning with  a  watch  night  service 
new  the  dose  of  bis  second  year, 
he  beld  apeeial  servioes  every  night 
either  in  the  church  or  in  the  dis- 
trict school  house  until  April.  Quite 
a  number  of  persons  were  convertedt 
twenty-nine  Jofaiiog  the  church  on 
probation  Kev.  S.  T^.  Rodp^ers 
succeeded  him.  Ue  was  followed 
by  Bev.  George  R.  Clarke.  HIa 
paetorate  la  best  described  in  his 
own  words.  •'Upon  coming  to 
the  ptaoe  and  iearniug  that  the 
spiritual  tlMmMMDatar  waa  near 
freezing  point  and  the  estimate  for 
minister's  salary  of  the  previous 
year  was  only  one-half  paid,  I 
mm  well   algh  discoaragad.  Bat 

the  promiBCB  of  Go*1  wore  iny 
support.  From  the  beginning  of 
my  labors  haaa  aati]  now  I  naTO 
worked  as  baffi  as  my  strength 
iToulrl  allow,  and  have  been 
permitted  by  the  blessing  of  God 
to  aoooiDpllah  a  few  thinga,  but  if 
in  this  life  only  we  were  to  look 
for  onr  rewnrd,  and  if,  while  in 
one  short  itiuerant  resting  place 
waareto  look  for  all  the  resulta 
of  our  labor  in  that  place,  I  should 
feel  sad  at  the  little  accomplished. 
The  thought,  however,  that  aome 
seed  may  yet  spring  up  and  yield 
jin  abundant  harvest  »o  that  'in  the 
harvest  both  he   that  soweth  and 
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he  thAt  reapeth  maj  rejoice  together* 
give*  me  tome  Joy.'* 

The  14th  of  Jane,  the  25th 
anniversary  of  the  dedication  of 
the  church  was  celebrated,  isariy 
In  Mr.  Ciwke's  Moood  year  tome 
repnirs  were  boj!;nn  tipon  thr  church. 
The  veetry  was  pawted  and  kalso* 
ndned,  a  new  platform  erected,  the 
halls  pamted  and  the  organ  moved 
from  the  gpllery  to  tiM  i%ht  of  tbe 
polpit. 

B^ginnliif  on  T^eedsy,  Oet.  19 

the  semM^entennial  of  the  choroh 
waH  celebrate,  the  eervioes  lasting 
one  week.  On  Tuesday  there  was 
ft  gmnd  ooDoeii  of  vonl  snd  fautm- 

meotal  masic,  and  reopening  of 
the  church.  On  Wednesday,  semi- 
centennial day,  several  former 
paatore  and  members  were  preuent, 
also  the  presirlin<r  elder,  T.  Crowell, 
D.  D.  In  the  afleiuoon  an  excel- 
lent MmB  WM  deUvered  by  Dr. 
Clrowell,  prayer  offered  by  Rev. 
Wm.  Rridn:og  and  excellent  mnsic 
rendered  by  a  select  choir.  A  col- 
lation was  aervod  atllvo  o'clock. 
In  the  evening  brief  speeches  were 
made  l>y  former  pastors  and  a  social 
reunion  eujoyed  by  the  large 
number  who  had  assembled  at  this 
time.  A  four  days'  meeting  follow- 
ed the  aonivcrsary.  Rev.  W.  F. 
VidlalieQ,  D.  D.,  of  Chelsea,  Rev. 
Geo.  Whitaker  of  Cambridge,  Rev. 
A.  W.  Baird  of  Groveland  and  Rev. 
8.  F.  Chase  of  Salem  assisted  in 
the  ettemoon  and  evening.  Twelve 
persons  were  converted. 

In  F'ebuary  all  debts  to  the 
amount  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
doUsn  were  caooeUed. 

Mr.  Clarke  was  returned  for  the 
thuti  year. 


Begiunin;^  on  Dec.  14,  an 
eight  page  paper,  **The  TofMlleld 
Herald,"  was  published  on  alternate 
Fridays  until  April  7th.  One 
hundred  and  five  doUius  were  realized 
from  its  sale. 

On  laying  down  the  editorial 
quill  Mr.  Clark  wrote  as  follows : — 
The  time  has  come  when,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  itinerant  system  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
we  move  from  this  to  some  other 
field  of  labor.  Oar  three  yeara' 
stay  in  Topsfield  has  been  exceed- 
ingly pleasant  and  we  shall  carry 
with  us  cheerful  recollection  of  this 
delightfnl  town,  ^beantlfOl  for 
sitnntioi] ,**  and  rharmino:  for  a 
temporary  country  residence.  The 
many  kindnesses  of  the  people, 
and  tokens  of  esteem  received  from 
them,  will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 

In  April  1882,  Rev.  A.  C.  Maoaon 
waa  appointed.  Althongh  he  waa 
very  conscientloos  and  cud  bis  beat, 
he  did  not  meet  with  veiy  great 
success. 

In  April  1888,  Sev.  9.  H.  Martin 

was  stationeil  here.  During  his 
ministry  there  was  great  depression 
in  business  causing  many  families  to 
move  out  of  town.  He  v,m  foUow- 
ed  by  Rev.  .Tiunes  S.  Docking. 

In  1887,  Key.  C.  H.  Curnick  was 
appointed,  remaining  two  yeaia. 
In  Jan.  1888,  he  had  a  Uiree  weeks' 
revival  meeting  at  wliich  thirty 
were  converted.  During  this  year 
the  ehnrdi  was  painted  on  tbe  in- 
side, new  shutters  put  in  and  the 
steeple  waa  cut  down  and  remndelled 
at  a  cost  of  six  hundred  dollars. 

Rev.  Theodore  Haven  follovred 
him,  staying  for  one  year. 

In  April  1890,  Rev.  Charles  FuUer 
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loved  by  all  and  reraainrd  two 
years.  Rev.  Samuel  Reid  succe^- 
ed  blm,  rcmaiamg  one  and  one-half 

From  that  time  to  the  year  . 
tbe  pulpit  wa»  supplied  by  stuueoto 
titm  th*  TbtologM  SooooL  Bat. 
Joseph  Slmpeon  was  the  firet. 
While  here  he  rnist^d  Monrly  two  hun- 
dred dollars  by  church  aid  to  repab* 
tts  Inteciorof  tteobweh. 


Tke  Best  wbadmA  mm  R&w.  Jbte 

Rcodcr.  He  raisccl  qtiite  a  BWtmi 
money  for  miHaiouary  purposes. 

His  auccoaaor  was  Bev.  John  Q. 
Gotigh  who  wm  ffiy  quiet  aad 

tiring.  The  present  pnstnr,  Rcv 
I.  Murrav  MeUish«  is  now  entehug 

new  members  have  been  added 
during  hiu  pastorate  and  the  ohuinh 
still  stmids  free  from  debt. 
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Xlie  Ufe  and  Work  of  Rev.  Afiaon 

McIwrOLid. 


Bf  Miw  Hbuii  B.  PMkwom, 


One  scarcely  realizes  the  meaniDg 
of  biography  till  be  b^ins  to  study 
and  write  the  history  of  a  life.  Be 
that  life  long  or  short,  complete  or 
defective,  fertile  or  barren,  there  is  a 
saoredncw  aboot  the  individiiality 
that  makes  one  pnnsp  as  he  approach- 
es the  theme.  The  story  of  a  life 
that  origiaatad  with  tha  infinite, 
poiaeMing  poasibilitiaa  bayond  hu- 
man power  to  measure,  and  whif^h 
only  eternity  can  unfold*  is  not  a 
iobjeefc  to  be  careletaly  or  thought^ 
leimly  treated. 

The  man  wboMf-  life  work  we  are 
about  to  consider  was  a  typicai  New 
Englauder  of  the  old  school,  who 
served  his  generation  before  the  days 
of  Smyth  and  the  Second  Probation, 
and  who  would  have  had  little  sym- 
pathy with  the  *^New  Departures" 
or  ^'Higher  Criticisms"  had  he  been 
in  active  service  today.  He  would 
have  been  slow  to  accept  and  teach 
the  later  theology,  not  for  laek  of  a 
progressive  spirit,  for  his  mind  was 
ever  on  the  nlcrt  to  wnin  the  newest 
element  uf  odvaucti,  but  l>ecause  of 
hie  eagernees  to  hold  against  any 
innovation  the  great  essentials  of  the 
spiritual  life,  and  could  not  accept 
auythiog  that  savored  of  unsound- 

Though  Rev,  Anson  McI,oud  was 
a  representative  New  Knglander  in 
many  of  his  strong  points  of  charac- 
ter, he  possessed  some  qnalitisa  of 

mind  and  heart  that  arc  rnrc  in  any 
period  or  clime.    He  was  mortal  and 


finite,  witii  the  weaknesses  of  our 
common  brotherhood,  yet  he  seemed 
to  stand  on  a  hifjher  plane  and  breath 
a  purer  atmosphere  than  most  of  his 
cotemporaries.  There  was  a  some- 
thing  in  his  bearing  that  at  once 
arrested  the  attention  and  command- 
ed the  respect  of  every  one  with 
wlioro  he  came  in  contact. 

His  life  on  earth  began  .Tune  22d, 
1«!S,  in  the  town  of  East  Hartlantl, 
Connecticut.  Like  many  another 
**who  haa  left  hia  foot  printa  on  the 
sands  of  time,'*  he  waa  reared  on  a 
farm,  which  in  many  ways  was  of 
decided  advantage,  laying  for  him 
the  baria  of  a  strong  superstmctnre. 
It  was  his  good  fortune  to  be  the  son 
of  parents  who  did  not  think  it 
beneath  their  dignity  to  plow  and 
reap  and  gather  into  bams.  Not 
only  many  of  our  poets,  who  like 
Bryant  conld  sing,  '*To  him,  who  in 
the  love  of  nature  holds  communion 
with  her  ▼Isible  forms,  she  speaks  a 
various  language,"  but  many  of  our 
^rent4'!Rit  statesmen,  scholars  and 
divines  spent  their  earliest  years 
where  anreeirained  theyooold  re^el 
in  Nature's  wonderland,  and  drink 
of  many  a  fountain  denied  the  city 
bred  youth.  The  schools  give  much, 
books  give  more,  bat  the  free,  every 
day  acquaintance  with  nature's 
glories  is  needed  in  life's  f^rpat 
lessons  for  the  best  morui  and  physi- 
cal  development.  The  farm  life  of 
^fr.  Mcr.otifl  taught  him  to  sympa. 
thize  with  those  to  whom  he  minis- 
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tcred  during  a  \on^  pAstorate«  to 
enter  into  their  labors,  limitatiooa, 
and  tri«bf  and  than  in  the  iMn  of 
a  rural  neighborhood,  as  do  other 
training  could  have  doue.  That  his 
trapeze  waa  the  bay  loft,  bia  duuib 
belb  the  eeythe.  hie  8«eMi  Move- 
ment the  rakt'  and  pitchfork,  account- 
ed larp;ely  for  the  strong,  vigorous, 
phjeticai  health  it  was  hia  privilege 
to  eojoy  HU  his  service  as  pastor  woe 
CDm]i!eted.  Mr.  McLoud  never 
owned  a  borae,  and  bis  visits  to  a 
scattered  oommunity  were  always 
made  on  foot.  He  learned  the  neav- 
er  mid  more  convenient  ways  over 
pasture  and  fteld*  brook  and  uaeadow, 
■ad  did  not  beeitate  to  removw  etook* 
faSiaild  ehoeo  io  order  to  ford  a 
Rtrenm.  He  invariably  walked  to 
iioxford,  Greoi|[etown,  Wenbani  and 
Dttnveie  whra  making  ezdtaiigee, 
and  waH  ready  for  ttuothcr  tramp 
when  Monday  morning  ciime.  No 
aununer  or  winter  vacatioun  relieved 
the  etnda  of  thfe  long  and  importaot 
pastorate,  and  when  once  invited  t*) 
accompany  a  party  of  friends  itM 
guest,  on  the  opening  of  the  Balti« 
noM  and  Ohio  B.  B.,  ho  deoUaed  to 
It'HVf  his  chfirge  even  for  a  short 
time  when  there  seemed  ai^UB  of  a 
•phritoal  awakcoiog. 

Mr.  MeLoad*B  early  opportunities 
for  gaining  nn  »^<bu::iiion  were  limit- 
edf  which  no  doubt  in  aoiue  degree 
aoooaoted  for  hie  eo  eagerly  seizing 
asd  prizing  them  when  later  present- 
ed, and  albo  for  his  great  desire  to 
Bee  all  the  youi^,  who  came  under 
Ua  InSaenee,  a|ipreelalo  the  valoo 
of  an  education.  He  never  advo- 
cated a  superficial,  one-sided,  half- 
Quisbed  development,  but  a  symmet- 
rioal«-  aU-roond,    nental,  moral, 


physical  and  spiritual  education  that 
would  fit  one  for  time  and  eternity. 
At  tUrteen  be  eotered  a  etueet 

school,  where  bis  mind  began  that 
unfolding  which  contitum  through 
bis  whole  life,  for  be  wab  a  man  who 
Bovoroaaaad  to  giow.    It  waa  ia 

this  school  that  he  received  an  iu- 
spiration  to  teach,  which  lie  stibse- 
quently  did  with  acceptance  for  m.'v- 
oral  years,  indeed  to  might  tmtbfnlly 

be  said  that  hi'  alwavs  tnutrht,  for  ho 
ever  aimed  to  teach  his  people  from 
the  pulpit.  Dnring  the  years  he 
directed  the  youthful  mind  in  Con- 
necticut, he  boarded  around,  and 
often  woold  be  regale  bis  intimate 
friends  In  alter  yeaia  with  loeitak  of 
the  varied  and  frequent  Indicroas 
cxpf  rienoea  oi  tbiaofenHnl  pwiod  of 
bis  iit'e. 

Theoollefteoanerof  Mr.  MoLood 

was  spent  at  Yale,  and  his  theolt^i- 
cal  course  was  divided  between  Union 
and  Andover.  In  1S4I,  when  about 
to  graduate  from  the  latter  inatltn* 
tion,  h<  made  an  agreement  to  proach 
in  Caudia,  N.  H.  Mr.  Hlackmer,  a 
fellow  student,  had  promised  to 
ooenpy  the  Topsfield  palpit  on  the 
same  date,  but  for  some  ressoii  felt 
disinclined  to  keep  bis  engagementt 
and  aaked  Mr.  MoLond  as  a  fa^or  to 
go  to  To|Mifl^,  which  he  did,  Mr. 
Blackmer  ot'cnpyini!;  the  Candia  jiul- 
pit  Thus  waa  he  lutroduoed  to  our 
fathera,  whioh  proved  to  be  Uio  bo> 
ginning  of  \iU  long  and  only  pastor- 
ate. The  people  henrrl  htm.  were 
pleaaed,  and  called  him  to  a  ministry 
of  tweety-eermi  years,  ekwing  in 
Tliis  was  a  time  when  pastor- 
al eugagementa  were  not  ephemeral, 
and  altbougb  several  times  this  lead- 
er oookl  bare  0ODe  to  other  fleMa 


Digitized  by  Google 


with  increased  salary,  be  felt  he  had 
a  mission  in  Topsfleld,  find  a  message 
to  Topstield,  and  would  nut  aiiow 
bii  4X>n8cieDoe  to  be  braised  by  leav- 
He  believed  he  was  called,  and 
called  to  stay,  and  no  temptation 
oould  swerve  him  from  his  purpose 
to  do  the  Bpedflc  iNNrk  tiiat  he 
tlK>ught  hnd  t  een  assigned  him. 

In  the  year  of  bis  seUlement  be 
nuurried  Miss  Jene  Cornish,  who 
proved  not  only  a  companion,  but  a 
Inio  hclprnHte  in  all  his  jirivnte  ?ind 
profeuHioual  career.  Gifted,  like 
biimelf,  with  strong,  scholarly  in> 
stincts  and  religious  convietiona*  abe 
stood  readv  to  riid  him  in  anv  work 
for  the  beaeiit  ot  the  parish,  and  not 
only  hand  Id  band,  bat  heart  with 
heart  thf y  trod  the  roadway  of  life, 
each  nn  inspiration  to  the  other,  till 
1883,  wheii  the  beloved  husband 
poised  beyond  the  gates.  Poor  chil- 
dren blessed  this  happy  union,  Willie, 
who  went  early  to  the  home  of  rest, 
Helen,  a  mother  of  matui-e  years, 
who  bae  raowitly  Joined  her  father, 
and  Malcolm  and  Norman*  who  atill 
survive  him. 

From  1841-lh(>^  was  a  well  de- 
fined and  marked  period  in  the  histo- 
ry of  the  Topsfleld  church,  aticlTops- 
tield  town  as  well,  for  whatever  con- 
iribuiett  to  the  welfare  uf  the  church 
la  valnable  to  the  town,  as  one 
rnriiiot  (ir  a  good  cbiirohman  and 
a  poor  citizen.  Religion  and  politics 
each  have  a  distinct  place  in  our 
life,  hot  tliey  are  not  so  far  divorced 
tliat  they  act  iu  opposite  directions. 
The  Congregational  church  of  Mr. 
McLoad's  early  ministry  was  com- 
poaed  of  many  strong  families ;  of 
men  and  women  of  unusual  fibre  for 
a  country  town.    Of  more  than  ordi- 


nary intelligence,  character  and  mon- 
tai  ability,  they  were  people  who 
could  think  and  act  for  themselves, 
and  who  would  be  led  by,  nor  ninla* 
t^red  to,  hy  no  man.  who  did  not 
combine  these  qualities  in  a  marked 
degree,  and  did  not  possess  a  strong 
peraooality. 

The  Historical  Sc>eiety  does  well  tO 
pause  amid  its  researches  to  consider 
the  diaracter  and  inflnence  of  Bodi 
families  as  the  Huutingtons,  Cleve- 
land s  and  Tndds,  the  Peabodys, 
Balcbes  and  Adamses,  the  Perkinses, 
Wildeeea  and  Townea,  whoea  namea 
are  a  benediction;  and  to  whom  the 
present  generation  owes  a  debt  it 
never  can  discharge.  They  were  a 
tower  of  etrength  to  the  pastor,  a 
power  in  the  town,  and  the  commu- 
nity today  are  enjoying  the  resnlt  of 
their  force.  They  believed  iu  the 
charch  and  prayer  meeting  and  sup- 
ported them  by  their  presence,  pock- 
ets, and  words ;  they  had  faith  in 
the  Town  Meeting  and  tlte  4th  of 
Match  fottod  tliem  dischai^ing  their 
obligationH  in  civil  affairs,  as  the 
Wednesday  evening  and  Sunday 
witnessed  to  their  zeal  iu  spirituiU 
matters.  Eadi  one  eeenia  appointed 
to  a  specific  place  and  work,  one 
sowing,  another  reaping,  and  aa  we 
glance  over  this  period  of  history  it 
appears  clear  that  it  was  the  apliere 
of  Mr.  Mclyoud  to  bring  to  glad 
fruition  the  labors  of  his  predeces- 
sors. The  great  religious  interest  of 
18118  and  1833,  resulted  in  IU  nddl- 
tinns  to  the  church,  and  the  awaken- 
ing of  1840,  the  year  preceding  Mr. 
McLoud's  coming,  brought  41  more 
into  membership,  so  t&t  when  in 
1H41  Mr.  McI>oud  assumed  the 
charge,  the  church  was  approaching 
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its  maximom  number^  tboogb  it 
alowly  bot  oousiaoUy  received  adcU- 
tiOM formmny VMM.    TIiom  jmn 

of  marvelous  religious  interest  would 
naturally  be  followed  by  a  time  of 
seemiDg  retrc^rade,  but  if  Uieingath- 
•ring  WW  oompanitively  mimUI,  tbey 
mnst  not  be  considered  years  of 
stagnation.  It  was  a  period  of 
growth,  education  and  harmonious 
dereloimieBt  of  the  churoli«  ftod 
when  it  learned  that  to  Iiv0*  mMUlt 
to  go  outside  of  itself. 

»  1m»  alrewly  bMB  wid  that  this 
pMtor  WM  a  true  teacher,  and  it  wu 
th^  pbamctcrifttic  that  reacted  npon 
bis  parish.  He  instructed  by  cou- 
•tAiilty  being  an  obJ««t  letton,  be- 
cause he  was  a  student,  and  identi* 
8^  himself  so  closely  with  his  peo- 
ple that  he  was  able  to  direct  their 
fhoag^  in  the  duumela  of  hb  own 
thinking.  He  loved  books,  and  !i? 
tbe  years  sped  on,  his  attachment 
for  them  grew  stronger  and  strong- 
er, till  he  cherished  the  best  as  well 
known  and  wpl!  tried  friends.  To 
his  little  daughter,  who  was  once 
treating  a  book  harshly,  he  said, 
**Tho®e  who  lov."  bout***  never  halt 
thena."  His  knowledge  of  literature 
was  pheDomeD&i  for  a  country  pastor 
of  tlioee  daye*  and  the  fact  that  he 
accumulated  a  private  ItbraiJ  of 
over  fifteen  hundred  volumes,  on  a 
salary  of  never  more  than  eight 
handled  dollaie,  ebowt  he  made 
many  sacrifices  to  gratify  his  liti'rary 
tasU'  He  had  the  fficulty  of  grasp- 
ing uu  author  s  oieuntug  without 
aeeming  effort*  and  easily  asetnif  lated 
the  thoughts  presented.  To  follow 
an  author  from  step  to  step,  to  catch 
the  thoughts  and  retain  them,  so  that 
at  the  eloee  of  a  book  one  enn  form  a 


symmetrica!  whole,  is  the  mark  of  a 
well  trained  mind.  Mo  superficial, 
ordhiary  reader  can  do  tfala.  Says 
the  Bev.  Geo.  L.  Gleasoa  when 
speskint;  on  this  subject  r  "In  my 
visits  to  Topaheld  during  my  theolog- 
leal  eonvee.  It  waa  idways  my  ewfeooi 
and  delight  to  spend  one  cvem'np;  \n 
the  study  of  Mr.  McLoud.  examining 
and  discussing  the  latest  literary 
works,  and  theetfmillns  and  guidfuice 
he  afforded  AM  were  of  UteettmeWe 
▼alue." 

His  pulpit  style  waadidiotio,forQe- 
fdf  rapid,  eoneiae,  emphatic  and 

clear.  No  one  cotild  fail  to  nnder- 
stand  his  meaning  or  misconstrue  his 
Intentione,  for  be  waa  tnnk  and  ein- 

cere,  and  when  bis  duty  was  clear, 
was  fearless  in  rebuking  a  wrong. 
His  gestures  were  few,  but  telling, 
and  alwaya  left  en  tmpreeeion  of 

reserve  force  and  imsfipnt  eniergy. 
His  liest  eflforts  are  universally  con- 
ceded to  have  been  done  for  special 
occasioDB.  On  Thanlce^vlnga  and 
Pasts  he  rose  to  the  occasion,  and 
bis  people  expected  and  received  a 
treat.  It  le  to  be  regretted  that  his 
extreme  modesty  never  permitted  tlM 
publication  of  any  of  these  discourses 
save  one,  that  is  now  tbe  proper^  of 
tiiia  eoelety.  At  the  eameet  eolleita- 
tion  of  tbe  leading  spirits  of  the  church 
the  Thanksgiving  sermon  of  1852  waa 
published  and  given  free  circulation 
In  the  town.  It  fa  a  etRMig  bat  oalm 
review  of  the  political  situation,  upon 
the  text  "The  lines  are  fallen  unto  me 
in  pleasant  places,  yea,  iimve  a  good- 
ly heritage.''  Thoofh  written  for  the 
ctritinfT  days  attcnf^infj  the  advent 
of  the  administration  of  I'res.  Pierce, 
tbe  principles  be  lays  down  and  the 
oommente  be  given  are  m  applieable 
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DOW  as  thea,  and  would  make  de- 
Ughtfiil  and  intmioUTe  nadfag  for 

an  evening  gathering.    It  waa  hia 

hahit  to  prepare  aeries  of  sermons  on 
special  subjecta,  which  drew  large 
andifliMMw  of  people  from  tUa  and 
adjoining  towns.  One  of  these  hold- 
ing a  firm  place  in  Ihc  memory  was  a 
series  of  expository  sermons  on  sev- 
eral books  of  the  Bible.  They  wofe 
productions,  had  they  been  pnt  in 
permanent  form,  that  would  liave 
been  to  Scriptare  stodenta  of  great 
▼aloe.  Anottwr  sertea  which  were 
very  popular*  and  drew  people  from 
so  long  a  distance  as  Salem  to  bear 
tham,  relatad  to  eboreh  history,  and 
which  was,  at  tlie  earnest  solicitations 
of  Mr.  Huntington  and  Mr.  Lord, 
placed  m  the  archives  of  the  Essex 
Inatttato  and  an  now  its  property. 

A  strong,  energetic,  fi  rilthful,  life- 
giving,  missionary  spirit  marked  this 
ministry  from  besinning  to  end. 
This  pastor  beliereS  in  the  conver- 
sion of  the  world,  and  that  it  is  tho 
i;»rovinoe  of  the  church  to  send  the 
uMaaagetotbe  remoteit  laoda.  It 
was  not  simply  a  theoiy,  but  a  belief 
tbnt  permeated  his  very  soul  and 
which  took  tangible  form  in  doins. 
To  him  tlie  world  waa  ao  ofganie 
unit,  and  to  keep  one  nation  or  peo- 
ple in  ignorance  of  th<;  glad  tidings 
was  ooQiparabie  to  the  loss  of  a  vital 
part  of  the  body.  He  liad  that 
laiger,  later,  nineteenth  cmtury  con- 
ception of  missions  which  is  the  re- 
sult of  doae  aorutiny  of  man's  rela- 
tion to  divinity,  and  critical  study  of 
the  whole  scheme  of  redemption.  Of 
such  cast  were  Judson,  Goodeil,  and 
the  broad-minded  men  that  have  oar- 
ried  the  interests  of  the  American 
Board  for  nearly  a  oantuiy.  It 


his  grasp  of  the  oneness  of  the  hu- 
maa  race  that  led  Mm,  Hin  our 

beloved  Whittier,  to  voice  the  New 
England  heart  in  advocating  univer- 
sal human  fr^dom,  and  although  he 
did  not  leave  hie  aentimeiita  em- 
bodied in  imperishable  verse,  he  did 
impress  them  on  immortal  lives.  If 
one  class  of  meetings  stand  out  more 
pioaioeDtly  ia  the  memory  of  thia 
era  than  others,  it  wastlic  Missionary 
Concert.  Hegularly,  once  a  monthf 
youug  and  old  came  together  for  ia- 
stmottoD  and  in^petna,  and  ** Among 
the  many  pietures,  that  hang  on 
memory's  wall,"  is  the  reverend 
paator  with  pointer  in  hand  and  mapa 
l)efore  him,  giving  the  geography 
and  missionary  history  of  everv  land 
iu  turn.  lie  never  came  to  his  task 
onporepared,  waiting  for  a  ohanoe 
remark  to  give  a  sugjxcstion,  but 
planned  for  every  concert  and  prayer 
meeting  oonscientionsiy,  and  taught 
and  encouraged  the  elmroh  to  take 
vp  ninl  discuss  the  subjects  present- 
ed, which  resulted  in  few  silent  mo- 
menta. 

Bev.  Anaon  McLoiid  was  gifted 
with  strong  per«»r>nal  characteristics, 
which  were  apparent  to  every  one 
with  whom  he  eame  in  eontaei.  To 

the  stranger  he  seemed  stern  and 
nnapprouchable,  but  when  once  his 
confidence  had  been  gained,  he  was 
fret  ,  s()(  ial  and  winning,  for  never 
one  witli  ;i  kindlier  heart  or 

more  lovable  disposition.  In  speak- 
ing of  him  in  thia  oonneolioo,  one 
who  luiew  him  beet  quoted  Cicero's 
opinion  of  Pompey :  "Those  thnt  lived 
with  him  the  longest  were  the  bappi- 
eat,"  and  added  **Thoee  happy  daya 
when  I  was  free  to  go  to  his  home, 
wore  away  so  fast  without  my  thinli- 
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lag  they  would  ever  end." 

Id  the  sick  room  he  was  always  a 
weloome  visitor.   One  who  was  often 

the  recipient  of  these  pnstoral  rails 
has  rrccntly  said,  ''1  anxiously  wait- 
ed fux  iiis  footstep,  knowing  he 
would  have  some  word  of  cheer." 
Never  did  h('  leave  the  sick  or  afflict- 
ed without  leaving  his  impress  be- 
hind. Uc  taught  great  lessons  when 
msking  these  visits,  as  well  as  from 
the  pulpit,  and  it  was  often  done  in 
snch  a  delicate,  indirect  manner^  that 
the  effect  of  the  lesson  wonld  be 
intensifled.  One  that  came  nnder 
his  enve  was  sick  so  lon^'  that  she 
was  discouraged  and  inclined  to  fret« 
and  was  well  nigh  the  **Sloagh  of 
Despond."  After  listening  a  suita- 
ble time  to  the  tale  of  woe,  he  said  : 
tell  ;ou  a  storj  I  have  recently 
heard  if  yon  will  promise  that  you 
will  not  take  it  to  yourself."  Then 
•he  related  an  incident  of  an  officer  in 
the  Rebel  service,  who  was  bemoan- 
ing his  lot  since  his  capture  by  the 
Yankees.  He  was  swearing  vocifer- 
ously,  when  a  Quaker  approached 
him  and  said :  **Swear,  on  my  friend, 
swear  on,  for  yon  can  never  enter 
heaven  with  all  that  in  your  heart." 
It  is  needless  to  say  a  personal  appli- 
cation was  made,  and  the  lesson 
learned. 

Extremely  careful  of  others'  feel- 
irifTH  find  d«^'*irons  to  avoid  being  a 
stone  ot  stumbling,  he  often  took  steps 
most  people  wonla  consider  onueees- 
sary.  In  the  oono;regati(>n  was  a 
r^ular  ntt<'ti(1fint  apon  public  wor- 
ship, though  uot  a  member  of  the 
chnreh,  who  possessed  some  very 
strong  peculiarities.  Mr.  McLoud 
honored  him,  loved  him,  understood 
him,  and  always  was  very  careful 


never  to  strike  at,'alnst  liis  sharp 
points.  Uis  greatest  singulanty  was 
an  avowed  determinatimi  never  to 
hear  n  Methodist  preacher.  It  was 
the  custom  to  exchange  pulpits  an- 
nually, and  when  the  time  came,  it 
was  the  invariable  habit  of  Ifr. 
McLoud  to  wnlk  to  the  outskirts  of 
the  town  and  inform  Mr.  8.  of  his 
intention,  the  Saturday  preceding,  so 
the  brother  could  make  arrangemento 
for  worship  elsewhere.  On  one 
occasion,  by  some  mischance,  the 
notification  was  overlooked,  and  Mr. 
S.  walked  down  the  long  aisle  to  tbe 
side  of  the  pulpit.  Discovering  the 
intruder,  he  turned  and  quickly  re- 
traced his  steps,  much  to  tl»e  merri- 
ment of  those  that  nnderstood  the 
situation.  Upon  apology  Mr. 
McLoud  was  pardoned,  but  to  his 
dying  day  Mr.  8.  never  listened  to  a 
fwlower  of  Wesley. 

Mr  McLoud  was  very  ofirefiil  of 
his  statements  when  questioned. 
When  in  donbt,  he  woald  say  am 
not  quite  sure  of  that.  I  shall  have 
to  think  that  over  before  I  give  an 
opinion."  The  same  prudence  ex* 
tended  to  bis  financial  alfairs  and 
domestic  life.  By  strict  economy  and 
careful  management,  he  gave  each  of 
his  children  a  good,  substantial  edu- 
cation, built  a  comfortable  residence* 
ga\T  liberally  to  missionary  enter- 
prises, helped  many  of  th«»  poor  in 
his  parish  privately,  aiH^umulated  a 
large  library  and  always  kept  out  of 
debt. 

A  keen  sense  of  humor  pervaded 
his  nature,  and  a  quickness  to  reeog* 
nise  and  appreciate  tme  wit,  and 

that  it  ha'^  a  legitimate  place  in  life, 
made  him  au  agreeable  companion 
when  one  had  learned  to  know  him. 
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In  1881,  when  the  writer  felt  she 
was  reading  before  a  critical  audience, 
♦*Mai7  bad  a  little  Lamb/'  the  was 

gratified  and  enoonraged  when  spy- 
ing the  grave  and  dignified  pastor 
shaking  with  merriment,  showing  be 
reeogBfsed  In  tbe  characters  por- 

trayed,  the  quick-witted  Irishman, 
and  the  slow  moving  Dutchman. 
When  speaking  of  bim,  Mr.  Sewall 
of  Lynn  once  aaid ;  *«He  la  the  life 
of  our  iisbociation." 

Mr.  McLoud's  !<lea!?<  were  loft)', 
bnt  the  standard  he  bet  for  uthera,  he 
followed  cloeely  himself.  Charity 
and  generosit\-  were  promfnent  in  his 
make  up,  as  many  a  home  of  penary 
could  testify,  though  he  never  allow- 
ed  his  left  hand  to  know  what  his 
rip;ht  hfiiid  did.  His  influence  was 
not  couUued  to  tbe  limits  of  the  pul- 
pit, for  he  was  a  citizen  as  well  as  a 
pastor.  Uvty  and  privilege  were 
Hynonymous  terms  with  him,  and  he 
cousidered  it  both,  Ui  cast  bis  vote 
for  the  party  that  had  the  interests 
of  stftte  at  heart. 

Tlie  prlnrntionsl  matters  of  tbo 
town  were  of  great  moment  to  him, 
as  they  are  to  all  tiiinkiug  and  pro- 
gressive men.  When  serving  on  the 
school  committee,  which  position  he 
held  from  1875-1882,  he  knew  every 
child  by  name,  and  it  is  safe  to  say 
there  was  no  child  but  knew  and 
loved  him.    From  tho  printed  rcjmrts 

it  ia  clear  he  understood  the  true  and 
more  modem  messing  of  edocatloD, 
for  his  method  of  dealing  with  both 
teacher  and  pnpil  shows  that  he  be- 
liered  to  awaken  the  dormant,  men- 
tal fscoltlM  Is  of  fhr  greater  value 
than  to  store  tbe  mind  with  facts. 
While  he  conceded  that  '^knowledge 
is  power,"  he  reoognizetl  the  greater 


truth  that  the  quality  of  the  power 
depends  upon  the  nature  of  the 
knowledge  and  the  nature  of  the 

man  who  uses  it.  It  is  the  tendency 
of  knowledge  to  make  good  citizens, 
but  the  true  function  of  education  is 
to  enable  one  to  OTcroome  «U  the  in* 
sidious  temptations  to  oae  knowledge 
for  wicked  purposes. 

It  is  to  tbe  efforts  of  Mr.  Sidney 
Merriam  and  Rev.  Anson  McLond 
that  we  owe  the  town  library.  It  is 
n  jrrand  monument  to  their  nicmorips, 
and  au  iucalculable  beneht  to  the 
town.  Starting  with  a  nodeas  of 
520  volumes  ^atherod  from  the  Old 
Athenaeum,  Agricultural  Library 
and  the  circulating  library  of  268 
volumes,  the  property  of  the  Ladies* 
Society,  it  has  constantly  enlarged 
its  borders,  till  today  Topsdeld  can 
boast  of  one  of  the  largest  and  best 
selected  libraries  in  Essex  county. 
The  collection  of  iioolca  formerly 
belonging  to  the  ladies  deserves  a 
passing  notice.  They  were  all  pur- 
chased by  Mr.  McLond  and  paid  for 
by  tbo  ladies,  and  comprised  the  best 
books  of  the  day,  there  being  none 
of  ligbtw  vein  than  the  poems  of 
Longfdlow.  This  library  was  taken 
in  a  larp^f*  clothes  basket  from  hoiisp 
to  house  where  the  society  chanced 
to  meet  regularly  every  two  wedte, 
during  the  winter  months.  This  is 
one  of  the  many  ways  in  which  this 
pastor  taught  bis  people  to  read. 
Long  familiarity  with  bodn  made 
Mr.  McLoud  a  valuable  librarian, 
whioh  position  be  filled  with  ability 
from  tbe  founding  of  the  library 
nntn  his  death. 

The  love  for  the  beautiful  in  na- 
ture, and  a  desire  to  be  of  service  to 
his  feilowmen  led  him  to  assist  in 
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adorning  the  public  common  witii  the 
moet  lasting  ud  ftttncttvo  of  trees. 

The  lofty  and  graceful  elms,  as  they 
raise  their  branches  heavenward, 
speak  to  the  passer-by  from  out  the 
sueiuse  to  oome  up  higher,  to  Issvs 
the  paths  of  sin  and  come  into  the 
purer  realras  of  spiritual  life. 

In  politics  til  is  clear  headed  man 
was  ft  stfttidi  Bepnblioan,  bat  he 
never  unnecessarily  or  beyond  the 
proper  limit  brought  state  affairs 
into  tiie  puipit.  But  when  the  coun* 
try  was  in  peril,  or  weighty  matters 
to  be  settled,  like  our  Revolutionary 
fathers,  whose  true  son  he  was,  he 
did  not  hesitate  to  freely  speak  his 
nfaid.  It  is  not  strange  when  his 
services  were  availa'ilr,  that  his 
party  should  honor  themselves  and 
the  town  by  sending  him  in  1872  to 
ths  state  legislature,  where  bis  vote 
alwnyH  told  tbougb  his  ?oice  was 
seldom  heard. 

The  Sabbath  school  always  re- 
eeived  Mr.  McLood's  heartiest  sup- 

pfirt,  and  aw  far  as  reeords  show,  the 
largest  membership  was  in  1863  and 
1864  whan  tiis  nnmbsis  reached 
the  astonishfaig  flurnres  ot  210. 
Teachers'  meetings  were  conducted 
by  him  several  times  for  short  peri- 
ods, bnt  languished  for  want  of 
patronage. 

It  is  due  to  the  men  and  women  of 
the  Topsfield  Congregational  church 
of  this  tine,  and  their  descendants, 
to  say  that  they  were  a  large  hearted, 
generous,  unselfish  people.  They  <li  1 
not  recognize  the  claim  of  a  minister 
to  a  mnnifloent  salary,  but  gave  libera 
ally  in  the  form  of  private  gifta  and 
surprise  parties.  The  25th  anni- 
versary of  Mr.  fitlcLoud's  settle- 
ment waa  a  "Bed  Letter"  day ;  few 


happier  occasions  ever  graced  a  pas- 
tor  or  people.  Mr.  NeheniiA  Cleve- 
land presided  over  the  exercises  at 

the  church,  and  his  speech,  when 
presenting  $1000  as  a  gift  from  a 
grateful  and  anited  parish,  wss  char- 
acteristic of  that  illustrious  family. 
The  reply  of  the  pastor  was  calm, 
unembarrassed  and  digniCed,  his  sub- 
dued voice  showhig  he  appredated 
the  situation.  The  collation  follow- 
ing in  Union  hall,  the  music  Jn-  n  de- 
tachment of  Giimore's  famous  baud, 
and  the  after  dinner  speeches  by 
ministers  and  friends  from  abroad, 
contributed  to  make  Deo.  8,  1867.  a 
memorable  occasion. 

In  the  spring  of  1883  Mr.  Met/iud 
was  appointed  with  Mr.  Snmiipl Totld 
as  a  committee  upon  cemetery  im- 
provements, and  with  his  character- 
istic zeal,  went  to  work  with  his  own 
hands  to  beautify  it.  It  waf5  here 
under  a  scorching  July  sun  that  he 
received  the  strolce  that  proved  to  be 
the  beginning  of  the  end  of  his 
earthly  life  After  a  few  mnr  ths  of 
languor  and  decline  he  passed,  t*'eb. 
21st,  1888,  from  the  vision  of  his 
loving  friends  to  the  coinpaniooship 
of  those  who  had  preceded  him. 

One  of  the  most  ditllcult  questions 
a  young  man  is  called  upon  to  decide 
is  his  vocation.  As  he  steps  over  the 
threshold  that  separates  youth  from 
manhood,  the  question  '*What  shall 
be  my  place  in  life?"  confronts  him, 
and  often  the  decision  proves  a 
disaster  for  him  and  all  concerned  in 
his  welfare.  Many  a  good  artisan 
hss  been  spoiled  by  trying  to  malte 
an  artist,  but  no  one  could  everthmk 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  as  rais- 
lukiug  his  calling ;  that  he  was  de- 
signed for  the  pulpit  was  apparent, 


Digitized  by  Goo^^Ic 


46 


uud  uo  ooe  ever  questioued  hia 
ftbflity  tobold  this  sacred  position. 

As  t!ii8  sketch  is  brmip;ht  to  a  close 
oue  naturally  inquires  tbe  pur|x>se  of 
such  aa  historical   review.  Why 

•ir  dOMtlite  floetoty  peer  into  tlie  by- 

gones and  brinf;  to  view  that  which 
has  been  covered  with  a  mantle  of 
jean?  U  U  from  mere  corioelty  or 
AH  attempt  to  pass  an  idle  hour 
agreeably ;  is  it  simply  to  put  into 
taagiUe,  permaaent  form,  that  which 
we  wislioar  deeoencbukto  to  fwrtiae, 
or  is  there  a  higher,  nobler  aim  in 
taking  these  retrospects  ?  Has  the 
past  of  Topsfield  any  relation  to  iUi 
preeent  ai^  ftitiirer  H«Te  we  m 
successors  of  a  grand  and  honored 
ancestry  any  responsibility  to  our 

4  inheritance?   If  any  permanent  good 

i»  to  reeolt  from  tJieee  investigatiooa, 

comparison*?  must  he  mndr-,  relations 
traced,  deficiencies  remedied,  and 
reform  snd  edvanoe  attempted. 
Human  life  is  an  organic  whole ;  no 
one  liveth  to  himself.  We  are  here 
to  act  and  react  upon  each  other  in 
niMilfold  ways ;  to  take  op  and  carry 
OD  work  planned  by  others,  and  so 
l^ao  and  execute  that  thoee  who  ful* 
low  us  will  be  benefited. 

For  nearly  a  half  oentary  Rev. 
Adsod  McLond  went  in  and  out  of 
the  homes  of  Topsfield,  ministering 
x  to  spiritual  necessities,  directing  ed- 

ocalkmal  tetereate,  naitiiig  io  mar- 


riage sons  and  daughters,  weeping  at 
the  bier  of  loved  ones,  and  in  a 
modoHt,  ili^rnincd,  Christian  way, 
touchiufi  every  side  of  life.  To  fully 
enmmariaft  hi*  work  would  from  this 
puini  of  view  be  impossible,  bot  to 
discover  the  secret  of  another  power 
is  the  surest  path  to  our  own  success. 
Bach  olrareh«  town,  or  hamlet,  aa 
truly  as  empires,  hae  its  period  of 
rise,  power  and  decline.  What  the 
age  of  Elizabeth  was  to  England,  the 
era  of  Peridea  wee  to  Oreeoe,  the 
onrly  and  middle  years  of  this  century 
were  to  Topsfield.  The  Congrega- 
tional church  was  then  at  its  zenith 
of  power,  whtoh,  ooopled  with  Ifr. 
^leLond's  strict  adherence  to  dnty 
and  devotion  to  his  work,  unfaltering 
belief  in  what  he  preached,  sincerity 
of  soul  and  earnestness  of  purpose, 
a  well  balanced  and  propeHv  trriined 
mind  and  a  consecrated  heart,  made 
this  period  of  Topefleld'a  chnrcb 
histoid  a  conspicuous  one,  and  thia 
pastor  a  prominent  figure  in  its  life. 
He  has  passed  on  to  a  higher  sphere 
of  aetk>D,  and  Arom  an  exalted  poei- 
lion  we  seem  to  hear  his  voice  bid- 
fHiifi:  us  to  be  true  to  oar  trust;  to 
make  no  compromises  with  evil ;  to 
stand  firmly  by  the  dear  old  ehnreh 
and  all  it  rrprescnts,  and  sacredly 
goard  the  interests  of  our  historic 
town. 
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TOPSFIELD  AND  ROWLEY  VILLAGE  MEN  WHO 
TOOK  THE  OATH  OF  ALLEGIANCE 
AND  FIDELITY. 


BY  SIDNEY  PfittLKT. 


TrtB  oath  of  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  the  sovereign  might  be  reqaired, 
by  the  ancient  common  law,  of  all  persons  above  the  age  of  twelve, 
and  it  was  repeatedly  used  tat  a  test  for  the  disaffected.  It  was  flrst 
ImjKiMd  bf  BtatQte  In  the  nign  of  Bliiabetii.  Its  early  form  was 
ezoeedingly  strong  and  comprehensive. 

Charles  II  was  in  special  favor  of  the  established  church,  and  the 
fact  that  only  members  of  the  Ck>ngregatloiial  church  had  the  right 
of  snJKhige  In  New  England  greatly  disturbed  him.  Hts^^Bptsoopatlan 
friends  here  were  ever  ready  to  inform  him  of  idcidents  that 
could  be  constrncd  to  indicate  the  liberty  and  independence  of  the 
colonies.  He  had  real  cause  for  anxiety  when  the  people  dwelling 
north  of  the  Merrimae  river  refused  to  obey  his  mandates  and  the 
officers  whom  he  had  sent  to  enforce  them.  Foreseeing  this  result, 
on  the  decision  of  tlir-  ( rmrt  in  England  in  the  Mason  rlnini.  In  1677, 
he  Immediately  bad  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  fidelity-  taken,  and  re. 
peated  It  the  B«t  year.  This  repetition  Indicates  how  ansettled  sod 
alarming  the  condition  of  tiie  oonntry  was  at  that  time.  This  indt- 
cntion  of  distrust  in  Enslnnd  is  given  additional  force  the  next  year 
(1679)  by  the  creation  of  a  royal  province  in  the  northern  portion  of 
the  Mason  domain,  and  seven  years  later  by  the  elimination  of  the 
principal  part  of  the  right  of  setf-goTcmment  of  the  Haasachuaetts 
Bay  and  other  New  Bngland  colontea,  and  placing  them  within  the 
klnjr's  control. 

The  following  lists  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Topsfleld  and  Kowley 
YlUage,  who  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  fidelity  In  1677  and  I<t78. 
are  found  recorded  in  Ipswich  Deeds,  Volnnu-  IV,  the  first  on  page 
167  and  the  second  on  page  225,  those  marked  by  an  asterisk,  being  of 
Rowley  Village:— 

A  list  of  those  Of  TopHfletd  who  aoording  to  an  order  of  the  Gen*ell 
Court  appeared  before  Rns.  John  Gould,  in  decemb:  and  Jannary 
1677  and  have  taken  the  oath  of  Alegance  A  fidelity. 
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Tho:  F«rkiiiB  Job. 

Wm  liobbs 

Zwih:  Fwrktns 

Indc  Batle,  BeD. 

'Hmo:  Perkins 

Jo :  Robinson 

lasack  Comings  Juu. 

Isaack  Estie,  Jon. 

Jo:  CoadnKS  Jan. 

Joseph  Estie 

Ellash  Ferkliis 

Jacob  Townes 

Nfitli  Comlnirs 

John  Townes 

Wm  Howieu 

Danlfll  Clarke 

Ismck  Comings  Sen. 

£vau  Morrice 

John  Wiles 

Mr.  Wm  Verkliii,  Sen. 

Ram :  IloAvlett 

•Tho:  Andrews 

John  Prichett 

Sam :  Stfinley 

Wni  Prtehelt 

*Joslah  Bridges 

•Tosepli  Prldiett 

Jobn  How  etaurk 

John  Hovey 

Tho:  Newmaii0(r) 

£phr  Dorman 

*Jo:  Vinton 

Tho:  Domna 

•Arthur  Carry 

Inaack  Pibody 

John  Cnittaa 

'I'obiiah  Perkins 

•Zache :  rnrllse 

John  Perkins 

*Joseph  Pabody 

TImo  Ftorklm 

*Jo  Kimbnll 

Dftii:  Bormaii 

Ben:  Blxble 

Wm.  Averlll 

••'ohn  Stilex 

Dan:  Kedington 

*Jo:  Andrews 

Nath:  H0T07 

*Jo0epb  Andrews 

Math :  Rtanley 

*DaB:  Blake 

John  Stftiiley 

Jonah  Lookes 

James  Waiters 

Antho  Baker 

WmTowne 

•Blaze  Vinton 

JoMphTowm 

Jo :  nan 

Mich  Dnntit 

Tho:  Tower 

Jo:  Nicolls 

*Robt  Smith 

laaack  Borloa 

*Robt  Stiles 

Peeter  ShamwAj 

*Jo:  Kembnil 

Wm  Nicolls 

•Dan:  Wood 

Tho:  Looke 

•Sam :  Simon  &  his  three 

Tho:  OftTe 

taken  oath. 

PhUllp  Knlgbt  , 

Tin  se  of  Topsfleld  A  Rowle  rlUaice  The  malor  Ganell  gave  fhe  oath 
of  Alegence  Uie  18tb  of  Dcombar  l«78.  a  tltt 


mrJery:  Huhbord 
mr  Wm  Perkins  senr. 
mr  John  liaker 


Mlchaell  Dnnnloll 
John  Nicolls 
Isaack  Burton 
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mr  John  Bnulstrttek 

mr  Tlio  :  Baker 
mr  Win  I'tTkins  janr 
Uft.  m-a :  Pabodj 
Bm  :  John  GoaM 
'•erictJo:  Pabody 
serirt  T<*aack  Comings 
sergt  Epbr :  Donnan 
Cott^  JMob  Towne 
JohD  fltonek 
Isaack  Esteye  Mnr 
John  WUd 
mrgt  Jot  Bttdtngton 
Thomas  FwUii» 
Joseph  Townp  seiir 
Danletl  Clarke 
Jobu  How 
*Joliii  Oomtngt  MOT 
Wmiam  Averill 
Sain  :  Hewlett 
William  Hnwlett 
D«af  «U  Bornuin 
Tho  Dorman 
Mathew  Stanley 
Tiio:  Perkinti  janr 
Zacbeotis  Perkins 
Hmo:  Terkins 
Isaack  Comings  junr 
Jotin  Comings  junr 
TStktbi  Comings 

John  

Jolui  Prltchett 
Will  Fritchett 
Joseph  Pritcbetl 
Wm  Pabody 
Igaack  Pabody 
Tobilah  Perkins 
John  Ferkhis 
Tlmoj  I'mdns 
Dan:  Rediugton 
John  Stanley 
James  Watters 
Wm  Townes 
JoHeph  Townes  janr 
Thomas  Townes 


4» 

Peeter  SbcHnmj 
Will  NIcUm 

J<^hn  Robinson 
Thomas  Caue 
Fhlll:  Knight 
Wm  HobbS 
Uaack  Kstye 
Joseph  Estye 
John  Bstiye 
John  Townes 
Jacob  Towne  junr 
John  Curtloe 
*Zakor7  Cortice 
Tbo:  [NemDansY] 
Evnn  Mo  rice 
John  Clarke 
Anthony  Baker 
John  Oonld  janr 
•Sam:  Symons 
*Tho :  Andrews 
Sam:  Stanley 
*Joetab  Bridges 
*Jo8eph  Pabody 
♦John  Kimball 
•Robert  Stiles 
Benlamln  Blzby 
•John  Andres 
•Joseph  Andrew* 
•John  Stiles 
•Danlell  BIa«fc 
Jouath :  Looke 
•Blaze  Vinton 
•John  Vinton 
*Arther  Carey 
•Robert  Smith 

•Jdlin  Kntnvdcn 

Joliu  Havens 

Nafcht  Nnfoe 

Joaboa  Betlon 
*Bani:  Biisell 
♦Tho:  Comings 

Jacob  ffoster 
*ffranois  Lattie 

BUiba  FerkfaiB 
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TOPSFIBLD  BILL  OF  ESTATB, 

MADB  B8IWB1SN  1728  AND  1726. 
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laory  hott«y  . 

Dathantel  hood 
Boniaman  how 


8mbv«1  hunion  

Elizar  lak  

Edward  aealand  

Philip  DMlud  

niT  Isaac  pabody  ...  * 
Bar  Jacob  paTtody  .... 
laac  pobody  Jud  .... 
o»p  Tobll*  plrklBS  .... 
nr  Toblia  pirkins  .... 
cap  Thomns  parley  .  .  ... 
wed  and  1  iiuotUy  pirkins 

John  priebftTd  

Thomas  pt*ikins  

ZavheuH  perkins  ..... 

Elialia  parking  

Timothy  purkins  .... 
ens  Tlmr>thy  purkJns  ,  .  * 
Tliomas  purkins  JuQ  .  .  . 

John  parkins  

Johnathan  purkins  .... 
.Taroh  jniikiiiR  ..... 
Dea  Daniel  iiedington  .  .  . 
John  Redlngtoii  ..... 
Daniel  Rodington  Jwur  .  . 
Jacob  R<'clini;ton  .... 
mr  John  auii  Jacob  Robinson 
Joseph  Boblnsoo  .... 

Samui'l  Smith   

William  Town  

Joshua  Town  

John  Town  ....*.. 

Jscob  Town  

Bphraim  Wilds  Senx    .  .  . 

John  Wilds  

Bphimtm  Wilds  

Jonathan  Wilds  

Juoatban  bormaa  .... 
Jsmsi^old  
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KARI^Y  RRCORDS 

OK  THE 

TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD, 
WASSACHUSETTS. 

Tbanscubed  bt  Obo.  Ffls.  Dow. 


ComiMUBD  FROM  Vol.  II>  paob  52. 


Apou  Ipswich  or  Kowlv  Rel'uesmg 
to  agree  With  or  meu  to  La^  out  a 
Ck)UDtr7  roadtt  from  Bowly  to  Top*- 

feild  thay  hfiiic  powpr  in  ye  Name  of 
or  Towue  to  moue  ye  Honerable 
Court  for  belpe  In  this  Case.  Voated 

At  A  Lawfull  Meeting  uf  veTowne 
of  Topsfeild  the  16  of  naj  1684. 

The  Towne  did  mainfest  by  Voat 
that  thay  ware  Willing  to  proseed  to 
ordanatiou  With  Mr  Joseph  Capeu. 

The  Towne  baa  manifested  by 
Voate  to  answer  Mr  Jo8€pli  Capen 
desier  in  sending  to  floe  Cburchis  for 
mesengers  to  Mr  Capen.  Voated 

Lliut  Pebody  Deacken  Perkins 
Llfait  Balcpr  ikitlgne  Pebody  John 

Honey  Corpr  Townos  Isncke  Est^^y 
Senr  &  Jnhu  Gould  Sear  are  ChoBen 
to  prouide  for  Mr  Capen  ordanatiou 
and  the  Towne  and  Cburoh  to  pay 
for  ye  Charges  thay  bee  out  uhont  it 
in  such  as  thay  Lay  out  Ether  in 
Kind  or  eles  fn  that  as  ye  Law  dos 
aay  to  oqQellaiit  to  it.  VoAted 

The  Comtnitey  that  was  Chosen  to 
Lay  out  to  Mr  Capen  tweino  Eackors 

of  !.ni)(l  <fe  medow  dL  Bwamp  is  iva- 
powered  to  goe  and  recttiQe  there 
unealredy  rane  and  If  that  doe  not 
reach  the  Cones  of  medow  but  by 

adding  then  thiiy  hmie  power  to  Lay 
ye  Coue  or  Coues  of  medow  to  Mr 
Capen.  Voated 

Wee  whose  names  are  Vnderwrit- 
tiog  being  appioynted  aom  for  Ipe* 
wich  and  P  I[)swich  Towne  and  som 
for  Topsfeild  and  P  Topsfelld  Towne 
to  settell  the  Line  betwext  said 
Townee  bane  agreed  aa  fdiloweth 
that  the  Line  shall  Rune :  and  is 
setled  from  a  planted  Tree  in  a 
Hlomp  in  Thomas  perely  his  (leild  to 


II  black  oak  Tree  marked  with  a 
heape  of  stones  at  it :  soe  to  a  whiat 
oak  Tree  marked  with  a  heap  of 
stones  at  it  and  soe  on  a  slrelgbt 
Line  to  a  pond  Called  Mr  Bakers 
pond :  and  then  the  pond  to  be  the 
bounds  till  it  Comes  to  the  soe  eaat 
end  of  the  pond  :  till  it  Comes  to  a 
White  oak  Tree  marked  &  a  peiee  of 
medow  :  and  then  to  run  on  a  streight 
Line  to  another  White  oak  Tree 
marked  with  a  :  T  :  on  th.  south  sid 
an  :  I  :  on  the  north  aid  With  a 
heape  of  stonee  at  it,  neer  the  farme 
formerly  Mr  Syaxwda  hto  fanne: 
still  Riinnintj  one  n  streight  Line  to 
tliat  farme,  and  sue  on  a  Line  to  the 
brooke,  and  tlwn  as  the  brooke  Run- 
I  th  till  it  Comes  into  Ipswich  Riner: 
Mr  Symonds  farme  being  included  in 
Topsfeild  hounds:  Topsfeild  men 
anbeeribing  haue  a  greed  to  all 
aboae  Written  apon  the  aooont  that 
the  prouiso  in  Ipswieh  Towne  Grant 
toTopsfeiid  with  Respect  to  theire 
Gatle  Treapnieing  be  noe  more 
Liable  to  pay  then  other  Townes  for 
their  Catle  Trespaspinpr  in  Witness 
where  of  The  perties  appoynted  by 
their  eeuerall  Townee  bane  aett  to 
their  hands  this  28th  2  month  1684 
ssigned  &  In  prsence  of  Wittneases 
P  the  perties  sent  P  Ipswich  to  the 
pertiee  Coaoemed  for  Topafetld. 
John  Wilds  Oaniell  Epps 
John  How  Thomas  Wade 

Jacob  Townea      Simon  Stace 
Rpbrom  Dorman  Nebemiab  Jewet 
John  Honey  JohnAppleton 

Thonae  Bonnan  Senr 

Wittnesses 
Joseph  Goodlioo 

John  Whipple 

This  is  a  true  Copey  Compared 
with  ye  orignell  Voder  there  hands 


Digitized  by-Goo^^Ic 


of  both  ptjctym  by  both  Town^  as 
thsy  wwrt  ftpioolad  by  tiMn  TowiMt 

as  atested  P  me  Jolm  Gould  B«0O«d- 

er  for  Topsfeild 

Witoes  to  ye  truth  of  the  Copcy 
Joha  How  Epberim  dmrmaai 

At  a  meetloir  of  ^  Towiie  of 
Iptwich  the  17th  of  Apriell  1684 
CflHed  about  Ruoinj^  the  Line  be- 
tweeoe  Topafeild  aod  Ip^wicb  appon 
s  motfoo  nftde  by  the  ■eteetmeD  of 
Topafeild  to  the  Epieotmou  of  Ips- 
wich for  that  end  :  it  wa^^i  at  this 
Towne  meeting  Voted  that  Cupt  John 
AppletOD  C»|^  DuieU  Epp«  Lliut 
Thomas  Burnnm  nnd  Mr  Nohemiali 
Jewftt  should  be  adJoyned  With  Mr 
TiioiDHB  Wade  and  fioaigne  Stact) 
Who  wo«re  formetly  appointad  by 
the  Towne  to  Run  Lines  as  tliere 
should  be  occasion  To  Run  this 
Line  betwene  ye  Towne  of  Ipswich 
and  Topafeild  and  to  Mttell  the 
Bounds  acenrdin^  to  former  ng^rep- 
ment  betweue  the  fore  said  Towneti 
as  may  appeare  Vpon  Reoorda ;  and 
tf  there  appears  no  agreement  Vpon 
Rprord  :  then  the  Towne  by  therw 
Vote  baue  giuen  to  ye  gentlemen  a 
boue  named  fall  power  to  make  a 
fall  agreement  and  tattle  the  Bounds 
Betweene  the  said  Townes  thay  in 
there  Wisdom  shall  thinke  best  to  be 
done. 

At  a  Generall  Towne  meeting 
ttebnary  ye  9th  Vppon  the  peti- 
tion of  Topsfcild  the  Towne  haue 
Reffered  the  dispo^sing  of  the  Com- 
mon  ground  necre  the  new  medowet 
to  the  eeancn  men. 

At  ye  same  Towne  meeting  Grant- 
ed to  Ensigne  Thomas  Howl>  tt  six 
acres  of  Vpland  to  be  Joyned  tu  the 
Htmt  whiflh  hat  bought  of  Ifr 


Eoggers  Wbeare  the  saui  f^osigue 
hana  Unit  hfa  hooaa. 

Granted  and  sold  Vnto  Ensile 
Hewlett  n  litte!!  stripe  of  Land  Lying 
Betwene  him  aod  Danieii  Clarke 

At  a  Towne  meeting  ffebeaary 
19th  1660  Granted  Ensigne  HowUU 
to  ezehaog  a  small  pereefl  of  Land 
according  as  Richard  Jacob  Mosis 
Pengry  and  Robert  I.ord  in  the 
behiUfe  of  the  Towue  Veiwing  of  the 
■ame  shall  Judge  meele  to  Lay  it  out 
to  him. 

At  ye  Towne  meeting  hild  the  18th 

ffebwary  1661  Granted  to  Ensigne 
Howlett  to  Exchange  a  percell  of 
medow  wth  the  Towne  Vppon  Equall 
Teirmea  as  shall  be  Judged  meet  by 
Deacon  Goodhue  and  Richard  Jacob 
prouided  that  if  the  Baid  Ennigue 
Howlett  doe  not  make  good  the  titell 
of  the  medow  ho  doth  Exchange  that 
then  this  grant  to  be  Voido. 

Thes  six  perticelers  aboue  written 
ate  Trne  Coppies  taken  out  of  the 
Towna  Bookeof  Ipnwhshaathay  an 
then  Recorded. 

F  John  Brewer  Clarke  of  ye 
Towne  of  Ipewioh. 

AprleU  iS  1684 

Thes  are  True  Copies  of  those 
Copies  as  atested  P  mee  John  Qonld 
Reoorder  for  Topafeild. 

Witness  to  the  Copyes  as  thay  be 
prsented  to  Vs  Vnder  ye  Clarke  of 
Ipswich  hands  besides  or  Clarke 
bead: 

John  How     William  Smith  Jvr 

At  A  Lawfnll  Towna  meeting  of 
the  Towna  of  Topafaild  the  19  aguat 

William  Auerieli  sear  is  Chosen 
CSomntMiior  for  the  TowM  of  Topa- 
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feild  for  this  ycniT  to  goe  to  the 
Sbeere  Towoe  to  Joyne    with  y« 

At  A  Ltowfbtl  TowM  If Mlliig  the 

26  of  Xonmher  lfi8<  :  otjr  Tonrnc  of 
^  Top«feild  Coosidriog  the  great  Euell 

that  may  Come  by  so  Coatending 
Bacbe  Towne  ooe  with  y  other  and 

eppecly  in  this  Time  when  hftiu» 
Gate  to  feare  an  eoeiuM  may  Coom 
and  bfiaaka  or  paaaa  aad  take  or 
(iillidges  from  Vs  Wee  doe  ppopouod 
to  ye  Towne  of  Salam  to  Chose  a 
Commite  to  8tteil  the  six  miles  ex- 
tent Line  from  there  meeting  boose 
towiiid  or  'I'i.wno  and  to  glue  there 
C'ommite&  ffuii  power  to  Settell  a 
Lline  with  a  Commite  Chosen  by  or 
Towiw  for  that  end  and  for  both 
"il  Towncg  to  Chof^f  men  to  bee  of  the 

Commites  to  bee  such  as  are  not 
prepoeeeed  or  aay  wayee  Ooaeawed 
in  ye  Cast-  and  this  Wee  doe  deelOT 
ye  Geiitellmen  selectmen  of  Salam  to 
propound  to  there  Towoe  and  to  send 
va  there  TowMia  lated ;  Utat  Bakar 
is  Chosen  to  Carey  this  to  ye  sedeot- 
meti  of  Salam  and  to  prseut  il  to 
them  as  the  Towoe  of  Topafeild 
desier  to  bee  praanted  to  y  Towoa 
of  Salam  aa  ahono  aald. 

Voated 

8eueraU  Rat^  made  and  deliuer- 
^  ed  to  ye  CooalabeH  of  TopaMkI  Ihla 

10  ol  JoDOwaiy 

To  two  dngell  Coatrey  rates  one 

to  hp  pnid  in  money  the  Other  in 
Come  ye  Countrey  demand  ia  161b 
Ihonrtoaalt  ia  made  fa  £1MM 

one  Toame  Bate  asMMintiiig  to 
071b  Ida  04. 

OMRate  for  yo  ntoMmr  in  ye 
years  1*84  the  aaae  h  Wb  whereof 


twenty  pounds  of  It  ia  to  be  paid  in 
stluer  TMNVOO 

ooe  Rate  for  ye  ordaaattoii  of  mr 
Capen  Comeing  to  081b  06a  Old 
TopafieidfehUthW. 

This  iniy  sifrnify  to  whom  it  may 
concern  that  i  haue  reaeued  of  Con- 
stabell  Ridiogtuo  tbat  is  Daoi^ 
Ridinglon  that  ImOI  Bate  which  waa 

mnHp  for  me  upon  ye  aoount  of  ye 
menestry  in  Tops^ld  A  conuBited  to 
ye  aaid  Badlngtoo  to  gather  for  mo 
which  was  for  part  of  ye  yere  8S  A 
part  of  ye  yere  83  I  say  resened  by 
me  ye  full  of  that  rate  or  that  of  ye 
oooetabla  whieh  waa  to  my  foil  aat> 
isfaction  as  witceH  my  haod  JO  daj 
and  dat  a  houe  written. 

Joseph  Capen 
Thia  ia  a  feme  Coppy  of  that  ro> 
srijrht  tnken  nrtA  entered  by  na 
Kphraim  Dorman, 

Baoorder  for  Topadeld 
Tbpadald  the  tt  tehnniy  IM  or 
87. 

a  single  Country  rat  mad  by  order 
of  his  Erselencye  &  f^on^ol!  &  com- 
miied  to  Constable  Coiuiugs  to 
gatiier  ye  totall  amounting  to  eeaMB 
pounds  tMrlaao  aUUtafi  aod  t«o 
penoe. 

Beaton  tte  Mth  may  1687. 

Beaeined  ot  Isaac  Comings  Consta- 
ble hi  the  Towne  of  TopaBeld  aeanan 

pounds  thirtene  shiliogs  being  the 
Cuntry  rate  for  said  Towne  and  ia  in 
full  for  the  same. 

John  Vaher  Treaaonr 
this  is  n  trne  Coppy  of  the  Treaaar- 
ers  reseigbt  entered  by  me  Ephram 
Dorman  recorder  for  TopedaM. 

John  How  laaaoMndj 
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We  Whose  Namei»  are  Vuder 
Wrightem  being  apiootad  by  ye 
Towae  at  a  towne  meeting  ye  16  of 
may  16d4  to  ade  to  mr  Capen  Line 
ye  Cooee  or  Coaeas  of  medow,  baue 
doa  it  WM  mafkad  ablake  coke  stand- 
ing about  one  rode  from  ye  medow 
side  and  bo  ruining  apon  a  straight 
Line  from  that  tree  to  both  Comer 
of  y0  ftaoe  as  ft  now  stands  this  2: 
march  1684  or  85. 
witnes  or  hands 

frauceti  pabody 
Jjohn  Wfles 

John  RediDgtou 
Jacob  towne 
John  Gould 

At  a  Lawful!  Meeting  of  ye  Town 
of  Topsfeild  ys  IStb  of  Hay  1684. 

the  Town  did  mauifest  by  vot 
that  they  were  willing  to  proceed  tO 
ordination  witb  Mr  Joaepli  Capeu. 

Votsd 

The  Town  has  manfested  by  vote 

to  answer  to  Mr  Joseph  Capeus 
desier  in  Bending  to  five  Churcbea  for 
MesenJers  to  Air  Capens  Ordaiua- 
tion.  Voted 

Uievet  Puabody  Deacou  Ferkiub 
Uiavat  Baker  Kndgne  Peabody  John 
Hovey  CorpU  Townes  Isaac  Estey 
senr.  and  John  (iould  are  Chosen  to 
provide  tor  Mr.  Capena  Ordainatiou, 
and  ye  Town  and  Church  to  |Miy  for 
the  charges  they  be  out  about  it : 
such  af»  they  lay  out ;  Ether  in  Kinde 
or  in  that  as  ye  Law  doth  say  is 
Bqntvotent  to  it.  Voted 

The  Comitie  that  are  chosen  to  lay 
oQt  to  Mr.  Capen  Twelve  acres  of 
Land  and  Medow  &  Swamp,  is  Im- 
powered  to  go  aod  Kectitie  three 
Lines  at  redg  tonne  and  if  that  do 


not  reach  the  Cove  of  Medow,  then 
they  bavo  power  to  Lay  out  the 
Coves  of  Medow  to  Mr.  Qipeii. 

At  a  Lawfnll  Town  Meeting  the 
6th  Day  of  October  1685  the  Town 
has  menifested  by  vote  that  they  will 
Chose  a  commitie  to  Treat  with 
Bowley  Villagers  to  see  what  they 
will  pay  towards  the  nnaintainanoe  of 
our  Minister  by  tlie  Year.  Voted 

Llievt  Baker  Deacon  Perkins 
SarJt.  Dorman  Sarjt.  Towns  and 
William  Avert  I!  Senr.  is  Choen  a 
Commitie  To  T refit  with  Rowley 
Villagers  to  see  what  they  will  give 
towarda  the  maintainance  of  our 
Miniatiy  by  the  year  and  to  make 
Return  of  it  to  the  Town. 

at  A  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  ye 
3  march  1684  or  85. 

John  Gould  was  Choseu  to  l>e  ye 
Tow  tie  Clarke  to  kepe  ye  Towue 
buoke  of  reckads  for  Topsfeild  for 
ye  year  insueing. 

EUsha  parkins  is  Chosen  Consta* 
bell  for  Topsfleld  for  ye  yeare  in 
bueing.  '  Voated 

Sargt  Redington  Llint  Thomas 
Baker  Sargt  F^pbram  Dorman  and 
Samuel  Howlett  and  John  Gould  are  • 
Chosen  secleetmeo  to  order  ye  pre- 
dushall  afares  of  the  Towne  for  this 
yeare,  but  tbay  haue  noe  power  to 
despose  of  ye  Towne  Land.  Voated 

The  Towne  has  by  Voate  declared 
that  thay  doe  grant  to  mr  Capen  to 
be  a  Comener  In  the  Towne  with 

orselues.  Voated 
The  Towne  has    manifested  by 
Voate  yt  thay  will  Choae  men  to 

rune  out  ye  mile  &  qnf.rter  which  is 
not  yet  rune  out  with  Salam  a  Cord- 
ing to  agreement  and  so  on  apon  ye 
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•aoie  pioiit  of  ye  CcMiiptw*  Voated 
Corpr  Honey  *  ImmIm  Mbj  Md 
John  Gould  are  Chosen  and  impow- 
ered  to  ruae  out  je  mile  &  quarter 
wliicb  is  not  yet  rune  oat  aCording 
to  •  graement  wttb  Saten  mb  tad 
BO  one  as  there  a  grecment  is  pro- 
aided  tbay  shall  not  any  wise  weaku 
ye  pomr  fomMrly  graatod  to  liirt 
Bater  ti«igt  Tvwwm  it  Swgt  How. 

Voated 

Daniel  Rediugtou  samuei  staadly 
aia  ClKHite  aeniayoraa  for  Ua  wayes 
tills  in  stieinfr  year.  Voated 

laacke  i^ebody  it  laacke  Kstey 
Junr  are  Chosen  fence  Veveeres  for 
this  ia  sueiog  year.  Yoled 

IsHcke  Esley  sear  is  Cliosen  Jaer> 
eymao  of  Trialls  for  this  next  Court 
at  Ipawiofa.  Voted 

the  Towne  has  Chosen  there  prsent 
seclcctmcn  to  Veve  What  is  by  Lllut 
peboUy  &  John  Gould  taken  out  of 
ye  old  TowDO  Boobo  and  eaberibed 
into  ye  new  and  9ee  if  there  is  any 
more  to  betake  out  and  wUat  ye 
maicu'  part  of  them  doe  agree  two 
tbe  Towne  shall  stand  tuo.  Voated 

At  n  T.uvvfull  Towne  Tnefting  tlip 
14  march  8f  £t  Was  Voted  that 
eaaiad  eymona  dioald  take  pay  of 
those  yt  doe  eeet  to  ye  seeats  tliat 
hee  dos  set  Vp  at  ye  east  end  of  y*' 
meeting  house  tbay  being  Constant 
CoDtnnliatm  to  ya  Mcd  of  god  hem 
at  XbpafefldaCofdtog  tothwre  ability. 

Voated 

Williuiu  Auerell  sear  Kalers  hk 
Cootrey  dssenia  to  ye  Voato  aboae 

wrightecn. 

at  a  Lawful!  Towne  meeting  ye 
14  maiefa  16845. 

The  Towne  doth  order  that  ye  toe 

groands  and  Cases  of  any  Towne 
meeting  that  shall  be  a  greeed  Vpon 


and  noties  giueu  togatber  With  War- 
li^rof  too  neatiog  to  the  Inbabitom 
and  it  shall  not  be  Lawfull  for  any 
thing  to  be  acted  in  any  Towne  meet- 
ingbntWbat  there  shall  be  notlea 
giuen  of  When  ^adi  aaatlBn  atodl 
]u'  Warned.  ViiLes«  «ome  vergant 
aCalions  shall  fall  out  that  Could  not 
before  aeeaw  to  be  a  Voafied* 

Voated 

The  Towne  dos  SErree  that  Leagall 
noties  for  Waring  Towne  meetings 
ahallbe  to  Wrighting  Ether  Vader 
ye  Constabels  hand  or  seclectm 
bands  and  it  to  be  set  Vp  one  ye 
meeting  house  dores.  Voated 

'llie  Towae  doe  pase  a  Voate  that 
if  any  man  or  men  doth  goa  thoroe 
auy  man  Land  Whera  there  is  no  hie 
Way  and  Leaoe  doaaa  tbe  feaoe 
shaa  pay  afine  of  fine  slilliiiis  for 
E«erey  moh  defalt.  Voated 

at  a  Lawfull  meeting  of  ye  Sree* 
men  of  TopefeiM  ye  U  AprieU  168», 
rar  William  perkln«  is  Chosen  Graad- 
Jnror  maa  for  ye  yeare  iosoeing. 

Voated 

At  A  Lawfull  Towne  Meeting  ye 

19  of  may  168f> 

The  Towne  dos  giue  full  power  to 
the  prsant  eedeetmen  to  reokan  Wttk 

nr  Thomas  Hunter  Atuereney  to 
prir^zilnh  Throw  alias  Hunter  bare* 
ing  date  ye  7  day  of  May  1695,  to 
Cue  ordiemaad  for  any  part  or  pat^ 

cell  of  LIuke  Waklin  EsUte,  the 
Towne  Voatf'd  that  ye  seclectmen 
sbouiil  giue  bun  an  a  Count  aud  De- 
liner  all  the  mooabell  Brtate  of  Luke 
Waklien  as  yp  serlectmen  had  taken 
into  tliere  hands,  all  but  What  ye 
seclectmen  was  oat  about  in  audntar* 
ing  Luke  Waklein  doering  his  nater« 
all  Life  and  at  his  bueriall,  and  all  ye 
rest  of  ye  state  to  be  deliuered  to  ye 
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•boae  said  Thomas  Hunter  for  aoy 
Iknim  or  Land  that  Waa  Luke  Wak- 
len  ye  Towne  nor  mqImIiimii  wok 
had  it  in  tlure  handi.  Yotttod 

At  a  r.avrfull  Towne  meeting  ye  0 
davof  October  1685. 
The  Towne  h«e  malnfeated  by 

Voete  yt  thay  will  Choee  a  Commitey 
ffriodly  to  treat  With  Rowley  Viligere 
to  see  what  tiiey  will  pay  towards  ye 
vmlntnaBee  of  or  mtniater  by  ye 

yea  re.  Voated 
Lliut  Baker  Deackoti  porkins  sarj^t 
Ephram  Dormau  aurgl  Tuwucb  aud 
WOliem  Anerill  aenr  is  Chosen  a 
Commitey  to  treat  witli  KowU  v  Vili- 
gurs  too  see  what  thay  will  giue 
towards  ye  maiotaace  of  or  minister 
by  ye  yeaie  and  to  make  returne  of  it 
to  the  Towne.  Voated 
May  ye  20  1685. 

I  Thomas  Hunter  Atuereney  to  my 
If  other  prizzalah  Throw  alies  Han- 

ter  doc  hereby  aquite  and  disoharo^p 
ye  seclectmen  of  To(>sfeiid  in  ye 
behalf e  of  ye  Towne  of  Topsfetld  of 
all  ye  moaeball  Estate  yt  was  Luke 
Wakline  in  TopsfeikJ ;  for  tliey  hfuie 

giueo  mee  a  full  and  true  au  a  CouDt 
of  all  yt  waa  delinered  to  pete[r] 
Chomway  by  ye  sedectmeD  and 
deliuered  it  to  mee  and  wliat  wase  in 
Other  men  hands  thay  haue  giuen  mee 
an  a  Coont  of,  whereby  I  doe  dia- 
charge  ye  sedectmea  in  ye  behalfeof 
ve  Towne  and  peter  Chomwttv  from 
any  part  of  this  £state  before  meu- 
ened  fai  aa  fall  and  ampley  amaner 
as  my  mother  Throw  alies  Hunter 
Could  a  done  and  if  shee  was  here 
praant  herselfe,  whereby  I  doe  by 
thte  praant  a  qoJte  dtoehaige  and 
release  ye  sedectmen  and  peter 
Chomway  from  all  and  Euerey  part 
4b  parcel!  of  yt  Estate  aboue  men* 


cned  as  witnes  my  hand  ye  day  di 
yeare  aboue  wrighteen. 

Thomaa  Hnnler 
this  was  selgned  A  deliaered  in  ye 

prsnnt  of  Vs. 

William  smith  senr  and  Joseph 
•oilth. 

at  a  lawfall  Town  meUng  the  S  of 

mareh  1685  : 

bargaut  Epbriam  dorman  is  diosen 
Clark  to  kepe  the  Town  Book  for  thla 

yere  iaSuing.  noted 
at  a  lawful!  Towne  meting  the  2  of 

march  1685  or  86. 
Leint.  Gould  Leiot  Thomaa  Baker 

Corpll  John  Houcy  mr  Tobiiah  pir- 
kins  Epbraim  Dorman  are  Choaen 
selectmen  for  this  yere  iDseuiog. 

noted 

At  a  lawfull  Townn  meting  the  2 
of  march  1685  or  86  John  prichet  is 
chosen  Constable  for  this  preasent 
yere  in  sewim:;.  noted 

At  a  lawfull  Toune  meeting  the  2 
of  march  1685  or  86  Isack  EastT 
senr  is  Chosen  Jnry  man  for  trialla 
to  atend  the  next  seationa  of  the 
Court  held  at  Ipewioh  after  the  dat 
hereof.  uoted 

at  a  lawfttU  Tonne  netln«r  the  2  of 
march  1685  or  86  the  Toune  hath 
freed  John  prichet  from  the  r\  hone 
mentioned  choyse  of  a  coustable. 

noted 

at  a  lawfull  Toune  meting  the  2  of 
mnrch  Ifi^n  or  86  Sarpent  Isack 
Coinings  is  Chosen  Constable  for 
thia  yere  Inaewtng.  noted 

at  a  lawfull  Towne  meting  the  2 
of  march  1686  or  8G  daniell  Reding- 
tun  and  John  Kobison  are  Chosen 
■eraayera  for  high  wayae  for  tiiia 
yere  insewing.  uoted 

at  a  lawfull  Tonne  meeting  the  'i 
of  march  1685  or  86  Joiin  Toune  and 
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and  Timmothj  pirkios  are  ChoBen 
fence  aewera  for  this  preasent  yere 
Insewing.  uoted 

at  a  lawful!  Toaoe  iiMetiiig  the  2 
of  march  1685  or  86. 

iilMuiircf  to  Mr  Capense  desire 
speaiM  Id  wi^htiDg  to  the  Touae 
for  the  grant  of  a  small  peoc  of  land 
aa  hia  barae  stands  on  and  for  a 
yard;  tfa«  Twtw  btth  granted  ten 
rod  of  ground  and  what  hia  barn 
atands  on  and  for  a  ieanto.  noted 

and  Isack  EAsty  senier  and  CorpU 
Jobo  Houey  are  ChoMO  to  lay  oat 
the  aboue  Mid  land  to  Mr  Capen. 

uoted 

at  a  lawfnll  Toune  meeting  2  of 
march  1685  or  66  in  answer  to  Cor- 

porall  Smiths  desire  to  the  Townc  to 
renew  the  l>onnd8  of  the  parson idg 
land:  the  Toune  haue  Cbose  Lieut 
peabody  Isadc  EmI^  ssnr  and 
CorplI  houey  to  rintw  tbe  bounds 
aboue  mentioned.  uoted 

at  a  iawfuil  Toune  meeting  2  of 
auwob  1686  or  66  in  answer  to  Iia«k 
peahodys  desire  manyfested  to  the 
Toune  for  a  seate  in  the  meting 
house  that  is  to  set  ap  a  seat  by  tlie 
galery  stalrea:  tbe  Tonne  bath 
granted  his  request.  uoted 

up  on  tbe  1 6  of  the  first  mouth  in 
86  we  who  weare  apionted  by  the 
Tonne  as  apers  In  thn  Toune  book 
CorpU  John  Houey  and  Isack  Eastye 
seor  haue  laid  ont  the  land  to  Mr 
Capen  a  bont  bis  bame  in  tbis  man* 
nnrten  foot  for  a  lenntoo  on  tbo 
west  end?  and  then  three  rod  gqnare 
on  the  south  »ide  of  the  barue  and 
one  rod  at  tbe  east  ends  staliad  out 
with  four  stnlies  and  rodn  nt  tbe 

laack  Easty  senr 
John  Honey  senr 


Wee  Lieut  ff  ranoes  Peabody  Isacic 
Eaatye  senr  CorpU  John  Houey  sargt 
JobnBedingtou  being  Chosen  by  the 
Toune  and  selectmen  to  setle  the 
bounds  of  the  Parsonage  land  and 
bane  noordingly  dnn  it  and  bane 
measaied  not  tliirty  acers  of  vpland 
and  swamp  to  the  southward  of  mr 
Pirltinsis  field :  from  mr  Pirkins  bis 
Ibie  tiiree  score  rod  A  bane  mtrked 
a  swamp  oake  nee  re  to  mr  Pirkins 
his  line  :  a  blak  oack  at  the  «int]th- 
east  Comer  next  tbe  common  a  heape 
of  roeke  nere  to  a  black  or  a  yeelow 
oack  at  the  south  westerly  comer 
amapel  tree  In  ye  pine  swamp  at  the 
norwest  comer  nere  the  hill  called 
bare  hill — also  we  bane  layd  ont 
eleauen  akers  whare  the  house 
stands :  hune  measured  from  the 
yard  westward  next  the  highway 
fonrty  foor  rod  bane  marked  a  yonng 
croched  wbito  oack  and  forty  pole 
to  wards  the  nm  ili  :  haue  sft  a  stake 
and  a  iieape  of  rockii  u  bout  it :  haue 
come  forty  foor  rods  eastwardly 
astake  for  the  mark  nere  a  gral  rock 
at  the  norest  corner  :  and  forty  rods 
southwardly  to  a  post  by  the  yard 
whare  we  began  dat  ye  96  of  maiob 
1686. 

ffrances  Peabody 
John  Ridington 
Isack  Eaatj  sear 
Jglm  Houey  senr 
Wee    whos    names    are  under 
wrigbten  being  Chosen  by  the  Tonne 
of  Topaiidd  to  exsammon  the  bounds 
of  such  men  as  haue  lands  Aioyning 
to  the  Common    aoording  to  our 
power  we  bane  ezaammoned  tbe 
bonoda  of  John  Prichets  land  and 
not  being  fuUy  ssttisfyed  about  his 
bounds  he  Clsimed ;  we  came  to  an 
A  greeneot  with  bim:  na  we  bnd 
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power  to  do«  aod  we  kaue  iuily  a 
gVMd  wttli  John  Pneb«t  to  folo««tlis 

that  h  that  the  fence  of  John 
phcbets  &a  it  now  stands  on  the 
northerly  tide  of  bis  laud :  and  a 
Joyneing  to  oor  ComaKMi  tluUl  be  hl§ 
bounds  for  euer:  to  rrmru'np  as  a 
aetteled  boonds  betweoe  John  Pricb- 
eta  laod  and  ye  Common  :  to  bim  and 
hit  liain  and  a  aignes  for  euer :  tbe 
fence  now  heginintr  at  the  ende  of 
tbe  pond  and  so  ruuing  from  tbenoe 
to  a  mendow  of  mr  Bdkera  so  far  as 
Tofwfleld  Common  runs :  always  pro> 

uided  mr  Rnkor  shall  hsirip  Icbortv  to 
goe  witb  bis  Cart  upon  tbe  upland  by 
tbe  medow  tide  witb  bay :  witb  oot 
raoleetatkm  from  John  Priohet  or  bis 
hafrefl  for  euer  r  and  further  we  doe 
agree  that  care  may  be  taken  that 
ttmreeball  be  do  romooeell  of  tbe 
fence  towards  the  Common :  bat  that 
the  bounds  shnll  be  renewed  as  the 
fence  now  stands :  and  in  coni(]era- 
tkw  of  tbie  •  grement  John  Pfe«cbet 
bath  giuen  bill  to  pay  Qve  pounds 
ten  shillings :  snd  that  this  is  our 
agreement:  we  baue  a  tested  with 
oar  huds  dftt  tbe  89  of  aprill  1686. 
witnes  Thomas  Baker 

Ephraim  Dorman     Jacob  Toune 
Edna  Uazeu  John  How 

Wee  Lieut  TbomM  Baker  Jooob 
Towne  senr  John  How  baue  setteled 
a  Line  betweti  (^orpU  Thomas  Pearly 
and  TopsQeld  Common  we  b&ueiug 
power  io  to  doe  by  order  from  tbe 
Towne  of  Topsflpld  and  we  haue  a 
greed  and  settelled  tbe  bounds  be- 
tweae  Corpll  Perly  and  TopsQeld 
Oommon  aa  f  oloweth  that  is  tbet  the 
bounds  fihall  be  and  remaine  betwene 
Topstield  Common  and  Corpll  Perlys 
land  as  tbe  said  Perlys  fen(»  now 
atsndeth  on  that  iMe  of  tbe  ad 


Perlys  land  next  John  Priobets  land 
MdoarOoiBMi  «be  OMMedentkm 

is  twenty  four  shillings  halfo  IMMiy: 

datbdOof  aphiri686. 
witnes  Thomas  Baker 

Ef^ralm  Dorman    Jacob  Toaae 

leack  foster  iunr      John  How 

At  a  lawfuU  meeting  of  the  free- 
men of  Topafield  the  4  of  may  i6b6. 

Thomaa  Dorman  is  Cboeea  a 
Graniocy  man  for  TopefieM  for  this 
yeare.  voted 

At  a  lawfoU  Toune  meeting  tbe 
28  of  June  1686. 

The  Toune  did  npret-  that  a  Com- 
mity  should  be  Choseu  to  goe  witb 
Salem  men  to  perambulate  on  the 
agreement  Line  betwene  Salem  and 
Topfield  and  to  run  the  line  out  a 
c(Mrding  to  agreement  If  ihay  can 
afn^  aboot  it.  noted 

and  further  the  Toune  baue  obcM»e 
Leiut  Thomas  Baker  and  Sargt 
Jacob  Toune  and  Sargt  John  How 
and  John  Wilda  and  leack  Baaty 
sener  to  be  the  oommity  to  Joyne 
witb  Salem  men  to  parnmhulate  :  and 
run  out  tbe  line  If  ibay  can  agree  as 
a  boue  mentioned.  noted 

Corporall  John  Huuey  doth  enter 
bis  contrary  flesent  to  the  Hhone 
mentioned  acte :  Lieut  Jobu  Gould 
doth  enter  hie  eootrary  diaeot  to  the 
abone  nantioned  acte. 

Boston  Aprilt  6tb  1686 

Reaeiued  of  £lisba  pirkins  Con- 
atable  of  TopefieM  the  eome  of  three 
pounds  fiftene  shilinq;B  in  mony  being 
tbe  full  of  the  mony  Rate  for  iops- 
field  I  say  Reseueil  tbe  day  and  yere 
M  abooe'. 

P  Snmuell  Nowill  Treasurer 
This  is  to  sertyfy  that  Elisha  Pirkins 
Constable  of  Topsflleld  baue  paide 
hj  m J  order  the  f oU  of  the  Oonnty 
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Bate  for  the  jere  85:  Sib:  156: 
/OM  10:  86  !»y  ne  Jolm  Appletoo 

tiieo  Treasurer  for  the  County. 

Reseiued  tho  3  of  Jane  1669  of 
Thomas  Dormaa  coDStabie  of  Tops- 
field  tbe  tome  of  tiinetMie  poondi 

thirteiic  shillitij^'s  and  six  pence:  be- 
ing in  full  of  the  rate  for  the  yeare 
past.  1  saj  reseiued  in  full  acordiog 
to  mj  worrent,  by  ueitoe  of  tiie 
Qmnll  CoTirte  order  by  me. 

Richard  RusUl  Treasurer 
Rescued  the  6tii  of  oooember  1668 
of  Thomas  Dorman  Cunstable  of 
Topsficid  for  bis  County  rate  dup  in 
.  68  in  full  three  pouuds  one  shiliog 
Mid  o  Ivaiien  penoe  I  say  rMened  1^ 

Robart  Paine  Treasurer 
,  tiies  four  reseigbts  abuue  men- 

tloofld  are  tme  oappies  taken  and 
•nteied  datr  27  of  ppptrmbcr  86. 

P  Kphraim  dorman  Clark 

BewNMd  of  tiie  Constable  of  Tope- 
fleld  26  :  1 :  p  in  full  flf  lileire  Bate 
eight  pounds  flfteene  a,  and  three 
pence  I  aay  reseued  in  full  of  thare 
Toanea  proportion  to  fhe  Gonotry 
nl»4MI-15-03    p  me 

Riohard  Russill  Treasurer 

this  is  a  true  Coppy  of  the  treas- 
arers  reigbt  taken  and  entered  for 
Danielt  I?orm;in  P  Ephraim  Dorman 
recorder  for  Topsfleld.  dat  36th: 
7mo:  86. 

At  a  IjiwfuU  meeting  of  the  Selaol- 
men  of  Topsfield  the  16th  of  aprlll 
1686  in  answer  to  an  apointment 
frooi  the  setaetmen  of  Salam  to  the 
Selectmen  of  Topafldd:  to  goe  on 
the  perambulation  on  the  agreement 
line  aoording  to  a  greement  betwcne 
tiie  ToQoe  of  Saien  and  the  Tonne  of 
Topsfleld  in  answi  r  to  it  we  haue 
ohoeen  Lieut  John  Gonld  and  CorpU 


John  Uouey  and  Isaac  £aatye  sear : 
thia  la  a  tnie  Coppey  of  Hie  Select- 
mens  act  in  answer  to  Salem  mens 
apointment  as  abooe  mentiooed: 
taken  an  entered  by  me. 

Ephnda  Daman 
Recorder  f€r  Topafleld 
witnes  Thomas  Baker 

At  a  ItiwfuU  To  woe  meeting  22  of 
ootdber  1686. 

thare  bcin^r  som  gentell  men  of 
Salem  rillidg  as  desires  to  speake 
witti  onr  Tonne :  in  order  to  it  the 
Toune  h  ue  agreed  to  here  what  thay 
hane  to  say  and  to  see  thare  pouer 
but  not  to  proseed  with  them  in 
dlisooiae  about  theare  Intentiooa: 
but  conseder  of  what  thay  said  when 
thay  be  absent :  and  send  the  Touns 
miud  to  them.  noted 

At  a  lawfnll  Tonne  nieetfaif  the 
22  of  optohrr 

the  Toune  haue  uuauimusly  many* 
fested  thare  deaiers  that  mr  Capen 
wonld  be  plesed  to  preeh  lecters  If 
he  can  with  conuenleneqf  and  as 
often  as  he  pieseth.  noted 

Two  Rates  mad  for  mr  Cappen 
bareing  dat  the  88th  of  daoenber 
1686. 

the  mouy  R&te  was  tiftene  pounds 
twelue  iiiilings  and  aeaoen  penoe  tiie 

other  pay  Rate  wns  forty  two  pounds 
two  shitings  aud  nine  pence  thay 
being  alowed  on  by  the  JusUses 
weare  eommited  to  onr  ooMtable 
Decn  Isanr  Comine:?  to  gather. 

At  a  lawful!  Toune  meeting  the 
86th  of  Jenoaiy  1686  or  87. 

the  Tonne  haue  alowed  Cnnatable 
Cominp^s  his  bill  of  chaige  ni«  foor 
shilings  for  conueying  morris  out  of 
the  Tonne  and  three  tbUlngs  for 
forwomeing  two  womin  ont  of  the 
Tonne.  noted  * 
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mad  firther  ttkfty  baue  alowed  Lieut 
TbomM  Baker  Soe  ■biUi^  in  tfltier 

three  for  the  JuatlMft  confermation 
of  our  Rates  to  our  menister  nnd 
granting  a  worrent  to  our  Cuustable 
to  gather  them  ftod  two  ahiliogs  for 
three  days  one  for  goeing  Commis- 
iener  to  Salem  A  two  day*  to  the 
Justiaee  aboue  said.  uoted 

and  firfher  the  Tonne  uonaedering 
the  necesity  of  the  two  gal le ryes  to 
be  set  up  forth  with  yt  ye  select  men 
haue  agreed  with  Samuell  t>imou8  to 
net  np  and  Samnell  Stnona  deslered 
thf;  Tounc  to  pay  him  for  them  or 
giue  him  full  power  to  sell  them  to 
whom  he  will :  the  Touiiu  doe  agree 
to  gine  the  said  Simons  twenty  or 
thirty  shilings  for  the  Gallires  thny 
haueiug  three  seats  apece  in  them 
and  the  said  Simons  hath  power  to 
talce  the  rest  of  hie  pay  of  tiiem  that 
doe  sit  in  them  a  cording  to  former 
order:  and  If  the  said  Simoua  doe 
not  enept  of  this  then  he  may  com 
&  agree  firther  with  ye  Selectmen 
that  the  work  mnv  be  dnn.  uoted 

also  the  TouDe  haue  i^iueii  the 
Seleetmen  power  to  agree  with  the 
eaid  Simons  abont  the  galleries  as 
aboue  said.  uoted 

and  firther  the  Toune  baue  agreed 
fliat  CorpU  John  Hooey  shall  repaire 
the  hinde  eete  of  hia  gallery  and  the 
Tonne  haue  left  it  to  the  Selectmen 
to  agree  with  him  about  his  coat  and 
oiian^  and  to  alow  htm  on  the  Tonne 
aooant.  uoted 

farther  Captin  John  How  is  chosen 
CO  goe  to  boston  to  procure  ye  bon- 
ered  gouemer  bradstreeli  teettmony 
in  the  bebalfe  of  ye  toune  conserning 
oar  land  on  the  eonth  aide  of  the 
reuer.  uoted 

and  the  Tonne  haoe  left  it  to  the 


Selectmen  to  alow  Capt  Uow  his 
oharg  oo  the  Tonne  aeoont  iot  goeing 
to  boston  as  aboue  said.  noted 

Lieut  John  Gould  doth  enter  his 
contrary  deaent  to  the  two  laat  notes 
abone  mentioned. 

At  a  lawfull  Town  meeting  the  1 
of  march  16d|  Left  Dormaa  ie  ohoeen 
daric. 

Oapt  John  How  and  leaae  Eae^ 

senr  and  SnmmneU  flowlet  Thomas 
Dorman  and  Kphraim  dorman  are 
Choseu  selectmen  for  this  yere  en- 
eewing.  '  noted 

Thomas  Pirkina  is  Cliosen  Consta- 
ble     thia  preaaent  yere  euaewiug. 

uoted 

Johnpriehet  and  William  Toune 
are  Chosen  seruayere  of  hiways  for 
this  yere  insewing.  uoted 

Thomas  Toune  and  Tlmmothy  pir- 
kins  Jnnr  are  Chosen  fence  newer 
for  this  preasen  yer  insowin^.  uott'd 

.the  Toune  haue  agred  and  ordered 
that  no  dam  ehall  made  to  atop 
the  water  as  sumtimea  mna  'Ont  of 
the  mill  pond  in  to  mr  Timraothy 
pirkins  his  medow  by  his  barue. 

noted 

and  further  at  Samnell  Houlets 

reqnes  the  Tonne  banc  granted  to 
change  land  with  him  that  ia  If  he 
wlU  lay  doone  tlie  land  1^  hie  home 
to  the  Touns  nee  aa  common  tbay 
will  alow  him  m  many  akors  and 
rods  of  ground  by  the  land  and 
medow  ae  he  the  eaid  Samnell  bought 
of  mr  Hobart  so  to  be  laid  out  as  not 
to  be  preiedlehall  to  the  highways. 

noted 

and  the  Tonne  haue  Choee  Lehit 

Thomas  Baker  and  Capt  John  Uow 
and  Thomas  Dorman  to  lay  out  the 
land  to  aamueli  houlet  iu  way  of 
emshang  aondfaig  to  the  abone  men- 
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Uooed  order.  oc^ed 
•od  fhe  ToQiM  ham  grtnlMl  to 

nr  William  pirkins  three  qeortere  of 
an  aker  of  land  on  the  norewest  side 
of  that  swampy  brook  Jojaeiog  to 
bia  own  land  proolded  that  tlioa  men 

being  Choae  in  the  behalfe  of  the 
Tonne  and  mr  wiUiam  pirkine  doe 
agree  about  it.  noted 

I^eiat  John  gonUI  doth  enter  hie 
contrary  deaeot  to  tlie  abooe  men- 
tioned act. 

and  the  Touue  haue  choee  Leiuten- 
nent  Thomaa  baker  and  Gapt  Jclka 
How  and  Sargt  Thom^ia  dorman  to 
agree  ^?ith  mr  wiiiiam  perkins  about 
the  thtcc  quarters  of  an  aker  for  the 
price  and  pay  and  the  plane  wbare  it 
is  to  be  laid  out  aa  abooe  mentbned 
and  to  lay  it  out.  noted 

and  the  Tonne  bane  agred  to  alow 
any  aa  shall  kill  wolnee  In  our  Toune 
that  is  to  Touns  men  ten  sUillblga 
apeoe  for  euery  wolfe  ao  killed. 

noted 

at  a  Lawful!  Tonne  meeting  the  6t 

of  aprill  1687. 

the  Toune  haue  agreed  to  Cbuae  a 
oonmity  to  seat  people  Older  the 
aeating  of  people  in  tboie  seates  aa 
weare  set  Up  bj  a  pobUok  Toune 
Charge.  noted 

Leint  ffranoea  peabo^y  Laint  John 
Gould  and  Leiut  Thomaa  Baker  Bn^ 
sipnc  Jacob  Tonne  and  Corporal! 
John  Uouey  are  Cbosen  to  seate 
people  in  tbie  meeting  hooee  aoordiv 
to  the  aboue  mentioned  note,  noted 

also  the  Tonne  haue  agreed  to 
send  to  our  neighbors  and  friods  of 
Bosfoid  to  Chnee  a  oommity  to 
Joyne  with  our  Commity  for  the 
aeating  of  people  in  the  meeting 
bona  as  aboue  mentioned.  uoted 

The  Tonne  hnne  Choeen  CorpU 


John  Uouey  and  John  BobbiBOQ  to 
run  the  line  botwene  Thomaa  Tomt 

Land  on  the  aonth  aidt  of  tho  Beuer 

and  the  Touns  Common.  uoted 
▲t  a  lawful!  meting  of  the  Select- 
men of  TopeHekl  ye  SO  aprill  1687. 

in  answer  to  an  apointment  of  the 
Gentellmen  of  Ipswich  to  perambu- 
lise  on  the  agreement  line  betwene 
Ipawioh  and  Topefleld :  in  anawer  to 
that  \sc  haue  chose  Lieut  Thomas 
Baker  and  Capt  Jobo  How  and  John 
Prichet. 

Bphraim  Dorman  in  the  name  of 
the  reate  of  the  eeleotmen  of  Tope- 
fleld 

At  a  law  full  Towne  meeting  ye  26 
sept  1687. 

Capt  John  How  le  Chosen  by  the 
Toune  to  prefer  thare  petesy  [on]  to 
his  Exelencey  the  Gouernor  and 
Connsell.      '  uoted 

at  a  lawfull  Toune  meeting  SOtb  of 
sept  1687  the  Toune  did  agree  that 
the  answer  as  was  mad  by  the  Tonn 
to  the  treaanrera  wamnt  as  did  in- 
cinde  som  scruples  about  it :  that 
answer  the  Toune  did  agree  should 
Im  Kmoned  ont  of  the  book  it  being 
found  to  be  ef enaine  to  nthoryly. 

uoted 

at  a  lawfull  Toune  meeting  dl  day 
of  may  1687. 

hi  answer  to  the  desire  of  som  per- 
sons the  ToTine  haue  giuen  Leborty 
for  any  persons  to  plant  Tobaoco  on 
the  oommon  ground  for  thia  ynve 
prouided  thay  iotmde  not  on  any 
highwafy].  noted 

and  tHe  Toune  haue  agreed  that 
the  fore  aidt  of  the  foofo  of  the 
meeting  honaa  iimll  be  mended  wbare 
it  ia  leakey.  noted 

The  Toune  haue  oonferm^  the 
former  Toone  ant  In  tiie  Choloa  of 
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the  Commity  for  the  seating  the 
people  in  the  meeting  bouse  as  it  is 
•pMdM  fak  the  fore  mentioned  note. 

noted 

Reeeaed  of  John  Prichet  forty 
ahilinge  by  order  of  the  selectmen 
whieh  WW  doe  to  him  from  the 

Toune  for  being  dabaty  this  forty 
shillinga  is  parte  of  a  best  that  I 
reseaed  at  three  pounds  iiioteene 
•liaiingB:  dstlSJane  168[7]. 

Thomas  Baker 

Ur  Jopeph  Porters  bounds  settell- 
ed :  a  whight  oacic  staodiDg  by  the 
•Mt  8ide  ^  apine  swamp :  and  a  red 
ock  on  the  north  side  of  the  swamp 
nere  dwounills :  and  aread  oack  or  a 
black  oack  on  the  northeast  side  of 
(be  awamp  oeve  wenham  Canaway. 

Mr  Beniamen  Porters  bounds  a 
whip;ht  oack  ne.re  ,Fohn  CurtioiissTs 
aud  u  blak  utump  ut-re  Nickalls  hm 
btock  which  is  said  Ntekalla  his 
bounds  and  a  whight  oack :  and  a 
whight  oack  on  the  south  side  of  the 
brook  being  barthulmues  bounds  and 
nioliall«is :  and  a  read  oack  being 
Andrewsis  bounds  and  a  whight  oack 
in  the  rang  towards  the  whight  oack 
in  Curtioussis  field. 

a  cording  to  the  lounes  order 
Leiut Thomas  bsker  (  ;t|ir  How  and 
Sargt  Thomas  Durmau  haue  sould 
Ur  William  Plrkioa  aboot  three 
qnorters  of  an  aker  of  that  which 
wtis  the  Tounes  Ooramnn  liping  im- 
powered  by  the  Toune  so  to  doe  and 
K  IB  boonded  as  foiowetii  it  lying  on 
the  norcwest  of  mr  wUliam  plrkioa 
his  houfl  by  the  swampy  brooclr  nere 
Capt  Hows  the  east  corner  is  a  stake 
by  the  brook  standing  by  an  alme 
tree  and  a  whight  oack  on  the  nore 
west  corner  to  wards  mr  Capeoe  and 
a  stake  on  the  southwest  corner  nere 


Capt  Hows  bame  and  with  a  Ktraight 
line  to  a  stake  at  the  south  east  cor- 
ner nere  that  bridg  oner  the  brook  in 
the  way  to  the  said  Pirkins  his  house : 
the  said  land  was  sou  Id  to  the  said 
Pirkins  for  thirty  shilings  ten  of  it 
in  ailner  twenty  of  it  in  come, 
dat  the  8th  of  nouember  1687. 

Tliomns  Baker 
John  How 
Thomas  Donnao 
The  bounds  of  the  land  that  we 
whos  names  are  nnder  writen  haue 
iaid  out  to  Sargt  Sammoell  Houlet 
by  Tonne  order  in  way  of  exchang, 
the  first  bounds  is  a  stake  twelue 
pole  from  the  fence  towards  muddy 
spring  and  from  thence  towards  Mr 
Capens:  to  an  other  stake  and 
stones  :  and  from  thence  to  an  other 
stake  and  stones  ner  the  corner  of 
Mr  Capens  field:  from  thence  to  a 
whight  oaek  tree  marked  nere  the 
high  way :  and  from  thence  to  a 
black  oack  marked  nere  samuell 
Houlets  pond  next  the  high  way 
Joyning  to  his  fence. 
•  dat  the  8th  nouember  1687 

Thomas  Baker 
Thomas  Dorman 
John  Bow 
Reseiued  of  Ephraim  Dorman  upon 
the  Selectraeos  a  count  as  was  due 
from  the  Toune  for  the  defraying  the 
Jnstisis  Charge  when  thay  came  to 

take  an  a  count  of  thr'  Tonn*^  pstnte : 
thirtene  shilings  aad  three  pence  in 
ailaer  1  say  reseined  by  me  William 
Smith.  dat  23  december  1687 

this  Is  a  true  Coppye  taken  and 
entered  P  me  Ephraim  Dorman 
Recorder  for  Topafleld. 

Leiut  Thomas  baker  paid  three 
shilUngs  and  six  pence  of  that  siluer 
abone  mentioned  to  the  Selectmen : 
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and  Mr  WUluun  pirkins  paid  (en 
thUings  of  ft  to  llw  SehwtBMB. 

BdMined  of  Mr  WiUiam  pirkins 
ten  shilings  in  Bilner  for  the  land  as 
be  bought  of  the  Toune  in  the  vere 
^  1687  we  say  reaeioed  hf  the  Sefeoi- 

j  men  of  Topsfleld  :  which  was  paria 

of  the  pny  for  the  said  land  : 

Epbiaim  Dormaa  lu  the  name  of 
the  test  of  the  fMaetmeaof  Topallald 
d»t23d  dect-mr  1687. 

this  is  a  true  Coppye  of  mr  WO- 
liam  pirkios  bin  reseight  taken  and 
entered  by  luc  EpbraiiB  Doman 
Recorder  for  Topsfleld. 

Boston  iid  noaember:  1687  Re- 
actaed  of  TbooMa  pirkina  Oooatahla 
of  tbe  Toune  of  Topafleld :  e%hteene 
I  poonds  nine  shiUings  and  1  penny  in 

if  fall  for  the  Gantry  Rate   of  that 

Tooaa:  Baaeoad  forthe  aaeof  John 
Vsher  Raqr  Tkaaaatar  P  Mfkall 

Perrey. 

thifi  ia  a  true  copy  takeu  uud  eu- 
teradby  me  Bphraim  Donaaa  Ba- 
oorder  for  Tnpsfteld. 

witnes:  Elisba  Perkins 

At  a  lawful!  Tonne  meeting  the  1 7 
of  January  168^. 

I^-int  John  Gould  Litit  ThomRH 
Baker  Kqs  Jacob  Tonne  are  Chosen 
to  goa  and  treat  with  Doetr  John 
IBsk  about  that  troble  as  lately  did 
arise :  by  the  said  f\nk  hit?  sewing  of 
^  onr  Selectmen  of  Topatield  ye  lith 

of  tfaia  inatant  January  168|  before 
Phillip  Nelson  Bsqr  one  of  hia  Maies- 
tes  Juates  of  pece  in  the  County  of 
Eeetz  wtiare  by  the  said  J  a&tea  gaue 
Judgment  againat  tha  HelaetaMO  for 
a  rate  made  in  the  ycro  84  hy  the 
said  Selectmen  to  thares  or  the 
Tuunes  grat  damage  to  tbe  ualew  of 
three  or  four  pounds  in  siluer  or 
thora  abonta  tha  Tonne  takahig  it  fai 


Consideration  to  pimieat  firtber  charg 
tt  law  haoe  ginan  fbll  power  to  Ilia 

abone  named  men  to  agree  with  the 
said  fisk  :  or  to  prosed  a  ocwrding  to 
law  as  tbay  see  good.  noted 
and  wa  whoae  aamea  are  nndar 

writen  being  Chose  as  aboue  men* 
tioued  drd  ingage :  If  we  see  cause 
to  proseed  m  a  corse  of  law  with 
Doetr  flak  wa  doe  ingage  to  bora  ooa 
quorter  pnito  ci  wht^  ofaaiga  amy 
arise. 

Thomas  Baker 
Jctn  Gould 
Jacob  Towne 

This  is  a  true  Ck>ppy  taken  and 
aotred  P  me  Bphraim  Dormnn  Bo* 
oorder  for  Topsfleld. 

Witnes   Wilimm  Hewlett 
John  Smith 

At  a  lawf nil  meting  of  tha  Salaot 
mefnj  the  15th  fabruary  168|. 

Uapt  John  How  is  Chosen  to  prefer 
a  petesyou  to  tha  County  Courte  next 
Inaewing  in  tha  behalf  of  onr  T6nna 
to  have  onr  giato  bridg  maintainad 
by  the  County. 

A.t  a  lawfull  Toune  matting  the  8d 
of  Jnne  1689. 

Leitit  Thoinni-:.  hakcr  wf\M  chosen 
the  Tounes  representiue  to  goe  to 
tha  pveaaant  donaaall  lor  safty  of 
tha  paopla  and  Oooaamation  of  the 
peace.  To  act  for  the  pnbllck  good 
and  welfare  and  safty  of  This  CoU 
kwy  prohibbitt[Qg]  any  aot  or  thing 
that  may  bane  any  tendenoey  to  the 
infringment  of  any  of  oiir  Charter 
priuilidgis  what  so  euer*  uoted 

JolyS  168t  at  a  lawfnU  yearly 
toune  meetin<T  for  the  Choice  of 
Toune  offisers  Ensigne  dorman  is 
chosea  toune  clarke.  uoted 

Leint  Baker  and  Leint  gould  and 
aargt  John  Honay  mr  TobUah  piridaa 
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and  Epbrainoi  Dorman  are  Choaen 
■aleccmeD  for  thia  yen  to  order  Ihe 
prudentiall^  for  the  good  of  the 
TouDe  for  this  yere  eosewiog  the 
■lionation  of  land  ezsepted.  acted 
Mr  Timrnothy  Pirkins  is  ChOMn 
Coaatable  for  the  yere  ioaewing. 

ooted 

Boa  Jacob  Toona  aod  Jacob  Pea- 
body  i*  OhoMB  aeroeiera  tat  this 
yere.  noted 

the  Toane  haae  maQoifested  by  uote 
that  the  aeroefen  ahaH  take  the  Care 
of  all  the  bridgis  in  the  Toone.  noted 

Corpll  danniell  Rtdingfton  and  Eph- 
raim  Wilds  are  Chosen  fence  ucwers 
for  thia  yere.  acted 

At  a  lawful!  Toune  meting  the  21 1 
of  Rppt  1689,  by  uertue  of  a  worrant 
from  muior  appleton  for  Jurymen  to 
aarue  at  the  next  Coonty  Coort  to  be 
honlden  at  Ipswich  on  the  last  lus- 
day  of  this  instant  September,  Capt 
Johu  How  is  Chosen  to  sarue  on  the 
Jory  of  triatla.  ooted 

anri  Jobo  priobet  ia  ChoaeD  grand 
Juryman.  uotpd 

at  a  lawful!  Toune  meeting  the 
80th  of  October  1689. 

Sargt  Isaac  Easty  senr  is  Choaen 
Commissioner  to  Joyne  with  the 
selectmen  to  take  an  acount  of  the 
Tonnes  estat  and  to  conoey  it  to  mr 
John  PhilliiT^  Trensurer.  noted 

Reseuied  of  mr  William  Pirkins  an 
acount  of  seaucntene  ahitings  in 
worke  which  he  did  for  the  Tonne  I 
say  resriued  bv  us  scleotmen  of 
Topsfleld  dat  ye  20tb  march  16Hg. 

Sanwell  Houlet  in  the 
name  of  the  reat  of  ye  aeleetmen  of 
Topsfleld. 

This  is  a  true  coppy  taken  and 
entered  P  EDhroim  Donnan  Beoorder 
for  Topnileld. 


Creadit 

an  aConnt  of  what  ia  doe  to  the 
Toune  from  Leint  Thomas  Baker  and 
Capt  John  How  and  Ens  Jacob 
Tonne  for  what  tfaay  recouered  of 
men  by  eetelling  of  thare  bounds  by 
agreement  or  other  w^ys  in  the  he- 
half  of  the  Toune  a^  tbay  weaie 
inpowered. 

due  to  the  Toune  for  what  thay 
respited  of  Corpll  Thomas  perly 
iwelue  shillings  half  mony.  due  to  the 
Tonne  for  what  thay  reeeoed  of  John 
prichet  two  pound  flfteene  shillioga. 

Leiut  baker  rcseued  the  whole. 

due  to  the  Toune  for  what  they 
reaelned  of  mr  Timmothy  pirkina* 
one  pound  flue  shillings  and  six 
pence,  ton  ahiliing  and  six  pence 
ailuer. 

dne  to  the  Tou[n]e  for  what  Leint 

Thomas  Baker  and  Capt  How  and 
Ens  Jacob  Toune  reseiued  of  the 
parters  which  is  due  to  the  Toune  in 
ailner  for  thar  conforming  the  bounds 
of  thar  lands.  10-00-00 
10:  fabru :  8|.  rec  with  with  all  as 
are  here  cousorned  and  all  acounts 
derd  with  all  ezaept  Ena  Jacob 
Toune. 

lo  :  fabra :  8|.  Rec  with  Ens  Jacob 
Touue  and  due  to  the  Toune  iu  situer 
one  pound  four  abillioga  and  eight 
penrr  01  04-OH 

and  in  pay  flue  shillings  00-05-00 

15:  fabru;  8f.  open  arecconing 
betwene  Ens  Jacob  Toune  and  Leiut 
Hnker  the  said  Leiut  baker  owuea 
himsclfe  indebted  to  the  Touue  in 
pay  eightene  pence.  00-01*06 
and- in  siluer  three  shilUnga  00*03-00 

2-2  March  9|.  Rec  with  ye  Leint 
Baker  upon  ye  acount  of  his  goeing 
Bepraaentltine  from  ye  beging  of  ye 
world  to  thia  day  and  ye  anid  Baker 
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set  of  twenty  tthilinsH  of  wh&t  he 
owed  ye  Towne  for  inMb  h»  end  Capt 

How  and  Ens  Tnwne  rcsened  of 
Joseph  putmaa  for  cod  firming  his 

grants  of  laud  and  yit  there  remaiaeii 
Qc  to  him  one  poand  two  thiliog 
•nd  six  prncc.  01-02-06 
aod  Lciut  Baker  ows  je  Towoe  yit 
upon  je  ooafirmasion  of  said  pat- 
mans  Und  for  what  he  resened  of 
said  putmnn  in  pay  M  siluer  one 
pound  tea  sbilings.  01-10>00 
and  ye  abooe  said  How  and  Towne 
doth  yit  owe  there  proportion  to  ye 

Towne  upon  vp  nbonp  snid  acoiinf. 

Rec  ye  14th  of  October  lii^o  with 
Leiut  Baker  and  all  aooonts  clerd 
ttpon  all  acoonts  betwene  ye  Towne 
and  mr  Baker  e^sept  the  chi\rgp  at 
Dubary  Court  ye  last  September :  and 
tbire  remaines  due  to  ye  Towne  one 
pound  ten  shilings  as  ulner  npon  ye 
acoant  of  what  be  leseued  for  mr 
Joseph  putmao. 

TIm  Toons  debts  paid  as  foloweth. 

payd  to  Leiut  Thomas  baker  for 
haueing  the  rates  confermed  by  the 
Justisis  four  shillings  two  in  mony 
and  two  in  pay.  <MK04^ 

payd  to  LeiucteDCDt  Thomas  Baker 
for  goeing  deabutye  in  pay  0:?-00-00 

payd  to  Leiut  Thomas  Baker  by 
Capt  How  on  the  Toones  aooont  for 
haueiog  the  ahoue  mentirined  rates 
confermed  by  the  Justisis  in  mony. 

00-02-00 

payd  to  Oirpll  emtlh  by  the  hand  of 

the  seloctmen  to  pay  the  .Tn«tisis 
exa pence  by  Leiut  Thomas  Baker  in 
siluer.  00-03-06 
paid  to  Lieut  Thomas  Baker  and 
Ca[)t  FTnu-  mif]  John  prichet  for  pcr- 
arabulituig  wiih  Ipswich  men  on  the 
a  gremeu  liue  nine  shilling  in  pay 
and  leiat  Thomas  baker  dotti  In  lage 


to  pay  Joirn  pricet  thre  shiliings  it 
was  for  the  lose  of  two  days  apeoe. 

00  09-00 

payd  to  Cnpt  Flow  ten  shillings 
eeaueu  in  siluer  aud  three  io  pay  for 
goeing  to  boston  to  procure  the  hon* 
ered  Gouerner  Brodstrets  Testimony 
two  shillings  of  this  siluer  was  payd 
to  said  How  by  Ens  Jacob  Tonne. 

00-08-00 
00-02-00 

10 :  fab  :  8§  paid  to  the  Selectmen 
and  thare  orders  in  the  bebalfe  of 
the  Toune  by  Capt  How  two  ponnd 
fourtene  sbiUiogs  and  eight  pence 
in  siluer.  02-14-06 

10 !  fab :  8|.  Rec  in  the  bebalfe  of 
the  Tonne  with  Capt  How  upon 
mony  acount  nnd  all  acounts  Clerd 
from  the  begiuing  of  the  world  to 
thfo  day  fif ten  shiUings  of  the  abooe 
mentioned  sihier  as  the  selectmen 
resened  of  Capt  How  seauen  shillings 
of  it  was  paid  Leiut  gould.  00-07-00 
and  fine  penc  (shilnngs)  to  CorpH 
smith  and  three  to  sargt  Thomas 
Dormnn  t/)  pay  Cort  Charg  about 
widdow  tisk.  00-10-06 

Leiut  baker  paid  (*orp11  smith  two 
and  six  pence  ae  it  is  figured  of  tiie 
aboue  mentioned. 

10 :  fab  :  8|.  Leiut  Thomas  Baker 
payd  ninetene  s  and  two  pmoe  of 
Cort  Chaig  a  boot  widdow  in 
siluer.  00-19-02 

10 :  fab  :  Si.  Leiut  Thomas  Baker 
paid  to  the  Selectmea  in  siluer  two 
ponnd  Hcnnen  shilling  and  six  pence, 

10  :.fab  :  8|.  Rec  with  Leiut  Thomas 
Baker  iu  the  behalfe  of  the  Toune 
and  all  aoounts  clerd  upon  mony 
acount  from  the  begining  of  the 
world  to  this  day. 

10:  fab:  paid  to  leuetent: 
Thomas  bakar  and  saigt  Thomaa 
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dorman  and  Capt  John  Mow  for  lay- 
ing out  »argt  aamuell  Houlets  land 
And  mr  WilHani  pirkins  his  land 
eighteue  pence  a  pece.  00-04-06 

10 :  fall :  8|.  liec  with  C'apt  How 
in  the  Tounes  be  half  oo  pay  acoant 
and  due  in  pay  to  him.  00-04-06 

10  r  fnh :  H|  Rpci^nncd  with  Tcint 
Thomaa  baker  in  the  Touos  behalf 
and  all  aconats  eterd  and  dae  to  tlie 
Toune  in  pay  nine  sbilliDgs  00-09-00 

and  he  pnid  it  foloweth. 

to  mr  Tobiiah  pirkios  for  going  to 
talem  fn  pay.  00-^4N) 

1 0  :  fab :  8}.  Leiot  Baker  was  or- 
dered to  pay  mr  Tobiiah  pirkins  3a 
and  sargt  Thomaa  doruian  eightene 
penoe  aod  Capt  How  four  aod  six 
pence  and  Ephraim  dormau  two  shil- 
ings  for  goeing  to  bradford.  00-02-00 
and  all  aoountr»  clerd  with  all  aboue 
mentioned  exsept  Bne  Jacob  Tonne 
and  mr  william  pirkins,  and  we  find 
Eng  Jacob  Toune  paid  in  Cort  charg 
and  siluer.  02-02-00 

Capt  How  was  alowed  for  Cort 
charg  and  for  preferiug  the  Tounes 
petosion  to  the  gouerner  in  siluer  and 
pay  and  he  was  payed.         00- 14-06 

Letat  Thomaa  baker  Constable  was 
alowed  by  the  Hclpctmen  in  the  yew 
89  three  shilliuj^  in  siluer  as  the  rate» 
fell  shorte.  00-03-00 

dth  Janu  :  9f .  Leiut  Baker  paid  to 
Ephraioi  Oorniaa  thirty  shilings 
siluer.  01-10-00 

it  was  dun  by  order  of  ye  Towne 
treaaorer  24  shiling  was  of  what  ye 
Towne  owori  to  rapt  How  and  he 
owed  it  to  Ephraim  Dorman  and  ye 
other  six  shilings  was  owing  to  Eph- 
raim Dorman  in  a  towne  rata  all 

which  w;is  ordfred  by    ye  Towne 
treasurer  and  Capt  How. 
Beaeioed  of  Thomas  Pirkins  Con- 


stable of  Topstield  in  graine  and 
transportation  and  Sue  pounds  paid 
ye  selectmen  of  Topsfield  which 
wearn  nlowed  them  by  seations  of 
the  peace  ye  14th  of  march  168d  1 
say  in  the  whole  nine  pounds  foure 
ahilla  six  pence  happcnny  aod  Is  the 
Tonne  of  Topsfi.  I.ls  proportion  to 
the  County  rate  for  essiz.  I  say 
reseioed  by  me  John  Higgtoon  treas- 
urer for  Eesix. 

Salem  date  17th  aprill  16-98. 

this  is  a  true  Coppy  taken  and 
entred  bj  ne  Ephraim  Dorman  Be* 
corder  tot  Topsfield. 

Boston  may  the  1 3th  1686  Reseiu- 
ed  of  Elisba  pirkins  Constable  of 
Topsfield  the  som  of  three  pooncto 
and  fiftene  shillings  in  mony  which 
with  seauen  pounds  rate  pay :  payd 
to  Capt  Clap  by  order  or  mony  to 
his  satisfaetion  and  other  diaeonnte 
for  troppera  etc :  is  in  full  for  all 
rates  due  to  the  Cuntry  from  that 
Touue  for  the  yere  1685  I  say  re* 
sened  In  foil  by  Samudl  Ifowell 
Treasurer. 

this  is  a  true  Coppy  taken  and 
eiitred  by  me  Ephraim  Dormau  Re- 
eorder  for  Topsfield. 

21  of  may  1688  at  n  lawful!  Tonne 
meeting  by  order  of  the  gouerner  and 
Couasell  Leiut  Thomas  Baker  is 
Chosen  Conttable  for  this  ycre  till 
an  other  be  swome  in  the  roome. 

uoted 

sargent  E&Bty  and  sargent  Thomaa 
Dorman  and  Sargent  samoell  Houlet 
and  William  Auerill  scnr  and  Mr 
William  pirkins  and  CorpU  Daaiell 
Bidingtnn  are  Chosen  select  men  for 
tibia  yere  aotad 

find  Mr  Tobiiah  pirkiiiB  is  Chosen 
Com  misy oner  for  this  yere.  ootod 

BoatoQ  %7  Nonember  IMBaaened 
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of  mr  John  Harris  on  a  ooQOt  of 
Thomas  Baker  Constable  of  tbe 
Tonm  of  Toptfleld  nioetens  poandi 

four  ahiliogB  and  three  pence  in  fall 
for  the  Cuntry  rate  of  that  Toune 
for  Joba  Vsber  esqr,  Treaaarer  F 
Mickell  Perry.  £19^ 

This  is  a  true  coppy  taken  and 
entred  by  me  Epbraim  Dorman 
Recurder  for  Topgfield. 

At  ft  lawfull  Tonne  meeting  the 
14  of  gpnnuarv  1689  :  90. 

Capt  John  How  and  fatber  John 
Wiids  are  cboiien  and  iinpowered  to 
gather  np  nil  the  a  rearae  of  menn 
proportiouB  to  rnr  Capens  saliry  ex- 
cepting those  as  weare  Coromited  to 
Corll  William  smith  and  if  any  man 
refaee  to  pny  we  giue  them  full 
power  to  prosicute  such  delinckyents 
a  cording  to  law  at  Conrte  and  from 
Courte  to  Coorte  till  thaj  recouer 
them  euept  the  Tonne  eeee  Just 

cause  to  the  Coutrnrv  noted 
Wbareas  tbare  waa  a  Toune  rate 
made  and  delioered  to  Lieut  Thomna 
Bnker  when  he  was  Constable  in  sir 
Edmoii  Aiidreus  his  time  r  nnd  his 
power  as  Constable  seased  before  be 
had  gathered  op  the  Rate  and  the 
snid  Baker  desired  power  from  the 
Toune  to  flnnisb  his  work  in  gather* 
iog  up  the  rate :  The  Toufoje  doth 
thnre  fore  gine  Chn  nnid  Bnker  poor 
to  goe  on  with  hla  iroike  as  the  law 
doth  direct  him.  imted 
ye  Tonne  haue  agreed  that  our 
yearely  Tonne  meeting  shnll  be  on 
the  fini  tmednj  In  mnrah  an  for- 
merly, uoted 
At  a  lawfull  i'oune  meeting  the  7 
mny  1689  the  Tonne  hnth  mantfeiled 
by  uote  that  thay  are  willing  to 
Cbuse  a  man  a  cording  to  order  from 
the  Hooered  Coanaell.   (the  above 


vote  wan  blotted  out  with  ink  and  in 
the  margin  the  following  words  writ- 
ten) thee  three  linen  weare  mended 

by  uote. 

At  a  lawfull  meeting  of  the  free 
men  and  free  boulders  and  souldiers 
of  Topefield  the  7  may  89  thay  bene 

by  uote  vnanimosly  declared  that 
thay  are  wiling  to  Chase  a  man  to 
goe  to  boston  to  Joyne  aduise  and 
Oonaoltwfth  the  Conneell  of  anfty 

about  rensumcing  the  forraer  gouer- 
ment  and  act  a  cording  to  Charter 
preuelidgis  tbe  gouermeut  set  up  by 
the  Cboyoe  of  the  free  men  in  66. 

uoted 

Leiut  Thomas  Baker  is  Chosen  as 
a  boue  mentioned.  uoted 

At  a  lawfull  Toune  meeting  ye 
I4th  of  gennuary  1689  or  90  upon 
information  of  some  discontent 
among  some  of  our  neighbours  and 
frinds  of  Boxford  about  seates  In 
the  meeting;  house.  The  Toime  haue 
agreed  to  cbuse  a  commity  to  treete 
mth  Boxford  or  t  oommity  in  tbare 
Tonne  behalf e :  to  underetnnd  thnre 
agreuences :  and  also  we  giue  our 
Commi^  full  power  to  seate  people 
of  our  Tonne  and  of  there  Toune  to 
eontentft  cording  to  egreMnent  aa 
nere  as  may  be  that  peace  rind,  loue 
may  be  oontiooaed  betweue  the 
Tonna.  noted 

Lelnt  John  Gould  and  Leint 
ThomftH  Bfiker  and  Ens  Jacob  Toune 
aod  sargt  Isaac  Eaaty  and  saigt 
John  Hooey  are  Choeen  n  Ooamilj 
as  aboue  speasified.  nolM 

At  a  lawfull  Toune  meattoff  thn 
4th  of  feabruary  1689-90. 

the  Tonne  hnoe  agreed  to  ChOM  a 
man  to  Joyne  with  the  Constable  to 
gather  tbe  rates  as  !«  due  to  the 
Toune  from  £dward  l^iearlaod.  uoted 
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Leiuet  Thomas  Baker  ia  Ciiosea  to 
Joyne  with  the  ComtAbte  m  thoiM 

speasifled.  uoted 

At  a  general!  Towoe  meetiog  hild 
ye  4  of  march  1689  or  90. 

Ensigne  Ephnun  Domftn  is  Chosen 
Towne  Clarke  for  ye  yem  e  insueing. 

Ens  Jacob  Touae  is  Chosen  Cun- 
stable  for  this  yere.  uoted 

Corpll  Danniell  Ridington  and 
Thomas  I'trkins  gfirjrt  Tlu^mns  Dor- 
man  and  sargl  sammueil  Houiet  and 
Corpll  sanraell  «tandly  are  Choeen 
Select  men  f(ir  this  yeru.  uoted 

Leiut  Thomaa  Daker  [Haker]  is 
Cboeea  to  serue  on  the  Jury  of  triall 
at  the  next  Coort  honldeQ  at  Ipe- 
wieh.  noted 

gargt  John  Houey  is  Chosen  grand 
Jury  mau  for  this  yere  ensewlng* 

noted 

Isaac  Eastye  iunr  and  Timmothy 
PirkitiH  iunr  and  Isaac  peabody  are 
Cho«eu  seruaiers  of  high  ways  for 
thie  yere.  uoted 

Elisha  pirkins  and  William  Toune 
are  Chosen  fence  oewers  for  this 
yere  ensewing.  uoted 

Lniat  Thomas  Baker  Bphraim 
Dorman  and  sargt  Hoiioy  and  Leiut 
John  gould  nrp  Chosen  a  commity  to 
reuew  the  Ime  furmeily  setteled  with 
Bowly.  and  now  to  reuiae  it  with 
Boxford  it  being  the  bouode  betwene 
Topsfield  and  Boxford.  uoted 

At  a  lawfull  Touue  meeting  the  4 
mareli  1689  or  90. 

Daniell  Borman  and  sargt  John 
Honey  and  William  Auerill  senr  and 
Isaac  peabody  are  Chosen  a  oommity 
to  treet  with  Ens  Jacob  Toune  and 
Leiut  Thomas  Baker  and  Caj-jt  John 
How  about  what  thay  haue  dun  a 
boot  lands  and  what, they  haue  pro- 
oofed  for  the  Tonne  a  eonUng  to 


touoe  order  and  make  r^turne  lo  the 
the  Toune.  uoled 

Corpll  John  Curtions  and  Joseph 
Toune  iunr  are  Choaen  to  lay  out  a 
way  from  the  Toune  Bridge  ouei  the 
rener  tlirough  the  woods  to  the 
farmes  at  blind  hole  namely  thf; 
Nickallsis  and  ttiare  neighbors,  uutcd 

The  Tonne  hath  manifested  by 
uote  that  the  ratee  or  proportion 
that  waa  propoitioned  hy  the  select- 
men (in  sir  liklmon  Andrews  his  time 
of  goownent)  here  for  nr  Cmn  tot 
his  worke  in  the  minnistry  and  in  not 
paide  to  mr  Capen  the  Toune  doe 
giue  power  to  the  selectmen  to  make 
ratee  for  mr  Capen  tor  that  time 
Crosing  all  that  hath  all  ready  paid 
thare  proportions  to  mr  Capen.  uoted 

At  a  lawfull  Tcmne  meetiog  the  2 
dayof  apHII  1690. 

John  Toune  is  Choeeo  Constable 
for  the  yere  inaewing.  not»>d 

Leiut  Thomas  iiaker  and  Capi 
John  How  are  Choeen  CoUeetore  to 
gather  up  all  the  areres  of  what  ia 
due  to  rar  Capen  exaepting  only 
those  rates  as  weare  Commited  to 
nr  Timmothy  pirkine  that  ia  tlra 
areres  of  mens  proportions  as  thay 
wenrc  jirf>|X)rtioned  to  the  fullfllling 
the  the  iouna  iugugmeot  to  mr 
Capena  yearly  ealiry.  noted 

To  pretient  damage  by  rams  the 
selectmen  haue  ordered  that  who  soe 
euer  Qnds  any  rams  upon  the  Com- 
mon  or  on  ground  witliottt  fence 
from  the  eight-tenth  day  of  august  to 
the  first  of  oouember  any  man  of 
our  Toune  shall  haue  power  and 
leberty  to  take  sooh  rams  as  a  boae 
said  exsept  thay  be  aofesiently 
peched:  and  cry  them  and  if  do 
owcer  apera  in  tweloe  daye  Uiay  are 
to  priae  the  ram  and  alow  the  Tonne 


Digitized  by  Goo^^Ic 


« 


the  one  halfe  of  the  uallew  of  Uxe 
taid  ram  and  dliaer  it  to  the  select- 
atn  for  the  Tmsm  use  io  good 
marchantrible  pny  nnd  then  the  nm 
to  be  bis  owoe :  but  if  the  owner 
•pentlwoinierloliMft  wl»t  WW  to 
M  aloired  to  the  Toune  and  the  ram 
to  remaine  the  finders :  and  this 
order  to  stand  in  force  in  Topstieid 
for  thb  ]m  KMigmt  16901  Tbooi- 
asdorman  in  the  name  and  with  the 
r>on!;ent  of  the  real  of  the  selectmen 
of  Topsfieid. 
At  a  lawftoll  Tonm  OMeliiif  the 

(Ifth  nf  srptvm  1  fiOO. 

Capt  Joho  How  is  Chosen  Com* 
mistioner  to  Joyne  with  tha  ■eleet* 
OMO  to  take  ao  acoont  of  the  Tonnes 
eatat  as  the  Inw  directs.  uoted 

Mr  Zarobabell  Eadtoat  is  Chosen 
to  Miiie  OD  thti  Jmij  of  trialls  at 
nost  Count?  Conrte  hoalden  at  Ips* 
wtob  after  ttM  data  herool  dat :  5th 
sept  1690.  uoted 

■talawfall  mMling  of  tbo  froo* 
men  of  Topsfleld  on  the  3d  da;  of 
□ouember  1690  Leiut  John  Oould 
was  Chosen  deabut^  to  ateud  this 
preaeont  aeatioiia  at  the  GeoMiall 
Conrte  at  boston.      uoted  by  papers 

this  meeting  waa  womd  bj  the 
selectmen. 

Charla  ToiiM  ye  Mtb  fafamaty 
1689-90. 

Then  Rpcd  of  mr  Timmotby  plr- 
kins  C  unstable  of  TopsOeld  twenty 
three  poondt  nine  ahllioga  and  two 
penrc  in  full  of  the  two  mony  Rate» 
and  halfe  of  said  Toune  P  Joho 
pbiliips  treaser. 

this  is  a  trao  Oo|ipy  talMi  and 
eatnd  by  mee 

Ephraim  Dormaa  Clark 

witMO  aamnel  Howktt  BUsha 
parite. 


Charleys  Towne  ye  7th  may  1690. 

Then  Eecd  of  mr  Timmothy  pir- 
ktoa  Constable  of  Topsfleld  thirty 
one  pounds  m  mony  and  fs  in  full  of 
the  fine  Rates  of  said  TOwne  that 
waa  to  be  paide  in  graine  P  Join 
Pbilllpa  Troawer. 

Thi*t  is  a  true  Ooppy  taken  and 
eotred  by  me  Kphraim  Dormao  Be- 
oorder  for  Topedold* 

witooa    John  Towne 
Elisha  perkins 

At  a  lawfuU  luunc  meeting  the  3d 
Of  aooMDoar  iow« 

Daniell  Rldlogtall  laCllOOen  Clarke 
of  the  writs.  uoted 

the  Touoe  haue  manifested  by 
note  that  thay  will  pay  LeiotTbomaa 
Haker  for  goeing  representattne  eiffili 
weekes  aooiding  to  Toune  order. 

Miid 

Topsfleld  April!  :  11th:  8t  fOOk- 
ened  with  and  re<<eued  of  Sammnell 
Uoulet  •Constai)le  for  Topsfleld  oo 
1676:  the  foil  aom  of  601b  for  msr 
rate  for  ye  yere  78  I  toy  rtaowd  r 
me  Jaremiah  Hobsrt. 

this  is  a  true  Coppy  taken  and 
eotred  P  me  Ephraim  Donnaa  Bo- 
corder  for  Topsfleld. 

witnaa     Daniell  Redington 

Ephraim  dorman  iunr 

At  a  lawfuU  meeting  of  the  freo» 
men  of  TopolloM  the  Ithof  daoambor 
1690. 

Leiut  John  Ooakt  la  Cbooan  dotb* 
oty  for  this  preasent  laattooa 

at  A  LnwfuU  Towno  Mcoliiig  yo  • 
March  1690  or  91. 

Boalgoo  Dormao  waa  Ohoaeo  Ba- 
oorder  for  ye  y«Are  insoeing.  Toted 

Capt  John  How  and  mr  Tobiiab 
Firkins  and  Phillip  Knight  and  Jacob 
T^Mmo  tanr  and  Bphndm  Dorman  aio 
Chooon  ■rieelmM  Ibr  tMa  ymo  to 
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order  the  prudeoaiftli  afairee  of  our 
Toone  the  ■lionattoa  of  land  ex- 

•epted .  noted 
Daaoiell  Clarke  it  Choeeo  Coq* 

Btable  for  thia  yere  enaewing.  uoted 
B^ittfnWildt  and  John  Eaatf^ 

are  c?ioHon  aeruayera  for  hlghwny«< 

for  thia  yeare  eoaewiug.  uuied 
Mr  Capeo  requeatiDg  a  peeoe  of 

land  of  tht  Touae  the  Toune 


tbnt  ft  commity  **h<Mi1(l  tip  fho«*en  lo 
aew  the  said  iaud  aud  make  ivpurte 
to  Iho  TomM  whokbor  the  lowne  mn 
ooooeDiently  parte  wllk  land  to  tnr 
eapen  or  not.  uoted 

Leiut  Baker  and  aargt  Uouey  are 
Choaeo  a  eomalty  to  oair  tha  laad 
a  boae  acid  :  uoted 

CorpU  Dftiiiell  Kidiogton  is  Chose 
to  tierue  ou  the  Jury  of  trialla  at  the 
Boxt  Coanty  Covrta  to  be  boolden  at 
Ipswich.  uoted 

sargt  Uoaey  and  laaac  Peabody 
and  &>hnuiD  Dorman  are  Cboeeo  a 
tomnu^  to  ^id  the  land  reoouered 
of  aom  of  aalem  farmes  by  I^eiitt 
Baker  aod  Capt  Hon  and  Kua  Jacob 
Tonne  the  eonmlt  j  are  to  deaid  wRh 
said  Baker  How  and  TooDe  ta  the 
TounoH  h^'h'dfe  and  make  return  of 
what  laud  befalU  to  our  Toune. 

noted 

at  a  lawfiill  meetuip  of  vl  select- 
men of  TopsQeld  the  iiih.  maroh 
16i^0:  or  ^1. 

hi  anawer  to  ao  apointaMot  of  the 

selrrtmen  nf  snlcm  ta  ^op  nn  peram- 
bulation on  the  Uue  bctweue  aalem 
and  Topsfield  the  80  day  of  thia 
inatant  march:  90:  91    we  haoe 

Chosen  Capt  John  How  and  Ensiene 

Tottue  aud  FhilUp  Knight  and  WU- 
Uam  Toone  to  goe  at  a  biMa  aaid. 


im  Amwm  to  a  doaifa  of  the 


iellmen  who  are  the  ^eiectmra  of 
Ipawieh  to  MMt  with  aos  of  €tut 

Toune  at  Lefut  Thomas  Perlys  on 
the  ^Mh  if  faire  if  not  the  24th  of 
thii  inatant  march:  169«:  or  91: 
aa  we  thiak  to  goe  on  perambulation 

on  'th(*  Hnf  scttplod  frtim  thr-  snid 
Perlies  to  Ipswich  riueer  aod  whare 
aa  they  dsMie  eom  aettelmeDt  forther 
we  know  the  miter  by  the  reuer  ia 
ao  high  it  cannot  be  dun  thnre  fore 
for  perambuiatioB  oa  the  lioeaetteled 
we  haoe  sboeen  Capt  How;  aod 
Leiut  Thomaa  Baker  Ck>rpll  Tobiiah 
Firk ins  and  ephraian  donaaa  aa  aboue 
said.'  noted 
ThetftthiaafOD90t  or  91 :  Letot 
Hfikcr  Cji[^t  Hcivv  :ind  inr  Tobifah 
Pirkius  and  Ephraim  Ddrrnun  did 
goe  oa  perambulation  with  Ipswich 
OMB  aod  atraiteDed  the  line  fioa  the 
pond  to  mr  bIiuodb  his  farm  with 
markes  aa  foloweth:  a  whightoakeat 
the  eatt  end  of  mr  Bakers  Ponds 
and  from  ih<  nee  to  a  walnut  tree 
marked  with  a  T  on  the  south  side : 
and  an  I  on  the  north  aide :  next  a 
little  whight  oalte  OMrked  wfth  a  T 
on  the  aouth  side  and  an  :  I  :  on  the 
north  side ;  nfXt  a  whijjjht  oake 
marked  wiih  a  T  on  the  south  side 
and  :ao:  I:  on  the  north  aide:  nest 
a  walnut  tree  marked  with  a  T  on 
the  south  side  and  an  I  on  the  north 
side :  uextly  two  oakea  stand  iug  to 
getber  a  read  oake  and  a  blake  oake 
nntJ  the  read  oakp  marked  with  a  T 
on  the  south  side  aud  ao  :  I :  on  the 
north  aide :  neztly  a  little  read 
maifced  whb  a  T  oo  the  south 
and  nn  I  on  the  north  side  :  and  so 
on  t»  the  dore  poet  of  Jaoob  foater 
faMnr  Ua  Imnumii  aod  eo  on  to  a 
whight  oake  hi  the  aald  foetera  feOds 
MidaooB  tonrSteooa  hiafi 
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At  a  lawfull  Towoe  meeting 
80tb  of  march  1691. 

whare  as  tbare  is  a  caae  commins- 
ed  aod  to  be  tried  nt  this  next  Court 
at  Ipswich  betwene  ye  Tovne  and 
Edward  NeUnd  Leiiit  Tlioinaii  Baker 
and  mr  Timmoibj  Firkin*  betng  in 
the  behalfe  of  the  Towne :  and  if 
we  loose  the  case  now  we  doe  agree 
they  sball  proeeed  from  Gomt  to 
Conrl  till  they  doe  recouer  the  ease 
though  it  com  to  ye  Oennarall  Courte 
and  the  Touue  will  hare  them  out  in 
•II  Uwfull  suftoa.  ooted 

We  whose  names  are  under  writen 
beinor  !A pointed  to  reuew  the  line  for- 
merly actled  with  Rowly  and  now  to 
rentow  it  with  Boxfoni:  aoordingly 
we  apoiuted  a  time  and  gaue  them 
notis  and  Box  ford  men  aoordiDgly 
meet  with  us  at  Leiut  Thomas  pear- 
lyoe  OB  the  22  day  of  aprill  1691  but 
thny  refost?d  to  goc  on  perambulation 
witli  LIS  !iB  we  profered  them  by  order 
from  our  Xovroe  of  TopsQeld. 

dfttSSor«prUll691. 

Thomas  Baker 
John  Uouey 
Ephraim  Dorman 

At  a  Court  held  at  Ipswich  march 
31  &t  1691.  Daniel  Rklington  being 
Chuaen  Clark  of  ye  writs  for  ye 
Towne  of  Topsfleld  is  allowed  by  ye 
Court  and  confirmed  in  his  office. 
Copir\  vern  as  in  Ipswich  Court  Bwk 
of  Ke  a  cords  as  atteate  Thomas  Wade 

cifT[k3. 

This  la  a  true  Coppy  taken  and 
cntred  p  me  Ejihraia  Dorman  Be* 
oorder  for  Topstield. 

at  a  lawf uU  Towne  mefting  the  22 
of  may  1021  Sargt  Isaae  En^  nenr. 
is  chosen  grand  jQcynaa  for  Thi» 
yeare.  noted 

It  la  Offdartd  that  Leint  Ooold  and 


Capt  Uow  be  Cboeen  to  aod  fully 
impowered  to  gather  ap  all  that  u 

behinde  of  Mr  Capens  rates  or  what 
is  his  due  for  the  despencing  of  the 
word  of  god  io  Topsfield  aoordiog  to 
Towne  agreement  tdth  Mr  Capen  for 
two  yearesin  NrEdman  Andreas  hia 
time  of  gouerment  ftelectmen  being 
forbiden  in  that  time  to  make  rates 
for  minnistera  whereby  eeleetmen 
then  didnot  sine  them  as  rates  but 
only  n8  mens  pre  portions  of  there  due 
to  the  miuiiisters  which  was  dun  by 
the  eeleetmen  aoordiog  to  Towne 
agrement  as  will  apere  by  Topsfleld 
Towne  Book  of  records  :  uoted 

Kds  Jacob  Towoe  doth  enter  hia 
contrary  deeeat  to  this  note. 

It  is  orrtered  that  the  ^-elontmen  be 
impower  to  Chnae  a  commity  to 
settle  a  line  betwene  any  of  our 
frinde  that  bath  land  in  boxfbrd 
Joyneing  or  bordpnnp  upon  our 
Common  as  hath  bene  formerly  dun, 
and  to  git  what  testimooys  thare  is 
to  be  had  to  prone  the  former  settle* 
ment  of  a  line  with  Kowly  and  Tops- 
field,  noted 

At  a  lawf  nil  meeting  of  the  select- 
men of  Topsfldd  ye  29  of  may  1691. 
by  order  from  ye  Towne  we  hane 
Chosen  Leiuet  John  Gould  and  Leiut 
Thomas  Baker  Capt  John  How  and 
Ens  Jacob  Towne  and  CorpU  Tobiiab 
Pirkins  and  Ephrnim  Dorman  to  git 
what  testimony  thare  is  to  be  had  to 
proaa  fhe  fomar  settlement  of  a  line 
betwene  Bowly  and  Topsfleld  and 
also  to  renew  and  establish  the 
bounds  formerly  settleed  betwwia 
TopaflaU  OonaMNi  and  BoUiait 
Sttltha  land :  and  the  Commity  ahona 
nfimed  ezffepting  Uent  Thomas 
Baker  are  impowersd  to  renew  and 
eatsMlih  the  bounda  fomerly  aat> 
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Ueed  betwene  Topsileld  Coromoa  aod 
the  Mfd  Leiiit  BAm  Isod  m  be 

bought  of  Dockr  Croshoy  and  the 
maiur  part  of  the  (  oraraiiy  agreeing 
ia  auy  act  befor  meutioiied  shall  he 
conoted  uftlued. 

Jacob  Towne  iunr 
in  the  name  and  by  the  order  of  the 
selectraen  of  Topalleld. 

At  a  lawfull  towne  meeiing  the 
26th  of  august  1691,  I,ieiut  Thotnns 
liaker  was  (Jboseii  Cominitioiier  to 
Joyne  with  the  selectmen  lo  tttk«  fta 
aeooDt  of  the  Towoe  efttat  aa  the  law 
direct.  noted 
at  a  lawfull  towoe  meeting  the  21 
Sept  1991.  CorpU  John  freneb  ia 
Cboeen  to  seme  on  X^xe  Jury  of  trialla 
at  tbe  next  lefttiODa  at  Ipawich. 

noted 

At  ft  Iftwfall  Towoe  meeting  tbe 
Si  of  deeember  1 69 1 .  Leiut  Thomas 

Baker  and  Capt  John  How  are 
Choaen  atumies  in  the  Towne  behalf 
todefeod  sod  aetst  tbe  Conetableo 

John  Towne   and    Daniell  Clarke 

betuit  both  cona«»rn<l  in  trohle  relat- 
ing to  luiward  Nearlaiide  contend- 
ing with  tbe  Towne  as  to  Townesblp 
and  on  refuseing  paying  of  hi^  rates 
due  to  our  Towne,  uoLed 
At  a  lawful!  iowDe  meeting  tbe  22 
of  dee  1091.  Capt  Jotin  How  and 
Corll  Tobiiah  Pirkins  and  E[)hraim 
Dorman  are  Chosen  Collectcrs  to 
gather  up  the  arearea  ot  mr  Capeus 
rates  or  mene  proportions  doe  to  mr 
Capens  aalliry  as  was  proportioned 
in  sir  Edmon  Andreiies  his  time  as 
weare  not  cuuimited  to  Constables  to 
gstfaer  and  see  them  paid  to  mr 
Capen  and  the  Towne  will  bare  them 
out  in  all  tbare  icagali  pi'eseediug  in 
tiie  gathering  of  them  till  thay  are 
gatlMied.  noled 


Tbe  yearely  meeting. 
At  ft  Lftwfttll  meeting  of  fe  Towne 

of  Topsfeild  the  i  day  march  1691-92 
it  bein  tlieiarc  Geniiall  Towne  meet- 
ing Ensigoe  Dorman  was  Chosen 
Gierke  for  ye  yeare  insneing. 

Leiut  Thomas  Baker  snrgt  Hooey 
Corpll  Tobiiah  Pirkins  Corpll  RM- 
ington  Ephraim  Dorman  are  Cboeen 
seieotnien  to  order  the  prudentlftll 
nfnires  of  our  Towne  for  this  yeare 
ensewing  the  allionoation  of  land 
only  exseptvd.  uoted 

Epbraim  Wilds  is  Choaen  Conetablo 
for  the  yeare  ensewing  noted 

CorpU  french  and  John  Robison 
senr  end  Jobepb  Towne  innr  tbe  wid- 
dows  son  and  Isaac  Easty  innr  are 

Chosen  sernpyprs  of  bignWftys  for 
the  yeare  eunewing  uoted. 

also  CorpU  Sundly  is  Chosen  ser* 
never  for  the  yeare  ensewing.  noted 

Capt  How  find  John  Aneritl  i» 
Choaen  fence  ucwers  for  the  yeare 
ensewing.  noted 

at  the  request  of  Capt  How  to  tbe 
Towne  to  netell  his  bounds  of  his 
laud  acording  to  his  deed  and  that 
for  the  eonnenyiiocuy  of  tbe  seting 
of  his  fence  he  desires  som  rods  of 
land  may  be  changed  iu  answer  to 
bis  desire  Uie  I'owne  haue  Chosen 
Leiut  gonid  and  Isftftc  Psftbody  to 
settel  his  bounds  and  to  chang  a  few 
rods  of  land  prouided  the  said  How 
lays  doune  as  good  and  as  conuenient 
euery  ways  with  quantyty  and  qnal- 
lity.  uoted 

and  nt  the  reqnpBt  of  Corpll  french 
to  ye  rowue  for  the  exchang  of  a 
smalt  peeoe  of  land  only  for  tbe 
atraightiening  of  bis  fence  In  answer 
thare  unto  the  Towne  haue  chosen 
Saigt  Houlet  and  old  father  wilds  to 
ohange  aa  abooe  said  pronided  tbe 
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•aidfrench  la^s  douae  tbat  which  m 
M  miMiifMit  mod  for  quautjtj  and 
qwHty.  noted. 

io  answer  to  mrgi  Honeys  deeire 
for  the  renew iug  and  aettelling  bis 
boanda  Jojneing  to  the  Connoa  In 
answer  tbare  unto  ye  Towne  haue 
Chosen  Vnpi  How  and  sargl  Thomas 
Dormau  aud  Ibaac  Feabodj  to  renew 
aadiMl  bovnd  with  sargt  Hoaay 
MoidiBg  to  bis  grant  orderd  Jovne 
ing  U>  rae  common.  uoted. 

Isaac  Peabody  is  Chosen  to  sarae 
on  the  Jury  of  trialls  at  the  next 
Courtp  hoiilden  at  Ipswich.  noted. 

at  tbe  desire  of  wiUiam  smith  in 
tlw  behalfe  of  hia  moChar  and  bia 
brother  Joseph  The  Towne  doth  a 
quit  and  discharge  them  of  the  par- 
senag  a  quitiug  them  from  aii  ingag- 
meota  ia  the  leaoe  aod  takee  it  In  to 
tbare  poseation  as  it  is  now  in  being 
onlv  the  widdow  smith  hatli  the  lib- 
borty  of  the  hoaa  aud  orchard  till 
atelcelinas  nex  for  ewepiof  the 
meeting  botisi'  if  she  seese  cau^p  to 
stay  so  long  but  io  case  the  Towne 
sees  cause  to  improue  one  end  of  the 
house  then  the  said  widdow  is  to 
bnnc  the  Icborty  of  but  OOe  end  of 
the  hous  as  aboue  said.  uoted. 

At  the  reqaeet  of  mr  Oapen  ye  7 
nwreh  9|  ye  eelectmen  renewed  mr 
Capens  bounds  of  land :  a  stake 
westward  nere  Capt  Hows:  from 
thence  to  a  blaehe  oeke  northwardly  s 
from  thence  to  another  oak  about  the 
middh'  of  the  line  and  from  thence 
to  an  elme  ea«twaidiy  from  thence 
to  an  aeh  nere  mr  Ptrldna  hie  land: 
and  from  thenoe  to  the  etnke  nbooe 
eaid. 

Thomas  Bakw 
Kphraim  Dornutn 
Tohiinh  fitkina 


UanieU  ttidiogton 


At  a  lawfull  Towne  meeting  tke 

14th  march  1691  or  8  it  waa  pro> 
ponoded  to  the  Towne  whether  the 
Towne  would  Choee  men  Io  meet 

with  Ipswich  men  at  tbare  dcBire 
about  a  line  a«  lliay  spake  of  from 
ye  mouth  uf  wiiiiam  UouleU  Brooke 
to  tlie  eoothennoet  parte  of  Mt 
Bakers  pond  ye  Towne  Conscdering 
that  it  was  other  wine  settled  and 
that  the  Towne  haue  gou  on  peram- 
bulation twice  and  no  longer  thna 
the  last  yeare  [and  also  that  your 
select  mens  owne  grants  of  Topsfield 
Towne  ehlp  eaith  nothing  of  the 
mouth  of  wiUiam  Houlets  brook 
neither  of  the  sotjthormo^t  parte  of 
the  pond,  tAe  jorcgoing  is  crossed 
owl  In  ikntriffMi  therefor  the  ye 

Towne  uoted  the  neggltine  that  tliny 
will  uol  send  msMi  uoted. 

CurpU  Johu  i^reaoh  la  Cho»en 
Committooer  to  Mury  ye  nominations 
to  the  ebeere  Towne:  by  the  free> 
men.  noted. 

At  a  lawftall  meeting  of  ye  free- 
men ye  16th<rfmny  16V2. 

Leint  Thomas  Baker  is  Chosen 
Deabuty  for  ye  next  seations  of  ye 
Qennanll  Oonrl  to  be  boolden  nt 


At  a  lawful!  Towne  meetfaig  ye 

2t>th  iuiy  1692. 
The  Towne  hone  Ciween  sargt 

ThoDTiiis  Dorman  ri  Commitioncr  to 
Joyne  with  sulectmen  to  take  an 
acount  of  the  Towns  estate  pemouo 
til  and  ronll  end  pioeeed  ae  yn  fMi> 
naral!  Conrtcs  act  directs.  uoted. 

At  a  lawful!  Towne  meeting  ve 
iOth  sept  1692. 
G^llJohn  Gould  waa  Chosen  to 
on  the  Jniy  of  trinlbnt  ye  neat 
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County  Court  tu  be  bouldeo  at  Ipa- 
wiofa.  noted. 

the  Towne  haue  Choseu  Curpll 
John  French  to  sarue  on  ihv  ii^vnud 
Jury  at  ye  next  County  Couri  tu  be 
boolden  at  Ipswich.  ootid. 

At  a  lawrull  Towne  meetiog  ye 
14th  of  december  169:4. 

the  Tovrne  di«l  agree  to  alow  John 
Toune  Constable  in  a  Towoe  rate 
what  the  selectnien  do  Judg  con- 
ueniant  for  what  Jusiah  wood  and 
inr  Zarobabell  Eudicut  was  rated  in 
the  twenty  rates  as  was  Coromited  to 
him  to  gather  it  being  doubtfuU 
whether  it  is  recouerable  or  not. 

noted. 

and  llrtber  Uie  Towoe  did  manui- 

fes  that  the  selectmen  should  order 
pay  to  the  men  tliat  buit  the  poand 
a  cording  to  bargen,  in  a  Towne 
rate .  noted. 

We  whnsf^  names  are  underwritten 
being  apointed  by  the  Towne  of 
Topsfield  at  a  genaraU  Towne  meet- 
ing the  first  day  of  march  to 
setell  bounds  betwene  Capt  John 
How  and  the  L'owue  Common  :  haue 
done  it  as  foioweths  ids:  first  we 
did  rue  aboot  floe  rod  from  good  roan 
Clarks  corner  bounds  to  a  slake  at 
the  east  comer :  and  from  that  stalte 
upon  a  straight  line  ranging  with  an 
dme  op  to  a  forked  whight  oake 
tree  on  the  northerly  corner  of  that 
land:  and  from  thai  white  oake  tree 
npoa  a  straight  line  to  the  fence  as  it 
now  stands  and  then  as  the  fence 
rans  downe  to  a  stake  and  beape  of 
stones  which  is  a  lx>unds  betweue  sd 
Capt  How  and  danlell  Clariie  by  tbe 
old  carte  way  as  witues  oar  hands 
tbis  4  day  maroh  1691-92. 

John  Gould  senr 
Isaac  Peabody 


Copya  aarya  atest  Ephraim  Dor* 
man  Clark. 

At  a  lawfull  Towne  meeting  by 
order  of  athoryty  on  the  30th  of 
december  1692,  Ens  Jacob  Toune  is 
Chosen  to  serne  on  the  grand  Jnry 
at  Salem  and  John  Prichet  and 
Corpll  John  Curtious  are  Chosen  to 
serue  on  tlie  Jury  of  try  alls  at  the 
Courteof  assisee  to  be  boolden  at 
Salem  ye  3d  day  of  Jeaonaiy  169^ 
or  93. 

At  a  Lawfull  Towne  meeting  of 
the  Towne  of  Topsfeild  tbe  7 :  day 
rnarnh  If^f*^. 

Enslgac  Ephrom  Dormun  was 
chosen  Towne  Clarke  for  ve  yeare 
insueing. 

mr  William  Pirkins  is  Chosen  Con- 
stable for  the  yeare  ensewing.  uuted. 

Capt  John  Gonid  sai^t  Tbomas 
Dorman  and  sargt  Samuell  Houlet 
Ens  Jacob  Towne  nnd  Corpll  ,Tohn 
Gould  are  Chosen  selectmen  for  tbe 
yeare  ensewing.  noted* 

Corpll  Tobiiah  Pirkins  is  Chosen 
Comntisioner  for  aseament  for  this 
yeare.  uoted. 

Corpll  John  French  is  Chosen 
Graniury  man  for  this  years,  noted. 

mr  Timmothy  Pirkins  is  Chosen  to 
serue  on  the  Jury  of  tryalls  for  the 
next  Coort  to  be  boulden  at  Ipswich. 

uoted. 

Sargt  Eastye  and  Thomas  Pirkins 
are  Chosen  tithing  men  for  this 
yeare.  noted. 

Jacob  Toune  iunr  and  Beniamen 
Bigshee  and  John  Auerill  are  chosen 
serueyars  for  hye  ways  for  this 
yeare.  noted. 

Corpll  Daniell  Ridington  and 
Elisha  Pirkins  are  Chosen  fence  new- 
ers  for  this  yeare.  uoted. 

itaigt  John  Bone?  and  DanisU 
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Bidiogtou  are  Cboteo  to  uew  the  old 
bighway  from  John  willdi  bli  iKnu 
to  mile  brook  and  state  it  as  it  may 
answer  tbe  end  acording  as  it  was  at 
first  laid  out  aod  firttier  to  lay  it  out 
from  Samaell  Hoolleto  to  Wtilkm 
Bouleta.  uoted. 

Sargt  John  Houey  and  CorpU 
jDaniell  BidingtoQ  are  Chosen  to  lay 
out  acMen  akm  of  vplaad  to  Bpli- 
raim  Dorman  as  was  formerly  grant- 
ed to  his  father  Dorman  on  the 
soulhwebt  of  pye  brook  as  it  doth 
mpere  by  Ipawtcfa  Bedrords.  aottod. 

Sargt  Uouey  and  Corpll  Daniell 
Ridinpton  are  Chosen  to  lay  out  a 
bigb  way  for  John  Androus  from  his 
upland  00  the  north  of  Bphimim 
Dormans  laud  ouer  the  Brook  to  the 
opiand  on  tbe  west.  uoted 

Sargt  Samuell  Houlet  and  Isaac 
Peabody  rnn  Choaen  to  straigten  mr 
Timmothy  Pirkins  his  line  on  the 
sou tn west  side  of  his  land  by  tbe 
meeting  bouse  which  ib  betwene  his 
Umd  ftod  tbe  parsonage  land  and  to 
Ipuc  out  as  much  land  M  thay  take 
in  to  tbe  naid  Firkins.  uoted. 

thelltb  march  169}  mr  William 
Plrkiiia  WM  efroroe  Conetahle  and 
Sargt  I^aac  Easty  was  sworne  tithing 
man  uad  Epbraim  Dorman  was 
swuroe  Towne  Clarke  by  Capt 
Thomee  Wide  Justis  of  the  peeoe 

and  here  entered  by  his  order. 

In  answer  to  an  apointment  by  tbe 
Selectmen  of  Ipswich  to  ye  Select* 
nen  of  Topelleld  to  Chnse  men  to 
meete  ve  gentlemen  apointed  by 
them  to  rea«w  tbe  bounds  betwene 
Ipewieh  and  Topsfleld  «•  we  did 
I4)prehend  might  be  there  neening : 
acordinsly  ye  Selectmen  apofnted 
Leittt  Thomas  Baker  and  Capt  John 
How  and  Epbrate  Dofmaii  and 


lioordiogiv  we  here  named  on  ye  SOtb 
day  of  fabmary  1692  or  8  meet  with 
ye  sentlemen  of  Ipawteb  at  ye  bouae 
of  Jacob  Fosters  and  we  agreed  and 
renewed  ye  bounds  from  mr  Bakers 
pond  io  oalcd  to  mr  Simonde  bie 
fama  ao  ealled :  aud  then  we  aboae 
named  demanded  of  ye  Gentlemen  of 
Ipswicb  to  renew  tbe  bounds  round  ye 
aortbeaat  end  of  mr  SiaiCMMla  bia 
farme  so  caled  to  the  brook  where  it 
runs  out  of  ye  farme  acording  to 
agreement:  bnt  thay  refused  but 
preranedtoran  tbe  Ifaie  oroea  tbe 
said  farme :  though  we  forewarned 
them  and  protested  against  tbare  so 
doeing:  so  we  aboue  named  went 
and  uewed  and  renewed  tbe  aatiant 
bounds  about  tbe  northeast  end  of 
ye  said  farme  to  ye  brook  as  aboue 
said  whare  we  meet  with  tbe  Gentle* 
men  of  Ipawfeb  aa  went  oroea  tbe 
farme  :  and  then  we  uewed  the  brook 
from  tbe  farme  to  the  riuer  which 
was  confirmed  to  be  the  bounds  be- 
twene said  towns  by  the  Conodtiea 
of  both  Townes  when  thay  settleed 
the  line  that  is  the  tnook  from  the 
farme  to  the  reuer. 
aa  witnea  onr  banda. 

Thomas  Baker 
John  Uow 
Ephraim  Dorman 
we  whoee  names  an;  under  wrilen 
heino;  apointed  by  the  Towne  to  lay 
out  a  high  way  for  John  andrew  for 
his  nse  and  tiennlSt :  acordingly  we 
baue  dun  it :  from  tbe  weet  corner 
of  John  Andrew  his  upland  called 
the  Flump  ouer  the  brook  in  tbe  old 
way  and  eo  tbroogb  the  maadoir 
which  Sargent  John    Houey  Sonr 
Claimes  to  be  his  and  so  to  the  nere- 
iat  place  of  upland  to  wards  the 
noraiwait: 
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dat  21  BMldi  1692  or  8 

John  Uouey,  Seur 
DMiiell  Ridington 
T«rya  Copift  fttett  Bplmiiii  tkn- 

man  Clark. 

8argt  John  iiouey  aud  Daoiell 
Ridiogtoo  beiog  apoioted  to  oot 
ft  high  way  from  Sargt  Samoelf  Uou- 
lets  by  .?f)hn  Wilds  his  house  so  to 
William  tloulute  brook  aoordingly 
thay  hfttie  don  it  bttglohig  at  the  cud- 
try  loode  and  along  ou  the  auutbside 
of  Samuel!  Houlets  land  and  betwene 
mr  Capeos  laud  and  the  aitid  houlets 
land  and  eo  on  tbe  south  aide  of 
moddj  spring:  so  along  the  old 
carte  way  to  John  Wilds  his  land : 
and  so  betwene  i/orpll  French  his 
booMand  haroe:  ao  along  the  old 
way  to  the  north  side  of  Oaniell 
RiUingtons  bounds  by  John  Wilds 
his  gate  and  so  as  the  wav  now  iyeth 
Ii»vye8aid  Wflda  liis  bouse  and  ao 
along  the  old  way  to  mile  Brook 
bridg  and  still  along  the  old  way  to 
William  Huulets  brook  :  trees  being 
,  aark«d  in  aartln  places  the  most  of 
'  tlie  way  this  waa  taken  from  thare 
ownc  motiths. 

dat  21  match  1692  or  3. 
ateat  Kpbraim  Uorman  Town  Oaric. 

wc  whost^  names  are  under  writen 
being  a|>omted  to  lay  out  seauen 
akers  of  upland  to  Ephraioi  Dorman 
aa  waa  granted  to  Tbomas  Dorman 

now  dcspscd  as  nperes  hy  Ipswivh 
reccorda  acordiugly  we  haue  duu  it 
on  the  south  west  side  of  Pye  brook 
and  ie  bounded  as  foloweth  begin  ing 
at  a  stake  with  a  heap  of  stones  at 
it  nere  the  said  dormaos  house  by  bis 
dam :  and  ao  bounded  by  tbe  brook 
and  low  land  or  meadow  all  along  up 
to  John  Andrews  his  mendow  which 
ia  Uie  northeast  bounds;  aud  then 


along  by  John  Andreus  his  meadow 
to  a  black  oake  tree  marked  with  a 
beape  of  stones  at  it  which  is  tbe 
north  west  bounds  and  so  on  a 
straight  Hnc  from  the  said  black 
oake  to  a  stake  with  a  hepe  of  stones 
at  ft  nere  tbe  pare*  mage  meadow 
being  bounded  on  tiie  common  on 
the  south  west :  and  so  on  a  straicrht 
line  from  tbe  said  stake  to  the  stake 
by  the  aatd  dam  being  honnded  oo 
the  common  on  the  southeast. 

dat  il  march  1692  or  3. 

John  Houey  Sener 
Daniell  Ridlngton 

Wee  whos  names  are  under  writen 
being  Chosen  by  the  Towne  to 
straighten  a  line  for  mr  Timmothy 
PIrkina:  on  tbe  aootb  side  of  ye 
meeting  hous  lot  and  acordingly  we 
haue  dun  it :  begiuing  at  the  north 
west  corner  next  Fine  swamp  from  a 
etake  witb  a  beape  of  atonee :  mnbig 
southeast  upon  a  straight  line  to  a 
little  whiglit  f):ike  marked  with  a 
hcape  of  stones  at  the  bottum  :  and 
from  tbenoe  upon  a  atraigbt  line  to  a 
grate  whip;ht  onkc  hondititi:  inward  to 
mr  Firkins  land  ami  a  heape  of  stones 
at  the  bottum  :  aud  from  thence  upon 
a  atraight  line  to  a  atake  witb  a 
heape  of  stones  at  it :  and  so  upon  a 
straight  line  to  the  comer  stake  witb 
a  heape  of  stones  at  it  the  southeast 
corner. 

dat  ye  SO  march  1692  or  3. 

Samuell  Houlet 
Isaac  Peabody 

this  is  a  true  Coppy  taken  and 
entered  by  me  Ephraim  [DormanJ 
Recotder  for  TopsQeld. 

At  ft  IftwfuU  Towne  meeting  of  y« 
Towne  of  Topateid  ye  1  nay 
1693. 

the  Towne  haue  manifested  that 


Digitized  by  Goo^^Ic 


7» 


tbaj  will  tttaod  by  ail  tb&ro  CoDSte- 
bles  io  all  thare  lawfall  proseedings 
in  ^tberiag  of  fatet  of  Edward 
Norland  as  was  cotnmited  to  tbem 
,to  gather  of  him:  ye  Constables 
BBiaet  AM  Joba  Tcmwt  tmA  DaoMI 
Clarke  and  Ephrain  Wilds  and  mr 
WiU'taiB  Pirkins:  unaninmsij  noted. 

Leiut  Thomas  baker  ai^  Capt 
Jobo  How  are  Cbosas  by  the  Towm 
lo  aseist  ye  Coustables  id  the  Towoes 
behalfe  as  aboue  writen  by  implead 
ing  Edward  Nearlaud  and  deieudiug 
the  TowBes  Bight.  noted. 

At  a  lawful!  Townc  ineeting  ye  8 
of  may  1693  Sargt  Tbumas  Dormau 
is  Cho«en  Gran  Jury  man  and  Sarst 
John  Hoaej  uid  John  Bobiioa  » 
Chosen  to  scrue  on  the  Jnry  of  tri- 
aUs  all  to  serue  at  ye  Grat  Court  of 
aaiaa  to  be  hooMan  at  Ipawidi  ya  • 
of  this  instant  may.  noted. 

At  the  genereH  Court  oct  1  1645 
an  order  coDseroiog  TopsteUd  lor  as 
■aah  aa  tUs  eoort  has  fonserty 
granted  that  tber  should  be  a  uilidge 
upon  Ipswich  riuer  at  or  nere  a  place 
called  the  new  medowes  aod  for  &h 
orooh  as  oertaine  of  kite  ItthabHaats 
of  Ipswich  who  Imue  farmes  eraproaed 
nere  there  uuto  aod  doc  desire  that  a 
minester  might  be  setled  there  to 
despenaa  tha  word  to  the  piaaant 
lohabitants  and  to  such  others  as 
shall  place  them  tteiues  at  the  said 
aOII^Ba  whoM  jaknot  withatanding 
they  ara  ooa  vajaa  ahia  In  aay  aon- 
fortnhle  mnner  to  tnafntane  a  min- 
eslbr  and  lo  defray  other  nessasary 
ahvmaof  thaptoaaif  ntlli  all  lhay 
shouTd  be  Liable  to  all  other  rates 
and  publique  Charges  of  the  Towne 
of  Ipawicii  this  Court  doth  tlierefore 
barby  order  that  althar  tha  whala 
Havnaof  lpa«leh  ahall  avrf|j  ooo- 


tribute  with  twoh  other  inbabitaots 
as  bane  Lands  In  or  nere  the  si^ 
nillidge  to  the  malntinance  of  a  wtSm^ 
ester  and  all  other  publfque  Charges 
Incident  to  such  a  aillidge  or  eica 
tha  tore  aakl  lofaabitants  that  faaaa 
Lands  nere  the  said  uillidge  and 
shall  contribute  to  the  maintenance 
of  a  miaester  there  aod  other  nea- 
aaaary  ahargaa  ahall  ba  lhaad  froiB 
all  maner  of  rates  charges  or  coatri- 
bntions  to  the  Town  of  Ipswich  for 
thii  LHnd  or  block  In  or  belonging  to 
the  said  uillidge  A  traa  Copia  of  tha 
Records  Sk.  laaoa  AddlBglan  8ae- 
ritary. 

Copia  uare  examined  P.  P.  Steph- 
en Suell  elaifc. 

A  True  Copy  taken  and  entered 
P.   me  Ephraim  Dormao   Towne  ^ 
Clarke. 

At  a  lawfuU  Towne  meting  ye 
24th  of  mttv  ir>9S  the  inhshitence  of 
Topsiieid  did  unaaimusiy  agree  that 
who  eoer  of  them  waa  ehoaen  daab 
nty  or  representatiue  for  the  Gen- 
narall  Court  should  haue  but  twclue 
siiiiimgs  pir  week  oootinoewiiig  the 
whole  tiaM  of  the  lealion  or  aaatlone 
as  thay  are  nhnsen  for  that  Is  two 
shillings  a  day  in  siluer.  uoted. 

At  a  lawfull  meeting  of  ye  free 
boulders  and  inhabitence  of  Topa> 
fieW  ye  24  of  may  1693  h  Cording  to 
worrent  Capt  John  Gould  was  Chos- 
en repreeeatatlna  to  eeme  at  la  nest 
Gennarall  Courts  to  ha  hoaldlen  at 
Boston  part  of  ye  time.  uoted. 

and  Leiut  Thomas  Baker  was 
Chaaen  repiaieiitathia  aa  ahana  aali 
to  serue  the  other  parte  of  ye  time 
taking  toroB  ooa  at  a  time  as  thay 
agree.  uoted. 

Ensigns  Dormao  Capt  John  Hov 
and Oeapl  Tabtgaah  gwfcfaa  iaChoa- 
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en  to  drac  vp  with  or  uebiora  of  Ips- 
wich fsirmes  a  petiUtiooor  request  «a 
thaj  s(  L  Oood  to  ye  Generell  Oooit 
for  ye  [Line  to  be  setteled  betwene 
Ipswich  aad Topsfleld— «raM«tfaul<» 
the  oriffiHai.'}  aatellmeDt  of  Tops- 
field  with  thoa  preaUidges  granted  by 
tlie  Gennrall  Court.  noted. 

Capt  Joha  How  is  Chosea  to  pre- 
fer the  peteaioo  to  the  bonered  Oen- 
atmll  Court  as  shall  be  drawen  up 
and  prefered  to  ve  houered  Genarall 
Coort  in  the  behutfe  of  Topsfield 
relating  to  Cknarftll  Courte  Grante 
of  Topsflelds  preuelidgis  relating  to 
oar  Towoesbip  and  minnistry.  uoted. 

At  a  lawful!  meeting  of  ye  free- 
hoaldere  of  Topelield  ye  II  of  Sep- 
tember 1699. 

Capt  John  Gould  is  Chosen  to 
saroe  on  ye  Jury  of  trialls  at  the 
oest  oounty  Courte  to  be  lioaldeD  at 
Newbury.  uoted. 

the  Towne  haili  numifnatcd  by 
note  that  goodwife  Neariaud  tthuuiU 
be  Complained  of  for  alenderiag  the 
whoU  Towne  of  Topsfield  and  that 
what  the  selectmen  haue  ordered  to 
that  end  should  be  prosocuted  to 
efeot.  noted. 

The  Towne  by  unte  dne  declare 
that  complaint  be  made  at  the  Court 
agaiiitit  Capt  Thomas  Wade  Justis  of 
jre  peace  for  discorrid^ing  of  our 
Constables  and  threating  of  them  for 
the  exsecution  of  thare  oQce  in  gath* 
ering  thare  rates  as  aperes  both  by 
hie  WMTenti  and  ataohroents  and  ye 
aelectmon  nrc  npointcd  to  doe  it 
them  selues  or  Chuse  men  for  that 
end.  noted. 

At  a  lawful!  meeting  of  the  free- 
honlders  and  ye  inhahitence  of  Tops- 
field  ye  11)  of  Sept  169S  Leiut  Thom- 
as Baker  is  Chosen  Dnabuty  to  lerae 


at  ye  next  Geonarall  Court  to  be 
houlden  at  Boston.  noted. 

and  it  was  uoted  tint  be  should 
goe  for  tweloe  ebllUnge  per  weeke 

uoted. 

At  a  lawfnil  netin^  of  ye  free- 
houlders  of  TopsficUi  yo  24tb  ootoW 
1693  thay  did  raanifebt  by  uote  thst 
ye  deabuty  should  same  for  two 
ehilinge  a  day  at  je  aeatlowi  of  y 
Genarell  asembly.  noted. 

I^iut  Thomas  Baker  was  chosen 
Deabuty  to  serue  at  the  next  Gen- 
arell asembly  to  be  boolden  at  Bos- 
ton, uoted. 

At  a  lawftrll  meeting  of  the  select- 
men of  Topsfield  ye  2Sth  march 
1699. 

CorpU  Samuell  Standly  is  Chosen 
to  be  a  selfT  of  waits  and  measures 
for  our  Towne  till  thare  is  another 
Cboeen  to  -that  ofllee  entered  In 
order  of  the  selectmen.  noted. 

Charleft  Towne  l'2th  iune  1693. 

then  reseuedof  Mr  Daniell  Clarke 
Oonetableof  Topsfield  ye  enme  of 
two  hundred  and  one  pound  one  shil- 
ing  and  eigbt  pence  in  full  of  8aid 
Townes  proportion  of  ye  twenty  four 
Tbonaen  Pound  Bale. 

I  sny  Resened  hf  100  Jobn  Phil- 
lips Treasurer. 

This  is  a  true  copy  taken  and 
entered  P  me  Bphndm  OomMUi 
Tow  no  Clark. 

At  a  Genarall  Towne  meting  the 
6th  of  march  1693  or  4.  Ensine  Dor- 
man  ia  Cboeen  dark  for  tbe  yete  in 
sueing.  noted. 

Corpll  Tobiiah  Pirkina  and  Isaac 
Peabody  and  Elisha  Pirkins  and 
Josepb  Towne  innr  and  Ephraim 
Dorman  are  Chosen  Beleetmen  for 
ye  yeare  ensewing.  noted. 

laaao  Easty  innr  is  Cboeen  Con- 
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■tibte  for  ye  je&re  eusewiog.  uo(ed. 

Kr  *I1aiotby  Pirktnt  Mnr  to  dkoMO 
a  Mrueyer  for  highwayw  for  this 
yeare  and  Jacob  Towne  ianr  and 
John  Aaerill  are  likewiae  cboaen 
Mraayen  for  y  jmn  tnn&mlag* 

uotcd. 

Corpll  John  Curtioua  and  Sargent 
Thomaa  Dormau  aud  8ai-geat  Dan- 
leU  Rhtingloa  ara  Cbooea  naoe  new- 

ere  for  VP  yeare  ensewing'  uotcd. 

anna  Uouey  and  Daoi«ll  Clarke 
and  ThoDM  Towm  an  Cburnm 
powidon  for  ye  ytn  umrning. 

noted. 

Sargt  bamueil  Hoolet  i»  Chosen 
to  ktpe  the  poood.  noted. 

Corpll  John  Gould  is  Chof^en  to 
scnio  on  ye  Jury  of  triaiis  at  ye  next 
Court  to  be  houlden  at  Ipswich. 

uoted. 

Thomas  Pirkins  is  ChoeeP  Grand 
Jury  man  for  this  yere.  uoted. 

Onpll  Jolui  OoaJd  and  Joeepb 
Baaty  are  ChoM  to  se  that  hotaia 

doth  not  gee  on  ya  Common  oob> 
trary  to  law.  oolad. 
Hargt  Thomae  Dorinaa  md  John 

Bohlaon  senr  are  Chosen  tithingmen 
fnr  thi:^  yere  cn^ewing.  noted. 

LieuL  Bukei  and  Capt  Joho  How 
and  Ensigne  Jacob  Towne  and  Corpll 
Tol)iifiU  Pirkins  and  Isaac  Peabody 
are  Chosen  to  run  out  ye  line  betwene 
Salem  and  Topsfleld  acordlog  to 
agrement  from  ye  foek  caled  Crom- 
will-s  Rock  and  so  on  to  settle  yp 
bounds  as  hath  not  bine  settled  and 
what  thay  agree  upon  ye  Towna  wfU 
atand  by.  uoted. 

Lieut  Thomas  Baker  and  Capt 
John  Uow  and  Ens  Jacob  Towne 

and  run  out  yp  line  betwene  "Wen- 
ham  and  Topafield  and  what  thay 


doe  ye  Towne  wiU  stand  by.  uoted. 

upon  ye  reqnoatof  OorpU  ToUlak 
Pirkins  Capt  Gould  and  Lint  Baker 
are  Chosen  to  renew  ye  bunds  of  ye 
lots  on  ye  south  sid  of  ye  reuer  next 
!•  Oow  CoaoMB  batir«M  ya  Com 
Ooanon  and  Mr  Porlaia  land. 

noted. 

The  Town  haue  agreed  that  Good- 
man LouewaU  Moot  Master  ehall 
Hue  in  ye  Paraonage  hou!?p  this  yeare 
ensewing  to  kepe  schole  and  swepe 
ye  naadng  boota.  wotmL 

ye  Towne  hane  agreed  thai  opott 
the  request  of  ftanerat!  yonng  men 
that  thay  shall  haue  iibberty  to  set 
up  sealee  upon  ye  btamea  of  ya 
meeting  houaa  OS  thata  owne  oool 
and  charg.  uoted. 

ye  Towne  haue  agreed  that  If  any 
of  our  Towna  aaa  cause  to  lat  ap  a 
galliry  at  ye  east  end  of  ye  meeting 
boos  for  wimmin  and  maids  at  there 
owne  ooat  and  charg  aad  not  to 
darken  the  windows  thay  may  and 

haue  liberty  to  build  it.  UOted. 

the  towne  haue  agreed  that  if  any 
maide  doe  agree  to  ralaa  iha  baaka 
seat  at  ye  east  end  of  ye  meeting 
hous  and  the  baoke  seat*  at  ye  west 
end  of  ye  meeting  hous  at  there 
owne  ooat  and  charg  lhay  haaa 
leborty.  uoted. 

ye  Selectmen  haueing  a  worrent 
for  a  connty  rate  and  thare  being 
sum  scruples  about  it :  thay  derirta 

the  Towns  aduice  whare  upon  the 
Towne  doe  aduise  to  sospeod  it  for 
the  praaaent  and  thay  will  bare  thm 
harmeles.  noted. 

Know  all  men  by  thes  preasence 
and  to  whom  it  mj  cooserne  that 
where  ae  Bphrahn  Dorman  of  Topa» 
field  and  John  Andnis  of  Boxford  in 
yaCooaty  of  Eeatz  in  Newii^gUnd 
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baae  upland  and  meadow  a  Joyneing 

aether  wttbin  ye  bouods  of  Tous- 
d  ye  upland  apoo  ye  IMim  PUirae 
ye  meadow  lying  in  a  meadow  com 
monly  called  Theofllufl  Swachills 
meadow  an  both  si(i«  of  Pye  brook 
and  by  a  rautnall  agreement  together 
for  settlement  of  hoiinda  betwene  us 
9  to  remaine  to  ua  and  our  heirs  and 

astgna  for  euer :  haue  agreed  as  fol- 
ovretli:  ye  east  diulaimiall  bounds 
betwene  ye  aboue  said  parties  of  ye 
upland  is  a  heape  of  stones  nere  the 
path  leading  to  Ipswich  farmes  a 
Joyneing  to  ye  Commoo :  and  then 
runing  Trcstwnrdly  on  a  strnijrht  line 
to  a  stump  with  a  heape  of  atonea 
lying  to  it  nere  ye  meadoir :  Mid  thwi 
ye  line  runing  nortreatirard  to  a 
stake  standing  in  ye  meadow  nere  ye 
npland  in  ye  corner  of  ye  fence  as  it 
now  atandSrai  t  and  then  from  that 
stake  sottthwestwardiy  on  a  straij^bt 
line  to  another  stake  nere  the  upland 
which  is  TopsAeid  common  :  the  said 
Andraait  land  lying  on  ye  north: 
•nd  the  aaid  Doraiut  land  lying  on 
ye  south  atl  fllon^ :  and  also  four 
akers  of  meadow  which  was  sould 
formerly  by  Thomaa  Dormao  de- 
aeaad:  and  now  in  ye  posesion  of 
John  Andreus  lying  in  the  south* 
wardly  corner  of  ye  said  tbeofilus 
awadiilla meadoir  ao  called:  we  ye 
aboue  said  Durman  and  Andrns  banc 
eettled  the  hounds  of  it  as  followeth  : 
to  remaine  for  euer :  which  are  as 
feloweth :  begining  at  a  atake  next 
«e  upland  a  Joyneing  to  Topsf!eId 
Common  and  then  runing  uortheaal- 
wardiy  to  a  stake  in  ye  meadow 
ahoat  ■eamn  foda  from  a  mw  of 
aprings:  and  from  that  stake  south- 
east twenty  rods  and  a  halfe  to 
another  stake  «ttaudiug  in  a  row  of 


springs :  and  then  a«  ye  row  of 
springs  run  to  a  stake  standing  at  ye 
Boreiat  oomer  of  ye  oplaod  aooth* 

westwardly :  and  then  bounded  by 
ye  upland  to  ye  first  stake  spoken  ot 
in  ye  four  akera  of  meadow  and  then 
ye  aaid  Dormana  meadoir  a  Joyneing 
to  ye  four  fikcrs  aboue  said  on  euery 
side  till  it  comes  to  ye  upland  :  dated 
ye  seacond  day  of  January  oue 
tbovaeod  six  hundred  ninety  three 
foure :  and  in  ye  lift  yeare  of  timre 
Maiaities  Reigne:  in  confermatton 
hereof  we  haue  set  to  our  bauds  and 
aeales :  signed  seated  In  ye  preaaeots 

of  us  witnessis. 

John  How  senr      Ephraim  Dormao 
John  Pleabody  senr  John  Andrua 
John  Honey  eenr 

Copla  Vare  atest  E|ibraim  Dor- 
man  Towne  Clarke. 

and  entered  with  ye  consent  cyf  ye 
Towne. 

we  oonserned  in  conftjrmasion  to 
all  aboue  writen  haue  set  two  our 
handa. 

Ephraim  Dorman  aenr 
John  Andrew 
to  the  truth  of  all  aboue  rigbten  I 
doeteatifyaa  witnea* 

Jcrfia  How 

John  Pebody  senr 
Topsfield  ye  17  march  169|:  we 
whoie  namee  are  under  anbaerlbed 

being  Chosen  by  ye  Touue  to  meas- 
ure ye  breadth  of  Mr  William  Pirkins 
aenr  lot  it  being  ten  rods  broad  :  and 
Daniell  Clarke  two  Iota  twenty  rode 

broado  Decn  Thomas  Houlets  lot 
tWLDly  two  rods  broad:  Isaac  Com- 
ings senr  one  lot  fluetene  rods  broad : 
boonded  Borweat  on  ye  Cow  Oon* 

men  nnrtheaste  on  ye  Rener  mead- 
ows south  east  upon  ye  \{iuC\  ondi- 
uided  as  ye  lotlayers  left  it  aud  on  ye 
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BOQtbwett  by  ye  laud  of  mr  Joe^ 
Porten. 

John  Oonld  mat 

Tbomas  Baker 
Copta  Varo  atest  ^phnuiD  Dot* 

man  iowne  Clarke. 
At  a  lewfall  neetlog  of  ye  Towoe 

of  Topsfield  ye  sa  ^y  of  nerah 

1693  or  4. 

CorpU  Samuell  Standly  is  Choeea 
Ona  JuryiBMi  for  ye  Mxt  eeationa 
at  Ipawkdb  on  ye  laei  tiieedej  of  this 

ioBtant.  noted. 

John  Pricbit  is  CboBen  to  eenie  oo 
ye  Jury  of  timlle  al  ye  next  SeeUona 
to  be  houlden  at  Ipswich  on  ye  last 
tUMday  of  tliia  instant  march,  noted. 

TbeSelaotBeaof  TopaQeld  being 
deeired  to  renew  end  state  a  borse 
way  from  ye  roode  as  lypth  by  old 
fatber  VV  ilds  bis  bouse  to  goe  along 
by  ye  mill ;  eeordingly  we  met  on  ye 
S6tb  day  of  march  1694  :  and  agreed 
and  renewed  and  statpd  yp  old  way 
from  ye  Hode  abouc  said  witb  ye 
ooneentof  old  fUher  WiMe  and  mr 
Thac^y  PirkUis:  from  tbare  dinto- 
ionall  boands  by  ye  said  rode  alow- 
ing  iwo  rods  in  bread(b  ye  one  balfe 
on  old  father  WOda  hie  land  and  ye 
otber  balfe  on  ye  said  Pirkina  bis 
land  as  tbare  line  ruuetb  towards 
the  north  west  alowiug  ye  same 
bfcadth  oa  both  ekto  ye  line  kill  il 
corns  to  an  apple  tree  by  ye  line 
eight  rods  short  of  ye  bound  tree  as 
is  t^at  tree  as  is  ye  bounds  betwene 
Leiot  Baker  and  mr  Timothy  PIrktne 
and  Widdow  Auerilla  lands :  aod 
then  on  a  straight  Hue  northwardly 
tbrouKb  ye  west  coruer  of  naid  Fir- 
klae  hie  hmd:  and  eo  through  ye 

eaetwardly  cornpr  of  ye  Bald  Aner- 
ille  feild  a  Joyneiag ;  that  ye  east 
side  of  ye  way  wbare  it  leuea  ye  said 


aoerill  improued  laud  being  two  rods 
from  ye  said  Firkins  bis  line  wbare  a 
gat  now  atandetb:  and  ao  aa  ye 
beaten  path  is  along  by  the  south 
side  of  ye  mill  to  ye  common  hould- 
ing  ye  same  breadtii  that  carts  may 
|Mea  if  need  bee> 

Tobiiah  Pirkins 
Isaac  Feabody 
El^raim  Dormau 
8eleetmen  of  Topefleldi 
Ck>py&  Vare  a  teat  ^^*^»«*  DoOHHI 
Towne  Clarke. 

At  a  iawf nil  meeting  of  ye  Seleet- 
men  of  Topefleld  ye  8  of  Aprill  1694. 

in  answer  to  an  apointraent  of  ye 
Gentlemen  of  Salem  to  goe  on  per> 
ambnlation  betwene  Salem  and  Tope* 
field  we  baue  Chosen  Leiut  Thomaa 
Maker  and  Capt  John  How  and  Ens 
Jaoob  Towne  and  CorpU  Tobiiah 
HrMna  and  leeao  Peabody  to  mete 
ye  Gentelemen  of  Salem  at  time  and 
plaor  to  efect  that  worke  acording  to 
tbare  apointment.  Ephraim  Dor- 
man  in  ye  name  of  ye  feet  of  ye 
selectmen  of  Topsfield. 

ye  Selectmen  hnue  agreed  and 
Chosen  Kphraim  Dorman  and  £lisba 
Pirkina  to  renew  hoonda  betwene  the 
Common  and  mr  Baker  bis  farme  in 
Boxford  and  also  to  stat  a  highway 
beyond  Capi  Goulds  bona  tbroi^b 
hie  meadow. 

this  !'2th  of  march  169S  or  4  we 
whos  names  urc  under  writen  being 
chosen  by  ye  Towne  to  renew  or 
aettle  boonda  with  enrgt  Honey,  w 
went  to  his  house  and  desired  hira  to 
bhow  us  his  Bounds  next  Topafleld 
Common  :  ye  wich  he  could  shew  us 
none:  but  tould  us  that  he  m«at  goe 
to  ye  west  end  of  John  Andrews  his 
meadow  :  but  could  not  shew  us  any 
bounds  tbare :  and  we  ftgding  «  tree 
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marked  with  som  stoaes  at  it  nere  ve 
brook  ou  ye  aorttwUie  of  ye  broot: 
je  which  is  said  to  be  ye  ooraer 
boonds  of  Uimkins  farme :  we  baoe 
reoewed  that  bounds:  aod  that  he 
thall  ran  from  that  tree  nortbirett  to 
a  little  tree  by  ye  meadowHide :  and 
so  to  ye  brook  and  then  ye  brook  to 
be  ye  bounds  till  it  come  at  mr 
Raken  roeadbir :  thia  ia  all  we  Imne 
dan  only  we  worned  Sarj^t  Houcy  to 
make  no  improuement  any  firth  it 
nez  ye  common  then  tu  tiiat  bouudB 
and  eo  ye  brook  aa  aboue  said. 

John  How 
Thomas  Dorman 
Ibaac  Peal>ody 

Oopfa  Vare  atest  Bphraim  Dor* 
man  Towne  Clarke. 

At  a  lawfull  meeting  of  ye  Select- 
men of  Topsfield  ye  2  day  of  may 
1694  in  answer  to  an  a|>ointment 
under  yv.  hnnd  of  fveiut  Corlonnll 
Thomas  Wade  JuHtis  of  ye  peace  for 
ya  renewing  of  ye  line  betwene  Tp«- 
widl  and  Topsfield  in  answer  thare 
unto  we  haue  apointed  Leiut  Pea- 
body  and  Leiut  Tbomaa  Baker  and 
Capt  John  How  and  Isaac  Peabody 
to  answer  ye  apointement  at  time 
and  plare  and  ye  maiur  parte  of  Ottf 
men  agreeing  shall  stand. 

Ephraim  Dorman  in  ye  name  of  ye 
net  of  ye  selectmen -of  TopsOeld. 

at  a  Ifiwful!  meeting  of  ye  Solpot- 
men  of  Topsfield  ye  2  day  of  may 
1694.  Oorpll  Tobiiah  Piricina  and 
Isaac  Peabody  wears  chosen  to  state 
a  high  way  from  Thomas  Perkins  hia 
bouse  along  by  8argt  Danieli  Rid- 
ingtnna  to  ye  Cnntry  roade  by  old 
fkther  wilds  his  hoase.  noted. 

At  a  lawful!  Towne  meeting  ye 
lltb  of  may  1694. 

wbare  aa  the  inhabitenoe  of  Salem 


Villidg  lays  Claime  to  our  land  on  ye 
south  aide  of  ye  reaer  and  haue  oom- 
minsed  a  suit  agatnet  Corpll  Jdm 
Ciiriious  on  that  a  count:  ye  Towne 
haue  agreed  to  stand  by  Corpll  John 
Cnrtlooa  in  ye  defence  of  his  and  ye 
Townes  right.  uoted. 

Leint  Thomas  Baker  and  Capt 
John  How  are  Chosen  to  defend 
Corpll  Cnrtlooa  aod  the  Towns  Bight 
on  ye  south  sid  of  ye  reuer  against 
the  Claims  of  ye  inhaltitence  of 
Salem  Vilidg  till  ye  cause  be  is- 
ahewed.  acted. 

The  Towne  did  declare  by  oote 
not  to  send  a  deabuty  to  ye  Gennar- 
ail  Court  next  U)  be  held  at  Boston — 
oot  knowing  but  thay  might  be  eza- 
cnscd  by  law  Cnpt  Gould  and  Eph- 
raim Dorman  d<  serUs  as  to  that  UOte 
and  also  Danieli  Uorraaa. 

ye  Toune  by  note  doe  declare  that 
Sargt  Hotjeys  fence  nn  vc  south  side 
of  ye  Brook  called  Pye  Hrook  shall 
be  pulled  up  from  time  to  lime  untill 
sargt  Houey  can  prooe  wbaw  his 
bounds  be  next  ye  common,  noted, 

£pbraim  Dorman  with  Leiut  baker 
is  cnoaeo  to  renew  leiut  Bakers 
Bounds  next  ye  common  by  ye  eaid 
dormans  Iiomsp  uoted. 

it  was  uoted  that  Sargt  Houeys 
fence  abooe  aaid  ahall  stand  till  ye 
middle  of  next  June  and  If  he  can 
make  out  his  titlf  to  ye  satisfaction 
of  ye  Selectmen  and  ye  commity  oon- 
eernd  and  if  he  cannot  or  doth  not 
ye  commity  conserad  haue  pouer  to 
pull  doune  his  fence  and  ye  Townr* 
will  stand  by  them.  uoted. 

Elisha  Pirfcine  and  Ephraim  Dor- 
man being  apointed  to  state  a  carte 
way  through  Capt  Goulds  meadow 
and  ouer  ye  fishing  brook  so  caled : 
duutt  beia^[  a  way  ordered  from  ye 
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meeting  hoase  to  inr  Endicuts  farme : 
Aod  ;e  way  not  being  stated  ouer 
ye  said  brook  and  through  ye  mead- 
ow aboue  i^aid  we  hane  atdted  it  as 

foloweth  :  we  be^an  on  ve  wtrst  side 
of  ye  aaid  meadow  and  marked  too 
jouDg  red  oakt  with  heapes  of  atoiiM 
at  them  being  about  a  rod  a  parte : 

aod  we  stated  w  way  to  hoiild  ye 
•ame  breadth  alons  ye  old  carte  way 
baring  half  a  rod  m>m  ye  senter  or 

ye  old  way  to  ye  right  ftnd  left  till 
it  coins  about  four  rods  of  ye  foot  of 
ye  horse  bridg  ;  and  then  to  iolarge 
to  ye  left  to  Include  tAie  horae  way 
DOW  in  being  to  ye  bridg  and  also  to 
include  ye  bridg :  and  then  we  alow 
liberty  from  ye  foot  of  ye  horse 
bridg  on  ye  eaat  aide  of  ye  brook  tHI 
it  corns  about  one  rod  and  a  halfe 
from  ye  brid^  nnd  then  it  is  stated 
one  rod  in  breadth  along  ye  old  way 
as  it  ia  stated  on  ye  other  aide :  tbare 
being  a  cherry  tree  marked  with  a 
heape  of  stones  fit  it :  and  on  ye  left 
aid  a  stake  and  a  heape  of  stones  at 
It  both  00  ye  aide  of  yo  upland  on 
ye  eaat  aide  of  ye  meadow. 

E!i»hR  pirkins 
Ephraim  Dorman 

Copia  nare  ateat  Ephraini  I>orniao 
Towno  Clnrke  for  Tojisfleld. 

At  a  lawful!  ineetii)o:  of  ye  free- 
houiders  aod  other  iuhabilence  ai> 
owed  by  law  ye  4th  of  lune  1694 
Leiut  leaker  was  Chosen  representa- 
tiue  to  same  at  this  Gennarall  Court 
now  houlden  at  Boston.  noted. 

Leiut  Baker  being  preeant  did  de- 
clare him3(^!fo  onwillinf?  to  jjor. 

At  a  lawfull  Towoe  meting  ye  25 
of  inly  1694. 

Sargt  Danlell  Rldlngton  and  sargt 
John  Honey  nnd  snrp^t  Snmuel  Hoo- 
let  are  Chosen  aaeaera  aoordiag  to 


ye  Treaaumt  womnt   tot  our 

Towne.  noted. 

The  said  asesore  eargt  Honey  and 
•aigt  Honlet  and  sargt  Ridington 

were  sworne  to  thnrc  faithful!  dis- 
charge of  thare  duty  as  the  Court  act 
dhne&  by  mo  Bpbraln  Dornaa 
Towne  Clarice  ye  S8th  of  inly  1<S4. 

we  whose  names  nre  under  writen 
by  order  of  ye  Towne  went  to  Sargt 
Houeyv  house  and  he  not  being  at 
whome  we  red  our  order  to  hb  wlfo 
and  sun  Luke  and  then  his  son  went 
with  us:  and  we  Puled  up  eight 
lengths  of  fenea  and  declared  we  did 
it  by  order  of  ye  Towne :  and  then 
before  we  weare  orone  came  sargt 
Houey :  and  we  shewed  him  what  we 
luul  don;  ye  fenoe  wee  puled  up 
stood  on  ye  Towne  Common  on  that 
side  of  ye  brook  next  long  hill  this 
we  did  on  ye  ISth  of  iuly  1694. 

John  How 
Thomas  Dorman 
Isaac  Pabody 
Copia  Vare  atest  Ephraim  Dor* 
man  Towne  Clarke  for  Topafleld. 

At  a  lawfull  meeting  of  yc  free- 
houlders  of  Topsfteld  and  others 
alowed  by  law  ye  7  th  of  September 
1694  Thomas  Piifclns  is  ehosen  grand 
Jnrymnn  to  sarue  at  yc  next  Court 
houlden  at  Nnbary  tlie  last  tuesday 
of  tiiis  instant:  and  Capt  John  How 
and  sargt  Samnell  Honlet  are  Chosen 
to  snrnn  on  yc  Jury  of  trialU  at  the 
Court  aboue  said.  noted. 

Sargt  Houlet  propounded  for  a 
dndne  erase  the  way  from  his  fleM 
to  mr  Capcns  inendow  and  ye  said 
Houlet  ingagcd  to  make  a  bridg  ouer 
it  and  kep  it  in  repaire  at  his  owne 
ooat  and  charg :  the  inhabitence  hers 
prca.<?eDt  did  maonifest  thare  free 
oonseot.  noted. 
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At  a  lawful!  Towne  metiog  yt  lOtb 
of  octuber  1694.  ye  Towoe  being 
worned  by  ye  Selectmen  to  Cluise  a 

Towne  Trerisiirer  the  Tovrne  fimiing 
be  should  b«  cUofteu  when  other 
offlaen  are  Cbosea  and  tbafe  being 
but  a  small  aperanee  tbe  Towue  did 
mnnifcBt  by  note  to  eoepend  it  for  ye 
prea^eut.  uot^. 

Tlie  Towne  dM  agree  to  toebevr 
the  deference  betwene  ye  Towne  and 
Sargt  Hoaey  about  Snrgt  Houeys 
claimea  of  laod  ia  &  course  of  law. 

iioled. 

and  ye  Towne  did  Chiise  Capt 
How  and  Isaac  Peabody  and  Corp!! 
Tobiiah  Firkins  to  proceed  wiib 
Saigt  Hooey  in  a  eone  of  law  in 
Te  bebalfe  of  ye  Towne  for  ye  re- 
coupring  of  ye  laud  as  he  clairaes 
which  ye  Towne  aprebends  to  be 
tbare  oommon :  or  to  ohuee  en  atamy 
for  yt  end.  uoted. 

Tbe  Towne  did  alow  of  Leiue 
Bakers  bills  of  charg  giuen  in  to  ye 
Seleotmen  for  bie  eeraeing  Dabnty 
and  ten  shilinga  for  his  exspeuce  at 
nubary  and  for  oopyyes  of  Records. 

uoted. 

and  aleo  ye  Towne  alowa  Capt 

Hows  bills  of  charg  sixteiip  sliilings 
for  n tending  at  boetoo  and  nuhary 
courte.  uoted. 

and  tbe  Toune  did  agree  to  alow 
Cor[ill  Cnrtions  eight  sbilings  for 
atending  att  Salem  Courte  all  these 
bill  ware  giuen  to  ye  selectmen  in  ye 
yeare  1694  and  ware  alowed  and 
uoted. 

Nathniell  Auerill  deseuts  as  to 
alow  ye  said  Curtious  bis  charg. 

The  Towne  did  manifest  by  note 
that  our  dabuiy  T>eint  Baker  should 
prefer  a  petesion  to  ye  Houered  Geno 
aimir  Court  In  thia  ioatant  October 


that  Salem  should  run  out  ye  deuea* 
ionall  line  acording  to  agrement. 

noted. 

Wv.  whose  names  are  under  writen 
being  apointed  by  ye  Towne  to 
diold  a  persell  of  land  with  Leiut 
Thomaa  Baker  and  Ens  Jacob 
Towne  and  C —  John  How  it  being 
yt  laod  which  was  in  ooutreuersy 
rormerly  with  Capt  John  Putnam  we 
did  meet  opon  ye  16th  day  of 
nooember  !f>94  ant!  deuided  ye  land 
and  I  he  Towne  made  choyoe  of  yt 
pait  yt  Joynea  to  ye  grat  ashing 
swamp  for  than  abare  and  ye  abone 
said  Baker  Towne  an'l  How  hnne  ye 
other  parte  joyneiug  to  PhiiUp  Knite 
and  otbera:  ye  diuielonati  boonda 
betwene  ye  Towne  Common  and  ye 
said  Baker  Towne  and  How :  is 
about  seauenty  rods  from  a  walnut 
tree  nere  John  Nickols  lanr  begins  at 
a  white  cake  marked  with  stones  at 
it  nnd  from  thence  on  a  straight  line 
to  an  oylennt  tree  which  is  Isaac 
Burtone  trre  mwrked  and  ao  joyneing 
to  Salem  Line  this  being  our  mutuall 
agrement  as  wiines  our  hands  thia 
16th  of  Douember  1694. 
Ephraim  Oornan  Tbomaa  Baker 
laaaoFabody  John  How 

Jacob  Towne 
Copia  Vare  atest  Kphraim  Dor* 
man  Towne  Clark  for  Topalleld. 

The  29  day  of  may  1694  ye  select- 
men stated  a  way  from  Thomas  Fir- 
kins his  house  to  ye  roade  to  old 
father  Wilds  his  house:  we  stated 
ye  rode  from  said  Pirkins  his  hous  : 
bareing  two  rods  in  breadth :  ye  old 
beten  way  now  in  being  being  ye 
senter  of  ye  way  till  we  com  to  ntr 
Bradstreets  land  whare  a  gate  now 
standeth  and  then  on  ve  noitbeast 
aide  of  ye  gate  we  marled  a  white 
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a? 


oake  on  ye  ffiMin  ardl y  side  of  xv  way 
in  mr  BradbLreetti  laud  by  gale  : 
and  M  aloog  to  mr  Bradatreets 
bound  tree :  by  cow  pen  brook  so 
oalled :  being  od  ye  eiwtivardly  »ide 
of  7«  way :  and  a  red  oako  marked 
on  ye  oUier  aide  agaiost  it:  baliig 
about  two  rods  asunder :  ye  way 
bareing  ye  same  breadth  all  akMg : 
«od  toon  taroeiog  to  ye  ok)  fordoaor 
ye  said  brook  :  then  beCwene  a  fence 
on  ye  rirrht :  and  a  whight  oake  tree 
murKed  on  ye  left  by  ye  Qortiiweet 
rido  of  y  lord  to  by  ye  aaid  feaea 
till  it  corns  ton  po[>Ii'r  trcr  marked 
by  ye  fence  then  turueiug  to  ye  left 
in  to  ye  old  beteo  rode  and  so  ye 
beten  rode  being  y  aentcr  a  red 
oake  tree  mnikH  on  ye  left  on  ye 
kill:  and  then  against  aaigt  Kidiog- 
IMM  booao  leaiog  ye  old  way  to  j% 
r^ht  thare  being  a  walnut  tree  roariied 
on  ye  left  side  of  ye  way  :  and  soon  a 
straight  line  by  ve  west  comer  of 
aai^  RidingUma  bame  to  y«  old  way 
as  leads  to  ye  Cuntry  rode  by  father 
Wilds  bis  bous :  bareiOK  ye  foU 
breadth  all  along. 

Bphraim  Dormaa 

Isaac  Pea body 

EUiaha  Firkins 

Sdeetmen  of  Toptlleld. 
Oopla  Vare  atest  Ephraim  Dor- 
man  Towne  Clarke  for  Topsfield. 

We  whose  names  are  here  nnto 
eobaeribed  Mng  apofoted  by  ye 
seaiirall  Townes  to  which  we  belong 
uis  Topsfield  and  wenham  with  full 
power  to  make  ao  aile ration  of  that 
part  of  ya  diaialoiiiUl  Line  betwene 
onr  Townes  from  ye  brook  at  Jamea 
MoulteoB  Hand  to  warda  mr  baltio- 
•taUa  meadow  we  kaoa  agreed  aa 
fMowetb :  being  met  to  getter  thie 
aeaaeotb  day  of  deeeober  an  adoai- 


ing  sixtene  hundred  and  ninety  foure 
in  order  to  ye  compleieing  of  ye 
aame  that  whare  aa  In  an  agreemeat 
betwene  Topsfield  nnd  WeDhatn  : 
Figdina  meadow  so  called  waa  in- 
daded  to  bekmg  u>  Weabam  aod  ye 
Hand  commonly  oaled  bnckelberrey 
or  Wenham  Hand  or  ye  p^ratest  parte 
of  it  was  included  to  belong  to  Topa- 
ield:  we  hane  now  flfffwd  for  aa 
alteration  that  ye  aaid  Pigdina  mead- 
ow shail  from  hence  forward  belong 
to  Topsfield  and  ye  Hand  oommooW 
called  bookeUbarrey  or  wenham  Hand 
shall  from  hence  forward  belong  to 
Wenham  :  and  ye  tx)unds  that  are  or 
ahall  be  agreed  to  be  ye  bounds  of 
Pfgdins  meadow  tUl  it  eoBMa  to 
Reauerly  ditch  and  then  ye  said 
dtU^  till  it  coma  to  ye  Reuer  ahall 
be  ye  elated  bouode  betwene  oor 
Towna  ot  Topefleld  and  Wenham: 
and  in  witnps  whereof  we  hane  here 
unto  sett  our  hands  Intercfaaogably. 
TUomae  Baker  John  Komaa 
John  How  John  Pirkins 

for  Topafleld        Thomas  Kimball 

for  Wenham 

Copia  <raro  atest  Ephraim  Dofw 
man  Towne  Clarke  for  Topsfield, 

At  a  lawful!  Towne  meeting  ye 
lath  of  deeenber  IfM.  wbaieaa 
som  of  Salem  laya  Claime  to  mikell 
Dwonilts  land  for  which  ye  said 
Dwouniil  ta  atached :  ye  Towne  did 
manifeet  that  tbay  would  eland  by 
ye  aaid  Dwonill  in  this  case,  noted 

Lelut  Thomas  Baker  is  Chosen  in 
ye  behalfe  of  ye  Towne  to  stand  by 
Mikell  Dwonill  sen  in  ye  defence  off 
hia  laada  aa  ia  Claimed  as  abone 
aaid.  noted 

The  Towne  did  Inaaatf eat  by  note 
that  all  boniat  debts  due  ftmn  ya 
Tewna  to  pbrtfekqaiUor  men  In  tUa 
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as 


jere  shall  be  paid.  Doted 
At  ft  Iftwfull  meeting  of  ye  Towne 
of  Tofwfleld  ye  8th  day  ganuery 

or  a.  yc  Towtip  Imite  made  choycp 
of  Leiut  Tbutnas  Uaker  to  manage 
Miktfll  llironfll  eenr  hie  cause  agaioet 
Salem  farmes  and  to  aeoeiate  to  bioi* 
selfe  whom  he  will  to  strengthen  ye 
cause  and  to  proMtctit  it  frum  Court 
toCkMirt  till  ye  case  he  enM  ye 
ineiiing  ie  this  case  now  comminHed 
againnl  ye  snid  Dwo'nill  and  ye 
TowDu  will  bare  him  put  in  all  bis 
lawfull  proseedinge  thareto  ucited 

John  Curtious  senr  and  Joseph 
Ttiwne  lunr  wp  Imne  layde  otit  awiv 
from  Isaac  Burtons  to  ye  Hridg  as 
folowetb :  begining  at  ye  said  Bur- 
tons  and  so  as  ye  way  now  c<»«th  to 
Jolin  Robison  hia  land :  and  llten 
turning  to  ye  ri^ht  by  a  r«>u(i  oakc 
marked  tm'ye  right  and  a  white  <iake 
marked  on  ye  left :  and  so  along  as 
yt'  way  now  goetli  ouer  ye  old  ford 
and  ao  aluui(  aa  ye  beli  u  pati)  now 
goeth  by  Joseph  Towns  house  and 
BO  alonjr  yc  betcn  |>atlj  [*  uer]  all 
trees  marked  on  both  sids  of  ye  way 
to  ye  Common :  an<l  ao  along  ye 
beaten  iwth  to  ye  brid^  :  we  layd  it 
ont  two  rod^i  wide:  Copia  Vare  atest 
Epluaiiu  Dorman  Towne  Clarke  for 
Topsfield  and  entered  ye  14  th  of 
geunuary  1694  or  5. 

At  a  lawfull  Towne  meting  the 
5th  of  march  169|. 

Ensine  Ephraim  Dorman  was 
Chosen  Clark  for  this  yere. 

The  Toune  doth  mnnyfest  by  note 
that  tliay  are  willing  to  eutertaine 
oar  neighbours  of  lk»zford  as  for* 
merly  we  haue  dun  and  to  that  end 
ye  Towne  hath  giuen  lihourly  to  set 
up  more  seates  in  ye  meting  hous  for 
ye  entertaining  of  them.  noted 


Isaao  Pabody  is  cbosmi  Constable 
for  this  year  ensewing.  noted 

sai^it  Tliomas  Dorman  and  C'orpU 
TaMiali  l^iikiiis  nnd  Elisha  Pirkins 
and  Jacob  Towne  iunr  and  Ephraim 
Dorman  are  Chueen  selectmen  for  ye 
yeare  Knsewing.  ooted 

Corpll  Tobiiah  Pirkins  is  Chosen 
Towne  Treasurer  for  this  yeare  en- 
sewing,  noted 

The  Towne  did  mannifest  by  note 
that  no  bills  of  ehat-g  shonld  be 
allowed  by  ye  select  men  but  what 
are  aprebated  by  ye  Towne.  notsd 

where  as  there  in  liborty  giuen  to 
set  np  seats  in  ye  m«»»ting  bouse:  ye 
iowne  iiaue  agreed  that  oure  neigh- 
bours of  Roxford  shall  haue  cQuill 
preuelidg  with  our  selues  in  seting 
up  those  seatea  and  to  inioy  them  as 
our  selues :  and  uilso  to  Itye  seates 
as  are  set  up:  and  to'  inioy  them 
while  thay  contrebnte  to  our  minnis> 
trey  :  and  in  case  thay  remoue  thay 
haue  liborty  to  sell  thare  seates :  only 
to  such  as  shall  ooatrebate  as  abooe 
said :  and  in  case  thay  cannot  sell  as 
abouc  said:  when  thay  remoue  ye 
Towne  will  alow  them  ye  worth  of  ye 
said  seates :  and  allso  to  inioy  ye 
like  preuelidg  with  onrselucs  as  for- 
merly answerably  to  what  thay  pay  : 
in  these  seates  aa  weare  set  up  by 
ye  Towne.  noted 

Capt  John  How  is  Chosen  to  same 
on  ye  Jury  of  trialls  and  Corpll  John 
french  is  Chosen  gran  Jiuryman  to 
same  at  ye  next  County  Court  to  be 
honlden  at  Ipswich.  noted 

John  Nickalls  senr  and  John 
Prichet  are  Chosen  tithingmen  for 
this  yeare  ensewing.  uoted 

Corpll  John  Gonid  and  mr  Tim- 
roothy  Piikins  and  Corpll  John  Cur- 
tioiia  tie  Chosen  semeuia  for  bigh> 
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ways  (or  Ibto  jeare   aod  Dfuiieli 
albo  Is  Cbotm  rifatyw  u 
abooe  said.  tioted 

Joho  Cumings  and  NsthanJel  Aner- 
iU  aod  EphrmioD  Wilds  are  Cho«en 
^  Imm  iwiran  lor  this  years  tad  alto 

I  Isaac  Burton.  noted 

John  Kenney  and  John  Auerf!l  are 
Chosen  to  that  jfe  borsia  doth 
Mt  goa  on  ye  Conmum  oontnuy  to 
law.  noted 

Mikell  Dwonill  senr  and  William 
Smith  and  Timmothj  I^kios  iunr 
wrt  Chosen  poondeis  tor  tUsyesre. 

Tioted 

Kargt  Samuel  Uoulet  is  Chosen  to 
kepe  the  pOQiid  for  this  jesfs.  noted 

In  smwer  to  ye  desire  of  boxfOTd 
TowDP  wo  hftiie  Chosen  Capt  John 
Gould  and  <;apt  John  How  and  8ai^ 
SMBoeli  Hottlet  to  treat  wnh  ye 
Ssleotnaen  of  Boxford  or  thare  Com- 
mity  to  here  what  thay  haue  to  say 
and  make  report  to  ye  Towne.  uoted 

Hie  Towns  did  nanlfeet  by  note 
that  father  Ix)ueweU  shall  in  Joy  ye 
bon«p  and  orchard  for  ye  yeare  en- 
sewiog  uu  ye  same  termes  as  for- 
neriy.  uoted 

ye  Town  bane  agreed  that  Mr 
Timmothy  Pirlcins  may  make  a  dam 
•eras  ye  swamp  at  ye  sooth  comer 
of  Ms  Md  by  y  meeting  bones. 

noted 

^  The  Towne  by  note  hane  agreed 

that  any  nm  tbst  shall  be  foand  on 

ye  Common  any  time  betwene  ye 
midle  of  mt^Tist  till  ye  last  of  October 
anually  it  sbaii  be  lawfoll  for  any 
man  to  ktll  any  Bnme  eo  fodnd  and 

giiie  halfe  of  it  to  ye  pore  and  to 
haue  ye  re^l  for  lii.s  paines.  uoted 
The  7 lb  of  marclk  16ii4  or  ;>  Epb- 
laSm  Dorman  tooke  ye  oath  of  a 
Towne  dark  and  CiorpU  ToUtah 


rirkUis  took  ye  oath  of  a  Towne 
Ttassnrer  and  John  Friohet  took  ye 
oath  of  a  TtUilngman :  and  Corpit 

John  Gould  and  CorplI  John  Cnr- 
tiotts  and  Daniell  Clarke  took  ye 
oath  of  efarneyefs  of  high  ways  end 

Natbaniell  Anerill  and  Ephraim 
Wilds  took  ye  oath  of  fenop  uewers 
before  ye  Honered  Collonail  Apple- 
ton. 

At  a  third  seesions  of  ye  Generall 
Court  of  Election  hi  Id  at  Boston  ye 
l.'ith  of  October  1650. 

In  answer  to  ye  Requst  of  ZaeheOS 
Gould  and  William  Howard  in  ye 
behalfe  of  TojMfield  ye  Court  doth 
grant  that  Topefleld  shall  from 
hsnoeforth  be  a  Towne:  and  hane 
power  within  themselncp  to  order  all 
Ciuill  afayers  as  other  Townes  haue. 

A  true  Copy  as  apers  of  Beeord, 
Examd  P  Is ;  Addtaigton  saciy. 

Copia  Vare  ntest  Ephrflim  Dor^ 
man  Towne  Clark  for  Top«lieid. 

At  a  lawfnll  meeting  of  ye  selsct- 
men  of  Topsfleld  22  mar.  1R94-5. 

sargt  Thoraas  Donuaii  aod  CorpU 
Tobiiah  Firkins  and  Ephraim  Dor- 
man  are  Chosen  to  renew  ye  bonndo 
with  Boxford  men  betwene  Tops- 
field  aod  Boxford.  noted 

At  a  lawfuU  Towne  meeting  by 
order  of  ye  Court  ye  8  of  aprill  19M 
Timmothy  Firkins  innr  is  Chosen 
Constable  for  this  yere.  uoted 

Tlmmoth  Plrkfaie  Innr  bslog  Cbon- 
en  Cnnstable  for  ye  Towne  c?  Tops* 
field  for  ye  yere  ensewing  :  apereed 
and  tooke  ye  oath  proper  to  that 
olBes  aprill  ye  0th  IIM  befoin  me 
Thos  Wade  Justis  of  ye  Peace. 

Copift  Vare  atest  Ephraim  Dof^ 
man  Towue  Clarke  for  Topefield. 

Sai^  Thomns  Drnman  and  OorpU 
Tobiiah  FirUns  and  Bphrafan  Dor- 
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mao  being  apomted  to  goe  oo  pir- 
ambuiatioD  oaje  line  betwene  Box- 
fold  and  Topamld  and  ira  apoioted 
to  mecte  them  od  ye  eeacond  dny  of 
apriU  1695 :  acordtnglj  we  met  with 
tb*re  Commity  and  detuftuded  of 
atom  to  renew  ye  boundft  Imt  thftj 
Mglccted  aod  Mot  than  exooae  to 
oar  Towne. 

John  Niekalte  tear  bding  ehoMo 
tiibmgmau  and  Jobn  ConuDgs  and 
Isaac  Bnrten  were  chOAen  fence 
uewers  thay  were  sworoe :  Salem  ye 
(Kb  1695  before  ye  Hooered  Coll 
Hathron  as  apered  under  bis  band. 

At  a  tawfuU  TowM  neetiiig  je 
16tb  of  may  1695. 

ft  is  by  note  dedarad  yt  Lelut 
Tbomas  Baker  and  Capt  Jobn  How 
shall  enter  a  oomplHint  against  L 
NathaoieU  Fatman  and  dt  John  Fut- 
maii  flit  ye  next  senperier  Court  to 
be  houldea  at  Ipswich  for  that  ye 
aaid  Putmans  had  giuen  in  a  fal- 
asious  and  desaightfull  testimonies 
•ffaintt  Topefleld  »t  ye  last  Court  of 
HeflUBo  bild  in  Salem  to  je  grat  dam- 
age of  Topsfleld.  noted 

Ensine  Ephriam  Dornaan  is  Cboeeu 
JoerimaD  to  earae  at  the  next  Hope* 
ler  Court  to  be  holden  at  Ipewich. 

noted 

CorpU  Tobiiah  PirkiuB  was  Chosen 
lopreaeotitiiie  to  same  at  ye  next 
Genarall  Court  of  election  at  boston. 

CharU  Towoe  ye  21th  January 

then   Resetted  of   mr  Ephtaim 

Wilds  CnnBtable  of  Topsfield  ye  sum 
of  twenty  due  Pounds  foar  sbilings 
in  bills  oi  ereadit  in  parte  of  said 
Towns  last  asesment :  I  eay  rcaened 

P  John  Phillips  Treasnrer. 

Copia  vart'  atest  Ephraim  Dorman 
Towue  Ciarlie  fur  Topsfield. 


Charts  Towne  ye  24th  may  1693. 

then  Reseued  of  mr  Ephraim 
Wilds  Constable  of  Topsfield  ye  som 
of  thirty  eight  pounds  tiftene  shilin^s 
and  ten  peuce  in  parte  of  said 
Townee  last  aeenoBeDt  I  say  reeeued 
P  John  Phillips  treasurer. 

Copia  vare  atest  Ephraim  Donun 
Towne  Clarke  for  Topsheid.. 

Boston  may  ye  8th  1694  Besetted 
of  mr  Ephraim  Wilds  Constable  of 

Topsfield  thirtene  pounds  fiftene 
shiilings  and  three  peuoe  in  parte  of 
said  Towne  aeesroent  I  aay  rseened 
for  mr  Jams  Tayler  Treasnrer  P  Jer. 
Allen.    £13:  15:  3. 

Copia  vare  atest  Ephraim  Dorman 
Towne  Clarke  for  Topsfield. 

Boston  fabruary  13tb  1694. 

Reseued  for  mr  Ephraim  Wilds 
Cunstable  of  Topsfield  four  pounds 
twoehillngs  and  elenen  pence  in  fnll 
of  said  Towns  asesment  to  ye  thirty 
thousand  pound  rate  I  say  reseoed 
for  mr  James  Tayler  tieasurer. 
£4:  »:  11.  PJanAlten 

Copia  vare  atest  Ephraim  Dccman 
Towne  Darke  for  Topsfield. 

At  u  lawful!  meeting  of  ye  Towne 
of  Topefield  ye  24  of  July  *1695. 

Capt  John  How  is  Chosen  Com- 
misioner  to  Joyne  with  ye  Selectmen 
to  take  an  acount  of  ye  Towns  estat 
and  to  cary  It  to  ye  Sbere  Towne 
acordingto  ye  Honored  Treasurers 

worrt'iit.  noted 
itie  Towne  baue  Chosen  Leiut 
Thomas  Baher  and  Capt  John  How 
and  Sargt  Samuell  Howlet  and  Isaac 
Feabody  and  Ephraim  Wilds  to  be  a 
oommity  in  ye  behalfe  of  Topsfield 
to  Joyne  with  ipewich  or  a  commilj 
in  thare  Towns  behalfe  to  renew  and 
settle  ye  bounds  of  mr  Simonds  farme 
betwene  said  farme   and  Ipswich 
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Common  to  preueot  all  firtber  Troble  ye  next  seatioa  of  ye  iaferyor  Court 

at  law  and  what  ye  maior  part  of  ye  of  pleas  to  be  boiudeo  at  Newbaiy 

Mid€k>iiitiiity  duth  agree  about  m  aoordiog  to  warent.  uottil 

abone  said  the  Towne  w5ll  stnnd  by  At  a  lawfull  meeting  of  ye  TovM 

and  it  abaU  be  a  ftiiall  determioaaioD.  of  Topsfetid  ye  17tb  of 


wbareas  flue  meo  wwure  CSioae  ye 

6  of  raareh  1693  or  4  to  mn  out  ye 
lioe  betweoe  Salem  and  Topsfield  ye 
TowM  doth  giae  ye  tMM  OoaMfty 
u!z  Leiut  Thomas  Baker  Capt  John 
How  Eu8  Jacob  Towne  and  Corpll 
Tobiiab  Pirkios  and  Isaac  Pabody 
power  to  Beod  two  men  to  MW  tkMt 
land  as  ye  Towne  doth  conseue  is 
our  dew :  and  if  ye  said  Commity  or 
vd  mior  parte  of  tiiMD  doe  oooseae 
il  ii  well  worth  ye  trying  tor:  ye 
Towne  doth  giae  ye  said  Commity 
CuU  power  to  peteaion  to  ye  next 
■airtoat  of  ye  Genenll  Cwnc  or 
Courtes  enaewiog  to  lutue  ye  line  run 
out  «ieeing  Salem  doth  w holy  neglect : 
and  ye  Commity  baue  full  power  to 
proaeed  in  a  corse  of  law  wHb  Salem 
at  Npwharv  Court  or  any  other  C'onrt 
and  from  Court  to  Court  till  ye  line 
be  ran  out  aoording  to  agrenMOt  and 
what  ye  neior  parte  of  our  Gonnnity 
doth  n^ree  abonte  ye  Towne  will 
stand  by  and  bare  tbem  out  in  all 
tihttfo  lAwftall  pwMedlngs.  ootad 

▲t  a  lewfnll  meeting  of  ye  Towne 
of  Topsfield  ye  28th  of  augnst  1695 
Gapt  How  is  eboaen  and  impowered 
by  ye  Towne  aod  Id  ye  Towbs  be> 
halfe  to  eew  any  man  or  mm  as  hauo 
or  shall  trespass  on  our  Towne  com- 
mon by  felling  timber  on  ye  common 
•OMl  eanllBg  It  of  to  ye  Towne  dam> 
age.  noted 

At  a  iawfuU  meeting  of  ye  Towae 
of  Topsfleld  ye  nth  of  Spept 

Sargt  Thomas  Dorman  and  Bpll- 
mbm  Domna  is  Choeen  to  earae  at 


whareas  a  summons  waa  directed 
to  Tofwfield  Towne  Clarke  from  «um 
of  8alem  farmes  in  which  ye  Towne 
Of  TbpefleM  wee  eanaMoaed  toapne 

at  next  court  at  nubary  by  thare 
agents  to  answer  ye  aturnies  of 
Salem  farmes  relating  to  thare 
CtaiHe  of  Topefleld  land  in  answer 
to  which  ye  Towne  of  Topsfield  haae 
Chosen  Leiut  Thomas  Baker  oor 
aTonmy  to  anewer  ye  mIA  samoMNH 
and  to  defend  ye  Towns  right :  use- 
ingsdch  Ie(;a11  meathods  as  he  thinks 
best  and  ye  Towne  will  bare  him  out 
fn  all  Me  unrftall  proseedinge.  noted 

The  Commity  impowred  to  sew 
Sargt  Houoy  nwrnly  Capt  How  and 
CurpU  Tobiiah  firkms  and  Isaac 
Pabody  bane  ftiil  power  gloen  than 
h\-  vf'  Towne  to  ap^rpp  with  Saigt 
Uouey  about  ye  land  in  Controoersy 
betwene  ye  Towne  and  Saigent 
Houey.  noted 

The  Commity  as  was  impowred  to 
asree  with  Sargent  Houey  in  ye 
iWne  behalfe  abont  ye  land  In 
oontrouersy  heoe  agreed  as  foloweth 
That  yc  honnds  on  ye  west  side  of 
ye  brooke  of  sargnt  Uoueys  land 
nest  Topalleld  oommoo  nre  ee  folow* 
eth  first  is  a  stake  with  a  hpapo  of 
stones  at  Joyucing  to  John  Andreus 
bis  land  from  tben(»  on  a  straipht 
line  northwaidly  to  t«o  mad  oaiae 
.Toyncing  together  at  yc  stump 
marked :  and  from  tbenee  to  another 
raadoake  nere  ye  meadoir  mnrind 
leaoeing  roome  for  a  cart  to  gOO  <M 
ye  nplMid     ye  medoir  hatwenn  yn 
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last  two  boaods  as  ye  feoce  now 
ertaneth:  aod  from  thence  on  a 
■traight  to  a  grate  white  oaln 
marked  nere  ve  meadow  :  and  from 
thenoe  to  an  other  letell  white  oake 
nurkad :  «nd  f fom  tiiBDOe  to  anoth- 
er totell  whiffht  oake  marked:  and 
from  thence  to  another  letell  whit? 
oake  marked  nere  ye  ford:  and  ao 
eeetmurdly  to  ye  aoatb  tld  of  ye  ford. 
Del  ye  S  1th  of  8eptembr  1695. 

John  How 
Tobiiah  Perkins 
leaec  Peabodv 
At  a  lawfnll  Towne  meeting  ye 
lUh  of  d(?cember  16*J;';  it  was  agreed 
on  that  all  bills  of  cbarg  iu  ye  Towue 
eboet  any  ee  was  Implied   in  ye 
Towne  or  in  ye  Towns  behalfe  as 
apered  honist  ye    aelectmen  shall 
allovr  but  if  any  thing  aperes  eonipi* 
lus  to  ye  teleetiBeii  it  iriiaU  be  de- 
fered  to  ye  eooeedereeioii  of  ye 
Towne.  uoted 
at  A  Lawfell  Town  meettiDg  8d 
nerch  1695-6. 

Ensign  Ephraim  Dorman  is  Chosen 
Town  Clarke  for  ye  yeare  Inaoeing. 

noted 

CorpH  Tobiiah  Pirkins  and  Sar- 
gent Samnel  Howlet  Kphraira  Dor- 
man  William  Towne  and  Isaac  Easty 
innr  ere  Choeen  MlectmeD  for  ye 
yeare  Ensewing  to  order  ye  pruden- 
tiall  afaircs  of  ve  Towne.  uoted 

8argt  Thomaa  Durmau  iit  Chosen 
Ceoetable  for  ye  yere  eneewing. 

noted 

CorpU  Tobiiah  Firkins  is  Chosen 
Tof^ne  Treasurer  for  ye  yeare  eo- 
eewiag.  noted 

Sargt  Daniell  Ridington  andCorpIl 
John  Curtious  and  CorpU  Samuell 
Standly  are  Choeen  tithing  men  for 
ye  yeeie  ineewing.  noted 


Joseph  Borman  and  John  Kenoey 
and  John  french  innr  are  Chosen 
eemeyere  for  highwaye  for  ye  yeera 
ensewing.  noted 

Jacob  Towne  innr  and  John  Com- 
ings Bliehn  Flffcine  end  John  Towne 
an  Choeen  faooe  oewere  fbr  thia 
yeare  ensewing.  noted 

Thomas  Towne  and  Joseph  Easty 
ie  Cboee  to  eee  that  ye  honle  don 
notgoeonye  Common  oontmry  to 
law.  uoted 

Elisha  Pirkins  and  NalhanieU 
Anerill  are  Choeen  to  eeme  on  ye 
Jury  of  triftUs  at  ye  next  Connty 
Court  to  be  houldeo  at  Ipewicb. 

uoted 

John  Bobieon  ee&r  ie  Choeen  Gran 
Juryman  for  ye  yere  eneewing. 

uoted 

it  wae  pot  to  ye  Towne  to  giue 
goodman  Lonewell  liberty  to  Hue  in 
ye  Parsonage  hons  as  before  this 
yeare  and  a  considarable  company 
noted  for  it  and  ye  neagitiue  wee 
noted  and  few  or  non  apered 
houlding  up  thare  hnndR. 

At  ye  request  Capt  How  ye  Towne 
granted  a  email  traok  of  land  to  eet 
a  barne  on  by  ye  rode  nere  his  hous 
prouidfd  ye  said  H(»w  lavs  downe  as 
much  of  txia  owne  land  to  ye  com- 
mon, uoted 

Capt  Gould  nnd  Isaac  Pabody  are 
apointed  by  ye  Towne  to  lay  out  ye 
land  aboue  said.  noted 

Theee  after  named  tooke  thare 
oathes  to  ye  faithful!  discharge  of 
thare  sauerall  places  as  tUay  ware 
choeen  two  before  ye  Honered  Coll 
Appleton  Eequire  on  ye  6th  of  mavob 
1696  or  6.  Sargt  Thomns  Dortnan 
Cunetable  Ephraim  Dorman  Towne 
Clarke  Oorpll  Bamnel  Stondly  and 
CorpU  Jobi   CnrthNM  ttthtogmeo 
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JoMph  BomuuB  ftod  JcHm  Kinney  Samuell   HoulH    Mid  Corpporall 

sen r  and  John  french  lanr  senipyers  Tobiiah  PIrkins  and  William  Towne 

of  highways  Jobu  Comiogs  and  Eli>  asesers  for  yt  worke  aa  u  in  je  said 

aha  rirkins  fence  vewera  by  order  of  act  required.  uotod 

Collonall  AppletoQ  entered  by  me  At  a  lawful!  Towne  meeting  ye 

Epbraim  DonoM  ToQDe  Clnike  for  12th  of  January  1696  or  7. 

Topefield.  it  was  pat  to  ye  Towne  whether 

Boeton  aprill  80th  1695.  thny  would  alow  of  n  bill  of  Charge 

Be^eiui  il  of  mr  Isaac  Easty  Cnn-  aa  Capt  Gould  gaue  in  to  ye  8«deol» 

stable  of  Topsfield  by  ye  hands  of  men  aboot  druming  and  driima  and 

mr  John  Gould  Mly  eight  pounds  cullers:  and  ye  Towne  uoted  on  ye 

eleneo  ebiliugs  and  three  peooe  In  neagitine.  noted 

fall  of  a  worrent  for  fifty   eight  ye  Towne  did  agree  to  alow  The 

pounds  eleauen  ehillings  and  three  Towne  Treasurer  six  pence  pir  pound 

pence  1  say  Kesened  for  hU  James  for  reoouering  and  paying  Towne 

Tniler  Treeenrer  P  Jar  AUin.  debta.  noted 

£58-1 1 -S.  Copia  vera  atest  Ephraim  At  a  GcnarHH  Towne  meting  the 

Dorman  Towne  Clarke  of  Topafield.  2th  of  march  169^. 

Boston  de^embei  26th  1094.  Ensine  Dorman  is  chosen  dark  for 

Beeefned  of  mr  Isaac  Easty  Can-  the  yere  insuing. 

stable  of  Topsficlrl  six  pounds  three  Sarpt  Redington  and  Sargt  Howlet 

shillings  and  nine  pence  in  full  of  a  and  torpU  Firkins  and  Ck>rpll  Stand- 

worrent  dated  ye  ISth   September  ly  and  Elisha  Firklna  are  chosen 

1694   amounting   to   twenty    two  selectmen  for  ye  yeare  enaewing  lo 

pounds  thre  shillings  and  nine  pence  order  ye  pnidentiall  afaiNa  of  ye 

I  say  Reseued  for  Mr  Jams  Taller  Towne.  noted 

Tawnier  P  Jar  Allia.  Joeeph  Towne  Innr  le  Choaen  Coo* 

£064)8-09.    Copia  vera  atest  Epb-  stable  for  ye  yeare  ensewing.  u(^ad 

ratm  Dorman    Towne    Clarke    for  Daniell  Clarke  and  CorplI  Cur- 

Topafield.  tious  are  Cboseu  to  serue  on  ye  Jury 

At  a  lawfall  meeting  of  ye  free*  of  trlalla  at  ye  next  <)oart  to  be 

houlders  and  others  alowed  by  law  houlden  at  Ipswich  if  sent  for.  uoted 

Corpll  Tobiiah  Firkins  was  Chosen  Sargt  Isaac  Easty  is  Chosen  Qrand 

representittue  toat  end  ye  next  Gen-  Juryman  for  ye  yeare  ensewing. 
arall  Court  to  be  honlden  at  Boeton 


on  ye  87tb  of  tbie  taataot  may.  The  Selectmen  are  Choetn 

iiote(}  aw  ye  law  directs.  uoted 

At  a  lanluU  Towne  meeting  ye  22  John  Comings  and  Xhomas  Uow- 

of  July  1696.  let  and  Benlainen  Blgabee  am  efaoeen 

acording  to  ye  act  of  ye  Honered  Bcrueyers  for  bighwaja  for  ye  yere 

Genarall  Court  houlden  at  Boston  27  ensewing.  noted 

may  1696  begun  and  hlld:  aa  requires  William  Towne  and  sargt  John 

aaeser  in  obedlanoe  tbare  onto  for  Anerlll  are  Cboieii  fenoa  nawari  for 

ye  leauilnp  an  asesment :  our  Towne  the  yere  ensewing.  uoted 

of  Topafield  haue  Chosen  Sargent  and  William  Towne  is  Chosen  aer> 
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iMjer  with  yt  other  aboue  »tid. 

noted 

Sargt  Howtol  to  ChoM  to  ktpe  ye 

pound  this  yerc.  UOted 
Sargt  Thomaa  Dormau  and  Phillip 
Koite  and  Joho  trmA  CUurte  wn 
Cboeen  titlilag  mw  for  y%  jtm  en- 

upon  je  pettstioD  oi  Clarke  freach 
for  ye  exchang  of  foor  or  fluo  akm 
of  land  he  request  yt  land :  part  of  ye 
land  as  was  Snret  Houlets  land  and 
to  Ut  downe  land  as  is  oa  ye  hill  caU^ 
mt  PinbleloiM  bill  m  bath  bene  foa. 

f>roaed:  prouided  quantity  and  qual- 
ity be  consedered  and  alowance 
anawerahle  with  straight  lines  in  ye 
tapohMifg  of  both  ye  Towae  granta  bis 
requeBt  protktod  CUuko  freMh  be  at 
all  charg  uoted 
aud  5argt  Howlet  and  Capt  How 
.  are  Cboeen  to  lay  oat  ye  exchang  of 
land  aa  aboue  said  protMde<1  that  the 
•aid  f tench  lays  down  land  for  ye 
Tonne  next  ye  ooDOIOii.  ootid 
Leint  Bnker  and  Bm  Jaoob  Towm 
and  William  Towne  are  apointed  by 
ye  Towne  to  renew  ye  lioands  i>e- 
twene  ye  firat  diatokm  of  loli  and  y« 
eow  common  next  ye  reuer.  uoted 
At  a  lawful!  meeting  of  ye  pro- 
priotora  of  ye  Towne  of  i  opufield  ye 
10th  of  ntrdi  I6M  or  7.  It  wn 
noted  that  ye  preasent  selectmrn 
shall  ontl  ail  ye  Cunslablea  to  hu 
aoount  of  all  ye  rata  commited  to 
them  to  gather  bdonging  to  ye  nla- 
eeter  or  Towne  nnd  also  giuc  ye 
D>n8tflbles  full  power  to  proeeed 
with  all  at  are  behind  hi  yo  rate 
Mrttod  to  tbtOD  to  gatlMri  to  re- 
oooer  by  ente  or  destres  as  ye  law 
prooids  and  to  ataod  by  ye  said  Coa- 
■tables  to  ail  tlum  towfoU  pioteid- 
tog.  •  Mted 


At  a  lawfull  meeting  of  ye  pro- 
prioti»s  and  Commoners  of  ye  Towne 
of  Toptfley  ye  lOth  March  1696  or  7. 

it  wap  ordered  that  no  wood  shall  he 
fallen  on  ye  aonth  aide  of  y«  Eiuer 
OB  y  tomam  for  Are  wood  aad  no 
trees  shall  be  fallen  on  ye  aoilh  side 
of  Riuer  in  Topsflelrl  r>ommoo  for 
hre  wood  under  a  foot  aad  baife  onec 
•zaepting  bhdb  napto  aad  poplar  on 
both  sids  of  ye  Riuer :  and  no  timber 
to  be  fallen  on  either  *»?ds  of  ye  Riuer 
with  out  leau«  from  ye  m&ior  parte 
of  ya  aaleetmaa ;  aod  who  ao  anar 
Rhnll  fall  wood  or  timber  contrary  to 
ye  orders  aboue  said  shall  pay  ye 
some  of  teu  shiliugs  per  tree  to  be 
raaouarad  by  ya  adtoctmen :  aad 

eupry  one  nre  to  tnkp  rtotis  if  nnv 
fells  trees  contrary  U>  the  order  aboue 
aaid:  and  thay  are  to  ieforme  ye 
selectmen  :  und  ye  informers  ahall 
haue  halfe  ye  fine  fur  tfitire  [mines  re 
other  halfe  of  ye  fiues  as  aboue  a»Ui 
to  ba  daapoaad  of  aa  ja  Towna  ahall 
gine  order:  and  flrtbar  who  eu^ 
hane  Hborty  as  aboue  safd  for  felling 
timber  shall  be  loioyued  to  take  ye 
whole  top  away  to  two  noottn  on  ye 
pennallty  for  felling  trees  as  aboue 
said  to  be  recouercd  m  nt>one  paid  : 
and  these  orders  shall  coutiuew  in 
foroe  tiU  va  propttortata  ahatl  paaa 
flrthar  offoara  ob  ya  aaae  aooont. 

uoted 

Wa  wboae  names  are  under  writes 
bafaig  Chosen  by  ye  TOwna  to  reaaw* 
yc  bounds  of  ye  (.'ommon  on  ye' 
south  side  of  ye  reuer:  haueing 
naitad  a  yaaUow  oake  by  John  Cor* 
tiousis  and  layd  atoaaa  at  iti  aad 
from  thpnc**  t<>  vp  plsce  whare  ye 
waiiuut  tree  was :  we  erected  a  heape 
of  atoiiaal^avoeki  aaidftoaith««oa 
to  a  read  oaka  tree  which  wa  nuurkad 
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and  layd  stonee  at  it  by  Dwonills : 
and  from  thence  to  a  wbight  oake 
tKe1»jy«  River  wbioh  we  narked 
eod  layd  stones  at  it. 

dat  11  of  march  1696  or  7. 

Thomas  Baker 
Jacob  Towne  Mor 
William  TowDe 

GopU  Vera  ateet  Ephraim  Dormao 
TiHriie  Claike  for  TopaOeld. 

At  a  lawful!  Towne  meeting  t 
march  169f. 

ye  names  of  those  aa  weare  chosen 
and  sameoeed  to  SiJem  to  be  ewome 
to  ye  discharg  of  there  datis  reepert- 
tiaely  iu  ye  piases  hb  thay  ware 
Chosen  to :  Joseph  Towne  iunr  Cnn- 
atable:  Ephraim  Donnaa  Towne 
Clarke  :  John  Comings  Thomas  Hou- 
let  beniamen  Bigshcc  seirueyers  for 
high  ways :  uaigt  i  boiuas  Dorman 
Phillip  Knight  and  John  freneh  eenr 
tithingmen  :  and  William  Towne  and 
sargt  John  Aueriil  fencevewers. 

atest  Ephraim  Dorman  Towne 
Clark. 

The  ptTsons  within  nr^med  parson* 
ally  apered  before  mee :  balem  march 
ye  8tii  IM  and  took  ye  oath  to  ye 
faithfoll  discharg  of  thare  reepectiue 
duty  Rcording  to  je  lawa  eXMpt  Joba 
french. 

John  Hathron  Joetia  of  ye  pece. 
Copia  Vera  compared  atest  Eph- 
raim  *  Dorman  Towne  Claifce  for 

Topefield. 
Corpll  Pfrklns  sargt  Howlet  and 

sargt  Ridington  and  Corpll  standly 
Hpd  Elishfi  Pirkins  being  chosen 
aaeaers  took  ye  oath  to  ye  faithfull 
diecharg  of  thare  do^  therein  aodd- 
ing  to  law  by  me  Ephraim  DorOHUI 
Clarke  this  7th  aprill  1697. 

At  a  lawfnll  meeting  of  ye  Towne 
of  Topefleld  y«  9th  of  aprlU  1697 


whare  as  ye  Commity  uiz  I^iut 
Baker  and  Capt  How  and  sargt 
Howlet  and  baae  Fabody  and  Eph- 
raim Wilds  apointed  to  settle  ye 
bounds  betwene  Ipswich  land  and  mr 
Simonds  farme  so  called  so  farr  at  it 
Joynea  with  Ipswich  land:  ye  oam* 
mity  apprehending  thay  hauc  not 
full  power:  je  Towne  doth  gioe 
them  full  power  to  agree  with  Ipe- 
wich  for  ye  settleing  aa  abooa  Mid : 
and  also  to  straighten  ye  line  by 
Thomas  Perlies :  and  also  to  ezchang 
with  Ipewifih  for  eonneaien^  Ei- 
ward  Neriaoda  Iwuse  and  som  land 
as  tbay  see  oanee  and  ye  Towne  will 
stand  by  it.  noted 

At  a  lawful!  nmeting  of  ye  free 
boulders  and  others  alowed  by  law 
of  ye  Towne  of  Topsfield  ye  11th  of 
may  1697:  Corpll  Xobiiah  Pirkins 
waeehoeen  Represeotatine  to  atend 
at  ye  next  Gcnarall  Court  of  Election 
to  I>e  houldeu  at  Boston  as  ye  wor- 
rent  directs.  *uoted 

▲t  a  lawf ull  Towne  meeting  ye  24 
of  nouembcr  !697  Capt  Gould  and 
Leiut  Baker  were  Chosen  to  Joyne 
with  ye  eeleotmen  to  retnme  aaawer 
to  Bozford  eoneeming  tbaie  prop- 
oeeelons  as  tbay  sent  to  oa  about 
mning  a  line.  noted 

Know  all  man  by  tbcee  preaaente 
that  whare  as  thare  hath  bene  san- 
aral  deferences  betwene  ye  Towne 
of  Ipswich  and  Tops&eid  conseming 
there  bonnda  betwene  etdi  Towne: 
for  and  in  considerasiou  of  a  finall 
Issue  of  all  said  difTeraiisis  wee  ye 
subscribers  being  ye  Commityes  of 
etdi  reapeetine  Towne  abooe  men> 
tioned  beinf^  legally  chosen  and  5m~ 
powred  to  make  an  end  of  all  def- 
erences betwene  said  Townes:  doe 
Iharefore  mntnally  agree  and  dete»> 
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men  as  foloweth — Impr —  viz — that 
ye  easterly  line  betwene  said  Ip»- 
Widi  and  Toptfleld  :  shall  begin  at  a 
stake  nere  ye  spring  thnt  din  ids  or 
{Mils  ye  meadow  t>f  samueU  Poter 
and  Daniell  ffostor.  Mid  meadow 
lying  nare  ye  dwelUog  bome  of  dea- 
con Isanc  Comino^s  ye  said  stake 
being  about  six  rod  from  winUiropa 
westerly  t  sidd  liae  raning 
Bonth  easterly  to  ye  westward  end  of 
a  hill  called  Pains  hill  :  Ipaueing  Ed- 
ward Neallands  Dwulluig  bouse 
about  two  Bods  and  a  halfe  in  Ipe* 
wich. 

Seacondly  that  ye  notheriy  line 
betwene  said  iownes  of  Ipswich  and 
Topsfleld:  upon  inning  Uiareof  ye 
dwelling  house  of  Abigell  Pahody 
alias  Parly :  let  said  house  fall  either 
in  Ipswich  or  in  Topsfield  on  ye  run- 
ing  of  aatd  line,  she  ye  said  AbigeU 
Pcnrlv  nni\  her  said  dwelltncr  hfiusp 
she  is  now  in  posesion  of  shall  be 
and  remaine  for  ener  incladed  id 
Topsfield  bounds  in  witness  whareof 
each  Commity  haiie  here  unto  Inter 
changably  sett  to  our  hands  Tops- 
Held  title  Sleth  of  may  1697. 

John  Walnwright 

John  Whipple 

Phillip  bowler 

Joho  Deane  •„ 

ffrances  Wainwright 
Commity  for  Ipewicb. 

Thomas  Baker 

John  How 

Sammncll  Howlet 

Ephraim  Wilds 
Commity  for  Topsfield. 
Witnessis  to  said  agreeiMnt. 

Wi!!i!\m  Gidney 

Jacob  ffoster  iaoer 

Daniell  ffoeter 
CopiaVera  Compared  ateat  Bpli- 


raim  Dorman  Towoe  Clarke  for 
Topsfield.  , 

At  a  lawful!  Towne  meeting  ye 
7th  of  Spptemher  1697  3'e  Towne  did 
agree  to  make  a  new  Bridg  ouer  ye 
Riaer.  voted 

The  Towne  did  agree  that  ye  Se- 
lectmen should  apoint  ye  place  whnre 
ye  Bridg  ouer  ye  Uiuer  should  be 
made.  noted 

Capt  John  How. and  Sargt  Samnell 
Houlet  are  chose  to  sarue  cn  ye  Jury 
of  trialls  at  ye  next  County  Court  to 
be  bonlden  at  Newbary  af ler  ye  dat 
hereof.  uoted 

Vpon  coneideraHjon  yt  our  grat 
Bridg  ouer  ye  Hiuer  is  so  out  of 
Repaire  yt  it  la  agreed  apon  to  be 
made  all  uew  and  in  coiistderasyon 
yt  ye  Bridg  and  Causway  is  so  ex- 
seeding  Chargable  and  of  grate  Ben- 
nifltto  ye  C^nty:  ye  Towne  bane 
R2;reed  npon  and  hnn^  chose  Capt 
How  aud  bargt  Samuell  Houlet  to 
peteeion  to  ye  Honered  County  Court 
at  Newbary  :  next  after  ye  dat  here- 
of yt  ve  eaid  Bridg  may  be  a  County 
Bridg.  voted 

At  a  lawfull  meeting  of  ye  Towne 
of  Topsfield  ye  S7  i)t  nouember  1697 
Leiut  Thomas  Baker  and  Capt  John 
How  are  Chosen  and  tmpowered  to 
peteeion  to  Salem  Court  next  ineew- 
ing  for  alowence  towards  ye  grat 
Chrge  as  our  Towno  is  at  in  making 
a  bridg  ouer  ye  Kiuer.  uoted 

Thia  may  eartifye  whom  it  may 
oonsern :  that  where  as  T.pint  Thom- 
as Baker  John  How  and  Jacob 
Towne  weare  in  pertenorabip :  by 
order  from  ye  Towne  of  Topafteld  to 
seeck  after  incrochmcnts  upon  Tops- 
fields  rights :  and  haueing  bad  con- 
treneney  with  Capt  John  Pkitman 
aliont  aom  land  claimed  by  ye  lald 
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FDtmftii  in  T«iptfteld  boandt:  uid 

haueinp  recot:ered  it  by  law  :  and  ye 
Baid  TowDc  of  TopsSeld  hnueing  laid 
out  part  of  ye  said  laoda  for  ourowue 
proper  right :  I  Jacob  Towoe  aboue 
said  hntio  and  hereby  doe  resigoe  all 
my  right  io  ye  abotte  said  land :  to 
ye  aboue  aaid  Tbomaa  Baker  aod 
John  How  equilly  ye  conaideimaiot)  is 
sticb  that  ye  said  Baker  and  How 
shall  secure  me  from  ye  Towu  of 
Topefield  from  whnt  ye  Tofme 
dainieaof  me  a  debt  wbtleat  I 
was  in  pertenorship  with  ye  said 
Baker  aud  How  and  i  doe  hereby 
upou  ye  ooneidenwion  sboae  eidd 
freely  fully  aud  absolutely  giue  grant 
Resigne  and  set  (yiwr  for  eiier  to  ye 
aaid  Baker  and  How  all  ye  rights  yt 
I  hami  or  miflif  bane  bad  in  ye  abone 
said  land  :  for  them  equilly  to  banc 
hould  and  iniov  for  euer  without  auv 
let  hiadereuce  or  deoiall  of  me  my 
beira  or  aaigna  for  euer;  and  yt  it 
shnll  n>m:itne  to  ye  aboue  said  Baker 
aud  How  as  aboue  said  and  thare 
heires  or  asignes  for  euer  in  witnes 
hereof  I  haue  set  to  my  hand  this 
27th  of  January  169^  and  in  ye  ninth 
3'ere  of  his  Maiasties  lieigue. 

Jaoob  Towiw 
Higned  io  ye  preaaenti  of  ni  wit- 
neaaia. 

William  Smith 
ber 

Mary  X  Crocker 

markc 

Copia  Vera  Compared  atest  £pb- 
fttim  Dorman  Towne  Cbirke  for 

Topsfield. 

At  a  Ganaral!  Towne  meting  the 
1  of  march  16i^7  or  8. 

Ephralm   Dorman  waa  Oboaen 

Towne  Clarke  for  this  yere. 
Jacob  Towne  iunr   and  DanieU 


Clark  and  Capt  How  and  SUaba  Fir- 

kiiifi  and  Ephraim  Wilds  are  Choaen 
solectrnc'U  to  order  ye  prudentiall 
afairs  of  tiie  Towne  for  this  yeare 
insewing.  noted 

Joseph  Borman  is  Choaen  Cnn- 
stable  for  this  yeare  eosewlng.  noted 

Ebineser  Auerill  and  Thomas  Dor* 
man  inur  and  Thomaa  Robiion  uoA 
VViliara  Smith  are  Chosen  sirueycra 
(or  highways  for  ye  yere  ensewing. 

Qoled 

Lciut  Tbomaa  Baker  and  aaigt 
Thomas  Dormau  are  Choaen  to  seme 
on  ye  Jury  of  trialls  at  ye  next 
oonnty  Court  to  be  bonlden  at  Ipa- 
wich.  uoted 

Thomas  Pirkins  is  Chosen  gran 
Jury  man  for  ye  yeare  insewing. 

noted 

Sargt  Samuell  Howlet  aud  Sar^t 
daniell  Redington  and  Isaac  Burton 
are  chosen  tithing  men  for  ye  yeare 
ensewing.  uoted 

in  answer  to  ye  desire  of  mr  Capen 
for  ye  exchaag  of  a  titell  land  as  he 
formerly  propounded  for  in  anawer 
thare  onto  ye  Towae  hath  granted 
his  de«!irp  to  hnn»^  ye  said  land  pro- 
uided  he  layes  downe  so  much  land 
to  ye  common  on  tbia  lide  of  ye 
reoer  and  Joyneing  to  ye  common. 

noted 

Letut  Baker  and  Corplt  iobiiah 
PiiUna  arechoaen?attd  impowred  to 

call  all  ye  Constables  of  Topsfield  to 
an  aoount  forth  with  ub  nre  behind 
with  mr  Capen  iu  those  rates  as  ware 
commlted  to  ym  to  gatber  and  in  caae 

thay  neglect  to  giue  an  acount  to 
them  nnd  to  cloro  with  mr  Capen  thay 
haue  fail  power  to  t>ew  ye  Couilabies 
aa  are  negligent  in  thare  duty  on  tbat 
acount  nnd  rccoucr  it  of  them  that 
mr  Capen  may  haue  his  due  and  ye 
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taid  Collecurs  shall  doe  it  withoat 
putiDg  ye  Towoe  to  firther  charge 
Mid  make  leporte  of  Uuure  lo  doelng 
to  ye  Towne  and  all  so  to  use  raenes 
yt  Boxford  mnd  Ipswich  farmea  pa^ 
what  may  in  NMn  b«  mpiotod  from 
tbem.  noted 

Tlif  persons  after  named  npercd 
before  Leiut  Collunall  Appielou  aud 
took  Te  oath  belonging  to  thara  »- 
tpoolliio  oflloee  as  tbay  weare  cboaen 
too  on  ye  7th  day  of  march  1697-8 
uiji — Ephraim  Uormau  Tuwue  Clarke : 
JoMph  Boniuui  CoMtebto:  KUbmot 
Auerill  and  William  Smith  and 
Thomas  Dorman  serueycrs  of  high 
ways  :  Sargt  bamuel  Ho (v let  aud 
Sargt  Daoidl  Ridiogton  titbiog  men 
ratared  bj  order  nf  ye  said  Coltonall. 

Ephraim  Dorman  Clarke. 

At  a  lawful!  meeting  of  ye  pro- 
prleton  of  TopafloM  ye  8th  of  march 
16''?^.  wharefi!<  it  was  ajrreed  upon 
in  ye  yeara  1661  that  all  ye  Common 
oa  ye  south  tide  of  ye  Bluer  ebonld 
be  dlulded  esaei*  fine  hondrad  akers 
to  lye  for  nnmmon  to  p<^rpftintv : 
end  thare  being  a  small  track  of  laud 
ae  then  wee  oraered  to  be  dioided 
end  wee  not :  The  propriatora  now 
haue  agreed  yt  it  shoulil  be  diuid»'d 
aoording  to  yt  same  rule  as  thay 
deofded  ye  other  Cbmmon  eeledlald- 
ed:  that  all  yt  are  heirs  or  haue 
obtained  ye  right  of  those  as  it  was 
granted  in  ye  yeare  1661  may  inioy 
there  owne :  ooely  wbereee  tfaey  le  • 
body  of  clay  found  in  ye  said  linrl  : 
thay  doe  agree  yt  it  shall  lye  Com- 
mon to  ye  said  proprieters.  noted 
'  Lelot  Thomas  Baker  and  Corpll 
Tohiiah  Pirkins  and  mr  ZarohalK  11 
Endicut  are  chosen  to  dluid  ye  said 
track  of  Umd  aoording  to  ye  rale 
■feomenfd,  mM 


and  whareas  som  haue  made  brick 
of  ye  clay  in  yt  track  of  land  ab  doth 
beUNig  to  ye  proprietors  of  Topsfleld 
ns  is  ondiuided  Ephraim  Wilds  ia 
Chosen  by  ye  proprietors  to  sease  ye 
eaid  Brioka  exeept  ve  owner  will  com- 
ply with  ye  inid  Wilda  and  eiue  sat- 

Ttsfac'ktion  :  and  ye  snid  Wilds  hane 
power  to  agree  with  him  or  them  as 
iBMlejreeeid  Brioket  and  if  he  or 
thay  will  not  oomply  with  ye  enld 
Wilds  :  ahotjte  ye  said  Bricks  ye  said 
Wilds  hath  power  to  sew  foi  sattis- 
feotfoB  In  ye  behalf  of  ye  propneloni 
end  ihij  will  etud  by  him  tliarein. 

uoted 

We  whose  names  are  under  writen 
b^Dg  ehoeen  by  ye  Towne  to  lay  oot 

som  land  upon  exchang  by  Clark 
John  ffrencli  with  ye  Towne  ha«ie 
acordingly  dun  aa  foloweth  :  we  haue 
laide  out  to  Clarke  ffrench  four  akere 
of  land  upon  ye  hill :  which  land  was 
formerly  Samuell  Houlets  land 
boanded  at  ye  eaat  end  with  a  email 
walaat  tree  marked  and  stones  at  it: 
at  ye  wfst  end  with  n  honpo  of  stoneo 
at  ye  brow  of  ye  hill :  aU»o  a  small 
bit  of  land  of  ebuot  Sfty'vode :  at  ye 
east  end  of  said  Hoalets  orchard  ffor 
ye  which  four  akers  and  Qfty  ponies  : 
we  haue  laid  out  of  ye  said  f reuchis 
InodfoornkeM  and  fifty  polee:  ee 
foloweth  begining  at  ye  corner  of 
frenchis  pasture  fence:  to  yc  corner 
of  ye  widdow  Firkiusis  feild  :  we  iiod 
it  three  aoore  and  twelve  rode :  and 
so  Inyd  of  from  ye  said  ffrench 
next  ye  corner  from  ye  highway  to 
ye  Widdow  Pirkinsis  field :  nine  rods 
broade  and  about  two  fool  where  we 
s"t  up  a  stake  with  ?5tone8  at  it  close 
by  ye  said  Pirkinsis  fence :  and  at 
ye  highway  we  did  ye  like  {.and' 
merkd  n  niik  end  Uyd  etooeoat  ye 
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place  and  ho  we  Isyil  out  Jott  ftker 
for  aker  and  rod  for  rod. 
dat  j«  lltfa  oC  daeanbw  1697. 

John  How 
Samnel!  Ilowlet 

Copia  Vera  compared  aleat  £ph- 
raim  Dorman  TomM  Clarke  for 
Topsfleld. 

We  whose  namea  are  under  writeue 
being  apointed  by  ye  Towoe  to  Mttla 
a  line  and  to  exchang  land  iritb  Ohpt 
John  How  to  set  a  barne  upon  aoord- 
mgly  we  baue  dun  il  and  perfected 
wbatwedid  befoca  wbieh  waa  not 
well  settled  as  toloirakfa :  begining  at 
DanipH  Claris  corner  post  three  rods 
east  ward  wanting  tlae  foot:  to  a 
atakaaoda  baape  of  atoaaa  at  It: 
wbare  ye  said  Hows  fence  now 
•tands  and  from  thence  ranging 
nortberdly  six  rods  as  bis  fence  now 
ataada:  iaanefog  roome  of  abonte 
tbree  foot  betwene  his  Icauto  and  ye 
fence  to  another  stalte  nnd  a  heape 
of  stones  at  it:  it  stands  about 
twalna  foot  of  ya  aald  bame  as  it 
now  stands:  ranging  upnn  a  straight 
line  wesi  vs  ardly  to  two  whight  oakes 
growing  out  of  one  stomp :  tbat  tree 
of  thasatiro  as  stands  nest  to  ye 
fence  is  marked  and  is  ve  Twimd 
tree:  and  from  that  tree  upon  a 
atralght  line  np  to  ye  wbigbt  oaeka 
formerly  marked  by  us:  and  from 
that  wbio:ht  oackc  tree  last  named  is 
a  corner  tree  ranging  aoutbwardly 
opoD  a  ttn^clit  Itoa  to  a  baape  w 
stones  and  a  stake  standing  by  dan- 
iell  Clarkes  fence  as  witnes  our 
hands  this  2  day  of  aprill  1698. 

Jobn  Gould  senr 
Isaac  Paybody 

Copia  Vera  compared  atest  Eph- 
raim  Dorman  Towne  Clarke  for 
Topallald. 


At  a  lawfull  meeting  of  those  as 
we&re  quailified  acording  to  iaw  in 
Topiidd  on  ye  14th  day  of  may 

Leint  Thomas  Baker  is  Cboeea 
BepreeenULiue  to  sarve  iiis  Maieaty 
at  ye  next  Geoarall  Ckmit  of  elaetloii 
as  ye  law  directs  HOlad 

Boston  may  dlth  16i)7. 

Beseseued  of  mr  Joeeph  Towne 
Cooauble  of  Topsfield  tMrty  nine 
pounds  in  part  of  a  worront  for 
seaoenty  eight  poiinds  Beo^  tot 
Ifr  Jama  TaUar  Tkeaaorer  P.  Jert 
Allene. 

€39.  Copia  Vera  atest  Ephraim 
Dorman  Towne  Clarke  for  Topsfield. 

BoatOB  October  Uth  1697. 

Reseued  of  mr  Joseph  Towne  Cun- 
stflble  of  'I'opafield  by  ye  hand  of 
mr  TobiiaU  Pirkins  thirty  nine 
pooada  la  fall  of  a  worreat  for 
seauenty  eight  pounds  Reseued  for 
Mr  Jamea  Tailer  Treaaorer  P  Jar 
AUene. 

£89.  Copia  Vera  atest  Epbraba 
Dorman  Towdc  Clarke  for  TopaMd* 

Boaton  decemr  8th  1697. 

Baeeaed  of  Mr  Joseph  Towne 
Constable  of  Topsfield  by  ye  hand  of 
Mr  Daniel!  Clarke  twenty  nine  pound 
in  part  of  a  worrent  for  thirtv  six 
poQBd  Baaaved  for  Mr  Jama  Tayler 
Treaaorer  P  Jer  AUene. 

£29.  Copia  Vera  atest  Ephraim 
Dorman  Towne  Clarke  for  Topafield. 

Boetoo  January  7th  1697. 

Besened  of  mr  Joseph  Towne  Con- 
stable of  Topsfield  seauen  pound  by 
ye  hand  of  mr  John  Gould  aad  is  in 
fOU  of  a  woneot  for  thirty  six  jpoood 
Rescued  for  mr  Jama  Tajlar  TMaa* 
urer  F  Jar  Allene. 

£7.  Copia  Vera  atest  Ephraim 
Donnan  Towae  Claifca  torTaptdald. 
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Bostoo  aprill  Idth  1698. 

B«Maed  of  Mr  Joaeph  Towd*  Cod* 

stable  of  Topsfield  by  ye  hand  of 
mr  Daniel!  Chirko  forty  eitrht  pounds 
ID  full  of  a  worrout  for  forty  eight 
poonds  i^Reseoed  for  Mr  Jaois  Tay- 
nr  Treasurer  P  .Icr  Alleue. 

£48.  Copia  Vera  atest  F^phraim 
Dormaa  lownc  Clarke  for  Topt^tield. 

Rfsened  of  Joseph  Towoe  Con- 
stable of  Topsfield  fur  yc  3'care  1697 
three  pounds  two  sbilingii  for  ye 
County  Rate  which  wcr»  In  full  thare 
proporiitin  for  ye  Conuty  Rate— P 
Die  Joht)  Appleton  County  Treasurer. 

March  7:  U|  Copia  vera  atest 
Bphratm  Dorman  Towoe  Clarke  for 
TopsReld. 

To  .lost-ph  Toune  Constable  we 
doe  ordtT  you  to  pay  out  of  ye  cun- 
try  rate  to  mr  Tobilah  Pirkios  two 
pounds  two:  in  siluer  as  aoooe  as 
jou  can  conueniently. 

dat7  apnll  1697. 

Samopll  Howlet 
Daniell  UediogtOD 


Samueil  btandley 
Elleha  Plilctna 

Selectmen  of  Topsfleld. 

Reeened  in  full  ye  contents  of  this 
order  I  say  reseued  by  me  Tobiiab 
Plrfcloa  this  25th  of  October  1697. 

these  arp  triu'  ("npit  s  nf  the  order 
and  reaeight  atest  tlphrairii  Dormaa 
Towne  Clarke  for  Topsfield. 

At  a  lawfull  meting  of  ye  free 
hoiiMi  is  this  16  of  September  1698 
and  Others  slowed  by  law  of  Tops- 
6eld  in  obedience  to  a  worrent: 
Quortermaster  Tobiiab  PirklDt  aod 
CorpU  8anuiell  Standly  »rp  Chosen 
to  same  one  ye  Jury  of  trialls  at  ye 
Dext  Coonty  Court  to  be  boulden  at 
Newbary. 

At  a  Iftwftdl  meetin<r  of  ye  Towne 
of  Topbdeld  ye  21  of  ocu»ber  1698 
by  oertoe  of  an  order  of  ye  Oenarall 
Court  to  this  Towne  directed  to  send 
re  son  8  why  a  commity  may  not  com 
to  settle  a  line  betwene  Salem  farmer 
and  Topafleld :  tlie  Towne  haoe  agree* 
ed  to  aend  reaona  aoordingly.  noted 
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REOOKD  OF  DEATHS  IN  TOPSFIELD. 
1658-1800. 


COMPILED   FTIOM  TlfE   TOWN   AND  CHURCH  RECORDS  AND 
&ETUBN8  MADE  TO  THE  OOUNTT  COUBT. 


BT  GEO.  VBS.  DOW. 


George  Bunker  dyed  the  26th  of  May, 

John  Redington  Soun  of  Johu  liediugton  dyed  the 
8  [?]  of  March  1659. 

Issaack  Redington  bod  of  Abraham  Redington  dyed 
May  1659. 

A  Sonn  of  laaack  Comings  home  &  dyed  28  of  Agust 
1660. 

DamariB  daughter  of  Frances  Pabody  died  the  19 
decemb,  1660. 

Daniel  Clarke  son  of  Daniel  Clarke  dyed  tbe  17  of 
January  1660-1. 

Symon  Sonn  of  ffianoes  Batea  dyed  the  29  of  Jan 
1660-1. 

Elisabeth  daugh  s  of  George  Hadley  dyed  2  of  March 
1660-1. 

A  daughter  of  Edmond  Towne  dyed  7  of  Sept.  1661. 
Abigail  danghter  of  Oeoi^  Hadley  dyed  the  12  of 
Sept.  1661. 

John  Dorman  Son  of  Tbo.  Dorman  dyed  the  16  of 
Jannaiy  1661-2. 
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102  UCOBO  OF  OIATH8  IN  lOMFIBLD. 

The  Biilh  «NL  Death  ot  a  uouii  of  Issaack  Coiuiugt»  0  of 
Decfiub.  1662. 

The  Birth  &  Death  of  a  Sonu  of  Edmond  Towno  7 
March  1662-8. 

The  Death  of  Nathftu  Wilaa  ton  of  John  Wflw  17 
Mareh  1662-3. 

FHaUlab  the  wife  of  John  WUa  dyed  the  16*^  oi  Aprill 
1668. 

Phebye  the  wife  of  Za«)heou8  Gould  died  the  80  of 
Sept.  1668. 

EUen  Wife  of  Thomas  Donnan  Seirn'  dyed  the  27  of 
february  1667-6. 

John  lonn  to  Thomas  Perkins  dyed  the  19  of  May 
1668. 

Robert  Andrews  dyed  the  29'»  of  May  1668. 

Phebe  daugb :  of  Joseph  Towns  dyed  the  8  of  January 

Thomas  Dormau  Senior  dyed  the  25  of  Aprill  1«>7U. 
The  daughter  of  Jolm  Hovey  dyed  the  2  of  Maroh 

in70-i. 

John  Davis;  dyed  the  24th  of  december  1672. 
William  Sou  of  John  Comings  the  80th  of  March 

1672  [1673?] 

Dauiell  Sou  of  Thomas  Dormau  dyed  the  lOtb  oi 

aiiirust  1H73. 

8urah  daughter  of  Kobert  Smith  dyed  the  2d  of  August 
1673. 

John  Dorman  Sou  of  Thomas  Dormau  dyed  the  7^^  of 
November  1674. 

Miu-v  Curtice  daugh:  of  Zacheous  Curtioe  dyed  31  of 
deceml).  lt;74. 

Mary  the  wile  of  John  How  dyed  the  2***  of  March 
1676-7. 

Thomas  sou  of  John  Lane  dyed  the  6^^  of  March  1676-7. 
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Samuell  Son  of  ffinmois  Ptbody  the  18  of  September 
1677. 

Isaack  Averill  Mm  of  William  Averill  dyed  tfae  11^  of 

June  1680. 

M'  William  Perkins  dyed  the        of  May  16S2. 
Cathrou  Wakling  wife  of  Lake  dyed  the  8  febnoy 

1682-3. 

Luke  Wakling  dyed  the  18  of  ffebuary  1682-3. 

The  Death  of  Isaack  Easty  son  of  Joeeph  &  Jane 

Easty  y«  SO  of  April,  1G83. 

The  death  of  Jn'*  Town  sou  to  JoP  &  Mary  Town  y« 
29  of  Sept.  I<i83. 

The  death  of  Mary  Curtis  daughter  To  Zaocheua  & 
Mary  Curtis  y^  21  of  Odoh'  Um. 

The  death  of  Zar  rhcuu  Curtis  sou  to  Zaocheua  &  Maty 
Curtis  v«  7  of  Novemb'-  lt;83. 

Thonia.s  Perkins,  Deacon,  Died  may  7'*'  [KJ]  86. 

Prisilla  Lake  y*^  wife  of  Heury  Lake  dyed  23  Marob 
1688. 

The  death  of  Mary  daughter  of  Lieut.  John  (iouid  ii 

of  May  l()8i). 

Jacob  Pabody  seu'"  died  y*^^  24"^  of  nouember  1G89. 

The  Death  of  John  Rediugton  y«  15  November 
1690. 

The  Death  of  hannah  wife  of  Tim<^  Perkins  y*  14  of 
november  1690. 

The  death  of  John  Perkins  y«  5  of  March  1690. 

^The  death  of  Elisabeth  Perkins  y«  1  of  April  1690. 

Mary  daughter  of  Danlell  and  Damaria  Clark  dyed  on 
y*"  22  of  august  1694. 

John  son  of  John  and  Mary  Hovey  died  y*  15  of 
June  1698. 

W  William  Pirkios  sener  departed  this  life  on  y«  last 
day  of  October  1695. 
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SIOOBD  OF  DBATHS  m  TOMItBLD 


Hannah  daughter  of  Capt.  John  and  Sarah  How  De- 
parted this  Ule  1^  of  nouember  1695. 

John  Pricbet  senior  his  daughter  Elisabeth  Priehet  de- 
parted this  life  on  y*  SO***  of  nouember  l(;t>5. 

John  Priehet  senior  his  daughter  Sarah  JEVicbet  de- 
parted this  life  on  y"^^  4"'  of  december  1<)95. 

Phillip  Knite  mviF  departed  this  life  19^  auguet 
1696. 

William  son  ot  William  and  Margit  Towne  dyed  on  y^ 
26  day  of  december  1(597. 

John  Endicut  son  of  M"^  Zarobabcll  &  Grace  £lldiout 
deseased  y*"  2  day  of  tkbruary  1G97  or  8. 

Lieu*  ffrancis  Pabody  departed  this  life  on  ye  19*^ 
day  of  fabruary  IflOT  or  8. 

Damarus  daughter  of  Dauieli  and  Damaris  Clark  dyed 
on  y«  30"'  of  June  H>98. 

William  Pirkius  inner  departed  this  life  on  eight 
day  of  July  irm. 

John  sou  of  Joliu  uud  Preeilah  Curlioui*  died  on  y*  27 
of  august  1698. 

Nathan  Pirkins  dyed  on  y'^  9»»>  of  September  1699. 

Susanah  daughter  Ebineaar  and  Susannah  Averill  died 
ye  nth  of  nouember  1699. 

John  Perly  Dyed  Jane  88*  1700, 
'  John  FniDok  his  wife  drown'  bexeelf  may  13,  1701. 

Pbebe  French  dyed  on  ye  11^  of  may  1701.  [TowaS'd] . 

John  son  of  Jdin  and  Slisabeth  Hrktns  Dyed  on 
fifth  of  June  1708. 

James  Waten  Dyed  11  Septem.  1704. 

Ens.  Jacob  Towne  Departed  this  life  on  y*  27*^  di 
Novem*.  1704. 

Elisha  Perkins  Jnn'  Dyed  on  tiie  24*^  of  Deoem'.  1704. 

Mary  Peabody  y«  wife  of  Lieut,  fibinois  Peabody  De- 
parted this  Idie  on  the  9*^  of  Apprill  1705. 
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John  Willd  Sen'^  Departed  tbiu  iite  ou  the  14  of  May 

1705. 

iM;iiv  DoriiKui  the  Wile  of  Lieu^  Ephraim  Dormaii 
^  Dyed  on  14"'  of  November  1705. 

^  Deborah  Daughter  of  Thomas  uud  Marsy  Gould  Dyed 

on  y®  lO^**  Day  of  January  1706. 

Sarah  Daughter  of  John  and  Prosilah  Curtious  Dyed 
on  y«  ^19^  of  1706. 

AwPerly  Dyed  April  W  1706. 
laaao  Barton  sen'  Dyed  on  y<»  '6^  Day  of  May  1706. 
Stebens  OmnmiDgs  Dyed  by  the  bands  of  tbe  Indians 
on  the  third  Day  of  Jnly  1706. 
M' Daniel  Bomum  Departed  this  Life  on  87  dayot 
I  April!  1706. 

I  ^  Sarah  Groiild  Wife  of  Oapt.  John  Grould  departed  this 

life  on  the       Day  of  Jann'  1708-9. 
^  Anne  Daughter  of  Ivory  and  Anna  Hor^  Died  on  y* 

I  of  July  1709. 

Abigail  Daughter  of  lyoiy  and  Anna  Hovey  died  on 

y«  14^*'  of  augU8t  1709. 
Capt.  John  Gould  departed  this  life  on  the  26"^  oi 

Jany  1709-10. 
.  Samuel  son  of  ffrancis  and  Mary  Eabody  Died  on  y* 

23^  Day  of  January  1711. 
Anne  Daughter  of  Ivory  and  Anne  Hovey  Died  on  y* 

I  of  ffebnmry  1711. 

Dorcas  Hovey  y^  Wife  of  Sarg'  John  Hovey  departed 
this  life  on  the  lifth  of  Nove''  1711. 
Elisabeth  Town  y«  Wife  of  John  Town  Dyed  on  y* 
*  14"^  Day  of  Decern'- 1711. 

Hauuah  Daughter  ot  Johu  and  Prissilah  Curtis  Dyed 
on  y*^  24^*>  Day  of  octo.  1712. 

Jti-eph  Town  Sen'  Dyed  on  y*^  of  1713. 

Thomas  Howiett  Dyed  on  the  lO*"*  Day  oi  february  1713. 
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John  Town  Dyed  on  y*  S8*^  of  Mareh  1718-4. 
MaUhew  Stanley  Son  of  Samuel  Stanley  Sen'  Dyed 

on  the  16»»'  of  April  1714. 

Kathrin  Perkins  Dyed  on  the  2  '  Day  of  July  1714. 
Matthew  aon  of  Snmiiel  Stanley  Jan'  and  Maiy  his 

wife  D>-ed  on  y«  14'»'  of  Novera'^  1714. 

Prissilah  Curtis  y«  wife  of  John  Curtia  Dyed  on  the 

16»»>  of  June  1715. 
Meriam  Stanley  the  wife  of  Jacob  Stanley  Died  on  the 

10"'  Day  of  April  1716. 

Daniel  AveroU  y«  Son  of  NathauieL  Avereil  Dyed  on 
y*  sixth  Day  of  March  171iU7. 

Jiileeneii  Daughter  of  Ephrim  and  Maiy  Wilid.  de- 
ceased on  y*'  22  of  Mnvrh  1716-17. 

Sarah  Howlett  t!n  wife  of  Samuel  Hewlett  Dyed  on 
the  26^*^  Day  of  March  1717. 

Ebenezer  Avereil  Dyed  on  y^  22  Day  of  December 
1717. 

M  John  iiradstrcct  Departed  this  Life  ou  the  II  day 
of  Jenery  1717-18. 

Capt.  Thomas  Baker  Died  on  ye  18*^  Day  of  March 
1717-18. 

Fhebe  daughter  of  WiUiam  and  Pbebe  Porter  departed 
tide  lafo  on  the  S  day  of  July  1718. 
Priaillah  daughter  of     Thomas  Baker  and  Mafy  his 
'  Wife  died  on  the  17  day  of  May  1719. 

Deaoon  Samuel  Howlett  Departed  this  Life  March  y* 
11*  1780. 

Lieu*  Ephraim  Donnan  Departed  this  Life  Augnal 
85, 1781. 

Capt  Tohgah  Perkina  Departed  this  Life  on  y«  80* 
Day  of  April  1788. 

Thomas  son  of  Jaoob  and  Beheekab  Peabody  Departed 
this  Life  f  85  day  of  Sept.  1788. 
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Jonathan  Borman  Departed  thia  Life  on  3  day  of 
October  1723. 

Mercy  Daughter  of  Jacolj  Mercy  Donnan  Departed 
this  Life  on  y*"  16"'  of  July  1724. 

Quartermabloi  Ephraim  Wilides  Departed  this  Life  on 
y«  second  Day  of  Aprill  1725. 

The  Beverend  Mr.  Joseph  Capen  Departed  this  Life 
on  the  Last  Day  of  June  1725. 

Gapt.  Thomaa  Baker  y*  Died  on  the«— Day  of 
September  1725. 

Amoe  Willdea  tbe  bod  of  Ephntm  and  Maty  WiUdea 
Departed  thia  Life  on  y«  25  Day  of  July  1726. 

Bebecoa  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Hannah  Gnztia  Died 
on  j«  8'  Day  of  Deoember  1726. 

Jacob  Son  ci  Jaodb  A  Meroy  Dorman  Died  oo  y* 
Second  Day  of  July  1727. 

Damaria  Wife  of  Danfel  Oark  Departed  thia  Life  on 
r  20«b  Day  of  Sept.  1727. 

Gap*  John  How,  who  was  in  hie  92^  year  died  Decern'* 
16, 1728. 

Ensign  Amos  Donnan  died  Jan^^  16,  1726-9. 
Maiy  y«  child  of  Nieholaa  &  Keaia  Creed  died  Jtin^ 
29,  1728-9. 

Jerusha  y*  child  of  Niohotaa  &  Kesu  Creed  died  Feb. 

4,  1728-9. 

The  widow  Mary  Averell  died  March  14,  1728-9. 
Sarah  Prioherd     wife  of  John  Pricherd  died  April  26, 
1729. 

John  y«  child  of  Ephraim  and  Mary  Smith  died  May 
26,  1729. 

Joseph  y®   child  of  Joseplr  and  Martha  Bobinson 

died  May  30,  1729. 

Jonathan  y^  child  of  Jonathan  and  Elisabeth  Perkins 
died  May  31,  1729. 
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Jemima  y'  child  of  Joseph  Towne  Jim'^  and  Jemima 
died  June  24,  1729. 

Sarah  Averell  wife  of  Nathauael  Averell  died  July 
11.  1729. 

Timothy  ye  child  of  Timothy  aud  Kezia  Perkios  [died 
July  17,  1729. 

Kuth  Porter  y*  Daughter  of  William  Porter  Died  July 
20,  1729. 

Dorcas  y*^  child  of  Jacob  aod  Elisabeth  Reddiugtou 
died  Dec"  1,  1729. 

Joseph  son  of  Josepii  and  Abigail  Cumings  Died  of 
the  iSmul  i'ox  on  y®  Twenty  fourth  Day  of  Decern'^ 
1729. 

Abigail  Towuo  y'  wife  of  Joseph  Towne  Sen'  died 
Jau'-y  8,  1729-30. 

The  widow  Abigail  Cummiugs  died  of  y^  Small  Pox 
Jan'7  10, 1729-30.  . 

Dunuris  Daughter  of  Jwooh  &  Moroy  Dorman  De- 
parted thlB  Life  on  the  29^  Day  of  January  1730. 

the  widow  ElisabeMi  Perkins  died  February  6, 1729-80. 

Micall  Dwineib  wife  died  March  26,  1780. 

Micall  Coffeens  obild  died  March  27,  1730. 

Joseph  Bowerys  child  died  April  12,  1730. 

the  widow  Sarah  How  died  May  6,  1730. 

Jacob  BobinsoD  died  Not»  30,  1730. 

Richard  Towne  Child  died  Jan''  18,  1780-31. 

John  Prichard  died  Feb^  7,  1780-31. 

the  widow  Mary  Pricfaard  died  March  5,  1730-81. 

David  Gommings  Child  died  April  5,  1731. 

Jonathan  son  of  David  and  Annab  Commiiigs  Died  on 
•the  first  Day  of  Aprill  1731. 

Joseph  Dwinells  Child  died  May  3,  1731. 

Elijah  son  to  Israel  and  Mercy  Clark  Departed  this 
Life  on  ye  ninth  Day  of  May  1731. 
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Mical  Dwinells  Child  died  August  4,  1731. 
Isaac  How  of  Falmouth  died  of     Snudl  Pox  Noyenu 
ber  12^  1731. 

Joseph  Robinsons  Child  died  January  17,  1731-32. 

Nathan"  Wood  died  February  P»  1731-32. 

Nathan"  Hoods  Wife  died  March  V'  1732. 

Thomas  Bakors  Child  died  April  1**  1732. 

Joseph  Towns  Child  'lirrl  April  25%  1732, 

John  Capen  died  April  26''',  1732. 

Lydiii  How  died  May  11*'',  17H2. 

Deacon  Daniel  Reckliiigton  died  September  27"*,  1732. 

Jacol)  Estey  died  October  3,  1732. 

the  Widow  ElizalH'th  li*  IdinL'ton  iiiedOctulierS*'',  1732. 

Jacob  Tovvne  y*^  son  ot  Micali  Dwinell  Juu*^*  wife  died 
October  13,  1732. 

Josiah  Kenneys  wife  died  October  16,  1732. 

Zacheus  Perkins  died  Dec"  1732. 
.  Stephen  Fairfields  child  died  December  30,  1732. 

John  Curtice  died  February  2;^,  1732-3. 

NicholaB  Cices  child  died  April  21,  1733. 

Eliezer  Lake  died  May  22,  1733,  he  was  in  his  98** 
year  w°  he  died. 

Tobijah  Perkins's  CkM  died  October  81,  1783. 

Mioal  IhrinAtl's  Glu£l  died  Januuy  4, 1788^* 

Gap*  Joseph  Goulds  Child  died  Maieh  19, 1788-4. 

Nathan  Hoods  Child  died  May  24,  1784. 

Kaihan  Hooda  Child  died  May  26,  1784. 

Rebeokah  Perkins  the  wife  of  Thomas  Ptorkina  died 
August  18,  1734. 

Cap*  Joseph  Oonlda  Daughter  Elisabeth  died  Aqgost 
88, 1784. 

Stephen  Johnson  died  Aiignat  89,  1734. 
Sarah  How  y*  Daughter  of  Ben^  How  died  Septem- 
ber 8, 1784. 
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Ciip'JosephGoul'l^  iou  Daniel  died  September  15,1734. 
Joseph  Robinson  died  September  26,  1734. 
Klchard  Tuwneti  Daughter  Samh  died  February  1, 
1734-5. 

Keziii  Perkins  y*'  wife  of  Timothy  Perkina  Jun*^  died 
April  5,  1735. 

Pbineas  Reddiugton's  sou  Phiueas  died  May  2,  1735. 

Deacon  John  Howlett  died  September  7,  1735. 

the  widow  fikrab  Perkins  died  oo(ob«r  1*^,  1735. 

Joseph  Hooeyt  Child  died  NoTember  5*  1785. 

jMM>b  0oimui*t  Child  died  NoTember  80, 1735. 

Bieherd  Towiie*9  wife  died  Deoember  3»  1735. 

Pbebe  £nieiy  the  wife  of  Zaohariah  Smeiy  died  Deoenw 
ber  15, 1735. 

Abigail  Peebody  y«  Daughter  of  Deacon  Jaeob  Pet- 
body  died  May  18, 1786. 

Martha  Ptebody  y*  Daughter  of  Deacon  Jacob  Pea- 
body  died  June  17, 1786. 

Elinbeth  P^abody  y*  Daughter  of  Deacon  Jacob  Pea^ 
body  died  June  13, 1736. 

Sarah  Bradstreet  the  wife  of  Sam^^  Bradotreet  died 
June  19,  1736. 

Nathauael  Peabody  the  aon  of  Deacon  Jacob  Peabody 
died  June  25, 1736. 

Jacob  Dorman'a  eon  David  died  June  29,  1736. 

Susannah  Towoe  y*  wife  of  Beaja"  Towne  died  July 
5,  1736. 

Jacob  Peabody  Jun"  hia  Child  died  July  26,  1736. 
Abiel  Averell  y*  Daughter  of  y*  widow  Ann  Aveiell 
died  Aug»»  1«  1736. 
Dudley  y^  youngest  Child  of  Joseph  Peabody  died 

Joseph  y"  eldest  Child  of  Joseph  Peabody  died  Aug*^ 
y«  7""  1736. 
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Yeats  Gould  died  August  IP"  173G. 

Jacob  y«  Child  of  Joseph  Peabody  died  August  14*^  1736. 

Mnrtha  Perkins      wife  of  John  Ferkins  Jua'  died 

Angu?»t  16,  173r>. 

Natlianael  Boardman  Jun  died  Aii£rM*<t  26,  1736. 

Asa      Child  of  Jo'^iah  Konney  died  Aug"®'  31,  1736. 

Sarah  y*'  Child  of  Phiuehas  Keddiugton  died  September 
9»b  1736. 

Abigail  Boardniaii  the  Daughter  of  Nathanaei  Boardman 
died  September  13"^  1736. 

Elizabeth  Child  of  Jame^  Leslie  died  September  the 
21«  1736. 

Leu'  Tobijah  Perkin'b  Son  Tobijah  died  September  26, 
1736. 

Jonathan  y'*  Child  of  Lieu^  Tobijah  Perkins  died  Sep^ 
28,  1736. 

James  Child  of  James  Leatlie  died  September  y* 
80^  1786  end 

Edmund  y«  Child  of  Lea*  Tobyah  Ftorkine  died  abo  y* 
same  Day,  m.  on  Sep*  SO**^  1786. 

Saiah  7*  Danghtef  of  Daniel  JBeddinglon  died  October 
y«  5«»»  1786. 

Daniel  y*  Child  of  Lieu^  Tobijah  Perkins  died  October 
y  7«»  1786, 

William  y«  Child  of  W»  Perkins  died  Oetober  y«  10^ 
1788. 

Dorcas  y«  Child  of  Daniel  Beddington  died  Ootober  88, 
1788. 

Thomas  and  MargareU  Children  of  Daniel  Beddington 
died  Oetober  y«  250"  1736. 

Mary  y*  Daughter  of  John  Wildes  died  November  6, 
1786. 

Deborah  y''  child  of  William  Bogers  died  November 
y«  12*"  1736. 
Katharine  Perkins  died  November  the  16^  1786. 
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John  Wildes  son  Ef)hraini  died  November  26,  1736. 

Ephniim  Wildes  sou  to  John  &  Phebe  Wildes  Departed 
this  Life  November  y«  25,  1736. 

Abigail  More  y«  Daughter  of  Joseph  Towne's  wife  died 
December  9,  173<). 

Euiiiuc  y*-"  yuuugest  child  of  Joseph  Towiie  ;a)tl  Daniel 
eldest  sou  of  Nathanael  Porter  Juu'  died  December 
the  19»»»  1736. 

Thomas  eldest  sod  of  Ephraim  Wildes  died  Decem- 
ber 90, 1736. 

Mary  y«  wife  of  Natiuu"  Porter  Jon'  died  Decern^  88, 
1786. 

Nflthana"  y«  soil  of  Katiiaii"  Porter  Jao'  died  Decern^ 
84»  1786. 

Edmond  Towne  and  Bebeclcah  y*  younn^t  Child  of  y* 
widow  Jolmaon  died  December    85^,  1786. 

Suaannsfa  Averell  died  Deoember  y*  86*^,  1786. 

Meiy  y«  Child  of  Nathan"  Porter  Jan*^  died  Deoember 
y*  81*,  1786. 

having  purposed  (if  my  owa  Life  be  contimied)  not 
only  to  note  down  y*  Time  of  every  particular  Person's 
Death,  but  also  y"  number  of  Deaths  in  y°  year,  I  sliall 
therefore  here  give  y*  number  of  Deaths  y^  have  been 
from  year  to  year,  siooe  my  ordination  to  y^  year  1736. 
The  first  y^  died  after  ray  ordination  was  Oap^  John  How, 
December  16,  1728.   Then  in  y«  years 

1729  died  14. 

1730  died  09. 

1731  died  08. 

1732  died  14. 

1733  died  04. 

1734  died  10. 

1735  difd  09. 

1736  died  43. 
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An  Aooount  of  j«  Deaths  in    year  1737. 

Numb. 


Janoaiy 

8. 

Josiab  K<  iiiK  y, 

Januaxy 

21. 

Jeremiah  1  uwn's  child, 

Febniaiy 

7. 

Doctor  Dwinells  wife, 

Febmaiy 

15. 

The*  Howletts  Daughter  Alice, 

4t)i 

February 

24. 

Aaron  Esteys  Daughter  Abigail, 

February 

28. 

Aaron  Estcys  Daughter  Esther, 

March 

17. 

Richerd  Stephens  youngest  childf 

March 

19. 

Richard  Stevens's  mn  Will'", 

March 

23. 

Richard  Stevens's  Daughter  ^Martha, 

Util 

April 

S^. 

Thomas  Howletts  Dautrhter  Lydia, 

IQXh 

May 

VK 

Luke  Averells  Daughter  Mary, 

11"" 

and  Mari^arett  King  at  the  house 

of  M'  John  Hovey, 

12"' 

May 

3. 

Luke  Averells  son  Moses, 

la^b 

May 

7. 

Mary  Hovey  y«  wife  of  John  Hovey,  14"^ 

May 

14. 

Haruiuh  Averell, 

May 

la. 

Joseph  Boardmau, 

June 

6. 

Pheebe  How  y*  wife  of  Joseph  How,  17* 

September  10. 

Jaoob  Dorman'a  Daughter  Sarahi 

18«» 

December 

5. 

y*  widow  Sarah  Perkins, 

1»H» 

Deaths  in  y«  year  1788. 

Numb. 

Jatraaiy 

Sam>^  a  Child  y«  eon  of  Nathan" 

Hood  Jun^ 

1* 

January 

Marv'a  Childy*  Daughter  oi  Nathan 

Hood, 

2* 

Febmaiy 

Sarah  a  Child  y«  Daughter  of  Israel 

Clark, 

Maroh 

26. 

Hannah  Towue  the  wife  of  Gideon 

Towue, 

4th 
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4            •  1 

April 

26. 

Jacob  Lsteys  Child, 

a!**li 

May 

30. 

George  Bixbys  son  Enos  a  child, 

June 

19. 

Matthew  Peabody's  son  au  infant, 

7th 

August 

1. 

Sfanon  Biadfltreet, 

August 

7. 

Timothy  Perkina, 

9Ui 

AUgUSb 

19 

ijycua  acuUay  y*  i^ntugoier  oi  iiarou 

OuDuaruf 

10 

i^amaraa  an  loiani  y*  uaugnisr  oi 

ciacoD  noriuaiiy 

Deatbb  iu  y*^  year  1739. 

Jannaiy 

IS. 

leaao  Peabody  in  the  42Dd  year  of 

hia  age» 

1 

January 

33. 

Liu^  Joaeph  Dormana  Qiild, 

A 

8 

Febmaty 

1. 

Richerd  a  child,  y«  eon  of  Bicfaera 

Town, 

A 

3 

April 

81. 

Prudence  a  child  y^  Daughter  of 

Jacob  Perkins, 

4 

April 

29, 

Lur  Zacheus  Gould, 

5 

•  * 

May 

16. 

Phinehas  a  child  y*  son  of  Pbinebas 

lieddington. 

6 

June 

2. 

widow  Abisrnil  Dwinell. 

7 

June 

26. 

Sam"  an  Infant  y"  son  of  Dan  Clark, 

July 

7. 

Moses  an  inmnt  y*^  sou  of  Luke 

A  11 

Averell, 

A 

9 

Ane:ust 

1. 

Kiitn  lowne, 

10 

September 

1. 

Abuer  a  child  y°  sou  of  Thomas 

Gould  Jun"", 

11 

September  3. 

Ruth  a  child      Daughter  of  John 

Dwinell  Jiin'", 

18 

October 

2. 

J  Otoe  J  )  h  Fowns  wife, 

13 

October 

23. 

Joseph  Khodes  supposed  to  be  iu 

his  97'^*'  year, 

14 

BBOOBD  or  DEATHS  IN  TOIOTIBLD.  115 

November  18.    Micnl  D  wind  I  Jud''  hU  youngest 

Child,  an  infant,  15 

November  23.  .Jeremiah  Towns  child,  an  infant,  16 
December    8.   Abipiil  Towne,j*' Daughter  of  John 

Towue,  17 
Deoember  21.    John  Curtice  Jun'  y*^  son  of 

vvidu  v  Joanna  Curtice,  18 
December  22.   Lydia  Guukl  y"^  wife  of  Daniel 

Gould,  IS 
December  24.    Elizabeth  Towne  a  child  y*-"  Daughter 

of  Israel  Towne,  20 
December  27.    Abigail  Emerson  y^  wife  of  Jonathan 

Emerson,  21 


Deaths  in  y*  yeiir  1740. 

January     14.   Pheebe  Towue  y'  wile  of  Jacob 

Towne,  1 
Daniel  y""  aou  of  Amos  Dorman,  an 
infant,  2 
February  25.    Tho^  Bakers  youngest  child,  an  in- 
fant, 3 
Feb^        27.        widow  Marlcw  (?)  Clough,  4 
March       10.    ii^uianna  Hill  iliiiuit  y*  Daughter  of 

John  Dwinell  Jun''  5 
June  6.    Mehetabel  Peabody  y"^  wife  of  Mat- 

thew Peabody,  6 
Juos  *  21.  the  widow  Elizabeth  Goald,  7 
October  17.  the  widow  Bathsheba  Howlet,  8 
Nov"       19.  the  widow  Mehltabel  ATerell,  9 


Deaths  in  y*  year  1741. 

February     U.    Anna  y'  wife  of  David  Cumtnings, 
February  13.    Elizabeth  an  Infant  y*  Daughter  of 

David  (Jummings, 
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February  18.    Elisha  Perkins,  3 

March  11.  Mercy  Towne,  4 
May          $.   SuaaQnah  Smith  y^  Daughter  of 

Saiii»  Smith,  5 

August  10.  Dan  an  in&nt  y*  son  of  Dan  Clarke,  6 
August     II,   Sarah  a  child,  y""  Daughter  of  Jacob 

Peabody  Jun',  7 
September  17.   Anna  a  child  ye  Daughter  of  Samuel  • 

Masters  (?)  8 
September  23.   Elizabeth  a  child,  y*  Daughter  of 

Samuel  Masters  (?)  9 

October      4.   Jacob  Towne,  10 

October    81.   Dinah  y«  wife  of  Philip  Towne,  11 

November  5.  the  widow  Hannah  Abbott,  12 
December  83.   John  Dwinell  Jnn'  his  Daughter  an 

infant,  13 
December  26.   Oliver  a  child  ye  son  of  John 

Spalden,                      '  14 


Deaths  iu  y"  year  1742. 

January    28.  John  Dwinell,         •  1 

February    S.   Mary  Dwinell,  her  daughter,  an 

Infant,  2 

Februaxy  27.    Joseph  How*  3 

February  28.   John  Perkins's  son  John,  4 

May         12.   Philip  Neeland,  5 

August      24.    Joseph  Herrick  Jun%  6 

September  3.  Sarah  Dwinell,  7 
September  16.   Elisabeth  an  infant  y*  Daughter  of 

Jeremiah  Towne,  8 


Deaths  in  y*  year  1743^ 

January  19.  Edmund  Towne,  1 
February    4.    Elisabeth,  an  infant  y*  Daughter  of 

Eleazer  Gould,  2 
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May 

29. 

Lydiii,  y*  wife  of  Eleazer  Lake, 

3 

July 

3. 

Ephrnim,  ao  infant  y**  son  of  Ephraim 

Wildes, 

4 

July 

6. 

Elijah,  an  infant     son  of  Ephraim 

\\  ?  1     P  *4 

It 

o 

July 

17. 

Hanniih  Lniumueks, 

6 

August 

1  )  ti  1 1 1    V    r\t*fi/^l  of  t*Aof' 

7 

September  13. 

Jacol)  DwiueH's  youngest  Child,  an 

» 

infant, 

8 

October 

18. 

Madam  Capen  Kelict  of  y"  Kev^  m' 

Capeii, 

9 

October 

2a. 

Daniel  Reddingtons  wife, 

10 

Dfiath&  in  v*'*  ve&r  17 

February 

5. 

John  Dwinell, 

1 

April 

23. 

Jacob  Dwinell  Jon% 

2 

June 

10. 

Elisba  a  child,  y  son  of  Jacob  Feiy 

kins. 

3 

July 

13. 

Rath  ai  infant  y  Daughter  of  y* 

widow  Susanna  Dwinell, 

4 

July 

22. 

Deltorah  y*  wife  of  Bogers, 

5 

August 

*4. 

Deborah  an  infant  y**  Daughter  of 

W»  Sogers, 

6 

September  25. 

Plriscilta  Smith  f  wife  of  Sam"  Smith 

Jun% 

7 

November 

7. 

widow  Iliinnah  Clark, 

8 

November  20. 

Lieu*  Joseph  Dormans  youngest  son, 

an  infant, 

9 

Deaths  in  y  year  1745. 

March  13.  W  "  y'  son  of  Aaron  Estey,  1 
April       7.   y'  widow  Sarah  Bradstreet,  2 
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April 

14. 

Thomas  JbklLers  youu^est  child  an 

intant, 

8 

April 

S6. 

Pheebe,  a  child  v  Daughter  of  Na- 

than"  P()rt(M  Juii% 

4 

June 

3. 

Pomp,  a  Nc«rr(»  sei*vant  man  belomj^ 

ins  to  Dr»i  tor  Dexter, 

ft 

June 

15. 

Jonathan,    un    iut'ant,   y'     son  of 

• 

Nathan"  Loe, 

6 

July 

1. 

John,  an  infant,  ye  aon  of  John 

Spaldan, 

7 

July 

6. 

Elisabeth,  a  child  y  Daughter  of 

John  Batobellert 

8 

July 

18. 

Jacob  Bobinioiis  youngest  child  an 

in&nt. 

9 

August 

28. 

The  widow  Mary  Curtis  in  y*  98*^ 

year  of  her  nge. 

10 

August 

a. 

Mary  an  Infiint  y*  Daughter  of  John 

Symonds, 

11 

Oetober 

a. 

Isaac  Perlcins  two  ions,  infants,   18  A 18 

October 

80. 

Daniel  Davis,    .  * 

14 

Deatlw  iu  y*  year  1746. 

Januftry 

19. 

widow  Spalden, 

1 

Febniftry 

9* 

Dinah,  a  Negro  servant  woman  be- 

longing to  Tho"  Baker, 

8 

May 

7. 

Dorcas  a  child   v*    Daughter  oi 

Thomas  GouUl  .Inn'', 

3 

May 

31. 

Lydia  y^  wife  of  Nathan"  Averell, 

4 

July 

18. 

Nathan"  a  child  y*  son  of  Solomon 

Gould, 

5 

September 

1. 

Abigail      wife  of  John  Towne, 

6 

September  14. 

Thomas  Howlett, 

7 

December 

25. 

Elisha  Towne  Jnn'"  youngest  child. 

H  Daiiirhtcr,  an  intant. 

8 

a  Negro  Serraat  Child, 

9 
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Deaths  in    year  1747. 

Febry  14,  David  Cummings's  Daughter  an  in- 
fant, 1 

April        15.    John  y  son  of  John  Le-Favour  an 

infant,  2 

April       SI.   Abigail  an  in&nt  the  Daughter  of 

Joseph  Donna  II,  3 

May        19.   Joseph  Dwinell  who  was  drowned, 

attempting  to  swim  over  y* 
River,  4 

June         8.   Eleazer,  y*  son  of  Luke  Averell,  a 

yimth, 

June  29.  John  Hoods  Daughter,  an  infant,  6 
August       5.   Sam"  a  child,  y*  son  of  George 

Dwinell,  7 
September  18.  Simon  Bradstreet  Jun**  8 
September  24.  John  an  infant  son  of  Elisba  Cum- 

mings,  9 
October  V  Tho*  Dwinell,  10 
October  7.  widow  Marj  Griffin,  11 
October  29.  PriscilU  Griffintb,  12 
November   '6,   Ruth,  Daughter  of  £osign  Daniel 

Gould,  13 
November   8.   Lydia  Daughter  of  £nsign  Daniel 

Gonld,  14 
November  22.  :i  youth,  son  of  Ensign  Dan- 

iel (rould,  15 

December  10.    Benjamin  h  child,  son  of  y  widow 

Esther  Hixhy,  16 

December  15.   John  nn  infant,  sou  of  John  Perkins 

Third,  17 

December  16.    Benjamin  n  child,  son  of  Thomas 

Gould  Jun**,  18 
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December  25.   Klizaheth  a  child,  Daughter  of  John 

Perkius,  Third,  10 

Three  Negro  Gbildreo  also  died 


(29 


Deaths  in  y  vear  1746. 


Jaouaiy    1.   Joseph,  an  infant  sou  of  John  & 

Hannah,  wile  tit  David  Balch,  2 
January    2«    Meix-v,  a  child  Daughter  of  Tho* 

Gould,  Jun"",  3 
January     5.   David  a  Child,  eon  of  John  Perkins, 

Jim',  4 
January     9.    Jethro,  a  Child  son  of  John  Perkins, 

Jun',  5 
January   16.    Kuth  a  yuuii*^  womau  Daughter  of 

Luke  Averell,  6 
January  17.   Timothy,  a  child  son  of  John  Perkins 

Jan%  7 
Janaaiy  24.  Joseph  Hodgskins  a  youth  8 
January  24.   Mary,  Daughter  of  G^p^  Tobijah 

Perkins,  9 
Febrnuy  4.  Elijah,  son  of  Luke  Averell,  10 
February  22.  Lieu^  Dormans  youngest  Chikl  an 

in&nt^  11 
March      6.  Benjamin  Bizby's  youngest  Child  an 

infant,  12 
May  25.  Lydia  wife  of  Mical  Coffeen,  13 
May  81*  John,  son  of  Richeid  Gould,  an  infant,  t4 
June  24.  Mary  wife  of  Israel  Herriok,  15 
July  12.  Sam"  Smith,  16 
August     9«   Lydia  a  child  Daughter  of  Elesaer 

Lake  Jun',  17 
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August 

U. 

bumuell   a  child  sou  of  George 

Dwinell, 

18 

September  25. 

Jusiepli  a  child  y'  sou  of  Israel 

Herrick, 

19 

September  30. 

Elizabeth  wife  of  Joseph  Herrick, 

20 

October 

3. 

Esther  Perkins   who  died   in  an 

instunt  by  fiillinsf  into  ;i  will, 

21 

October 

22. 

Hulduh  uti  infant  Daughter  of 

Eleazer  Gould, 

22 

Oetober 

30. 

Nathan"  Hood, 

23 

DMember  19. 

Jesse  Dorman, 

24 

Deaths  in  y  year  17 id. 

JTsittHiinr 

18 

Daniel  Clark, 

1 

1. 

Huldah,  an  infimt,  Daogihter  of 

Nathan*'  Hood, 

2 

16. 

Nathai^Capen, 

a 

Februaiy 

U. 

John  Hoods  son  an  infiuit. 

4 

March 

2. 

Jemima  wife  of  John  Perkins  Jun*" 

5 

April 

9. 

Gheorge  Dwinells  Child,  an  infant. 

6 

April 

24. 

Elizalieth,  wife  of  Solomon  Gould, 

7 

June 

25. 

Jonatlian  Perkins  killed  by  £ming 

from  a  chimney, 

8 

June 

29. 

Anna,  Daughter  of  Cap^  Joseph 

Gould, 

9 

July 

24. 

Deacon  Jacob  Pcabody, 

10 

August 

11. 

Abigail  wife  of  Nathau"  Boardmau, 

11 

Sep'" 

2, 

Susanna  Averill, 

12 

Septem*" 

6. 

Elizabeth  a  Child  Daughter  of  Cor- 

neliu?'  Raich, 

13 

Sept*"" 

11. 

Josei)h  flenick. 

14 

Sept^' 

21. 

Jacob  Dwinells  youngest  Child,  an 

infant, 

15 
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September  28.  Mary  a  obiM ,  y*  Daiif;hter  of  Joseph 

HoTey  and  16 
ComeliuB  an  infant  aon  of  Comeliiii 

Balch,  17 
Vfov^        5.  Bichard  Maiihalla  ehild  A  18 

BeiQ"  Woodtury'a  wife,  19 
November  il,  Arobelaoa  a  child,  aon  of  DaYid 

Towne,  80 
December   6.   GeoMur  a  Negro  Serv^  man  belonging 

to  Aaron  Estey,  21 
Decemb''  20.  Cornelius  Balob.  82 
December  84.   Arcbelaus  a  youth  y*  son  of  Sam" 

Perkins  23 


Deaths  in  y^  year  1750. 

January    25.  widow  Martha  Balehs  son  Joseph  1 

  88.  Israel  CUrka  Daughter  Sarah,  2 

  80"».        Towne  in  bis  92d  year,  8 

March       4.  Nathan"  Hoods  son,  an  iniknt,  4 

March      22.  widow  Deborah  Dorman,  5 

June        15.  Bobert  Perkins,  6 

June        22.  John  Perkins,  7 

June        29.  Daniel  Beddington,  8 

July        14.  Gecnge  Dwinell,  9 

September  5.  Sam*^  Tutoo  free  indian,  10 

September  6.  Lydia,  Second  wife  of  Tho*  Perkins,  11 

September  27.  Cap<  John  Wildes,  12 

NoY"        22.  George,  nn  infant  son  of  y*  widow 

Hannah  Dwinell,  18 


Deaths  in  y*  year  ^751. 

April  3,    Nathuuiel  Averell,  1 

May         31.    John  Hovey,  2 
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■Julv 

15 

Diivid  An  iiilWiit  aaii  nf  Chn*  ThnmftA 

ItitkAi* 

Sept" 

7. 

Aaron  Hubbard* 

4 

Nov"" 

5. 

widow  Matgaret  Towne, 

5 

Nov" 

17, 

Nath"  Hoods  son,  an  infant, 

e 

December 

2. 

Elisha  Perkins, 

7 

December 

8. 

Benj"  Woodburys  Daughter,  an  in- 

fant. 

$ 

December 

18. 

Timothy  PerkinH, 

9 

December 

31. 

Joseph  Peahodya  wife. 

10 

Deaths  in  y*'  year  1752. 

Jauuury 

5. 

Nuthnn"  Porters  wife  Eleanor, 

1 

January 

13. 

Joseph  Cuiumiogs  youugeiit  sou,  aa 

infant. 

2 

February 

24. 

Timoiliy  Perkins, 

S 

March 

12. 

Ebciiezer  son  to  Aohii  iic  Elizabeth 

Emerson,  an  infuul, 

4 

April 

5. 

Elishii  iin  infant  son  of  y*"  widow 

Lucy  Perkins^, 

5 

May 

17. 

widow  Elizabeth  Perlctns, 

6 

June 

89. 

^omaa  Gould  in  his  Eighty  Six  year 

7 

July 

5. 

Joseph  Edwards, 

6 

July 

9. 

Samson  a  Negn>  serv^  Boy  belonging 

to  Dea"*"  Bixby, 

9 

Not" 

Charity  y*"  wife  of  D'  Dwinell, 

10 

December  7**. 

Jacob   Robinson  Jan'  who  was 

drowneil, 

11 

1753. 

March       6.   Sam"  a  ynuth  son  of  Israel  Clarke,  1 
March        7.   Bethsheba  a  young  person.  Daugh- 
ter of  Israel  Clark  A  the  same 
day  who  dyed,  2 


r 

Digrtized  by  Google 


124 


KEGORD  OF  DEATHS  IN  TOFSFIELD 


Huldah  an  Infant  Daughter  of  John 


Hf*a  j1  fit  l*A 

0 

WlUuW  AClMSKHU  allllvUy 

A 

IT, 

«ia<jOD  Jjwineiis  cnua  an  iniAuV} 

X 
9 

97 

luiizauculf  WI10  fji  JSiiioBor  vrouiUi 

tt 
u 

v/up  tnjoopn  urouiuy 

7 

April 

•lonn  uouias  youn^vBi  V/Oiicif  an  iMr 

lanit 

fi 

Anvil 

11 

jmoviiiH  wuiUf  xiCTitifw  ui  v/np^  vu* 

sepn  urouiQi 

Q 

AnnI 

XVa 

<i  villi  ^xuuuo  yuiiiisewv  vuiiuy  mi  ui* 

Tanc» 

1 A 

April 

1  7 

ijieu*  (loaepn  lAirinaut 

tt 
XX 

Anrit 

Apm 

OA 

uyuia  i.'oimanf 

19 
xs 

A  niril 

S7 

Xv 

May 

4> 

i>iury  JL/Owaeii  s  vyQiici)  an  inianiif 

X4 

axay 

Q 

1  ri8Giiiii  irciioouy} 

1 0 

May 

jiiuenezer,  »oii  01  tiacoo  xvoDinsoni 

XO 

JXUIj 

Ssiiit       Xi^augoror  01  Oain  xownv 

17 

July 

2. 

widow  Susanna  Wilkins, 

18 

Tnlv 

vUiy 

jaCOO    vtOUKI    ^?(>I1   TO    jaCOD  ijrOUlU 

iinu  r^iisuijeui  Oii9  t v  lie  x/eparKea 

nil?;  J^lIC. 

A  11  ^ti  af* 

7 

yjOTuatiih    It  tiiuo  >tii  iiiitiiii,  ovsx  01 

•Tiipnlt  T?(iliIn'<Mn  .Tnii'   *i  \'niiiior  mftn 

drowiieU  ut  y  Eastward, 

21 

1754. 

Janiiary 

widow  Cre,e, 

1 

Jauuary 

Kichard  Gould  sou  to  Jacob  iiad 

Elizabeth  Gould  Departed  this  life. 

2 

February 

John  Kmerson  Juii"^  who  died  at 

Haverhill,  iu  y'"  26'^  year  of  bis 
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i'         XI               A         ¥"1*  1 

age,  sou   ot  John  &  Liizabetb 

Lmerson, 

3 

May 

Asa  Cree,  a  youth. 

4 

J  line 

Joshua  Bixby,  an  aged  luun. 

5 

Nov" 

20. 

Uzziel  Kea, 

6 

1755. 

Janmiry 

31. 

1 

June 

7. 

Joseph  Peabody, 
Nathan"  Hood, 

2 

June 

8. 

3 

September  12. 

widow  Ruth  Donnan, 

4 

October 

23. 

Elizabeth  wife  of  John  Hood, 

5 

October 

28. 

widow  Prudence  Boardmaa, 
Mical  Dwinell    Jonathan  Bedding- 
ton,  Jaoob  Dorroan,  Jun'  &  Jere- 
miah  Qallop  who  died  in  y*  war 

6 

10 

1756. 

Januaiy 

11. 

Lii,  an  Infant  son  of  David  FTichera, 

1 

Februaiy 

22. 

widow  Amee  Towne  [widow  of  Jo- 
sepb  Towne,  aged  87  years  10 

months] , 

2 

,  March 

Tho*  Edwards. 

8 

April 

3^. 

Mercy,  wife  of  Israel  Clarke, 

4 

April 

12. 

Hepzibah  wife  ot  Joseph  Andrew, 

5 

April 

15»»'. 

John  Willard, 

6 

April 

22<i. 

Joseph  Andrew, 

7 

April 

25"'. 

John  Clarke, 

8 

July 

Susanna  a  child  the  Daughter  of 
Nathan  Hood, 

9 

Octol)er 

12"'. 

EnoB  Tow  no, 

10 

October 

20'K 

Diuab,  wife  of  Tho*  Perkins  3*', 

11 
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Norember  13.  Dorothy  a  Child,  Dtnghter  of  y 

widow  Dorothy  Fricberd, 
Sam"  Mastin,  Sual^  Tapley  A  Da- 
vid Fricherd  who  died  in  y*  war. 


1757 

January  .  4***.    Deborah  «  child  Daughter  of  Mat- 
thew PenlM)dy, 
JaDuary     5**^.    Margaret  wife  of  Sam  '  Perkins, 
January  12'^'*.    Molly  n  child  Daughter  of  >iathau ' 

Low 

February  24"'.    Mary  a  ohiKl.  Daughter  of  y*  widow 

;Mary  Clark  Jun'' 
May       fS^.    Joseph  Towne, 
June      15^.   Ruth  a  child  Daughter  of  Sam" 

Phippen, 

July       14t>>.   Jacob  Willdes  Departed  thia  Life  at 

fort  Edward. 

July       31»t.   Hannah  a  child,  Daughter  of  Tho* 

Symondu, 

September  lO***.  Caleb  an  Infant  eon  of  Arahekna 

Bea, 

in  y*  war  y'  died  aleo  in  year 
1757.  Joee|di  Edwards,  Tho* 
Perkins  Jun'  A  Sam"  flfaratin  w^ 
makes  y*     amount  to 


1758. 

March       7^"^.    Nathan"  Bourdmau  au  aged  man, 
March       8*^.    NaLliau    Poller  im  ajred  man, 
April        4"*.    Hannah  an  Infant  Daughter  of  Joseph 

Cumings  Jun*^  of  Ipswich  but  died 

in  Topsfield, 
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April 

22. 

Jedidiah  an  Infant  son  of  Elieser 

Gould, 

4 

May 

17. 

Widow  Mary  Wiklos  imaged  woman. 

5 

June 

22. 

Lieu^  Nfitliaii  Porter, 

6 

Aogiist 

23. 

Huinpliery  Clark    son  to  y'  wid<* 

Mary  Clark  Departed  this  Life  in 

the  Public  Serues.  . 

7 

September 

4. 

Eno!4  an  liiCaiit  son  of  Benj"'  Bixby, 

8 

October 

11. 

W"*  Jeu-elts  child  an  Infant, 

9 

November 

7. 

Abiiraii  i>ix()V  an  a<rod  woman, 

10 

NoveiDber  I'd. 

Micall  a  child  sou  ot  Bartiiolouiew 

Dwinell, 

11 

November  18. 

Jacob  Perkins  an  aged  man, 

12 

Those  y'  died  in  r  war  froui  Homt' 

y*  year  were  Arclielaus  Dwiiicll, 

Jabez     Townc,    Jun',  Dudlc}' 

Perkins,  and  Arthur  Browne  which 

makets  y*  N<>  amount  to 

16 

1759. 

Jaauaiy 

21. 

Deacon  Ivory  Hovey, 

1 

April 

1. 

Tho*  an  infiuit  son  of  David  Balch 

Jan% 

2 

April 

U. 

Asa  Bradstreet,  a  young  man, 

8 

Aaron  Hovey,  about  middle  age. 

4 

May 

S*. 

Hehetabel  an  Inftnt,  y*  Daughter 

of  John  Peabody, 

5 

May 

21. 

Sarah  a  child,  Daughter  of  John  A 

Elizabeth  Emerson, 

6 

May 

29. 

Jedidiah  an  in£mt  son  of  James 

Burch, 

7 

May 

31. 

Robert,  an  Infant  son  of  Bobert 

Perkins, 

8 
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June 

1 

Xa 

4cxuig<ui«     till     juittuL    x^nu^uwi  \jt 

9 

Juue 

K 
O* 

xlUl^nll  UU  llllnUii  UnUQUWk  Ul  vaviiu 

1 )  wind] 

10 

June 

11 

.Tpminiii  M  chilli   iitiiidilAr  nT  7nfi^ 

o 

U 

Juue 

IlrtfVMi^  'in  ItW»*Ti^"    I  )ii iKvKf ^t*  rif  ^^lin^ 

(irfjiilfl  •Tun'" 

villi  • 

'  t 

12 

Juue 

Hiiiznuoraj  itu  xmiiiiir  XJuU^uWk  \ti 

13 

June 

TjvdiA.  fl  flhilii  TiAiicfhtfiP  of  v*  widow 

« 

Lydia  Towne, 

14 

vuiy 

7. 

Bebeckah  an  Infant  Daughter  of 

Tho*  Perkins, 

15 

July 

29. 

Rebf  ckab  a  child » Daughter  of  Enoch 

Perkins, 

16 

October 

20. 

Elizabeth  Dwinell,  aged  woman 

17 

Kovemb*^ 

19. 

Abigail  Gallop, 

18 

Two  lilaclcs,  1 

;i9 

20 

Anno  Domini,  I7fii). 

January- 

14. 

Elijah  Bradstreet, 

1 

February 

12. 

widow  Abigail  Pool,  in  her  97*^* 

yenr, 

2 

March 

5. 

Arc  I  u- la  us  Kenneys  wife. 

3 

March 

6. 

Archelaus  Kenneys  child,  an  iu£Emt, 

4 

May 

5. 

John  Batchellors  wife, 

5 

August 

18. 

a  seiv^  child  belonging  to  Hugb 

Lyiide, 

6 

September 

4. 

Joseph  Cumnim^  (  ?)  a  youth  sou  of 

y*  widow  Mary  Clarlv,  Jun' 

7 

also  Uiree  infants,  born  at  a  Birth  J 

8 

children  of  Tho>  Perkins,  Jun%  1 

9 
10 
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September  28.    wUlow  Huiinah  Towne,  11 

October     27.    Exix  riencc  Towne,  12 

October     28.    John  VVilUes.  13 

Nov*'          6.    Cap^  Benj'"  Tuwiies  wife  Mary,  14 

Nov"*'         16.    Zac'heus  Robinson,  :i  youth,  15 

Nov"'  20.  Saruh  wife  of  Joshua  Tuwiic  Ju',  16 
Nov**        27.    Moses  Hovey,  a  youth  who  died  w^** 

Small  Pox,  17 
Decern*'      7.   John  Cbapman  who  also  died  of  y* 

Small  Pox,  18 
Those  who  died  from  Home  in  y* 

Army. 

Joseph  Smith,  19 

Jamet  Burch,  20 

Nathan"  Boardman,  21 

lerael  Dwinell,  22 

One  Black,  28 


Anno  Domini,  1761. 
May        24.   Susanna,  a  young  woman.  Daughter 

of  Tho»  Perkins,  1 
June        18.   Sarah  a  child.  Daughter  of  Joeepb 

Gould,  2 
June  22.  Mary,  Daughter  of  Mical  Holdgate  3 
June        24.   Widow  Maiy  Symonda  an  aged 

woman,  4 
September  28.    Mary,  a  'cbild  Daughter  of  Stephen 

Synionds,  5 
September  39.    B^  ttey  a  youngPerauu  Daughter  of 

Elijah  Porter,  6 
Octo^''  12.  Isaac  Cumings  an  aged  man,  7 
Nov*"^  1.    Sarah  Towne  an  aged  woman,  8 

Nov>"        19.    Widow  Uaouah  Uerrick,  9 
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December  23'*.   Dorothy  Clark    Daughter   to  the 

Wife  of  Capt.  Beuj»  Towne  De- 
parted this  life.  10 

Deceui'"     24.    Mical  Dwineil,  Etatis  Ul,  11 


Aiuu)  l>(jijiini,  17G2, 


January  11. 
May  16. 
July  21. 
l>ecember  1. 
December  15. 
December  80. 


•Joshua  Towne  an  aged  luuu,  1 

Elizabeth  wife  of  Elisha  Towne,  2 

Otbniel  Tbonms  child  an  infant,  3 

Sam"  Brftdstreet,  4 

Eusign  Solomon  Gou!d>  5 
Annft  an  infknt  Daogbter  of  Tbo' 

Gould  Jan',  6 

One  Black,  7 


Anno  Domini,  1763. 
February  SI*   widow  Sarah  Kittery  an  aged  woman, 
March      15.   Maiy  Cree  a  young  woman, 
March      25.   John  Davis  an  aged  man. 
May  3.   widow  Maxy  GK>uld  an  aged  woman, 

September  2.   Moees  a  young  man,  aon  of  Simon 

Gould, 

October    31.   Enoch  a  child,  eon  of  Enoch  PerlciaB, 


Anno  Domini,  1764. 


January  22. 
February  7. 
February  16. 


Israel  an  Infiint  son  of  Cap^  Xho* 

CummingB, 
Mary  wife  of  Philip  Neeland  Jun' 

middle  aged  woniiin, 
widow  Dorothy   Kiggn   an  aged 

woman, 


1 
2 
3 
4 

5 
6 


1 
2 
3 
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February 

24. 

Sam'^  Perkins  an  elderly  man, 

4 

March 

22. 

WilliHm  a  young  Person  son  of  John 

Balch, 

5 

April 

9. 

Ruth  a  child,  Daughter  of  y^  widow 

Kebekah  Gould, 

6 

April 

15. 

Lucy  wife  of  Mical  DwineU  an  aged 

woman, 

7 

Miiy 

9. 

Abigail  a  child.  Daughter   of  y*" 

widow  Abii^nil  Potter, 

8 

July 

3. 

Elizalieth  wife  of  S;nn '  Towne, 

August 

17. 

Hantifih  wife  of  John  PealKHly,  who 

died  about  middle  age, 

10 

Septeui^jer  24. 

Dan  Clai  kc  Jun'  u  young  man  who 

died  suddenlv, 

11 

November  12. 

Elijah  Clarke  a  younsf  married  man. 

12 

November 

19. 

Amos  piou  of  John  Le-Favour, 

13 

November 

20. 

Hannah  Daughter  of  Solomon  Dodge, 

14 

November  25. 

Dun  Clarke  an  elderly  man, 

15 

Anno  Domini,  1765. 

February 

21. 

Richer^  Towne  an  aged  man. 

1 

March 

6. 

Elijah  son  of  Abraham  Hobbs, 

2 

March 

22. 

Israel,  son  of  Tho*  Perkins  Jun% 

3 

April 

2. 

Cornitt  David  Camming  an  aged 

man. 

4 

May 

4. 

widow  Abigail  Hood  an  Elderly 

woman. 

5 

May 

87. 

Stephen  Commings  a  young  man 

who  died  Comming  home  from 

sea. 

6 

June 

17. 

Nathan"  Towne  an  elderly  man, 

7 

'  August 

7. 

widow  Abigail  Potter, 

a 

Septenilier 

3. 

Cap^  Thomas  Cummingt*, 

9 
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September  oO.    widow   Pheebe  Wiides   au  aged 

woman, 

October     iiO.    8aruh  ii  child,  Daughter  of  John 

Le-Favour, 

December  26.   an  infant  child,  son  of  Asa  Smith, 
December  31.   Mary  wife  of  Asa  Smith, 
One  Black, 


Anno  Domini,  176(). 
March        6.    an  infant,  son  of  Enoch  Perkins 
April         1.   Solomon  an  Infant,  son  of  Dan" 

Averell, 

Augast     29.   Joseph  Hovey  Jun'  a  student  of  y 

College, 

September  13.    Widow  Susanna  Curumings  in  y 

September  30.    Sarah    Ilovey    a    3'oung  woman 

Daughter  of  y"  widow  Sarah 
Hovey, 

October  6.  An  Infant,  child  of  Davis  HowletL, 
November  17.    Merc  y  wife  of  Jacob  Dormaii  au 

aged  woman, 
December  11.    Deacon  Dan  '  Gould  an  aged  man, 


Anno  Domini  1767. 
January     4.    Elizabeth  a  child,  Daughter  of  John 

May, 

February    6,    Mary,  Wiie  of  Deacon  £ixby,  au 

aged  woman, 
Ajiril  3.    Ephraim  Wildes  au  aged  Man, 

May  6,    Dorothy,  wife,  of  Nathan"  Averill 

JunS 
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June  13.  Sftnb,  wife  of  JeremUh  Towne  Jua',  5 
September  15.  Ruth  an  lo&nt,  Daughter  of  Dan" 

Hood.  6 
September  16.   Joseph   a  youth,  eon  of  Ensign 

Joseph  Gould,  7 
November  18.   Hannah  Willard,  an  aged  woman,  8 


Anno  Domini,  1768. 

April         16.    Dudley  Smiths  child,  au  Infant,  1 

April  19.  Mary,  wife  of  Nehemiah  Herrick,  2 
May         27.    Lydia,    an   Infant,   Daughter  of 

Abraham  Hobbs  Jun'",  3 

July         12.    Eunice,  Daughter  of  Cap'  Boardman,  4 

NoTember  24.    Josiah,  an  infant,  son  of  Xho'  Moor,  5 

One  Black,  6 


Anno  Domini,  1769. 
Maich       12.    Lydia  Pricherd,  a  young  woman,  1 
April        15.    Richerd  Cree,  a  middle  aged  man, 

who  was  drowiided,  S 
April        24.    Abigail,  a  young  Woman  y  Daugh- 
ter of  John  &  Eliz'^'*  Emerson,  3 
May         22.    Sarah,  wife  of  Palatiab  Cummings,  a 

middle  aged  woman,  4 
Septemlier  25.  David  Baloh,  an  aged  man,  5 
December  11.       Jacob  Dorman,  an  aged  man,  6 


Anno  Domini,  1770. 
January    23.   Abigail  an  infant.  Daughter  of  Pela- 

tiah  Cdmminga,  died  in  Wenham,  1 
Januaiy    28.  Jacob  Foeter,  a  young  man,  2 
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March 

27. 

Widow  Jemima  Bointon  an  aged 

Woman*  died  very  suddenly. 

3 

April 

27. 

iV  laow  ijydia  otanley  an  aged  Vv  oman 

4 

died  very  suddenly^ 

June 

14. 

Kieherd,  aoo  of  David  Balch, 

5 

September  19. 

Mical  Dwrnell  an  aged  man  who  died 

suddenly. 

6 

Auuo  JJomiui 

i,  1771. 

Jauuary 

28. 

John  Boardmau  Juii'  a  youusr  mau 

1 

February 

2. 

Lieu^  Thomas  Gould 

2 

John  Batceler,  both  ajjed  men. 

3 

March 

7. 

Philip  ^\'cl:iiul ,  nil  Aizex]  man. 

4 

March 

9. 

Joseph  KiiieicsOii,  a  youth, 

5 

April 

19. 

Abraham  Hobbs  Jun**  his  youngest 

child, 

6 

April 

25. 

Hannah,  an  Infant  Dauzbter  of 

Josenh  Perkins. 

7 

April 

29. 

Eliezer  Lake,  an  aired  man, 

8 

May 

15. 

an  In&nt,  Daughter  of  Be^j"*  Fisk 

9 

May 

18. 

Sam'*  Towne.  an  ased  man.  who  was 

• 

drownded. 

10 

Also      same  Day  died  Priscilla  a 

Daughter  of  Isaac  Hobbs, 

11 

Aiiguat 

22. 

y*  widow  Martha  Perkins,  an  aged 

Woman. 

12 

October 

5. 

Widow  Abigail  Oummings  an  aged 

Woman, 

13 

NoTeml/ 

10. 

an  Infant,  son  of  Stephen  Adams, 

14 

BeoemlT 

24. 

an  Infant,  son  of  John  Dwinell, 

15 

Anno  Domini,  1772. 
J anuary    31.    W  i dow  £1  iza  beth  Reddingtou  an  aged 

Woman, 
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Febnimry 

11. 

Cap*  Benjutuin  Towne  an  aged  man, 

2 

FebmaTy 

13. 

M«rcy   Gould,  a  youii<r  Womau, 

Daughter  of     Widow  Mary  Gtould  3 

March 

19. 

Widrrw  Mary  Neelaud,  an  aged 

Woman, 

4 

March 

2:^. 

Xathan  Hood  Jun%  near  middle  age. 

5 

May 

1. 

Benj'"  Fisk,  a  young  married  man, 

6 

May 

6. 

A  Negro  child. 

7 

May 

13. 

Widow  Mrtrv  Hnhbnrd,   an  ajjed 

"Woman  who  died  very  suddenly 

8 

Jtmo 

23. 

An  iiit'aiit,  son  of  David  Towne  Jun% 

9 

f]  n !  V 

13. 

All  liifiiiit,  son  ot  .Joloi  iiood, 

10 

isovember  2G. 

widow  Elizubetli  Perkins,  an  aged 

womuu, 

11 

December 

25. 

Kuth  Dodge  an  elderly  Womau, 

12 

Auuo 
March 
March 


Augut»t 

Septemb"^ 

NovemlKir 

Deeeniber 


December  26. 
December  28. 


Domini,  1773. 
8.   An  Infant,  son  of  EliEubeth  Peabody,  1 
Sarah,  a  young  manied  Woman, 
wife  of  W'"  Fessenden,  A.M.  A 
grammar  Sehool-Maater  of  y*  Town,  2 
Anna  Towne,  a  young  woman,  3 
Oliver  Towne,  h  young  married  man,  4 
Zilpah,  a  Xeo:ro  Woman,  5 
the  Widow  Abigail  Dorman  an  aged 

Woman,  6 
Katlmrin  Perkins,  an  elderly  woman 

who  died  sndd<-idy,  7 
Cap^  Tobijah  Perkins  an  aged  ^lan 
wbo  died  very  suddenly,  8 


22. 


30. 
26. 

3. 

9. 


Anno  Domini,  1774. 
Jaimary    19*    Aaron,  an  infant,  80U  of  Stephen 

Perkiua  Juii', 
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January  29. 


February  26. 

March  23. 


April 

May 

July 
July 


14. 

15. 
5. 

ll"*. 


August  30. 
Sep(f  23. 
NoYember  15. 
KoTember  20. 
December  23. 

Decemb^  81. 


Mehetabel,  an  itifaut.  Daughter  of 
Jn''  Perkins  3'^  &» 

Enoch  Perkins  a  middle  aged  man, 
who  died  very  suddenly, 

Elizabeth,  an  as:ed  Woman,  Relict 
of  Cap'  Tobijah  Perkins, 

Heury,  a  child,  son  of  Henry  Brad- 
street, 

Widow  Mary  Dwinell,  who  died 
ftttddenly  a  vety  aged  Woman,  up- 
wards of  90  years, 

Bebekah  Perkins,  a  middle  aged 
Woman, 

Lieu*  John  Lampson  who  Died  very 
Suddenly, 

The  Bey"^  M'.  John  Emerson  De- 
parted this  Life  Aged  67  years, 
five  months,  and  four  days.  He 
was  Ordained  November  27*^  1728. 

Becca  a  Child  of  John  Gould  Juner, 

Thomas  Gould  his  Maoy, 

Hephzibah  Galop  wife  of  Wl'^  Galop, 

Elesibatb  Gkilop  a  young  woman, 

Susannah  Bradstrett  wif  of  Simon 
Bradstrett, 

John  Batch, 


3 


6 


8 


9 

10 
11 
12 
13 

14 
15 


Anno  Domini,  lllf). 
Janunrj'      9.    An  Infant  Child  of  Stephan  Adams,  1 
April       14.   An  Infant  Child  of  Sam'  Smith,  2 

  the  widow  Mary  Rea  an  ageed  woman,  3 

— —  the  widow  Mary  Lake  an  ageed  woman,  4 

— — —  Benj"  Kimball  a  student  of  Harvcrd 

Colledtje  son  of  Jacob  Kimball 
Died  the  19"'  Aug'  1775,  5 
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September  7.  A  Child  of  Zebelnn  Perkins,  6 
Samuel  Kimball  sod  of  Jacob  Kimball  Died  Sep^ 

10"'  1775,  7 
Enos  Towne  son  of  Stephen  Towne  Jn'  Departed 

this  Life  9'^  Sep'  1775,  3 
Esther  Hood  Daughter  of  John  Uood  Departed 

this  Life  Sep*  1775,  9 
Daniel  Bixhy  Departed  this  l>ifo  22*^  Sep'  1775,  10 
Elisabeth  Gould  wife  of  Johti  Gould  Jn*^  Departed 

this  Life  the  18'"  OctM 775,  11 
A  Child  of  Joseph  IVrkins,  12 
Elijah  Porter  Esq'  Departed  this  Life  17*''  Dec' 

1775,  13 
Daniel  Hood  son  of  Daniel  Hood  Depiirted  this 

Life  Oct^  1775,  14 


The  A\'i(l.  Hdwurds  an  aged  %voman  Departed  this 
Life  Jiui>  16"  177(!,  1 

Meheteble  Broadstreel  and  Lucy  Hroadstreet  Dafters 
of  John  Broadstreet  Booth  Departed  tlds  Life  Jan-  2 
uury  29,  3 

Nehemiah  Towne  a  Child  of  Nehemiah  Towne  De- 
parted this  Life  febuary  10,  1776,  4 

faildah  Hood  Daughter  of  John  Hood  Departed 
this  Life  febmary  y  18, 1776,  5 

William  Balch  aon  of  David  Baloh  Departed  this 
Life  february  y«  36, 1^76,  3 

Daniel  GUrk  aon  of  Daniel  Clark  Departed  this  Life 
february  2d,  1776,  7 

William  Perkins  an  aged  man  who  Died  Suddenly 
febmary  29,  1776,  3 

the  WIddow  Kittle  an  Aged  woman  Died  March 
y*  7  [she  was  the  widow  of  Samuel  Kettell  of 
Charieatown]  9 
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the  widdow  Anna  Hovey  au  Agod  Woman  who 
died  Sudenly  March  y*  10,  10 

Elijah  Cl.'uk  a  Child  of  Daniel  Clark  who  died 
March  y'  14,  il 
Lucy  Hood  Daughter  of  Daniel  Hood  died  March  31 ,  1^ 
Luke  Auril  Died  Apnl  16,  13 
Tamma  Wilds  Dafter  of  Amos  Wilds  died  Aj^Nll 
y''  17,  U 

Piiscilla  I'ci  kius  Daughter  of  Stephen  Perkins 
Jiiner  Died  April  y"  19,  1776,  15 

Ebenezer  Baker  a  Child  of  John  Baker  Junr  Died 
April  24,  16 

A  ChQd  of  M'  BriDdleoom  Belonging  to  Marble- 
heed  died  May  6,  17 

Judab  Marah  an  aged  woman  of  Marblehead  died 
May  y^  24,  18 

Sarah  Bizby  wife  of  Deacoa  Oeoi^  Bixby  who 
Died  Jne  the  80  1776,  19 

Pradenee  Ireland  an  aged  woman  who  Died  Juljr 

r  19. 

Ceasar  a  Negro  leruent  of  Thomas  Perkins  Jus' 
who  Died  Jnljr  24,  21 

an  Infiint  Child  of  Jaeob  Kimball  August  y  29,  82 

Martha  Perkins  wife  of  Thomas  Perkins  Junr  who 
Died  September  4%  83 

Elizabeth  Bixby  who  Died  Septeml)er  18,  84 

Sarah  a  Child  of  Bobert  Balch  who  Died  October 
y-  10"',  25 

Nathaniel  Dorman  a  middle  aged  man  who  died 
October  the  13"',  86 

Pellityah  Commings  a  younge  man  who  died 
October  27,  27 

Richard  a  Cliild  of  Comelioos  Balch  who  Died 
Nonember  1*",  28 
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an  infant  Child  Abrahum  liobbs  juuer  Nouember  13, 
Two  intent  Children  being  Twins  of  John  Peabody 
Departed  this  Life  December  27^'*  1776. 


An  Infunt  male  Child  of  Ephnim  Towiie  Jun' 

Departed  this  Life  Januaiy  the  8"'  1777, 

An  Infent  Child,  son  of  Bfsiy  Bixby  Departed  thb 
Life  April  IS***  1777, 

Lydia  Daughter  of  Nath"  FUk,  May  16, 
William  Perkins  h  young  num  Departed  this  Life 
on  y  18^  day  of  June  1777. 

Samuel  Bradstreet  Departed  this  Life  July  6"'  1777, 
Ruth  Bradstreet  Relict  Widdow  of  Samuel  Brad- 
street,  Departed  this  Life  on  the  25^  day  of  July, 
1777, 

Mary  Perkius  Daughter  of  Stephen  Perkins  De- 
parted this  Life  the  la"'  of  August  1777  in  the  27'" 
year  of  her  age. 

September  7"'.    Jacob  Batcrheller  son  of  John  and 

Lydia  Batclieller  Departed  this 

Lite  and  the, 
14   of  September  Ann  Batcheller  Daughter  of  John 
&  Lydia  Batcheller  dri  u  ted  this  Life,  . 

Cap*  Thomas  Bakei  Departed  this  Life  on  the  16"' 

day  of  September  177  7. 

Septomber2P^  Zebulun  Perkins  son  of  Zebulun  and 

Mary  l^erkins  Departed  this  Life 
and, 

September  23**.  Unice  the  daughter  of  Zebulun  & 

Mary  Perkins  Departed  this  Life, 
August    IP.   Esther  the  daughter  of  John  and 

Ester  Dwinell  Departed  this  Life. 

She  died  vith  the  Small  Poz. 

ought  to  hare  been  entred  before, 
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Septembor  28^.   Huldth  Bndftreet  Daughter  of 

John  ft  Eliiab«tli  Bndftreet 
Departed  this  Life.  14 

October  the  l'^.  Jacob  Ferkina  Departed  thta  Life,  15 

Ootober     7*^.   Esther  the  wife  of  Phillip  Towne 

Departed  this  Life.  16 
Blaiy  Perltina  the  Daughter  of 
Stephen  Perkins  and  Unloe  his 
wife  Departed  this  I^ife  IB^  of 
August  which  should  have  been 
entered  before.  17 
Aholiab  Gould  son  to  Eliezer  Gould 
Departed  thi?!  Life  on  the  8  day 
of  October  1777  being  killed  by 
a  Ctinnon  IniII  ut  the  taking 
Bei^oyns  armey  in  the  Ninteeoth 
yeur  of  h\»  age,  18 

October     16^*    John  Dwinell  son  of  John  and  Es- 
ther Dwinell  Departed  this  lite  19 
and  in  tho  18"'  dtiy  their  daugh- 
ter Mehetabell  Departed  this  life  20 

October     19"*.    Marey  the  wife  of  David  Perkins 

Departed  thif*  life  21 

October     18"*.    Lucy  the  Daughter  of  John  and 

Lucy  Peabody  Departed  this  lile  22 

October     20*^.    Departed    this  Lite  M'  Matthew 

Peabody,  uud  Sarah  his  wife  and 
El>enpzer  Peabody  son  of  John 
and  LiM  V  l*eai)o<ly  all  three  in 
oiu-  (]ay  iiiit]  under  one  roof,  and 
was*  all  three  bury"^  at  one  time, 
M*"  Peabody  and  his  wife  was 
both  laid  iu  one  ^ruvc.  25 

November  25**",  1777.  Departed  this  Life  Joseph  son 

of  Cap*  Nehemiah  Herrick.  26 
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Beoember  Ij^*^.   l^ehemiHh  sod  of  Cap^  Nebemiah 

Henrick.  27 


JaDoaiy  7"",  1778.  Departed  this  life  An  Infent  Child 

Diiughter  of  Phillip  Mackinze.  1 
February  Sarah  Daughter  of  Paletiah  Cam- 

niiiigs.  8 
April  15**'.  the  widow  Hunnuh  Towne.  3 
Jnlj         23"^.   Sarah  Daughter  of  David  Xowne 

Jun'.  4 
Jane  28*^,  1778.   Departed  thia  Life  Deacon  John 

Gould,  he  represented  the  town 
at  the  General  Court  at  the 
same  time  he  died  with  the 
suiatl  pox  at  Watertown  5 
Angoit       20^.    David  Tovrae  Departed  this  life.  (> 
September  21*^.  Joshua  Croe  departed  thia  Life.  7 
October      2">.   Esther  Lynd  departed  this  Life  8 

the  same  day  OcV  Benjamin 
son  of  Samuel  Smith  Jun^  De- 
parted thia  life.  9 
October  y  12*^.   Emeraon  a  Child  The  Son  of 

Thomas  Hodgdon  Departed  thia 
Life.  10 
Sarah  a  Child  of  Daniel  Porter 

departed  this  Life.  11 
Dinna  a  Negro  woman  servant  of 

Mrs.  Porter  departed  thia  life.  12 
William  aon  of  Ollyer  Perkina 
Departed  this  Life.  18 
October  28<  1778.  Jamea  a  Son  of  Daniel  Porter  De- 
parted thia  Life.  14 


October 

1?*. 

October 

18*. 

October 

19* 

14t 
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November  23, 1778.  Cap*  John  Dodge  of  Brookfield 

heiug  ill  town  on  a  visit  at 
the  Honte  of  M'  Solomon 
Dodges,  he  went  to  bed  ia 
the  evening  in  a  Gomfoitahle 
State  of  health  for  a  man  of 
bis  age,  hat  was  found  dead 
in  hia  bed  in  the  morniqg,  h» 
was  about  85  yean  of  age.  15 


February 5'"  1779.  the  Widow  ?:iis:i1)ath  L4Uxipsoa 

Departed  this  T,ife. 

May  24"*,  1779.    Amos  Wildes  dei)arted  this  Ule, 

he  died  willi  the  small  pox. 

June     7"'  1779.    Loin  Wildes  diiujr'it(  r  of  Amos 

and  HBminh  ^^  iUit'.»*  departed 
this  Life.  Siio  also  died  with 
thu  SiuuU  pox. 

September  11"*.    .\n  Itifent  Child  of  Zacheus  Gould, 

Juii'". 

Decern'.  20 1779.    IlMiuiaii  Wildes  relict  widow  of 

Amos  Wililos,  departed  this  life 
in  u  sudden  surprising  man- 
ner, by  means  of  her  own  using. 

John  Perkins  an  a^red  man. 
Widow  Rehekah  Peabody  a  very 

Hired  woman. 
Cap'  dohn  Boardm;;n  in  something 
of  a  sudden  &  uuexpected  man- 
ner. 

Sarah  Towne  a  very  aged  womaji. 
An  infant  child  of  Abraham  Hobbs, 
Jun% 


Feb?  7^  1780. 
March  12. 

April  7. 


April  9*. 
May  18. 
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June 

28. 

Dinah,  a  negro  woman  aamnt  of 

Philip  Kneeliind. 

June 

29. 

The  widow  Sarah  Baker«  a  woman 

in  years. 

July 

10. 

An  infant  child  of  Moses  Conant. 

Aug* 

19. 

Priscilln   wife    of  Cap*  Joseph 

Curaniings.    The  siuiie  day  a 

negro  man  belonging  to  John 

Balch. 

10. 

A  yoiiDfr  child  of  Nathan  Fisk. 

Not' 

20. 

All  infant  child  of  John  Dwinell. 

Decern' 

19. 

Mary  Foster,  an  a<^ed  jiersou,  a 

nioniher  of  Chh.    But  resident 

in  y  pariah  of  Linebrook. 

Jan' 

7,  1781. 

Deacon  Steplien  Foster  about  71 

years  of  age. 

Jan. 

15. 

The  widow  Eliz*'  Perkins*  an  aged 

woman. 

Feb. 

11. 

Theophilus  Fisk   an  aged  man. 

March 

22. 

The  widow  Elizabeth  Bradstreet, 

a  very  apod  person,  &  y*  only 

BUiriviug  daughter  of  y*  Rev' 

Gapen,  the  third  onlained 

paator  of  this  Chh. 

March 

29. 

Prisdlk  daughter  of  Jaeob  AyerelL 

July 

Philip  Towne  an  aged  person. 

July 

20. 

A  ohild  of  Nathiinael  Qould. 

July 

22. 

Sarah  wife  of  John  Oumminga. 

Aug* 

5. 

David  aon  of  John  Goold. 

Aug* 

17, 

Gap^  Nathanael  Averelt  an  aged  person. 

Aug* 

20. 

Hannah,  wife  of  Stephen  Perkins 

Jun'. 
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An<r*  26.    A  child  of  John  Gouid,  Jun^ 

Au^^'  29.    Elizjibeth  wife  of  Joseph  Towne. 

^p'^  24.    An  infant  child  of  Bishop  Norton  ot 

Newburyport. 
Nov**  15.    Thoripjs  Wiie.s  of  a  lethargy. 

Nov  It*.    The  widow  Mary  Perkina  a  very  aged 

jtr'son. 

Decern.        18.    Susiiiina  daughter  of  Samuel  Smith 

Jim""  ab*  18  yeui-s  of  age  in  a  very 
sudden  &  unexpected  manner. 


May  ap» 

1782. 

A  child  of  Nnthanael  Smith. 

May 

31. 

A  child  of  Israel  Clark. 

June 

10. 

Eliza^  wife  of  Nathan  Hood,  in  a  very 

sudden  manner. 

Oct«^ 

SB. 

Theziah,  <hiugbter  of  Amos  Perkins,  a 

young  person. 

Nov 

22. 

William  Perkins^  a  single  man,  about 

60  years  of  ago. 

Decern' 

11. 

The  widow  Mary  Towne  in  a  sudden 

manner. 

Decern' 

21. 

A  negro  girl  of  Cap'  Nehemiah  Herrick. 

Jan7  31, 

1788. 

A  child  of  Gap^  Nehemiah  Herrick. 

Feb. 

12. 

An  infant  child  of  Enos  Gallop. 

April 

21. 

Aaron  Estey  in  y*  85  year  of  his  age. 

April 

26. 

The  widow  Hannah  Bachelor,  in  y* 

80*  year  of  her  age. 

May 

3. 

Deacon  George  Bixby  in  the  92  year 

of  his  age. 

July 

11. 

Nathan  Wildes  about  70  years  of  age, 

of  a  complication  of  disorders. 
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Nov 

25. 

Doctor  Kichanl  Dexter,  of  a  putrid 

fever.    Aged  71. 

Decem*^ 

23. 

Widow  Hephzibah  Wildea  of  a  con- 

sumption. 

Decern' 

28. 

Widow  Abigail  Fowler  of  a  cancer. 

Aged  84. 

Jan'  15, 

1784. 

An  infant  child  of  John  Gould. 

Jau^ 

23. 

Widow  Jeniuuii  Fisk.  Aged 

Feb? 

20. 

Miriam,  wife  of  Nehemmh  Hemck,  of 

a  consumption.   Aged  37. 

March 

15. 

A  child  of  David  Hobbs,  still  bom. 

April 

29. 

Widow  Mary  Gould,  of  a  complica"  of 

disorders.  Aged  73. 

May 

26. 

Lydia  Symons,  of  a  consumption. 

Aged  66. 

June 

3*. 

Jeremiah  Perley  in  a  very  sudden  man- 

ner  (aged  35)  occasioned  by  a  part 
of  a  tianie  for  a  barn  giving  way,  at 
the  tiT)\o  of  raising.  A  considerable 
number  were  wounded  at  tlie  same 
time,  tbo'  but  few  received  any  ma- 
terial injury. 

Sep*"  IG.    Jacob  Dwinuell  of  a  Dropsy.  Aged  70. 

Oct"  1"'.    Priscilla,  wife  of  Nathaniel  Herrick. 

Aged  32. 

Oct'  4"'.  .  Betty  wife  of  David  Balch  Tertius,  of 

a  consumption,  ^t.  22. 
Decern'"        26.    Sarah  Avereil,  a  single  person. 


Febf  26,    1735.    Anna  wife  of  John  Baker  of  a  cancer. 

Aged  66. 

April  7.    An  infant  child  of  Amos  Hood* 
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May  21.    An  infniil  cliild  of  David  Perkins  Jun^. 

June  4,    Widow  Hanuah  Averell  of  a  consump- 

tion,   A  "red  75. 
June  2o.    A  child  of  Samsou,  a  negro  man,  a 

year  old. 

July  1.    A  child  of  Roger  Baich,  3  weeks  old. 

Sep""  7.    Jeremy  Averill. 

Oct.  1.    Molly,  wife  of  Dan'  Gould,  ^t.  34. 

Oct.  10.   Aaron,  son  of  David  Balch,  Jan*. 

Oct.  16.   Joseph  Attdnws. 

Nov.  14.   Samuel  Smith  Esq'  of  an  apoplexy,  72. 

Decern^         4.   Molly,  an  iufiint,  daughter  of  Daniel 

Gould. 


Feb>  21,    1786.    Sara  (iould,  a  single  perswin. 
March  4.    Thomus  rerkins. 

March  27.    Abra'"  Hobba  of  a  Dropsy.   J£t,  67. 

July  8.   Abigail  wife  of  Stephen  Foster,  Con- 

sump",  46. 

$ep>^  25.   Widow  Martha  Clarke  of  a  putrid 

fever.  Mt,  84. 


Jau>  21,    1787.    An  ittfant,  daughter  of  Duvid  Balcb, 

A])ril  17.    David  Baloh  of  a  palsy.   JEt,  73. 

May  21.    An  infant,  daughturof  Aaron  Kueelaud. 

June  25.    Elisha  Willes,  Complication  of  dis- 

orders. JEt.  67. 
Decem>^        15.   Rhoda,  wife  of  David  Hobbe. 


Jan>  25,    1788.    Simon  Bradstreet.    .Et.  84. 
Jan>  4^1.    Joshua  Tovviie,  of  an  inflamatory  fever. 

J^t,  65  years. 
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March         1**.    P0II3',  <laii<rhter  of  Elisba  Perkins. 

Cnnker-raish.  J¥A.  2  years  &  ^. 
March  26.    Anna,  wife  of  Israel  Clarke. 

April  15.    Jacob,  an  infant  st»n  of  John  Dwinell. 

April  17.    John  Perkins  Juu'  of  a  Scarlet  Fev. 

31. 

Oct.  7.    ii.iiitiuh    wife    of  Deacon  Solomon 

Dodge. 

Oct.  19.   Josiab  Sou  of  Joislah  Lamsou. 


December  20^  1788.    Eattr  Qonld,  widow  of  Detcon 

Jobii  Gould.  2St.  71. 


Nov.  24^  A.D.  1789.   Israel  Clark,  aged  6^. 


Bfarcii  19^  A.D.  1790.  Maiy  Perkioi,  Beliet  of  Cap^ 

John  Perkina.  Aged  76, 


March 

Bebeccs  Foster,  Belict  of  Deaoou  Ste* 

pben  Foster.  Aged  75. 

April 

M"  £lizal>eth  Emenon,  Widow  of  y« 

PlCV,  John  Emerson.  Aged  81. 

April 

Uannali  Goald  wife  of  Nathaniel  Gould. 

.Et  34. 

May 

Daniel  Esty  Jr.  iEt.  21. 

May 

Nathaniel  Bragg.  ^:t.  88. 

May 

22. 

M"  Averill  Widrvw'  of  Cap'  Avenll 

deceased.  .Kt.  84. 

July 

Israel  Clark.  .Kt.  58. 

Ocf 

5»^ 

Docf  Joseph  Bradstreet.    Aged  . 

•  23<J. 

Cap*  Stephen  Perkins.  Aged  64. 

Nov. 

Mehitalile  Kimball   Diuiiihter  of  M*" 

Jacob  Kimball.  Aged  '62  [Total  11]. 


Digitized  by  Google 


148 


BBCX>BD  OF  DEATHS  IN  T0F8FIBLD. 


Jan.  l*t  A.D.  1791.    Sally  Gould  wife  of  Johu  Gould  3** 

aged  . 

Jan.  lO***.    Thomas  Symonds.   ML  80. 

March        30'*^.         Cummins  Wife  of  Joseph  Cummins. 

June  0^^,    M""^  Lucy  Cleaveland  wife  of  Nehemiah 

Cleavchmd  Esq'.  JEt.  29. 
June         14*.    Jacoh  Averell.   ^Et.  88. 

July         la"*.   Stephen  Fofltcr.  Mt,  . 

Sep*  9^,   AnQftHobbs.  Widow.  JEt.  6S. 

Oct'  4«^.   Widow  PoHer.  iEt.  81.    [Total  8]. 


Jan.  11"»  A.D.  171 

92.    A  child  of  Oliver  Perkins. 

Jan 

A  child  of  Jac(>b  Towne  Jun'". 

April 

"^^^~» 

Bebeca  Gould  wife  of  Zacheus  Gould. 

.i:t.  70. 

May 

4"'. 

Nathan  Hood.  .¥A.  87. 

July 

Bobert,  a  child  of  Robert  Lake.  Aged 

3  years. 

David,  a  child  of  Johu  Gould.  Aged  2 

years. 

July 

22'^ 

M"^  Ann;i  Cummings,  Widow  of  Kev** 

Jr>sr']ih  CuuiiningS.   ^t.  38. 

Aug*'' 

Samsoil,  H  neirni  man.  Mt.  60. 

Sept. 

Prisciila  Kiiiil>all  Daughter  oi  Jacob 

Kimball  ^Et.  27'^ 

Ocf^ 

The  Widow  Hovey.  Mt.  72. 

Oct' 

l4»^ 

A  Child  of  Asehel  Huntington. 

Decern  l>er 

M'"^  Cummings  Wife  of  Cap'  Thomas 

Cummings.  ^-Et.  — . 

December 

7th, 

M*"  Prisi'illa  Kimball,  wife  of  M'.  Ja- 

cob  Kimball,  ^t.  — . 


January  2^,  1793.      Zacoheud  Gould.  JEL  75 
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April   .   Anna  Wallis,  ^t.  73. 

June   .       Batnun.  iBt.  16. 

Aug*   •   Achildof  JohnPerkina,  Jn'.  Drowned 

^  JBt,  6  yean. 

Sept.   .   M**  Gould  wife  of  Simon  Qould»  quite 

aged. 

Sept         10^.   M'  Ephraim  Towne  JEk.  68. 

Oof   .    Asa  Bradstreet.  iEt.  25.  Killed  by  y* 

WlieeU  of  a  loaded  Waggon  which 
passed  over  his  bead. 

■'  A  child  of  Dudley  Wildea,  infiut. 


January       1794.  Betay  Perkina  Daughter  of  Amoa  Per- 

kina.  ^t.  29. 
Jan.         27*>'.   Nathan  Perkina.  ^t.  64. 

Feb.   .   A  child  of  John  Perkina,  Jn^ 

March         I*'.    Widow  Rebecca  Balch.  ^t.  60. 
April  Oap^  Joaeph  Cunimtnga*  iGt.  101. 

Ili^y   .   John  Cree.  iBt.  78. 

June         21*^   Widow  Dornum. 

— — — <-  M"  Symonda. 

December.  A  child  of  Aaa  Perkina.  3  y*"  old. 

Feb.  18,  1795.  Lake.  ^Et.  Or). 

March  2'^    Jemima  Fisk.  ^Et.  46. 

April         25*''.    Lydia  Kimball.  JEl.  22. 

April        27^.    Experience  a  child  of  Nebe^Cleaveland. 

May         13*^.   The  Widow  Ruat.  ^.90. 

June  2<i.   Benjamin  Bixby,  J^  Aged  17  yeara. 

Humphry,  a  aon  of  Zaooheua  Qonld. 
Aged  two  &  half  yeara. 

  A  child  of  Stephen  Perley  9^  JEt,  5 

yeara. 
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June         22'*.   OliTer,  a  son  of  Simcm  Gould,  J^ 

Aged  5  yean. 
July         lif^.   Joshua  Gonant.  ^t.  15  y». 
July         15^,   A  child  of  Elijah  Gould.  JEi,  5  months. 
July         19«».   A  child  of  Elijah  Gould.  iEt.  i4  y-*. 
Auff«»         21«*.    Cornelius  Balch.  ^t.  45. 
Aug''  80^  &  Sept.  I*'.    Two  children  of  Joseph  Cree 

one  aged  three,  &     other  five 
yean.    Both  buried  at  once. 
Sept.  4^   John  Cree,  a  child  of  Joseph  Cree. 

iEt,  short  of  a  year. 
Oct'  14"».    A  child  of  John  Perkins,  J'. 

Tlieabovc  rhikh  r n  &  youth  who  have 

died  since  Juno       Died  with  y® 

Scarlatina  Anginasa. 
Oct'  ST*"*.    Abruhiiin  Foster,  ^t.  77.    In  usual 

health,  fainted  &  Died  in  a  moment. 
Oct'  29*^    A  son  of  the  Widow  Towne  Aged  ten 

yeaiH  —  of  y*-'  bCiirletina. 
Deoomh^     17^*^.    John  Perkins  of  u  lingering  iiluess. 

^t.  74. 

Duccmb''     20*^.  Rhodew  u  native  of  Marhlehead, 

found  Dead  in  y  in  Ueld.    ^Et.  52. 


March  29^,  1796.  Elieser  Lake.  JEL  67  years. 

  Samuel  Oummiiigs.  ^t.  64  years. 

  A  child  of  Thomas  Tenney.  JEX*  5 

years. 

April         5*^.   Betsey  Gould,  m  22. 

April  7^.    Phillip  Eneeland.  M%.  82  years. 

April        11^.   Nehemiah,  son  of  Nebemiah  Cleveland, 

a  Child  Mt,  3  years.  Scarlatina. 

May  8^.   Hannah  Moore.  JEi,  20  years.  Con- 

sumption. 


HBOOHD  OF  DEATHS  IK  TOJPSFOLD. 


151 


July   ,   A  child  of  Joius  Meniam  JEIL  8 

monfhs* 

Aogiiat      11*^.   A  child  of  Simon  Gould  7 

moBtha.  Scftrldina. 

Sopt.         90>.   A  child  of  Dasiel  Bordnum  Mlt>  8 

jmn,  Scarlctina. 

Oct'  29^.   Stephen  Porkins.  ^.50.  Dliac  Fu- 

sion. 

Nov^  20"'.    David  Kimball  ^t.  24.   Putrid  fever. 

DeoemV     ll'^.    William  Perkins  ^t.  38.  Conaumption. 


June  14*^  1797.   John  Ren,  aged  67  years  Dropay. 
June         28«.   Priaoilla  Smith  Widdow  of  8am»  Smith 

Eaq'  Deceased,  ^t.  88. 
[The  aboye  b  leoorded  May  97, 1797, 

on  Town  Beoorda.] 
Sep^  9^.   M»  Aven»ll  Wife  of  Elijah  ATorell. 

Mi.  86  yeara. 
Oof  Ky*.  John  Lamaon.  JBit.  70  yeara. 
  Two  iniSint,  twin  children  of  Moeea 

Ayerall. 

Nov*  M**  Cumminga  Wife  of  Jonathan  Cum- 

miDgs. 

M»  Eliaabeth  wife  of  M'  Jonathan 
Ciimmings  departed  this  life  October 
20^  1797  aged  69  yeara. 


.  February  21"*,  1798.  A  child  of  Joseph  Qonld.  iBt.  one 

year. 

Died  at  Topsfield  on  the  17^  day  of 
May  1798  at  the  dwelling  house  of 
Daniel  Baloh*  Jacob  CSale  aged  about 
16  yeara  a  Native  of  Edenton  in 
North  Carolina. 
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July  25^.  John  Balch  ^t.  59.  veiy  suddenly. 

July  29^.   Bfiwea  A^ereU.  iEt.  29. 

Sept'  John  Le  Favour,  ^t.  81. 

Oct'  Plummer.  iBt.  86. 

Not  M'  Plummer. 

Deoemb^  Widdow  Kesia  Dunnel.  ^.80. 


January  24"'  1799.  A  child  of  Sylvaniis  Willes.  JFX.  3  y\ 
January       28'^    A  child  of  Israel  Rca.  A^A.  2  years. 
Feb.  16^h.    The  wife  of  Eluathan  Hubbard.  JEU 

50  years. 

Feby  20"'.    Abigail  Towno  sister  of  David  and 

Josoph  Tow  lie.  ^t.  56. 
March         17^'  .    An  Infant  child  of  Joseph  Gould,  Jur. 
May  22'^.    Widdow   Priscilla    Avcrell   -^Et.  94 

yoarH. 

Sept'  22^.    A  child  of  Abraham  Hobbs,  J"^  ^Et.  3 

months. 

Oct'  27.    Ephraim  Townc,  Ju'.  ^t.  21  years. 

Nov.  9**^.    Richard  an  infant  child  of  John  Hood, 

J'. 


May  8,     1800.   Black  child  belonging  to  Nnntz.  M,.  2 

years. 

May         12^.   M**  Elisabeth  Towne,  wife  of  Jacob 

Towne.  68. 

June         12*^.   A  child  of  Thomas  Perkins.  JEi,  8. 

June         24*".   John  Crinant,  suddenly.  JSt.  32. 

June         29<".   Widdow  Buth  Cree.  Mi,  71. 

July  21"*.    An  infant  child  of  Enos  Lake  >  rp^i^g 

Aug**  6^*^.    An  infant  child  of  Enos  Lake  > 

Aug*(  9**".   Widdow  Sarah  Towne,  Relict  of  Eph- 

raim Towne.  Mt.  72. 
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July  Ad  infant  ohild  belonging  to  AbnP 

Hobbe,  Jr. 

Aug*'         2S.  Natbaniol  Foater.  Mi,  87. 

Sept'        2(F.   laaao  Averell,  J^  A.M.   Oandidate  for 

the  ininistiy.   Waa  under  a  oall  ^ 
obb.  in  Brookfield  aonfth  pariah. 

The  1"*  Day  of  Oct'  waa  appointed 

for  his  ordination.    .SSi,  83. 
SeptF  89.   Fanny  Perley  Daughter  of  Stephen 

Perley.  ^t,  13. 
October      12^.   Gatharine  Wildea.  d6. 
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LrCttera  From  a  Gold  Hunter. 

OAUiOBmA  MimAtM  AMD  OOBUfFOHDVHOB  OV  DAVID  LAU  OF  TdPSPIKLD, 

MAM.,  lDftS*16ft5. 


Edited  bx  Gso.  f  bs.  Dow. 


In  the  spring  of  1846,  Sfta  Fkttneto* 

00  on  the  Californian  coast  was  a 
villasfe  of  about  seven  hundred 
mbabitauts,  aud  boasted  of  two 
weekly  newepapers,  the  **CAlifoit> 
nian"  and  the  '-ralifornm  Stnr." 
On  the  loth  of  March  of  that  yv^r 
the  former  printed  a  short  paragraph 
eaying  that  gold  had  been  discov- 
ered at  Sutter's  mill  on  the  Ameri- 
can river.  The  news  received  but 
passing  attention  at  the  time  but 
soon  came  accounts  of  tlie  inereaslng 
prodnetion  of  gold  nnd  men  began 
to  leave  for  the  mines  in  hagp  nam- 
bera.  Bj  tbe  middle  of  Jone  the 
news  bad  spread  over  the  whole 
territory,  and  stores,  workshops, 
wives  and  even  fields  of  ripened 
grain  were  left  to  cafe  for  them- 
selves. 

The  Pacific  seaports  were  soon 
filled  with  the  contagion  of  gold 
exeltement,  bat  it  was  not  nntll  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  that  the  news 
reached  the  Atlai]tic  sea  hoard,  and 
even  then  it  was  received  with  but 
littile  credence^  bnt  the  arrival  of 
large  amoants  of  "dust"  at  Panama 
and  New  York  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  winter,  put  an  end  to  all  doubt 
and  eaased  a  rash  of  mlgrati<Mi 
unparalleled  in  modem  history. 
Bomor  had  it,  and  tbe  newspapers  of 
the  day  conltrmed  tbe  story,  that  tbe 
Tidleys  and  ravinea  of  the  Pacific 
oonst  showed  the  preeeooe  of  vest 


deposite  of  noggets  and  pertlolee 

of  pure  gold.  Any  man  who  could 
wield  R  ]>!ek  and  shovel  and  a  tin 
pan  fur  washing  tbe  dirt  was  sure  of 
a  fortune.  The  wildest  excitement 
prevailed  throughout  the  country  and 
every  city  and  town  furnished  its 
quota  of  feverish  gold  seekers.  Men 
of  nil  ages  and  occupations  joined  in 
the  mad  rush  for  autldcu  wealth. 

The  adventurers  had  several  routes 
from  which  to  dwose.  Those  from 
New  England  and  the  Middte  States 
generally  went  by  sailing  vessel  via 
Cape  Horn :  those  from  the  8oathem 
8tfttee  ehoee  the  Jethmos  of  Panama, 
or  MezioOk  while  the  Western 
pioneers  braved  the  perils  and  hard- 
ships of  the  prairie  trails  and  Rocky 
Moontnfai  paasee.  Tbe  Essex  oonnl^ 
men  in  the  early  stages  of  the  rush 
almost  without  exception  went  via 
the  Cape  in  small  sailing  ves8<;ls 
from  Newbnryport  <Mr  Boston. 
Schooners,  brigs,  sailing  vessels  of  all 
a^es  and  conditions  were  trans* 
formed  by  a  coat  of  puiul,  and  after 
fitting  out  for  the  long  voyage  sailed 
witti  full  passenger  lists,  too  often  in 
tbe  direction  of  misery,  shipwreck 
and  death. 

The  first  to  go  from  Topefleld  were 
the  hrotlicrs  Coiistantine  and  Alfred 
SioKenzie  and  Nathauiel  Foster,  tbe 
first  two  sailing  from  Boston  Nov. 
13,  1849  in  the  B.  L.  Allen,  a 
soboonw  of  only  150  tone*  C^pt. 
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Isaac  Morgan,  afterwards  of  this 
town,  commaDder,  while  Fo«ter 
■ailed  od  the  same  day  from  New- 
bury port  in  the  bark  Anna,  Cnpt. 
Savonr.  Singularly  enough  the  two 
▼eueb  rMfilMd  Gkpe  Honi  on  the 
tame  day,  tha  paiaengera  of  tba  B.  L. 
Allen  making  a  landing  on  Horn 
Uriand.  The  Allen  carried  twenty 
paMeogeia  and  aerevof  nliw  men. 
The  passage  cost  each  man  $125. 
Constftntinc  McKcnzie  found  a  per- 
manent home  in  California,  at  last 
meeting  an  aotimely  fate  In  Jan. 
1896  in  a  lonely  gulch  in  the  moun- 
tains. No  oue  knows  the  exact 
manner  of  his  death,  but  his  remains 
w«<e  f onnd  in  Ihe  rntne  of  a  burned 
log  cabin  and  it  was  supposed  that 
robbers  had  committed  the  fell  crime. 
Alfred  If cKenzie  Is  now  living  in 
Peabody  and  N:tth:u]tel  Foster  iivea 
in  Linobrook  Paiisli.  Tfi^wich 

The  early  50's  saw  a  number  of 
Topalleld  men  etart  for  tin  Golden 
Gate.  Ariel  Gould,  who  afterwards 
carried  on  a  large  butchering  business 
in  town ;  Peter  Creelman,  a  Scotch- 
man who  lived  on  what  ie  now  tlw 
Webster  place ;  Emerson  P.  Gould, 
who  afterwfinis  fnlistfd  in  the  army 
and  died  in  a  hospital  at  Baton 
Rouge,  La. ;  Charles  Foster,  who 
li^ed  just  over  the  line  In  Boxford ; 
John  Brown  Lake,  who  returned 
home  after  reaching  Panama ;  Dean 
Periey,  who  now  liTes  in  Danvers 
an'^  is  engaged  in  tho  blacksmith 
buHiaesb;  Gorham  Scribaer,  David 
Lake*  tiio  prinoi|Ml<rf  this  )oomid 
and  David  G.  Lake  his  son,  wore 
among  the  number.  David  Lake, 
Jr.,  was  the  son  of  David  and  Sally 
Lake.  Hewaohonin  TopilleU  in 
1807,  and  married  flrat  Imbj  Fninam 


Gould,  second.  Harriet  Wilkins  of 
Middleton.  Btis  children  were 
David  G.,  who  went  to  California  in 
T^5i  and  is  now  living  in  Peabody; 
Henry  W.,  now  living  in  Topsfield; 
George  W.,  living  In  Nagasaki, 
Japan ;  Sarah  H . ,  married  Wm 
r^nrrctt,  lives  at  the  old  homestead  ; 
Edward,  in  businesa  at  Nagasaki, 
Japan. 

His  California  journals  and  cor- 
rcspondr-nc'C  are  here  arranged  in  the 
form  of  a  personal  narrative  though 
not  eonllnod  to  hie  ezaotphiaaeolQgy* 

NAURATIVl. 

It  was  on  Mondav  morning,  Feb- 
ruary  2nd,  1852,  that  I  left  home 
bound  for  California.  William  H. 
Balch  drove  me  to  Salem,  for  the 
Newburyport  railroad  had  not  been 
built.  We  reached  Salem  at  abont 
12  o'clock  and  after  waiting  about 
the  station  until  after  one  o'clock  I 
aaked  the  depot  maeter  when  the 
train  would  arrive.  He  said  he 
didn't  know,  it  should  have  arrived 
an  hour  before.  As  the  train  for 
New  Toik  left  the  Wovoeeter  depot 
in  Boston  at  3  o'clock,  it  looked 
rather  discouraging  for  me,  but 
Balch  went  to  Leavitt's  stable  and 
bad  a  fresh  borte  hameeeed  and  we 
put  for  Boston.  The  trnvcllinrr  iivns 
bad  but  we  reached  the  depot  at  five 
minutes  before  three,  so  I  had  just 
time  to  get  my  ticket  and  put  my 
baggage  aboard.  At  New  Haven  1 
found  John  Brown  Lake  who  had 
left  Topsfield  the  previons  day,  and 
in  New  York  we  found  Myles  and 
Cbnrlcs  Sweeney  of  Boston  who  were 
known  in  Topsfield  and  afterwards 
Uved  there. 

We  anM  hi  New  Tock  after 


midnigiity  ftnd  tbe  next  morning 
our  tiekeli  for  Chagres, 
tlu  i)ort  on  ttn»  lido  of  the  Isthmot 
of  Panama,  sailing  at  one  o'clock  on 
the  steamer  Crescent  City«  tbe  decks 
erowded  with  meii  bound  for  CaUfot^ 
nia.  Not  a  great  deal  happened  of 
interest  on  the  voyage.  At  first  a 
pood  many  were  sea  sick  of  course, 
bot  after  reaebing  the  Gulf  stream 
the  weather  was  flue  and  we  enjoyed 
the  vayRfrp.  The  fare  was  ^ood, 
generally  beef  and  pork  witli  bread 
andoofifee  for  breakfast;  for  dinner 
beef,  boiled  hcnns  nnd  bread,  and 
boiled  rice,  boiled  in  grease  I  should 
fUnk.  Wlien  supper  time  came 
aimmd  we  had  bread  and  butter  and 
apple  sauce  with  plenty  of  hot  tea. 
We  were  divided  off  into  meases  of 
one  bandied  eeeh.  The  third  day 
oot  a  man  was  killed  by  the  crank  of 
the  engine.  H«  died  instantly. 
His  neck  was  broken  and  his  head 
badly  erashed.  They  threw  the 
body  overboard  with(nit  much  cere- 
mony. The  last  pnrt  of  the  voyage 
we  got  but  two  mcais  a  day,  bul  as  it 
wee  hot,  end  not  being  able  to  exer- 
cise very  much,  it  was  all  we  net  dcd. 
One  day  one  of  the  waiters,  a  young 
fellow,  was  punished  for  insulting 
some  of  the  passengers.  He  was 
taken  to  the  hurricane  lock  and  his 
hands  were  tied  to  the  railing.  Then 
1^  mate  took  the  hoee  and  gave  hfan 
a  soaking.   The  captain  was  present. 

Wo  reached  the  harbor  of  Chagres 
on  iSuoday  morning.  The  steamer 
bedtonuteelMnittwo  mUee  from 
tbe  shore  and  we  were  taken  to  the 
landing  in  small  boats.  As  soon  as 
we  reached  land  a  bargain  was  made 
with  Bome  aatiTe  bofttmen  end  about 
aooo  we  started  in  A  small  boat  ap 


the  Chagres  river  bound  for  Panama, 
makbig  about  twenty  miles  l^t 
sftenoua.  Early  the  noxt  morning 
we  were  off  flfjain  and  at  night  had 
arrived  within  six  miles  of  Gorgona. 
We  slept  in  the  boat  as  we  had  the 
previous  night  and  in  the  morning 
with  about  200  others,  started  on 
foot  for  Gorgona,  with  two  Indian 
boys  as  guides.  The  current  of  the 
river  was  very  rapid  at  this  point  und 
the  boatmen  could  only  take  our 
baggage,  so  there  was  nothing  to  do 
but  w^.  Onr  sail  up  the  riTer  was 
very  pleasant,  the  flowers  were  so 
bright  and  everything  looked  so 
green.  We  saw  several  small  alli> 
gators  sunning  themseWes  on  the 
trunks  of  trees  as  they  lay  in  the 
water.  On  tbe  tramp  to  Gorgona 
the  gaidee  loet  their  way  twiee  and 
we  were  pretty  tired  on  reaehing  tbe 
town. 

After  breakfasting,  mules  were 
hired  to  earry  us  to  Panama,  about 

twenty-five  miles  further  on.  We 
were  nearly  nine  hours  in  going  and 
the  road  was  tiie  worst  thing  called  a 
road  that  I  ever  saw  in  my  life.  It 
was  nothing  but  a  narrow  path. 
Sometimes  the  banks  on  each  side 
were  higher  than  my  liead  and  only 
wide  enough  for  ooe  mule  to  pass 
thronprh.  The  first  part  of  the  road 
was  composed  of  water,  stones  and 
mod — ^mostly  mud.  Tbe  mule  would 
first  pitch  me  on  to  liis  neck ;  then 
his  hind  feet  sinkinn^  deeply  into 
the  mud  wonld  throw  me  back 
towards  bis  tail  and  every  now  and 
then  ha  would  suddenly  lie  down  and 
bring  me  np  standing  in  mud  half 
w^up  to  my  knees. 

FfaiaUy  feachiug  Paoama  we  pat 
up  at  the  GaUfoinia  House.  The 
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rate  was  81.50  per  day.  Oar  party 
consisted  of  Myles  aod  Charles 
Sweeney,  Peter  ClwlnHUi,  John 
Brown  Lake  and  myself.  While 
looking  round  for  a  pattaage  up  the 
^  coast  we  decided  to  board  oaiselves 

Mid  so  took  part  of  oar  b&ggage 
and  started  for  the  woods,  locatiug 
about  2|  miles  from  Panama,  near  a 
aoMdl  brook.  We  bottt  •  riuuitf 
with  the  branches  of  tr^,  a  T«ty 
oornfortable  shelter.  There  were 
liuudi-eda  of  juat  aucb  cabins  all 
wNmiid  m. 

Panama  was  a  miserable  looking 
place.  The  buildings  were  very  old 
and  a  great  many  uf  them  tumbling 
dtMpn.  The  drinking  water  wee  wty 
poor.  All  the  w*'!1h  vrvrr  drv  nnr! 
water  bad  to  be  brought  on  mule  back 
ftoiB  aoBie  dieteiiee.  Tn  wandertog 
avoand  one  day  I  came  across  tte 

mins  of  the  old  city  of  Pannnm 
which  I  foond  out  wa^  destroyed  by 
Spanish  pirates  tnore  than  two  hun- 
dred  years  ago.  On  some  of  the 
crumbling  walls  were  trees  that  had 
grown  to  a  diameter  of  6ve  or  six 
feet.  There  was  an  ardied  gateway 
some  forty  feet  high,  and  rafaw  of 
stone  fountains  and  baths. 

Near  oor  eamp  were  a  great  many 
Indtone.  They  were  a  shiftless  lot. 
Thr  wf>iih»n  di«l  tlie  washing  for  the 
inhabitants  of  Panama.  It  was  a 
great  sight  to  eee  them  oo  the  baoke 
of  the  brook  washing  clothes,  having 
only  n  small  piece  of  cloth  tied 
arouoU  their  hips.  The  men,  or  the 
greater  luraiber  of  tlieB«  wei«  as 

liglitly  clad,  while  the  rhildrnn  never 
wore  anything.  One  day  an  Indian 
woman  came  np  near  our  cabin  with- 
out the  least  thing  on  and  dove  into 
the  water  io  fraot  of  qolla  a  oraivd. 


She  swam  under  water  a  longer  di»» 
tance  than  I  ever  saw  anybody 
b^OTe. 

Bot  we  didn't  expect  on  starting 
for  California  to  spend  our  time 
waiting  around  Panama.  The  gold 
fever  had  brought  an  immense  nan»> 
ber  of  men  from  the  States  and  the 
few  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  oo 
the  Padflo  eoest  oool&t  begia  to 
furnish  a  sufficient  number  of  pas- 
sages. Several  sailing  vessels  were 
in  the  bay  and  the  steamer  Teones- 
see  as  well,  bat  she  eras  a  oiall 
steamer  and  would  only  take  passen- 
gers having  tickets  sold  via  the  nuiii 
line,  l  ite  prospect  was  discouraging 
and  after  waiting  about  for  nearly  two 
weeks,  John  Brown  Lake  and  Sam- 
uel Goodell,  who  was  from  Boxford 
and  arrired  shortly  after  we  €ttd« 
beoame  fafait  hearted  and  anooaaoed 
that  they  wore  going  home.  I  wm 
sorry  to  part  with  them,  bat  they 
oonMn'tbe  shaken  frofa  their  pasN 
pose,  so  February  2r>th  they  started 
baok  across  the  IsthmtTs,  carrving 
with  them  many  messagea  to  the 
knred  ones  at  home. 

The  days  dragged  slowly  by  until 
finally,  e^ly  in  March,  i  secured  a 
passage  in  the  bark  Emily,  Capt. 
Hervy.  The  Sweeoya  weaC  on  the 
Clarissa  Andrews,  sailing  n  few 
days  after  I  did.  There  were  about 
900  of  ns  on  board  and  the  food  was 
at  first  suflScient  and  in  a  way  sati^ 
factory,  but  the  supply  of  water  soon 
became  reduced.  When  we  started 
eaehman'a  ratloa  per  day  was  1^ 
pints  of  water,  a  pint  of  coffee,  a 
pint  of  beef  tea,  plenty  of  pork, 
about  half  a  pound  of  bread  and  half 
a  pound  of  floor  wfaMl  wa  made  into 
dnS«  nolbhig  Mm  or  lo»  thaa  ioor 
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mixed  in  water  and  boiled  io  a  bag. 
Bat  beforo  long  sapplies  began  to 
ran  Bbort  and  the  latter  part  of  May 
the  daily  ratioa  was  a  quart  of  water, 
five  table-apoonfuis  of  Hour,  three 
OBBOee  of  broad,  a  pint  of  ifoe  and 
three  tahlc-spoonfuls  of  sugar.  Not 
a  very  iurge  amount  of  eatables  (or  a 
hungry  cuan.  To  be  sure  salt  beef 
could  be  had,  but  with  so  liltle  water 
we  found  we  had  better  stop  cnting 
it  aa  a  hollow  stomach  was  preferable 
to«  boniag  tUiat 

OsthewiUi  of  Kay  wo  reached 
Massanilla  on  tho  Mexican  coast  and 
pnt  in  for  provisions.  The  natives 
eame  off  to  oor  veNd  in  bonta  made 
of  the  butt  of  a  tree.  The  town 
wasn't  much  of  a  place  ;  only  about 
thhr^  native  huts.  After  staying 
lieie  two  dnyt  we  tailed  for  San  Blaa, 
180  miles  farther  up  the  coast,  arriv- 
ing there  on  the  afternoon  of  June 
dth.  Fourteen  vessels  lay  at  anchor  in 
the  bay  and  the  view  along  the  shore 
line  was  mnsTniflceut.  About  the 
town  was  a  collection  of  native  huts, 
simple  affairs  roofed  with  grass  and 
palm  branches,  but  the  natives  ni  the 
better  classes,  Spaniards  and  Mex- 
icans, lived  and  dressed  much  aa  we 
do,  anve  that  all  bad  a'fiuiey  for 
brijrilt  colors.  The  men  went  about 
wlw  a  richly  hued  blaolcet  hanging 
over  one  shoulder.  Sometimes  for  a 
change  a  bole  would  be  ent  in  fhe 
centre  and  the  blanket  would  liang 
down  before  and  behind.  AU  wore 
brood  brimmed  hats. 

At  San  Blaa  eone  ninety  of  oor 
passengers  left,  caeh  receiving 
$15  passage  money  from  the  captain, 
and  went  on  board  a  bark  lying  in 
the  bay  bonnd  for  California.  Thoae 
of  OS  who  ware  left  didn't  feel  aonj 


over  their  departure  for  it  gave  na. 
more  and  better  nooommoamions. 

We  little  thought  as  we  saw  them 
sail  out  to  sea  thnt  more  than  a 
month  would  elapse  before  we  got 
away  ftam  that  half  dead  and  awve 
Mexican  settlement. 

When  we  reached  Sau  Bias  the 
supply  of  provisioua  ou  the  Emily 
was  nearly  odjuraeted,  and  we  had 
not  been  there  very  loni?  when  it 
came  out  that  Capt.  Hervey  hadn't 
money  to  buy  enough  more  to  take 
na  to  California.  After  making  aone 
arrangements  on  shore  wlioreby  we 
were  supi^ed  with  fresh  cow  beef  and 
ooarse  bread  every  day,  he  atarled 
for  Tepic,  a  town  about  40  miles 
inland,  where  the  United  States  oon» 
sul  lived,  to  try  and  raise  money  on 
theveeael.  The  cargo  of  the  Emily 
consisted  of  about  500  tons  of  coal 
and  tli;\t  was  really  the  only  thing 
thai  tiuved  us.  Coal  was  in  demand 
on  the  coast  and  brought  a  good  price 
at  Acnpulco,  where  the  steamers  made 
a  lauding.  The  captain  didn't  want 
to  give  up  his  veaad  into  Uie  consul's 
haada  fbr  the  benefit  of  Che  paeaen- 
gers  and  so  made  several  proposi- 
tkma  to  committees  we  sent  to  aee 
fahn.  There  were  two  or  three  other 
veeeels  near  by  and  one  of  them 
wanted  to  take  us  op  the  coast,  so 
Capt.  Hervey  drew  up  a  subscription 
paper  and  paaeed  it  aroand.  All  he 
could  raise  was  Si 020,  not  enough 
with  what  he  already  had  to  charter 
the  vessel,  so  that  fine  pian  went  up 
in  smoke.  Finally  after  wearieonie 
delays  the  consul  took  possession  of 
the  Emily  and  advanced  us  $37 
apiece  indemnity,  the  value  of  the 
coal.  A  committee  was  then  ap- 
pointed to  charier  a  veeeel  and  after 
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more  delavs  thej  reported  that  the 
oaptain  of  tlw  brig  AraliflMld  Graebt 
mMld  take  vm  for  t40  a  head.  That 
meant  1500  more  than  the  coal 
would  bring,  and  we  attempted 
to  raiae  It,  but  t400  waa  all  we 
had.  After  more  negotiations  some- 
body paid  the  8100.  I  think  it  moat 
have  been  Capt.  Uervey. 

Capt.  Peters  of  the  Arofaibald 
Grarin  hired  three  or  four  native 
huts  and  July  18th  we  left  the  Emily 
for  good.  Inatead  of  receiving  daily 
rations  we  wws  ghren  a  loaf  of  bread 
and  twenty  cents  each  to  pur- 
obaee  provisions.  I  went  to  the 
baker'a  every  night  and  bought  good 
warm  bread  or  cakes.  There  were 
two  bake-houses  but  they  would 
only  bake  at  just  such  times.  They 
wwe  aa  awtally  lasy  aat.  Mi^ 
have  sold  three  times  as  ranch  hrrad 
as  they  did  if  they  would  only  buke 
it.  For  that  matter  I  couldii't  see 
wbat  tnppoited  the  oatlvie,  anyway, 
for  they  Dever  aeenad  to  do  any 
work. 

Theie  were  three  Imtebeia  In  San 
Blae  and  the  aign  they  buog  ont  was 

ft  red  I  wm  interested  in  the 

way  iu  which  they  out  up  their  beef. 
They  would  hang  up  a  quarter  and 
beginning  on  the  leg  cut  down  the 
whole  length  in  nnrrnw  strips. 
What  little  meat  was  left  ou  the 
bone  waa  dried  and  ealled  Jerked 
beef.  Menf  was  worth  1  "2  cents  a 
pound  and  pork  the  same.  About  a 
pint  of  the  smallest  potatoea  I  ever 
eaw  brotiu'ht  6|  cents.  Floor  waa 
worth  812.00  per  hundred  pounds, 
and  coffee  waa  sold  done  up  in 
email  papers,  about  three  tMr 
spoonfuls  for  6^  cents.  The  women 
appeared  to  do  about  all  tiie  boaineeai 


tendmg  store,  buying  provisiona,  etc 
Sunday  waa  the  aanie  aa  any  ottier 

day  in  the  week.  Tlw  shops  all  kept 
opf'n.  There  wns  a  CathoHe  chnroh 
about  two  miles  away  from  the  town, 
hotloQuUiD'tfhMlootlhatfhey  ever 
had  any  service. 

There  was  a  tavern  in  the  place 
kept  by  an  fiuglishman,  who  had 
married  a  Ifexleao  woman.  She 
was  enormonsl y  stont,  and  must  have 
weighed  300  pounds.  Near  the 
tavern  were  a  few  very  large  ahade 
treea  and  on  a  branch  of  one  of  them 
I  carved  my  full  name  and  the  tawii 
I  came  from. 

Not  far  off  were  Che  rotoa  of  an 
old  castle  and  near  by  was  a  new  one 
only  half  complotfd  It  was  situated 
on  a  very  high  hill  from  which  there 
waa  a  aplenSd  view  of  the  Imy  and 
the  river  wloding  its  way  hiack  into 
the  country.  Pious  Catholics  had 
erected  a  shrine  at  the  foot  of  the 
bill,  with  an  altar  and  crucifix,  onuu 
mented  with  candles  and  flowers. 

Fourth  of  July  we  had  spent  on 
bowd  the  Emily.  All  the  eelebra- 
tloii  I  eaw  was  a  sunrise  and  sunset 
gun  on  board  the  American  bark  with 
colors  flying  all  day.  My  thoughts 
went  heek  to  the  old  home  in  TOpa- 
fleld,  and  I  wondered  if  my  Ijoys  had 
got  their  fire  cracfct-rs  and  were  en- 
joying themselves.  We  were  in  par- 
ticularly hard  lines  about  tlmt  Itaie. 
Nothin!:;  ^rns  cooked  fnr  na  save  tea 
night  and  morning,  but  as  there  was 
plenty  of  rice  aboard  we  boiled  that 
and  got  ah>ng  aa  beet  we  ooidd  with 
only  two  oookinn:  stoves  nmono;  150 
men.  The  man  who  got  his  rice  on 
the  atove  Ibat  waa  the  beat  fellow. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  27th 
of  July  we  went  on  board  the  Ardil- 
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bildOracU  and  just  after  sannee 
Miled  oot  into  the  bay.   Nearly  800 

passengers  were  on  board  ;  152  com- 
inqf  on  the  Fmily,  Ifi  morf^  from 
Mazatiau  ou  Liie  Archibtild  aud  about 
90  from  a  yessel  that  had  been  ooq- 
deraned  at  Mnasanilla.  The  captain 
had  his  wife  with  him.  She  was  a 
MezicAD  and  it  was  reported,  very 
wealthy*.  There  were  several  other 
Mexican  passengers,  one  Imving  his 
fifteen  year  old  wife  with  him. 

The  brig  oarried  two  bulls  and 
■erenty-five  pigs  to  help  out  on  the 
provisions.  At  first  wre  fared  very 
well  with  soup  uiadu  of  jerked  beef ; 
boiled  beans  and  potatoes ;  ^  lb.  of 
bread,  with  coffee,  tea  and  1}  pints 
of  water  per  day.  The  second  Sim- 
day  out  one  of  the  bulls  was  killed 
and  we  had  bull-beef  soap  for  dinner. 
The  weather  was  pleasant  and  we 
made  Cape  St.  Lucas  on  the  southern 
California  coast  ou  Aug.  Hth.  On 
the  thirteenth  day  out  we  were  given 
only  a  pint  of  wntor  nnd  a  little  beef 
soap.  There  was  a  good  deal  of 
slekness  on  board*  over  sixty  being 
on  the  doctor's  list  ill  with  dysentery 
or  fever  and  ay;ne.  A  great  many 
suffered  from  lack  of  water,  and  for 
three  days  in  soeoession  I  gave  my 
allowanoeto  some  sick  men.  My 
health  was  excellent  considering  the 
sorroundings,  for  which  I  was  very 
thankful,  fertile  siok  suffered  great- 
ly from  lack  of  water  aDcl  proper  nour- 
ishment. The}'  bad  the  same  allow- 
ance of  food  as  we  weii  men,  but  uo 
mediefaie,  for  the  small  supply  on 
board  was  soon  exhausted.  The 
water  allowance  was  cut  down  again 
ou  the  18th,  and  my  dinner  that  day 
consisted  of  ten  little  pig  potatoes 
and  a  pieoe  of  Jerked  beef  about  as 


laige  as  two  fingers.  The  next 
night  a  young  man  from  New  Jersey 

named  William  Little,  who  had 
shared  my  berth  and  was  one  of  our 
mesb,  died  of  dysentery.  The  body 
was  tossed  over  the  side  after  a  short 
burial  service.  It  was  a  most  revolt- 
ing sight  to  see  the  sick  passengers 
crawling  about  the  dedks,  pale  and 
yellow  as  death,  mere  walking  skele* 
tons.  Some  had  very  sore  months, 
and  could  eat  our  coarse  fare  only 
with  dUBeulty.  A  few  days  later  the 
water  ration  was  cut  down  agaiUf 
this  time  to  only  a  pint  daily,  with 
no  tea  or  coffee.  Our  dinner  that 
day  was  ten  small  pig  potatoes,  and 
a  small  raw  onion.  Tbey  told  us 
that  our  supper  would  he  what  we 
could  get,  and  that  was  all  we  did 
get— absolutely  nothing,  and  so  tiie 
days  dra<iged  slowly  hy.  Capt, 
Peters  had  expressed  great  surprise 
at  our  treatment  on  the  Emily,  wlieu 
the  Archibald  Gkada  was  chartered, 
but  he  had  now  proved  himself  a 
two  faced  villain.  The  water  and 
provisions  taken  aboard  on  oar 
account  were  of  poor  quality  and 
insufficient  for  even  thirty  days.  We 
didn't  reach  San  Francisco  until 
Sept.  llth,  spending  forty-sOTMl 
days  in  his  starving  pen.  Toward 
the  latter  part  of  the  voyage  drinking 
water  became  almost  priceless;  a 
)unk  bottle  full  was  worth  a  dollar. 
Many  a  dollar  have  I  seen  8{>enl  for 
water,  dollars  that  were  needed  badly 
euough  when  California  was  iiualiv 
reaehed.  I  remember  one  day  I 
was  fortunate  enough  to  get  a  bone 
a  sailor  was  about  throwing  over- 
board. It  was  salt  pork  freshened 
somewhat,  and  bad  a  little  meat 
dinging  to  it.    After  eating  all  I 
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dared,  I  gave  it  to  a  vouDg  man  near 
me.    How  he  tbaDKed  me— I  m- 

member  it  even  now.  Nothing  but 
the  bone  remained  when  he  had 
flniebed.  At  ioat  land  was  sighted* 
a  meet  weleome  tight  and  with  it 
cnrne  an  extra  pint  of  watrr  for  each, 
but  a  smali  amount  wheu  a  mnn  was 
as  dry  and  fatal  as  we  were.  The 
weather  fortanalely  had  been  cool  or 
<mr  Bofferii^je  woiud  have  been  hi- 
tenne. 

On  the  aftemooQ  of  the  11  Hi  of 
September  we  sailed  through  the 

capes  into  the  Rny  of  San  Franoisfo 
and  the  next  moruiug  landed,  grate- 
ful that  our  Itvea  hM  been  spared. 
Health  officers  came  aboard  and  took 
off  thirteen  men  who  were  unable  to 
help  themselves  and  carried  them  off 
to  eonie  boapltal.  I  aever  learned 
bow  raauy  recovered,  most  of  them, 
no  ?lonht.  We  wrre  nil  barely  able 
to  move  about,  mere  Bkelctona.  I 
OOQid  easily  clasp  one  band  around 
my  ankle.  For  tho  last  foiirtoon 
days  of  the  vovage  we  had  bad  no 
bread  and  but  a  pint  of  water  a  dav, 
nothing  Irat  pig  potatoes  and  a  tittle 
pork  to  keep  soul  nnd  body  tofjether. 

I  kept  a  list  of  those  who  died  and 
were  thrown  overboard  on  the  two 
vessels,  the  Emily  and  the  Archibald 
Gracia.  Thp  list  is  of  interest  and 
may  be  historically  valuable.  One 
case  in  pai-tioular  straek  me  at  tto" 
gnlar.  Leonard  Batchelder  and 
Alb<Mt  Kutlii'm,  both  from  the  name 
town  in  Vermoul,  were  great  friends, 
always  together,  sleeping  in  the  tame 
berth.  Stn)nrr  f*  Hows  born  andlired 
in  the  country,  the  hardMhips  of  the 
voyage  were  too  much  for  lliem.  Tiity 
died  on  the  same  day,  the  21st  of 
Aogutt.    The  bodiet  lay  tide  bj 


side  on  the  deck,  the  burial  eervioo 
wfttread,  and  all  thtit  wat  mortal 

sank  into  the  waves  far  away  from 

home  and  amonfr  str.ingers. 

List  of  tiioHe  who  died  on  board 

the  brig  Emily  between  Panama  and 

San  Bias,  and  on  tho  brie::  Archibald 

Gracia  between  San  Bias  and  San 

Franciso  in  the  year  1852. 

DIED.       HAMS.        nan.  aok. 

Mar.  16,  JoUos  Bailey,  Hoith  Carolina,  17 
17,  H.  P.  Oatt.  Georgia,  98 

17,  CllffoM  Stone,  Geor-ia,  20 
20,  Alfred  Drake,  Wiscoaala,  28 
28,  James  Hickey,  Louisiana,  21 
S7,  Daniel  B.  Seed.     Georgia.  28 

Apr.  6,  Jamefl  Wblte,      Yermoat,  94 
12,  Ira  Norton,  Georgia,  96 

12,  George  W.  Myers,  Georgia,  20 
19,  Adolphns  8toD«,     Georgia,  23 

Maj   9,  Thomas  Roberts,   Indlaoa,  19 
9,  Smith  Sheldtng,  Hew  York,  — 
11  TLuricnier  Van  Deunen,  N.  Y.  98 

12,  OrliQ  Burnham,  New  York,  95 

13,  Cornelius  Rowe,  Ohio,  89 
98,  James  M .  Anderson,  Georgia,  98 

Jniw  9,  Paal  Storks,         Georgia,  88 
U,  Jo»epb  Lemanne.    Georgia,  59 

96,  Anthony  — ,  North  CiroUna,  — 
Attg*  6,  Jamefi  McKloney,  Loutsiaua,  26 

7,  Antonio  Bine,      San  Bias,  20 
11,  Chas.  B.  Beed,  Boston,  Mass.  99 

15,  Samuel  H.  Beath,  Georgia.  49 

16,  FreUcrick  BrowD,  Ohio,  99 
19,  Henry  CUus,  Ohio,  98 
19,  James  F.  Copcling,  Georgia,  85 

19,  Bnmet  Dyre,  Upper  Canada,  40 

20.  Leonanl  L.  Snirtll,      Mftiao,  22 

20,  William  LiUle.  New  Jersey,  20 

21.  Leonard  Batchelder,     Vt,  86 

91,  Albert  Kathern,    Vermont,  88 

92,  Gager  Roberts,  Georgia.  19 
38,  Ilallet  Lannlng,  IndUnn,  24 
26,  Jaroca  Bafferty.  New  York,  98 

97,  Absalom  Finiey,  Georgia,  82 
81,  David  Taylor,  New  Jersey,  97 

Sept.  8,  William  McGatchlngs,  Ga.,  18 
The  day  we  landed  I  fOQnd  near 
the  wharf  Capt.  Wm.  Morgan  who 
afterwards  lived  in  Topefield  and 
married  Ultt  Ellen  Kimball,  daogb- 
ter  of  Wttliam  B.  KlmlmU.  He  told 
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me  where  I  could  dnd  mv  wife's 
oowrin,  Wm.  Walkoe  Wllkuis,  who 

waa  from  Midclleton.  He  was  living 
about  twenty  niilos  sooth  from  San 
FraQciB<X)«  carryiugoa  a  farm  called 
Bol«Diw  Banch.  There  was  do  way 
of  gottinfT  thore  except  by  water,  so 
I  thought  myself  fortunate  in  finding 
a  boat  going  down  the  coast  that  very 
day.  Willuun  was  glad  to  see  me, 
and  as  it  was  said  to  be  unhealthy  in 
the  mining  campu  at  that  season  of 
the  year  wb  told  me  to  stay  with  bun 
and  work  what  little  I  could  on  the 
ranch,  nnd  so  I  did,  for  nearly  three 
months,  slowly  gaiuing  iu  flesh  and 
atrangth. 

Game  was  plentiful  and  our  farm 
products  brought  big  prices  in  the 
San  Francisco  markets.  Eggs  were 
wortib  91.50  a  dozen  and  botter  the 
same  price  per  pound.  Potatoes 
brought  four  cents  a  pound,  beans 
eight  cents,  and  milk  easily  sold  at 
thirty-seven  cents  a  quart. 

But  gold  dust  was  what  I  was 
after,  and  as  my  strength  came  back 
I  grew  anxious  to  try  my  luck  in  the 
oampa,  so  early  in  l3ecember  I  said 
good-bye  to  Bolenius  Ranch  nnd 
started  for  Sacramento  city.  When 
I  arrived,  there  was  bot  little  of  the 
eity  left,  for  a  fire  had  swept  away 
everything  but  a  few  scattering 
buildings  a  few  days  before.  A 
laige  namber  of  temporary  boildings 
were  going  up  and  everything  was  in 
confusion.  It  wbh  the  dirtiest  and 
muddiest  place  I  had  ever  seeu. 
The  river  was  high  and  a  levee  along 
the  bank  was  the  only  thing  that 
prevented  an  inundation. 

From  Sacramento  City  I  btarted  on 
foot  for  UomKHi  Island,  a  mining 
camp  on  the  aonth  forli  of  the  Amer* 


ican  river.  The  settlement  com- 
iwised  some  twenty-five  fair  sised 

frame  buildings,  and  hundreds  of 
niiiu'r's  liuls  built  of  a  few  pieces  of 
ioiit  or  straight  limbs  of  trees  stuck 
Into  the  gronnd  and  then  oovered 
with  canvas .      It    was    a  curious 
mixture  of  nationalities  gathered  in 
that  mining  camp.    Men  from  all 
over  the  United  States,  with  n  good 
many    foreigners.      Chinese  wore 
there  and  passed  up  and  down  daily 
from  die  settlemenla  op  tlie  rivwi 
while  a  few  digger  Indians  hung 
aroang  the  taverns.    They  were  an 
ugly  looking  lot.     I  was  told  they 
burnt  tii^  dead  as  an  emblem  of 
mourning,    afterwards    using  the 
ashes  mixed  with  the  sap  of  the  pine 
tree  as  a  paint  to  daub  ou  their  faces. 
I  saw  several  Indian   women  so 
decorated. 

It  was  the  raicy  sca<^-on  find  min- 
ing at  that  time  of  yeai  meat  ex- 
posure with  much  hardship.  Fortu- 
nately n  good  berth  turned  up  at  a 
tavern  kept  by  a  man  named  Jarvis 
where  I  earned  my  board  and  forty 
dollars  a  month  until  the  following 
sprinp  One  Sunday  afternoon  the 
latter  part  of  April,  I  took  a  walk 
down  tlie  river  to  n  plaoe  ealled 
Brown's  ravine,  and  happened  to 
find  a  man  there  washing  for  gold. 
We  talked  mining  and  i  soon  struck 
up  a  bargain  for  a  cradle  and  a  right 
to  work  in  his  claim.  The  next  day 
came  my  first  actual  experience  in 
gold  mining.  It  was  slow  work 
washing  out  the  dost.  Thefint  two 
weeks  I  earned  a  little  over  $32,  it 
costing  mo  nhnnt  f^fty  cents  a  day 
for  provisions,  but  I  soon  grew  more 
ekillAil  and  by  July  the  weekly 
average  was  about  980.  Some  weeks 
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it  would  be  nearly  $60.  and  one  day 
early  in  August  I  washed  oat  dust 
thai  brought  $12.75.  I  continued 
stK'CCssfiil,  hnvtn£T  boUpr  luck  than 
any  ot  the  men  aroood  me.  Skill  I 
oalMHtlorl  M  bought  a  dain 
that  was  mmManA  U  Ultto  valoe 
and  yet  wnn  washing  out  mort^  gold  a 
day  than  any  of  the  other  miaera  at 
tlM  lalaad.  Mj  Mm  irta  urn  tap  oi 
a  hill  hade  of  our  cabin.  Water 
came  from  a  spring  near  the  top  and 
was  diverte<l  to  flow  over  a  l*sdg9 
Into  alQioe  boxes  wImm  tiie  graTel 
was  washed  and  the  pnrticles  of  pold 
separated,  it  was  mouotonous  work, 
the  day's  labor  beginning  at  sunrise 
aad  lasting  aotil  darinaM  oanie 
down  upon  n^. 

Life  at  thti  ittiaod  oSereU  usually 
bot  little  exeftonMnt.  f  aaw  bat 
little  of  the  gambling  and  rioting  said 
to  be  associated  with  mininj^  lifo. 
Once  in  a  while  an  accident  would 
happen,  timbers  giving  away  tn  aome 
shaft,  with  broken  limbs  as  a  result, 
and  sometimes  a  poor  miner  buried 
alive.  Theft  of  course  was  not  un- 
knowD,  bat  when  caught  tbe  miners 
were  not  particularly  careful  how 
they  handled  the  thief.  One  day 
two  fellowa  who  stole  |M0«  from  a 
alek  nuin  were  lashed  with  knotted 
ropes  until  their  hnckH  were  raw  and 
Streaming  with  blood,  then  taken 
before  a  Joatiea  who  aent  them  to 
Sacramento  jail.  One  of  the  rogues 
diw?  from  the  effects  of  the  whipping. 
AuoUier  time  a  o<^ro  stole  eleven 
dollars  from  a  mlnar'a  oabln. '  In 
some  way  it  was  discovered  that  lie 
committetl  the  theft  and  after  a 
barrel  head  hearing  of  the  evidence, 
a  rope  was  brought  and  in  no  time 
the  poor  doWl  waa  awlnging  from  the 


limb  of  a  tree  near  at  hand.  Mur< 
derers  were  treated  to  the  same  med- 
ioine.  A  Spanteid  striibed  m  man  fa 
the  side  one  afternoon  as  the  result 
of  a  qoarral.  -The  miner  lived  only 
a  few  boors,  d>  iug  at  aboot  ire 
o'clock.  Twenty  minute  later  tha 
Spaniard  was  hanging  lifeless  from 
the  limb  of  a  tree.  Lynch  law,  you 
will  any.  Ttao,  bnt  Is  aoiMraapaoln 
better  than  the  long  drawn  ont  trial 
in  MHSMachusctts,  where  the  lawyer 
pleads  iuauuity  and  after  hunting  up 
evidenoaia  pioof,  tha  mnrderir  to 
finall}'  scot  to  an  insane  asylnra.  In 
time  to  become  cured  and  turned 
looaa  again  on  society. 

N«w  men  from  the  Statea  fra- 
qn»»ntly  reached  the  Island,  many  of 
iliem  expecting  to  find  fortuuw  wait- 
ing for  them  and  whan  VMllibig  tho 
difficulties  in  the  way  wishing  them* 
Hplvpq  i^nfelv  home  again. 

The  following  list  of  prices  pre- 
vaOad  at  Mormon  Mand  in  Jnno, 
1853. 

per  pound, 


Flour, 
Lard, 
Beaaa, 
Butter, 
bugar. 


S>Ugi 

Ml 


«* 
«« 

u 


Onlona, 

Pot  ft  toes, 
Pork  steak, 
Bgga,       per  doMOt 
Milk«         per  quart, 
Newapapen,  each. 


.09 
.32 
.121 
.60 
.15 
.10 
.50 
.15 
.76 
•S.00 
.16 


David  Lake  aboadonad  mining  in 

1855,  nnd  returned  home  early  in  (lie 
Fall,  via  the  Isthmus.  Of  the  returu 
trip  I  can  learn  nothing,  there  being 
no  written  aoooaBt«  bot  the  notlvaa 
for  the  homeward  Jonmey  are  shown 
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to  liAve  been  unsettled  busiaess  mat- 
ter* at  borne,  and  ill  healthy  brought 
about  by  a  fractured  btp  resulting 
from  an  accidental  fall  while  mining. 
Mr.  Lake  lived  on  hia  farm  in  Topa- 
flold  until  tbe  Spring  of  1859,  wben 
Uw  old  liking  for  the  yellow  duat 
caused  him  to  start  out  again  bound 
for  California.  April  15tb  found 
bim  oo  tb«  atMiner  8t.  Loois*  tbe 
harbor  of  Aspinwall.  A  hurriedly 
penciled  iiot^,  the  last  message  his 
family  ever  received,  toid  them  be 
was  about  landing,  and  apoke  of  a 
■Ugbt  iUneta  that  nad  o?artakea  bim 


the  previous  day.  This  caused  no 
alam  at  tbo  time*  bvt  at  tba  fraaks 
and  mootha  roUad  bj  and  tbe  mails 

brought  no  news  from  across  the 
continent,  the  oonvlcUon  slowly  grew 
apon  tiieni  that  a  second  letter  woald 
never  be  received,  that  sickness  and 
denth  had  crossed  bin  path.  The 
captain  of  the  Pacific  steamer  when 
qaeationed  in  San  Fraadseo  by  a 
friend  of  the  family,  told  of  Mr. 
Lake's  death  on  the  first  day  out 
from  Fauama.  He  had  croaaed  the 
Isthmus  only  to  find  a  sailor's  grata 
in  the  bine  waters  of  tbe  Padfie. 
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Xtie  Wowlett  Mills. 

Wm  MMIB  AOOOIWff  01^  TU  BOHM  WMMMLt  IK  MMWIUD* 


lir  Maribtta  Clabu. 


Thedfttooftbe  erection  of  How- 
lett's  gristmill  may  be  placed,  as 
nearly  m  oao  be  ascertained  from 
tiM  iMoidt,  betwMo  tke  jmn  of 

1788  and  1740.  Tbe  Bawmill  waa 
built  some  two  or  three  years  later. 
There  is  a  tradition  that  a  gristmiii 
WW  lowted  tlMiv  ameh  ewlfor  thao 

the  above  named  date.  The  old  mill 
is  said  to  have  been  some  distance 
back  of  the  present  one,  at  a  beud  in 
the  brook  directly  opposite  the  site 
of  William  Hewlett's  liotiso,  I  am 
also  told  that  the  conformation  of 
ilie  channel  seems  to  indicate  that 
there  might  have  been  at  some  ttnw 
a  dam  fartber  bmek  than  the  pneent 
one. 

This  to  only  Immmj  and  ooiijeo- 

ture.  but  I  have  posttlvo  proof  from 

old  deeds  that  there  were  mills  ber^»  of 
some  kind,  previous  to  the  date  above 
ffiwen,  I  quote  the  fbllowing  from  « 
deed  given  by  William  Howleit  to 
liis  son  ThoTTifis  Howlett  dated  Jnly 
30,  1709  :  ''To  my  son  Thomas  How- 
lett,  lUI  that  my  farm,  mowmsgo  or 
tonomr'nt  on  which  T  myself  and  my 
said  son  dwells.  Aii  which  Baid 
tracts  of  land,  whether  pasturage* 
tillage,  woodland  or  meadow  grouiMl 
on  these  bounds  contained,  together 
with  all  the  buildings  or  dwelling 
boaaea,  bams,  ontbooses,  wel^ 
apriogs,  wateK ourses,  fences,  miUs, 
trees,  etc."  AUn  from  another  deed 
given  bj  William  Uowlett  to  his 
nepbew  John  Howletli  dalad  May  21, 
1715 :  *«OooTi7  aU  the  aaid  traete  of 


Uuid  with  all  the  buildinga,  dweDiag 

houses,  bams,  onthouses,  fences, 
miU9,  trees,  etc"  There  is  no 
mentioo  of  ^Hnilla"  in  Baaign  Bow- 

lett's  will  dated  1677.    They  were 

therefore  probably  erected  at  some 
time  between  thai  date  and  1709  by 
WBliam  Hewlett. 

Tradition  further  claims  that  these 
mills  fell  into  disuse  on  account  of 
trouble  about  flowing  the  meadows 
in  the  vicinity.  This  would  seem  to 
be  oonfirmer)  hy  the  following;  deposi- 
tion given  iu  oue  of  tieu jamiu  ilobbs' 
numerous  lawsuits  which  also  fixes, 
as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  the 
date  of  erection  of  the  present  mill. 
Deposition:  Dec.  20,  1803. 
Mary  Potter  of  Ipswich,  in  the 
county  of  Essex,  widow,  of  lawful 
age,  do  testify  th»t  when  I  wasal>out 
eighteen  years  ut  ajre,  1  was  at  a 
pteee  ealfed  Howletr  a  In  tbe  town  of 
Topsfield,  in  said  county,  where  Mr. 
Hobbs'  mill  now  stands,  which  was 
about  sixty- live  years  ago,  at  which 
time  there  waa  no  mitt  wbeie  Hobba* 

mill  nnvr  ntnnds  according  to  the  best 
of  my  recollection."  She  also  states 
that  her  brother,  Elisha  Cnmmings, 
then  86  years  of  age,  was  aboot 
twenty-live  when  the  sawmill  was 
built,  and  thiA  tiie  oornmill  waa 
erected  aone  two  or  three  years  pre- 
vious, both  llret  owned  by  Tboinaa 
Howlett. 

I  have  in  my  possession  the  first 
deed  of  theae  miUs,  given  by  Thomaa 
Howlett  to  Nathaniel  Hood,  Jnty  », 
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1746.  As  it  floems  to  me  both  «t 

iDtercstingRDd  valuable  historical  doc- 
ument, I  quote  from  it  at  length.  "I, 
Thomas  iiowlett,  of  Top^itieldt  iu  Cou- 
aideration  of  E^;lithnodred  poonda  to 

rac  pn.\(}  by  Nathnnifl  Hood,  Honse- 
wright,  Uave  giveii«  €tc.,  a  Certaio 
Tract  of  [>aod  with  a  Corn  Mill  and 
Saw  Mill  Standing  upon  it  and  Con> 
taiuing  by  Estimation  Six  acres  be 
it  more  or  be  it  less,  and  t>oundetl  as 
foUoweth,  Begioniog  at  the  South 
westerly  Corner  of  the  Hridge  whioh 
ia  below  the  Mills  Called  Howlett's 
Bridge,  thence  westerly  to  a  Stake 
and  Stonaa  on  the  Southerly  side  of 
both  roads  and  about  one  pole  and  a 
half  Southwesterly  from  the  Little 
bridge  near  Tho.  Howlett's  house, 
titonoa  Northwaaterly  about  Ten 
poles  to  a  Stake  Standing  about  one 
}K>1p  from  the  middle  of  the  road 
Leading  from  Capt.  Perkiuses  to 
Ipswich,  from  thence  to  Capt. 
Tobijah  Perkins  his  land,  hiivinf;  one 
pole  from  the  middle  of  ye  road  on 
the  Southerly  Side  all  ak>ng  to  ye 
fence  in  said  perk  ins  Liue,  thence 
northeasterly  with  sd  peikins  Land 
till  it  Comes  to  the  Brook  then  Cros- 
sing the  Brook  by  sd  Perkinaea  Line 
till  it  Comes  to  mr.  Hurleys  Land, 
then  Southerly  by  sd  Burleys  Land 
to  the  northerly  End  of  the  Mill 
Dam,  tbenoe  aontherly  about  five  or 
six  Pole  to  an  Khn  Tree  Standing  on 
the  northeasterly  Side  of  the  Hrook. 
from  thence  to  the  Hounds  Qrst  men- 
tlooed.  To  Have  and  to  hold,  etc« — 
Thomas  Howlett 
Lydia  Howlett 
I  have  good  reason  to  believe  that 
the  land  here  deeded  to  Nathaniel 
Hood  is  the  same  six  acres  which,  in 
1661,  was  granted  by  the  town  to 


fioalgn  Thonaa  Howlett  **wbeare  the 

said  Ensigne  have  built  his  house." 
But  in  this  deed  there  is  no  mention 
of  any  dwelling  house,  uud  Thomaa 
Howlett  ii  living  on  what  waa  after* 
wards  the  Robinson  place.  I  there- 
fore conclude  that  be  took  advantage 
of  the  clause  in  his  father's  will  which 
stated  that  **my  son  Thomaa  ahall 
have  liberty  to  pnl!  down  and  carry 
away  the  newest  eud  of  my  now 
dweuing  hoaae,*'  and  allowed  the  old 
part  to  go  to  decay. 

I  hnve  tried  to  conjecture  how  it 
happened  that  this  old  deed  should 
be  in  oar  poaaeaaion  and  have 
thought  it  probable  that  Nathaniel 
Hood  lived  with  Andrew  Burley  on 
what  is  now  our  farm  while  his  own 
honae  waa  bnilding.  For  Nathaniel 
Hoo<l  did  build  a  house,  as  we  ascer- 
tain from  a  deed  afterwards  given  to 
Abraham  Hobbs  and  date<l  1749. 
Nathaniel  Hood,  who  was  a  grand- 
son of  Richard,  the  first  Hood  who 
came  into  these  parts,  and  an  uncle, 
twice  removed,  of  our  eateemed 
townsman  S.  D.  Heod,  Esq.,  there- 
fore lived  here  and  owned  the  mill 
three  years.  By  this  second  deed 
the  owner  reservea  to  liimaelf  **oiie 
half  of  the  Saw  Mill  with  Half  the 
Saw  Mill  Tools  A  also  Convenient 
yard  room  for  the  use  of  His  part  in 
ad  Saw  mill,  It  ia  alao  to  be  nnder- 
stood  that  the  said  Hood  <&  his  Heirs 
is  to  mnintaiu  a  quarter  part  of  the 
Dam  now  in  being  belonging  to  the 
aaid  Mllla,  it  ia  further  to  be  under- 
stood ye  sd  Hood  for  Himself  and 
Heirs  doth  Reserve  Half  the  Stream 
leading  to  the  Saw  Mill,  also  the 
Dwellhig  House  &  Orchard  Standii^ 
thereon."  This  dwelling  house 
referred  to  must   be   the  preaent 
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Perkioft  house.  I  am  tolH  that  the 
frame  of  ihia  houmi  platuiy  Hiiowii 
fhalit  was  bant  tA  three  diffeient 
times.  The  cast  part  is  the  oldest, 
therefore  we  conclude  tlmt  this  part 
was  erected  by  Nathaniel  Hood  and 
mtiet  be  about  150  years  dd. 

The  deed  ahnve  referred  to,  dntcd 
March  26,  174i^,  gived  us  the  date  of 
AlmbMH  Hobbi^  flrst  appearuoi  te 
this  part  of  the  towo .  Henceforth 
the  history  of  the  Tlolibs'  is  the  his- 
tory of  the  neighborhood.  I  have 
tbttrafora  ttidMYorad  to  Aid  out  m 
much  as  possible  about  the  family. 

Jonathan  Hohbs  fa  said  to  be  the 
first  Hoblm  who  came  to  Ipswich. 
FiMB  bia  it  is  BvppomA  Iba  th« 
Abraham  was  descended  w!io  mar- 
ried Susanna  Abbott  and  lived  iu 
H&miitou.  His  sou  baptized  Apr. 
24,  1720  ia  ttM  Abrsbam  who  married 
Snrati  Hrovvn  nf  Ipswicli,  May  15, 
17iki  and  afterwards  came  to  Tops- 
fielil.  Traditioo  obinM  that  he  bad 
twelve  children  who  were  named 
after  the  twelve  tribpH  of  Israel. 
This,  however,  is  not  quite  correct. 
We  find  raoorM  tbe  Mrtbs  of  tea 
ohUdren,  all  having  <z<Kjd  old  Bible 
names.  They  were  Abrahnra,  Isaac 
and  Jacob,  Joseph,  Benjamin,  David 
and  Jonafhaii,  Sanih,  BlinhtUi  and 
Susanna.  Of  Isaac.  Jacob  and 
Joseph  we  know  little  except  like 
other  people  they  were  boro,  married 
•addled.  Timnmm  of  the  otber 
sons  are  foand  in  iiHBy  deede  end 
reoords. 

The  next  deed  of  the  mill,  in 
order  of  time,  is  given  by  Abraham 
Hobbs  to  Artluir  lirowne,  Feb.  'i^i, 
1752.  Lydia  Howiett,  left  a  widow 
bj  the  death  of  her  fanebead  ThoBiee 
in  1746,  oMrried  Aithnr  Browne  In 


17r>l.  The  deed  is  as  follows:  "In 
ooutiideratiou  of  the  i^uui  of  four 
Imndted  eeventy  and  five  fxmnds  to 
me  in  haiid  well  and  famly  paid  by 
Arthur  Browne  Clothier,  I  have  given 
etc.f  one  half  of  a  certain  Com  Mill 
and  one  quarter  of  e  certain  Saw 
mill  being  thi?  same  mills  whieh  ?f  r. 
Thomas  Uowlett  dec'd  onoe  Mold 
MtoMr.  NalhMiielHoodt  togeHMr 
wUh  helf  of  the  Con  Mill  and  a 
quarter  part  of  the  saw  mill  Toots, 
ako  a  proportionable  part  of  the 
Dem  end  Btreen  bekmging  to  Mid 
Mills." 

May  5,  175^^,  we  find  the  follow- 
ing paragrHph  in  the  will  of  Arthur 
ftowne:  Aitbor  Browne,  miller, 
beiDfj  about  to  go  into  His  Majesty's 
Service,  give  unto  my  well  beloved 
wife  Lydia  Browne  all  my  estate 
both  real  and  personal  to  be  et 
her  own  disposal  forever." 

Extract  from  inventory  of  bis 
ettnte.  *^o  half  a  com  mill  and  a 
quarter  of  a  saw  mill     A  negro  girl." 

When  Nathaniel  Hood  and  Mrs. 
Lydia  Browne  made  over  their  righta 
hi  the  mill  to  Abfmhem  Hobbs  1 
have  not  been  able  to  ascertain,  but 
they  probably  simply  gave  quit  claim 
deeds  which  were  not  recorded. 

Itt  1767  Abndwm  Hobba  pwcheem 
of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Cummings 
the  farm  afterwarfls  known  ob  the 
Uohiusou  farm,  l  lie  tirst  recorded 
deedoftbie  pleoe  is  given  by  tlw 
heirs  of  Thonifls  Howlett  to  Thomas 
Cummings  May  6,  1763.  ^*ln  con- 
sideration of  the  sum  of  two  hundred 
tizty  seven  pounds  six  shUliogs 
convey  etc:  a  certain  trad  or  parcel 
of  upland  and  meadow  containing 
aboot  thirty  nfaieaQiee  be  the  same 
more  or  lese  with  to  Boildlags  thers- 
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on  sitaated  iu  Topstieitd  af ores' d 
boQoded  beginning  at  a  Stake  witli 
Stones  about  at  ye  Northerlj  Corner, 
eaid  Stake  standing  one  Kod  from 
the  Highway  thence  eouthwesterly 
by  Land  of  ad  Tbomae  Howlett  and 
Ammie  Howlett  about  Sixty  Pole  to 
a  Stake  theuoe  soutbeasterly  by  Land 
of  Lieut.  Lake  Averill  aod  id  Tbom- 
as  CnmmingH  and  by  land  ot  John 
LameoD  &  William  and  Stephen 
Brown  thence  by  land  of  Pelatiah 
Conmingf  Easterly  to  the  Biver 
tiienee  Northerly  and  Northwesterly 
by  ye  River  and  by  Land  of  Abraham 
Uobbfi  to  the  Eiounds  Brst^  men* 
tioned." 

The  second  deed  of  this  place 
given  by  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Cum- 
miugs  to  Abraham  Hohbs  Apr.  21, 
1767,  gives  the  bounds  of  another 
piece  of  land  making  the  whole 
amount  conveyed  at  this  time  about 
fifty  four  acres. 

It  is  probable  that  the  senior  Abra- 
ham now  took  npi  tiis  nlioili'  nn  the 
new  farwt  as  hi«  eiilesl  mu  Abraham 
was  already  married.  Bin  wife  was 
Elizabeth  Cummings  and  Ilia  children 
Elizabeth,  Lydia,  Salome,  Abraham, 
Lydia,  Hannab,  DoUe,  Polly  and 
Hueanna.  Isaac,  the  second  son,  was 
also  married  to  Susanna  Smith,  May 
l.S,  1766,  and  his  children  were 
Sarah,  Elijah,  PriscUla,  Isaac,  Pris- 
oilia,  Elisabeth.  Hanson.  Hnmnel, 
Susanna  and  Humphrey.  Tliey 
could  hardly  have  all  lived  in  the 
Perkins  house  even  if  the  west  part 
hid  been  added,  as  it  perhaps  was  at 
about  this  time. 

We  find  Abraham  Hobbs  now 
owning  the  mill  and  two  farms  with 
doubtless  many  outlying  pieces  of 
land.    He  was  also  held  in  soma 


etiteem  in  town,  as  iie  was  selectatan 
in  1771  and  '7S,  and  representatlTe 
to  the  State  Isgislatars  in  1779, 

1788-85. 

In  1782  he  begins  to  deed  his 
property  to  his  eons.  The  first  deed 
is  n  deed  of  the  Perkins  place  and 
the  mills  to  his  son  Benjamin.  **Ia 
consideration  of  three  handred  and 
thirty  eight  pounds  silver  mon^  to 
me  in  hand  well  and  truly  paid  me 
by  Benjamin  Hobbs  of  Topsfield— 
cordwainer — dooonTcy  onto  tlic  sidd 
Benj.  Hobbs  all  the  dwelling-boose 
&  one  half  of  all  the  land  and  one 
half  of  ail  the  buildings  on  the  land 
hereafter  mentioned  to  be  divfcled 
equally  aooordfaig  to  quantity  and 
quality." 

Apr.  29,  1785  a  companion  deed 
is  given  to  Abraham  Hobbs,  )on.  and 
Philip  Mackenzie:  **Convey  nnto 
the  said  Abraham  Hobbs  &  Philip 
Mackenzie  the  other  half  of  all  the 
lands,  tenements  St  boildings  tbereon 
of  what  I  sold  to  my  son  Benjamin 
Hobbs." 

Hay  4,  1785  a  deed  was  given  by 

Abraham  Hobbs  to  Abraham  Hobbe 
jun.  of  one  half  of  the  farm  be  had 
bought  of  Thomas  Cummings. 

By  a  deed  of  the  same  date  the 
other  half  of  this  farm  was  conveyed 
to  another  son,  Jonathan  Hobbs. 

About  this  time  the  sixth  son, 
David  Hobbs,  comes  into  full  posses* 
sion  of  the  Averill  place.  1  have 
been  unable  to  find  any  deed  given 
to  him,  and  am  obliged  to  base  my 
dates  upon  tradition.  Mr.  Austin 
Averill  tells  me  that  his  grandmother, 
the  wife  of  Solomon  Averill,  was  a 
granddaughter  of  Joseph  Cummings. 
Wlien  she  was  eighteen  yeam  of  age 
she  came  to  live  with  her  grandfather 
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on  the  hiU.  She  remained  there  two 
or  tliiM  7«tra  and  white  tlMi* 
came  to  the  raising  of  the  present 
ATerill  baro,  by  David  Hobte.  She 

f  died  Ia  MU  iMiag  85  yem  of  age. 

I Y  It  ia  rather  ft  tomidabout  wsy  to  gd 

at  it,  bat  it  fixes  the  date  of  the  rais- 
ii^  of  the  barn  at  about  1785  or  '86. 
PlolMibljtlM  hoow  WM  bQiH  lint, 
and  therefore  these  buildings  woaid 
be  something  like  1!0  yearM  old. 
We  presume  also  that  David  Hobtm 
dug  tiM  ir«U  hf  tiM  rotdtkto.  There 
is  still  an  old  fashioned  well  sweep 
here.  Modern  pipes  are  oonventent 
but  they  do  not  improve  the  taste  of 
the  wmter.  If  you  wish  to  prove 
this,  on  some  hot  day  in  summer 
when  you  are  weary  and  thirety,  stop 

^  and  get  e  drink  of  the  flneet  w»ter  to 

be  found  anywhere  in  tbia  ridnitv. 

March  26,  1792  Benjamin  Hobbs 
Ijecomes  sole  owner  of  the  Perkins 
pteoe  end  tlie  nttle,  reoeiviiif  et  Hwt 
time  a  deed  from  his  brother  Abra- 
ham, of  his  share  in  this  property, 
having  received  five  years  before  a 
similar  deed  ffeoni  Philip  Mackenzie. 
Two  yenra  nrnvious,  Apr.  20.  171*0, 
Jonathan  Uobbs  gives  a  deed  of  his 
helf  ot  the  BobiDeoii  pleoe  to  Me 
bfotiier  Abraham,  who  already 
owned  the  other  half. 

We  now  have  distinctly  a  Hobbe 
neighborhood,  owned  by  the  three 
brothers,  Abraham,  Benjamin  and 
Dnvid.  Mr.  Samuel  Mackenzie  used 
to  tell  me  there  were  ao  many  Hobbs' 
here  that  the  place  waa  n&led  the 
City  of  tlie  Ilohhs'.  As  they  passed 
away  their  name  was  dropped,  but 
the  term  '*City*'  etltl  remalne. 

Mr.  David  Hobbs  married  Rhoda 
Cunimings  Apr.  20,  1774.  His 
children  were  David,  Lu(^,  Mabby, 


Rhoda  and  Geonre.  Hia  eldest  son 
David  married  Sally  Perkins  1799, 
find  his  children  were  David,  Moses 
and  David  Cummings  Hobbs.  A 
few  fluotfii  pfwHooe  to  Me  nMUvhige, 
Dee.  18,  1798,  he  purchased  tte 
present  Bell  place  of  Charles  Davis. 
I  have  endeavored  to  trace  the 
owoenhlpof  tiUephuse  ae  far  btuek 
as  possible,  and  find  that  it  was  in 
the  possession  of  Nathaniel  Low  in 
1748.  The  farst  deed  I  found  was 
givm  by  Nathaniel  Low  to  Bamoel 
Low  and  Joho  Biadetraet,  Jane  9, 
1753. 

Apr.  9,  1726  a  deed  is  given  by 
John  BradsUeet  to  Samuel  Low  **of 
the  one  half  of  a  certain  Parcel  of 
Land  Ivmg  in  Topafield  which  they 
fomeny  Socgbt  together  of  Nathan- 
iel Low  of  Topsfield." 

Samuel  Low  gives  a  deed  of  this 
homestead  to  Charles  Da  via  Feb.  26, 
1787. 

Of  the  three  nobbs  brothers  pre- 
viously referred  to,  I  think  I  have 
heard  the  most  about  Benjamin.  I 
am  told  that  he  need  to  dt  hi  the 
door  of  tlu'  mil!  and  compose  ^>oetry, 
an  example  which  I  recommend  to 
the  preeent  miller.  The  only  eomp 
of  his  verae  which  I  ha?e  bc«B  able 
to  obtain  rm^  ns  follows  : 

"Now  from  the  high  and  lofty  bill 
I  eee  toe  meadowedreeeed  to  green. 
The  winding  river  gently  flows 
The  everlasting  hills  between." 
Nothing  very  remarkable,  to  be 
enre,  but  it  shows  that  Bealamlii  had 
a  pnetieal  son!  ;    hv  nlsn,  according 
to  report,  was  considerably  belliger- 
ent, and  hie  law  suits  were  numerooa* 
He  quarrelled  with  Jacob  Peabodj 
about  the  mill-dam,  and  with  my 
grandfather  about  the  boundary  line 
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between  their  farms.  It  is  related 
fhftt  they  dtepated  about  the  poMee- 

sioD  of  the  willows  by  the  brookside. 
My  jirraBdfather  claimed  tbem  and 
cut  them  down,  wkereupou  the  re* 
doubtable  Benjamin  hanled  llieni 
away  under  cover  of  the  dnrknens. 
This  gave  rise  to  more  poetry  attrib- 
uted to  a  great  aunt  of  mine,  Ann 
CSarkc.  It  is  not  at  all  in  the  style  of 
Anne  Bradstreet,  but  nevertheleie 
may  not  be  without  interest  to  the 
nnregenemte  ndad 

*^Tbere  was  a  miller  I  knew  once, 

And  be  took  double  toU, 
I'd  not  be  in  that  millcr'a  plaoe 

*    For  all  iiirt  n-t  it;ht  in  gold. 

A  poor  man  cut  some  willows  down 
To  make  himself  a  Are, 

Tbe  miller  hauled  the  trees  away, 
Which  made  the  poor  man  swear." 

Benjamin  Hobbs  was  thrice  mar- 
ried, iirst  to  Marv  Friend  of 
Wenham,  pnblished  Nov.  1771; 
second,  to  Mrs.  Mehitable  Searle  of 
Bowley,  published  May  20,  18(>4  aud 
third,  to  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Fuller  of 
Salem,  Feb.  25,  1812.  He  had  only 
one  son,  Daniel,  born  Apr.  25,  1779. 
It  is  said  that  Mr.  Hobbs  was  very 
pNWd  of  this  ton's  strength,  and 
would  put  the  heaviest  grists  apoo 
his  back  in  onier  to  show  to  those 
who  came  to  tbe  miil  bow  he  oould 
lift  and  what  feats  he  could  perform. 
This  in  time  caused  a  terrible  de- 
formity and  in  his  later  years  he  was 
uaable  to  walk.  The  old  people  say 
that  be  went  upon  all  foam  and 
hopped  like  a  toad.  He  came  in 
once  to  make  a  call  upon  my  grand- 
mother, who  felt  herself  in  rather  an 
embamMMing  poattton,  «e  she  was  in 
tbe  habit  of  aalling  her  callers  to  sit 


down,  but  did  not  know  as  this  one 
eofdd  sit  down* 

Daniel  Hobbs  married  Hannah 
Friend  Apr.  20,  1802.  In  a  deed 
dated  May  26,  1804,  his  father  Ben- 
jamin Hobba  conveys  to  him  **fai 
consideration  of  two  thousand  dol- 
lars one  half  of  all  my  real  estate 
with  the  westerly  part  of  tlie  dwelling 
house  and  also  the  whole  of  the  land 
that  tbe  store  «;t;inds  upon  with  all 
the  privileges  thereto  belonging.'* 

The  bnilding  here  designated  as 
the  store  was  built  by  Benjamin 
Hobbs  for  his  son,  on  nccouni  of 
bis  deformity  be  was  unabie  to  do 
tiie  harder  work  of  the  farm  and 
mill.  It  is  said  that  he  used  to 
spring  up  on  the  counter  like  a  rst. 
Ic  has  been  made  into  a  liouae  within 
my  recoUecton  and  wee  occupied  by 
M  iss  Mary  Jsne  Perkins  nSt?  bS 
death. 

Abraham  Hobbs  gives  to  Abraham 
Hobbs,  Jun.,  a  deed  of  half  the  Cum- 
mings  farm,  dated  Jan.  14,  1809. 
AlK>ut  this  time  the  old  house,  prol>- 
ably  the  first  bouse  upon  the  place, 
caught  fire  from  an  overturned  lamp 
and  was  utterly  consumed.  The 
present  house  was  soon  erected, 
probably  during  the  same  year, 
making  the  old  Uoblnson  house,  as  we 
call  it,  alK>ut  88  years  old. 

In  1810  I  and  the  first  record  of 
tiie  oonneiAion  of  Benjamin  Hobbe 
and  John  Mackenzie.  This  is  a  deed 
from  the  former  to  the  latter  of  **one 
undivided  moiety  of  all  the  lands 
sod  real  estate  and  personal  pro{)orty 
belonging  to' said  Benjatnin." 

In  the  same  year  also  "I,  Ren  jamin 
Hobbs,  miller,  have  eouHtituted,  etc., 
John  Mackenaie  of  Lynn,  wheel- 
wright, to  be  my  lawful  Attorney  for 
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me  to  receive  of  and  from  all  and 
every  peraon,  etc.,  sacb  money, 
dibtiv  ttte.,  u  ■hall  be  paymble  or 

coming  unto  me  the  ronstitiifnt  by 
any  means  wbatooever,  and  I  here 
assign*  etc.,  to  wid  Jolm,  sll  my 
personal  Estate,  aU  ootrtending  debte 
and  demands  and  empower  him  to 
ooUeot,  receive  and  demand  the  same 
for  hi*  tmn  nee,  giving  him  my  fall 
power  and  authority  in  the  premises." 

Still  another  <1eod  is  passed  be- 
tween the  same  parties,  bearing  date 
Fob.  7, 1819.  •«i  aeo)ariD  Btobbs, 
yeoman,  in  consideration  of  two 
thousand  dollars  paid  by  John 
Mackenzie  of  said  Topsfield,  wheel- 
wright, give,  gnuit  taid  oonrey  all 
my  renl  and  personal  estate,  to  wit, 
one  uudivuiod  moiety  of  all  my 
homestead  in  said  Topsfleld  with  the 
boUdiags  and  mills  thsreoa,  ele." 

Thus  closely  were  the  sfTnirs  of  the 
Macken^ies  and  Uobbs  intermixed. 
What  trooble  af torweids  aroae  be- 
tween them  I  do  not  know.  In  the 
.(.nnixe  r,f  my  investigations  I  have 
fouuU  two  instaooes  wh^  their 
intereeta  oonllieted. 

I  have  already  stated  that  Abra- 
ham Hohbs  jun.  received  a  deed 
from  ills  iuttier  of  half  the  Cummings 
farm  in  1809.  It  seems  fUi  Abra- 
ham inherited  the  bellicose  tenden- 
cies of  his  family.  At  or  abont  this 
time  John  Mackenzie  was  tending 
the  mill  and  associated  with  him  was 
his  brother  William.  He  beinp;  of 
smail  H.t:anre,  the  stalwart  Abraham 
thought  him  an  easy  prey  and  Tialted 
the  mill  one  day  in  Jobn'a  abaeaea 
for  the  purpose  of  picking  n  quarrel 
with  him.  William  defended  him> 
Mil  aa  beat  be  oonld  and  draw  Ua 
antagonitt  farther  and  farther  oat 


up<Hi  the  bridge  over  the  flume. 
There  he  managed  to  push  or  pull 
him  over  and  aoon  both  were 
9tnigo;Hn^  in  the  water.  Here  Wil- 
liam had  the  advantage,  as  he  could 
awim  while  Abraham  could  not,  and 
soon  reached  the  land.  By  this  time 
John  Mackenzie  had  .ippeared  on  the 
scene.  William  vowed  that  Hobbs 
might  drown  for  all  the  hdphe  wonid 
give  him,  bnt  John  sprang  into  the 
water,  held  -ip  the  drowning  man's 
head  and  assisted  him  to  laud. 
Safely  on  land  Abraham  at  onoe 
bestowed  his  blows  upon  the  new 
comer.  Here  he  hnd  found  his 
match  in  size  una  strength,  but  John, 
unwilling  to  fight,  retrMtid  op  tim 
hill,  simi  ly  keeping  hia  antagonist  at 
bay.  At  length  his  Highland  blood 
was  roused,  and  by  a  well  directed 
blow  he  fell^  Abraham  to  the  earth, 
breakinrr  two  of  his  ribs.  Then  the 
numerous  Hobbs  family,  who  had 
been  watching  the  battle  from  afto, 
came  and  bore  away  the  helpless 
form  '>f  their  fallen  chieftain. 
Abraham  Hobbs  afterwards  brought 
eait  against  tbe  man  who  had  laved 
his  life,  hut  for  once  law  and  justice 
were  on  the  same  side  and  John 
Mackenzie  won  the  case,  but  agreed 
to  remit  the  line  If  Hobba  wonid 
leave  the  place  This  he  did,  remov- 
ing to  Nottmgham,  N.  H.  After  a 
while  he  returned  and  when  he  ap- 
peared again  among  his  old  neigh- 
bors they  slyly  whispered  '*Notting- 
ham."  This  was  exceedingly  un- 
pl^waat  to  him  bat  the  name  clung 
and  thereafter  he  was  always  known 
as  "Nottingham"  Hobbs,  I  had 
heard  Mr.  Alfred  Mackenzie  speak 
of  him  bf  this  name  and  supposing 
ittobe  Ma  obrlrtian  name,  iooked 
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Uirough  the  reoorcU  for  **2iotttog* 
hum"  Bobhs  to  vain.  Whm  noxt  I 

saw  Mr.  Mackeozie  I  stated  my 
difficulty  and  he  re];it*'(!  to  nu-  the 
precadmg  hooi^.  1  tiud  tiiat  John 
llMk«nie  afterwards  bad  mnm 
trouble  with  Daniel  IIohbH  and  re- 
oovered  jadgiMeot  .iu;iiio»t  him  for 
•222  20,  dated  Aug.  1,  1812. 

In  Uarch.  181S.  Daniel  Hobbt, 
Benjamio  Hobhs  nnd  .Ttihn  Maeken- 
aie  give  dfieda  of  the  oiilb  and  the 
adjaeent  fan*  to  Bloata  Nawaaa 
and  Eliaha  Perkiii»^. 

Daniel  Hobbs  died  May  28,  1814. 
HfU  80, 1825.  the  aeuior  Abraham 
HoblMdIad  te  Topa>eld  poorfatNM, 
aged  about  85. 

The  followinsr  year  his  gon,  Abra- 
ham "Nottingham"  Hobbe«  gives  a 
dead  of  tlw  Bobinaoo  plaee,— Ibe  M 
CummiDgs  farm  to  Drwirl  Hobba, 
juu  and  John  Baa,  Jon*,  dattd 
Maix:h  21.  1B26. 

▲teaham  Hobbs,  David  Hobbs, 
jnn..  nnd  .Tohn  Ren,  jnn.  give  a  deed 
of  the  same  farm  to  Moses  Wildes, 
dated  Maj  10,  18M. 

Moaes  Wildes  sells  it  to  Joseph 
Adams  March  10,  1829.  aud  Joseph 
Adams  to  Benj.  RobiosoD  Apr.  16, 
t84f. 

The  Robinson  family  staid  on  the 
farm  till  1«74,  nirifp  which  time  it 
has  had  four  different  owners. 

Tba  last  Hobfaa  wbo  lived  mpom 
thia  place,  thodgli  I  believe  he  had 
no  ownership  therein,  wn««  George 
Hobbs,  a  son  of  the  hrst  David.  He 
II WM  wko  wofkad  to  tiM  abop  naar 
the  old  BchoolhouBr  and  whose  por- 
trait was  drawn  upou  the  door  bj 
Mjs.  Samuel  Mackenzie, (see  History 
of  Mackonsia  Family.)  He  was  a 
btodBMBtlli  hj  Inda  aad  wm  •lw»ys 


called  1^  the  old  paopla  **llaster 
Own,*  BitwaHt  wai  rate  «id 

buDgfing,  yet  strong  and  endnring. 
Often  hare  I  been  told  when  viewing 
HOiue  Uou<»ehuld  utensil  with  childiaii 
cariosity,  '«Oh,  llaalar  Q«aifa  omA* 
that  "  Wo  have  a  mortar  whi:>h  at 
one  time  had  an  idea  uf  Hplitting  in 
two.  The  services  of  "Maater 
George"  were  tlMWupoa  mIM  to, 

ami  an  iron  hoop  was  placed  ama^i 
it  big  enough  and  strong  enough  to 
baitni*  Bn-or-war,  ftiateaed  also 
with  a  cunning  device  whieh  weiM 
have  been  imjNMsiblc  to  a  pennon  of 
ordinary  mind.  1  think  that  mortar 
will  oatlaat  tha  aeitturka. 

The  father  of  ^'Master  George.'* 
Mr.  David,  died  at  the  pr*^Hf>nt  Aver- 
tlll  place,  Feb.  25,  1830.  During  his 
tort  jmm  ha  was  bltod.  *  atato  of 
thiugs,  I  am  told,  lanrpfy  cau»ed  by 
nndue  indulgence  in  Nt>w  England 
rum.  His  physician  warned  him 
that  if  he  persiitod  to  Ilia  ooano  ba 
won  Id  lose  the  use  of  his  eyes. 
**Then  farewell  eyes"  promptly  • 
rsapoodad  the  patient.  And  so  he 
lived  and  died  happy  in  the  pOMiih 
sion  of  that  whiok  to  toa  ftow  gave 
valoe  to  life. 

Tha  aatato  wm  aold  by  hit  ■amid 
wife  and  widow  Rebecca  Card  to 
Cynis  Averill.  March  18'>fi.  She 
then  went  to  live  with  her  stepson, 
David  HoMm.  at  tite  piaaMt  BaU 
place,  where  she  died  Oct.  1,  IWt 
at  the  great  age  of  96  years. 

This  place  was  the  last  place  owned 
by  tha  Hobba  to  oar  vietoity  Thw* 
have  been  two  houses  on  Ihifc.  farm, 
probably  built  by  the  two  brothers 
Nathaniel  and  Samuel  Low,  when 
they  owMd  the  eatate  together,  that 
ist  n  wmm  to  tnm  the  deede.  The 
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cellar  of  oae  of  these  bou«ea  may 
still  be  seen,  while  the  remainiog 
haoM  has  the  appearance  of  being 
very  old.  Likct  the  Perkins'  house  it 
has  had  additioos  at  differeot  times, 
<NM  fNvl  twing  nad0  of  one  ktad  ol 
wood,  another  fNurt  af  «  dtttaiMl 
kind  and  so  on.  Natbsnfel  Low 
owned  here  in  1747  ;  rmj  likeljr  the 
begteiriiig  was  eaede  et  that  titte, 
perhaps  before. 

I  am  tolfi  that  Interesting  reHcs  of 
the  liobbi)  family  are  atill  to  be 
lowid  here,  Tarloue  neleMt  ettielaet 
with  tools  and  implemente  Uyqfe 
enough  for  the  use  of  giauts. 

And  they  do  say  liiat  this  last 
Hobbs  house  is  haunted.  It  ie  e 
fact  that  a  family  Ipft  the*  honsp  on 
account  of  the  uoezplainable  noises 
beard  therein.  Doors  opened  noise- 
lessly, mysterioos  footvtepe  were 
beard  crossing  some  of  the  rooms. 
At  times  a  fearful  clangor  broke  out 
In  the  old  btaekemlth  shop  and  all 
the  epinning  wheels  wen  let  ft-whhnw 
log.  To  be  ewe,  the  pNeent  owner 


making  light  of  these  things,  skepti- 
cally states  that  the  doors  in  old 
houses  will  rattle  and  get  out  of 
order  and  even  speaks  of  rats  5n 
connection  with  the  mvsterious 
nolsee.  Bot  we  all  know  ttere  are 
eome  people  who  never  believe  any- 
thing. T  confess  to  a  love  for  the 
marvellous.  ''There  are  more  things 
In  heaven  and  earth,  Borallo,  than 
are  dreamt  of  in  your  philosophy." 

The  milt  and  the  a(^mpan3ring 
estate  passed  entirely  into  the  hands 
of  the  FOrfclns  family  In  IM. 
Jacob  Perkins  had  previously  boaght 
hi<(  brother  Elisba's  part.  This  deed 
IS  dated  March  15.  1828. 

♦•Homeetead,  dwelling  hoose,  bam, 
grist  mill,  carding  mill  and  other 
buildings  therein,  including  all  the 
carding  and  other  machinery  in  sjnd 
pertaining  to  said  mills." 

The  homestead  still  rernains  tn  the 
familv.  The  mill  was  retained  by 
them  tni  1878,  when  it  pnsMd  Into 
the  hands  of  its  preeoot  omMTf  Mr* 
WelUngton  Dooakleon. 
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nio  ■oOTMiftn  nf  Tnmnn  II  to  the 

throne  of  Englnm!  hoded  no  good  to 
like  ooloDiste  of  Maattacbosettt  Bay. 
At  the  begiaoiog  of  hit  nign  they 
wflfe  an  uidaiMndeDt  people  Uviog 
under  a  'representative  goveromeDt, 
levying  their  own  taxes,  oooducting 
^MrovDCOorle  of  Jnelioe,  eoliiiog 
their  own  money.  At  the  close  of 
the  third  year  of  his  roign  they  were 
ooae  the  lesa  iudepeudeut  iu  spirit 
but  the  prlTttegee  of  indepen^noe 
had  been  taken  away.  Legislation 
and  taxation  had  become  tlie  prerog- 
atiTea  of  Edmund  Audros,  the  Got- 
emorof  New  Kngland;  the  eonrte 
of  justice  were  under  bia  influence ; 
even  the  process  of  ^^countenancing 
and  encouragiug  the  Chnrch  ol 
BaglMid**  wae  well  mder  way  and 
Epucopel  eervices  were  held  every 
Sunday  in  the  Old  8oath  Meeting- 
bouse  at  BoetMl. 

fiodeeided  aohange  in  their  oon- 
(Tition  was  naturally  very  depressing 
to  the  colonists  and  the  smouldering 
flieeof  dieir  lodlgDajtion  tbreatened 
at  any  time  to  become  a  blaze.  But 
the  opprespion  was  so  shrewdly  con- 
ducted that  the  onporluuity  for 
ooneerted  eetioo  wee  long  to  preeeot* 
fug  itself. 

C)nly  gradually  were  changes  in 
the  Judiciary  and  in  the  system  of 
teantion  ooaeunmated,  end  thes 
under  the  cover  of  profes«?cd  ndvnn 
tage  to  the  citizens.  Remonstrauce 
only  resulted  in  meklng  the  burdens 
heATfer  end  for  the  most  part  the 
peofile  eeemed  to  reeiiee  thet  "die- 


eretioii  wee  the  better  part  of  valor." 

Bnt  the  spirit  of  liberty  tanght  by 
their  religion  and  nooriebed  by  their 
past  privilegee  ww  not  eesily 
strained.  Pesidve  eobmission  was 
impossible  to  some  high-stning 
natures.  It  was  inevitable  that  in 
leoleted  ineteaoee  et  leeet  the  eup* 
pressed  indignation  would  find  eft 
utterance,  and  so  it  was  in  fact. 
In  Essex  county  especially  lite  iude- 
pendent  eptrit  wee  too  strong  to  keep 
the  silence.  And  while  it  is  said 
that  several  towns  in  the  State 
refused  to  conform  to  a  certain  odious 
neamre*  It  ie  eeid  that  in  Essex 
county  every  town  but  three  joined 
in  tbis  refusal.  In  Ipewich  the 
oppositioo  to  ibt  mMsore  wee  ner- 
ticulariy  etrenuous  and  the  leedtm 
iti  the  opp<jsition,  six  in  nuoibert 
were  arrested  end  heavily  fined. 

Bat  the  begisnfiif  of  tiie  eMenpt 
to  coerce  Massachusetts  wae  evra 
prior  to  the  coming  of  Andros,  and 
at  the  very  outset  the  ire  of  the  in- 
dependent  Pnrlten  wee  eroneed. 
Among  the  first  U)  express  his  indig* 
nation  at  the  new  onit-r  of  affairs 
was  a  a  respected  citizen  of  the  town 
of  Topefield,  Lient.  John  Qonld. 

Tbe  ahrogfttion  of  the  charter  of 
Massachusetts  was  the  act  of  Cbaties 
II,  but  before  any  arrangements  had 
been  node  for  the  govemmont  of  the 
colony  hh  death  had  giuldcnly 
occurred.  There  were  too  many 
aflNiire  eft  hone  engaging  the  ettMi* 
tion  of  Ue  successor  for  him  to  eon* 
eider  the  eltnotioa  eoniee  ^  Atian* 
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tic  and  accordingly  be  directed  that 
for  tbe  present  all  the  officials  io  the 
ooloiilw  tboold  es«roiie  their  ftano* 

tioDS  as  heretofore  As  a  provisioij* 
al  expedient,  therefore,  the  govem- 
BMIot  of  Massachusetts  Ba^  was 
oondnoted  aooonding  to  liie  <M 

charter,  while  the  people  awaited 
the  pleasure  of  the  King.  They 
were  not  left  long  in  doubt  as  to  tbe 
BMore  of  his  policy.  By  the  infio- 
ence  of  Edward  Rnndnlph  a  tem- 
porary goveromeot  was  established 
with  Joseph  Dudley  as  President, 
William  StongUton  as  Deputy  Pres- 
ident and  Kdward  Randolph  himself 
as  Secretary.  ''Their  foootioQS 
wenjadteial  and  «zeeifti?e.  They 
had  DO  legislative  aut'noi  ity  "  Be- 
fore the  General  Court  of  Massnehu- 
setts  Bay,  which  however  the  officers 
of  tbe  new  government  refused  to 
recognize  in  an  official  capacity, 
Dudley  and  Randolp!)  laid  their 
commissions.  On  tbe  third  ciay  fol- 
lowing, but  under  protest,  tbe  old 
government  wns  dispnlvcd,  the  Gen- 
eral Court  having  Hrat  passed  by  a 
ananim<ius  vote  a  reply  to  the  terms 
of  his  Majesty's  commission. 

The  firbt  critici!5TT!  that  the.y  made 
was  this :  *'We  find  that  there  is  oo 
certain  deteimlnnte  mle  lor  yoor 
ndministmtion  of  joetioe,  and  that 
which  18,  seems  too  arbitrary  "  This 
was  upon  Mav  20,  1686.  And  as 
we  iDty  well  lielie?e,  the  knowlec^ 
of  what  had  taken  pla(^  fomished 
material  for  discussion  in  every  village 
of  the  colony.  Some  of  the  weaker 
men  were  doabCleee  reeolved  elreedy 
to  support  the  new  order.  The 
stronger  ones  were  indignant  against 
it,  and  none  more  so  than  Lieut. 
Joha  Gould  of  TopeieU.  He  eeeBU 


to  have  had  special  feeling  against 
the  court  regulations  referr^  to 
nbore,  end  between  May  29d  ud 
May  30th  was  heard  to  say :  "That 
if  the  county  was  of  his  mind,  they 
would  keep  Salem  Ck>urt  with  the 
former  majfstratee,  md  if  the  eooaty 
would  go  the  rounds,  he  would  make 
tbe  first,  and  would  go  and  keep 
Salem  court  and  he  would  have  bis 
eompeny  down  to  do  It.'*  Tbe 
events  of  a  month  seem  not  to  have 
cooled  the  ardor  of  his  resentment, 
for  on  or  nboat  tbe  Utb  day  of  July 
he  broke  out  agafai  with  this  declara- 
tion :  "That  he  was  under  another 
Government  and  bad  sworn  to 
anollier  Government,  and  did  not 
know  this  Government."  Heroic 
John  Gould!  But  his  liberty  of 
speech  cost  him  dearly.  There  were 
thoee  who  heard  hie  worde  of  noUe 
indiscretion  and  upon  the  represen- 
tations of  I.«5ine  Cummings,  John 
Wild  aud  Johu  Uow  be  was  charged 
with  treason.  A  warMOt  wee  iieued 
for  hi<;  arrest  nnd  he  was  committed 
to  jail  iu  iiostou.  This  was  upon 
the  5th  of  Aii^nst,  1686.  A  oopy 
of  the  original  wnrraat  hi  hete 
appended : 

Boston,  Sc. 

To  th^  Kteptr  of  hit  Ml(fmt^9 

Jail  in  Jioston. 

The  President  of  his  Majesty's 
Territory  and  Dominion  of  New 
Eoflland,  with  the  Deputy  President 
and  others  of  his  Majesty's  Council 
assembled,  the  7tb  day  of  August 
1686,  having  reoeived  informttion 
upon  the  oaths  of  Isaac  Cummings, 
John  Wild,  and  John  How,  of  sev- 
eral treasonable  and  seditious  words, 
•pukea  by  John  Goidd  of  Topaidd, 
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against  oar  Sovereign  Lord  the 
King*  Ac*   These  are  tliereforo,  in 

hia  majesty's  numc,  to  require  you 
to  take  into  your  Custody  the  body 
of  the  said  John  Ctould,  and  him 
•afely  Iceep  ontil  he  ehall  be  deliv- 
ered in  due  ooursp  of  T.aw,  and  for 
doing  this  shall  b«  your  warrant, 
given  at  the  Coniicil  Hoose  to  Bos- 
toiii  the  said  5th  day  of  Augnst, 
Anno  Dom.  1686,  Anno  que  R.  R. 
Jacobi  Dei  Gratia  Angliae  Ac. — 
seenndl. 
VeniCopia.       Eo  Bakdolpb. 

He  appears  to  have  been  suSunug 
from  some   physical   allaent  aad 

therefore  sent  a  petition  to  the  Pres- 
ident and  Council  of  his  Majesty's 
Territory  aud  Domiutoa  of  New 
Ehglanii,  fn  ooosequence  of  which  it 
was  ordered :  '*That  the  Prison- 
keeiwr  do  permit  tlie  said  John  Gould 
to  have  the  benefit  of  the  Prison 
yard  to  walk  in  during  bis  aiekness 
(the  keeper  tnking  care  the  said 
Gould  make  uot  an  escape)  till  fur* 
ther  order." 

Council  House  Boston,  Aug.  IS,  1686. 
(signed) 

Ed.  Randolph,  Sec'ry. 

On  August  I'J  iie  was  brought  to 
trial  before  a  specisi  session  of  the 
Court  fu  Id  in  Boston.  He  was 
found  guilty  of  the  charge  of  treason 
and  sent  to  prison. 

A  copy  of  the  original  document 
in  wbicb  under  oath  John  Wild.  John 
Hew,  Isaac  Cummiuss  d;  Ephraim 
How  witness  against  John  OouM  is 
herswitb  lossrted. 

CASB  OF  JOHN  GOULD  CHARG- 
ED WITH  TBfiASON. 

MSW  BVOLAMO,  8o. 


Bex  Contra  doiUd  in  iSession* 
i(^>0GiaH,  19M  Aug.  16M. 

The  Jurors  for  our  Sovereign  Lord, 
the  King,  do  upou  their  oaths  pres* 
ent,  that  John  Gould,  sen.,  otherwise 
called  Lieutenant  Gould  of  TopsGeld, 
in  the  County  of  Essex,  husband- 
man, by  force  and  arms,  that  is  to 
say,  between  the  23d  and  SOth  of 
May,  in  the  second  year  of  the  reign 
of  our  Sovereign   lyord,  Ac,  being 
evilly  aflFected   against   our  most 
snored  Lord  the  King  aforssaldt  his 
supreme  and   natural    Lord,  and 
devising  with  all  his  might,  and  in- 
tending to  disturb  the  peace  and 
oororoon  tranquillity  of  this  his 
Majesty's  Territory  and  Domain  of 
New  England,  as  the  same  is  now 
settled    by    his    Majesty's  Royal 
Commission  under  his  great  seal  of 
England,  and  the  introducing  again 
of  the  late  Government  dissolved  by 
law,  at  a  Riotous  Muster  of  armed 
men  gathered  together  by  him,  tlie 
afoK  said  John  Gould  as  their  pre- 
tended officer,  at  Topsfield  aforesaid* 
in  the  County  aforesaid,  fn  tiie  year 
aforesaid,  he  the  Hnid  John  Gould  as 
aforesaid,  then  and  there  beint;.  did 
against  the  duty  of  his  Allegiance, 
and  in  terror  of  his  Majesty's  liege 
People,  maliciously,  wickedly,  sedi* 
tioasly,  treasonably,  and  advisedly, 
speak  and  utter   these  malicious, 
treasonable,  and  seditions  sfeeehes 
following,  viz  :  If  the  Country  was 
of  his  mind,  they  would  keep  Salem 
Court  with  the  former  Magistrates, 
and  if  the  Conntry  would  go  the 
Rounds,  he  would  make  the  first, 
and  would  go  and  keep  Salem  Court, 
aud  be  would  have  his  Company 
down  to  do  it.    And,  fnrtber«  he* 
the  said  John  Goold  as  aforsssid,  on 
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or  about  the  nth  daj  of  July,  at 
Topafleld  aforesaid,  ia  tha  Coantv 
■lorcMkl,  in  tb«   year  afaruld, 

maliciouBly.  adviseilly  nnd  treasoua- 
bly,  did  say  and  utter  tbese  maiicious, 
treaaonable  and  seditious  words,  fol> 
lowing,  vis:  That  ha  was  ondor 

nnothpr  Ooveriiment  and  had  sworn 
to  another  Govern ment|  and  did  not 
know  this  OoveruMot,  aad  this  fo 
manitest  contempt  of  hia  Majesty's 
laws  and  Govemment  here  in  New 
£nglaod,  to  the  wiil  and  pernicious 
«z«Dple  of  all  othofs  in  the  Uke  eaia 
offending:,  and  against  the  peace  of 
oiirf^nid  Sovereign  Ltord  (be  Kiogt 
his  C  low II  Hild  dignity. 

John  Wild, 

John  Howe, 

Isaac  Cunimings, 

Epbraiin  Howe, 
The  punishment  thns  meeted  out 
to  him  was  hard  tn  hoar.  Hit  fami- 
ly, cousistiog  of  wife  and  afgllt 
cliUdrao,  was  deprivad  of  tho  ncaat 
of  support  and  be  therefore  sends  a 
special  potftftion  **to  the  honorable 
President  and  Council  of  his  Majes- 
ty's Territory  and  Dominloo  of  New 
England."  He  proraifcs  nllppinnce 
to  the  new  government,  states  that 
be  is  '^heartily  sorry  for  tbe  idle 
wovda  ba  atterred"  and  asks  «*that 
afKKi  his  payment  of  twenty  pounds, 
itisof  Court,  and  giving  sufflcieot 
•oeority  for  hit  good  behavior  be 
my  be  freed  froan  hie  imprison- 
ment." The  total  smoont  of  the 
bill  of  c<i«t8  w^  10.01.00,  itemised 
foilowa: 

jRex  versos  Oould.  A  bill  of 
costs  St  a  special  court  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer,  holden  in  Boston,  for  his 
Majesty's  Territoiyaad  DontokMiof 
NawSaglead. 


Amg,  I9tk  1686. 
The  Judge's  fee,  £1.00.00 
Drawiog  tbe  MletaMat,  0.0S.II6 

Filing  the  Indictment,  0.01.00 
Taking  4  Reoognizanoea  in 

Conrt,  0.08.00 
Filing  tbe  same,  0*01.00 
For  tbe  venire  facias  to  the 

Justice  and  MarobaU,  0.02.00 
For  reading  the  BvMeneee, 

No.  4,  0.01.00 
For  taking  and  entering  the 

verdicts.  0.02.00 
For  eatertng  tbe  Jadfenent»  O.OI.0O 
For  the  Discharge,  0*0t*00 
The  Attorney  General's  fee, 

for  plead iug  on  the  in- 
dictment, 1.10.00 
Ipuwich  Court  Chargers.  0.17.00 
Chai^gea  of  witnesses  at  Boe- 

toQ.  9.19.00 
Paid  in  Court  to  4  peraoat*  1.00.00 
Marri>sll  Green's  Joonev 


2,00.00 


£10.01.00 

Tbe.petiUoo  of  Mn  Goold  was 

as  follows. 

7b  the  honorabU^  the  tresident 

Uirui 

The  honUe  petition  of  John  Qonld 
humbly  sheweib. 

That  your  petitioner  shall  ever 
pnnr  for  your  Honours'  prosperity, 
as  ID  duty  bound,  for  your  fi?etaHa 
answer  to  his  late  petition  ;  wbidh.  If 
he  were  able,  he  would  readily  em- 
brace without  further  troubling  your 
honoQia;  bat  Ms  ferlUM  behiff  very 
inconsiderable  and  that  innumbered  ; 
aud  being  uncapabie  to  get  a  penny 
toward  the  support  of  bis  wife  and 
eight  cbildiaB.  He,  thenfon, 
bnkbly  fMaya,  thst  your 
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will  be  pleased  to  take  bis  deplorable 
eonditkm  into  further  ooDsideration. 
(he  beiiiK  heartily  sorry  for  the  idle 
wonls  he  uttered)  tliat.  on  bis  pay- 
ment of  twenty  pounds,  ftx»  of 
Gourt,  and  givinji;  sufHcieiit  eeeurity 
for  his  good  behaviour,  he  mny  he 
freed  from  his  imprisonment.  And 
your  petitioner,  aa  In  duty  bonndt 
ih«U  ever  pray,  etc. 

JoHW  Goui  n. 
His  petition  was  granted  and  ou 
Aug.  25  he  was  reli*atied  from  oon- 
Anement.  There  is  apparently  some 
Confu8i<ni  rennrdiiH^  the  terms'  upon 
which  bib  release  was  secured.  For 
there  seem  to  be  two  documents  in 
which  his  discharge  is  ordered.  In 
one  of  these  it  h  required  that  he 
pay  the  sura  of  twenty  pounds  l)e8ide 
prison  fees  and  fees  of  prusecutioQ 
and  furolsb  bond  for  his  good  be- 
havior. 

in  the  other  the  amount  additional 
to  the  efaarges  of  prosecution  is 
fixed  at  fifty  ponnnds  iustend  of 
twenty  and  it  is  stated  that  ou  Una 
being  paid  the  remainder  of  his  fine 
will  be  respited.  Both  documents 
are  signed  by  Ed.  Randolph,  8ec'y. 

Ortlered,  that  upon  the  petitioners 
payment  of  the  sum  of  twenty 
pounds  to  the  Treasurer  and  Prison 
fees  and  fees  of  Prosecution*  that  he 
be  discharged  bis  imprisonment  upon 
giving  bond  for  his  good  behaviour. 
Kd.  RAMDoura,  Swntary. 

Aug.  15fA,  1686. 

By  the  Presidetit  and  Council  of 
Ms  Majesty's  Territory  and  iMnaim- 
ion  of  Ne\D  England. 

Upon  reading  tbe  petition  of  John 
Gould,  and  considering  the  poverty 
of  bis  family  it  ia  ordered, 


That  upon  the  payment  of  Fifty 
Pounds  in  Bloney,  and  diarges  of 

Prosecution,  the  remainder  of  his  fine 
be  respited  and  he  be  released  of  his 
imprisonment,  be  giving  bonds  for 
hw  good  behavSour,  aooording  to 
order  of  Court. 

Ed.  Randolph,  Secretary, 
Aug.  25(A,  1686. 

As  security  for  his  future  good  be- 
havior Lieut.  Gould  homul  himself  in 
the  sum  of  100  pounds,  a  copy  of 
which  bond  Is  inserted  herewith. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents, 
that  1,  John  Gould,  senior,  otherwise 
called  Lieutenant  Gould  of  Tops- 
field,  In  tbe  oounty  of  Kiisex  (in  hia 
Majetjty's  Tenitory  and  Dominion  of 
New  Eniilfinl.)  husbandman,  am 
bolden  and  lirinly  bound  unto  tlie  most 
Uluatriotts  Prince,  ,lamea  II.  of  Eog* 
land,  etc..  King  etc.,  his  heirs,  or 
lawful  Attorney  in  tbe  sum  of  one 
hundred  pounds,  to  tbe  which  pay- 
ment, well  and  tnily  to  be  made,  I 
1)iiid  myself  firmly  v>y  those  presents, 
sealed  with  my  seal,  dated  the  twenty^ 
fifth  day  of  September.  In  the  2d  year 
of  the  reign  of  our  said  Sovereign 
L^rd,  James  II.  of  England,  etc., and 
in  tbe  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
six  hundred  eighty  six.  The  con- 
dition of  this  obligation  is  such,  tliat 
if  tbe  above  bounden  John  Gould 
senior,  do  well  and  truly  keep  the 
peace  of  our  Sovereign  Lord,  tbe 
King  aforesaid,  and  shall  aUo  be  of 
^ood  behavior  towards  our  said  Lord, 
the  King,  and  all  bis  liege  people, 
especially  to  the  InliBbitants  of  Tops- 
field,  aforesaid,  then  this  recogniz- 
ance to  be  void  and  of  none  effect, 
or  otherwise  to  be  and  remain  in  full 
force,  power  and  virtue. 

Jobm  Gould,  Anlor. 


Digiiizeo  by  Google 


179 


Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  to  the 
me  of  oar  8Rid  Sovereign  Lord,  tlie 
King,  in  tilie  pieeeDoe  of  Benjamin 

BuUivant. 

The  readiness  with  which  the  gal- 
lant lleatenant  ewore  devotion  to  the 

Kino;'s  go\'ornment,  now  that  ndver- 
eity  had  followed  his  rcsistaQce,  is 
at  first  Btirprising,  hut  in  the  absence 
of  any  wide  spread  disposition  to 
rebel  against  the  authority  of  the 
King,  it  may  have  seemed  useless 
that  he  should  become  a  martyr,  and 
in  praying  for  release  upon  the  terms 
stated,  be  did  but  follow  the  PTample 
of  the  majority,  who,  much  as  they 
dieliked  to  do  eo,  leellsed  tbat  anb. 
mission  wee  for  the  preeent  the 
wisest  course. 

He  seems  to  have  suffered  nothing 
fai  the  reepeet  of  hie  fellow  ettisem, 
for  when  by  the  accession  of  William 
and  Mary  to  the  throne  of  England, 
the  Aodros  administration  came  to 
en  end,  John  Ooald  waa  re-elected 
to  his  old  office  as  selectrnan  of  the 
town,  ''and  in  1690,  and  afterwards, 

was  chosen  the  deputy  of  Tops- 
Held  to  the  Genera]  Ck>nrt."  It 
seems  also  from  the  rpcnrd  of  a 
church  meeting  held  in  the  bouse  of 
Bev.  Joaeph  Capen,  June  18,  1692, 
that  the  ehareh  InTopsGeld  approved 
his  course  and  was  displeased  at  tbi- 
oonduot  of  John  How  and  others. 

In  oonsequenue  of  John  How's 
testimony  against  Oould  at  the  time 
of  his  trial,  a  coldness  had  sprung 
up  and  continued  to  exist  between 
ibem.  Both  were  menibwa  of  the 
ohttioh,  hot  QmM  oonoloded,  aa  ia 


surmised,  that  *'if  Uow  is  a  worthy 
member  of  the  Christian  ehardi,  and 

one  with  whom  it  is  fit  and  proper 
for  brethren  to  hold  communion, 
why,  then  I  am  not  such  a  member, 
and  I  will  just  stay  away.**  Aoeord- 
iugly  for  a  coDsidorahle  time  he  re- 
mained away  from  the  communion  ser- 
vice. It  was  in  the  endeavor  to  bring 
about  UMMe  cordial  relations  between 
the  two  men  thnt  this  meeting  of  the 
church  was  called.  The  church  ex- 
pressed its  disapproval  of  the  con- 
duct of  those  who  had  testified 
fieainst  Gould,  and  How  acknowU 
edged  that  he  was  heartily  sorry  for 
his  part  in  that  aifair. 

The  church  also  disapprove  of 
Gould's  neglect  of  the  table  of  the 
Lord  and  he  expressed  contrition. 
The  two  men  then  shook  hands  In 
token  of  mutual  forgiveness,  each  no 
doubt  made  happier  by  this  manly 
course,  while  the  blessing  of  the 
peace  roalcer  was  tlie  portion  of  the 
church. 

Such  in  brief  is  the  story  of  the 
treason  of  .John  Gould.  Treason 
against  tyranny  whose  other  name  is 
devotion  to  jnsticr^  and  to  freedom! 

And  such  is  one  of  the  many 
instances  by  wliieh  from  time  to 
tiiue  the  spirit  of  onr  StOfdy  fore- 
fathers foaud  expreHsion,  prophetic 
always  of  that  memorable  day  to 
whieh  they  looked  forward,  on  whieb 
we  look  back,  that  day  of  Independ- 
ence, whon  it  was  declared  and  soon 
in  bloody  conflict  proven,  ^'that  these 
nnited  oolonlei  are  and  oi  right  oo^bit 
to  be  ftree  and  Iade|»en«lent8tatea.^ 
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In  presenting  to  tiic  society  my  fourth  annual  report,  i 
have  pleasure  in  being  able  to  chronicle  a  continued  increase 
in  the  membership,  and  a  growing  prestige  among  kindred 
societies  scattered  about  Sie  county,  and  in  fact  the  state 

and  nation.  The  year  just  closed  has  added  thirty-seven 
members  to  our  roils — members  who  reside  in  thirteen 
difterent  states. 

We  have  lost  two  members  by  death,  Mrs.  Eunice  I'erley 
of  East  Boxford,  and  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Colbum  of  Wellesley 
Hills,  while  four  have  resigned  thetr  affiliation. 

Eight  meetings  of  the  society  have  been  held  during  the 
past  year  and  papers  have  been  read  by  Sidney  Perley,  Esq., 
of  Salem,  Miss  Marietta  Clark,  Benj.  J.  l^alch.  Mrs.  George 
Warren  Tinvne.  the  j)resident  and  your  secretary. 

The  society  now  has  a  total  active  membership  of  271, 
resident  In  twenty  different  states.  Every  New  England 
state  pays  its  tribute.  We  have  three  members  on  the 
Pacific  coast  and  one  in  the  southern  state  of  Alabama.  An 
effort  will  be  made  dtirinf^  the  comin<^  year  to  largely  in- 
crease our  rolls  and  proj^ortionately  our  income. 

One  event  during  the  past  twelve  months  comes  to  the 
fore  with  much  prominence — the  highly  successful  field 
meeting  held  on  July  27th,  the  Essex  Institute  of  Salem, 
uniting  with  us  in  extending  a  cordial  invitation  to  the  thir- 
teen Historical  societies  in  the  county,  to  be  represented  at 
the  pfathering.  and  every  one  without  exception  sent  its  del- 
4,  c^^ition,  large  or  small.    Methtien  on  the  extreme  northwest 

and  Lynn  on  the  southeast  sent  parties  of  enthusiastic  anti- 
quarians. A  stranger  within  our  gates,  a  Westerner  visiting 
New  England's  shrines  for  the  first  time,  left  "Cold  Roast 
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Beef  Boston,"  or  as  we  affectionately  term  it,  Nahant,  at  the 
seasonable  hour  of  five  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  after 
spendin<^  the  day  in  our  midst  told  the  reporter  of  a  great 
metropolitan  newspaper,  that  he  had  known  the  ideal  New 
England  country  village  only  by  what  he  had  read  and  seen  . 
in  picture,  but  at  first  glance  he  recognized  in  Topsfield  a 
aiost  delightful  type.  He  had  travelled  the  wide  world  over 
and  never  seen  any  spot  more  picturesquely  rural  than  this 
same  Topsfield  of  ours.  At  the  public  exercises  in  the 
afternoon  the  Town  Hall  was  filled  by  an  interested  audience 
that  heard  eloquent  speakers  of  national  reputation.  The 
Hon.  Robert  S.  Rantoul,  president  of  the  Essex  Institute ; 
Prof.  Edward  S.  Morse,  administrative  head  of  the  Peabody 
Academy  of  Science ;  Gen.  Francis  H.  Appleton  of  the  Gov- 
ernor's staff;  Mrs.  Alice  Freeman  Palmer,  ex-president  of 
Wellesley  College  and  an  educator  of  national  reputation ; 
Rev.  D.  O.  Mcars  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  the  orator;  Hon.  Alden 
P.  White  of  Salem  ;  John  W.  Hutchinson,  the  famous  singer 
of  emancipation  and  other  speakers  of  almost  equal  note, 
contributed  to  the  unqualified  success  of  an  occasion  that  * 
ever  will  remain  a  marked  day  in  the  history  of  our  society. 
To  unite  the  historical  societies  of  the  county  at  one  com- 
mon field  meeting  was  something  unknown  in  county  annals. 
It  remained  for  the  Topsfield  Historical  Society  to  achieve 
this  event  and  years  to  come  will  feel  the  good  fellowship 
and  influcnrr  of  that  July  day. 

But  this  s  icu  ty  must  not  rest  upon  its  oars  and  drift  with 
the  tide,  for  in  the  rapidly  approaching  year,  1900,  must  be 
celebrated  with  all  pomp  and  honor  possible,  the  250th 
anniversary  of  our  birth  as  a  town,  the  28th  in  order  on  the 
list  of  settlements  incorporated  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
colony. 

We  should  all  take  a  wholesome  pride  in  our  honorable 
record  as  a  town  and  make  every  effort  to  crown  the  anni- 
versary of  our  natal  day  with  a  round  of  becominj:^  festivi- 
ties. It  is  perhaps  none  too  soon  to  discuss  at  the  annual 
town  meeting  the  question  of  **ways  and  means,"  and  even  > 
the  election  of  a  committee  having  power  to  outline  the  ex- 
ercises of  the  day  and  submit  estimates  of  cost  at  a  future 
meeting.    He  who  goes  forewarned  goes  armed  in  all  points. 
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A  consideration  of  the  matter  in  ample  season  may  prevent 
mistakes  of  both  omission  and  commission. 

One  other  matter  I  would  keep  ever  before  your  eyes — ^the 
eventual  ownership  by  the  society  of  a  permanent  home,  a 
resting  place  in  some  ancient  building,  where  our  collection 
of  historical  objects  can  be  hntiscd  and  feel  a  natural  c^rowth, 
and  where  associations  with  the  shadowy  past  may  sharpen 
our  appetites  for  thin^ijs  historical. 

Such  a  movement  must  be  made  in  the  not  distant  future. 
It  only  needs  the  sinewy  arm  to  guide  the  plow*  for  neces- 
sary funds  will  be  forthcoming  with  the  successful  launch- 
ing of  the  project. 

Shall  we  not  unite  in  bringing  the  question  to  a  successful 
solution  before  the  dawn  of  our  anniversan'  year,  the  year 
when  objects  of  historical  interest  will  be  most  in  repute? 

Let  a  continuation  of  the  good  fellowship  and  earnest 
work  of  the  past  be  hoped  for  in  the  future.  Let  our 
society  be  the  spot  where  all  creeds  and  stations  can  meet 
upon  common  ground,  bound  by  a  common  tie  of  venera- 
tion,^a  research  into  the  storied  past. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

George  Francis  Dow. 
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Topsfield,  Jan.  2,  1899. 

The  treasurer  would  stibniit  the  following  report  of  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  for  the  year  ending  Jan.  2,  1899. 


RECEIPTS. 

Balance  on  hand  Jan.  i,  1898,  $77-90 

Historical  Collections  sold,  2.50 

Binding  volumes,  1.75 

Annual  dues,  97*50 


$179.65 


PAV.MENTS. 


Printing,  $42.84 

Engraving,  1.40 

Binding*  1 1 .44 

Paper  stock,  10.68 

Postage,  express,  etc.  22.51 

Field  day  expenses,  21.89 


$1 10.76 


Balance  on  hand  Jan.  2,  1899,  $68.89 


Respectfully  submitted, 

George  Francis  Dow. 
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NECROLOGY. 


Mary  A.  (Blanchard)  Colburn  was  bom  in  Shrews- 
bury, Vermont,  June  28,  1824,  and  died  at  her  younger 
son's  home  in  Wellesley  Hills,  Mass.,  Dec.  26,  1897.  She 

was  the  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Rebecca  (Lake)  Blanchard. 
On  the  twenty-fifth  of  November,  1846,  she  was  married  in 
Winchcndon,  Mass.,  to  John  Colburn,  of  Leominster.  He 
died  in  Wellesley  Hills,  Dec.  15,  1886.  Both  are  buried  in  the 
family  lot  at  Leominster,  Mass. 

Four  children  were  born  to  them ;  the  eldest  died  in  in- 
fancy ;  John  Henry,  who  married  Helen  T.  Bliss  of  New 
Bedford  and  lives  in  Boston;  Mary  Eleanor,  who  married 
Thomas  Guthrie.  He  was  born  in  Glasj;'ow,  Scotland,  and 
died  in  Hoston,  March  12,  1897;  Frank  Martin,  who  married 
Ida  E.  Childs  of  Roxbury.    She  died  Nov.  26,  1894. 

Mrs.  Colburn  joined  the  Tnpsfield  Historical  Society  in 
1895.  She  was  until  within  a  lew  weeks  of  her  death,  an  ac- 
tive, energetic  woman,  and  maintained  a  lively  interest  in 
current  events  at  large,  as  well  as  in  the  minute  details  of 
her  daily  life,  the  care  of  her  son's  motherless  children,  and 
the  domestic  duties  which  she  personally  supervised.  She 
was  the  true  type  of  a  New  Knjxland  woman  of  the  old  school. 

Her  unselfish  life  and  beautiful  character  will  be  a  pre- 
cious memory  to  a  large  circle  of  friends,  and  to  the  children 
and  grandchildren  who  survive  her. 


Eunice  Perlev,  died  at  Boxford  Sept  4.  1898,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-three.  She  was  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Lydia  (Guilford)  Peabody,  and  was  born  in  Topsfield  Nov, 
19,  1824.  She  married  Humphrey  Perley  of  Ipswich  Sept. 
16,  1844;  and  lived  in  Topsfield  and  I^^xford.  Her  life  was 
uneventful,  and  was  wholly  devoted  to  her  family.  Three 
sons.  I'.lbrui^e  I'erley  and  Humphrey  Perley,  Jr.,  both  of 
liu.xford.  and  Sidney  Perley  of  Salem,  and  one  daughter, 
Mrs.  Emma  J.  Chase  of  North  Andover  were  born  of  this 
union. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


To  the  Topsfield  Historical  Society  was  due  tlie  inception 
of  the  reunion  of  the  teachers  and  student  s  of  the  oh!  Topsfield 
Academy,  but  to  the  enthusiastic  cooperation  f>f  the  students  of 
"auld  lan^  s\  iie."  was  larijelv  due,  the  instant  success  of  the  re- 
union, held  on  ;in  An«,aist  (ln\ ,  when  Nature's  brightest  smiles 
strove  to  uuike  the  day  one  of  dearest  memory. 

The  morning  trains  brought  many  from  a  diatancc,  and 
every  winding  road  paid  its  tribute  as  the  noon  hour  drew  near. 
Lunch  was  served  in  the  Town  HaU»  by  resident  students  of  the 
Academy,  and  an  informal  reception  followed,  with  many  happy 
renewals  of  old  acquaintance ;  men  and  women  who  had  not  seen 
each  other  for  fifty  years  or  more,  recalled  the  bygone  days,  and 
many  were  tlie  effecting  scenes  and  incidents.  As  the  hour  for  the 
literary  exercises  drew  near,  a  large  number  of  students  grouped 
themselves  ahout  the  entrance  to  the  Hall,  and  were  photo- 
graphed, in  memory  of  the  day.  The  Hall  presented  a  beautiful 
picture,  as  flow  ers  were  nhundantlv  used  in  decoration,  the  speak- 
ers platform  l>ein<;  conipleteh  hidden  hy  masses  of  ferns,  sweet 
peas,  and  other  tlowcrs,  and  when  the  chairman,  Jcilerson  K. 
Cole,  of  Pcabody,  called  the  assemblage  to  order,  he  faced 
an  audience  that  taxed  its  seating  capacity.  Nearly  three  hun- 
dred of  those  present  attended  the  old  Academy  at  some  time  in 
its  history.  Rev.  Alfred  Noon,  of  Boston,  offered  prayer,  and 
was  followed  by  Mr.  Cole,  who  delivered  an  address  of  welcome, 
in  which  he  recalled  many  scenes  and  incidents  d  Academy 
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days.  Prof.  John  W-  Perkins,  of  Salem,  delivered  the  oration. 
Ills  topic  wns  the  personal  and  local  side  of  education.  This 
address  was  replete  with  timely  thotij:jhts,  and  was  frequently 
applauded.  Prof.  Cieorge  Conant,  of  Pasadena,  California,  who 
was  principal  of  the  Academy  in  1852,  read  an  original  poem. 
This  was  followed  by  the  ode,  written  by  Eugene  Tappan, 
Esq.,  of  Boston.  Mr.  Nathan  Dane  Dodge,  of  Newbury- 
port,  conducted  the  singing.  Mr.  M.  V.  B.  Perlejr,  of  Ipswii^i 
then  delivered  the  historical  address,  an  able  record  of  the  glories 
of  the  old  Academy,  that  was  greatly  appreciated.  A  reminis- 
cent address,  by  Rev.  George  L.  Gleason,  of  Haverhill,  carried 
memory  back  to  '^the  days  that  used  to  be."  Brief  addresses 
followed  from  Hon.  Israel  W.  Andrews,  of  Danvers;  Prof. 
George  Conant,  who  asked  those  present  who  were  instructed 
by  him,  in  1S52,  to  rise  in  their  '^cats,  and  the  surprisinjjf  num- 
ber, twenty-eight,  responded.  Rev.  Alfred  Noon,  John  \V. 
Porter,  Esq.,  of  Danvers,  and  Eujjene  Tappan,  Es(j.,  spoke 
briefly.  The  exercises  concluded  by  siiii^in^  a  h\  nin  to  the  tmie 
of  **Aul(i  Lang  Syne,"  Rev.  Francis  A.  Poole,  pastor  of  the 
Con^re^^ational  Church,  of  TopsHeld,  pronouncing  the  benedic- 
tion. Seated  on  the  platform,  with  the  speakers,  was  Deacon 
John  J.  Gould,  of  Ipswich,  who  attended  the  Academy  in  1830. 

The  following  committee,  Justin  Allen,  M.  D.,  Charles  J. 
Peabody,  Benjamin  J.  Balch,  Joseph  B.  Poor,  Henry  W.  IJike, 
Albert  M.  Dodge,  Mrs.  Sarah  K.  (Leach)  Woodbury,  Mrs. 
Ellen  A.  (Hood)  Welch,  Mrs.  Catharine  (Gould)  Perkins,  and 
George  Francis  Dow,  members  of  the  Topsfield  Historical 
Society,  or  resident  students  of  the  Academy,  arranjred  and 
carried  to  a  successful  conclusion  the  first,  and  probably  the  last, 
reunion  of  the  teachers  and  scholars  of  the  Topstield  Academy. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


THE  TOWN  OF  TOPSFIELD  AND  THE  INCORPORATORS 

OF  THE  ACADEMY. 


Every  mortal  has  his  birth,  his  life,  and  his  death,  or  as  we 
are  taught,  his  change  of  life,  and  after  that  the  judgment ; 
so,  many  human  institutions,  particularly  those  of  mental  and 
moral  design,  have  their  birth  and  life,  and  chanc,^c  in  the 
sphere  and  manner  of  their  activity,  and  after  that  a  judg- 
incnt. 

Topsficld  AcRdcmy  is  a  case  in  point ;  she  has  pursued 
the  common  path,  as  if  impelled  by  a  common  trolley.  The 
day  of  her  birth  was  one  of  joy  throughout  the  grand  old 
borou<^h ;  her  life  was  a  gem,  every  facet  of  which  reflected 
its  own  peculiar  attractive  color  and  brilliancy  and  beauty : 
her  chani^ctl  activity  now  lives  hidden  in  a  thousand  measures 
of  meal,  and  wc,  totla\ .  filial  in  our  love  and  devotion,  with 
breadth  of  view,  co^niizant  of  results,  and  just  in  our  estimate 
(as  she  ever  taui;ht  us),  review  her  life  and  accord  to  her 
her  proper  meed  ot  praise. 

The  birth  of  this  institution  was  during  an  academical 
period.  The  spirit  of  education  was  rife;  the  time  was  op- 
portune. From  1628  at  Salem,  almost  to  1828  at  Topsfield, 
when  this  Academy  was  instituted;  from  1654  at  Ipswich, 
of  which  town  Topsficld  was.  ctc^htecn  years,  a  part;  from 
1650,  the  date  of  1  (i[)sficld's  incorporation;  from  King  Phil- 
lip of  Mt  Hope  to  Kinj;  (ieorj^e  HI  of  Ent^land.  even  to 
1815,  wheii  closed  the  war  that  wrung  from  the  mother 
country  the  last  prerogatives  of  our  nationality,  the  history 
of  this  people  would  be  a  well-written  history  of  the  wars. 
Indeed,  it  was  the  first  opportunity  when  the  people,  frcc 
in  their  nationality,  big  v  i  li  the  possibilities  of  free  institu- 
tions, and  persuaded  oi  the  value  of  moral  culture  and 
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practical  learning  as  a  corner-stone  of  an  enduring  republic, 
could  hopefully,  earnestly  and  practically,  pursue  and  culti- 
vate the  arts  of  peace. 

At  this  time  the  spirit  of  education  was  rife — it  brooded 
with  propitious  wing  over  the  entire  country.  Time  fails 
me  to  tell  you  of  the  Gideons,  the  Davids,  and  the  Samuels, 
who,  through  an  inspiring  faith,  wrought  righteousness, 
escaped  the  edge  of  the  sword,  out  of  weakness  were  made 
strong,  waxed  valiant  in  fight,  and  turned  to  flight  the 
armies  of  the  aliens.  Many  of  these  men  were  coltege- 
bred ;  they  were  of  high  social  culture,  and  they  realized,  as 
we  did  not,  and  as  we  cannot  even  now,  the  sentiment  of  the 
legend  raised  for  years  over  the  rostrum  of  the  Academy : 
Knowledge  is  Power.'*  They  instituted  public  and  private 
schools  as  soon  as  there  were  pupils  to  attend  them.  From 
that  early  day,  during  all  the  trying  vicissitudes  of  ancestral 
life,  the  week-day  when  the  school  door  was  not  open  to  the 
inquiring  student  has  no  date.  Through  all  those  years, 
school  privileges  abounded,  as  opportunities  were  possible, 
and  means  could  be  afforded.  The  public  school  was  emi- 
nently practical,  and  the  private  school  was  no  less  practical 
in  mcetinfj  a  htj^hcr  demand.  There  was  no  conflict,  each 
rejoiced  in  the  growth  of  the  other,  and  each  maintained 
her  relative  ratio  of  numbers.  Gov.  Dummer  early  scented 
the  sweet  aroma  of  this  century  plant,  and  endowed  his 
academy  in  1763;  Phillips  followed  at  Andover  in  1780. 
A  radical  change  in  the  common  system  was  inaugurated 
about  1800,  towns  being  divided  into  school  districts,  pru« 
dcntial  committees  chosen,  and  school  work  and  rrovernmcnt 
made  comparatively  definite  and  positive.  From  i<So6to 
1820.  Mr.  Felt,  the  historian,  counted  no  less  than  seventy- 
five  advertisements  of  private  schools. 

At  the  time  of  the  institution  of  this  Academy,  this  cen- 
tury plant,  so  cherished  and  cultivated  by  our  ancestors,  and 
so  hopeful  in  its  fruition,  was  about  to  spread  its  broad  pet- 
als and  distill  upon  the  balmy  air  the  richness  of  its  treasured 
.sweetness.  The  common  school,  so  recently  cstnh)i^hed  on 
its  new  vantage  ground,  was  now  to  be  supplemented  by 
a  permanent  higher  grade  of  moral  and  educational  training 
within  the  means  of  the  common  people,  and  a  permanent 
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connecting-link  between  the  common  school  and  the  college 

was  to  be  established. 

Nine  academies  in  our  immediate  vicinity  were  instituted 
in  thirteen  years.  "The  Trustees  of  Merrimack  Academy" 
at  Groveland  were  incorporated  Feb.  7,  1823;  "The  Visitors 
of  the  Theological  Institution  in  Phillips  Academy  in  Ando- 
vcr,"Jan.  17.  1824 ;  "The  Proprietors  of  Haverhill  Academy," 
Jan.  28,  1828;  "The  Proprietors  of  Ipswich  Academy,"  Feb. 
28,  1828;  "The  Proprietors  of  Topsfield  Academy."  June  1 2, 
1828 ;  "The  Trustees  of  Abbot  Female  Academy,"  Andover, 
Feb.  26,  1829 ;  'The  Proprietors  of  Boxford  Academy," 
March  4,  1831;  "Lynn  Academy  in  the  Town  of  Lynn,'* 
March  13,  1832;  "Beverly  Academy,"  Feb.  7,  1835. 

Topsfield  was  part  and  parcel  of  that  ancestral  avalanche 
of  educational  force.  She  had  her  Winthrop  who  left  his 
name  to  a  commanding  elevation  in  the  northern  j)art  of  the 
town,  and  who,  in  1 642,  sold  for  £2^0,  300  acres  of  land 
**8ituate  in  the  hamlett,  village  or  place  called  Toppesfeild* 
in  the  parish  of  Ipswich" ;  she  had  her  Bradstreets,  Perkins, 
and  Peabodys;  her  Cleavelands.  Merriams,  and  Cummings; 
her  Goulds,  Balches.  and  Howlelts;  her  Hoods.  Townes, 
and  .Averiils;  her  Clarks,  Lamsons,  and  Kiniballs;  a  host  of 
worthies.  She  appreciated  the  f;;olden  o])portunit\'  and  re- 
joiced, a.s  an  Elisha,  in  the  cast  mantle  of  the  fathers. 

But  besides  these  common  inheritances,  she  had  two  others 
peculiarly  her  own.  She  was  centrally  located  and  "beauti- 
ful for  situation." 

The  Newburyport  Turnpike  had  contributed  to  the  former 
of  these  for  twenty-five  \'ears,  telling  daily  the  new.s  and 
business  of  cities  south  and  north  The  crack  of  the  coach- 
man's whip  and  the  chuck  of  heavy-laden  dray-wheels  had 
been  heard  upon  the  north-west  and  west,  for  many  years. 

•This  l.s  the  earliest  known  record  of  the  name  as  applied  to  this  ter- 
ritory. 1  he  phrase  here  auoted  is  found  in  a  deed,  dated  March  ao, 
1642,  and  given  by  John  winthrop,  Gent.,  of  Mew  Enrland,  then  reiTd* 
inj:  in  London,  England,  to  Kdward  Parks,  citizen  ancl  merchant-taylor 
of  London,  England.  The  deed  conveyed  land  whose  south-east  bound 
was  tlx  feet  from  the  spring  in  the  present  northern  boundary  of  Tops- 
field;  whose  north  \\  .t  was  near  the  old  gate  leading  to  the  residence 
o(  the  late  Emerson  Howej  whose  north-east  wa»  probably  just  east  of 
the  Corp.  Joho  Foster  eftlate. 
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Three  stages  passed  daily  between  Boston,  Salem  and  New- 
burx  nort,  and  one  between  Salem  and  Haverhill,  and  three 
niailb  were  each  day  opened.  This  village  was  in  daily  touch 
with  every  part  of  the  county.  Here  was  the  central  relay 
of  horses.  Here  were  brought  merchandise  and  passengers, 
and  political  and  literary  conventions.  Here  convened  the 
famous  Essex  Junto,  Oct.  6,  1808,  whose  voice  national  in  its 
influence,  waked  the  echoes  of  the  iii/ded  dome  and  vibrat- 
ed alon^^  the  corridors  of  the  White  House ;  here  followed  the 
great  ^.nu-junto,  Feb.  20,  1809;  here  the  Essex  County  Ag- 
ricultural Society  held  its  first  exhibit,  Oct.  5,  1820;  here 
was  the  great  Lyceum  convention,  Dec.  30,  1829,  backed  by 
such  men  as  Edward  Everett,  Daniel  Webster,  and  Horace 
Mann  ;  here  the  Essex  County  Natural  History  Society  or- 
ganized, April  i^,  iS\v|:  -md  here  also  the  Essex  County 
Teachers'  Association  had  its  birth.  The  central  location 
was  an  advantage  of  expanding  value,  and  demanded  stren- 
uous exertions  to  be  further  utilized, 

[Of  the  Lyceum  convention,  Hon.  Daniel  Appleton  White 
wrote :  It  was  **a  large  concourse  of  gentlemen  of  influence. 
I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  witnessed  a  more  interesting  ' 
and  enlightened  assembly.  Very  animated,  earnest,  and 
protracted  debates  took  place.  By  a  full  but  close  vote." 
the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: — Resolved,  that  it 
is  desirable  to  establish  a  general  lyceum  for  Essex  County 
— that  previous  to  such  formation,  local  lyceums  should  be 
established  in  the  several  towns — ^that  a  committee  be  ap« 
pointed  by  this  meeting  to  prepare  a  circular  letter  and  ad- 
dress it  to  suitable  persons  in  each  town  in  the  county' — to 
call  a  general  meeting  to  adopt  a  constitution — to  draft  a 
form  of  constitution.  Mr.  Vose  was  placed  on  the  commit- 
tee, and  the  meeting  for  adopting  a  constitution  was  called 
at  Ipswich  Hotel,  at  10  o'clock,  on  March  17,1830.  The 
object  of  the  lyceum  was  "the  improvement  of  its  members 
in  useful  knowledge  and  the  advancement  of  popular  educa> 
tion,  by  reading,  conversation,  discussions,  dissertations,  il- 
lustrating the  sciences,  or  other  exercises,  which  shall  be 
thought  expedient ;  and  as  it  is  found  convenient  will  be 
procured  a  cabinet  consisting  of  books,  apparatus  for  illus- 
trating the  sciences,  plants,  minerals,  and  other  natural  or 
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artificial  productions."   The  title  used  by  the  committee  was 
Confederation,  or  Convention,  of  Lyceums.    Topsfield  had 
another  meetinr^  Jan.  i8,  1830. — Essex  Hist*  ColL^  voL 
part  2,  p.  v:>.  and  vof.  rS.p,  29?.] 

Her  "beauty  lor  situation  had  been  long  recognized;  her 
rural  quiet  and  social  amenities  long  attested ;  her  village 
homes  and  fann  villas  indicated  persistent  diligence,  a  learned 
intelligence  and  stored  wealth ;  the  lake  and  river  were  an 
added  charm  to  her  landscape,  and  invited  to  aquatic  sports ; 
her  hills  afforded  a  great  variety  and  extent  of  scenic  beaiit\' 
of  land  and  ocean  Not,  however,  that  she  so  far  excelled 
her  sisters ;  but  that  these  natural  gifts,  each  enhancing  the 
value  of  the  other,  made  her  the  first  choice  of  towns  for 
academic  life. 

Topsfield  was  a  pioneer  in  establishing  the  new  system  of 
schnn1<;  "Miss  Flovd's  Academy"  was  located  here  as  early 
as  1819*.  Preceding  this  or  succccdinc^  it,  or  both  and  the 
while,  was  Mrs.  A.  P.  Curtis  and  Lydia  R.  Ward's  Academy. 
Mrs.  Curtis'  school  is  mentioned  as  late  as  1827.  The  ses- 
^  sions  of  Miss  Floyd's  Academy  were  held  at  Dr.  Nehemtah 

Cleaveland's  house,  and  it  may  be  that  a  knowledge  of  her 
success  placed  the  Doctor  among  the  foremost  advocates  of 
a  public  academy. 

The  original  docnment,  the  initial  formal  action,  in  relation 
to  this  school,  rctids  as  follows:  — 

"Our  country  has  already  risen  to  a  high  rank  in  civiliza- 
tion and  mental  culture;  and  the  present  period  is  distin« 
guished  for  the  rapid  Improvement  in  almost  every  useful  art 

•Wr  have  been  shown,  by  Mrs  N.  Rawson  Underbill,  of  Ipswich,  a 
nianu.scnpt  book  whose  title  page  reads  thus  : — "Miscellaneous  Exer- 
cises on  Composition  by  Lncj  Martin  of  .Salem,  at  Miss  Curtis  and  Miss 
Fl  y  I  s  school,  Salem,  Jane  la,  1816."  Tlie  latest  date  in  the  book  is 
July  iS,  1819.  < 

Abigail  Floyd. 

Informs  her  friends  and  the  public,  that  the  wlU  open  a  SCHOOL  on 

^  the  first  Monday  in  April,  in  the  chamber  over  Mr.  Stearns*  store,  Essex 

Street,  formerly  occupied  by  Mr.  Blydon  for  that  purpose,  where  she 
irill  te^  Reading,  Writing,  Arithmetic,  English  Grammar,  Rhetoric, 
Composition  and  Needle- Work  — Also  an  intermediate  School  from  if 
to  I  o'clock. — SaUm  GasttU^  Mar,  17,  1809. 
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and  science.    We  the  undersigned  fully  believing  that  the 

town  of  Topsfield  is  ver\^  favorably  located  for  an  Academy, 
and  desirous  to  keep  pace  with  the  country,  while  we  secure 
to  ourselves  and  posterity  the  means  of  acqiiirinpf  useful 
knowledge,  agree  to  pay  llic  sum  or  sums  annexed  to  our 
respective  names,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  building  or 
buildings  suitable  for  an  academy  in  said  town,  the  site  to  be 
hereafter  selected  by  the  promoters  of  the  aforesaid  object 
and  whoever  may  have  the  munificence  to  endow  the  institu- 
tion, it  is  our  most  cordial  wish,  and  design,  that  it  thall  bear 
His  name  forever,  with  the  privilege  of  appointing,  while 
living,  all  the  Trustees,  of  which  body  He  himself  shall  be 
the  President. 

Topsfield,  May  8  day  1827. 


Jeremiah  Stone 

$50 

Thomas  Emerson 

100 

Nathl.  Perley 

25 

Frederick  Perley 

25 

Joel  Lake 

20 

Jerry  White 

10 

Cornclens  Bradstreet 

50 

Edward  Hood 

25 

Isaac  Killam 

50 

Moses  Wright 

20 

John  Sawyer 

20 

John  Wright 

20 

Benjamin  C.  Perkins 

25 

John  Lamson 

40 

paid 


paid 
(I  »» 

This  paper  seems  to  have  been  intended  as  a  suggestion, 
but  their  active  purpose  could  not  wait  for  respondents  to 
grow,  and  the  following  action  matured  in  the  next  Septem- 
ber :  — 

"We  the  subscribers  do  hereby  covenant  and  agree  toj^ether, 
and  do  hereby  severally  promise  to  pay  the  sums  set  to  our 
respective  names  to  be  appropriated  to  the  sole  purpose  of 
procuring  a  proper  site  and  erecting  thereon,  a  suitable  build- 
ing for  the  exclusive  purpose  of  keeping  such  high  school 
or  schools  therein,  of  either  or  of  both  sexes,  as  shall  from 
time  to  time  be  agreed  upon  by  the  proprietors  or  by  those 
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to  whom  the  management  of  the  same  shall  be  entrusted ; 

and  we  do  hereby  severally  promise  to  pay  said  sums  at  such 
times  and  in  such  proportions  as  shall  be  required  by  any  com- 
mittee duly  authorized  to  receive  the  same,  and  it  is  hereby 
agreed  that  in  all  proceedings  hereafter  to  be  had  in  the 
premises,  each  subscriber  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote  for 
every  twenty  dollars  by  him  or  her  subscribed,  provided 
however*  that  no  person  shall  give  more  than  ten  votes  in  his 
or  her  own  right,  ^To  the  prompt  and  faithful  perform- 
ance of  all  that  is  above  written  we  do  hereby  jointly  and 
severally  bind  ourselves  and  our  respective  heirs. 

Witness  our  hands  this  sixth  day  of  September  1827. 


Wdliam  Munday 

$100 

raid 

Billy  hmerson 

100 

1^ 

John  Rea  Jr 

100 

If 

IN.  L.ieaveiana 

100 

if 

Frederic  J.  Merriam 

100 

i< 

Moses  Wildes 

100 

«• 

Jacob  Towne  Jun 

100 

•« 

Samuel  Gould 

100 

4< 

R.  Merriam 

too 

(« 

VVm.  N.  Clcavcland 

50 

■  « 

Solomon  Wildes 

100 

«l 

Gilbert  lirownell 

lOO 

<■ 

Ephm  Wildes 

100 

l< 

Sam'l  Hood 

50 

U 

Thos.  Emerson 

too 

« 

Nathl.  Perley 

<( 

Frederick  Perley 

25 

•« 

Joel  Lake 

20 

1< 

John  Uwincll 

100 

<« 

Isaac  Killam 

50 

*« 

Moses  Wright 

ao 

l< 

John  Sawyer 

25 

«< 

Jeremiah  Stone 

25 

•< 

Edward  Hood 

25 

n 

John  Lamson 

40 

R.  G.  Dennis 

25 

The  building  was  begun  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  but  a  se- 


r 
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vere  cold  coining  on  ia  October  (when  Jack  Frost  through 
out  the  country  placed  an  embargo  on  unharvested  pota- 
toes and  confiscated  thousands  of  bushels),  the  lumber  was 

piled  till  the  next  year.    The  structure  was  45  by  36  feet  on  I 
the  ground,  two  stories  high,  was  covered  by  a  hip-roof,  "* 
which  was  surmounted  by  a  belfry  in  the  center,  whur^c  bell  1 
one  of  the  worthy  instructors  used  to  say  was  toned  to  the  ; 
key  of  P.   Each  story  contained  a  large  school*room  with    ~  1 
ante-room  and  stairway.   A  writer,  in  the  Salem  GoMgtte,  ' 
about  that  time  records :  "The  building  is  perfecdy  and  - 
commodiously  finished,  in  two  departments,  upper  and  low- 
er, with  blinds  to  the  whole  house.    It  is  on  an  elevated,  and 
most  beautiful  spot,  a  little  retired  from  the  public  road." 

The  land  was  purchased  of  Dr.  Nehemiah  Cleaveland, 
3  acres  and  59  rods,  for  $637.50,  and  was  conveyed  by  deed  . 
dated  Oct.  23,  1828.    An  entrance  upon  the  land  was  near 
the  blacksmith-shop,  in  low  ground,  it  is  said,  and  unfitted 
for  the  purposes  of  a  school.    The  present  entrance  on  | 
Main  Street  was  purchased  of  John  Rea,  Jr..  guardian  of 
Harriet  Josephine  Emerson,  minor  daughter  of  Joseph  Em- 
erson  (and  late  the  wife  of  Charles  H  Holmes,  Esq.,  long 
known  as  the  tallest  man  in  the  county),  12.7  square  rods,  I 
for  $17,  and  was  conveyed  by  deed  dated  June  lo,  1829. 

The  following  names  appear  in  the  act  of  incorporation: 
Nehemiah  Cleaveland.  who  was  a  leading  physician  and  in 
practice  here  many  years ;  Samuel  Hood,  who  was  a  car- 
penter by  trade,  a  house-wright  and  master  builder.  He 
was  master-carpenter  on  the  Franklin  Building,  Salem,  and 
on  other  noted  structures,— and  was  chairman  of  the  Acad- 
emy building-^ommittee,  and  the  contractor  and  builder  of 
it;  Billy  Emerson,  who  was  the  most  extensive  general  tra- 
der Essex  County  ever  had.  and  of  whom  it  is  said,  he  ' 
could  journey  to  Canada  (as  he  used  to)  and  stop  at  his 
own  hotel  every  night;  Jacob  Towne,  Jr.,  who  was  town-  . 
clerk  for  twenty  years ;  Isaac  Killam,  who  was  a  captain  in  | 
the  militia  and  an  independent  farmer;  Moses  Wildes,  who 
was  a  blacksmith  and  counted  among  the  wealthy  citizens;  ^ 
Samuel  Gould,  who  was  a  grocer,  and  who  exercised  many 
town  ofTices;  Frederick  J.  Merriam.  who  was  extensively 
engaged  in  both  trading  and  farming,  (is  styled  "drover,"  in 
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the  SaUm  Gazette,  April  25.  1835);  John  Rea,  Jr.i  who 
kept  a  hotel  where  Mr.  John  Bailey's  residence  now  is,  who 
was  later  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  and  afterwards  a  farmer  in 
New  Brunswick ;  William  N.  Cleaveland,  who  was  some- 

»  time  a  manufacturer  at  ''The  Mills/'  Byfield,  and  later  a 

wealthy  farmer  in  Boxford ;  Jeremiah  Stone,  M.  D.,  who 
was  a  skillful  physician,  located  in  town  about  eight  years, 
and  afterward  removed  his  practice  to  Provincetown,  where 
he  died  ;  Moses  Wright,  who  was  a  captain  in  the  militia, 
and,  it  is  believed  a  boot-manufacturer  in  Topsficld  and  in 
Georgetown  where  he  later  made  his  home;  Edward  Hood, 
who,  in  modern  phrase,  was  a  cattle>broker,  and  conducted  a 
large  business;  Nathaniel  Perley,  who  was  a  General  in  the 
militia,  and  kept  a  country  store,  till  he  sold  to  Benjamin 
Perley  Adams,  and  removed  to  Danvers.  The  property  is 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  Joseph  Bailey  Poor,  a  general 
merchant.  The  act  of  incorporation  further  states  that 
the  above  named  persons  together  with  such  other  per- 
sons as  now  are,  or  may  hereaifter  be  associated  with  them 

<  and  their  successors  *  *  *  *  shall  be  a  corporation  by  the 

name  of  the  "Proprietors  of  Topsfield  Academy;"  that  by 
that  name  the  institution  "may  sue  and  be  sued  may  have  a 
Common  seal,  and  w\,\\'  {)urchase  and  hold  an\-  real  and  per- 
sonal estate  not  exceixlinti^  $30,000  in  value,  and  may  at  any 
legal  meeting  make  and  establish  rules,  orders  and  by-laws 
for  the  well  ordering  and  governing  the  affairs  of  said  cor- 
poration provided  the  same  are  not  repugnant  to  the  laws 
of  the  Commonwealth,  and  may  annex  penalties  for  the 
breach  of  any  such  rules,  orders  or  by-laws,  and  the  said 
corporation  is  hereby  vested  with  all  the  powers  necessary 
for  carrying  into  effect  the  purposes  of  this  act;  and  further 
that  the  property  of  said  corporation  shall  be  divided 
into  shares,  and  die  proprietors  of  said  shares,  at  any  legal 
meeting  may  make  assessments  upon  the  shares  for  the  use 
of  said  corporation  and  the  same  collect,  in  such  way  and 
manner  as  may  be  acjrecd  upon,  and  all  votes  shall  be  dctcr- 

^  mined  by  a  majority  of  tlie  voters  present,  counting  one 

vote  to  each  share  provided  no  one  member,  in  his  own 
right  shall  have  more  than  ten  votes,  and  the  share  of  any 
proprietor  who  shall  be  delinquent  in  paying  any  assessment 
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may  be  sold  at  auction  for  the  i>ayment  thereof,  by  the  per- 
son ap])ointed  to  collect  the  same.  *:jivin^  clue  notice  of  the 
tiiiif  and  place,  and  after  paying  the  assessment  and  all  the 
necessary  incidental  charges,  the  overplus  money,  if  any, 
arising  from  the  sale*  shall  be  paid  to  the  delinquent  pro* 
prietor,  and  the  shares  shall  be  deemed  personal  estate  and 
the  proprietors  may  establish  the  manner  of  transferring  the 
same ;  also,  that  said  corporation  may  appoint  all  necessary 
otTiccrs  and  with  such  authority  as  by  their  bv-laws  they  may 
establish  for  the  due  management  of  its  affairs  and  the  reg- 
ulation of  the  school;  and  that  the  said  Jacob  Towne  Jr., 
may  call  the  first  meeting  and  appoint  the  time  and  place 
thereof :  providtd  nevertheless,  that  nothing  in  this  act  shall 
be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  Legislature  from  altering 
or  repealing^  it  at  any  time  hereafter. 

The  term  incorporators  as  used  above  embraces  such  per- 
sons as  appeared  by  name  in  the  act  of  incorporation,  and 
they  do  not  differ  otherwise  from  the  proprietors.  The  fol' 
lowing  is  a  complete  list  of  the  first  owners  of  the  institu- 
tion, showing  their  respective  interests  or  number  of  shares. 
It  is  noticed  that  the  certificates  were  not  cashed  till  a  year 
or  two  after  the  school  had  its  birth.  All  the  certificates 
are  dated  Oct.  20,  1 829,  ex^cept  the  last  three  which  are 
dated  Sept.  7,  1830. 

1.  William  Munday,  No.     i  to  5. 

2.  Billy  Emerson,  No.  6  to  to. 
5.  Samuel  Rea,  Portsmouth.  N. 

H.  (filled  out  and  sig^ncd  but 

not  cut  from  stock  book)      No.  11  to  15. 

4.  Moses  Wildes,  No.  16  to  20. 

5.  Jacob  Towne,  Jr.,  No.  21  to  25. 

6.  Frederick  J.  Merriam,  as  Rea's 

(No.  3  )  but  indorsed :  Trans- 
ferred to  Ben].  Adams  on 
March  29,  1830.  for  $15.00. 
Marked  "cancelled,"  No.  26  to  30. 

7.  Nehemiah  Cleaveland,  No.  31  to  35. 

8.  Samuel  Gould,  No.  36  to  40. 

9.  Ro3^1  Augustus  Merriam,      No.  41  to  45. 
to.  Solomon  Wildes,  Boston,       No.  46  to  50. 
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II.  Gilbert  Brownell,  Boston*  No.  51  to  55. 
12   Thomas  Emerson,  No.  56  to  60. 

1 3.  John  Duinell,  No.  61  to  65. 

14.  Est.  of  Col.  Ephraim  Wildes,  No.  66  to  70. 

15.  Joel  Lake,  No.  71. 

16.  Moses  Wright,  No.  72. 

1 7.  John  Lamson,  No.  73  &  74. 

18.  Wm.  N.  Cleaveland,  trans- 

ferred Sept.  4,  1830,  to 

Rev.  James  F.  McEwen,        No.  75,  76,  \  of  79. 

19.  Cornelius  B.  Bradstreet,  No.  77,  78,  ^  of  79. 

20.  Samuel  Hood,  certificate 

cut  out  and  gummed  in 
again,  and  transferred  to 
Rev.  James  F.  McEwen, 

Sept.  4,  1830,  for  $5.00,       No.  80,  81,  i  of  84, 

21.  Edward  Hood,  No.  82,  \  of  84. 

22.  Rev.  Rodney  G.  Dennis,         No.  83, 1  of  84. 

23.  Nathaniel  Perley,  No.  85, 1  of  89. 

24.  Frederick  Perlcy,  No.  86,  ]  of  89. 

25.  John  Sawyer,  No.  87,  \  of  89. 

26.  Benj.  C.  Perkins,  No.  88,  J  of  89. 

27.  Isaac  Killam,  No.  90,  91,  J  of  92. 

28.  Jeremiah  Stone,  No.  93,  94,  ^  of  92. 

29.  Samuel  Bradstreet,  No.  95  to  99. 

30.  John  Wright,  No.  too. 
Benjamin  Adams  transferred  shares  No.  26  to  30  to  Still- 
man  Stone,  under  date  April  3,  1830,  for  $25.   They  are 
marked  "cancelled". 

Wm.  N.  Cleaveland  transferred  shares  No.  75,  76,  \  of  79, 
under  date  Sept.  4,  1830,  to  Rev.  James  F.  McEwen. 

The  stock-book  shows  twelve  certificates  signed  in  blank 
by  N.  Cleaveland,  President. 

Jacob  Towne,  Jr.,  called  the  first  meeting,  of  the  proprie- 
tors and  was  treasurer  till  1832,  when  Dr.  Royal  A.  Merriam 
was  chosen.  Dr.  Jeremiah  Stone  was  the  hrst  secretary  and 
Rev.  James  V .  .Mcl-^wen  succeecletl  him.  Nehemiah  Cleveland, 
Royal  Augustus  Merriam,  Jeremiah  Stone,  Samuel  Gould, 
Solomon  Wildes,  John  Lamson,  John  Rea,  William  Munday 
and  William  N.  Cleaveland  were  the  first  standing  committee. 
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The  institution  was  dedicated  May  7,  1828,  Rev.  Rodney 
G.  Dennis,  pastor  of  the  local  church,  deliverinfy  the  ad- 
dress, which  was  printed.  That  was  also  the  tirst  day  ot  the 
term.  Mr.  Dennis'  address  was  well  written,  well  delivered, 
and  well  received.  The  standing  committee  requested  the 
manuscript  for  publication.  It  was  published  by  subacrtp' 
tion  in  a  pamphlet  of  sixteen  pac^cs.  Sylvester  Ciimmin^s 
took  twenty  copies;  N.  Clcavchind.  Hilly  limerson,  Francis 
Vosc.  Jeremiah  Stone.  Samuel  Gould,  ten  each:  Israel  Rea, 
Jr.,  and  Susan  Cumniings,  six  each ;  Joel  Lake,  William 
Munday,  William  Gunnison,  Benjamin  C.  Perkins,  Hannah  P. 
Bradstreet,  Samuel  Hood,  Jacob  Towne,  Jr.,  five  each ;  W. 
N.  Cleaveland,  Benjamin  Kimball,  four  each ;  David  Lake, 
\V.  Conant.  Thomas  Raich,  Cornelius  B.  Bradstreet,  Na- 
thaniel Perlr\-.  Moses  Wright.  Aaron  Conant,  John  Wright, 
Lydia  B.  Kmerson,  Joseph  Halchelder,  Isaac  Killam.  W.  R. 
Hubbard,  Josiah  Pcabody,  tlirce  each;  eighteen  others,  two 
each;  nineteen  others,  one  each.  The  list  of  sixty-seven 
names  probably  shows,  other  things  being  equal,  the  enthu- 
siasm with  which  the  new  institution  was  received. 

The  occasion  was  a  red-letter  da)'  in  the  town's  liistory.  Mr. 
Dennis  had  spoken  the  right  won!;  the  school  opened  pros- 
perously ;  the  teachers  were  professionals ;  and  the  proprie- 
tors were  in  earnest  and  sanguine  of  success. 

One  of  Mr.  Dennis'  opening  sentences  reads  as  follows : 
**Your  attention  is,  therefore,  solicited,  while  the  attempt  is 
made  to  offer  some  remarks,  on  the  importance  of  connecting 
piety  with  knowled^n:-.  By  piety  will  be  tindersttjoil  a  devout 
disposition  of  heart,  accompanied  by  a  course  <.>f  life  in  cor- 
respondance  with  the  divine  commands,  and  by  knowledge^ 
the  improvement  of  the  mind." 

Near  the  close  he  said :  '*This  morning  forms  a  new  epoch 
in  the  annals  of  literature,  and  may  we  not  say  of  piety,  in 
this  place.  An  Academy,  in  Topsfield,  had,  for  many  years 
p:,^t  hrrn  a  subjcct  of  conversation  ;  many  sanc^uine  wishes 
had  been  expressed  that  there  n  i.  ht  be  one,  but  never  till 
now  has  one  been  opened.  May  we  not  hail  its  commence- 
ment, as  a  new  occasion  to  the  cause  of  learning,  especially 
in  this  place?  And  may  we  not  cherish  the  hope,  too,  that 
it  will  i^rd  a  fostering  hand  to  that  piety  which  as  far  ex* 
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eels  mere  human  knowledge,  ^ts  the  unwithering  glories  of 
Heaven  excel  the  fading,  perishing  treasures  of  this  life? 
We  congratulate  its  patrons  on  its  establishment  The  de- 
sign does  credit  to  your  wisdom  and  public  spirit*  and  the 
accomplishment  of  it  to  your  decision.  The  building  which 
you  have  erected  is  commodious  and  neatly  finished.  It 
does  honor  to  the  superintendent  and  to  the  architect.  The 
spot  on  which  it  is  li  cated  combines  many  excellences. 
You  have  been  no  less  judicious  and  successful  in  choosing 
for  instructors  those  in  whom  the  public  can  put  confidence, 
both  as  to  their  literary  qualifications  and  their  uprightness 
of  moral  character.  May  we  not  say,  then,  that  this  literary 
seminary  has  been  opened  under  auspicious  circumstances? 
Sustained  by  that  wisdom,  and  public  spirit  and  decision 
which  planned  and  created  it;  and  in  the  care  of  so  ab!c  in- 
structors; and  in  the  near  vicinity  of  so  many  populous 
towns ;  being  easy,  too,  of  access ;  and  combinmg  the  ad- 
vantages of  salubrity  of  climate  and  beauty  of  surrounding 
scenery,  can  we  suppress  the  hope  that  it  will  flourish? 
May  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God  rest  upon  it." 
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CHAPTER  11. 


THE  EARLY  XNSTRUCTORSt  FRANCIS  VOSE,  EDWARD  D. 
SANBORN,  MOSES  P.  STICKNEV,  ASA  FOWLER,  ALFRED 
W.  PIKE,  AND  MISS  ANNA  SEARLE. 


The  first  instructors  were  Francis  Vose,  A.  M.,  princi]ia1, 
and  Miss  Matilda  Leavitt,  preceptress.  An  advertisement  of 
the  school  informs  us,  that  she  was  "a  lady  highly  quali5cd 
for  the  situation — the  care  o{  the  ladies'  department."  Mrs. 
J.  R.  Towne,  of  Evanston,  111.,  wrote,  that  Miss  Ann  Cofran 
was  Miss  Leavitt's  successor,  and  left,  she  thought,  when 
Mr.  Vose  resigned.  She  says,  "I  was  a  student  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  Academy,  and  also  during  the  Autumn  of  1835, 
under  Mr.  Pike,  who  left  soon  after  that  term."  The  adver- 
tisement continues,  that  the  principal  had  "been  for  several 
years  past,  engaged  in  the  business  of  instruction",  and  had 
"fully  established  the  character  of  an  able,  faithful  and  suc- 
cessful teacher.'* 

Besides  this  recommendation.  Prof.  Vose  had  a  reputation 
of  his  own.  He  had  been,  in  some  way,  associated  with  his 
uncle  Prof.  John  Vose,  at  Atkinson,  N.  H.,  the  most  distin- 
guished teacher,  says  Dr.  Geo.  Co<^s\vcll,  that  Academy  ever 
had.  He  married  his  cousin,  one  of  Prof.  John  Vosc's 
daughters,  and  thus  became  more  vitally  connected  with  the 
good  name  and  work  of  his  uncle.  These  things  joined  with 
his  good  ability  and  aptness  to  teach,  creeping  out  quietly 
and  widely  into  literary  circles,  made  Prof.  Francis  Vose  a 
very  promising  man,  as  governor  and  instructor  of  the  new 
Academy. 

The  course  of  study,  as  in  all  academics,  was  arranged  for 
mental  discipline,  moral  culture,  and  practical  life.  The  ex- 
ercises of  the  coniuicncenient,  Aug.  10,  1830,  consisting  of 
music,  declamations,  compositions  and  discussions,  show  that 
the  Academy  enjoyed  a  high  degree  of  prosperity.  There 
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were  lu  c^nty-one  compositions,  thirty-one  declamations  and 
an  original  hymn.  These  are  some  of  the  subjects  treated, 
and  the  names  of  some  of  the  writers  and  speakers:  "Men 
may  live  fools,  but  fools  they  cannot  die" ;  "Is  public  opinion 
a  just  criterion  of  moral  character" ;  "The  only  amaranthine 
flower  on  earth  is  virtue"  ;  "The  world  is  infectious,  few  bring 
back  at  eve,  immaculate,  the  manners  of  the  mom"  Miss  Har- 
riet Josephine  Kmcrson  told  of  "The  Abori<;mes  ot  America," 
and  John  G.  Hood  gave  "Some  reasons,  why  the  custom  of 
wearing  mourning  apparel  should  be  discontinued".  T.  P. 
Munday  declaimed  of  '* Africa's  future  Glory";  George  F. 
Choate,  of  "Mount  Sinai" ;  J.  G.  Hood,  of  the  "Cause  of  Mis- 
sions" ;  and  C.  Cummings.  of  "The  Grave".  "The  effect  of 
Juvenile  Libraries",  was  told  by  Moses  K.  Cross ;  "The  import- 
anrr  of  reading  history",  by  A.  F  Richards  ;  "Love  of  Fame", 
by  VV.  A.  Peabody;  "Lectures,  a  mode  of  instruction  by  J. 
Peabody.  There  were  discussions:  ''Does  the  King  or  peas- 
ant enjoy  most  happiness",  by  C.  H.  Roades  and  A.  Gould ; 
"Does  the  fear  of  law,  or  the  loss  of  reputation,  deter  most  from 
crime",  by  D.  C.  Gallup  and  E.  Towne.  There  were  these  dec- 
lamations: "Extirpation  of  the  Indians",  b}'  M.  K.  Cross; 
"T.ilcnts",  by  E.  Batchelder;  "Influence  of  the  higher cla'5scs  of 
society",  by  P.  Lovett;  "Love  of  Country",  by  W.  H.  Lackey ; 
**Slothfulnes8  reproved",  by  C.  Treadwdl;  an  extract  by  G. 
F.  Eveleth;  **Solaceof  Hope",  by  M.  B.  Wildes;  **Influence 
of  Charity",  by  F.  Cox;  "Encouragements  to  Benevolence", 
b\'  H.  F.  Putnam  ;  "Nations  of  New  England,"  by  C  Page ; 
"Intrepidity  of  our  Ancestors",  by  J.  B,  Eveleth ;  "Pilgrim 
leathers",  by  A.  Hradstrcet;  "Tomorrow",  by  J.  Rea  ;  "The 
Prize",  by  F.  M.  Lord,  iiie  Cause  of  propagating  the  Gos- 
pel should  stand  on  its  own  claims",  by  A.  Gould ;  '*Charac- 
ter  of  the  Philanthropist/'  by  A.  T.  Richards;  "Right  of  suf- 
frage", by  S,  W.  Bradstreet;  "The  instability  of  earthly 
greatness",  by  R.  West;  "Protection  of  the  defenceless,"  by 
C.  H.  Rhoades;  "Resistance  of  the  Colonics  encouraged", 
by  J.  D.  Black;  "Tears  of  Science",  by  M.  Wildes;  "Obli- 
gation of  Americans",  by  VV.  A.  Peabody;  "Intemperance", 
by  J.  Peabody;  "Avarice  in  Government",  by  E.  Towne; 
"Claims  of  the  Colonization  Society",  by  D.  P.  Gallup. 
Besides  these  there  were  Latin  and  Greek  declamations, 
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and  an  original  hymn  by  Miss  Harriet  Josephine  Emerson, 
which  Rev.  M.  K.  Cross  says  was  very  fine,  far  beyond  her 
years.  D.  Pcabody,  also»  gave  "a  short,  pertinent  and  elo- 
quent address." 

At  the  commencement,  of  Aug*  g,  1 831,  there  were  fifty 
assignments:  vocal  music,  nineteen  compositions,  an  original 
poem  by  Gcor<;c  I!nod.  two  discussions,  and  twenty-six  dec- 
lamations— one  Greek,  one  Latin,  and  two  original. 

Prof.  Vose  was  a  severe  disciplinarian.  He  believed  m  the 
letter  of  the  law.  Dr.  Cogswell,  when  eighty-two  years  of 
age  [  1 890]  related  an  instance  in  point.  It  was  at  Atkinson 
Academy,  at  the  time  the  Doctor's  youngest  brother  fitted 
for  college,  about  1820,  or  perhaps  a  little  later.  Four  young 
men  having  completed  their  preparatory  course  for  college 
desired  of  Master  Vose  the  usual  recommendation  to  Dart- 
mouth College.  But  the  evening  before  leaving,  in  violation 
of  the  school  rules,  they  walked  out  with  some  of  their  female 
companions  and  school-mates,  and  the  recommendations  were 
withheld. 

"What  dire  offense  from  friendly  causes  springs! 
What  mighty  contests  rise  from  trivial  things!" 

What  lady  indulging  in  reminiscence  of  academic  life  will 
not  pronounce  the  punishment  extremely  severe,  and  what 
gentleman  will  not  wonder  wliat  in  contrast  would  be  the 
condign  punishment  of  the  pretty  features,  grace  of  manners, 
and  cultured  intellect  that  Eve'like  proffered  the  forbidden 
fruit !    Sic  volvere  farcas. 

It  was,  however.  Prof.  Vose's  business  to  rear  a  careful 
man,  an  exact  man,  a  just  man,  a  liberty-loving  and  law- 
abiding  citizen,  as  well  as  a  thinking  man  in  scholastic  walks. 
Rev.  Benjamin  Howe,  late  of  the  Linebrook  Church,  who  was 
a  student  a  year  under  Prof.  Vose,  esteemed  him  highly  and 
spoke  of  him  as  a  dignified  Christian  gentleman,  a  pleasant 
and  thorough  instructor,  a  ripe  scholar. 

The  Academy  at  once  became  a  literary  center,  and  Prof. 
Vose  stood  among  the  best  educators  in  the  county.  It  was 
at  this  academy,  and  during  Mr.  Vose's  principalship,  Dec.  4 
and  5,  1830,  that  the  Essex  County  Tea c/it-r's  A ssociafwfi  h^d 
its  birth.  Mr.  Vose  was  the  first  recording  secretary  and 
continued  in  that  office  several  years.    There  had  been  a  pre- 
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liminary  mcctin^:^,  y>rr';'.imably  here  in  the  June  precedinfr. 
At  this  incctinf;  in  IJcccmbcr  a  full  board  of  officers  uas  cho- 
sen and  a  constitution  adopted.  The  annual  and  sctni-annital 
meeting.s,  by  a  provision  of  the  constitution,  were  to  be  held 
here.  The  association  was  incorporated  April  19,  1837,  and 
the  names  appearing  in  the  act  of  incorporation  are  N.  Cleave- 
land  of  Byfield  Academy  (Dr.  N.  Cleaveland,  of  Topsficld, 
died  Feb.  26.  1S57),  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  the  matliematician, 
late  principal  of  Bradford  Academy,  and  George  Titcomb, 
"Master  Titcomb,"  as  he  was  familiarly  called,  in  Newbury- 
port,  where  he  first  taught  a  private  school  and  then  the 
"Brown  High  School."  The  corporation  could  hold  real  and 
personal  property  to  the  value  of  $20»ooo.  The  association 
still  lives,  and  as  it  has  done  in  the  past,  so  it  is  now  doing, 
a  good  work.  Mr.  Jefferson  Kimball  Cole,  now  many  years 
a  teacher  in  Peabody,  was  several  years  its  secretary. 

At  the  same  time  the  Academy  was  made  a  Publishers' 
Repository  of  New  Books.  In  this  it  acquired  a  merited  dis- 
tinction.  Here  centered  the  learning  of  Eastern  Essex  Coun- 

(  ty.   About  this  pole  revolved  the  interest  of  the  reviewer,  the 

critic,  the  litterateur.  It  was  a  thoughtful  and  apt  use  of  the 
in.stitution.  Our  nation  then  had  no  literature  worthy  the 
name,  when  compared  with  the  worl<l  of  letters.  Nor  is  the 
fact  startling  !  Colonial  and  provincial  labors  were  works  of 
necessity ;  there  had  been  no  time  for  anything  else.  But 
this,  the  period  of  which  we  write,  permanently  free  from 
martial  strife,  was  Opportune  for  civic  expansion.  The  na» 
tional  iyceums  movement  of  1829  indicateid  the  popular  sen- 
timent in  rej^ard  to  literature.  This  repository  was  to  supple- 
ment the  labors  of  authors,  by  conning  and  pruning,  by  sug- 
gestion and  commendation,  thus  enlarging  the  sphere,  the 
influence  and  the  value  of  their  productions.  The  Academy 
was  certainly  in  honor. 

Prof.  Vose  was  taxed  in  Topsfield,  1829-30-31.  A  record 
places  him  in  Topsfield  as  late  as  the  first  of  December,  183 1. 
He  called  a  meeting  of  the  E«?sex  Count}-  Teachers*  Associa- 

^  tion  over  the  dare:  "I  laverhill.  Nov.  lo,  1832."    The  pro- 

grammes of  the  commencements  1830  and  183 1  are  beyond  a 
doubt  his.  But  Superintendent  of  Schools  Albert  L.  Bart* 
lett,  of  Haverhill,  Mrrote,  "Francis  Vose  was  the  Preceptor  of 
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Haverhill  Academy  in  183 1."  Probably  he  taught  a  term  in 
the  fall  of  1 83 1.  This  is  the  nearest  approach  to  the  exact 
date  of  his  resignation. 

Francis  Vose  was  son  of  Francis*  and  Phebe  (Clement) 
Vose,  and  was  born  in  Francestown,  N.  II.,  Oct.  31,  1788.  He 
'graduated  at  Dartmouth  College  in  18 17,  and  took  his  Mas- 
ter's degree  in  course.  He  taught,  says  an  apparent  author- 
ity, in  Francestown,  Atkinson,  and  Hampton,  N.  H. ;  in  Col- 
chester and  Bloomfield,  Ct. ;  and  in  Haverhill,  Topsfield,  and 
Newbury  port,  Mass. 

His  son  George  T.  Vose,  of  Alexandria,  N.  H.,  writes: — 
"My  father  was  a  professional  teacher  for  more  than  twenty 
years.  His  health  faih'ng,  he  bought  and  cultivated,  during 
his  later  years,  a  farm  in  Pembroke,  N.  H.  He  was  elected  a 
trustee  of  the  Pembroke  Academy  very  soon  after  locating 
there,  and  was  placed  on  the  executive  committee,  where  he  re- 
mained, until  his  death,  by  a  throat  difficulty,  Aug.  13,  1S5 1. 

*'He  was  twice  married,  first  in  Pembroke,  N.  H.,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Quincy  Vose,  ['a  more  than  ordinary  woman',  said 
Dr.  George  Cogswell],  daughter  of  John  Vose,  Esq.,  who  as 
author  of  an  astronomy,  was  titled  'Hon*.  She  died  of  con- 
sumption, in  Hampton,  N.  H.  By  that  wife  he  had  only  one 
child  John  Francis,  who  died  young  in  May,  183 1,  in  Hamp- 
ton N.  H.,  where  he  was  born. 

'*He  married,  second,  Jan.  24,  1S30,  Mary  Ann  Brackett, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Pickering  Brackett,  of  Green- 
land, N.  H.  She  was  born  Sept,  4,  1800.  Her  last  years 
were  spent  in  the  family  of  her  son  in  Alexandria,  N  H. 
For  eight  ycnrs  next  previous  to  her  death,  she  was  con- 
fined to  her  home  by  paralysis.  A  letter  received  from  her 
only  a  short  time  before  her  death,  shows  cultured  thought, 

•Francis  Vose,  Senior,  was  son  of  Samuel  and  Phebe  (Vickery)  Vose, 
of  Bedford,  N.  H.,  who  was  son  of  Robert  and  Abigail  (Sunmer)  Vose, 

who  was  son  of  Henrv  and  Klirabeth  (Rabcock)  V^ose,  who  was  son  of 
Capt.  Thomab  and  VVait-still  ^^VVyalt)  Vose,  who  was  son  ot  Robert  (born 
1 599)  and  his  wife  Jane.  Samuel  Vose*s  family  was  said  to  be  scholarly. 
Col.  Elijah  Vose  once  said.  "Cousin,  always  maintain  the  dignity  of  the 
name  ot  Vose,"  and  thus  embodied  his  idea  of  the  family  respectability. 
Old  Col.  Fabor  once  said  that  he  had  so  profound  a  regard  for  Prof. 
John  Vose,  that  hr  al  ways  felt,  when  he  heard  the  name  of  Vose,  like 
taking  off  his  hat. — /^£/gr  E.  Vose. 
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and  a  chiror^raphy  seldom  excelled  by  modern  scliools. 
She  died  at  the  home  of  her  son.  Sept.  22.  1890,  leaving  two 
.sons,  George  Thomas  and  John  Francis,  her  only  children. 
She  was  buried  in  the  family  lot  in  Pembroke,  N.  H." 

The  dutiful  son  continues:  "My  great  grandfather  was 
George  Brackett,  Esq.,  of  Gieenlaiui,  N.  H.  (born  1737,  died 
1825)  who  married  Dec.  18,  1764,  Ann  March,  daughter  of 
Dr.  Clement  March,  of  Greenland,  who,  it  is  understood,  was 
sometime  consul  at  .Madeira,  and  afterwards  travelled  in  the 
Orient,  and  died  at  the  residence  of  the  American  consul  at 
Alexandria,  Egypt ;  and  whose  nepheiv.  Charles  W.  March, 
was  a  writer  of  repute  and  private  secretary  to  Daniel 
Webster,  when  the  latter  was  Secretary  of  State.  George 
Brackett  left  a  fund  of  $5,000  to  the  Congregational  church 
in  Greenland.  N.  H.  $j,6oo  to  the  Hampton  Academy,  and 
$2,000,  to  aid  in  foundin*,^  Greenland  Aradeniy,  which  hears 
his  name.  George's  brother,  *01d  Dr.  iiracivett'  of  Portsmouth 
was  celebrated  for  his  medical  knowledge  and  skill.  My 
great  uncle  Joshua  Brackett  was  a  Harvard  fifraduate,  and  a 
doctor  of  repute." 

Mr.  Vosc's  labors  are  still  cherished  in  Topsfield.  His 
character  left  its  impress  upon  citizen  as  well  as  scholar. 
He  was  helpful  in  civic  life  and  in  church  as  well  as  in  school 
and  among  men  of  letters.  He  called  his  school  together 
Sunday  morning,  for  religious  instruction ;  he  instituted  in 
the  church  a  Sunday  school.  He  was  an  able,  energetic,  all- 
round  man ;  his  school  was  a  gem  that  attracted  by  its  bril- 
liancy and  worth. 

EDWIN  DAVID  SANBORN. 

Mr.  Sanborn  was  Mr.  Vose's  successor.  His  son  Edwin 
W.  Sanborn  thinks  his  father  **taught  at  Topsfield  during  the 
winter  of  183 1-2.  and  possibly  nearly  all  that  school  year, 

since  he  taught  nine  months  of  his  senior  year  at  college". 
The  New  Hampshire  Press  Association  Annual,  1884-8,  says 
Prof.  Sanborn  taught,  during  his  colle<^'e  course.  1828-32,  in 
Brentwood,  N.  H.,  twice  in  Concord,  and  in  the  academies  of 
Derry,  N.  H.,  and  Topsfield,  Mass.,  "continuing  in  the  latter 
place  a  year  after  his  graduation."   Albeit  the  spring  and 
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fall  terms  of  1832  of  this  academy  opened  May  2,  and  Sep- 
tember 5,  with  Mr.  Sanborn  as  principal. 

The  term  beginning  in  May  agreed  in  time  with  his  last 
term  of  bis  fonr  ytSM*  course  at  Dartmouth  College,  and 
while  he  was  pas«;inj»  his  examination  there.  Moses  Parsons 
Stickney*  officiated  in  the  academy — *'a  brief  interval", 
wrote  Mr.  Stickney,  "u{  four  or  five  weeks  at  longest." 

James  F.  McEwen,  secretary  of  the  proprietors,  in  an- 
nouncing the  Academy's  opening,  spoke  of  Mr.  Sanborn  as  **a 
gentleman  highly  recommended  for  classical  attainments 
and  talents  as  a  teacher" — a  recommendation  fully  sustained 
by  him  in  his  loner  literary  career. 

Tn  1835,  his  Ahna  MaUr  elected  him  tutor  for  one  year. 
He  was  elected  to  the  professorship  of  the  Latin  and  the 
Greek  languages  in  the  same  year,  and  was  professor  of  the 
Latin  language  and  literature  from  1837  to  1 859.  He  resigned 
and  accepted  his  election  to  the  chair  of  classical  literature 
and  history  in  Washington  University,  which  he  occupied 
from  1H59  to  1863.  The  latter  year  he  was  again  elected  by 
his  Alma  Mater — thi';  time  professor  of  Oratory  and  Belles- 
lettres.  He  was  librarian  to  the  college  from  i866  to  1874. 
He  became  professor  of  Anglo-Saxon  and  English  language 
and  literature*  1S80.  He  received  his  master's  degree  in 
course;  the  University  of  Vermont  added  LL.  D.,  1 859,  and 
Dartmouth  the  same.  1879.  Mr.  Sanborn  was  born  May  14. 
1808,  and  died  Dec.  29,  1885.   Miss  Kate  Sanborn,  author- 

*Mr.  Stickney,  as  a  CoBgresatioaal  dergvmao,  settled  in  Eastport, 
Me.  Afterwards  he  changed  nis  views  and  was  ordnlned  In  the  Epis- 
copal cluirch,  by  Rt.  Rev,  Alexander  V.  Griswold.  Feb.  25,  1S41.  He 
passed  from  deacon  to  priesthood,  and  as  such  became  rector  of  St. 
Vfichael's  church  in  MarUehead  !b  1842:  then  ef  St.  Peter'k  in  Cam- 
bridgeport  in  1847:  then  of  Burlington  College,  N.  J.;  then  assistant 
minister  in  the  church  of  the  Advent,  in  Boston,  in  1853,  which  he  re- 
signed in  1870.  Thereafter  he  spent  his  winters  in  Boston  and  his 
summers  in  the  rural  quiet  of  his  home  in  Royalton,  Vt.  He  was  bom 
in  Byfield,  Mass.,  July  12,  1807,  to  Lt.  Moses  and  Lois  (Pilce)  Stickney, 
and  died  Aug.  19,  1894.  His  children  were  Anna  Elizabeth  Gray,  bom 
Aug.  12,  1843;  William  liriinswick  Curry,  born  Jan.  16,  1845;  Henry 
Stover,  born  March  25,  1849;  Agnes  Mary  Palmer,  born  Oct.  5,  1851; 
and  Cornelia  Loring,  bora  Aug.  14,  1861.  Of  these  children  only  two 
are  living,  William  a  lawyer  in  Bethel  and  Cornelia  a  unaic  teacher  In 
Royalton,  Vennoot. 
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ess.  New  York,  is  his  daughter,  and  he  has  two  sons,  lawyers 
in  New  York  and  Boston. 

ASA  FOWLER. 

Asa  Fowler.  A.  B.,  succeeded  Mr.  Sanborn.  He  opened 
the  fall  term  of  1833,  Wednesday,  September  4tii.  He  had 
just  taken  his  diploma  at  Dartmouth.  Dr.  Nathan  Lord,  Pres- 
ident of  the  college,  thus  recommended  him :  "Mr.  Fowler 
stands  in  the  foremost  rank  of  scholars,  is  a  man  of  very  un- 
exceptionable mnrnlity  and  of  oreat  industry  and  fidelity." 
He  was  piincipal  here  a  single  term. 

Mr.  Fowler  was  the  ninth  chiUI  in  a  family  of  eleven,  and 
was  born  in  rcmbroke,  N,  H.,  Feb.  23,  ibii.  He  married 
July  13,  1837,  Mary  Dole  Cilley  Knox  of  Epsom,  who  died 
Oct.  II,  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  stricken  with 

typhoid  fever.  Afterwards  he  attended  Blanchard  Academ>', 
then  in  charj^e  of  Hon.  John  Vosc,  where  he  fitted  for  a  teach- 
er in  the  common  schools.  He  worked  alternately  on  the 
farm  and  in  school.  He  studied  T.atin  sixty  weeks,  and 
entered  the  sophomore  class  in  Dartmouth  College,  where 
he  graduated,  in  1833,  in  the  first  third  of  his  class.  He  was 
never  absent  from,  nor  unprepared  at,  any  recitation  during 
his  3  years'  course.  After  teaching  here,  he  studied  law  with 
James  Sullivan,  Pembroke.  throii<:(h  the  winter,  and  in  March, 
1834,  entered  the  lavv-ofBce  of  Hon,  Charles  H.  Peaselee, 
Concord,  a^  student.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1837; 
was  elected  clerk  of  the  N.  H.  Senate  in  1835,  and  had  six 
successive  elections;  was  U.  S.  commissioner  of  the  district 
of  N.  H.,  from  1846;  was  member  of  the  N.  H.  House  of 
Representatives  184S-7-8,  and  chairman  of  the  judiciary  com- 
mittee ;  was  an  independent  Democratic  nominee  for  j^overnor 
in  1855  ;  was  associate  jn-^tire  Supreme  Court  from  Au<^.  r, 
1855  to  Feb.  I,  1861,  wiicn  he  resigned;  was  delegate  to  the 
famous  Peace  Congress,  at  Washington,  1861 ;  was  law- 
partner  of  President  Pierce  from  Sept.,  1838,  to  April,  1845, 
and  later  of  Wm.  E.  Chandler.  He  has  drafted  more  bills 
for  the  Icgislaturs  than  any  other  man  living  or  dead.  In 
Oct.,  1 888.  his  children,  William  P..  of  Boston,  and  Clara  M. 
Fowler  presented  to  the  city  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  a  public  li- 
brary building  as  a  memorial  of  their  parent.  The  total  cost 
of  the  gift  was  $25,000. 
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ALFRED  WASHWiGTON  PIKE. 

Alfred  W.  Pike  succeeded  to  the  principalship  Dec.  3, 
1834.  The  public  announcements  of  this  school  had  hitherto 
been  made  over  the  sisrnature  of  the  proprietors'  secretary  . 
but  now  over  the  si^niature  of  Mr.  Pike,  as  if  he  had  hired 
the  property  of  the  proprietors,  and  purposed  to  make  tlie 
school  completely  his  own.  He  removed  his  family  into  town 
in  November,  1834.  from  Boston,  where  he  had  been  keep- 
ing a  private  schooL    Hc  was  taxed  here  in  1S35. 

Prof.  Pike  was  a  farmer's  son,  born  in  Rowley,  March  21 . 
1 791.  to  Joseph  and  Lois  (Tenney)  Pike.  He  grathiated  at 
Dartmouth  in  18 1 5,  and  adopted  the  teacher's  profession. 
He  taught  classical  schools  and  fitted  young  men  for  college, 
in  Newbur3n»ort,  Framingham,  Wobum,  Rowley,  Boston,  and 
brought  to  this  school  a  ripe  experience  of  more  than  twenty 
years  Under  his  tuition  the  school  might  have  flourished 
lonL,^  but  for  a  libel  suit  versus  Reals  and  Green  of  the 
Boston  Post.  The  Standing  Committee  of  the  proprietors — 
N.  Cleaveland,  Jacob  Towne,  Moses  Wildes,  R.  A.  Merriam, 
James  F.  McEwen,  Nathaniel  Perley,  Jeremiah  Stone — did  all 
in  their  power  to  save  the  roan  and  sustain  the  good  name  of 
the  Academy,  but  merely  nominal  damat^es  w  ere  not  enough 
to  disabuse  the  public  mind,  and  Mr.  Pike  left  shortly  after 
the  fall  term  of  1835.  Hc  died  in  Boston  Sept.  6,  i860,  at 
tlie  a^^e  of  sixty-nine  years. — See  further,  Geo.  T.  Chapman's 
Alumni  of  Dartmouth  College, 

MISS  ANNA  SEARLE. 

Miss  Searle  taught  sometime  between  the  principalships 
of  Profesi^ors  Pike  and  Greenleaf.   She  had  taught  a  private 
school  in  Georgetown,  D.  C,  for  eighteen  or  twenty  years, 
«    and  brought  to  the  Academy  a  ripe  experience,  eminent 

qualifications,  and  a  noble  Christian  character  and  influence. 
She  taught  a  full  term,  and  no  lont^er.  She  had  "about  fif- 
teen pupils,"  says  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Jcnness.  of  Beverly,  "of 
whom  1  was  one.  Mrs.  Esther  W,  Hutchings,  of  Topsficld 
was  another.  Miss  Searle  boarded  with  Mrs.  Susannah 
Cummings,  sister  of  Moses  Wildes,  whose  daughter  Susan 
Cummings  married  Rev.  Martin  Moore,  of  Charlestown, 
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Mass."  Mrs.  Jenness  continues:  *'Miss  Searle  was  a  lady  of 
culture  and  intellectual  superiority,  and  a  conscientious  Chris* 

tian.  Her  intellectual  and  moral  instruction  was  enduring. 
Her  ability  was  not  appreciated  by  the  pmplr  " 

Miss  Searle  taught,  it  is  understood,  in  Nevvburyport  early 
in  her  life.  Mr.  Isaac  Wheelwright,  a  native  of  Newbury- 
port,  who  studied  for  the  ministry,  and  afterwards  was  an 
eminent  teacher  in  South  America  and  who  died  two  years 
ago,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-two  years,  attended  her 
school  there  and  thoucjht  a  f^rcat  deal  of  her  as  a  teacher. 
Her  oldest  brother's  first  settlement  in  the  gospel  ministry,  it 
is  said,  was  in  Virginia,  and  probably  one  led  the  other  into 
that  section.  She  left  her  school  in  Georgetown,  to  visit  her 
father  in  his  old  age  and  sickness,  intending,  in  due  time,  to 
return  to  the  school;  but  her  own  health  was  failing,  and, 
listening  to  the  expressed  wishes  of  her  relatives  and  friends, 
she  decided  to  make  the  home  ot  her  youth  the  abode  of  her 
declining  years. 

During  this  period,  writes  Mr.  E.  P.  Searle,  of  Byfield, 
**Aunt  Ann  taught  in  the  old  Emerson  Seminary,  in  Byfield, 
one  or  two  years,  a  year  or  more  in  West  Newbury,  a  town 
school  near  the  Byfield  Depot,  and  a  winter  term  in  her 
home  district."  He  writes  further:  "She  was  a  lady  of  stir- 
ling  character,  of  strong  religious  faith,  pleasant  and  rrood  in 
all  her  ways."  Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Todd,  of  Rowley,  her  niece, 
writes:  "She  was  a  devoted  Christian,  and  a  lady  of  intelli- 
gence and  refinement.  She  taught  a  Sunday  school  of  col- 
ored children  in  Georgetown,  D.  C." 

Her  parental  home  was  the  Searle  corner,  near  the  site  of 
the  ancient  Tcnney  grist-mill,  and  of  the  present  Dummer 
saw-mill,  in  Row  Ie\  -B)'fic1d.  Her  parents  were  Joseph,  Jr., 
and  Molly  Searle.  She  had  a  sister  Ruthy,  born  March,  23, 
1784;  and  brothers:  Thomas  Colman,  born  Jan.  15,  1787; 
Joseph,  3d,  bom  Dec.  2,  1789;  Caleb,  born  May  21,  1792 ; 
and  Moses  C[olman],  who  was  supplying  the  Byfield  pulpit 
when  he  died.  Thomas  went  to  Madison,  Ind.,  a  six  weeks 
journey  at  that  time,  and  was  settled  three  years  over  the 
first  church  leathered  there,  and  died  there  leaving  a  w  ife  and 
two  children,  who  have  now  passed  away.  Mr.  K.  P.  Searle 
never  heard  of  his  abode  or  labors  in  Virginia.  Joseph 
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preached  in  North  l^ridgton  and  Snccarappa.  Me.,  in  one  nf 
which  places  he  died  leaving  one  son  now  livinj;  in  Niles, 
Mich.  Caleb  was  a  butcher  whom  the  old  people  now  re- 
member as  a  marketman  from  Byfiekl  to  Satcm  twice  a  week. 
Anna  was  born  Nov.  i,  1783.  Where  she  was  educated  is 
not  known.  Her  Christian  methods  in  schoc^l  su^^gcst  a 
training  in  the  old  Emerson  Female  Seminary  in  Byfield  ; 
but  Rev.  Joseph  Emerson,  buyinf^  the  church  edifice  and 
reniodehnq;  it.  opened  his  school  in  t8i8.  about  the  time 
Miss  Searle  began  her  labors  at  the  national  capital.  She 
never  married.  Fourteen  days  iMfore  her  death,  she  bad  a 
shock  of  palsy,  dying  June  1 1,  1 841,  in  the  house  wherein 
she  was  l>orn. 
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BENJAMIN    GRKENI.EAF   AND   HIS  SUCCESSORS, 
ASA   FAR  WELL,  WILLLVM  F.  KENT,  EDMUND    F.  SLAFTER, 
BURTON  O.  MARBLE,  DANIEL  O.  QUINBY,  JOSEPH 
H.  NOYES,  AND  KINSMAN  ATKINSON. 


The  last  record  that  we  find  of  the  meeting  oi  the  Essex 
County  Teachers'  Association  at  this  place,  is  dated  Dec.  i 
and  2,  1835.  Association's  meeting  in  1837  was  held 

Dec.  4  and  5,  in  the  Court  House  at  Ipswich.  An  advertise- 
ment dated  May  5,  1X37,  reads:  "Six  small  bo>s  or  pjirls 
may  receive  board,  tuition  and  parental  care  in  the  family  of 
the  subscriber,  James  F.  McEwcn."  By  a  pamphlet  cata- 
logue. 1839-40,  Mr.  Greenleaf  taught  the  fall  term  and  Mr. 
Farwell  the  spring  and  summer  terms.  It  is  inferred  from 
these  records  that  the  Academy  may  have  been  discontinued, 
two  or  three  j  ears  from  the  time  when  Mr.  Pike  left. 

However  that  may  be.  \hc  proprietors  chose  an  attractive 
name  to  open  the  "Second  Summer  term  of  1839."  Richard 
Phillips,  as  the  j)roprietors'  secretary,  advertised  it  for  July 
24,  "under  the  care  of  Bciijamm  Grecnicui,  Esq.,"  and  gave 
as  references :  Rev.  James  F.  McEwen,  Charles  H.  Holmes, 
Esq.,  Joseph  C.  Batchelder»  M.  D.  No  teacher  was  better 
known  in  the  county  or  enjoyed  a  better  reputation  as  a 
thorough,  practical,  and  successful  instructor.  Mr.  Greenleaf 
was  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  Collefjc,  in  181 3.  and  had  been 
twenty-two  years  principal  of  the  Ikadford  Academy,  taking 
it  with  ten  students  and  leaving  it  with  one  hundred  fifty,  and 
an  enviable  national  reputation.  While  principal  here,  Mr. 
Greenleaf  accomplished  considerable  upon  that  series  of  arith- 
metics  which  has  made  his  name  familiar  throughout  the 
land — especially  the  Common  School  Arithmetic,  which  has 
been  imitated  so  much,  but  neither  excelled  nor  even 
equalled. 

(27) 
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Some  three  or  four  months  before  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred Oct.  29,  1864,  when  he  was  78  years  old,  the  writer 
visited  him.  He  was  genial  and  busy  as  ever.  A  lari^e  rib- 
bon-box from  a  fancy  goods  store  contained  the  manuscript 
of  his  last  book — a  practical  surveying — nearly  completed. 
He  lived  in  his  loved  employ,  and  was  oblivious  to  all  else. 
He  had  arranged  a  new  multiplication  table:  "i  1-2  tiroes 
I  1*2  are  2  1-4;  i  1-2  times  2  1-2  are  3  3-4;  i  1-2  times 
3  1-2  are  5  1-4,  etc."  This  ho  repeated  with  as  much  ease 
as  an  ordinary  school-boy  would  say,  '"Twice  3  are  4;  twice 
3  arc  6;  twice  4  are  8,  etc."  From  cvcr\-  rotmd  of  the 
mathematical  ladder  he  would  rehearse  definition  and  rule 
with  an  accuracy  and  rapidity  that  would  distance  and  sur- 
prise the  most  thorough  collegiate.  He  spoke  of  Dr.  Adams 
and  his  arithmetic,  of  Warren  Colburn  and  his  **Colburns"— 
of  Adams  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  of  Colburn  with 
admiration.  He  gave  his  visitor  two  photographs — one  of 
himself  and  one  of  Dr.  Adams — ^and  they  are  among  the 
writer's  choicest  souvenirs. 

The  winter  term  began  December  4th,  and  continued 
eighteen  weeks.  Joseph  E.  Bomer,  who  was  many  years  a 
skillful  physician  at  Ipswich,  was  a  pupil,  the  term  which 
began  April  15th  and  closed  November  5th. 

Another  pupil,  Mr.  E.  R.  Perkins  of  Salem,  writes,  that 
Mr.  Grconlcaf  ta::c:ht  two  terms,  be^jinninp^  in  April  and  end- 
ing in  October,  1839,  and  adds:  "1  attended  his  first  term; 
the  school  numbered  sixty  scholars,  of  all  <2^radcs  and  ages, 
from  ten  years  to  twenty-five ;  his  nephew  Moses  P.  Green- 
leaf,  of  Haverhill,  assisted  in  the  lower  grades.  Mr.  Green- 
leaf  was  a  rather  nervous  man ;  at  times  very  active ;  and 
his  clear,  ringing  voice  would  make  the  old  academy  ring 
when  a  boy  forgot  to  behave.  He  had  a  habit  of  smoothing 
down  a  boy's  face  heavily  with  his  palm,  if  the  boy  was 
caught  whispering.  He  always  opened  school  with  prayer 
and  used  the  same  one  continually,  full  half  the  time  scanning 
every  desk  with  his  keen  eyes.  He  used  his  own  arithmetic, 
and  boys  asking  assistance  he  delighted  to  put  of!  with  a 
cunning  smile  on  his  face,  and  the  kindly  injunction :  'Puz- 
zle  it  out' " 

Mrs.  Ellen  F.  (Kimball)  Morgan  writes  as  follows :  "By 
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a  mere  chance.  1  found  among  some  old  papers  an  orirrinnl 
calalni^iic  <>t  the  Academy,  issued  in  1840,  by  that  celebrated 
mathematician.  Benjamin  Greenleaf,  A.  M.,  who  was  princi- 
pal in  the  fall  term  of  that  year,  and  Asa  Farvvell,  A.  B.. 
principal  of  the  winter  and  summer  terms.  The  number  of 
students  was — ^gentlemen  58,  and  ladies  46.  One  of  the 
gentlemen  was  Gcronimo  Sigaroly.  from  St.  Jago,  Cuba, 
Can  any  of  those  who  attended  school  at  the  time  give  any 
information  in  regard  to  the  Spanish  student,  who  drifted 
into  this  quiet  village  from  that  fair  island  of  the  tropics? 
In  comparing  the  old  catalogue  with  those  of  1857  and  '58, 
by  Profs.  Healy  and  Allis,  I  find  nearly  the  same  induce- 
ments, as  healthfulness  of  locality,  over-sight  of  students, 
and  other  minor  items,  but  the  course  of  study  suffers,  in 
comparison,  not  so  much  in  the  classical  department  as  in 
the  En^Hish.  We  never  found  a  more  puzzlinsf,  yet  practi- 
cal arithmetic  than  Mr.  Greenleaf  s.  His  algebra  was  used 
extensively  in  the  schools  at  a  later  date.  The  curriculum 
wras  narrow  in  other  respects*  when  compared  with  the 
-f  branches  taught  from  1855  to  1859/' 

After  leaving  this  institution,  he  conducted  the  Bradford 
Teacher's  Seminary,  which  was  doubtless  su^[^ested  by  the 
discussions  of  the  Essex  County  Teachers'  Association,  of 
which  lie  was  one  of  the  founders. 

The  wisdom  of  the  proprietors  of  the  school  to  employ 
Mr.  Greenleaf  became  apparent.  He  established  its  old- 
time  reputation,  the  old  grounds  re-echoed  with  the  voices 
of  many  students,  and  the  halls  were  devoted  to  patient 
stud)-.  It  became  an  attraction  alike  to  scholars  and  teach- 
ers of  character  and  ability, 

ASA  FARWELL. 

Mr.  Greenleaf  was  succeeded  by  Asa  Farwell,  A  .B.  J.  C. 
Batchelder,  Secretary,  March  7,  1840,  announced  the  next 
term  of  the  school  to  begin  April  15,  1840.  under  the  care 
of  "the  present  Principal,  Mr.  Asa  Farwell,  A.  B."    He  be- 

<%  gan  tlu-  preceding  winter  term. 

Mr.  E.  R.  Perkins,  of  Salem,  one  ot  his  pupils,  wmte  : 
"He  was  admired  by  his  scholars,  as  a  teacher  and  a  gentle- 
man."  Mr.  Thomas  K.  Leach,  of  Topsfield,  said:  '*He  was 
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a  fine  man  and  an  excellent  teacher."  Rc\ .  Calvin  H.  Park, 
of  West  Boxfnrd,  wrote:  "He  was  held  in  high  estimation 
both  as  to  talents  and  character  " 

"Asa  I'arwell."  wrote  his  widuw  iroin  Kasthamptom,  "taught 
at  Topsfield  one  year — 1840-1.    He  was  born  to  Gurdon  and 
Anna  (Farnsworth)  Farwell,  in  Dorset*  Vt,  March  8,  t8i2. 
He  fitted  for  college  under  his  pastor.  Rev.  William  Jackson, 
D.  D.,  at  Dorset,  and  at  Burr  Seminary,  Manchester,  Vt. 
He  graduated  at  Middlebury  College,  1838,  and  at  An- 
dover  Theological  Seminary  in  1S42.    He  was  approbated 
to  preach  by  the  Andtner  Association,  in  the  sprinL^  of  that 
year.    From  May,  1842,  to  Nov.,  1853,  he  was  principal  ut 
Abbot  Academy,  Andover.    He  traveled  in  Europe  during 
a  portion  of  1849-50.    He  was  ordained  April  12,  1853,  and 
installed  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church,  in  West  Ha- 
verhill, and  dismissed  in  1856.    He  preached  in  Bentonport, 
on  the  Dos  Moines,  Iowa,  from  1866  to  1871,  when  he  went 
to  Ashland,  24  miles  from  Lincoln,  Nebraska.    In  1877,  he 
became  professor  in  Doane  College,  Crete,  Nebraska.  In 
1881,  he  returned,  in  ill  health,  to  Dorset,  and  in  1882  re- 
tired to  Ludlow»  where  hts  son,  Charles  Gurdon  Farwell, 
was  principal  of  Black  River  Academy.    He  died  suddenly, 
of  paralysis  of  the  heart.  May  14,  1888,  in  his  77th  year, 

"There  have  doubtless  been  many  men  of  more  showy, 
and  among  a  large  class  of  people  of  more  popular,  talent 
than  he;  but  for  -^ound  scholarship  and  solid  good  sense, 
for  clear  and  scriptural  views  of  evangelical  faith,  for  sincere 
and  devoted  piety,  for  honest  and  faithful  service  as  a  min- 
ister, very  few  men  have  excelled  him.*' 

His  first  wife  was  Hannah  Sexton,  of  Windsor,  Ct.,  who 
was  married  Dec.  10.  1845.  and  died  Sept.  4,  1848,  His 
second  wife  was  her  sister  Mary  Ann  Sexton,  who  was  mar- 
ried A 11^  10,  1849,  and  with  four  sons  of  his  six  children 
survives  him. 

WILLIAM  FAYEITE  KENT, 

William  Fayette  Kent  followed  Prof.  Farwell.  He  was 
born  in  Dorset,  Vt,  in  Jul> ,  1820,  and  graduated  at  Middle- 
bury  College,  in  1839.  He  was  principal  of  Bennington 
Academy,  1 839-40,  and  probably  taught  here  next ;  he  was 
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taxed  here,  as  was  Mr  Farwell,  in  1841.    He  taught  nearly 

two  terms.    He  was  a  very  pleasant  man  antl   teacher,  but 
was  reading  hiu  at  the  time  and  piild  more  attention  to  his 
illustrious  namesake  and  Blackstonc  than  to  his  school. 
*  The  inevitable  result  followed.    He  left  the  school  before 

the  timely  ending  of  the  term.  It  is  said  he  read  law  in 
Salem.  For  some  years  he  was  a  mercantile  agent  in  the 
West  and  South.  In  185 1,  he  resided  in  Zanesville,  O,  He 
died  in  1856 — probably  in  St  T  onis.  Mo.  lie  was  an 
energetic  man,  a  fine  scholar,  and  a  brilliant  sjjeaker.  He 
delivered  an  oration  at  a  Fourth  of  July  celebration  in 
Topsfield,  and  Hon.  Asahel  Huntington,  Otis  P.  Lord,  Esq., 
(afterwards  Judge  Lord)  and  Secretary  Crowninshield  of 
the  U.  S.  Navy,  were  some  of  the  dignitaries  who  graced 
the  occasion. 

Mr.  Humphrey  Balch,  of  Topsfield.  very  hifjhly  compli- 
mented his  effort  on  that  occassion,  in  j^iving  us  some  account 
of  the  celebration,  and  Mr.  E.  R.  i'erkins  wrote:  "He  was  a 
fine  orator.  His  oration  was  an  eloquent  production  and 
was  widely  commented  upon  and  praised." 

EDMUND    FARWKl.L  .SL.AnER. 

Mr.  Slafter  was  principal  of  the  Academy  one  year,  he  says, 
beginning  in  the  autumn  of  1841.  and  ending  with  the  sum- 
mer term  of  1842.  He  was  born  May  30.  18 16,  and  ^^radu- 
ated  at  Dartmouth  in  1840.  "As  a  teacher,  he  was  liked 
very  well/'  wfote  one  of  his  pupils.  He  has  gained  celebrity 
in  Uie  pulpit,  and  is  widely  known  as  an  archsologist,  whose 
authority  is  in  high  repute.  He  was  ordained  by  the  Rt 
Rev.  Manton  Eastburne,  D.  D.,  July  12,  1844;  was  Rector 
of  St.  Peter's  church,  Cambridge,  two  years;  of  St.  John's. 
Jamaica  Plain,  1846-53  ;  was  superintendent  in  the  American 
Bible  Society  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church,  twenty 
years ;  is  a  member  of  the  Mass.  Historical  Society ;  Royal 
Historical  Society  of  England :  president  of  the  Prince  So- 
ciety and  has  been  a  member  of  its  council  from  its  organi- 
zation  in  1858  ;  is  rec^istrar  of  the  Diocese  of  Massachusetts, 
and  has  issued  six  annual  reports;  and  is  corresponding  sec- 
retary of  the  Mass.  Bible  Society  and  chairman  of  its  pru- 
dential committee,    lie  iia^  numerous  publications :  Death  of 
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Gen.  Zachary  Taylor ;  Planting  and  Growth  of  Episcopal 
Churoh;  Slafter  Genealogy ;  Assassination  Plot  of  1776; 
Charter  of  Norwich,  Vt. ;  Vermont  Coinage ;  Anniversary  of 
the  Historic-Genealogical  Society ;  Copper  Coinage,  1632; 

Prc-historic  Copper  Implements  ;  Y{»yni;e5s  of  the  Norsemen  ; 
Voyages  of  Champlain ;  Incorrect  Latitudes,  f  :;  ^  5-1740; 
Royal  Arms,  Emblems.  Memorials  ;  Norman  Discox  ery  of 
America;  making  17  volumes  in  all.  He  now  resides  in 
Boston,  at  the  age  of  83  years. 

Joseph  Edward  Bomer  was  an  assistant  to  Mr.  Slafter. 
Mrs.  S.  A.  Jenness,  of  Beverly,  writes,  that  young  Bomer 
was  a  member  of  the  Academy  in  1839,  when  Mr.  Green- 
leaf  taught.  She  was  a  student  at  the  time.  She  speak.s  in 
praise  of  young  Bomer's  perseverance.  He  walked  to  the 
Academy  from  Wenham  daily.  He  began  to  teach  in  the  ■ 
winter  of  1839  (in  Hamilton,  she  thinks)  and  was  recom-  | 
mended  by  Mr.  Greenleaf.  His  first  school  was  a  great  sue* 
cess. 

Assistant  Bomer  was  born  in  Beverly  March  14,  1819.  the 

fifth  son  in  a  famil\-  of  nine  children.  His  father,  John  S. 
Bomer,  was  a  farmer,  and  of  French  descent.  Joseph  inher- 
ited a  delicate  constitution;  he  was  fond  of  books  ;  and  was 
devoted  to  intellectual  pursuits.  He  was  a  student  under  the 
tuition  of  Prof.  Slafter,  who  became  very  much  attached  to 
him»  and  later  on  engaged  him  as  assistant.  Mr.  Slafter, 
under  date  of  Nov.  10,  1842,  thus  commended  him  :  — 

"This  may  certify  that  Mr.  Joseph  E.  Bomer  has  been  a 
member  of  this  institution  seven  months,  has  made  ^ood  at- 
tainments in  study,  is  a  yoim<;  man  of  great  perseverance  and 
of  i^ood  promise.     He  possesses  an   unimpeachable  moral  / 
character,  is  digniiicd  and  courteous  in  his  manners  and  | 
worthy  the  highest  esteem.    He  has  read  under  my  tuition  ( 
several  of  Cicero's  orations,  and  a  part  of  the  JEnead  of 
Virgil;  likewise  the  introductory  exercises,  the  fables,  and 
120  paragraphs  of  Jacob's  Greek  Reader;  also  Day's  Alge- 
bra as  far  as  infinitesimals,  working  all  the  problems.  He 
has  been  a  sticccssful  teacher,  and  I  can  most  cheerfully  re- 
commend him  as  being  well  qualified  to  instruct  in  any  town 
school  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  any  of  the  New  England 
States." 
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He  nftenvnrds  studied  in  Phillips  Kxcter  and  Phillips  An- 
dover  Academies  and  Harvard  Medical  ScKdoI,  graduating 
from  the  latter  in  1848.  In  i  849,  he  settled  in  Ipswich.  He 
located  near  the  residence  of  Dr.  Thomas  Manning,  the  old- 
est and  most  skillful  physician  in  the  town.  Dr.  Bomer  mar> 
ried  Caroline  Elizabeth  Hayes,  daughter  of  Daniel  Hayes,  of 
Gloucester  (who  now  resides  in  Ipswich).  Oct  23,  1850,  and 
soon  after.  Dr.  Manninf]f,  feelinn;  the  burden  of  his  age  and 
profession,  invited  the  youn^  doctor  to  reside  with  him  and 
assume  his  practice.  The  offer  was  accepted  and  they  lived 
in  reciprocal  confidence  to  the  end.  Dr.  Bomer  was  physi< 
cian  to  the  House  of  Correction  till  his  death*  examining 
surgeon  during  the  Rebellion,  and  member  of  the  school 
board  many  years.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church  and  society  and  an  earnest  supporter  of  them. 
**A  beautiful  mcmoiial  window  was  placed  in  the  chancel  of 
the  church,  by  Rev.  Dr.  John  Cotton  Smith,  as  a  sacred  me- 
morial of  his  love  and  devotion  to  the  church.'*  He  was  a 
genial,  sympathetic.  Christian  gentleman,  and  was  eminently 
a  public  >^[)irited  citizen,  and  foremost  in  all  works  of  public 
utility.  He  died  in  Ipswich,  Sept.  ti,  1864,  aged  for^-hve 
years. 

BURTON  ONESIPHORUS  MARBLK. 

Mr.  Marble  was  taxed  in  Topsficld  in  1844,  and  by  that 
fact  we  understand  he  taught  the  Academy  during  the  spring 
term  of  that  year.  Mr.  E.  R.  Perkins,  of  Salem,  says.  Mr. 
Marble  b^[an  with  the  fail  term  of  1843  and  taught  throu*:,^h 
the  winter  and  sprin<^.  hut  is  not  sure  that  he  taught  the  fol- 
lowing summer.  He  was  born  in  Brailfortl,  Feb.  27,  181 2, 
and  graduated  at  Dartmouth  College,  1838,  dying  at  Dover, 
N.  H.,  July  12,  1845.  says  Chapman's  Dartmouth  Alumni. 

Mr.  Perkins  continues:  "He  was  very  sober,  stiff,  sedate; 
and  was  a  very  thorough  teacher — ^he  was  thorough  in  every- 
thing he  taught;  the  lessons  assigned  were  exactly  defined 
and  to  be  thoroii;4h!y  learned — it  had  to  be  done.  He  al- 
lowed no  whi^perin;^.  It  was  the  ■stillest  school  I  was  ever 
in.  Each  scholar  had  to  keep  a  record  of  his  daily  work — 
of  his  errors  and  whispers.  When  a  question  was  missed, 
he  would  say,  'You  will  please  record  an  error.'   The  records 
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were  examined  once  a  week.  He  was  a  teacher  to  be  re- 
spected." 

DANIEL   OSGOOD  i,>UT\BY. 

Prof.  Quinby  was  taxed  in  Topsficld  in  1845,  and  it  is  in- 
ferred from  that  fact,  that  he  taught  the  spring  or  summer 
term  of  that  year.  His  service  ended  with  the  summer  term 
in  June,  1846.  A  correspondent  writes :  "Some  thought  he 
was  too  famihar  with  his  scholars ;  he  liked  to  play  foot-ball 
with  them,  and  was  fond  of  athletic  sports.  At  the  close  of 
the  last  term,  he  announced  to  the  school*  when  the  next 
term  would  begin.  The  old  bell  rang  the  call  but  he  never 
responded." 

Mr.  Quinby  was  born  in  Amesbury,  Dec.  21,  1821.  His 
parents  were  Capt.  Robert  and  Abij^ail,  who  owned  large 
farming  interests.  His  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Orlando 
Sargent.  She  was  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Sally  Weed,  who  was  1 00 
years  old.  Jan.  28,  1898,  and  is  now  living  in  Merrimac. 
Her  younger  brother  Francis,  was  of  the  firm  of  Francis 
Sargent  &  Co.,  carriage  manufacturers,  Boston. 

Daniel  Quinby  attended  Diimmer  Academy  five  years,  un- 
der the  tuition  of  Master  Nehemiah  Clcaveland.  Joseph  H. 
Noyes,  the  next  principal  of  the  Topsficld  Academy,  was  a 
classmate.  Mr.  Quinby  graduated  at  Bawdoin  College  in 
1839.  In  his  class  were  the  the  late  Judge  Choate  of  Salem, 
Hon.  William  D.  Northend»  also  of  Salem,  and  W.  W.  Cald 
well,  of  Newburyport. 

Directly  after  graduation  and  while  a  law-student,  he 
taught  school  two  years  in  Maine.  Then  returning  home  to 
Amesbury,  he  sought  and  obtained  the  principalship  of  the 
Topsficld  Academy.  The  office,  however,  nut  proving  suf- 
ficiently remunerative,  he  resigned  at  the  end  of  the  school 
year,  June,  1846. 

After  leaving  the  Academy,  he  was  engaged,  as  teacher, 
in  Watertown,  Mass. ;  High  school,  Dover,  N.  H. ;  Norwich 
Academy,  Ct. ;  Union-Hall  Academy,  Jamaica,  L.  I. ;  and 
was  sometime  professor  of  chemistry  in  New  York  City. 
During  the  last  dozen  years  of  his  Hfe,  he  was  engaged  in  a 
proprietary  medicine  business. 

Mr.  Quinby  married,  Nov.  25,  1859,  Miss  Clara  Belle 
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iMkuIu  ii.  sister  of  H.  W.  Moulton,  Esq..  of  New buryport, 
and  had  five  children,  four  of  whom  died  in  inlancy.  His 
eldest  child  was  a  lady  of  great  promise,  residing,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  (1890).  in  Paterson,  N.  J.  Mrs.  Quinby  died 
in  Boston.  Nov.  30,  1882  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years.  Mr. 
Quinby  died  of  paral>  ^is  of  the  brain,  in  Haverhill,  Mass., 
at  the  home  of  his  brother,  Thomas  W  Quinby,  Dec.  23, 
1894.  at  the  ai^e  of  seventy-three  years  and  a  day.  The  re- 
mains ol  ail  his  dead  repose  in  the  Belleville  Cemetery,  New- 
bury port,  near  the  old  Amesbury  cemetery  where  lies  the 
ashes  of  their  ancestors  for  the  last  two  hundred  and  forty- 
six  years. 

JOSEPH   IfAT.E  NOYES. 

Mr.  Nnycs  taui^ht  three  it  11  n  the  year  1^4''),  bcf^inning 
in  March  or  April.  He  \va.^  burn  in  Hyfield  I'ari.-jh,  New- 
bury. May  12,  1825,  to  Dea.  Daniel  and  Mary  Hale  (Par- 
ish) Noyes,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Elijah  Parish*  dis- 
tinguished in  clerical  circles  throughout  the  state*  as  author 
and  preacher.  The  family  comprised  eight  sons  and  two 
daughters. 

Joseph  wa^  educated  at  Diiinnicr  AcatU  niy ,  and  was  prob- 
ably admitted  there  at  an  earlier  age  than  any  other  pupil. 
He  was  reading  Greek  when  only  ten  years  old.  He  never 
entered  college,  but  was  under  private  tutors*  at  Dummer, 
an  equivalent  of  two  years  in  college. 

He  began  life  as  teacher  at  tlic  age  of  eighteen  >'cars. 
He  taught  the  Feoffee's  school  at  Ipswich  with  marked  -^nc- 
cess.  and  was  called  to  the  Ptjrcha<;c  Street  school,  then  to 
the  Jackman  school,  Newburypurt.  Leaving  Topsficld.  he 
was  elected  principal  of  theTiigh  school  in  Bratdeboro,  Vt., 
and  after  that  service  had  charge  of  High  schools  in  Maiden, 
Wellesley,  and  Marbtehead,  and  made  an  honorable  record 
in  Medford.  Dedham,  and  Newton.  One  of  his  Topsfield 
students  writes :  "ffe  was  liked  very  well  as' a  teacher;  he 
was  a  very  handsome  man  :  a  ijond  penman,  and  tauc^ht  a 
writing-school  evenings,  during  the  winter  term."  Howdoin 
College  conferred  upon  him,  July  13.  1 871,  an  honorary  A. 
M.*  in  recognition  of  his  standing  as  a  classical  teacher. 
The  honor  was  not  sought  by  him,  and  came  as  a  surprise. 
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The  state  of  his  health  coinpclkd  his  retirement  in  i  8S4, 
after  a  school  service  of  more  than  forty  years ;  when  he  re- 
turned to  Newburyport,  and  engaged  in  the  far  less  Irksome 
duties  of  book-keeper  and  cashier  for  W.  H.  Noyes  &  Broth- 
er. He  was  prominent  in  church  circles,  and  for  seven  years 
was  superintendent  of  the  "Old  South"  sundn}-  school. 

Mr.  Noyes  married,  in  Newbur\-H\ficld,  Dec.  i.  1855. 
Miss  Abby  Maria  Young,  who  was  born  in  Newburx  purt, 
July  28.  1828,  to  Abigail  Tenney  and  James  Young,  a  .L^ro- 
ccr  and  trader.    She  died,  in  Newburyport,  Jan.  4,  1871. 
He  married,  second,  in  Worcester,  Dec.  29,  1874,  Mary 
Elizabeth  Moore,  who  was  born  there  April  13,  1839,  to 
Mary  Fuller  and  Wm.  G.  Moore,  a  farmer.    Prof.  Noycs 
died  Sept.  2$,  1896,  in  liis  ;2nd  year.    He  had  four  children : 
twin  son'^.  born  .\pril  26,  1857.  who  died  less  than  a  week 
old — Abbie  Parish,  born  in  Newburyport,  Au;j^.  38,  1861  ; 
married  Sept.  12,   1893,  in  Newburyport,  Samuel  Foster 
Jaques,  a  civil-engineer,  who  was  born  there,  Nov.  29,  1865, 
to  Rachel  Ann  Foster  and  Edmund  Jaques,  a  milt-overseer; 
lives  in  Hyde  Park,  having  one  child,  Mildred  Noyes,  born 
in  Brockton,  Sept.  29,  1895 — James  Young,  living  in  Ded- 
ham.  born  in  Newburyport,  March  7,  1865  ;  married  in  Dc-d- 
ham,  Oct.  1 1,  1894,  Ada  Withington  Bigelow.  who  was  born 
in  West  Boylston.  May  22,  1864,  to  Maria  Flizabcth  Fuller 
and  Henry  Clay  Bigelow.    Both  father  and  son  arc  engaged 
in  the  insurance  business. 


Rev.  Kinsman  Atkinson  taught  one  term  of  eleven  weeks 
in  the  fall  of  1849.  His  tuition  bills,  written  on  paper  3J  by 
2  inches,  arc  dated  Nov.  12th.  which  was  the  end  of  the  term, 
and  show  lliat  tuition  in  common  branches  was  three  tlollars. 

Mr.  Atkinson  at  the  time  was  pastor  of  the  local  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  and  continued  there  two  years.  Dur- 
ing the  pastorate  he  also  taught  the  Linebrook  (Ipswich) 
winter  school  (1848-9)  and  the  Topsfield  North  winter  school 
( 1849-50).  While  pastor  of  this  church,  he  bought  land  for 
a])arsonage;  he  then  circulated  a  paper  himself  for  funds 
for  the  house;  he  then  collected  the  mone\'  and  built  the 
house ;  and  lastly  ^presented  the  parsonage  to  the  trustees  of 
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the  society.  He  was  kno^  as  a  man  of  great  energy,  quick 
to  discover  a  need  and  alert  to  supply  it,  and  is  remembered 

with  gratitude  and  great  respect. 

Mr.  Atkinson  was  born  at  Buxton,  Mc,  to  John  and  Olive 
(Haley)  Atkinson,  Oct.  i6,  1807;  and  died  at  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  Dec.  23,  1888.  He  was  one  of  twelve  children;  at 
six  years,  removing  with  his  parents  to  Eaton,  N.  H.  In 
1825,  he  studied  at  Fryeburg  Academy,  Me.;  in  1826,  at 
Atkinson  Academy,  N.  H.,  and  that  year  taught  in  Wen^ 
ham.  He  finished  his  preparation  for  college  at  Phillips 
(Andover)  Academy,  and  entrroH  Rowdoin  College  in  1831  ; 
he  joined  the  junior  class  m  Harvard  in  1833,  where  he 
graduated  in  1834.  He  studied  divinity  (as  it  used  to  be 
called)  at  Andover,  and  Dr.  Leonard  Woods,  professor  in 
the  institution,  paid  him  the  high  tribute :  **Kinsman  Atkin- 
son is  a  young  man  of  rehned  feelings,  ardent  piety,  and  the 
best  scholar  in  his  class."  He  was  ordained  a  Congrega- 
tionalist  in  1838,  but  after  five  years  service,  changed  his 
views  of  church  gov.ernment  and  joined  the  M,  E.  church. 
From  1858  to  i860,  he  was  a  supernumerary  and  after  1861 
superannuate,  when  he  made  Cambridge  his  home.  His 
neighbors  said  of  him :  "He  always  aims  to  do  right" ; 
others  say,  "We  are  convinced  that  he  loved  the  Lord  with 
all  his  might,  mind,  and  strength,  and  his  neighbors  as 
himself." 

JESSE  ALLISON  WILKINS. 

iVIr.  Wilkins  taught  die  Academy,  the  spring;  and  huixuner 

terms  of  1850,  teaching  the  Topsfield  Center  Grammar 
school  the  preceding  winter  and  the  one  following. 

He  was  bom  at  Middleton,  Mass.,  Sept.  10,  1830,  the 
eighth  child  and  fourth  son  in  a  family  of  thirteen  children. 
His  parents  were  James  Wilder  and  Betsey  (Smith)  Wilkins, 
His  mother  was  a  devout  Christian  and  lielpful  in  church 
and  society.  His  father  was  a  farmer,  who  made  home 
happy,  his  lands  productive,  and  was  held  in  excellent  re- 
pute among  his  people,  so  that  he  practiced  almost  every 
office  in  their  gift.  In  his  seventy-sixth  year  he  was  elected 
to  represent  his  district  in  the  state  lej^islaturc. 

Jesse  Wilkins  attended  the  public  school  of  his  town,  and 
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durincf  his  twelfth  summer  the  Topsficld  Acad  em}',  under 
the  palriinaf^e  of  his  uncle  Dr.  Georji^e  Sa\v\'er,  <>f  Hc)xford, 
who  boarded  him  and  paid  his  tuition.  His  fallier  gave  him 
"his  time"  when  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  assumed 
his  middle  name.  Hts  first  business  was  an  employing^  shoe- 
maker. While  thus  engaged,  he  experienced  a  change  of 
heart,  which  changed  his  life  purpose  and  labor. 

He  bc<^an  to  prepare  for  the  teacher's  vocation    in  the 
sprin?^  of   1846,  at  the  Normal  Academy,  Westfield.  He 
studied  afterwards  at  Williston   Seminary,  Easthanipton, 
where  he  finished  his  English  course.    In  the  spring  of 
185 1,  he  entered  the  classical  department  of  Phillips  (  Ando* 
ver)  Academy.    From  that  time  his  course  was  frequently 
interrupted  by  the  want  of  funds,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  his  Fnc^lish  attainments  in  the  practice  of 
archer}-.    "Tcachin^^^  the  younf;  idea  how  to  shoot."  How 
lonLj  ho  studied  at  Andovcr  is  unknown  to  me,  he  was,  hou'- 
cvcr,  a  member  of  the  junior  and  middle  classes.  Ilic 
spring  and  fall  of  1853.  he  attended  Phillips  (Exeter) 
Academy. 

His  first  school  was  in  Beverly,  the  winter  of  1847-8.  He 
taught  four  grammar  schools  in  Gloucester — two  successive 

winters  at  Riverdale,  Haskell  district;  then  the  Harbor  win- 
ter school ;  then  the  Point  school,  and  afterwards  tlie  prin- 
cipal grammar  school  at  the  Harbor.  He  was  next  elcctcti 
to  the  principal  school  in  Newbury,  then  to  the  South  gram- 
mar school  in  Beverly,  where  he  remained  several  terms^ 
till  he  resolved  to  relinquish  the  profession  in  1854.  In 
1855,  he  resumed  his  classical  studies  in  the  private  school 
of  Rev.  Dr.  Luther  Wright,  Easthampton,  the  first  princi- 
pal of  Williston  Seminary.  The  school  was  closed  at  the 
end  of  his  second  term,  and  he  entered  the  family  school  of 
Rev  Edward  Root  of  Williamsburg,  the  winter  of  1856. 
Mr.  Root  accepted  a  call  to  Springfield.  Ohio,  and  his  stu- 
dent accepted  the  tuition  of  Rev.  Dr.  Gerdon  Hall,  North- 
ampton. He  completed  his  classical  studies  with  Prof. 
Calvin  Stone,  at  Andovcr.  during  the  long  summer  vacation 
of  1857,  and  that  fall  entered  Andovcr  Theoloj^ical  Semin- 
ary. Owing  to  a  protracted  sickness,  he  did  not  graduate 
^     until  1 86 1. 
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He  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Essex  South  Associa- 
tion of  Ministers,  March  5th,  i860.,  Dr.  J.  E.  Dwinell, 
moderator.  He  has  liad  four  paatorates:  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church,  Hubbardston.  Mass.,  1861  and  2;  First 

Congregational  Church,  Woodstock,  Conn.,  1864  and  5; 
the  United  Churches,  Chesterfield,  Mass.,  1867  and  8;  and 
the  First  Congregational  Churcb»  North  Scituate,R.  I.,  1S68 
and  9. 

He  continued  in  the  ministry,  tiii  the  spring  of  1871, 
when  he  was  completely  broken  by  nenrous  prostration. 
Repeated  efforts  to  recuperate  proved  unavailing,  and  he 
sought  the  open  air,  an  active  pursuit,  a  quieter  and  less  ex- 
acting life,  and  became  an  independent  farmer.  He  located 
in  Woodstock,  Conn. ;  his  health  is  precarious,  but  he  is 
able  most  of  the  time  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  his  farm. 


CHAPiKR  IV. 

THE  PERIOD  OF  GREATEST  ACTIVlTy. 

GEORGE  CUNANT  AtiD  J.  W.  HEALY. 


Israel  Rea  and  Benjamin  P.  Adams  were  chiefly  instrument- 
al in  the  reopening  of  the  Academy  under  the  tuition  of  Mr. 

Georji^c  Conant,  in  1852.  Tuition  bills  rtre  extant,  dated 
June  29,  and  Oct.  5,  1 852.  and  July  7,  and  Oct.  5.  1853.  The 
first  term  of  1853,  began  Jan.  19,  and  continued  twelve  weeks. 
Miss  Lovering  was  preceptress  in  1852,  and  Miss  S.  K. 
Nichols  and  Miss  Mary  Anne  Friend  of  Georgetown  in  1 8  5  3 . 

The  school  prospered  greatly  under  Mr.  Conant  Its  old* 
time  reputation  and  activity  returned.  There  were  the  De- 
bating Club,  the  Young  Men's  League,  and  dramatic  exhibi- 
tions, which  excited  great  local  interest  and  much  favorable 
comment.  The  debates  were  participated  in  by  the  citizens 
as  if  they  were  students  again.  The  interests  of  school  and 
people  seemed  identical,  and  all  gained  pleasure  and  profit 
Mr.  Conant  was  apt  in  his  management  ol  the  school,  in  his 
methods  of  teaching,  and  in  his  i^anntng  and  conducting  the 
public  exhibitions.  M  iss  Nichols  was  an  accomplished  scholar 
and  belonged  to  a  prominent  family  in  Lowell.  She  was  a 
recent  graduate.  iVIiss  Lovering  was  much  older  and  was 
employed  more  as  a  music  teacher  than  as  a  teacher  of  getk" 
eral  branches.  Miss  Friend  whom  he  married  in  the  fall  of 
1853,  was  daughter  of  John  Friend  and  born  in  Andover,  in 
1829.  She  was  reared  in  Boxford,  and  taught  school  in 
Georgetown.  Her  writings,  both  prose  and  verse  "were 
much  admired." 

Miss  Friend  became  his  wife  in  the  fall  of  1 853,  before 
his  last  term.  She  taught  with  him  about  twenty*nine 
years,  and  died  very  suddenly  in  Alexandria,  N.  Y.  After 
leaving  Topsfield  they  were  principal  and  preceptress  of 
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Hanover  Academy,  Plymouth  County,  after  which  they  re- 
moved to  Ohio,  where  they  taught  seventeen  years.  He  was 
superintendent  of  schools  and  she  taught  in  the  High  school* 
They  afterward  taught  successively  in  Kenosha,  Wis.,  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  and  Aurora,  near  Buffalo,  for  seven  years. 

Mr.  Conant  was  born  at  Provincetown,  Mass.,  May  8,  1827. 
His  father  was  Rufus  Conant,  a  merchant  in  Sandwich  for 
thirty  years.  He  was  educated  mainly  by  himseU,  attending 
an  academy  only  a  few  terms.  While  he  lived  at  Lyme,  N. 
H. — a  few  years  about  1840-45 — he  was  a  playmate  with 
Judge  C.  C.  Conant,  now  of  Greenfield,  Mass.  By  a  sad 
accident  he  lust  an  eye  when  a  small  child.  He  was  a  fine 
scholar,  medium  height,  and  blue-eyed.  He  had  a  younger 
brother  Rufus,  who  was  of  Farnsworth  &  Conant,  law>'crs, 
Court  St.,  Boston,  and  who  died  March  17,  1880,  leaving  a 
widow,  who  now  resides  at  Brcx>kline. 

Mr.  Conant  has  furnished  us  with  the  following  very  mod- 
est yet  pleasing  account  of  himself : — 

**I  taught  my  first  school  in  the  wilds  of  New  Hampshire, 
in  the  winter  of  '43  and  '44.  I  was  then  between  16  and  17 
years  of  age.  Six  inches  of  snow  lay  on  the  ground  the  day 
I  opened  school,  Oct.  22,  and  it  never  fully  left  the  ground 
during  the  sixteen  weelcs  of  the  session.  I  received  two  do\- 
lars  a  week  and  "boarded  round.'*  The  good  mothers  put 
the  schoolmaster  in  the  best  room  and  bed,  without  a  fire, 
ice  and  frost  often  sparkling  in  the  candle-light  on  the  walls. 
He  thawed  out  the  icy  sheets  with  his  warm  younfj  blood, 
and  was  ready  to  rise  and  enjoy  a  solid  breakfast  with  the 
family  before  daylight.  Often  the  snow  was  so  deep  and  the 
distance  to  the  school^^house  so  great,  that  the  big  sled  used 
for  hauling  wood  was  turned  over,  live  or  six  rollicking  girls 
and  boys  piled  on  with  their  well^filled  dinner  pails,  a  yoke 
of  oxen  hitched  on.  and  with  the  snow  up  to  the  horned  ani- 
mals noses,  they  ploughed  their  slow  cold  way  to  the  school- 
house  amid  the  pranks  and  laughter  of  the  living  freipjht. 

Fifty  years  afterward  exactly,  I  visited  that  neighborhood, 
hunted  for  some  relic  of  the  ''litde  red  school  house",  but  did 
not  only  fail  to  find  some  reminder  of  the  old  building,  but 
had  difficulty  even  in  locating  the  site;  for  trees  a  foot  in 
diameter  stood  where  i  a-half-century  before,  had  "wielded 
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the  birch."  In  my  poem  entitled  '*The  District  School  of 
Fifty  Years  Ago/'  I  find  the  following  lines  on  <*Boarding 
Round." 


The  contract  with  each  teacb'T  then 
Was  **so  much  a  month  and  louud;" 

The  finding  in  those  early  days 
Wa8  known  ss  **Boarding  Round." 

How  oft  the  "Master"  wished  he'd  never 

Had  a  calling  so  renowned, 
Made  to  sit  in  the  chimney  comer, 

A  kind  of  oracle  "Boarding  Roand.'*  ' 

Six  hours  labor  in  the  school-room, 
Ten  hours  in  the  grind-stone  ground  ! 

What  a  place  to  practice  patience. 
As  he  went  circling,  "Boarding  Round." 

He  musth^vc  iron-clad  "digesters," 
He  must  feelings  never  wound, 

And  be  a  walking  cyclopedia 

In  every  house,  while  **Boarding  Round." 

Obliged  to  smile  and  pet  the  peevish, 
Whom  'twould  have  suited  him  to  pound. 

He  had  to  flatter  all  the  mothers, 
Or  else  he  couldn't  "Board  Around." 

Called  to  sing  when  he*d  be  sighing, 
And  as  a  victim  to  be  crowned ; 

Not  with  plaudits  but  with  outcries, 
"Awlul  nice"  'twas,  "Boarding  Round!" 

Many  a  "school-marm"  of  that  otd*time. 

Was  like  a  pack-horse  broken  down. 
Carrying  loads  by  day  and  ni<:jht-time. 
As  she  plodded  "Boarding  Round." 

Perfumed  by  the  kitchen  frying, 
Stunned  by  noises  as  she  frowned, 

Frozen  in  the  icy  bed-rooms, 

"Awful  nice"  'twas,  "Boarding  Round  1" 
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Yet  teaclicrs'  places  ne'er  went  bt'f^f^itic;. 

Two  dollars  weekly,  the  teacher  found, 
No  rest  or  surcease  for  the  weary, 

Yet  awful  nice  'twas,  "Boarding  Round !" 

Before  I  commenced  on  annual  school-work  I  had  taught 
five  winter  schools  :  in  L}-nic  anti  Xashua,  N.  H. ;  in  Marion, 
Melrose,  and  Wcstport  Point.  AIa>s.  The  fir-;!  v^-arly  posi- 
tion was  at  Westport  Point,  and  the  second  at  1  all  River, 
Mass.  Then  I  took  charge  of  Topsfield  Academy  for  two 
years.  Without  specifying  other  fields  of  labor,  I  will  say  in 
brief,  I  was  six  years  as  Principal  in  annual  schools,  seven- 
teen years  as  superintendent  of  City  schools,  and  nineteen 
years  as  Principal  of  Academies. 

Miss  Mary  Anne  Friend,  of  Georgetown,  was  my  last  as- 
sistant in  Topsfieid.  She  became  my  wife  in  1853  and  taught 
with  me  twenty«nine  years.  She  was  an  accomplished  and 
thorough  teacher,  a  writer  and  a  poet  She  excelled  as  a 
mathematician  and  teacher  of  Latin  and  French.  She  could 
shower  figures  on  the  black-board  wiHi  cither  hand,  and  at 
times  cipher  with  both  hands  at  a  time,  an  accomplishment 
seldom  witnessed.  She  died  suddenly  of  heart  disease  in 
Alexandria,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  18,  1883.  I  have  for  the  past  five 
years  resided  in  Pasadena,  California,  and  expect  to  make  it 
in\'  permanent  home.  I  gave  up  teaching  in  1892,  having 
been  in  the  school-room  nearly  forty-five  years." 

Mr.  Conant  is  a  member  of  the  Southern  California  Acad- 
emy of  Science.  He  travels  extensively,  and  is  correspond- 
ent for  the  State  Press  Association  of  California. 

JOSEPH  WARR£N  HEALV. 

J.  W.  Healy,  A.  B.,  succeeded  Mr  Conant.  He  began 
with  the  summer  term  of  1854.  and  bought  the  property  the 

next  following  vacation.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Jane  C.  Healy,  was 
precei)tress.  He  employctl  as  his  assistants,  men  of  strong 
character  and  excellent  scholarsliip.  In  185  5-6  H.  J.  Richard- 
son, A.  B.,  assisted  in  mathematics  and  natural  sciences ;  A. 
J.  Pike,  A.  B.,  followed  him.  Prof.  C.  P.  Bronson  lectured 
on  physiology  and  elocution,  and  Prof.  A.  P.  Shattuck  taught 
penmanship.   Among  his  assistant  pupils  were  Daniel  Wil- 
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kins  in  mathematics;  A.  B.  Coffin  and  G.  L.  R.  Gleason  in 
vocal  music ;  Nelson  Spofford  and  Susan  £.  Perlcy  in 
English  branches. 

Mr.  Heal/s  first  term  numbered  fifty  scholars ;  the  sec- 
ond, sixty-nine;  the  third,  or  winter  (1854-$),  seventy-two ; 
the  spring,  one  hundred  and  two.  Durinj^  1855-6,  the  stu- 
dents numbered  tAvo  hundred  and  throe,  ladies  ninety-two, 
pfentlemcn  one  hundred  and  eleven  ;  in  class'V'^  fifty-tvvo,  in 
English  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  ;  summer  term  se\  en- 
ty-five,  fall  term  one  hundred,  winter  term  ninety-eight, 
spring  term  one  hundred  and  sixteen.  It  seemed  as  if  the 
school  had  at  last  eaten  of  the  tree  of  life  and  would  live 
forever. 

He  revised  and  enlarc^cd  the  course  of  study  and  adapted 
it  to  existing  needs.  He  established  two  departments,  Class- 
ical and  English,  and  made  "the  course. "  three  years,  of  four 
terms  each.  His  classical  course,  arranged  for  mental  (Usci- 
pline,  led  directly  into  New  England  college  life.  His  Eng- 
lish course  provided  for  the  needs  of  the  business  communi- 
ty, and  embraced  studies  in  moral  science  and  social  culture. 
The  government  was  eminently  parental.  Tuition  in  com- 
mon Enrrlish  branches  was  $4.(X)  per  term,  in  higher  Eng- 
lish $5.00,  and  in  the  languages  $1.00  each,  extra. 

The  government  is  thus  aptly  mirrored  in  Mrs.  Morgan's 
reminiscences:  **Mr.  Healy  was  quite  remarkable  for  his 
punning  propensity,  as  a  mode  of  punishment,  and  woe  be 
to  the  unlucky  student,  who  received  a  reprimand  in  that 
way.  In  the  lower  room,  desks  opened  with  a  lid,  which, 
when  raised,  shielded  the  scholar  from  observation,  i^ixiui^  a 
fine  opportunity  for  cabilislic  signs  with  lingers  and  face, 
but  the  'old  high  desk,'  reached  by  four  steps,  was  the  great- 
est torture.  For  some  misdemeanor,  the  Preceptor,  with  the 
blandest  smile,  would  request  the  offender  to  occupy  the 
chair  at  his  side;  then  while  a  recitation  was  in  pro{:fress,  he 
would  draw  the  attention  of  the  whole  school  to  the  recrean- 
cy, witli  his  facetious  remarks,  causing  a  roar  of  merriment. 
Oh !  what  refined  torture  to  sensitive  nerves,  but  salutary  in 
its  effect.  Government  was  good,  and  pupils  were  always 
interested  in  his  mode  of  teaching,  which  was  quite  original, 
^presenting  old  truths  in  a  new  dress." 
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Every  Wednesday  afternoon  was  devoted  to  rhetorical 
exercises.  Original  compositions  were  read  by  the  ladies, 
and  declamations  or  compositions  rendered  by  the  gentle- 
men. Mrs.  Morgan  here  remarks,  **During  ihose  years  when 
more  than  a  hundred  pupils  responded  to  the  roll-call*  it  was 
a  trying  ordeal  for  a  young  man  to  deliver  his  "maiden 
speech,"  and  the  ladies'  presence  proffered  no  overtures  of 
sympathy,  but  rather  added  to  his  discomfiture  by  smiles  and 
sii[>[ji  essed  laughter.  In  the  Lyceum,  the  tables  were  turned, 
and  the  gentlemen  had  the  advantage,  their  laughter  was 
outright  and  hearty^.'* 

The  Lyceum,  so  popular  and  effective  during  Mr.  Conant's 
principalship,  was  revived.  Live  questions  were  discussed, 
and  it  was  a  parliament  in  government.  Kimball,  Gleason, 
Wiley,  Clark,  Pierce,  Hardy,  Wilkins.  Merriam,  Harvey, 
Pearson,  Townc,  Porter,  Rca,  Balch,  Stowe,  Newell,  Dodge, 
Fowler,  Ames,  Rolims,  and  others  we  cannot  now  recall,  were 
the  Websters,  Clays,  and  Henrys  of  the  occasion. 

Besides  the  Lyceum,  each  yearly  and  semi-annual  examin- 
ation closed  with  an  exhibition.  The  exhibitions  were  antici- 
pated with  great  interest  by  students  and  citizens  alike. 
They  were  planned  to  entertain  the  people.  They  were  of 
high  character,  morally  and  intellectually.  They  were  the 
best  effort  of  the  originators  and  actors.  The  lyceums  were 
not  alone  confined  to  the  students ;  citisens  were  invited, 
and  many  a  civilian  engaged  in  the  "war  of  words,"  and 
many  a  spectator  enjoyed  the  forensic  efforts  and  the  mirth. 
The  practice  was  a  strong  one;  it  brotip^lit  the  two  togeth^^r, 
and  a  sympathy  between  the  school  and  the  people  sprung 
up,  of  mutual  ben  (fit.  Here,  too,  the  ladies  participated. 
If  the  efforts  of  the  gentlemen  were  golden,  the  papers  pre- 
pared by  the  ladies  for  the  occasions  were  jewels  in  gold* 
settings.  They  were  filled  with  solid  thought,  with  wit  and 
wisdom,  and  sparkled  with  merriment.  They  added  much  or 
most,  to  the  enjoyment  and  success  of  the  occasions. 

They  prepared  a  paper  each  week.  Before  us  is  a  copy 
of  the  Iris  and  two  copies  of  the  Excelsior.  Iris  No.  4, 
says  "  the  number  of  our  subscribers  is  continually  increas- 
ing"— a  phrase  which  if  original  with  the  Iris  and  had  been 
patented  would  have  made  a  millionaire  of  the  editor,  for 
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every  pt:b1?«;hcr  uses  it  now.  One  of  the  correspondents  had 
a  dream,  m  which  a  stationer's  show-window  was  exhibited 
to  him  with  ink  in  it  that  would  write  on  any  subject  without* 
the  penman's  thought,  except  that  he  choose  the  ink  adapt- 
ed. He  tried  some— '*Sniggs'  Sublime  Ink"*— with  this  re- 
sult:— 

THE  TEMI'E.ST  CLOUD. 

"Behold  yon  monster  black  as  nig^ht. 
On  cloudy  pinions  swift  he  comes ; 
He  rends  tiie  oak  with  lightning  bright — 
Those  thorns  and  firey-forked  tongues. 
His  bellowing  strikes  the  earth  wiSi  fear. 
All  nations  tn mMe  at  the  sight. 
How  weep  the  skies  when  he  is  near! 
The  mountains  reel  and  rock  with  fright  !'* 

The  next  was  '*Sniggs'  Love  Ink." 

*'Fair  Julia,  smile  on  me  again, 
Nay,  do  not  wear  that  look  of  scorn ; 
Bid  hope  within  my  bosom  reign. 
Bid  joy  return  and  doubt  begone. 

Take  back  those  criiel.  cruel  words 
That  thou  so  hastily  hast  spoken ; 
Let  not  the  heart  that  beats  for  thee — 
For  thee  alone,  be  rudely  broken." 

The  Iris  being  a  model  family  paper,  of  course  had  a 
children's  column. 

CONUNDRUMS. 

What  street  is  particularly  attractive  to  a  certain  young 
gentleman  of  our  school?  Bradstreet.  [Though  ordinarily 
a  hard  question,  hardly  a  scholar  could  Dodge  the  correct 
answer  as  given  ] 

Who  buys  algebra  by  the  cent's  worth?    S.  Noyes. 
Who  trades  in  old  boots  and  neck  stocks?    Perley,  Dodge, 
Jenniss  &  Co. 

The  Excelsior  was  edited  by  Miss  Charlotte  £.  Perkins. 
These  articles  are  particularly  good :  "Education."  '*The  Use 
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of  Tobacco,"  and  "Slavery.  "  Here  are  a  couple  of  conun- 
drums :  **What  young  man  is  likely  to  be  in  great  demand 
the  coming  winter?  Cole  (coal).  A  certain  young  lady 
lias  a  warlike  spirit — why?    She's  in  favor  of  Killam. 

Here  is  one  fif  the  propo«;itions  from  Dorman's  Moral 
Geometry  :  Theorem — Truth  in  a  very  low  {)]acc  is  falsehood. 
First  let  it  be  admitted  that  all  the  old  pro\  orbs  are  true. 
Then  submit:  "Truth  cannot  be  hid,  though  it  lies  in  a  well." 
Extending  the  *'figure,"  we  see  that  in  times  of  great  danger, 
a  man  may  lie  if  so  disposed.  Q.  E.  D.  Cbrollafy — TtmSi  is 
an  elastic  substance,  from  the  fact  that  men  can  stretch  true 
stories. 

I  am  favored  with  an  order  of  examination.  These  were 
usually  interspersed  with  rhetorical  exercises  and  occupied 
two  or  three  days. 

The  last  days  of  the  term.  May  12-13, 1856,  were  occupied 
with  compositions,  by  Misses  E.  C.  Batchelder,  S.  A.  Low,  M. 
K.  Jones,  M.  Hale,  £.  A.  Hood,  C.  Rofrcrs.  R.  P.  Perley,  C.  A. 
Perkins,  R.  H.  Emerson.  L.  M.  Rixby,  C.  E.  Perkins,  C.  M. 
Low.  K,  G.  Dorman,  and  E.  A.  A.  Rea ;  and  with  orations 
by  gentlemen,  D.  S.  Balch.  S.  P.  Fowler,  C.  Newell,  H.  B. 
Putnam,  S.  A.  Merriam,  H.  G.  Rollins,  H.  S.  Clark,  G.  Lek. 
Gleason,  and  George  Pierce,  Jr.  The  subjects  are  not  given. 

The  exercises  in  the  evening  were  in  the  Congregational 
church  and  consisted  of  invocation,  address  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Dwinell,  of  Salem,  poem  by  S.  J.  Pike,  Esq.,  of  Lawrence, 
which  were  interspersed  with  music  by  Wales'  Serenade  and 
Quadrille  Band. 

**Rev.  Joseph  Warren  Healy,  D.  D.,  was  born  in  South 
Hero,  Vt,  April  fi,  1827,  to  Nathaniel  and  Jane  (Tabor) 
Healy.  He  fitted  for  college  at  Newbury  Seminary  and 
Bradford  Academy,  Vt.  He  graduated  at  tlie  University  of 
Vermont  in  1852.  Mc  was  principal  of  the  Bath  Academy, 
N.  H.,  before  coming  to  Topsfield.  While  teaehint^  at  Tops- 
field,  he  supplied  the  pulpit  oi  the  Lincbrook  (Ipswich) 
church,  perhaps  two  years.  The  Linebrook  society  made 
him  a  life  member  of  the  Foreign  Missionary  Socie^,  April 
10,  1856.  The  church  and  society  under  his  guidance,  en- 
joyed a  period  of  harmony  and  prosperity,  am!  '-rt  w  in 
numbers  and  healthful  strength.    While  at  Topsfield  he  at- 
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tended  lectures  at  the  Aadover  Theological  Seminaryt  and 

was  licensed  by  the  Salem  Congregational  Associatioa, 
Leaving  the  Academy,  he  preached  at  Royalston.  Gardner 
and  Walpolc.  Then  removing  to  the  West,  he  preached  six 
years  in  Milwaukee,  and  fonrj^ears  in  Cliicago.  While  there 
he  was  called  to  the  pastorate  and  presidency  of  Straight 
University,  in  New  Orleans,  La.  There  he  attended  medical 
lectures  and  received  the  medical  degree.  In  1871,  Olivet 
College,  Mich.,  conferred  upon  liini  the  doctorate  of  divinity. 
He  was  also  an  LL.  1).*  In  iSyi,  he  was  delegated  by  the 
An)crican  Missionary  Association  to  visit  Great  Britain  and 
organize  an  auxiliary  to  that  society.  He  resided  in  London 
as  its  secretary  for  three  years.  While  abroad,  he  visited 
the  continent  and  the  East,  and  lectured  in  the  princi[>al 
cities  of  Great  Britain.  Returning  home  he  was  elected  pro- 
fessor of  English  literature  and  fMStoral  theology  in  Mary* 
ville  Colle^'c.  Tenn.  Prcferrinf]^  an  active  pastorate  to  the 
routine  of  professional  life,  he  returned  to  Milwaukee  in  1878. 
The  death  of  his  wife  prostrated  him.  Subsequently  he  went 
to  California  k>r  his  health.  In  1883,  he  was  a  pastor  in 
Oakland,  Cal.  Upon  the  incorporation  of  Sierre-Madre  Col- 
lege, at  Pasadena,  in  1884,  he  was  selected  as  the  president. 
Subsequent  to  1885,  he  retired  from  the  ministry,  resided  in 
San  Diego,  Cal.,  and  latterly  practised  medicine." 

*For  the  purpose  of  the  General  CaUdonc  of  his  A /ma  Mater,  it  was 

thnujrht  necessary  to  know  the  source  ana  date  of  his  title  LL  I).,  and 
the  date  of  his  tiilu  D.  About  tweuiy-five  commuQicaiioni*  arc  before 
me  relative  to  it.s  source  and  their  dates.  They  all  rest  upon  menory, 
and  agree  wondfrfiilly  in  regjard  to  the  time,  yes,  and  source  also.  The 
words  of  Gen.  Chas.  H.  Howard  and  Rev.  £.  M.  Strieby,  D.  D.«  who 
were  quite  tamUiar  with  hit  work  in  New  Orleans,  are  aa  pertinent  as 
any. 

tien.  Howard  says: 

'^My  impression  is  strong  that  the  title  LL.  D.,  was  gi>ren  Dr.  Healy 
bv  Straight  L'niversitv.  at  the  time  of  his  going  to  Europe."  Later  he 
wrote: — "I  remember  tHat  Dr.  Healy  had  the  degree  conferred  upon  him, 
about  the  time  he  went  ahrond  to  reside  in  Loodoo,  sad  that  is  about 
all  I  know  concerning  the  mstter.** 

Dr.  Strieby  writes: 

■*The  varne  impression  on  my  mind  is  that  he  obtidned  this  de^^ree, 

with  several  other  honorary  titles,  such  as  F.  R.  S.,  etc.,  in  Creat  Rntaln. 
Of  this  I  am  not  sure.  It  is  barely  possible  they  may  have  been  given 
to  him  bir  the  S.  V."  •  *  «  •  "Yet,  I  fear  that  nothing  wilt  be  fotmd.  for 
our  people  were  then  engaged  ia  making  history  and  not  la  writing  It.** 
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Mr.  Healy  was  a  diligent  worker,  an  excellent  teacher, 
social,  genial,  a  read)'  reader  of  human  nature,  and  easily 
made  himself  master.  Pic  led  his  school;  his  scholars  were 
ambitious,  diligent,,  social,  and  in  the  main  made  the  most  of 
their  opportunities.  He  was  ambitious.  In  whatever  he  en- 
fjapfed.  he  threw  his  entire  self.  Whatever  he  did,  was  well 
done,  irom  principle.  Every  station  he  held  he  made  an 
opening  door  to  the  next  higher  station.  He  used  to  say  to 
his  scholars :  "Be  not  bent  by  circumstances,  but  bend  them."* 
He  loved  to  do  good,  realising  that  in  such  service  vvas  his 
highest  honor.  That  idea  was  the  inspiration  of  his  life;  and 
his  life  subserved  that  great  end. 

While  preaching  at  Linebrook,  he  took  one  and  another 
of  his  older  students  with  him,  tu  the  religious  meetings  of 
the  parish,  thus  introducing  th^  into  society  and  its  service, 
and  giving  a  practical  turn  to  school  life.  We  know  of  his 
saying  "Come  into  the  school  and  if  the  burden  of  the  tuition 
is  too  great,  it  will  be  remitted."  Whatever  was  money  in 
his  family  was  good  for  tuition,  and  many  a  farmer-lad  thus 
^  figured  out  results  to  a  fraction.    Amonpf  his  students,  he 

was  a  whole  "Lend-a-Haud"  Society,  judicious  and  efficient. 

After  leaving  the  Academy,  but  before  going  west,  he 
united  the  society  of  Royalston,  paid  their  church  debt  and 
repaired  the  church.  At  Walpole  he  enlarged  the  sphere  and 
usefidncss  of  the  church  and  society,  and  solidified  its 
strength.  He  was  at  Gardner,  a  preacher  they  praised. 
Coming  cMit  of  the  church  edifice  one  Sunday,  wc  heard — 
"That  was  an  able  discourse" — "yes,  it  was  ;  i  never  heard  that 
subject  handled  better."   His  society  was  proud  of  him. 

In  the  west,  he  was  the  same  scholarly,  eloquent  helper. 
In  Chicago  he  was,  under  God,  the  organizer  of  twelve  reli- 
gious societies  thnt  built  church  edifices.  But  more,  he  would 
herald  the  tnidi  irom  pulpit  and  press.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  ol  i iu  Advance^  a  paper  of  high  rank  and  doctrinal 
authority. 

*Circuinst  UK  s,  on  occasions,  seemed  to  be  made  for  him,  or  required 
^  but  little  bending.    Upon  hearing  a  nimor  of  Mr.  Healv's  di-rtth,  the 

writer  sent  a  missive  of  inquiry  into  liis  vicinity.  The  lettiji  tell  into 
hia  hand,  when  he  immediately  .sent  "a  penny  messenger''  on  which  was 
written:  ^'Psalm  iiS,  vs.  i8  and  17.  Aftevertbine.  J.  W.  H." 
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Tn  New  Orleans,  he  was  pastor  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church,  and  wn^;  consulted  for  "the  brnefit  of  his  judgment 
in  selecting  points  in  Loii!«,iana,  for  school*;."  Durinp^  the 
year  1869-70.  he.  wns  juoident  of  Straight  University,  and 
supct iiUcndcnt  of  church  organization  for  Louisiana,  Missis- 
sippi, and  Texas.  The  next  two  years  he  was  president, 
three  years  tn  all,  but  was  absent  in  Great  Britainp  soliciting 
funds  for  scholarships.  This  was  his  work  for  the  A.  M .  A., 
the  patron  of  the  l^nK  ersitw 

The  tt  st  of  csiablishiii;^  churches  and  schools  in  the  S«>uth, 
just  foUowiiv^  the  War  of  the  Refjcllion.  was  as  exactiiv^  as  it 
was  noble.  It  required  judgment  and  knowledge  pre-emi- 
nent, tact  and  discretion,  and,  wtthall,  a  readiness  of  heart 
and  hand.  It  was  a  place  of  dignity,  learning  and  religious 
character.  Mr.  Healy's  part  was  done  acceptably,  promptly 
and  honorably.  So  well  and  favorably  was  he  known  and 
appreciated  anion the  literati,  that  there  was  power  in  the 
mention  of  his  name. 

Rev.  D.  W.  Hanna,  president  of  Los  Angeles  College,  says 
of  Sierra-Madre  College,  Ptoadena,  of  which  Dr.  Healy  was 
president: — ^*'A  liberal  grant  was  .made  for  it,  a  good  school 
building  was  erected,  and  the  site  was  admirable;  but  Pasa- 
dena did  not  prove  attractive — it  seemed  impossible  to 
awaken  adequate  enthusiasm.  The  school  numbered  from 
thirty  to  fifty  students.  It  was  started  under  the  leadership 
of  Kev.  J.  VV.  KIlis,  D.  D.,  of  San  Francisco.  Shortly  after 
the  coilcL^L  opened,  the  board  of  trustees  elected  Dr.  Healy, 
who  was  then  pastor  o£  the  Presbyterian  Church,  at  Santa 
iiica,  to  the  presidency, y5»'  tA£  influence  of  his  name. 
Dr.  Hcnly's  health  was  then  very  poor,  ami  he  did  not  occupy 
the  ofhcc,  nor  chan<;e  his  residence,  nor  take  any  active  part 
in  the  college  work.  He  resigned  at  the  end  of  his  year, 
1884-5,  Prof.  J.  M.  Coyner  presided.  The  doctor  was 
in  no  way  responsible  for  the  college.  It  continued  about 
two  years;  the  building  is  now  a  private  residence/'  Mr. 
Hanna  spoke  very  highly  of  Dr.  Healy's  work  at  Santa 
Monica. 

He  niairied,  Oct.  8,  1848,  Miss  Jane  Hibbard  Clark,  who 
was  born  in  Groton,  Vt.,  May  12,  1830.  She  studied  in  the 
Female  Seminary,  Burlington,  Vt.,  taught  with  her  husband 
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at  Bath  and  Topsfield,  and  adorned  the  place  of  a  pastor's 
wife  wherever  he  labored.  She  died  at  her  mother's  home 
in  Corinth,  Vt.,  Sept.  12,  1880,  beloved  and  lamented,  a  pure 
and  urentle  spirit  Their  children  were  Jane  Corinne,  who 
was  bom  March  6,  1850,  and  died  October  8,  1850 ;  and 
Frank  Joseph,  who  was  born  March  4,  1857;  studied  at 
Olivet  Collr^^c  and  London  (England )  University ;  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar,  1878  ;  was  editor  of  the  Gazette,  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind.,  till  1 884 ;  and  is  now  on  the  editorial  staft  of  the 
Tribune,  Cleveland,  O. 

His  second  wife  was  Mrs.  Ellen  R.  White,  widow  of  W.  M. 
White,  a  merchant  of  Washington,  D.  C,  who  died  there  of 
consumption.  She  was  Miss  Young,  born  in  Bangor,  Me., 
Feb.  2,  1833.  She  became  Mrs.  Healy  July  21,  1884.  while 
he  was  preaching  in  Santa  Monica.  She  has  built  her  a 
home  at  Riverside,  Cal.,  but  will  spend  her  summers  at  San 
Diego. 

Mr.  Healy  preached  about  three  years  in  Woodland,  and 

Oakland,  before  visiting  southern  California.  He  was  pastor 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Santa  Monica,  three  years.  He 
never  recovered  from  the  prostration  following  his  first  wife's 
death.  He  loved  life  and  labor,  and  when  driven  by  ill  health 
from  one  field,  he  sought  another  field  immediately  upon 
recuperation.  As  a  last  resort,  when  he  could  no  longer 
stand  to  preach,  in  the  fall  of  1886,  he  sought  a  change  of 
air  and  began  to  practise  medicine  in  San  Diego.  He  died 
of  spinal  abscess,  April  26,  1887,  and  was  buried  at  San 
Diego,  under  imposing  and  solemn  rites  by  Masons  and  Odd 
Fellows.  He  was  paralyzed  and  speechless  for  20  hours,  a 
patient  sufferer.  Dr.  Healy  was  an  exemplary  man— one  of 
nature's  noblemen.  He  arose  by  his  own  exertions,  and 
achieved  a  grand  success.  His  titles  are  emblems  of  his 
character  and  attainments. 

The  Con^rei;ational  Year  Book  says: — "Mr.  Henry  Jack- 
son Richardson  was  born  in  Middleton,  Mass.,  June  23,  1829, 
to  Daniel  and  Olive  Berry  (Perkins)  Richardson.  He  fitted 
for  college  at  Phillips  Academy,  and  graduated  at  Amherst, 
in  1855,  and  at  Andover  Theological  Seminary,  in  1839; 
taught  in  the  Topsfield  Academy,  i8S5-^>  was  ordained  at 
Lincoln,  Mass.,  Sept  6,  i860;  and  was  released  from  active 
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pastoral  charge,  May  io»  1892.  He  married,  June  26, 1864, 
Mrs.  Harriet  Amelia,  widow  of  Theodore  French,  of  Con- 
cord, N.  H.,  and  daughtrr  nf  Dca.  William  and  Abby  (Reed) 
Colburn,  of  Lincoln.    He  died  of  la  f^rippe,  Uec.19,  1893." 

Rev.  Alpheus  Justus  Pilce,  who  was  assistant  to  Profs. 
Hcaly  and  Allis,  was  born  in  Topsfield,  March  7,  1828.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  and  cultivated  broad  fields  and  rich  soil. 
He  was  educated  at  Thetford  Academy,  Vt.,  and  at  Dart- 
mouth College,  graduating  in  1855.  He  studied  theology  at 
Andover,  Mass.,  and  at  East  Windsor,  now  Hartford,  Conn. 
He  was  ordained  and  installed  at  Marlboro,  Conn.,  and  after- 
wards had  successive  charge  of  churches  in  Saulc  Centre, 
Minn.,  and  Mandan  and  Dawson,  Dak.  He  has  also  labored 
for  the  American  Missionary  Association  both  in  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain.  He  is  now  located  at  Dwight, 
Dakota. 

Mrs.  Morgan  says  : — "Our  respected  teacher  and  townsman 
A.  J.  Pike,  A.  B.,  afterwards  a  minister,  is  well  remembered. 
He  was  a  most  thorough  scholar;  he  always  carried  the  text 
books  closed  in  his  hand  without  the  slightest  thought  of  re- 
ferring to  them.  In  the  clear,  autumn  evenings,  he  would 
take  the  class  out  on  the  hills  and  point  out  the  different  con- 
stellations, making  our  lessons  in  astronomy  of  practical 
value." 

Prof.  B.  Robert  Downes,  Bradford,  was  a  teacher  of  music 
during  Prof.  Healy's  principalship  and  those  who  followed. 
His  only  business  was  teaching  "music,  chiefly,  it  is  under- 
stood, instrumental.  He  was  sAways  busy — ^"have  all  I  can 
do,"  as  he  once  remarked.  Here  Mrs.  Morgan  remarks: — 
"T  must  not  forget  Professor  of  music,  B.  R.  Downes.  Can 
we  not  sec  him  passing  from  home  to  home  of  his  pupils, 
swinging  his  cane  in  the  air,  ready  to  fall  in  repeated  blows 
on  reaching  the  door,  then  taking  quicL  iiiLic  naps  while  the 
lessons  were  thrummed,  always  good-natured  and  happy." 


CHAPTER  V. 


OBEDIAH  DICKINSON  ALUS,  ALBERT  IRA  DUTTON, 
AND  THE  LAST  DAYS  OF  THE  ACADEMY. 


Prof.  O.  D.  AlHs,  A.  M.,  began  here  with  the  winter  term 
of  1856-7,  and  closed  his  services  with  the  fall  term  of  1858. 

He  continued  the  school  in  relation  to  the  course  of  study, 
terms  and  tuition,  as  these  had  been  adopted  by  Mr.  Healy. 
The  character  of  the  school  was  fully  sustained.  A.  J.  Pike, 
A.  B.,  assisted  him  in  the  winter  term;  Austin  Hazen,  A.  B., 
in  the  spring  term;  L.  T.  Burbank,  A.  B.,  of  Williams  Col- 
lege, thereafter.  Mrs.  Maty  A.  Jones  was  preceptress,  Miss 
C.  M.  Thurston  was  assistant  Prof.  B.  R.  Downes,  jr., 
tau^rht  piano  music;  G.  LeR.  Gleason»  vocal  music;  and 
Daniel  T.  Ames,  penmanship. 

Three  rhetorical  programs  have  been  loaned  me.  May  6, 
1857,  has  the  following  or;itions : — Every  man  a  debtor  to 
his  profession,  by  George  L.  Blanchard  ;  Influence  of  W  ash- 
ington, by  M.  V.  B.  Perley ;  The  present  crisis  of  our  coun- 
try, by  D.  F.  Towne ;  Athens,  by  S.  A.  Merriam ;  The  schol- 
ar's hope,  by  J.  G.  Colt;  The  mind  measured  by  its  object, 
by  G.  E.  Joslin  ;  Decay  an  element  of  f^rowth.  by  D.  T. 
Ames  ;  I  hc  influence  of  the  age  in  producing  great  men,  by 
G.  LeR.  (ilcason  ;  Eloquence  of  decay,  by  N.  T.  Kimball ; 
Israel  Putnam,  by  S.  l\  Fowler.  Compositions  were  read  by 
Misses  L.  Burbank,  S,  A.  Chamberlain,  H*  McLoud,  M.  A. 
Hoyt,  H.  A.  Wells,  E.  A.  R.  Towne,  E.  A.  Putnam,  H.  M. 
Kimball,  M.  M.  Farrar.  C.  F.  Kimball,  M.  A.  Dickinson,  R. 
P.  PcrUy.  C.  A.  Perkins,  C.  E.  Batcheldcr,  and  A.  Roi^^ers, 

The  rhetorical  exercises,  Nov.  II,  i  .S57,  were  : — Orations — 
Ambition  essential  tu  great  achievements,  by  Geo.  F.  Flint; 
Responsibility  of  Americans,  by  J.  C.  Leonard  ,  The  Tress,  by 
N.  D.  Dodge ;  The  condition  and  prospects  of  America,  by 
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C.  A.  Mooar ;  Arnold,  the  traitor,  by  M.  11.  Dorman ;  John 
Q.  Adams,  by  J.  W.  Porter;  Dr.  Kane,  by  C.  Fowler;  Rev- 
olutions»  by  J.  K.  Cole ;  Earth's  benefactors,  by  M,  V.  B.  Per- 

ley ;  Earth's  malefactors,  by  Geo.  L.  Blanchard ;  Skepticism, 

by  D,  T.  Ames.  The  followinpf  had  compositions: — Mioses 
S.  A.  Chambcrlin,  J.  K.  Noycs,  S.  M.  Ray,  M.  M.  Thomp- 
son, M.  A.  Iloyt,  H.  E.  Peabody,  C.  A.  Berry,  C.  C.  Tea- 
body,  M.  E.  Choatc,  R.  P.  Balch,  R.  P.  Pcrlcy,  E.  B.  Perlcy, 
A.  P.  Kimball,  C,  W.  Woodbury.  The  program  concluded 
with  a  colloquy,  "Home  Government,"  written  by  the  stu- 
dents— Misses  M.  Low,  L.  D.  Hardy  and  M.  A.  C.  Noyes. 

The  rhetorirrtl  procjram  of  Nov.  lO,  1858,  was: — Declama- 
tion, by  Hamilton  Temple;  Orations — Dr.  Livingstone,  by 
A.  M.  Merriam  ;  Object  of  our  mission,  by  J.  W.  Perkins; 
The  power  of  knowledge,  by  N.  D.  Dodge,  jr. ;  Enthusiasm, 
by  C.  A.  Mooar ;  Jephtha*s  daughter,  by  Geo,  F.  Flint ;  The 
nobility  and  responsibility  of  the  teacher  s  vocation,  by  J.  K. 
Cole;  Reform,  by  Clarence  Fowler;  Moral  force  the  only 
instrument  of  freedom,  by  M.  V.  B.  Perlcy;  Young  America, 
by  H.  G.  Rollins;  and  the  reading  of  the  school  paper,  "T/ie 
Laura/  Wreath"  by  Misses  Abbic  R.  Cole  and  Rebecca  K, 
Bixby,  Clarence  Fowler,  editor. 

These  exercises  were  always  interspersed  with  music,  gen* 
erall)  by  a  hired  orchestra,  sometimes  by  the  school  talent. 

Prof.  Allis  came  to  Topsfield  with  an  experience  of  some 
seven  or  eight  years.  He  was  a  c^ood  teacher  and  disciplin- 
arian. His  want  of  health  was  the  only  impediment  to  ^ood 
rank  among  noted  teachers.  He  was  tall  and  slim  ;  his  con- 
figuration and  movements  betokened  insidious  disease.  He 
had  a  deep  voice  and  was  an  excellent  bass  singer.  His 
voice  was  cultured  and  he  excelled  as  a  reader.  He  was  a 
good  scholar,  critical  in  the  recitation  and  apt  in  his 
illustrations.  His  manner  was  pleasing;  his  conversation, 
entertaining:  his  social  life,  unblamable;  and  remembrance 
of  him  is  pleasant  indeed. 

Mr.  Aliis  was  born  in  Brookfield,  Vt, July  27,  i  $25 ,  to  Elisha 
and  Mary  (Steele)  Allis.  While  at  home  he  attended  the  dis- 
trict school  and  the  academy  at  Randolph.  His  preparation 
fnr  college  was  completed  at  Thetford  Academy.  He  en- 
tered Williams  College,  and  during  this  second  year  re- 
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turned  home  sick,  where  he  remained  an  invalid  for  a  year. 
He  received  the  honorary  de^e  of  A.  M.,  from  tiie  Untver- 
sity  of  Vermont.    He  taught  a  year  in  Barre  Academy, 

under  J.  S.  Spaulding;  then  at  Vergennes  some  two  or  three 
years.  While  at  Vergennes  he  married  Miss  Ann  Eh'za  Colt, 
of  Brookfield.  Subsequently  he  taught  at  Chelsea  perhaps 
four  or  five  years ;  then  at  Topsfield.  From  here  he  went 
to  Randolph  Centre,  Vt,  where  he  preached  three  or  four 
years;  thence  to  West  Randolph  where  he  preached  about 
five  years.  The  state  of  his  health  was  to  him,  all  the  while, 
a  source  of  anxiety  and  expense,  and  an  impediment  in  his 
work.  At  last  his  artivt>  lifr  closed;  in  1866  he  repaired  to 
Danielsonville,  N.  Y.,  ior  treatment  at  that  noted  water-cure. 
He  died  there  in  June,  1867,  nearly  forty-two  years  old.  His 
disease  was  chronic  rheumatism,  culminating  in  congestion 
of  the  lungs.  He  was  buried  in  West  Randolph.  Thus  per- 
ished an  active  life,  a  generous  heart,  a  noble  purpose,  a 
Christian  man. 

The  Lyceum,  so  popular  with  Principal  Conant's  and 
Principal  Healy's  schools,  was  fully  sustained  durmg  Mr. 
Allis'  principalship.  Citizens  participated  in  and  enjoyed 
the  occasions.  The  students  regarded  tt  a  part  of  their 
school  life,  and  prepared  for  it,  in  the  main,  as  for  a  recita- 
tion, or  the  weekly  rhetorical  exercises. 

The  first  Lyceum  of  which  we  have  any  record  was  organ- 
ized on  Dec.  24,  1856.  The  members  were  J.  Brown, 
J.  Pike,  A.M.  Trask,  E.  VV.  Pert.  A.  E.  Baker,  T.  F.  Towne, 
J.  E.  Leonard,  M.  H.  Dorman,  M.  V.  B.  Perley,  C.  M.  Boyd, 
J.  W.  Porter,  J.  6.  Colt,  Geo.  L.  Blanchard»  A.  D.  Pearson, 
W.  T.  McQuestion  and  James  Ingalls. 

Prof.  All  is,  principal  of  the  school  called  the  meeting  to 
order.  Towne  was  voted  president,  pro  tern.  ;  Colt,  secre- 
tary, pro  tem.  Brown,  Blanchard,  Dorman,  committee  to 
draft  constitution  and  by-laws.  Dec.  31.  Blanchard  was 
voted  president,  pro  tem. ;  Colt  secretary,  pro  tem. ;  con- 
stitution and  by-laws  adopted.  The  former  authorized  pri< 
marious,  president,  vice-president,  secretaiy ;  the  latter,  this 
order  of  business:  reading  minutes  of  last  meeting,  declama- 
tions, discussion?,  miscellaneous  business,  reading  of  school- 
paper,  appointment  of  editora,  readers,  and  judges  of  dis- 
cussions as  to  force  of  argument. 
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The  principal  was  pn'marius  and  embodied  all  final  author- 
ity.   Teachers  were  ex-officio  members,  and  lady-students 

at  their  option.  Male  members  signed  constitution  and  by- 
laws and  paid  tlic  bills,  (perhaps  25  cents  per  term.)  Jan. 
7,  1857.  Blanchard  and  Colt  were  voted  again  pro  tcm. 
Constitutional  officers  by  ballot :  Boyd,  president ;  M.  V.  B. 
Perley,  vice-president;  Colt,  secretary.  Boyd  and  Joslin, 
affirmative,  and  Towne  and  Colt,  negative,  discussed  "Is  a 
nation  justified  in  rising  against  its  rulers?"  and  the  judges 
gave  the  better  argument  to  the  affirmative.  Jan.  14.  Brown 
and  Towne,  affirmative,  and  Blanchard  and  Leonard,  nega- 
tive, discussed  "Does  wealth  exert  a  greater  influence  than 
edif cation?"  which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative.  Jan.  28. 
Towne  and  Joslin,  affirmative,  and  A.  D.  Pearson  and  J.  £. 
Pike»  negative :  "Are  railroads  an  advantage  or  disadvant- 
age to  a  country?"    The  affirmative  won. 

SprinjT  term.  1857.  March  II.  Members  :  D.  T.  Ames,  G. 
A.  Ames.  J.  C.  Colt,  J.  W.  Porter,  G.  L.  Blanchard,  S.  P. 
Fowler,  jr.,  C.  M.  Boyd,  A.  D.  Pearson,  G.  E.  joslin,  S.  A. 
Merriam.  N.  T.  Kimball,  M.  V.  B.  Perley.  D.  T.  Ames  was 
voted  president;  S.  P.  Fowler,  jr., vice-president;  G.E. Jos- 
lin. secretary.  Pearson  declaimed.  Kimball  and  Fowler, 
affirmative,  and  Porter  and  Perley,  negative:  "Resolved,  that 
the  mariner's  compass  has  been  more  beneficial  to  man  than 
the  printing  press."  Nej^ative  won.  March  16.  IManchard 
and  Perley  declaimed.  Fowler  and  Boyd,  afrirmative,  and 
Gleason  and  Colt,  negative :  **Is  a  man  the  arbiter  of  his  own 
fortune?"  Affirmative  won.  Misses  Batchelder  and  Perley 
read  "The  Iris,"  A.  D.  Pearson,  editor.  March  23.  Colt  and 
Gleason  declaimed.  Porter  and  Joslin,  affirmative,  and  G. 
A.  Ames  and  Towne,  negative:  "Was  Washington  a  greater 
man  than  Columbus?"  Affirmative  won.  March  30.  Pear- 
son declaimed.  Blanchard  and  D.  T.  Ames,  affirmative,  and 
Merriam  and  Gleason,  negative :  ''Should  non-intervention 
be  the  policy  of  the  U.  S.  ?"  Affirmative  prevailed.  Misses 
Thurston  and  Rogers  read  "The  Iris,"  G.  A.  Ames,  editor. 
April  6.  Perley  and  Joslin  declaimed.  Powlcr  and  Towne, 
affirmative,  and  Kimball  and  Porter,  negative:  "Should  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  be  prohibited  by  law?"  April 
13.    G.  A.  Ames  and  Gleason,  affirmative,  and  PI.  O.  Wiley, 
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negative:  "Is  the  progress  of  the  present  a^c  greater  than 
that  of  past  af;es?"  Affirmative  won.  Misses  E.  F.  and  H. 
M.  Kimball  read  "The  Iris,"  Gleason,  editor.  April  20. 
Kimball  and  Porter,  affirmative,  and  Joslin  and  Towne,  nega- 
tive: "Is  ambition  the  cause  of  more  good  than  evil?" 
Misses  Chamberlain  and  Farrar  read  "The  Iris."  April  27. 
Fowler  and  T.oiif^  declaimed.  Porter  and  Kimball,  affirma- 
tive, and  Gleason  and  D.  T.  Ames,  ne^^ative:  "Is  a  republi- 
can form  of  government  more  .stable  than  a  monarchial  one?" 
Misses  Wells  and  Towne  read  "The  Iris,"  Perley,  editor. 

Winter  term.  1857-8.  Dec.  3.  Members.  J.  W.  Porter, 
D.  F.  Towne,  M.  H.  Dorman,  W.  L.  Putnam,  G.  H.  Peabody, 
A.  F.  Smith,  A.  A.  Fowler.  C.  W.  Peart,  J.  N.  Smith,  S.  T. 
J.  Byam.  L.  W.  Green.  W.  S.  Merrill,  B.  A.  Shute,  P.  S. 
Farnsworth,  J.  A.  Friend,  G.  D.  Richards.  C.  Porter,  J.  R. 
Jackson,  Jos.  Ridgway,  E.  F.  Esty,  H.  Temple,  M.  A.  Kent, 
L.  L.  Robbins,  E.  F.  Creesy,  A.  M.  Merriam,  H.  L.  Long.  J. 
H.  Towne,  S.  Fuller,  J.  C  Bancroft,  D.  G.  Upton,  N.  A.  Pike, 
J.  Swinerton,  W.  H.  Preston,  W.  P.  Hutchinson,  S.  Noyes. 
J.  W.  Porter  was  voted  president,  pro  tern. ;  Dorman,  secre- 
tary, pro  tem. ;  Dorman,  D.  F.  Towne,  W,  L.  Putnam,  a 
committee  on  constitution  and  by-laws.  Dec.  9.  constitution 
and  by-laws  were  adopted.  J.  VV.  Porter  was  voted  presi- 
dent; D.  F,  Towne,  vice-president;  M.  H.  Dorman,  secre- 
tary. Dec.  16.  Dorman  and  Shute  declaimed.  Putnam 
and  Green,  afFu  II l  it? ve,  and  Dorman  and  Noyes,  negative : 
"Is  a  skillful  politician  better  fitted  for  a  president  of  the  U.  S. 
than  a  skillful  general?"  Affirmative  was  victor.  Dec.  23. 
Jackson  and  ].  \V.  Porter  declaimed.  J.  VV.  Porter  and  Farns- 
worth, atnrniative,  and  Ridgway  and  Peabody,  negative:  "Is 
the  fear  of  punishment  a  greater  incentive  to  exertion  than  the 
hope  of  reward  ?"  Valorous,  affirmative  1  Misses  Peabody 
and  A.  P.  Kimball  read  "The  Iris,"  Dorman,  editor.  Dec. 
30.  Town  and  Shute  declaimed.  W.  L.  Putnam  and  Robbins, 
affirmative,  and  Noyes  and  Jackson,  negative :  "Does  the 
constitution  of  these  U.  S.  conflict  with  American  slavery?" 
Valorous,  negative !  Jan.  6.  Farnsworth  and  Dorman  de- 
claimed. S.  Fuller  and  A.  F.  Smith,  affirmative,  and  Dor- 
man and  Ridgway,  negative :  "Is  a  republican  government 
better  to  live  under  than  a  monarchy?"   Negative  won. 
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Jan.  13,  1858.  Friend,  Putnam,  C.  Porter  declaimed.  Pope 
and  Dorman,  affirmative,  and  D.  F.  Towne  and  W.  L.  Put- 
nam, negative:  "Is  novel  reading  deleterious  to  the  public 
mind?"  Jan.  27.  C.  Porter  and  Putnam  declaimed.  Ridg- 
way  and  Dorman,  affirmative,  and  Swinerton  and  VV.  L.  Put- 
nam, negative:  "Is  man  the  arbiter  of  his  own  fortune?" 
Negative  won.  Misses  Woodbury  and  Low  read  '*The  Iris/' 
Pope,  editor.  Feb.  10.  Famsworth,  Green,  J.  W.  Porter, 
Temple,  D  rman  declaimed.  Pope  and  C.  Porter,  aflfirma- 
tive,  and  J.  W.  Porter  and  Temple  negfative:  "Has  science 
accomplished  more  than  physical  strengj^th?"  Affirmative 
won.  Misses  Thurston  and  E.  F.  Kimball  read  "The  Iris," 
D.  F.  Towne,  editor. 
Spring  term.  1858.   Feb.  22.  Members:  D.  F.  Ames,  C. 

A.  Mooar,  Geo.  L.  Blanchard,  L.  L.  Robbins,  H.  Temple,  J. 
Ridgway,  J.  R.  Jackson,  A -bury  Osgood,  Myron  R.  Hutchin- 
son, J.  E.  Leonard.  J.  C.  Lavalettc,  J.  K.  Cole,  N.  D.  Dodge, 

B.  Alward  Shute.  J.  Wright  Perkins,  S.  Noyes,  M.  V.  B.  Per- 
ley.  D.  T.  Ames  was  voted  moderator,  pro  tcm. ;  C.  Fowler, 
secretary,  pro  tcm. ;  and  D.  F.  Towne,  Perley,  C.  Fowler,  a 
committee  on  constitution  and  by-laws.  Blanchard  was 
chosen  editor  of  "The  Iris."  J.  K.  Cole  and  J.  E.  Leonard 
were  chosen  president  and  vice-president  for  one  week. 
March  i.  Constitution  and  by- laws  were  adopted.  C.  Fow- 
ler and  Leonard,  affirmative,  and  N.  D.  Dodge  and  Mooar, 
negative:  "Is  the  pen  mightier  than  the  sword?"  Affirma- 
tive won.  Misses  Kimball  and  Towne  read  "The  Iris,"  Blan- 
chard, editor.  Permanent  officers:  Ridgway,  secretary;  J. 
K.  Cole,  president ;  G.  L.  Blanchard,  vice-president.  March 
8.  Meech  and  Mooar  declaimed.  Blanchard  and  D.  T. 
Ames,  affirmative,  and  C.  Fowler  and  Jackson,  negative; 
"Which  exerts  the  greater  influence  in  the  world,  man  or 
woman  ?"  Affirmative  won.  Misses  Noyes  read  "The  Iris." 
March  15.  Blanchard  and  Lavalette  declaimed.  Leonard 
and  D.  T.  Ames,  affirmative,  and  Dodge  and  Cole,  negative: 
"Are  the  works  of  nature  more  admired  than  the  works  of 
art?"  Affirmative  carried  the  argument.  Misses  Cole  and 
Lamson  read  "The  Iris."  March  22.  Leonard  and  Jackson 
declaimed.  Perley  and  Ridgway,  affirmative,  and  Robbins 
and  A.  H.  Meech,  negative:  "Does  wealth  exert  a  greater 
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influence  than  ediicaticMi ?"  Affirmative  won.  Mis«?es  Gush- 
ing and  Perkins  read  "The  Iris. "  March  29.  Temple  and 
Hutchinson  declaimed.  Noyes  and  Mooar,  affirmative,  and 
Lavaiette  and  Jackson,  negative:  "Has  the  mariner's  com- 
pass been  of  more  benefit  to  man  than  the  printing-press?" 
Nc;:;^ativc  won.  April  5.  J.  W,  Perkins  and  D.  T.  Ames,  af- 
firmative, and  HIanchard  and  ,  negative:  "Are  politi- 
cal parties  beneficial  to  a  State?"  Affirmative  conquered. 
"The  Iris"  was  postponed  and  Henry  G.  Rollins,  oi  Grove- 
kmd,  lectured  on  **The  intelligent  and  enterprising  American." 
April  12.  Perkins  and  Cole  declaimed.  Cole  and  J.  W. 
Porter,  affirmative,  and  Ridgway  and  Leonard,  negative: 
"Was  Wellington  a  greater  man  than  Honnpartc?"  Affirma- 
tive won.  Misses  Adams  and  Ober  read  "The  Iris."  Cole, 
editor. 

(Several  pages  are  here  missing.) 

Fall  term,  1859.  Sept  11.  Members:  Hamilton  Temple, 
Bartlett  H,  Weston.  Goo.  E.  Wea^'cr.  J.  Welch  Porter,  Ed- 
ward B.  Putnam,  J.  W.  Perkins,  Wm.  H.  Dalton.  Porter  was 
voted  president;  Temple,  scribe;  Geo.  T.  Welch,  vice-presi- 
dent. Apj)( Mntments :  Geo.  E.  Warner,  to  declaim ;  Per- 
kins, affirmative,  and  Weston,  negative;  "Should  we  obey  a 
law  which  we  think  to  be  morally  wrong?"  Minnie  L.  Put- 
nam and  Hattie  Dorman,  readers,  and  Welch,  editor.  Sept. 
21.  Warner  declaimed ;  Perkins  and  Weston  discussed,  and 
"judged  in  the  negative."  Oct.  5.  John  W.  Porter  and  E. 
B.  Putnam  declaimed.  Warner,  affirmative,  and  Welch,  neg- 
ative: "Is  the  mind  of  wonian  inferior  to  that  of  man 
Negative  had  the  argument.  Misses  Hattie  Dorman  and 
Minnie  L.  Putnam  reSd  "The  Topsfield  News,"  Welch,  edi- 
tor. Oct.  12.  Misses  Reed  and  Weston  read  "The  News," 
Flint,  editor.  Edward  E.  Putnam  was  tried  for  and  found 
guilty  of  the  murder  of  Sp.irticus.  He  was  sentenced  to  be 
hanged  by  the  arms  till  the  rope  broke  "The  execution  oc- 
cupied just  one  secontl."  Oct.  1 9.  Misses  I'airficld  and 
Eaton  read  "The  News,"  Perkins,  editor.  Perkins,  affirma- 
tive, and  Porter,  negative:  "Is  the  hope  of  reward  a  greater 
incentive  than  the  fear  of  punishment?"  Nov.  2.  Otis  F, 
Dodge»  affirmative,  and  Geo.  E.  Nichols,  negative:  "Re- 
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solved,  that  wealth  exerts  a  greater  influence  than  education?" 
Affirmative  won.  Misses  Howe  and  Fairfield  read  "The 
Laural  Wreath,"  J.  VV.  Perkins,  editor. 

Spring  term,  i860.  Feb.  29.  Constitution  of  1856  was 
adopted.  J.  Adams  was  chosen  president ;  Jos.  P.  Wonson, 
secretary.    March  7.    "An  eloquent  discussion :" — J.  W. 

Perkins,  B.  Weston,  Otis  F,  Dodge,  affirmative,  and  

Gen.  Cole,  J.  P.  Wonson,  negative:  "Resolved,  that  the 

so-called  strikes  now  bein^^  made  by  the  shoemakers  of  sur- 
rounding towns  will  be  a  benefit?"  Otis  F.  Dodge  was 
chosen  president ;  John  W.  Perkins,  vice-president;  Jos.  P. 
Wonson,  secretary. 

Mrs.  Mary  Amanda  Jones,  preceptress,  was  educated  at 
Newbury  Seminary,  Vermont.  She  came  to  this  ^ch-iol  a 
talented  and  finely  educated  teacher.  Her  gentle  manners 
and  kindly  disposition  won  the  respect  of  all,  and  the  love  of 
those  in  her  immediate  care.  She  was  tall,  and  a  lady  of 
commanding  figure,  which,  supplemented  by  her  gentle  man* 
ners,  gave  her  a  presence  remarkably  suggestive  of  Virgil's 
"qua  vice  do  retina."  She  remained  with  the  school  till  the 
close  of  the  year  1858-9. 

Mrs.  Jones  was  born  in  Sutton,  Vt.,  July  5,  1830,  to  Phoebe 
Fletcher  and  Rev.  Elisha  Brown.  She  married,  Oct.  20,  1852, 
Edwin  Alonzo  Jones,  M.  D.,  and  two  years  later  was  left  a 
widow.  For  twelve  years  thereafter  she  was  engaged  in 
teaching  in  public  schools  and  high-grade  seminaries,  at 
Springfield,  Vt.,  Amenia,  N.  Y.,  Topsfield  and  Auburndale, 
Mass. 

After  leaving  Auburndale,  she  married,  in  Berlin,  Vt., 
July  22,  1866,  Rev.  Rodney  Howland  Howard,  D.  D.,  of  the 
N.  £.  Conference,  and  pastor  of  the  M.  £.  Church,  in  Mon- 
son,  Mass.    She  died  in  Franklin,  Mass.,  April  12,  1892. 

Dr.  Howard  married,  second,  Mrs.  Susan  Cheney  Jones, 
widow  of  Loren  Washburn  Jones,  merchant,  West  Somer- 
ville,  and  daughter  of  Adolphus  and  Susan  (Tenney  )  Tcnney, 
undertaker  and  dealer  in  furniture,  W^indsor,  Vt.  Dr.  How- 
ard died  Jan.  3,  1897. 

Lysander  T.  Buibank  was  an  assistant  to  Mr.  AUts  during 
the  summer  term  of  1857. 

Mr.  Burbank  was  born  in  FitzwiUiam,  N.  H.,  Nov.  24, 
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1828,  to  John  and  Hannah  (Lyon)  Burbank.  His  father 
was  a  farmer.  He  j^radiiated  at  Williams  Collepre,  1857,  and 
at  Union  Theological  Seminary,  New  York  City,  i860.  He 
married  Sarah  Susannah  Van  Vlack  of  New  York  City,  and 
in  July  of  the  same  year  he  sailed  from  Boston  under  ap> 
potntment  as  missionaries  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.,  to  Turkey* 
on  the  barque  Sm\'rniotc,  for  Smj'rna,  laden  with  a  carpfo  of 
New  Kiv^land  rum,  and  missionaries  as  passeni^ers,  arriving  at 
Bith's  in  Oct.,  18O0.  They  f;ave  up  their  foreit^n  work  finally 
on  account  of  ill-health,  and  returned  to  America  in  1870. 
The  work  in  Turkey  resulted  in  establishing  several  flourish- 
ing churches  and  schools*  and  in  training  young  men  and 
women  for  teachers  and  preachers,  and  correlative  labor.  He 
says,  "it  was  the  greatest  trial  of  my  life  to  leave  that  blessed 
wnrk."  In  his  preparation  for  the  work  he  attended  a  course 
Ml  medical  lectures  in  New  York  City,  and  also  dispensary  prac- 
tice, receiving  "A  Certificate  of  Honor,"  conferring  the  title 
of  Dr. 

He  became  pastor  of  a  church  in  Herndon,  Va.,  in  1871 ; 

removing  in  1880  to  Georgetown,  Neb.,  to  become  pastor  of 
the  Burr  Oak  Presbyterian  chtirch.    He  was  there  in  1890. 

The)'  ha\e  (189O)  six  children  living.  One  reposes  in 
Bitlis,  dyin*;  Jan..  1864;  another  in  Herndon,  dyinj^  Jul)'* 
1874.  Their  oldest,  Frederic  L.,  is  an  M.  D.,  and  practicing 
in  Hooper,  Neb.,  and  the  oldest  daughter,  Maiy  S.,  married 
David  Montgomery,  a  graduate  of  Hastings  College  and 
engaged  in  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work,  but  hoping  to  go  a  missionary 
to  China. 

Austin  Hazen,  Prof.  Aliis's  assistant,  was  born  in  Hartford, 
Vt.,  Feb.  14,  1835,  to  Rev.  Austin  and  Lucia  (Washburn) 
Hazen.  He  went  with  his  father's  family  to  Berlin,  at  the 
age  of  three  years.  He  fitted  for  college  at  home  and  at  St 
Johnsbury  Academy,  graduating  at  the  University  of  Ver- 
mont, Burlington,  in  1855.  Taught  one  year  in  Barre  Acad- 
emy, and  graduated  at  the  Theological  Seminary,  Andover, 
Mas??.,  in  1859.  Durin^^  his  first  year  at  Andover  he  tau<^ht  the 
spring  term  of  the  Topsheld  Academy.  Mr.  Allis  was  an 
invalid  and  the  work  of  the  principal  came  mostly  upon  Mr. 
Hazen.  After  graduation,  he  preached  at  Norwich,  Vt, 
from  1859  to  1864;  then  at  Jericho  Centre,  Vt,  from  1864 


biymzed  by  Google 


62 


THE  TOPSHELD  ACADEMY. 


to  1884.  He  began  to  preach  also  in  Richmond,  Vt.,  in  1875. 
In  1884,  he  removed  to  Richmond,  where  he  completed  his 
life  work.    He  was  two  years  superintendent  of  schools  in 

Norwich,  and  two  in  Jericho.  His  sickness  was  long^  and 
painful,  and  thoiiL^h  accDmpanied  by  severe  sufferings  caused 
by  repeated  attempts  of  the  surgeons  to  bring  relief,  he 
uttered  no  word  of  complaint.  He  died  May  22,  1895,  while 
on  a  passage  to  Europe,  and  was  buried  at  sea,  in  the  bosom 
of  "old  gray  ocean." 

He  married  Feb.  12,  1862,  Mary  Jane  Carleton,  who  was 
born  in  October,  1840,  to  Mary  Wheeler  and  David  Carle- 
ton,  a  farmer,  of  Barre.  Vt.  She  died  April  18,  1880,  in  Jer- 
icho Centre.  He  married,  2nd,  in  Keeseville,  N.  Y.,  June  i, 
1881,  Almira  Farrington  Elliot,  who  was  born  Feb.  2i,  1838, 
to  Eliza  Hall  and  Ezra  Elliot,  a  farmer,  of  Croydon,  N.  H. 

His  first  wife  was  mother  of  all  his  children,  seven  sons 
and  one  daughter,  Mary  Carleton,  who  was  bom  July  20, 
1875,  and  died  the  next  January.  The  seven  sons  have 
j^raduatcd  in  the  course  in  arts  at  the  University  of  Vermont. 
Four  have  graduated  from  the  Hartford,  Ct.,  Theological 
Seminary  and  are  in  the  Congregational  ministry.  Austin, 
born  Sept.  20,  1863,  who  received  the  seminar)-  fellowship 
for  two  years'  study  in  Germany,  1893  to  1S95;  Carleton, 
born  June  14,  1865 ;  Frank  William,  born  Jan.  7,  1869,  and 
William,  born  Nov.  3,  1870.  Two  arc  physicians.  Allen, 
born  May  12,  1867,  a  graduate  of  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  of  New  York,  and  Robert,  born  Dec  2,  1872, 
a  graduate  in  medicine  at  the  University  of  Vcrnu*nt ;  and 
Tracy,  born  July  4,  1874,  will  complete  his  post-graduate 
studies  in  science,  at  Columbia  College,  1899.  This  is  a  re- 
markable family  in  its  obvious  aspect.  The  father  is  work- 
ing now  in  the  field  ready  for  harvest  with  seven-fold  oppor- 
tunity and  power. 

At  college,  his  scholarship  ranked  with  the  best ;  at  the 
seminary,  he  was  one  of  the  best  Hebraists;  as  a  minister, 
"he  kept  his  science  of  reh'gion  properly  in  the  background, 
but  his  instructions  and  counsels  were  never  inconsistent  with 
the  logical  framework  which  underlay  all  his  thinking;"  as  a 
man,  his  scholarship,  his  utterances,  his  amiableness  and  de- 
meanor were  hardly  noticed  in  their  individuality.   In  this 
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regard  he  was  peculiar;  the  traits  of  his  character  were  most 
happily  blended,  no  one  was  unduly  prominent,  each  seemed 
designed  to  perfect  the  rest;  his  character  was  a  constella- 
tion, like  the  sweet  influence  of  the  Pleiades,  and  cultivated 
friendship,  molded  character,  inculcated  principle,  inspired 
love ;  and  because  the  influence  was  all  unconscious  to  giver 
and  receiver,  it  was  the  more  potent  His  life  though  hum- 
ble was  forceful,  and  though  it  was  circumscribed  in  action, 
it  was  unbounded  in  influence. 

Charles  Morgan  Pierce,  assisted  Mr.  AUis  in  1857-8.  He 
says.  "Mr.  Allis  was  the  principal,  but  owing  to  his  illness  the 
school  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  was  in  my  hands  " 

Mr.  Pierce  was  born  Oct.  18,  1834,  to  Erastus  and  Sophia 
(Morgan)  Pierce,  in  Hinsdale,  Mass.  He  studied  at  Hins- 
dale Academy  and  graduated  at  Williams  College  in  1857.  He 
taught  in  the  Academy  one  year,  1857-8,  and  by  reason  of 
Mr.  Allis'  feeble  health,  sustained  the  burden  of  the  school. 
He  entered  Andover  Seminaiy  with  the  junior  class  of  1858, 
and  remained  two  years,  when  he  was  appointed  instructor 
in  mathematics  and  Latin  at  his  Alma  Mater,  a  position  he 
held  two  years.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Berkshire 
Northern  Association,  Oct.  29,  i860.  He  supplied  the  Con- 
gregational Church  in  Peru  six  months  of  1862.  He  became 
a  resident  student  at  Andover,  Oct.,  iS62,and  became  the 
Stated  supply  of  the  West  Boxford  church,  where  he  was  or- 
dained and  installed  Sept.  2,  1863.  He  was  dismissed  July 
17,  1867,  and  the  next  September  accepted  ^^protempori 
professorship  of  mathematics  in  Williams  College,  which  he 
held  till  April,  i»S68,  supplying  the  while  the  Congregational 
Church  at  South  Williamstown.  He  was  installed  at  Middle- 
field,  Mass.,  July  i,  1868,  and  resigning  on  account  of  ill- 
health,  was  dismissed  July  26,  1881.  He  was  acting  pastor 
at  Charlton,  from  Aug.  20, 1882,  to  Dec.  6, 1885 ;  was  pastor 
at  Hard  wick,  from  Dec.  13,  1^85,  to  April  I,  i890,when  he 
resigned  to  accept  a  pastorate  in  Auburn,  where  he  now 
resides.    He  has  published  two  funeral  discourses,  1864,  1873. 

He  married  in  Salem,  Mass.,  Aug.  12,  1863,  Elizabeth 
Morse  Peabody.  They  have  one  child,  Charles  Peabody, 
bom  Oct  19,  1869,  who  is  now  of  the  class  of  '92  academical 
department,  Yale  University. 
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The  following  pertinent  comment  is  by  Mrs.  Morgan: 
"Charles  H.  Pierce  taught  a  year  or  more,  as  preceptor  for 
Mr.  Allis,  who  was  in  feeble  health.    Mr.  Pierce  won  the 

esteem  of  all  his  pupils  by  his  uniform  kindness  and  patience. 
He  came  as  an  assistant  and  rather  shrank  from  full  charge 
of  the  school,  which  the  Principal's  illness  made  necc>?,ai  v; 
still  his  thorough  knowledge  of  all  the  branches  taught,  and 
easy  manners  and  fluent  speaking,  made  him  a  very  popular 
teacher." 

"An  old  friend  of  education"  wrote  thus  of  the  school  for 

the  Salem  Gazette,  in  1S57:  — 

TopSFlEM^  A(  AHEMV. — The  Semi-Annual  Examination 
of  this  successful  Institution,  was  on  Wednesday,  July  15th. 
The  writer  had  the  pleasure  of  being  present  in  the  afternoon, 
and  was  highly  interested.  The  exercises  commenced  with 
singing  by  the  members  of  the  school,  which  convinced  all 
that  there  was  no  lack  of  musical  talent.  Declamations  were 
then  given  by  J.  H.  Byne,  of  Galveston,  Texas;  M.  V.  B. 
Perley,  of  Ipswich;  and  A.  D.  Pearson,  of  Topsfield;  ail  of 
whom  did  credit  to  themselves  and  the  school. 

The  Orations,  with  the  subjects,  were  as  follows : — The 
Love  of  Liberty,  George  P.  Flint,  North  Reading;  Strug- 
glcs,  Jefferson  K.  Cole,  Boxford  ;  Death,  Clarence  Fowler, 
Danvers ;  Mental  Culture,  Daniel  F.  Ames,  Vershire,  Vt. ; 
Influence  of  Great  Men  on  their  Age.  Henry  G.  Rollins, 
Georj^^ctown.  The  Orations  were  creditable  to  their  writers 
and  the  school.  The  last  one.  by  H.  G.  Rollins,  would  com- 
pare favorably  with  the  best  {)roductions  of  College  gradu- 
ates, and  do  honor  to  many  men  of  high  pretentions.  Next 
came  the  reading  of  the  paper,  published  by  the  school. 
The  Editor,  H.  G.  Rollins,  introduced  Miss  Abbie  Cole,  of 
Topsfield,  and  Miss  Maty  Gushing,  of  Williamstown,  as  the 
readers*  who  interested  those  present,  for  the  space  of  half 
an  hour,  with  rich  gems  of  thought  and  wit,  causing  many  a 
hearty  laugh. 

We  next  listened  to  the  reading  of  essays  by  the  following 
ladies  of  the  graduating  class: — Cornelia  M.  Thurston,  uf 
Vershire,  Vt. ;  Margaret  A.  Hoyt,  Georgetown ;  Charlotte 
A.  Perkins  and  Ellen  F.  Kimball,  of  Topsfield.  The  essays 
were  finely  written  and  very  pleasing.   The  one  by  Miss 
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Kimball,  on  the  Marriage  of  the  Hemispheres,  was  particu- 
lai-!)'  good,  being  written  in  an  easy,  natural  style,  and  well 

read. 

At  the  close  (tf  the  exercises,  nipUtmas  were  presented  to 
those  graduating,  with  appropriate  remarks,  by  the  worthy 
and  able  Principal.  O.  D.  Allis,  A.  M. 

Topsfield  Academy  has  a  fine  location,  and  we  were  happy 
to  find  the  school  in  such  a  flourishing  condition.  Although 
we  were  told  by  the  Principal  that  the  paf;t  term  had  not 
been  so  fully  attended  as  previous  terms,  yet  the  school  was 
in  a  healthy  and  promisin<^  state,  and  as  lon^^  as  its  present 
Board  of  Teachers  remain,  we  have  high  hopes  oi'  its  success. 

**A  friend  to  education*'  chronicled  the  following  of  the 
Academy  in  Nov.,  1858 : — It  was  our  good  fortune,  two  days 
last  week,  to  attend  the  quarterly  examination  of  tiie  Tops- 
field  Academy,  and  it  was  very  pleasant  for  iis  to  witness  the 
appearance  of  success,  which  crowned  the  labor  of  the  teach- 
ers and  students.  The  degree  of  proficiency  e.xhibited  by  the 
classes  in  Greek,  Latin  and  French,  was  highly  creditable, 
but  the  rhetorical  Exercise,  which  was  during  the  afternoon 
of  Wednesday,  was  particularly  interesting.  The  exercise 
consisted  of  Orations  from  a  large  part  of  the  gentiemen, 
and  the  reading;  of  the  T,aurcl  Wreath,  a  literary  ionrnal 
consisting  mostly  of  compositions  from  the  ladies  of  the  In- 
stitution.   The  order  of  the  exercises  was  as  follows: — 

Orations  were  delivered  by  A.  M.  Merriam,  subject,  "Dr. 
Livingstone;"  J.  W.  Perkins,  subject,  ''Objects  of  our  Mis- 
sion;" N.  D.  Dodge,  Jr.,  subject. '  The  Power  of  Knowl- 
edge;" C.  A.  Mooar,  subject,  "Enthusiasm ;"  G.  F.  Flint, 
subject,  "Jephtha's  Daug^hter;"  J.  K.  Cole,  subject,  "The 
Nobility  and  Responsibility  of  the  Teacher's  Vocation;" 
Clarence  Fowler,  subject,  "Reform ;"  M.  V.  B.  Perley,  sub- 
ject, ''Moral  Force  the  only  Instrument  of  Freedom ;"  H.  G. 
Rollins,  subject,  "Young  America/'  Music,  of  a  high  order, 
was  listened  to,  consisting  of  pieces  sung  by  a  select  choir, 
between  the  delivery  of  the  Orations.  After  the  speaking, 
the  "Laurel  Wreath,"  edited  by  Clarence  Fowler,  was  read 
by  the  Editresses.  Miss  Abbie  R.  Cole,  and  Miss  Rebecca 
K.  Bixby.  The  contributions  to  the  paper  displayed  marked 
talent,  and  were  highly  creditable  to  the  ladies.   The  style 
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in  which  the  orations  were  written,  and  delivered,  showed 

that  the  gentlemen  had  talent,  which  mi^ht  be  profitably 
cultivated.  The  one  entitled  "Jephtha's  Daughter,"  was 
spoken  in  such  a  manner,  that  we  could  almost  seem  to  see 
the  Maiden  kneelin<^  before  the  Chief  of  Israel,  to  receive 
her  death-blow ;  and  another  entitled,  *'The  Nobility  and 
Responsibility  of  the  Teacher's  Vocation,"  contained  thoughts 
which  all  teachers  might  well  think  of.  The  oration  of  Mr. 
Perley  displayed  much  **Moral  Force,**  both  in  diction,  and 
delivery,  and  that  of  Mr.  Rollins,  reminded  us  forcibly  that 
'Young  America"  had  honorably  exerted  himself,  in 
thought  and  speech. 

We  rei^ret  to  learn  that  the  highly-esteemed  Principal,  Mr. 
Allis,  and  the  Preceptress,  Miss  Brooks,  an  inestimable 
teacher,  are  called  to  another  field  of  action.  We  under* 
stand  that  Mr.  A.  I.  Dutton,  an  experienced  teacher,  is  to 
take  charge  of  the  Academy,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Allis.  We 
recommend  all  who  take  an  interest  in  institutions  of  the 
kind,  to  patronize  Mr.  Dutton,  who  appears  a  stranger  in 
Topsheid,  and  a  laborer  in  the  noblest  of  all  causes,  the  Im- 
provement of  the  Mind. 

ALBERT  IRA  DUTTON. 

Prof.  A.  I.  Dutton  followed  Principal  AUis.  He  began  with 
the  winter  term  of  1858-9,  and  taught  five  consecutive 
terms.  During  his  first  year  he  had  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-one students,  with  an  avcrac^c  per  term  of  forty-nine. 
Mrs.  Mar}'  A.  Jones  was  his  preceptress  and  Miss  Helen  A. 
Reed,  assistant.  J.  W.  Porter  and  J.  B.  Putnam  were  assist- 
ants the  summer  term  of  1859;  Geo.  F.  Flint  and  Miss  Lu- 
cie R.  Weston  the  fall  term  of  the  same  year.  Prof.  Downes, 
jr.,  gave  instruction  on  the  piano.  Miss  Sarah  D.  McMillan, 
a  graduate  of  Kimball  Union  Academy,  Meriden,  N.  H..  and 
an  experienced  teacher,  succeeded  Mrs.  Jones'  resignation, 
at  the  end  of  the  year  1858-9.  About  i860,  commercial 
colleges  began,  and  local  high  schools,  with  their  attractions 
and  advantages,  more  or  less  real.  Gcc^rpctown  was  able  to 
appropriate  more  for  the  recognized  ability  of  the  Academy 
principal  than  the  earning  capacity  of  the  Academy  could 
offer,  and  he  left  at  the  end  of  the  winter  term  of  that  year. 


Digi 


ALBERT  IRA  DUTTON. 


67 


The  program  of  the  exhibition  at  Union  Hall,  Thursday 
evening.  May  5.  1859.  consisted  of  tableaux,  dialogues,  ora- 
tions, recitations,  an  original  coUoquy  and  music.  The  Latin 
Salutatoiy  (Gratis  Salutoria)  was  pronounced  by  Arthur  M. 
Merriam,  and  the  valcdictor>',  a  poem,  by  M.  B.  V.  Pcrlcy. 
These  orations  were  r;iven  :  iLner^y.  Earnestness  and  Perse- 
verance, by  N.  D.  Dodge,  jr. ;  Foresight,  by  John  W.  Per- 
kins; The  Spirit  of  Freedom,  by  B.  H.  Weston.  The  reci- 
tations: The  Gambler's  Wife,  by  Carrie  E.  Batchelder,  and 
The  Lay  of  the  Madman,  by  J.  B.  Putnam.  There  were  six 
dialogues.  The  colloquy  was  original  and  written  by  the 
Preceptress,  Miss  Helen  A.  Reed. 

This  exhibition  was  among  the  most  attractive  known  in 
the  history  of  the  school.  The  hall  was  crowded ;  the  pre- 
sentations were  most  pleasing;  everybody  was  more  than 
gratified ;  and  immediately  following  the  conclusion,  a  mo* 
tion  came  from  the  audience,  that  the  program  be  repeated 
the  following  evening,  which  was  unanimously  voted. 

Mr.  Dutton  was  born  in  Stowe,  Vt.,  Aug.  5.  1 831,  to  Ira 
and  Emeline  (Dutton)  Dutton,  a  farmer.  He  f^raduated  at 
Middlebury  College,  1858,  and  taught  that  fall  in  Isorth  Troy, 
Vt  His  next  field  was  at  Topsfield,  then  a  year  at  George- 
town. He  studied  a  year  or  more  at  Hartfonl,  Ct,  and  com- 
pletiMl  his  divinity  course  at  Andover,  where  he  graduated, 
1863.  That  year  he  was  ordained  and  installed  pastor  of 
the  CnncTregational  church  at  Shirley,  Mass.  He  remained 
there  si.K  years,  till  1869.  In  the  latter  year  he  was  installed 
at  East  Longmeadow,  Mass.,  where  he  served  till  July,  1885. 
He  then  visited  the  west,  for  his  health,  and  previous  to  Oct 
I,  1885,  preached  in  Marshall,  Minn.  He  began  preaching 
in  Royalton,  Vt,  in  Oct,  1885,  and  in  Sept.,  1886,  was  in- 
stalled pastor.  In  18S7,  he  received  a  carriage  accident  ow- 
ing to  which  hf  was  unable  to  prrnch,  and  Oct.  i,  retired 
from  the  pasu>raie  to  become  superinlciulcnt  of  the  Home  for 
Aged  and  Disabled  Ministers,  at  South  Framingham,  Mass. 
He  was  several  years  a  Trustee  of  Monson  Academy. 

In  1880  he  sustained  a  severe  accident  by  being  run  over 
by  a  loaded  team.  From  this  he  never  fully  recovered.  He 
was  unable,  for  a  long  time,  fully  to  attend  to  the  duties  of 
his  pastorate.    But  for  hve  years  be  remained  with  his  par-- 
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ish,  "accomplishing  some  of  his  best  work  and  bringing  a 
goodly  number  into  the  church."  The  last  accident  unfitted 
him  for  parochial  duties,  and  he  accepted  a  call  to  superin- 
tend the  Minister's  Home.  He  had  been  there  three  years 
when  the  Home  was  discontinued.  Mr.  Dutton,  however, 
continued  to  reside  in  the  plnce,  and  durinj^  the  time  bad 
several  calls  to  pastorates  ;  but  for  want  of  health  felt  obliged 
to  decline  them.  He  was  building  a  residence  for  himself 
and  family  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  last  sickness  was 
only  of  fifty-eight  hours  duration.  He  preached  for  his  son. 
the  Sunday  before,  in  Ashland.  He  passed  away  very  sud- 
denly, in  his  sleep,  of  heart>failure,  a  result  of  la  grippe,  Feb. 
13.  1892. 

Mr.  Dutton's  wife  was  Miss  Helen  Abbv  Reed,  his  assistant 
in  the  school  at  Topsficld,  She  was  born  May  6,  1 838,  to 
Jacob  Whitteinore,  a  lawyer,  and  Ruhannah  iiurbank  (Ten- 
ney)  Reed,  of  Groveland.  Their  marriage  was  at  Groveland. 
Oct.  29,  1863.  Their  children  were  born:  Charles  Henry, 
Jan,  26,  1865  ;  Emily  Helen,  Sept.  29,  1869;  Mary  Almira, 
Oct.  31,  1 87 1,  and  died  aged  one  year,  five  months;  Albert 
Ira,  Sept.  4,  1877.  Charles  is  a  f]jradiiate  of  Amherst  and 
pastor  in  VV'ilton,  N.  H.  Emily  graduated  at  Mt.  Hoiyoke 
College,  took  her  master's  degree  at  Radcliffe  College,  Cam- 
bridge, and  is  instructor  in  Latin  at  Vassar  College. 

Mrs.  Morgan  thus  concludes  a  very  interesting  reminis- 
cen<ie  which  we  have  digested  through  these  pages: — ^"Very 
few  resident  students  studied  in  school,  all  must  attend  devo' 
tional  exercises  in  the  morning,  which  consisted  of  scripture 
readin^:^,  pra\  cr,  and  singing  a  hymn  by  a  select  choir  of  the 
scholars;  then  pupils  went  to  their  various  homes  for  study, 
returning  at  hours  designated;  discipline  required  the  in- 
coming classes  to  be  promptly  at  hand,  when  the  bell  rang 
at  the  close  of  each  recitation. 

Looking  back  to  those  days  we  can  but  exclaim  *What  an 
excellent  corps  of  teachers  taught  in  the  old  academy!' 
Years  have  passed  since  we  saw  them,  but  their  influence  and 
example  are  still  seen  and  felt  in  the  lives  and  labors  of  these 
they  instructed,  now  scattered  thronc^hout  the  world.  The 
years  have  also  changed  the  old  building;  its  halls  still  echo 
the  tread  of  scholars,  but  not  after  the  old  plan.    The  laugh- 
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ter  of  merry  children  and  youth  is  heard  on  the  hill,  but  in 
them  we  see  only  the  forms  and  faces  of  other  dajrs." 

MISS  SARAH  DANA.  MCMILLAN. 

Miss  McMillan  was  Prof.  Dutton's  preceptress,  during  his 
last  term.  She  had  graduated  at  Kimball  Union  Academy, 
Mcridcn,  N.  H.,  and  had  taught  three  years  in  the  Academy 
at  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y.,  and  tliea  ui  the  Pinkerton  Academy, 
Derry,  N.  H.  She  came  to  this  school,  a  lady  of  valuable 
experience,  of  cultured  talents,  and  apt  ability  to  impart  in- 
struction. Her  social  life  and  pleasing  manners  endeared 
her  to  pupils  and  people,  and  after  Mr.  Button  left,  she  re- 
mained, at  the  urgent  request  of  friends,  and  taught,  on  her 
own  account,  during  the  following  summer. 

She  was  the  daughter  of  Hon.  Andrew  and  Emily  (Dana) 
McMillan,  bom  May  12,  1836,  at  Danville,  Vl  Her  mother 
was  a  lineal  descendant  ^of  Gen.  Israel  Putnaml  In  July, 
1865,  she  married  Rev.  E.  G.  Parsons,  pastor  of  the  First, 
now  Central,  Congregational  Chnrch,  of  Derry.  Mr.  Parsons 
was  ten  years  principal  of  Duintner  Academy,  having  his 
election  in  1882.  They  now  reside  m  Derry.  Mrs.  Parsons 
writes:— "My  memories  are  most  pleasant  of  the  genial,  hos- 
pitable people,  who  then  were  active  In  chtirch'  and  tociety, 
and  extended  their  kind  ministrations  to  *the  stranger  within 
the  gate*." 
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THE  ACAD£MY  EDIFICE. 
ITS  LATENT  UFE  AND  MEED  OP  PRAISE. 


_  « 

Thus  far  we  have  followed  the  use  of  the  building,  have 
noted  the  principal  teachers  in  their  order,  and  most  of  the 
assistant  principals,  have  recorded  enough  of  their  lives  to 
show  their  enterprise,  their  moral  force,  their  natural  ability 
and  education,  Uieir  citizenship  and  Christian  worth,-Hud 
it  remains  to  speak  of  the  structure  itself. 

The  property  was  insured  the  years  1828,  1829.  i8  >o.  for 
$1500.  The  years  1831  and  1832  for  $1000.  Jacob  Towne, 
jr.,  was  treasurer,  except  in  1832,  when  R.  A.  Merriam 
served.  The  insurance  was  payable,  in  case  of  loss,  to  Solo- 
mon Wildes,  of  Boston,  mortgagee.  In  1833,  the  insurance 
permitted  the  use  of  the  building  on  Sundays  for  religious 
meetings. 

Solomon  Wildes  and  his  wife,  Ruth  Ji.,  of  Boston,  trans- 
ferred all  their  ric:;ht,  title  and  interest  in  the  property,  June 
iO,  i846,for  the  amount  of  the  first  insurance,$l500, to  Samuel 
Rea,  of  Portsmouth.  These  men  were  landlords.  The  form- 
er was  located  on  Elm  street,  and  the  place  was  long  known 
as  ••Wildes'  Hotel."  Mr.  Wildes*  interest  included  eighty- 
eight  undivided  hundredth  parts;  the  remainini:^  twelve  un- 
divided hundredth  parts,  beU:)nL^ing  to  Susan  Cummings,  of 
Topsfield,  and  Frederick  Feriey  of  Danvers,  were  not  con- 
veyed. 

Samuel  Rea  and  his  wife  Sarah  A.  C,  of  Portsmouth,  sold 
their  interest  in  the  property  for  $800,  by  deed  dated  Oct. 
15,  1846,  to  the  persons  named  in  the  following  schedule: 

A  S.  Pcabody,  ten  shares;  Robert  S.  Perkins,  four;  J. 
r.  Toune,  two;  Mary  Towne,  throe:  Abigail  Perkins,  two; 
Thomas  L.  Lane,  two;  Hannah  i'cikms,  one;  Isaac  N. 
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Averill,  one.   There  were  twenty-five  shares  valued  at  $25 
each,  and  included  the  same  Rea  purchased  of  Wildes. 
To  these  proprietors  Susan  Cummini^  quit-claimed  her 

interest  in  the  property  Nov.  16,  1846.  for  $1.  Frcdcrick 
Pcrlc\- sold  his  interest  to  the  same  parties  Dec.  15,  1840, 
for  $56.  J.  W.  Hcaly  purchased  the  property  of  the  propri- 
etors July  22,  1854,  for  $800.  The  signatures  on  the  deed 
to  Healy  are :  Augustine  5.  Peabody,  Robert  5.  Perkins, 
Mary  J.  Perkins,  Isaac  N.  Averill,  Israel  Rea,  John  G.  Hood, 
Thomas  L.  Lane,  J.  P.  Towne,  R.  C.  Towne,  Mary  Towne, 
2d,  Hannah  Perkin>  and  Helena  Pcaboily.  J.  W.  Healy  and 
his  wife  Jane  C,  of  Gardner,  conveyed  their  interests  Nov. 
23,  1858,  for  $1000,  to  Albert  Ira  Dutton,  who  was  then 
principal  of  the  school. 

From  A.  I.  Dutton  the  title  passed  to  Asahel  Huntington, 
clerk  of  courts,  of  Salem,  and  Jacob  W.  Reed,  attorney-at- 
law,  of  Groveland,  and  April  17,  1865,  they  relinquished 
their  claims — Huntington  for  $l  and  Reed  for  $1050,  to  Jer- 
emiah Haleh  and  Ephraim  P.  Peabody.  Peabody  sold  to 
Balch,  Jan.  17,  1868,  for  $600,  and  Balch  conveyed  the 
propi^rly  to  the  town  of  Topsfield,  March  6,  1868,  for  $1450. 
For  some  time  between  1865  and  8  the  building  was  used  as 
a  dwelling. 

The  town  immediately  converted  the  building  into  a  school- 
house.  The  number  of  scholars  had  increased  beyond  the 
capacity  of  the  modest  structure  on  the  cdmmon,  and  the 
"Topsfield  Academy"  became  the  "Centre  school-house  of 
Topsfield." 

The  mission  of  this  property,  dedicated  so  solemnly  on 

May  7,  1828,  by  the  earnest  devotion  of  the  whole  commu- 
nity, in  the  joyous  anticipation  of  long  life  and  eternal  good  ; 
the  mission  of  able  and  devoted  teachers  in  helpin^f  supply 
the  world  with  cultured  intellects  and  correct  and  stable  prin- 
ciples could  not  die.    Callmiaclnis  of  ancient  time,  wrote:— 

*'Tbe  good  never  die." 

For  several  years  the  town  had  felt  the  imperative  need  of 
ampler  and  better  accommodations  for  her  scholars.  The 

old  worn  floors  and  doors,  the  palsied  windows  and  wood 
stoves,  afforded  no  security  for  health  and  gave  no  promise 
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for  confort  to  the  acholafs,  and  the  furniture  and  appoint- 
ments were  inadequate  to  the  needs.  In  the  summer  of 
1889,  all  was  ehai^gcd;  the  old  institution  as  a  member  of 

America's  iiniqiie  and  grand  common  school  system,  took  a 
new  lease  of  life.  The  front  of  the  building  was  changed 
from  the  south  to  the  west;  the  old  ante-rooms  and  stair- 
ways were  removed ;  and  the  entire  building  as  it  formerly 
stood  made  Into  four  school-rooms,  ample  for  forty  or  fif^ 
students  each.  Each  room  has  a  cherry-wood  floor,  has  for 
teacher  and  scholars  desks  of  beautiful  Michigan  wood,  has 
large,  fine  wall-slates,  and  has  an  even  hot  water  heat  radiat- 
ing from  the  window  sides  of  the  rooms.  The  front,  now 
upon  the  west,  is  a  portico,  39  feet  wide  and  projecting  from 
the  main  building  14  feet  Beneath  it  is  the  heater;  within 
it  are  four  ante-rooms  and  the  broad  stairways.  It  is  entered 
from  the  south,  the  north,  and  in  front  The  ventilation  of 
the  room?  complete.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise 
of  this  amended  structure.  No  town  of  equal  wealth  in  the 
county  can  boast  or  be  proud  of  a  better  one.  It  may  have 
cost  much,  but  it  is  the  equivalent  of  the  cost,  and  win  con- 
tinue modern  and  adequate  in  all  respects,  a  )oy  and  comfort 
to  the  student,  a  conservator  of  health  and  learning,  and  the 
just  pride  of  cvcr\"  patriotic  citizen,  for  fifteen  or  twenty 
years,  without  additional  cost.  The  building  committee 
were :  S.  D.  Hood,  J.  B.  Poor,  B.  P.  Edwards,  D.  Bradstreet 
and  B.  P.  Pike. 

The  individuality  of  the  Academy  dissolved,  in  i860,  at 
,  the  age  of  thirty-two  years.  She  had  survived  her  sisters, 
except  the  female  Academies  at  Ipswich  and  Andover— not 
a  survival  of  the  fittest  that  we  know  of,  but  she  was  among 
the  last  survivors  of  a  peerage,  whose  demise  any  community 
may  rightly,  truly  mourn. 

That  she  had  several  attacks  of  "innocuous  desuetude"  is 
no  derogation  from  her  fair  fame  or  noble  worth.  As  weU 
question  the  grace  and  force  of  Christianity,  because  there 
were  the  Dark  Ages;  or  great  Homer's  place  among  poets, 
because 

«*•  •  •  Homer's  self  sometimes,  they  S^, 
Took  to  his  ni|^bt-cap  on  the  way.*' 
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This  institution  is  to  be  judged  by  what  she  was  and  what 

she  did. 

Her  principal  teachers  were  nineteen  in  number — seven- 
teen gentlemen  and  two  ladies.  Of  the  men,  seven  graduated 
at  Dartmouth*  three  at  Middlebury,  one  at  Bowdoin,  one  at 
Harvard,  one  at  University  of  Vermont  while  four  were  not 
college  graduates.  Of  the  latter,  one  at  the  age  of  ten  years 
was  reading  Greek  in  Dtimmcr  Academy,  and  in  due  time 
received  from  Bowdoin,  unasked,  the  master's  degree  in  re- 
cognition of  his  classical  attainments  and  proficiency  as  a 
professional  teacher;  another  has  given  a  long  life  of  service 
to  school  and  church;  a  third  with  his  learned  consort 
served  twenty-nine  years  in  the  school-room  and  after  her 
decease  rounded  out  for  himself  a  period  of  forty-five  years 
of  school  work ;  the  other  bravely  fought  disease  and  labored 
in  school  and  church  till  forty-two  years  of  age. 

Marble  and  Kent  died  at  the  ages  of  thirty-three  and 
thirty-six  years  respectively,  just  entering  upon  their  sphere 
of  robust,  aggressive,  brilliant  manhood.  Of  the  remaining 
fourteen,  eleven  sealed  the  books  of  life  at  the  average  age 
of  seventy-one,  and  three  at  the  average  age  of  seventy-two 
years  are  living.  Long  since  one  of  the  ladies  passed  over 
to  the  great  majority,  and  one  remains.  Of  the  assistant 
principals  and  preceptresses  we  have  sketched  only  seven — 
men  and  women  bred  at  college  and  seminary. 

Mark  this  cluster  of  stars  that  shed  its  salutary  influence 
upon  this  Academy  like  the  sweet  influence  of  the  Pleiades, 
every  Pleiad  like  the  facet  of  some  rare  gem,  attractive  by  its 
own  color,  and  brilliancy  and  beauty.  Not  that  Gods  eter- 
nity of  space  does  not  abound  in  clustered  sweetness  and 
activity:  we  are  speaking  of  our  own— men  and  women  of 
cultivated  talents,  of  aspiring  genius,  of  exalted  character,  of 
great  industry  and  lofty  purpose.  The  achievements  of  their 
lives,  their  extended  fame,  and  titled  names  prove  our  char- 
acterizations true  and  just.  Here  they  gave  the  strength  of 
their  young  maturity,  here  budded  the  promise  of  their  ster- 
ling manhood,  a  noble  ambition  inspired  their  toil,  fidelity 
crowned  it  with  success  and,  though  their  terms  of  service 
were  comparatively  short,  their  names  are  remembered  by 
citizen  and  pupil  alike  with  praise.  Their  individuality  left 
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its  impress  upon  the  community  like  the  image  and  super- 
scription  ol  a  coin,  or  as  the  signet  of  a  kingr. 

The  course  of  study — now  antiquated — was  arranged,  as 
we  have  said,  for  moral  culture,  mental  discipline  and  practi- 
cal life.    TheiLin,  is  all  of  it.    The  mental  and  moral  facul- 
ties should  be  educated  together.    Eliminate  them  if  you 
please,  but  to  the  extent  of  the  elimination,  the  growth  is 
unnatural.    It  is  easier  to  err  in  matters  moral  than  mental ; 
the  error  in  most  instances  is  more  elusive,  and  the  result  is 
a  thousand  times  more  fatal.    In  the  Academy*^;  classical 
course,  the  Greek  Testament  had  a  place  of  influence,  and 
the  English  course  had  its  Watts  on  the  Mind,  its  Christian 
I'vidcnces  and  Moral  Science.    Mr.  Vosc  called  his  school 
together  Sunday  morninj^s  for  religious  instruction.  Mora! 
culture  was  a  part  of  the  learning  of  those  days;  our  times 
are  certainly  not  imitators,  nor  on  that  account  more  ex- 
cellent. 

The  mental  discipline  of  the  Academy  was  fundamental ; 
it  taught  the  .scholar  to  think  consecutively,  patiently,  criti- 
cally; it  taught  him  research — to  follow  scqttcnces  and  de- 
duce conclusions;  it  Inir'ht  him  self-reliance  in  matters  of 
judt^mcnt  and  descrction — a  desideratum  in  the  citizcnshij-) 
of  a  republic — and  fitted  him — yes,  to  follow,  but  more 
especially — to  lead,  and  also  taught  that  patient  labor  is  the 
best  of  life  and  garners  best  results.  The  idea  of  the  plan 
was,  that  the  fewest  studies  adequate  to  the  end  were  best 
suited  to  the  inexperienced  mind  of  youtli  ;  nd  it  is  a  serious 
question  with  us,  if  the  professions,  scholarship  and  current 
life  wotdd  not  be  better  served  by  the  old  regime  than  by  the 
brimminc;  curriculum  of  the  present  time. 

Old  academic  life  had  its  .social,  moral  and  literary  atmos- 
phere, the  principal  his  magnetism,  the  scholar  his  ideality. 
These  influences  were  peculiar  to  the  old  academies  and  col- 
leges, and  may  be  emphasized  here,  since  we  know  so  well 
the  impressive  character  of  the  preceptors,  and  have  thereto 
the  testimony  of  their  pupils.  Indeed  we  are  here  today  in 
abeyance  of  their  regal  behest.  These  influences  are  very, 
very  scldnm,  if  ever,  found  in  the  public  schools;  lhc>- are, 
however,  among  the  most  important  in  producing  excellence 
in  scholarship  and  character.    A  learned  divine  and  academy 
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trustee,  in  gpcnTrin:^  of  the  personal  character  of  the  Academy 
principal,  said  : — "This  influence  in  many  cases  was  even  more 
than  scholarship,  as  it  had  more  to  do  in  the  building  up  of 
strong,  harmonious,  and  well  developed  manhood."  How 
valuable  then,  h  the  combined  influence  of  magnetism,  ideal- 
ity and  atmosphere  t 

Nearly  800  names  of  students  of  this  Academy  are  re- 
corded. Ten  principals  issued  no  catalogue.  The  number  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen  whn  studied  here  is  safely  cstimnted  at 
1200.  A  large  proportion  of  them  taui^ht  while  students, 
and  thus  the  individuality  of  the  Academy  began  to  expand. 
Some  continued  the  teacher's  profession,  some  became  in- 
telligent and  progressive  farmers,  some  entered  business,  in* 
spiring  enterprise  and  correcting  methods,  others  became 
skillful  mechanics,  and  many  studied  in  higher  schools  and 
entered  the  professions.  The  old  institution  is  living  today 
in  the  deeds  of  her  children ;  the  leaven  of  her  polemy  is 
working  through  a  thousand  agencies,  building,  molding, 
guiding,  sustaining.  In  biological  language,  she  is  in  happy 
correspondence  with  her  environment,  and  her  life  and  work 
are  everlasting  as  her  environment. 

Cried  an  ancient  plr'ln  ^opher ! — "Give  mc  where  to  stand 
and  with  my  lever  1  will  move  the  world."  A  problem  in 
Prof.  Greenleaf's  National  Arithmetic,  by  way  of  illustrating 
a  principle,  calculated  the  billions  upon  billions  of  miles 
from  a  given  fulcrum  he  must  stand,  and  the  next  problem 
calculated  the  billions  of  years  he  must  live,  to  move  the 
earth  one  inch. 

Cried  an  ancient  philosopher: — "Give  me  where  to  stand 
and  I  will  move  the  world,"  and  Topsfield  Academy,  by  her 
life  that  was  and  her  life  that  is,  exclaims :  "Stand  where 
thou  art,  and  thou  shalt  indeed  move  the  world,  by  thy  dili- 
gence and  perseverance,  by  th>'  integrity  and  ability,  by  thy 
learning  and  culture,  by  thy  sobriety  and  character — thy 
manhood,  by  th>  citizen  service  and  business  enterprise,  thy 
philanthropy  and  devotion  to  thy  God. — ^Hail  i  blessed  poten- 
cy, hail  I 
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TEACHERS  AM)  STUDENTS, 
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ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME. 
JEFFERSON  K.  COLE,  OF  PEABODY,  MASS. 


Ladies  axd  Gi:x  i  i.kmkx  : — Before  I  bcc^in  my  address  I 
would  like  to  road  you  a  letter  written  by  Professor  George 
W.  Athcrton,  President  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  College. 

TiiE  Pennsylvania  State  College, 

* 

President's  Office. 

6Vrt/t'  Colii\<^c,  Centre  Co.,  Pa. 
Mr.  George  V\  Dow,  21,  i8gy. 

Topsfield,  Mass. 

My  dear  sir: — I  very  much  regret  to  be  compelled  to  give 

up  my  engagement  to  meet  the  old  Academy  students  next 
month.*  At  the  time  I  wrote  you  last  I  had  not  the  sliL^ht- 
cst  idea  that  anythmi^  coiiUI  intervene  to  prevent  me  from 
bcin^  with  \'()U  ;  but  I  find  myself  oblij^ed  to  go  to  Europe, 
and  shall  therefore  be  out  of  the  country  when  the  Reunion 
is  held. 

•Professor  AthertoD  bad  accepted  an  invitatioii  to  deliver  an  address 
at  this  time. 
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The  disappointment  is  a  very  great  one  to  me,  as  I  had 
anticipated  a  renewal  of  associations  which  have  been  among 
the  most  delightful  of  my  life.  My  attendance  at  the  Acad- 
emy was  tlic  f\r>>i  step  in  my  effort  to  secure  a  college  edu- 
cation, and,  while  the  associations  then  formed  have  been 
broken  by  long  separation,  it  would  be  an  inexpressible  sat- 
isfaction to  take  again  by  the  hand  those  with  whom  I  spent 
so  many  delightful  hours.  To  the  few  who  will  remember 
me  I  wish  you  would  con\  ey  my  greetings,  and  to  all  my 
sincere  regrets. 

Thanking  you  very  much  for  your  courtesy  in  the  matter, 
I  am 

Faithfully  yours, 

Geo.  W.  Atherton. 

And  because  of  Mr.  Atherton's  inability  to  be  here,  and 
the  change  necessary  in  the  program,  I  stand  before  you  at 
this  time  to  bid  you  welcome.  So,  classmates,  schoolmates, 
former  teachers  and  pupils,  as  I  look  into  your  faces  this 
afternoon,  changed  though  they  are  by  the  years  that  have 
passed,  I  see,  I  think,  in  each  one,  a  reflection  of  that  which 
is  in  m}'  own  heart,  and  I  will  say,  as  so  many  said  this 
morning,  "I  am  glad  to  be  here  today."  T  am  glad  to  be  in 
Topsficld  on  this  most  interesting  and  auspicious  occasion. 

We  may  congratulate  ourselves,  my  friends,  on  the  beau- 
tiful day  that  Providence  has  given  us  for  this  gathering; 
and  as  we  have  come  together,  as  we  have  shaken  the  hands 
of  those  who  were  our  schoolmates  so  many  years  ago,  and 
have  renewed  those  early  acquaintances,  real  joy  has  come 
into  our  hearts,  and  T  feel  that  it  is  a  gathering  of  which 
everyone  present  is  glad  to  be  a  part. 

It  is  my  duty,  as  well  as  my  privilege,  to  extend  to  you, 
as  members  of  the  Academy,  the  welcome  of  those  whose 
interest  and  labors  of  love  have  made  this  coming  together 
a  reality.  In  behalf  of  Mr.  George  Francis  Dow,  to  whom 
perhaps  we  are  most  indebted  for  this  pleasant  occasion,  I 
extend  to  you  a  most  hearty  and  cordial  welcome. 

Associated  with  him  are  the  later  students  of  the  Academy, 
and  the  Historical  society  of  the  town,  and  in  their  behalf  I 
extend  to  you  a  most  cordial  welcome. 
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And  the  good  old  town,  T  do  not  know  that  wc  have  a 
special  or  official  representative  of  the  town  present,  but  I 
am  sure  that  we  have  from  the  citizens,  many  of  whom  we 
remember  with  great  pleasure,  a  most  hearty  welcome. 

We  are  changed,  but  as  I  now  look  into  your  facesi  and 
as  I  have,  during  the  morning,  met  one  and  another  of  my 
old  school  fellows,  after  close  scrutiny,  and  a  long  grasp  of 
the  hand,  T  have  been  able  to  say  "Yes,  I  can  see  the  old 
familiar  eyes,  and  hear  something  of  the  younger  tone  of  the 
voice/'  and  so  our  hearts  spring  forth  to  one  another,  and  we 
grasp  the  hand  again  and  say  "Yes,  we  were  here  together 
forty  years  ago forty  and  more  years,  some  of  us  can  say, 
and  still  we  feel  young  today. 

But  the  hands  of  time  have  been  busy.  We  have  changed, 
and  the  old  Academy  is  changed.  We  should  alt  be  <T|a(l 
if  we  could  go  up  yonder  hill  and  in  at  the  door  of  the  Acad 
emy  and  sec  things  as  they  were  then,  but  the  building  has 
been  changed— changed  to  be  younger  and  more  modem,  as 
is  fitting  and  to  be  expected,  in  a  community  like  this. 

But  some  will  say,  "Topsfield  Academy  I  Why,  Topsficld 
Academy  is  dead  I  It  died  yenr^  ;v_y)  !"  Oh  no  !  Topsfield 
Academy  still  lives!  Not  only  in  the  hearts  of  those  before 
me,  but  it  lives  in  our  lives — in  the  lives  of  every  one  who 
hears  me  this  afternoon.  It  lives  in  our  memory  of  those 
whom  we  knew  in  those  3rears,  and  who  have  gone  on  before, 
and  whom  we  expect  to  meet  sometime  on  the  other  shore. 

One  of  the  reverend  gentlemen  who  sit  behind  me.  said 
to  -day  that  he  has  never  seen  the  name  of  a  Topsficld  Acad- 
emy student  in  the  Police  Gazette  or  a  Rogues'  Galler)\ 
(He  may,  later  on,  tell  you  how  he  knows  so  much  about 
the  Rogues'  Gallery.)  But  I  presume  he  is  right  when  he 
says  that  those  who  were  educated  in  Topsfield,  and  took  in 
the  inspiration  of  these  beautiful  hills,  and  carried  out  the 
instructions  p^ivcn  us  by  our  kind  and  thou<^htful  teachers, 
have  never  been  heard  of  in  the  Felice  Gazette  or  Rogues' 
Gallery. 

To  Topsfield  Academy  and  its  instructors  we  all  look 
back  to-day  with  pleasure  and  gratitude,  for  what  we  hefe 
gained  in  our  efforts  to  acquire  a  higher  education. 

Andi  to  the  old  Academy,  the  communities  about  here 
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from  which  we  came  owe  a  debt  which,  perhaps,  some  might 
say,  can  never  be  repaid,  but  which  we  may,  I  think,  better 
say,  has  been,  and  is  being,  paid  in  the  lives  of  the  many 
who  went  out  from  the  Academy  so  well  equipped  for  emi- 
nent usefulness. 

And  the  founders  of  the  Academy, — let  us  not  forget 
them,  but  bear  in  mind  how  richly  we  have  entered  into  their 
labors,  and  how  great  is  our  obligation  to  them  for  their 
zeal,  their  unselfishness  and  their  liberality. 

And  the  good  old  town,  which  in  so  many  ways  and  for 
so  many  years  did  so  much  to  maintain  the  Academy !  It 
is  a  source  of  great  honor  to  this  people  that  here,  when 
pubh'c  schools  of  a  high  grade  were  lacking,  such  an  insti- 
tution as  this  held  so  high  and  so  large  a  place  in  their 
hearts.  The  fact  is  indisputable  testimony  to  the  character 
and  worth  of  the  good  citizens  of  Topsficld.  And  the  good 
cheer,  the  hearty  welcome,  the  ample  preparations  which 
meet  us  on  every  hand  here  to-day  are  but  added  testimony 
in  the  same  direction,  and  are  proof  to  us  that  in  all  these 
years  the  character  of  this  people  has  not  changed,  except 
it  be  for  the  better. 

So  in  many  wa\'s,  in  many  hearts,  in  many  lives,  the  old 
times  are  renewed,  and  we  who  are  here  to-day  rejoice  that 
a  kind  Providence  has  spared  us  to  meet  once  more,  living 
witnesses  to  the  fact  that  Topsfield  Academy  still  lives. 
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BY  JOHN  WRIGHT  PERKINS,  OF  SALEM,  MASS. 


I  am  f  orceably  reminded  by  my  position  here  to^ay,  of  an 
incident  which  happened  nearly  forty  years  ago.  Its  story 
has  hetn  often  repeated  and  is  doubtless  familiar  to  many 

of  you.  But  when  new  the  incident  was  this : — The  late 
Rufus  Ciioatc  had  been  engaged  to  j^ivc  the  Oration  at  the 
commencement  exercises  of  Dartmouth  College,  his  Alma 
Mater.  Failing  health  had  obliged  him  to  withdraw  from 
the  engagement  and  Dr.  Holmes  had  been  secured  to  speak 
in  his  place.  On  the  Doctor's  way  up  to  Hanover  the  ques- 
tion  was  asked: — "Who  is  to  fill  Mr.  Choate's  place  on  the 
program?"  To  which  the  Doctor  at  once  replied: — "No- 
body is  gouiL;  to        it,  /  am  going  uj)  to  l  aulc  round  ///  it." 

Sharing  wiUi  you  in  the  general  disappointment  and  re- 
gret, occasioned  by  the  necessary  absence  of  the  distin- 
guished gentleman,  who  was  put  down  as  the  Orator  for  this 
occasion,  I  have  at  the  eleventh  hour  engaged  to  stand 
here  and  "rattle  round  in  his  place." 

In  the  twenty  minutes  to  which  this  part  of  the  program 
has  been  wisely  limited,  it  would  not,  of  course,  be  possible, 
to  treat  any  subject  exhaustively,  but  it  will  be  necessary  to 
adopt  a  somewhat  touch  and  go  style,  in  the  way  of  sugges- 
tion, rather  than  of  completeness. 

Having  in  mind,  that  we  were  to  meet  as  the  representa- 
tives of  an  educational  institution,  drawn  together  by  consid- 
erations chiefly  personal  and  local  in  their  nature,  it  has 
seemed  to  me  not  inappropriate  to  take  as  my  Lhcnie : — The 

Personal  and  the  Local  Element  in  Education.  It  is  possible 
for  words  of  most  important  meaning  to  loose  something  of 
their  definiteness,  by  the  veiy  commonness  and  extent  of 
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their  use.  They  seem  to  shade  off  into  varied  significations, 
modified  by  the  personalities  of  the  many  who  use  them. 
Thus,  Rcli<^ion,  Politics,  Education,  stand  for  most  impor- 
tant principles,  and  yet  we  know  that  each  of  these  w  ords 
may  awaken  different  conceptions,  in  the  minds  of  people  of 
the  same  communily.  Hence,  in  speaking  of  such  topics, 
it  is  well  in  the  beginning,  to  make  a  statement  of  what  the 
subject  treated  means  in  the  mind  of  the  speaker.  Particu- 
larly is  this  true  of  Education,  since,  as  we  shall  see,  the 
word  has  two  well-defined  meanings. 

Sonic  months  n^o,  I  was  requested  to  write  an  article  of 
not  more  than  four  hundred  words  upon  this  subject: 
"What  constitutes  a  good  education  and  how  to  obtain  it." 
I  respectfully  declined,  giving  as  my  excuse,  that  I  did  not 
have  sufficient  time  to  cover  so  large  a  subject  in  so  few 
words.   I  added,  however,  that  for  a  brief  and  comprehen- 
sive answer  to  the  questions  proposed,  I  knew  of  nothing 
better  than  six  words  from  the  Old  Trstnment: — "Fear  God 
and  keep   his  commandments,"  bearing  in  mind  that  fear, 
here  means  profound  reverance,  and  that  the  commands  of 
God  have  been  written  not  only  in  a  book,  but  ail  over  the 
face  of  nature,  and  stamped  upon  the  individual  conscience 
of  every  rational  being.   You  will  remember  that  in  the 
context  from  which  these  six  words  are  taken,  they  are  fol- 
lowed  by  the  statement,  "For  this  is  the  whole  duty  of  man." 
But  the  word  duty  is  in  italic,  indicating  that  it  is  not  in  the 
original,  so  that  the  Hebrew  text  is  even  stronger  and  more 
suggestive,  with  the  meaning,  "For  this  is  the  whole  of  m  lh." 
Education  in  its  enlarged  sense  has  to  do  with  the  whole 
man. 

Since  giving  that  answer,  I  have  heard  a  definition  given  by 
two  college  professors,  from  widely  distant  colleges,  and  each 
defined  education  in  the  words  used  by  the  other,  namely, 
"fullness  of  life,"  which  is  much  the  same  in  substance  as  the 

one  sutrfxested  above.  But  this  word  in  its  strictly  technical 
and  scientific  sense  is  more  restricted  in  its  mcaninfi,  and  de- 
notes only  that  culture  which  is  the  product  of  a  human  mind, 
working  upon  and  directing  the  mind  of  another,  i  iic  larger 
definition  given  above  reminds  us  of  the  words  of  him,  whom, 
whatever  else  we  may  think  of  him,  we  must  regard  as  the 
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greatest  and  most  influential  of  teachers  in  which  he  pro- 
claimed the  object  of  his  mission  in  the  declaration,  "I  am 
come  that  they  mi^ht  have  life  and  that  they  might  have  it 
more  abtindantly."  l^ut  alon^  side  of  this  declaration  it  is 
well  to  place  his  other  saying,  "Is  not  the  life  more  than  meat 
and  the  body  than  raiment?"  and  also  his  statetnent,  "He  that 
would  save  his  life  must  lose  it"  In  these  three  sayings  of 
the  founder  of  Christianity,  we  have  the  foundation  of  a  large 
part  of  the  Philosophy  of  Education.  We  have  its  aim,  an 
abundant  life,  the  sutjcjested  meaning  of  hfc  as  somethin^^ 
raised  above  mere  material  well  being,  and  the  further  truth 
that  the  largest  expansion  of  life  must  come  through  previ- 
ous suppression  and  self  denial. 

In  the  old  Assembly's  Catechism,  in  which  our  fathers  were 
instructed  and  some  of  us  began  to  be  instructed,  the  first 
question  and  answer,  yoii  will  recall,  ha<5  to  do  with  the  "chief 
end  of  man."  As  it  is  therein  defined,  it  is  not  ea«;y  to  see 
how  either  part  of  the  answer  could  be  realized  short  of  the 
fullest  development  of  all  our  powers  and  capabilities.  For 
a  time,  it  was  a  question  of  hot  discussion  and  patient  investi- 
gation among  men  of  science,  whether  in  the  physical  world, 
there  was  to  be  found  convincinj^  evidence  of  the  spontane- 
ous (vrif^in  of  life.  Hut  after  much  trial  the  confession  came, 
"\Vc  i<novv  nothing  of  the  origin  of  life  save  as  it  is  found  in 
preexislant  life."  So  of  by  far  the  greater  part  of  our  intel- 
lectual, our  moral  and  our  spiritual  life,  the  part  which  is  the 
product  of  education  in  its  scientific  sense,  we  have  to  say,  it 
is  wholly  dependant  upon  preexistant  life  of  a  similar  kind. 

Whether  the  man  has  been  trained  in  the  schools,  or  is  a 
so-called  "self  made  man" — an  im{)ossiblc  product,  by  tiie 
way,  in  civilized  society — in  the  last  analysis  he  will  be  found 
mainly  indebted  to  the  spoken  or  written  word,  or  to  the  un- 
spoken or  unwritten  personal  influence  of  other  men. 

So  {^reat  is  the  undesigned  and  unconscious  effect  of  social 
relationship,  that  it  has  always  formed  a  great  factor  in  the 
advantac^cs  of  ottr  schools,  particularly  where,  as  in  academy 
and  collei^'c,  the  student^  see  much  of  one  another  outside  of 
the  hours  set  for  study  and  rcotation.  Edward  Everett  Hale, 
speaking  of  the  influences  which  had  contributed  to  his  edu- 
cation, sayst  for  the  good  he  received  in  college,  he  was  more 
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indebted  to  the  fellows,  than  to  the  faculty.  If  any  one  thinks 
that  Dr.  Hale  does  not  mean  to  be  taken  quite  seriously  in 
this  assertion,  it  must  at  least  be  acknowledged  as  strong  tes* 
timony.  from  a  h\<^h  authority,  to  the  advantage  obtained  from 

the  niulu.il  intercourse  ot  student  life. 

A  sinmilar  sentiment  was  expressed  in  a  letter  I  once  re- 
ceived from  a  gentleman  in  a  distant  city,  concerning  his  son 
who  was  under  my  instruction.    He  said  he  wished  his  boy 

to  l;o  to  college,  preferably  to  one  which  had  a  widely  dis- 
tributed patronage,  that  he  might  make  the  acquaintance  of 
cultivated  men,  representing  different  and  distant  types  of 
American  socicl\*. 

But  the  pcrbunal  clement,  great  as  its  province  is,  can  not 
claim  the  entire  realm  of  education  for  its  own,  when  we  use 
the  word  education,  in  its  most  comprehensive  sense.  Then 
the  word  stands  for  a  result,  which  is  the  product  of  all  the 
influences  that  combined  to  increa«ie  one's  power,  elevate  his 
taste,  or  jiurify  his  character,  and  anions;  these,  the  element 
ul  locality,  with  all  it  implies,  must  take  a  very  high  rank.  In 
savage  life  this  comes  to  be  strikingly  noticeable.  Literature 
and  tradition  are  fruitful  in  anecdote  of  habits  of  minute  ob- 
servation, of  mental  alertness,  and  power  of  quick  ada|)tation 
to  sudden  emergencies,  among  uncivilized  men,  which  seems 
to  us  preternatural,  not  to  say,  supernatural. 

In  literarv  j)ro(iuction>.  of  the  highest  order,  the  most  im- 
pressive passages  are  olten  ihuse  which  reveal  the  power  ex- 
ercised Upon  the  author  by  local  scenery  and  homely  inci- 
dent. Prophet  and  Psalmist  are  replete  with  imagery  of  the 
open  country  life  with  which  they  must  have  lived  on  terms 
of  friendly  intimacy.  When  we  read  Momer  and  other  an- 
cient poets,  Greek  and  Latin,  we  are  ee)nstantly  finding  de- 
lightful evidence  of  strength,  wisdom,  and  refined  simplicity 
of  taste  drawn  from  the  same  unfailing  source.  Especially 
can  no  one  read  Homer  without  being  impressed  with  the 
evidence,  that  he  was  influenced  by  proximity  to  the  ocean. 
One  of  his  many  descriptive  epithets  is  so  expressive  and  so 
resonant,  that  from  it  Dr.  Holmes  coins  a  word,  when  he 
speaks  of  the  "poluj)hloesboean  >c;\."  This,  in  plainer  T-'til;- 
lish,  means  tlie  sea  of  many  vuices.    Can  any  one  doubl,  that 

the  man  who  thus  habitually  expresses  himself,  had  often 
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walked  by  the  shore  of  the  soundings  sea,  and  had  taken  into 
his  soul  both  the  awakening,  and  the  subduing  effect  of  the 
thunderous  reverberation*,  and  the  lisping,  tinkling  melody  of 

its  music. 

Amonrr  poets  of  our  own  tongue,  Burns,  Whiltier,  Long- 
fellow, and  Lowell,  represent — two  of  them — an  education 
independent  of  the  schools,  the  other  two,  the  highest  educa- 
tion to  be  obtained  by  almost  every  appliance  of  culture. 
Yet  all  are  alike  in  this,  that  those  things  in  their  works  that 
charm  us  most,  could  not  have  been  produced,  had  not  the 
authors  been  brought  face  to  face  with  Nature  at  first  hand. 

Whenever  I  hear — as  I  frequently  do — children  whose  life 
is  mostly  confined  in  cities,  reading  or  reciting  gems  of  prose 
or  poetry  descriptive  of  country  life  or  incident,  there  always 
stirs  within  me.  a  feeling  of  pity  for  their  hopeless  inability  to 
appreciate  the  spirit  of  the  words  they  utter.  At  such  times, 
I  think  how  much  there  is  tliat  calls  for  unspeakable  grati- 
tude, in  the  lot  of  one  in  whose  early  life,  field  and  meadow, 
pasture  and  woodland,  winding  streams  and  sequestered 
paths,  animate  life  both  wild  and  domestic,  were  the  objects 
of  daily  observation. 

I  still  walk  occasionally  over  the  same  road  and  pasture 
paths  that  were  my  daily  route  between  this  school  and  the 
home  of  my  boyhood.  The\'  happen  to  lie  through  some  of 
the  most  attractive  scmcry  of  tliis  be.uitiful  old  town.  And, 
as  I  stop  here  and  there  to  gaze,  seeing  before  me  the  beauty 

and  variety  of  the  extended  landscape  and  the  distant  sea, 
I  ask  m3^If  the  question : — "Did  I  as  a  boy,  did  I,  take  in 

all  these  things  at  their  full  worth?"  and  the  answer  rises  in 
my  heart,  that  whether  I  did  or  did  not,  their  silent  influence 
wrought  for  me.  that  which  has  immeasurablv  increased 
the  worth  of  everything  else  that  I  have  ever  learned. 
Among  the  blessed  fruits  of  these  country  academies,  we  are 
to  consider  the  importance  of  the  service  they  rendered,  in 
bringing  young  men  and  maidens  from  the  cities,  during  a 
part  of  the  plastic  period  of  youth,  into  more  intimate  contact 
and  acquaintance  with  the  grand  old  teacher  of  us  all.  Mother 
Nature  herself. 

But  the  influence  of  locality  may  be  ielt  as  an  educative 
force  also,  through  the  law  of  association,  in  bringing  before 
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our  mental  vision  with  increased  vividness,  deeds  and  events 
that  deserve  undying  remembrance.   Thus,  from  all  parts  of 

our  country  niul  from  bcyoiul  the  «;cn,  the.  thron^inj;  multi- 
tudes conic  to  visit  Plymouth  Rock,  and  Lcxinj^ton,  and  Con- 
cord, and  liuakcr  Hill.  They  come  with  no  expectation  ' 
surely,  of  being  thrilled  by  the  intrinsic  beauty  or  grandeur 
of  these  places ;  but  because  the  places  are  suggestive  of  the 
sublime  faith  in  God,  through  which  our  country  was  found- 
ed, and  the  sturdy*  heroic  valor,  with  which  its  liberties  were 
defL-ndcd. 

Two  liuiulrctl  and  fifty  years  aL;<^  this  very  year,  the  Puri-  > 
tan  spirit  expressed  itsoU  in  establishing  the  first  free  public 
school  in  Massachusetts.  The  act  of  establishment  was  ac- 
companied by  a  preamble  which  stated  the  motive,  and  ended 
with  these  words: — "That  learning  may  not  be  buried  in  the 
grave  of  our  fatluis  in  the  church  and  commonwealth." 
They  had  already  founded  the  college.  Wc  hold  these  acts 
in  highest  honor,  not  alone  because  we  regard  them  as  the 
fountain  from  which  there  has  flowed,  and  from  which  we 
believe  there  will  ever  continue  to  flow,  a  stream  whose  wa-  ^ 
ters  shall  do  much  for  the  "healing  of  the  nations,*'  but  be- 
cause wc  know  something  of  the  persona!  sacrifice  and  self 
denial  which  these  acts  involved,  on  the  part  of  those  by 
whom  thvy  were  ccnccived  atid  executed. 

But  luunded  in  much  the  same  spirit,  and  often  maintained 
with  hardly  less  personal  sacrifice,  were  the  country  acade- 
mics which  dotted  so  many  of  the  hills  of  New  England,  and 
which  did  a  most  important  work  that  otherwise  must,  in 
great  part,  have  been  left  Tindnne. 

Today  the  spell  of  pcrst)nalit\-.  and  the  spell  of  locality, 
are  strong  upon  us.  W'l  ieel  that  it  is  good  for  us  to  meet 
once  more,  to  renew  our  familiarity  with  the  place,  and  with 
one  another,  and  to  recall  the  memory  of  other  schoolmates, 
and  former  teachers,  to  all  of  whom,  ouir  feeling  of  indebted- 
ness is  deep  and  lasting.  But  the  place  and  the  occasion 
remind  us.  also,  of  others,  who  may  or  may  not  have  ever  | 
been  members  of  the  same  school,  but  through  whose 
inspy-ation,  and  self-denying  help,  the  advantages  of  an  ex- 
tended school4ife  were  made  our  own.  Today,  like  the 
gracious  return  of  a  blessed  presence,  the  thought  comes  to 
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us.  of  those  who  judj^ctl  no  pains  too  great,  no  sacrifice  ioo 
costly,  that  son  or  daughter,  brother  or  sister,  might  sliare  to 
tlic  lull  in  the  benefits  of  sound  learning,  because  they  be- 
lieved that  in  such  sacrtficet  they  were  helping  to  transmute 
the  outward  things  of  life»  into  the  inward  power  of  enlarged 
being,  and  because  by  precept  and  example,  handed  down 
through  long  lines  of  ancestry,  they  had  learned  and  they 
wished  us  never  to  forc^et,  to  "look  not  upon  the  thinc:js 
^\hich  are  seen,  hut  upon  the  things  which  arc  not  seen,"  in 
the  firm  faith  aiul  belief,  that  •'the  things  which  are  seen  arc 
temporal,  but  the  things  which  arc  not  seen  are  eternal." 
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EUGENE  TAPPAN,  ESQ.,  OF  BOSTON,  MASS. 


We  never  can  forget, 
That  years  ago  we  met 
In  Topsfield  town. 

In  heart,  and  mind,  and  will. 
We  fee!  the  impulse  still) 
Of  Academic  hill, 
In  Topsfield  towii. 

Tuday  wc  here  re{)air, 

And  breathe  the  healthful  air 

In  Topsfield  town. 
Each  field  and  stream  we  greet— 
Each  spot  to  memory  sweet — 
And  tread  the  ancient  street 

In  Topsfield  town. 

Thanks  for  onr  welcome  here, 
Thanks  for  this  goodly  cheer 

In  Topsfield  town. 
Twas  ever  Topsfield's  way. 
To  make  the  comer's  stay 
Happy  as  summer  day 

In  Topsfield  town. 

TUNE— 
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BEAUTY. 


GEORGE  CONANT»  OF  PASAD£NA»  CAUFORNIA. 


**Beaat7  armed  witt  Virtue  fortifies  the  soul 
With  a  coramanding  hut  a  aweet  control*" 


Whatever  strikes  the  eye 

With  a  pleasurable  thrill, 
Or  delights  the  willing  ear 

And  its  winding  channels  fill. 
Or  wralces  the  sotil  to  action 

And  its  finer  fibres  sway» 
Or  touches  up  the  heart-strings 

In  a  sweetly  brilliant  way, 
Has  charms  upon  the  beautiful 

In  sky,  on  land  and  sea 
'Hf  ong  high  and  low  of  every  race — 

A  key  to  harmony. 
The  harmony  of  color 

And  the  harmony  of  song, 
The  melody  of  W'sper  bells 

To  the  beautiful  belong. 
Beauty  lingers  in  the  lily, 

Is  enthroned  within  the  rose* 
^  Climbs  to  dizzy  heights  of  splendor 

In  the  arch  of  God's  rainbows, 
Slumbers  with  the  sleeping  cherub 

In  its  cottage  cradle  bed, 
Wakes  to  conscious  revelation 

When  fair  youth  and  maiden  wed. 
Seen  is  beauty  in  the  lowest 

And  the  highest  of  God's  creatures, 
When  in  symmetn,*  enfr  ldcd 

And  endowed  with  winning  features. 
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Nothing  can  be  viewed  as  homely 

That  chives  ])leasurc  to  the  mind: 
A  wrinkled  maid  tilled  up  with  goodness 

An  Uncle  Tom  both  black  and  blind » 
A  whitened  head  packed  full  of  wisdom, 

A  benefactor  bowed  with  years. 
Unselfish  children  at  their  pastime, 

A  fallen  Peri  shcddinc^  tears. 
A  mother  with  her  firstling  babv, 

An  Indian  girl  by  mirrored  stream 
Making  her  simple  morning  toilet, 

A  model  for  an  artist's  theme — 
All  these  are  pictures  full  of  beauty 

Pictures  hung  on  every  hand, 
Multitudes  greet  /A^fV  unveiling 

Admiration  they  command. 
The  world  is  full  of  things  of  beauty 

Everywhere  within  the  poles, 
It  strikes  with  force  all  keen  observers, 

It  stirs  them  to  their  inner  souls. 
Looking  from  a  mountain  summit 

There  breaks  a  captivating  view, 
Nerve-stilling  thoughts  course  long  the  brain-cells — 

Nature's  pictures  touched  anew; 
The  vastness  of  the  sweep  of  vision 

(Quickens  pulse  and  brinsfs  delight, 
And  the  far  off  landscape  beauties 

Seem  to  swing  before  the  sight; 
Lake  and  orchard  nestling  closely, 

Vineyard,  meadow,  garden,  rock, 
Silver  threads  of  winding  ri\  crs, 

Emerald  forest,  shepherd's  flock, 
Shadows  from  o'erhan^ini:^  cloudland, 

MoN'in*;.  flock  the  valley  wide. 
Seas  of  L^rain-field,  waviiiL,^  f^olcicn 

On  which  ghostly  ships  might  ride. 
This  is  cycloramic  beauty 

Only  seen  from  towering  heights. 
Overwhelming  in  its  grandeur — 

Far  transcending  other  sights, 
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Dimly  glints  the  distant  ocean, 
Circumscribing  with  its  sheen 

Islands  on  the  curved  horizon 

Rouiulin^  t)iit  the  shimnicrinj:^  scene. 
The  vision  changes:  Night  is  drawing 

Down  her  curtain  near  and  far 
Sable  drapery  unlukiing — 

Pins  it  with  a  jeweled  star. 
As  the  twilight  further  deepens 

Nature*s  symphonies  resound ; 
Chirpin-,^  insects  the  soprano 

Turtle  doves  the  alto  sound. 
Then  the  silver  limbs  of  Luna, 

One  on  earth  and  one  in  sky, 
Vault  upon  the  floor  of  heaven. 

Trip  it  with  the  stars  on  high. 
Constellations  light  the  ceiling 

Of  the  azure  concave  arch* 
Unicjue  figures  masked  and  merry — 

Grand  processions  dance  and  march. 
What  more  maf3:nifics  our  pleasure. 

Glorifies  the  ea^er  sight. 
Than  tlie  heavenl\-  exhibition 

Of  an  oriental  night? 
The  immensity  of  dome 

Studded  full  of  glittering  gems. 
Crowns  the  works  of  the  Creator, 

Drapes  his  garments  to  the  hems. 
Reincarnate  Michael  Angelo 

In  the  Cistine  Chapel,  lives 
Immortali/ed  in  splendid  frescoes 

Whicli  onl\-  God-like  genius  gives. 
Nature's  songs  in  quiet  cadence 

Sound  at  night  and  early  morn. 
In  the  sighing  pine-tree  forest. 

In  the  rustlini^'  fields  of  Corn. 
When  the  frost  king  grasps  the  branches 

Covering  twigs  on  bush  and  tree. 
And  the  sun  unlocks  th(  xh  iekle^, 

How  they  fall  with  tinkling  glee! 
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From  the  beauties  of  creation 

Lying  'neath  cerulean  dome. 
Rising  higher  than  the  landscape 

Are  the  beauties  of  the  home: 
Wheels  domestic  runnin<:f  smoothly 

With  nu  break  or  plaintive  cry, 
Love,  the  motive  power  and  lubric 

As  the  days  go  sweetly  by. 
In  the  serious  days  of  history 

When  America  was  new, 
When  religion  was  the  watchword 

And  the  christians  were  but  few, 
When  the  worshipers  were  fleeing 

From  the  tyranny  of  kings, 
And  these  potentates  were  masters 

Of  men's  souls  and  other  things, 
When  brave  woman's  deeds  were  stifled 

And  heroines  held  at  bay,  ^ 
And  men  were  lords  and  masters 

Having  everything  to  say, 
When  such  records  were  unfolding 

In  tlie  days  of  long  ago — 
Then  the  mothers  seemed  like  ciphers 

But  were  far  from  being  so ; 
For  the  rock  where  the  Pilgrims  landed 

Was  as  much  fore^mothers'  rock, 
As  it  was  the  famed  forefathers' — 

Just  as  sturdy,  stalwart,  stock. 
When  we  think  now  of  the  hardships 

Our  forefathers  struggled  through, 
Just  consider  our  condition  1 

Had  not  fore-mothers  struggled  too. 
Let  a  painting  then  be  issued  I 

Let  it  hang  on  every  wall, 
Representing  our  fore-mothers —  ' 

'Twould  excel  in  beauty  all. 
Character  foremost  must  illumine 

Every  step  in  life's  career, 
Crowning,  makes  the  wearer  fairer. 

Beauty  that  all  men  revere. 
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Righteous  lives  transcend  in  beauty 

Art  or  song  or  facile  pen, 
Reaching  'cross  the  silent  river 

Recognized  as  golden  then. 
God's  greatest  works  revolve  in  cycles, 

Wheeling,  whirling,  never  wrong. 
So,  moral  heroes  have  an  orbit 

Which  to  the  beautiful  belong. 
Men  will  travel  land  and  ocean 

In  search  of  treasures  seldom  found. 
When  all  around  them  in  the  home-land 

Treasures  everywhere  abound  : ' 
Wonderful  treasures  in  tree  and  flower, 

Mountain  iastness,  field  and  sky- 
Myriad  microscopic  museums. 

Under  our  very  feet  they  lie. 
What  so  fair  as  falling  water. 

Cascades  leaping,  foaming,  white, 
Mountain  torrents  rushing  onward 

Filling  soul  with  rare  delight? 
Breathing  marble — sculptor's  offspring 

Chiseled  from  his  fertile  brain — 
Artist's  soul-work,  living  canvas, 

Applauding  we  can  scarce  refrain. 
Down  in  caverns  of  the  ocean 

So  profound  the  brain  e'en  reels 
Find  wc  many  a  field  of  beauty— 

A  world  of  wealth  man's  skill  reveals. 
The  beauties  of  Nature  never  are  stilled 

Her  cataracts  thunder  and  roar, 
Diapasons  of  Ocean  will  ever  resound 

On  island  and  continent  shore. 
Nightingale  notes  from  ideal  throats 

Ravish  the  ear  and  the  soul, 
And  even  the  morning  stars  it  is  writ 

Took  up  the  musical  role. 
Beauty  glows  in  flowers  of  language, 

Pulpit,  platform  show  its  power, 
Rostrum,  fcMuni,  sway  the  masses, — 

Eloquence  is  beauty's  dower. 
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Search  we  in  Zulu  or  Hottentot  land» 
Plunge  \vc  in  African  shade. 

Climb  wo  above  the  Ji^lacial  flow, 

Spectacular  shows  are  arrayed. 
There  is  beauty  of  color,  beauty  of  forfn^ 

Beauty  of  figure  and  face, 
Beautiful  thoughts — the  mosaics  of  mind. 

Beauty  of  manaer  and  grace. 

Scriptural  beauties  hung  on  biblical  walls, 

Charm  us,  inspire  us  and  sorrow  forestalls; 

Prophets  and  saints,  historians,  kinc^s, 

Have  given  to  thouc^ht  most  beautiful  wings; 

They  flash  on  our  vision  as  we  scan  the  pure  pa^cs, 

**The  beauty  of  holiness"  has  been  noted  for  ages, 

Tis  woven  in  story,  repeated  in  song, 

Inspiring  the  feeble  and  righting  the  wrong ; 

"How  beautiful  on  mountains  are  couriers*  feet 

That  brin^  us  glad  tidings,"  and  goodness  replete. 

"The  beautiful  temple,  "  '*the  beautiful  gate," 

The  beautiful  home  7ve  anticipate — 

All  thrill  as  with  liope  of  a  life  that  is  newer, 

Cementing  our  friendship  and  making  it  truer. 

Now  ere  we  dismiss  this  delight-giving  theme 

There  uplifts  before  me  a  kind  of  day-dream ; 

A  landscape  so  fair  rises  full  on  my  sight, 

Its  loveliness  rare  the  muses  invite. 

A  village  I  see  a^  a  crown  to  the  field, 

Her  emerald  robes  in  beauty  revealed, 

Enfringcd  by  a  radiant  meandering  river 

Benign  benefactions  exhaling  forever, 

Reflecting  a  joy  like  the  "Vale  of  Cashmere," 

A  bucolic  scene  that  scarce  has  a  peer. 

Here  the  bees  of  Hymettus  voice  their  sweet  coming 

As  they  bring  in  the  nectar  with  musical  humming' 

The  robes,  the  field,  the  bees  and  the  stream 

Roseate  and  sun-kissed  make  up  the  day-dream. 

Oh  !  Topsfield  !  Top  of  the  fields,  and  pride  of  the  hills* 

Tranquil  and  restful  panacea  for  men's  ills, 
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Grcctin*:^  Aurora,  as  she  mounts  her  red  car, 

For  a  drive  thro'  the  ^ates  of  the  nioniing  alar; 

Smiling  with  sunshine,  smiling  in  shade, 

Foremost  in  peace,  but  in  war  not  dismayed. 

Sitting  as  Queen  in  this  beauteous  valley, 

Gracious  to  guests  that  'round  your  feet  rally ! 

Villas,  meadows,  and  river  your  arena  bedecking 

With  Ljardcn  and  orchard — \'our  verdant  slopes  flecking, 

Your  hrcsidcs  aglow  with  contentment  and  peace — 

May  your  sky  as  today  from  gloom  have  surcease. 

And  more  than  all  this  may  the  stars  on  you  shine 

Lustrous  in  beauty  as  in  days  of  "lang  syne." 

The  day  will  soon  close,  but  in  mem'ry  to  exist, 

Our  lessons  recited,  the  school  be  dismissed, 

Yet  the  greenness  of  age  must  prove  no  delusion 

Can  we  only  accept  these  words  in  conclusion : 

In  **Unton  there's  strength"  in  rvunion  yet  more, 

The  latch  string  has  beauty  when  it  hangs  out  the  door; 

The  reunion  of  hearts  as  the  world  ever  stands 

Is  more  beautiful  still  than  reunion  of  hands. 

Tho'  the  gathering  \  ears  make  the  outside  i;row  okl 

And  the  teeth  leave  their  moorings  or  are  yellow  with  gold, 

Tho*  the  heads  become  silvered  and  the  backs  have  a  bend, 

And  the  steps  get  a  sort  of  irregular  trend, 

Tho'  all  (<f  these  sign-boards  point  but  one  way 

Down  the  slippery  life-slope  to  physical  decay, 

Yet  ever  triumphant  the  heart  should  be  youn^, 

Tho'  the  faculties  falter  soul-songs  should  be  sung — 

And  here  is  a  truth  above  all  contradiction 

<  And  as  we  look  on  this  group  it  becomes  a  conviction,) 

That  the  fairest  of  things — the  most  beautiful  sign. 

Is  the  eternal  spring  just  below  the  snowline. 


Then  rcenforced  be  our  courage 

As  we  go  down  the  i^radc. 
Let  us  think  not  of  sorrow  to-morrow, 

Nur  look  wc  to  witness  the  evening  star  fade 
Or  ever  a  heart  trouble  borrow. 
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So,  let  the  crown  of  all  beauties 

That  the  reason  must  sway, 
Be  placed  on  the  youthful 

Re-unionist  today — 
The  one  who  feels  youngest 

The  laurel  should  crown, 
For  he's  rising  the  slope 

As  others  go  down. 


HISTORICAL  ADDRESS. 


M.  V.  B.  PERLEY,  OF  IPSWICH,  MASS. 


The  Historical  Address,  delivered  by  Mr.  Perley,  at  this 
point  in  the  literary  exercises  has  been  entirely  rewritten, 
and  is  printed  herewith  as  a  "History  of  the  Academy." 
"The  structure  of  the  address  has,  in  preparation  of  this 
history,  been  demolished,  and  the  framework  used  as  the 
receptacle  of  any  and  all  obtainable  facts  having  reference  to 
the  subject." 


REMINISCENT  ADDRESS. 


REV.  GEO.  L.  GLEASON,  OF  HAVERHILL,  MASS. 


Great  interests  are  affected  sometimes  by  trivial  incidents. 
Great  occasions  are  determined  by  seemingly  insignificant 
events.  Thi«;  illustrious  gathering  once  hinged  upon  the 
simple  circunistaiice,  that  J.  Warren  Healy  knew  how  to 
advertise.  And  this  art  he  understood  to  perfection.  Here, 
I  desire  to  say  in  passing,  that  I  agree  with  the  historian  of 
the  day,  in  regarding  J.  Warren  Healy  as  a  most  remark- 
able man.  He  was  not  a  scholar,  or  man  of  literary  culture. 
He  never  had  time  for  thoruui^h  Hter.'ir\-  Iraininj^^.  During 
his  college  course,  he  supported  himself  and  wife,  by  teacliin;^ 
and  preaching,  and  ever  after  he  was  engaged  in  the 
most  intense  service.  Yet  he  was  a  peer  of  literary  men, 
and  for  a  time  was  the  president  of  a  university.  For  the 
same  reason,  he  was  not  a  profound  theologian,  still,  he 
occupied  some  of  the  commanding  pulpits  of  the  Interior, 
and  received  the  cle<^rcc  of  D.  I").,  from  a  respectable  west- 
ern collei^^e.  No  one  wcnikl  rcujard  him  as  eminent  lor 
piety.  V  et,  he  was  called  to  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Moody's 
church  in  Chicago,  where  spirituality  was  regarded  as  Uie 
prime  factor.  He  occupied  other  Important  positions,  and 
his  whole  career  may  be  regarded  as  phenomenal.  My  ac* 
qunintance  with  Mr.  Heals-  began  in  the  nntnmn  of  i?!53, 
and  continued  w-ith  more  or  less  intimacy  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death.  I  have  already  remarked  that  Mr.  Healy  knew  how 
to  advertise.  This  was  one  of  the  secrets  of  his  success. 
In  the  summer  of  '53,  he  announced  to  the  youth  of  north- 
ern N.  H.,  and  Vt.,  that  he  had  taken  Bath  Academy,  and 
was  prepared  with  an  able  corps  of  teachers,  to  give  the  best 
possible  education,  in  the  shortest  possible  time,  and  at  the 
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least  possible  expense.  This  was  the  school  we  all  wanted 
to  attend.  The  youth  of  that  day  were  in  greater  haste  to 
get  into  their  life  work*  even,  than  the  young  men  and  wo> 

men  of  the  ]ircscnt. 

My  older  brother  atu!  iiiv  '^clf,  passed  b\-  an  academy  which 
we  had  previously  attended,  and  which  we  knew  to  be  well 
equipped  and  manned,  and  with  sixty  or  eighty  other  youth, 
in  the  autumn  of  '53,  entered  Bath  Academy.  We  found  it 
an  old  dilapidated  building,  with  no  apparatus,  and  no  pro> 
vision  for  boarding  the  students.  The  able  corps  of  teachers 
consisted  of  J.  Warren  Healy,  A.  B..as  principal,  Mrs  J  War- 
ren Healy.  as  preceptress,  and  a  small  limb  of  the  law  as  assist- 
ant. Mr.  I  lealy  soon  became  seriously  ill,  and  the  school  was 
left  to  run  itself.  Here  my  real  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Healy 
began,  for  I  was  one  of  the  students  drafted  into  service  as  a 
watcher  and  then  as  a  nurse.  I  found  him  to  be  a  very  irrita- 
ble and  nneasy  patient.  cau<;cd  lar<:;^cl\-  b\'  the  nature  of  his 
disease.  And  here  I  discovered  another  lile-h)nq[  obstacle 
with  wliich  he  had  to  contend,  physical  infirmities  which 
would  have  disheartened  and  paralyzed  the  endeavor,  of  one 
less  brave  and  ambitious.  The  state  of  his  health  compelled 
him  to  abandon  the  school,  about  the  middle  of  the  fall 
term,  and  the  most  of  the  pupils  left  the  academy.  Here,  I 
first  met  Dan  Wilkins,  a  typical  Vermonter.  though  born 
on  the  ca«!t  side  of  the  Connecticut  river.  He  was  a  man 
of  unusual  ability,  his  talent  partaking  of  the  nature  of 

genius.  Had  he  not  lacked  some  of  the  moral  dements,  he 
would  have  been  a  great  character.   He  followed  Mr.  Healy 

to  Topsfield  in  the  autumn  of  '54,  and,  I  think,  remained 
throutjh  the  winter.  lie  wrote  me  such  t^lowing  descrip- 
tions of  the  town  and  sch(^ol.  that  I  decided  to  join  him  in 
the  fall  of  '55.  He  arranged  to  meet  me  at  Middleton,  as  the 
trains  did  not  connect  so  that  I  could  reach  Topsfield  in  a 
day.  Vividly  do  I  remember  landing  on  the  platform  of 
the  lonely  station  in  Middleton,  one  hot,  dusty  afternoon  in 
September,  and  looking  in  vain  for  my  friend.  If  ever  I  expe- 
rienced the  sen^^ation  of  homesickness,  it  wa?,  when  walking 
the  dusty  turnpike  to  Topsfield  In  conijian)'  with  a  Mr. 
Lake  of  that  town.  With  Goldsmith's  traveller,  1  "dragged 
with  each  remove  a  lengthening  chain."   The  exaggerated 
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account  of  the  town  and  people,  and  the  school,  by  which  I 
was  entertained,  did  not  reassure  or  comfort  me.  Here  I 
should  remark,  that  Wiikins  had  engaged  to  meet  me  at 

Middlcton  on  a  certain  day,  but  I  was  detained,  sent  him  a 
telegram  in  ample  season,  but  it  did  not  reach  him  until 
several  days  after  I  had  been  established  as  his  rooui-matc, 
inithe  home  of  Mr.  Israel  Rea.  The  autumn  of  '55,  passed 
without  special  incident  I  devoted  myself  to  earnest  study, 
and  sought  to  adjust  myself  to  my  new  surroundings.  But, 
nt  thr  beginning  of  the  winter  term,  I  became  a  member  of 
Mr.  iicaly's  family.  It  came  about  in  this  wise.  On  enter- 
ing the  academy,  I  sported  a  gold  watch,  chain  and  fob. 
This  became  the  admiration  of  some,  the  envy  of  others, 
and  tiie  scorn  of  a  third  class.  I  did  not  feel  quite  at  ease 
in  ithis  gorgeous  array.  But  Mr.  Healy  seemed  to  covet  the 
outfit,  and  we  entered  into  the  following  written  agreement, 
viz. :  I,  the  party  of  the  first  part,  covenanted  to  make  over 
to  him  the  watch,  chain  and  lob;  he,  the  |)arty  of  the 
second  part,  agreed  to  furnish  me  with  board  a  certain 
number  of  weeks,  and  tuition  a  certain  number  of  terms. 
George  Fierce  of  Marblehead,  became  my  'room-mate.  He 
was  then  studying  with  reference  to  the  Christian  ministry. 
During  this  term  some  significant,  and  many  amusing  inci- 
dents occurred. 

A  prayer  meeting  was  started  in  the  academy,  and  Mr. 
Richardson  the  assistant  teacher,  invited  me  to  attend  and 
conduct  the  singing.  It  was  at  the  first  meeting  that  I  de- 
cided to  enter  fully  tipcm  the  religious  life,  and  publicly  de- 
clared my  purpose.  Thus  was  changed  the  whole  current 
of  my  life.  Others  took  a  similar  stand,  and  the  whole 
school,  for  a  time,  was  pervaded  with  a  strong  religious  sen- 
timent. My  room-mate  proposed,  sometime  during  the 
winter,  that  we  should  try  and  correct  each  the  others  dia- 
lect and  ungrammatica!  expressions ;  his  speech,  smacked  of 
the  sea,  mine,  of  the  mountains.  This  arrangement  worked 
admirably  for  a  time.  It  was  a  great  advantage  to  sec  and 
hear  ourselves,  as  another  saw  and  hcnrd  ns.  Rut  a  rivalry 
arose,  not  altogether  generous,  I  fear,  as  to  who  should  detect 
the  most  faults,  and  soon  there  was  a  sting  in  the  criticism, 
sooHif  iro9y,,and  more  bitterness  in  our  corrections  and  we 
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eventually  lapsed  into  silence.  After  matters  had  come  to 
such  a  pitch,  we  concluded  to  leave  each,  to  correct  his  own 
faults  of  speech  and  conduct,  and  friendship  was  restored. 
The  character  of  the  board  furnished  us  that  winter  was  very 
unsatisfactory,  the  supply  was  not  equal  to  the  demand, 
and  the  quality  was  as  objectionable  as  the  c|uantity.  Mrs. 
Hcaly  was  always  overworked.  With  a  single  servant,  she 
w.i-^  expected  to  provide  for  her  lar^e  and  hungry  family,  and 
still  do  diit\-  as  precc[)trcss  in  the  academy,  then  at  its  lieiglu 
of  popularity  and  attendance.  Sonic  of  us  were  accus- 
tomed to  supplement  our  meagre  fare  at  the  table,  by  a  noc- 
turnal visit  to  the  kitchen.  We  had  already  secured  the 
good-will  of  Ellen,  the  cook,  and  maid-of-all  work,  who 
aided  and  abetted  our  predatory  warfare  on  the  larder. 

One  evening,  if  so  late  an  hour  as  1 1  P.  M.  may  be  called 
evening,  several  of  us  were  regaling  ourselves  with  a  sump- 
tions repast  after  our  day's  abstemiousness,  when  a  ghost 
appeared  n})on  tiie  staii-way,  and  the  most  of  us  were  thrown 
into  a  state  of  consternation.  But  Ellen,  who  was  always 
equal  to  the  occasion,  seized  the  ladle,  and  hastily  filling  it 
with  cold  water,  discharged  its  full  contents  at  the  ghost  as 
it  vanished  at  the  head  of  the  stairs.  A  conspiracy  of 
silence  seemed  to  follow  this  occurrence,  and  it  is  with  some 
hesitation,  after  forty-two  \'ears  silence,  that  T  ^'ive  the  facts 
to  tlie  public.  Personally,  1  do  not  believe  in  <;hosts.  Pnt 
I  am  sure  in  regard  to  this  one.  Like  others  it  was  arrayed 
in  white.  Like  the  typical  ghost  it  remained  silent.  But 
unlike  others,  it  came  from  above,  went  back  to  its  own 
place,  and  never  again  appeared. 

Sam.  Fowler  took  his  dinners  at  Mr.  Healy's.  One  day 
Mrs.  Heal)-  1  ad  cut  the  two  pies  just  so  they  would  go 
round.  She  asked  each  of  us  in  turn,  which  we  would  have, 
squash  or  apple.  Our  replies  were  j^overncd,  not  b>*  our 
tastes  or  the  merits  of  the  pies,  but  by  the  pros[)ect  of  their 
holding  out  so  as  to  go  round.  When  Sam 's  turn  came,  he 
was  equal  to  the  occasion,  and  replied,  "1  will  take  a  piece  of 
both,  if  you  please."  Thus,  some  one  had  to  go  without, 
probably,  Mrs.  Healy. 

It  was  during  this  winter,  that  George  Pierce  proposed  a 
drive  to  Bradford,  to  spend  the  day.   He  suggested  that  it 
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would  improve  our  manners  to  go  more  into  good  society. 
The  real  object,  however,  was  to  visit  Bradford  Academy, 
and  to  SCO  one  Susan  Pcrlcy.  of  Danvcrs,  whom  he  had  met, 
and  of  whom  he  was  somewhat  enamored.  We  secured  a 
fine  horse  and  sleigh,  with  a  merry  string  of  bells,  of  Frederic 
Merriam.  But  the  horse  proved  to  be  a  tearer.  He  started 
from  the  stable  like  a  cannon  ball,  but  unlike  a  cannon  ball, 
hit;  ?prc(!  did  not  diminish  as  the  distance  increased.  How- 
ever, \vc  reached  our  place  of  destination  without  incident. 
We  called  on  Benjamin  Greenlcaf,  whom  we  found  a  most 
genial,  entertaining  man ;  his  daughters  were  equally  engag- 
ing. I  had  conceived  a  decided  prejudice  against  Mr.  Green- 
leaf,  because  of  his  mathematical  works,  his  algebra  had  been 
my  special  abhorrence.  But  ever  after  this  I  have  "esteemed 
him  very  highly  in  love."  for  what  he  uas,  but  not  for  "his 
works'  sake."  We  spent  tli«-  thi\'  very  tleli'^'httully,  and  pro- 
htably,  in  company  with  the  students  of  the  academy,  and 
towards  night  turned  our  faces  homeward.  But  if  the  horse 
was  eager  to  reach  his  place  of  destination  in  the  morning, 
he  now  seemed  frantic.  It  required  all  our  energy  to  keep 
him  under  control.  Soon  the  darkness  sluit  down  upon  us. 
Another  terror  was  soon  added,  for  a  blinding  snow  storm 
set  in.  All  we  could  do  was  to  hold  on,  sometimes  with  our 
combined  force,  and  plunge  into  the  gathering  gloom.  At 
one  time,  when  the  horse  was  at  the  height  of  his  speed,  and 
I  was  taking  my  turn  at  holding  on,  the  sleigh  gave  a  lurch 
to  one  side,  and  George  roUed  out.  Summoning  all  my 
cnerc^y,  I  succeeded,  in  a  seasonable  time,  in  brinci^ing  the 
horse  to  a  halt.  George  came  up  after  a  time,  ijuffln*:^  and 
groaning,  declaring  that  he  feared  his  shoulder  was  dislocated. 
I  asked  him  why  he  had  got  out?  He  said  he  feared  the 
sleigh  was  going  to  tip  over.  I  told  him  that  never  in  the 
country  were  we  accustomed  to  get  out  until  we  were  sure 
of  a  tip-over.  But  he  had  incaj)acitated  himself  for  "holding 
on."  and  I  drove  the  remainin<:;  distance  without  further  in- 
ciilenl.    It  was  to  both  of  us  a  memorable  day. 

The  assistant  teachers  in  the  Academy  were  men  of  rare 
ability  and  excellent  character.  I  would  gladly  speak  of  each 
in  turn,  if  time  permitted.  J.  Henry  Richardson  was  the  assist- 
ant»  in  the  yt^rs  '55-6.   I  shall  never  cease  to  be  gratified 
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that  it  was  my  lot  to  fall  in  with  such  a  pure  and  noble  matli 
at  this  formative  period  of  my  life.  He  took  me  into  his 
confidence  and  friendship.  Wc  walked,  and  talked,  nnd  sang 
together,  and  became  intimate  companions.  He  invited  me  to 
go  with  him  to  Andover,  where  he  had  aa  engagemeiK  as 
leader  of  the  Episcopal  choir.  He  took  me  to  the  home  of 
Prof.  Stowe,  and  introduced  me  to  my  subsequent  theologi- 
cal teacher,  and  his  then  famous  wife.  He  also  invited  me  to 
go  with  liinT  to  North  Reading,  to  attend  a  concert  ^iven  by 
the  Normal  Musical  Institute,  which  was  under  the  direction 
o{  Lowell  Mason  and  George  I*.  Root,  Webb  presided  at 
the  organ,  the  most  accomplished  organist  I  had  ever  heard. 
He  proposed  to  pay  all  the  expenses,  making  the  only  con- 
dition of  my  acceptance,  thatlshould  invite  two  }-  nn:  lidies 
whom  he  designated,  Miss  Gcor^ie  Dorman  and  Miss  Addie 
Rea.  Wc  took  tea  at  his  home  in  Middlcton,  and  his  broth- 
er and  two  sisters  accompanied  us  to  the  concert.  I  after- 
wards became  a  pupil  in  this  Institiite»  and  was  in  the  chorus 
that  furnished  the  music  at  the  Andover  Theological  Semin- 
ary anniversary.  We  sang  the  Hallelujah  Chorus  with  grand 
effect. 

Some  of  my  most  plcasiiiL;  reminiscences,  are  in  cnnnr-rtion 
with  tlie  families  and  homes  of  the  citizens  of  1  op^licld. 
1  will  coiifme  my  remarks  strictly  to  my  student  days,  and  can 
mention  only  two  families*  that  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Kimball  and 
Mr.  B.  P.  Adams.  Sometimes,  for  months  together,  I  spent 
an  evening  each  week  in  the  home  of  Mr.  Kimball,  the  most 
of  the  time  was  passed  in  slnginj^.  Mr.  Kimball  had  one  of 
the  most  l)eaiitiful  bass  voices  to  which  I  ever  listened,  and  I 
have  often  thought  that  1  never  heard  an  alto  voice,  that  sur- 
passed that  of  Miss  Hattte's,  in  tenderness  and  sweetness. 
Miss  Deborah,  sang  the  contralto,  and  I  carried  the  tenor. 
Miss  Susie,  no  less  musically  gifted  than  the  others,  presided  , 
at  the  piano.  But  they  have  all  ^onc,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
there  is  sweeter  music  in  heaven  because  of  their  presence, 
and  r  shall  always  be  i;ratified  that  it  was  my  lot,  when  a 
mere  lad,  to  be  invited  to  such  a  genial  musical  home. 

Mr.  Adams  was  the  post  master  and  kept  the  village  store. 
He  was  a  very  companionable  man,  and  often  took  me  for  a 
drive,  and  frequently  invited  me  to  his  home.   I  remember 
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when  the  new  piano  was  purchased.  After  a  little  I  was  in- 
vited in  to  hear  the  children  play.  Mary  acquitted  herself 
greatly  to  the  satisfaction  of  her  mother,  and  her  performance 
elicited  general  applause.  But  Mr.  Adams  was  greatly  inter- 
ested in  tlic  pla)'ing  of  Bcnnic,  who  promised,  as  he  thoiic^lit, 
to  be  a  musical  genius.  The  little  fellow  climbed  upon  tlic 
music  stool,  and  with  two  fingers,  played  "Peter,  Peter,  pump- 
kin eater,  had  a  wife  and  could'nt  keep  her,"  in  a  maimer 
which  greatly  delighted  his  fond  parents.  I  joined  heartily 
in  the  applause.  I  have  since  listened  to  the  juvenile  per- 
formance of  many  a  promising  musician*  and  shared  the  ad- 
miration of  doting  parents,  but  never  did  I  carry  away  such  a 
vivid  picture,  as  that  of  little  Bennie. 

In  those  early  days  of  my  connection  with  the  academy, 
the  Ivceimi  was  in  a  most  flcurishincr  condition.  The  citizens 
took  a  deep  interest  in  the  debates,  and  some  of  them  were 
participants.  Mr.  Samuel  Hood,  who  was  a  most  remark- 
able man,  both  in  gifts,  attainments,  and  the  ability  to  state 
his  convictions,  the  Adamses,  Peabodys,  Balches  and  others, 
took  part  in  the  debates.  Occasionally  Mr.  McLoud  came 
in,  and  when  he  and  Mr.  Healy  were  opponents,  the  sparks 
wotild  fl)-,  and  excitement  was  threat.  One  nmusing  incident 
occurred  one  evening;,  dnrini;  one  of  the  debates.  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson, the  assistant  {)rincipal,  was  accustomed  to  wear  a  tall 
hat.  He  had  just  purchased  a  new  one,  and,  for  its  careful 
preservation,  he  placed  it  on  one  of  the  seats.  Mr.  B.  P. 
Adams  came  in,  and  sat  down  plump,  on  the  new  hat.  It  was 
ruined  completely,  and  never  again  appeared  on  the  street. 

In  the  autumn  of  '56,  occurred  the  Fremont  campaign. 
The  three  Balches  and  myself,  started  a  campaign  quartette. 
Their  voices  were  very  heavy,  and  mine  was  comparatively 
weak,  and  seemed  like  a  little  [jurling  stream  in  the  meadow, 
by  the  side  of  three  roaring  Niagaras.  But  I  contributed  a 
campaign  sung,  which  was  some  compensation  for  my  failure 
to  be  heard.  We  succeeded  in  carrying  Tops6eld,  and  Mas- 
sachusetts, and,  I  think,  New  England,  but  not  the  whole 
country. 

Dud.  Pearson  and  I,  were  accustomed  to  sing  a  ^ood  deal 
together.  He  had  an  excellent  bass  voice,  of  which  I  have 
many  times  heard  during  the  last  forty  years.    We  made 


104  THE  TOPSFIELD  ACADEMY. 

several  attempts  to  serenade  our  lady  friends.  I  remember 
one  evening  in  particular.  We  had  made  special  prepara- 
tion ;  it  was  a  beautiful  night,  and  we  expected  to  elicit  great 
applause.    He,  could  go  very  low  and  I,  could  manage  to  get 

up  pretty  high.  We  sanc^  n  song  closing;  with  the  words, 
"Sleep,  O !  sleep!"  After  doing  our  best,  we  listened  for 
some  response,  but  she  slept,  and  slept ! 

1  must  content  myself  with  a  few  incidents  in  our  school  liie. 
Our  rhetorical  exercises  Wednesday  afternoons  were  great 
occasions.  Mr.  Healy  was  then  at  his  best.  His  criticisms 
were  often  amusing,  sometimes  terrific.  We  had  some  good 
speakers.  George  Pierce,  N.  T.  Kimball,  Clarence  Fowler, 
and  others,  always  commanded  attention.  Some  also  were 
conspicuous  by  their  awkwardness  and  failures.  One  after- 
noon, l^laisdc'U,  from  Marblcjicad,  clcclaimc-cl  a  piece  in  which 
reference  was  made  to  the  advancement  of  civilization.  He 
had  taken  his  position  at  the  extreme  rear  of  the  platform, 
and  when  he  came  to  this  passage,  he  folded  his  arms  and 
took  several  long  and  deliberate  strides  towards  the  front  of 
the  stage.  When  he  was  through,  Mr.  Healy  pounced  upon 
him.  He  said,  "Blaisdell,  didn't  you  know  better  than  that? 
I  would  as  soon  think  of  sittini^  down  on  the  stac^e  to  per- 
sonate the  sun's  scttinj^,  as  to  stride  across  the  platform  to 
represent  the  progress  of  civilization."  We  had  some  excel- 
lent writers  among  the  young  ladies.  Georgie  Dorman  al- 
ways secured  attention  when  she  read  her  composition.  She 
was  a  gifted  girl  and  a  most  remarkable  writer.  Ellen  Kim- 
ball, Addie  Rea,  and  Julia  Spiller,  were  always  interesting. 
So  also  was  little  Lottie  Perkins.  We  wondered  how  so 
small  a  girl  could  write  so  large  a  composition. 

Many  incidents  in  our  school  life  come  to  me  with  irrcat 
vividness.  I  commenced  the  study  of  Greek,  in  companr 
with  Arthur  Merriam  and  Helen  McLoud.  Arthur  always 
seemed  to  me  to  be  more  interested  in  Helen  than  in  his 
Greek  grammar.  He  later  was  a  fine  scholar.  She  seemed 
to  get  hold  of  the  principles  of  a  new  language  by  instinct, 
and  learned  the  characters  from  sight.  Never  did  I  meet 
one,  whose  classical  insight  I  was  more  inclined  to  envy,  for 
Greek  was  to  me,  for  a  lon^  time,  a  dead  lanj^tia^e.  Wc 
had  for  our  instructor  Austin  Hazen,  a  very  youthful  but 
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most  accomplished  teacher,  and  withal,  a  most  f:;^ifted  and 
beautiful  man.  Coburn  Porter  was  my  classmate  in  j^comc- 
try.  He  was  a  very  modest  youth,  and  his  head  seemed  to 
be  too  iar  ahead  of  his  shoulders.  I  do  not  remember  that 
he  ever  spoke  to  me  during  the  weeks  we  were  together. 
But  he  always  had  his  lessons.  I  thought  then,  and  time 
has  not  c^rcatly  modified  my  opinion,  that  he  was  the  most 
remarkable  mathematician  I  had  ever  met.  Mis  ri<^Mires  on 
the  hoard  were  faultless,  and  he  never  hesitated  or  tripped  in 
the  demonstration  oi  his  propositions.  But  as  there  is  an  end 
to  all  things,  so  must  there  be  a  close  to  these  recollections. 
Graduation  day  came  at  last,  and  four  of  us  young  men  left 
the  academy  to  return  no  more.  Sidney  Merriam  and  N.  T. 
Kimball  went  to  Dartmouth  College,  and  Sam.  Fowler  and  I 
went  to  Amherst.  I  presume  we  all  made  el'jqueiit  and  im- 
pressive addresses,  but  I  do  not  recall  them  now.  The  music 
for  the  occasion  was  furnished  by  a  quartette,  composed  of 
Mr.  Atlis,  who  had  a  fine  bass  voice,  Mr.  Sumner  Perkins, 
Mr.  Winslow,  and  myself.  It  was  a  success,  and  elicited 
hearty  commendation,  which  was  to  mc,  a  threat  satisfaction, 
for  I  had.  freun  m>^  connection  with  the  academy,  beea  iden- 
tified with  its  musical  interests. 

One  incident  connected  with  the  evening  entertainment 
was  both  characteristic  and  amusing.  It  seemed  to  be  a 
proper  thing,  for  the  young  people  to  pair  off  at  such  an  im- 
portant epoch  in  their  lives.  Choice,  instinct,  and  natural 
selection,  helped  in  clcterminint::^  the  selection,  w  'th  tin-  most 
of  us.  But  none  of  these  sentiments  influenced  .^ain.  i  oulcr. 
He  waited  until  all  the  young  ladies  had  been  provided  for, 
and  took  the  one  who  was  left  After  he  had  walked  a 
reasonable  distance,  he  teamed  that  the  aforesaid  young  lady  . 
lived  three  miles  away.  Accordingly  he  plodded  on  in 
silence  until  he  had  ^^onc,  what  he  estimated,  was  half  the 
distance,  when  he  turned  back  with  the  remark,  "You  will  get 
home  as  soon  as  I  will,  so  I  will  bid  \'ou  i^ood  ni^^ht."  Sam. 
is  now  living  alone  in  one  of  liis  tenements  in  Danvers,  and  I 
am  not  informed  that  he  has  ever  started  to  walk  home  with 
a  young  lady,  since  the  memorable  night  of  his  graduation 
from  Topsfield  Academy, 

Fellow  schoolmates  and  friends  of  former  years.   This  is 
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one  of  the  most  memorable  and  delightful  occasions  of  oor 
lives.  This  faultless  summer  day,  is  nn  emblem  ni  tlic  sun- 
shine and  c^ladnes??  in  our  hearts.  The  most  p!easin;_j  recol- 
lections, conic  thronging  back  to  our  memories,  and  we  live 
over  again  the  joys  of  our  youthiul  days.  Faces  wreathed 
with  smiles,  come  out  of  the  shadows  of  the  past.  Forms, 
once  so  dear  to  us.  long  since  passed  within  the  veil,  come 
before  us  in  glad  review.  The  chain  of  friendship,  severed 
by  a  period  of  forty  years,  is  now  rennited.  never  again  to  be 
sundered,  not  even  by  death.  The  hncs  of  toil,  and  care,  and 
age,  and  perchance  of  suficring,  arc  furrowed  in  our  faces, 
but  still  the  lineaments  of  youth  remain.  But  our  hearts  are 
as  youthful,  and  beat  wiUi  as  cordial  sympathy  for  each 
other,  and  loving  loyalty  for  the  old  Academy,  as  when  we 
parted,  nearly  half  a  century  ago.  Do  not  our  hearts  burn 
within  us,  as  we  here  review,  'mid  smiles  and  tears,  the  long 
procession  of  the  years. 
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JUDGE  ISRAEL  W.  ANDREWS,  OF  DANVERS,  MASS. 


Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: — 

I  had  rather  be  excused,  than,  at  this  late  hour,  endeavor 
to  interest  you  u  iih  what  I  might  have  to  say,  but,  for  the 

few  minutes  allowed,  I  shall  have  to  amputate  the  speech  I 
should  ordinarily  make,  and  so  perhaps  you  will  remain  un- 
til I  am  done. 

Yes,  I  was  a  student  of  Topsficld  Academy  in  1840-41, 
and  I  remember  well,  and  with  great  pleasure,  many  of  the 
associations  of  that  day. 

It  happened  on  election  da> ,  that  I  was  allowed  the  privil- 
ege of  waiting  upon  a  young  lady.  It  seems  that  there  was 
a  decided  objection,  on  tlie  part  of  Mr.  Ilealy,  in  regard  to 
the  young  men  waiting  upon  young  ladies,  and  that  reminds 
me  of  a  little  incident  that  occurred  in  New  Hampshire.  I 
went  there  to  school  before  I  came  here.  It  was  a  Baptist 
Theological  School  and  Academy — of  course  I  went  to  the 
Academy.  My  father  was  a  minister,  but  I  never  had  any 
inclination  in  that  direction.  In  fact,  from  what  I  have  seen 
sometime*;,  1  have  thou«:^ht  that  a  theological  education 
could  be  well  dispensed  with,  even  by  our  ministers. 

I  was  going  to  say,  that  in  this  incident  I  met  a  Professor 
gallanting  around  with  two  young  ladles,  and  he,  the  next 
morning,  gave  me  a  very  severe  reprimand  for  being  out — 
it  was  Sunday. 

Well,  it  afterwards  hapjjcncd  that  I  was  waiting  upon  a 
young  lady,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  discovered,  I  was  promptly 
called  before  the  Board,  and  asked  if  I  did  not  know  the 
rules  of  the  school.  I  replied  that  I  knew  them  all  very  well. 
"Well,"  said  the  Professor,  who  was  also  the  President,  "it  is 
against  the  rules  of  the  school,  for  a  young  man  to  wait  upon 
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a  ytninc^  lady."  T  asked  him  if  it  was  any  more  against  the 
rules  ut  the  school,  tor  a  young  man  to  wait  upon  a  young 
lady,  than  it  was  for  a  professor.  The  result  was  that  I  was 
finally  suspended,  but  not  for  that  reason  alone,  however. 

But  to  be  serious.  I  have  a  single  word  more  to  add.  I 
would  like  to  say  to  all  who  hear  me,  that,  ahead  of  wonder* 
ful  achievements,  there  is  a  depth  of  thought — a  vastness  in 
the  direction  oi  man's  investigation  of  true  study. 

I  wrote  a  lecture  once,  or  tried  to,  and  thouijlit  I  did,  up- 
on, "What  Constitutes  Good  Scholarship,  or,  a  Student's 
Work,  and  What  He  Should  Do."  That  lecture  is  some- 
where around  the  house  now.  I  have  not  seen  it  for  many 
years,  although  I  have  a  lot  of  books  and  other  collections, 
and  presume  it  is  there,  but  I  think,  that  in  view  of  the  vast- 
ness of  the  problems  that  arc  arising,  that  our  school  educa- 
tion is  becomin;:;^  comparatively  of  little  importance.  I  say 
this,  and  I  sa)  more — I  think  myself,  that  the  academical 
institution,  is  the  equal,  if  not  the  superior,  of  our  high 
schools.  And  it  is  not  because  I  am  in  the  least  prejudiced. 
It  is  simply  what  I  have  thought  from  my  experience. 

Now,  we  have  a  high  school  in  Danvers,  and  the  people 
of  Topsfield  have  become  acquainted  with  the  course  pur- 
sued, as  they  have  sent  a  number  of  their  children  there. 

I  think  there  was  more  freedom  of  thought,  in  the  acad- 
emical institution,  and  thereby  securing,  better  sch<'i.ir> 
than  we  i^ct  now.  At  the  present  time  they  arc  full  ol  iViv- 
olous  matters,  and  sometimes  those  that  are  dangerous  to 
their  own  health,  and  to  the  character  of  humanity. 
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GEORGE  CONANT,  OF  PASADENA,  CALIFORNIA. 


Mr,  President: — 

r  did  not  know  that  I  would  be  called  upon  to  speak,  and 
I  don't  know  as  T  can  interest  the  audience,  unless,  perhaps, 
I  refer  to  a  debalini;  society  we  had  forty-five  \'ears  ago. 

We  had  such  men  in  the  society  as  Rev.  Anson  McLoud, 
Charles  Holmes,  Sam.  Todd,  and  B.  P.  Adams.  On  a  certain 
occasion  the  question  was  rather  interesting  to  me,  and  I, 
being  President,  and  wishing  to  talk  on  the  question,  left  the 
chair  to  Rev.  Mi.  Hai1e\'.  The  debate  went  on  in  a  certain 
line,  and  Squire  Holmes,  as  we  v.<c<]  to  call  him,  being 
always  very  ready  to  talk,  and  being  aiso  very  sarcastic,  and 
sometimes  a  little  obnoxious,  put  a  great  many  restrictions 
on  the  ruling  of  Mr«  Bailey.  Well,  Mr.  Bailey  took  offence, 
and  concluded  he  had  better  give  up  his  position  as  Presi- 
dent, and  so,  while  Mr.  Holmes  was  interjecting  a  little  of 
his  bitter  I, ilk,  Mr.  Bailey  stepped  down,  and  stepped  out  of 
the  chair.  As  he  went  down  the  steps,  Square  Hohnes 
flourished  his  hands  and  said,  Sh  iraft sit  gloria  mundi  (Thus 
passeth  the  glory  of  the  world),  which  made  the  incident 
quite  dramatic. 

At  another  time  in  the  society,  Mr.  B.  P.  Adams,  a  prom^ 
inent  merchant  of  Topsfi eld.  and  a  strong  supporter  of  the 
academy,  was  called  ii})on  to  s[)eak. 

Now  Mr.  Adams  was  a  cjood  talker  and  a  ready  debater, 
but  on  this  occasion  he  did  not  seem  ready,  and  rose  to  ex- 
cuse himself  from  speaking,  with  much  deliberation.  He 
said  he  thought  he  could  not  give  a  better  reason,  for  not 
responding  to  the  call  to  speak,  than  to  quote  the  dying 
words  of  Ex-President  Adams,  b\"  saying,  "This  is  the  last 
of  the  Adams's;"  and  had  he  sat  down  then  and  there,  as  it 
was  remarked  afterward,  Mr.  Adams  would  have  made  the 
greatest  hit  of  his  life,  but,  alas  t  the  supreme  opportunity 
passed,  and  the  "last  of  the  Adams's"  went  on  with  a  long 
speech. 
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REV.  ALFRED  NOON,  OP  BOSTON,  MASS. 


It  is  difficult  t  r  nccivc  how  my  name  was  discovered 
upon  the  annals  ot  the  Academy,  and  it  must  have  needed 
a  very  close  scrutiny,  on  tlic  part  of  the  Secretary,  to  iden- 
tify the  name  with  the  present  speaker. 

An  effort  was  made  tiie  other  day  to  ascertain  how  it  came 
about  that  I  was  a  student  of  the  Academy.  Some  of  3POtt 
may  remember  the  occasion  of  my  being  here,  was.  because 
I  was  a  boy  livinj^  away  from  home  with  Rev.  Stephen  G. 
Ililcr,  who  came  from  the  old  Hatcheldcr  place,  up  town,  to 
occupy,  for  a  few  months,  the  pulpit  of  the  Methodist  church 
and  the  Methodist  parsonage. 

During  that  time,  somehow,  I  seemed  to  have  been  en- 
rolled as  a  student  in  the  Academy,  possibly  to  relieve  Mr. 
Sumner  Perkins,  who  was  then  teaching  the  Centre  school, 
here  on  the  j^reen.  There  are  two  or  three  reminiscences 
connected  with  these  j  ears  that  come  to  me. 

There  were  a  good  many  people  in  the  town  who  differed 
from  some  of  us.  We  all  have  our  notions,  but  they  dif- 
fered from  us  in  publicly  acknowledging  theirs.  One  Sun- 
day, the  bell  of  the  Con^^regational  church,  of  the  Methodist 
chui  di,  and  of  the  old  y\cadcmy,  all  ranf^  for  rclij^ious  ser- 
vices. It  seems  that  in  a  few  hours  the  jieople  expected  the 
world  to  come  to  an  end.  They  made  a  mistake,  however, 
as  we  all  do,  frequently,  in  these  days.  The  occurrence  was 
one  a  great  many  of  the  residents  will  recall. 

I  remember  well,  the  lessons  in  geography,  at  the  Acade- 
my, taught  by  Mrs.  Healy,  I  think,  and  what  interesting 
times  we  had,  studyint;  the  well  remembered  wall  map?!.  I 
was  one  of  the  younger  students,  and  remember  my  expert- 
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ences  in  learning  long  division,  when  we  would  work  some 
simple  example,  and  make  it  nearly  as  long  as  ourselves. 

I  did  not  have  time  to  look  up  the  old  catalogue  of  the 
Academy  in  my  private  library,  and  hunt  up  the  list  of  the 
names  of  my  fellow  students,  but  here,  today,  I  am  meeting 
many  of  them,  and  have  renewed  old  acquaintances  and 
friendships.  I  am  very  j^lad  of  the  nppo:tuinr\'  of  seeing, 
today,  the  students  of  the  time-honored  Topsheld  Academy. 


SENTIMENT. 


ELCiENE  TAPPAN,  ES(^.,  OF  BOSTON,  MASS. 


Mr.  Tappan  offered  the  following  sentiment,  time  not  per- 
mitting an  intended  address:— 

**I  prize  Topsfield  Academy,  for  cultivating  a  love  of 
Nature,  a  spirit  of  original  investigation,  and  a  taste  for  liter- 
ature." 


AULD  LANG  SYNE 


Parting  Song. 

Should  auld  acquaintance  be  forgott 

And  never  bnniqlit  to  mind  ; 
Should  auld  acquaintance  be  forgot. 

And  songs  of  aukl  lang  syne. 
For  auld  lang  sync  \vc  meet  to-day, 

For  auld  lang  syne ; 
To  sing  the  songs  our  fathers  sang 

In  days  of  auld  lang  syne. 

We've  passed  through  many  varied  scenes, 

Since  youth's  unclouded  day  ; 
And  friends,  and  hopes,  and  happy  dreams. 

Time's  hand  has  swept  away ; 
And  voices  that  once  joined  with  ours. 

In  days  of  auld  lang  syne, 
Are  silent  now,  and  blend  no  more 

In  songs  of  auld  lang  syne. 

Here  we  have  met,  here  we  may  part 

To  meet  on  earth  no  more ; 
And  we  n-\-\y  never  s\t\^  again 

The  cherished  souths  of  yore; 
The  sacred  songs  our  fathers  sang, 

In  days  of  auld  lang  syne; 
We  may  not  meet  to  sing  again 

The  songs  of  auld  lang  syne. 

But  when  we've  crossed  the  sea  of  life. 
And  reach  the  heav'nly  shore, 

We'll  sing  the  son^^s  our  fathers  sing. 

Transcending^  those  of  yore; 
We'll  meet  to  sin^r  diviner  strains 

Than  those  of  auld  lang  syne; 
Immortal  songs  of  praise  unknown 

In  days  of  auld  lang  syne. 
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Among  the  many  Letters  received  from  former  teachers 
and  students,  the  following  have  been  selected  as  having 
historical  or  biographical  interest. 


Little  Boards  Head,  Nbw  Haupshirb. 

Mr.  Geo.  F.  Dow,  July  14, 1897, 

Com.  Topsfield  Historical  Socie^. 

Dear  Sir>^  am  in  receipt  of  your  kind  favor  of  the  loth 
inst.,  inviting  me  to  be  present  at  the  reunion  of  the  teachers 
and  stuck-nts  of  Topsficld  Academy.  I  regret  to  say,  it  will 
not  be  practicable  for  me  to  he  present  on  that  interesting 
occasion.  The  year  ending  55  years  ago,  which  I  passed  as 
Principal  of  the  Academy,  is  one  full  of  pleasant  memories. 
Among  the  students,  there  were  many  young  men  and 
young  women,  who  went  forth  to  occupy  important  and 
useful  stations  in  life.  Among  others.  Orne  and  Bomer ; 
the  former  died  yoimtj,  the  latter  became  a  siicces5?ful  phy- 
sician in  Ipswich,  Massachusetts,  and  died  respected  and 
honored  in  the  middle  of  a  promising  career;  Augustus 
Perkins,  now  in  full  practice  in  the  medical  profession  in 
the  city  of  Boston;  Bartlett,  for  some  years  a  successful 
physician,  later  engaged  in  business,  now  residing  in  Brook- 
line,  Massachusett.s,  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  well  earned 
otium  cutn  digttitate  \  Gould,  many  years  an  able  and  ac- 
complished teacher,  and  afterward  a  merchant  in  the  city  of 
Boston.  There  were  others  of  whose  career  I  know  less; 
John  Friend  is  remembered  for  his  marvellous  ability  in 
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mnthcmatics.  There  were  Ives,  and  Rccd,  and  Bradstreett 
and  Rup^gles,  all  loyal  and  devoted  students. 

I  rcL^ict  deeply  that  I  shall  not  he  able  to  be  with  you  at 
the  reunion.  But  my  heart  and  sympathies  will  be  there, 
and  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  occasion  will  be  one  of  great 
satisfaction  and  pleasure. 

Believe  me  very  truly  yours, 

Edmund  F.  Slafter. 


Waterloo,  Iowa,  July  22,  1897. 

Mr.  Geo.  Frs.  Dow, 

Dear  SiV."— Your  note  of  request  that 
I  furnish  some  remihiscences  of  TopsBeld  Academy,  for  the 
reunion,  on  Aticf.  T2.  was  duly  rccoivcil.  My  introduction  to 
Topsfield  Academy  was  in  the  spring  of  1830. 

Prineipal  Vosc  was  a  man  of  forty-five  or  fifty  years,  I 
judge,  and  Miss  Ann  Cofran,  the  Preceptress,  of  perhaps 
thirty-five  or  forty  years.  They  were  both  very  sedate,  and 
very  devout,  and  the  religious  character  of  the  school  was  aU 
ways  prominent. 

The  yotm^^  p^cntlemen  occupied  the  lower,  and  the  young 
ladies  the  upper  room;  but  at  nioininir  and  evening  prayers, 
rhetorical  exercises,  etc.,  ail  went  into  the  upper  room,  which 
was  divided  strictly  by  an  invisible,  but  effective  line  between 
the  two  sexes.  If  there  was  any  whispering  or  noise  in 
prayer  time,  Mr.  Vose  could,  with  great  facility,  open  his 
eyes  and  look  around  the  room,  without  interrupting^  the 
thread  of  his  i)ctition.  But  the  j^eneral  decorum  of  the 
scliool  was  good,  and  he  was  seldom  disturbetl  in  this  way. 
1  hough  he  was  a  college  graduate,  and  an  A,  M.,  Mr.  Vose 
was  not  a  very  thorough  scholar,  especially  in  Latin. 

In  his  Latin  class  were  the  late  Rev.  Josiah  Peabody,  mis> 
'  nary  to  Persia,  and  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Peabody,  Professor  of 
.  Latin  in  Amherst  College,  where  he  died  in  less  than  a  year 
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after  his  in.mj^itration.  They  frequently  had  occasion  to  ask 
some  tjuestion  about  the  lesson,  which  the  teacher  generally 
informed  them  he  would  "look  up,"  but  which  the  pupils  sel- 
dom, ii  ever,  heard  of  again. 

I  believe  I  was  something  of  a  favorite  with  Mr.  Vose ;  for 
he  used  to  call  on  me  frequently  to  hear  a  class  recite,  and  to 
help  him  in  other  ways.  He  had  one  particularly  fractious 
boy,  whom  he  often  found  it  diflictilt  to  manage.  The  mast- 
er was  not  a  very  i^enial  man,  and  was,  by  nature,  quick  tem- 
pered, which  made  it  all  the  more  difficult  for  him  to  get  on 
pleasantly  with  the  aforesaid  boy.  On  one  occasion,  the  lad 
was  unusually  obstinate,  and  I  was  placed  in  the  seat  behind 
him  to  watch  and  guard  him.  He  was  still  much  more  in- 
clined to  have  his  own  way  than  to  yield  to  authority;  and 
when  tlie  Princijial  came  to  casti;^'ate  hini,  he  rose  up,  with  a 
;  ruler  in  his  hand,  to  strike  back,  and  might  have  dealt  the 

harder  blow  of  the  two,  if  I  had  not  caught  his  hand  and  re- 
strained him. 

I  ^  At  another  time,  the  boy  was  outside  the  house  and  re- 

j  fused  to  come  in  at  the  bidding  of  the  master;  when  we  were 

reqiiircd  to  bring  him  in  by  main  strength.  The  boy  started 
at  the  top  of  his  speed,  antl  we  .ifter  him,  and  were  oljliged 
to  take  him  by  his  arms  and  legs,  and  force  him  into  the  hall 
of  learning.  It  did  not  take  me  fifty  years  to  decide,  that  this 
sort  of  pedagogy  had  entirely  too  much  of  the  corporeal  in  it, 
and  that  it  was  about  as  much  of  a  punishment  to  the  boys 
who  caught  tlie  rogue,  as  to  him  who  was  eauj^lit.  That  in- 
tractable boy  is  now,  I  learn,  a  practisiiiL^  lawyer  in  Boston. 

But  in  spite  of  these  unpleasant  incidents,  the  jrcncral  drift 
of  things  at  the  Academy  was  pleasant  and  profitable.  The 
instruction  was  not  of  a  high  order,  as  compared  with  the 
present  standard  in  academies  and  high  schools ;  but  it  was 
much  better  than  nothing,  and  prepared  the  way  for  higher 
and  better  things.  There  were  certainly  some  very  choice 
spirits  in  Topsfield  Academy,  at  the  time  of  which  I  am  writ- 
ing, especially  in  the  upper  room,  with  whom  we  were  al- 
lowed to  have  but  little  intercourse.  Out  of  school  hours  we 
were  more  free  and  familiar,  and  when  we  met  to  sing,  and 
to  prepare  for  e.vhibition,  at  the  close  of  the  term,  we  were 
quite  social.   The  program,  on  one  of  these  occasions,  was 
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a  very  choice  one,  and  1  distinctly  remember  some  of  the 
themes,  and  who  wrote  tipon  them.  My  own  was  the  very 
poetical  one  of  "SeU-knovvledge,"  founded  on  Pope's  taunliar 
line,  "Man,  know  thyself,  all  wisdom  centres  here,"  and 
was  treated  in  the  pompous  style  of  the  famous  "Essay  on 
Man."  One  of  the  young  ladies  had  for  a  motto,  the  pensive 
but  beautiful  lines  of  Goldsmith 

"Vain,  very  vain,  my  weary  search  to  find 
The  bliss  which  centers  onlv  in  the  mind." 

Some  of  our  rides  and  rambles  on  Saturday  afternoons, 
over  the  hills  and  throufjh  tlic  valleys,  were  charming,  and 
retain  their  delectable  fragrance  as  fresh  as  ever.  Several  of 
those  who  shared  them  have  pone  to  join  the  majority, — 
penetrare  ad plures^  even  in  i'lutarch's  time, — but  some  re- 
main, whom  it  would  be  a  pleasure  to  greet,  if  such  a  pleasure 
were  permitted.  I  may  be  permitted  to  name  especially, 
among  the  living,  the  venerable  and  honored  Prof.  E.  D. 
Sanborn,  of  Dartmouth  Collef,fe,  Rev.  George  Hood,  and 
Rev.  Benjamin  How,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ezra  Towne,  of  Topsfield, 
Mrs.  Clara  VV.  Rose,  and  Mrs.  P'liza  F.  Stone,  of  Salem, 
Mrs.  Catharine  W.  Cook,  of  Andover,  Mrs.  Susan  N.  Tenncy, 
of  Georgetown,  and  others.  One  of  the  "others,"  Mrs.  H, 
N.  Black,  of  Danvers,  I  had  the  singular  pleasure  of  meeting, 
two  years  ago,  at  the  house  of  her  sister,  in  the  city  where  I 
reside,  whom  I  had  not  seen  for  almost  fifty  years.  We  were 
seated  together  at  the  head  of  the  table,  of  course,  as  the 
oldest  of  the  company,  though  it  did  not  seem  to  us,  that 
day,  that  we  were  very  old,  as  indeed  we  are  not.  It  was  a 
rare  treat  to  run  over  the  names  and  history  of  those  who 
were  young,  and  full  of  hope,  when  we  were  also  young, 
some  of  whom  are  now  gone  to  the  other  side  of  the  river. 


"My  eyes  are  dim  with  childish  tears; 

M\'  heart  is  idh'  stirred. 
For  the  same  sound  is  in  my  ears. 
Which  in  those  days  I  heard. 
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Thus  fares  it  still  in  our  decay, 

And  yet  the  wiser  mind 
Mourns  less  for  what  age  takes  away, 
Than  what  it  leaves  behind. 

But  we  are  pressed  by  heavy  laws, 

And  often, — glad  no  more,^ 
We  wear  a  face  of  joy,  because 

We  have  been  glad  of  yore." 

» 

I  hope  and  trust  you  will  have  a  pleasant  and  profitable 
time  at  the  reunion,  and  would  remain, 

Very  truly  yours, 

M.  K.  Cross. 


The  Chelsea. 
222  W.  Twenty-Third  Sl,  New  York, 
Mr.  Geo.  Frs.  Dow,  and  Aug.  3,  '97. 

Committee  of  the  Topsfield  Historical  Society, 

Gentlemen:— KV^ovi^  I  have  not  received  from  you  a  cir- 
cular concerning  the  coming  celebration  of  Topsfield  Acade- 
my, I  have  seen  one  addressed  to  my  brother,  Julius  A. 
Palmer,  of  Boston,  and  I  take  the  libcrt\'  to  write  to  you 
concerning  my  brief  connection  with  the  time  honored  insti- 
tution which  you  represent. 

I  think  it  was  about  the  year  1846,  that  I  was  a  pupil  at 
the  Academy  for  a  period  of  six  weeks.  It  was  in  the 
spring,  I  am  not  sure  of  the  year.  I  remember  the  names  of 
two  of  my  companions  at  the  Academy,  one  was  Cyrus 
Killam,  who  afterwards  had  his  name  changed,  by  Act  of 
General  Court,  to  Bartlett.  his  mother's  name.  He  became 
Dr.  Bartlctt.  w.is  with  Dr.  Karle,  as  Assistant  Superintendent 
of  Insane  Asylum,  at  Northampton.  Mass..  <iiul  afterward 
Superintendent,  Insane  Asylum,  St.  I'eter,  Minnesota.  He 
was  of  Boxford.    Another  was  Wm.  Augustus  Herrick,  of 
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Boxford,  afterwards,  for  many  years,  a  Boston  lawyer.  My 

famil}'  lived  in  Boston  and  Boxford. 

At  the  lime  when  I  E^Ucndccl  the  Ac.uleniy,  I  Ihed  with 
my  grandfather,  Major  Jacob  IVabody,  at  lioxford,  E.  Parish. 
I  usually  rode  to  Topsfield  in  the  morning  and  walked  back 
to  Boxford  in  the  afternoon.  I  rode  on  the  Haverhill  and 
Salem  Stage  Coach,  driven  h\-  Mr.  PSnkham  and  Mr.  Hil* 
Hard.  The  teacher's  name  I  do  not  remember,  but  I  liked 
him.  He  had  about  40  pupils,  but  reccivinfjf  a  call  to  a 
larger  field,  he  left  us,  and  the  Academy  was  abruptly  closed, 
much  to  my  icgrct. 

I  am.  dear  sirs,  very  truly  yours, 

Jacob  P.  Palmer. 


53  Leonard  St.,  New  York. 
Mr.  Geo.  Fr.  Dow,  Com.  Aug.  9th,  1897. 

Dtar  Sir: — I  regret  that  imperative  engagements  pre- 
vent my  attendance  at  the  reunion  of  the  Academy  scholars, 
on  the  1 2th. 

^'e>ur  invitation  brings  back  a  flood  of  memories,  and  a 

lon,L;in[^  to  sec,  once  again,  those  wliosc  names  arc  familiar, 
but  \\  honi  I  have  met  very  seldom,  if  iil  all.  in  these  loni;  forty 
years.  In  infrequent  visits  to  my  native  town  uf  Hoxford, 
I  always  look  from  the  train  to  see  the  old  Academy  build- 
ing, and  wonder  if  its  interior  is  still  as  familiar  as  its  out- 
ward identity. 

Very  heartily,  I  send  an  individual  greeting  to  each  of  my 
old  schoolmates,  wishini::  ^^or  the  privilege  of  lookinj^  again 
into  the  faces  which  the  )'ears  must  have  changed  as  much 
as  they  have  changed  mine.  I  wish  more  heartily  that  the 
paths  which  have  been  so  strange ;  and  so  different ;  and 
so  separated ;  may  all  enter  at  last,  "into  the  everlasting 
kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Savior,  Jesus  Christ"  *«The  wish 
came— it  hath  passed  into  a  prayer," 

Sincerely  yours, 

M.  H.  DORMAK. 
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Mannheim,  Germany. 

Aug.  2,  1897. 

TopsFiELD  Historical  Society: — 

I  have  just  received  your  kind  invitation,  to  be  present  at 
the  reunion  of  the  Teachers  and  Students,  on  the  I2th  inst. 
I  should  gladly  like  to  be  with  you,  and  grasp  the  hands  of 

friends  of  long  years  acijo.  and  review  aj^ntn  the  scenes  to 
which  I  often  fondly  rc\  ert.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  be 
with  you,  but  1  wish  you  a  hearty  good  time,  and  Topsfield 
Academy — may  it  long  live  and  prosper. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Myron  R.  Hutchinson. 


Letters  were  also  received  from  Rev.  Charles  M.  Pierce, 
of  Auburn,  Mass.;  Rev.  Georp^e  liardy.  of  Sanquoit.  N.  Y. ; 
Rev.  Hiram  B  Putnam,  of  Dcrry,  N.  11.;  Daniel  S.  Balch, 
of  Lyons.  Iowa ;  Samuel  L.  Sawyer,  of  Danvers,  Mass. ;  Mrs. 
Sarah  (McMillan)  Parsons,  of  Derry,  N.  H.;  Rev.  A.  B. 
Peabody,  of  Boxborough,  Mass. ;  Dean  Peabody,  Esq.,  of 
Lynn,  Mass.,  and  many  others. 


V 


A  BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  OF 
DR.  ROYAL  A.  MERJUAM. 

BY  JUSTIN  ALLEN,  U.  D. 


Among  the  subjects  proper  to  be  considered  by  a  local 
historical  societ)',  that  of  the  old-time  country  physician 
occupies  a  prominent  place.  He  was  an  important  person- 
age in  the  town.  Great  responsibilities  rested  upon  him. 
Vast  interests  depended  upon  his  wise  and  judicious  action. 
The  health  and  lives  of  the  people  were  committed  to  his 
hands.  From  the  beginning  of  one's  eardily  existence  to 
its  close,  the  physician  was  looked  to.  to  preserve  life  and 
health,  to  ward  off  disease,  to  relieve  the  sick  when  disease 
bad  fastened  upon  him.  to  soothe  and  comfort  when  medical 
art  failed,  and  to  stand  by  at  the  last  and  administer  what- 
ever help  was  in  his  power.  Through  infancy,  childhood, 
manhood,  and  age,  it  was  the  part  of  the  physician  to  safe- 
guard the  lives  and  health  of  the  people  among  whom  he 
lived. 

In  the  eighteenth  century  and  in  \ho  early  part  of  the 
present  century,  the  medical  profession  was,  as  has  been  well 
described,  a  ''conscientious  vocation,"  and  less  a  business 
or  trade  than  in  later  times.  The  physician  was  held  in  high 
esteem  and  occupied  a  high  social  position  in  society.  He 
was  considered  a  learned  and  enlif^htened  member  of  the 
communit)'  and  was  respected  as  such.  He  had  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people  among  whom  he  labored,  who  trusted  in 
his  skill  and  gave  him  their  support  and  gratitude,  lie 
mingled  with  the  people  more  than  any  other  person,  was 
present  at  all  seasons  that  make  up  the  varied  experiences 
of  life,  participated  in  their  joys,  and  sympathized  with 
them  in  their  sorrows. 
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It  is  the  purpose  of  this  sketch  to  give  the  salient  features 
in  the  life  of  Dr.  Royal  A.  Merriam,  who  was  a  native  of 
this  village  and  who  spent  llic  most  of  his  life  in  this  com- 
munity as  a  practicin}^  ph\-.sician.  The  data  from  which  to 
prepare  the  paper  are  not  as  full  as  could  be  desired,  espe- 
cially those  relating  to  his  early  history,  and  therefore  it 
must  necessarily  be  imperfect 

Dr.  Mci  nam  came  of  good  stock,  the  Merriam  family  of 
Concord,  Mass.  Joseph  Merriam  was  the  first  inhabitant 
of  that  name  and  evidently  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the 
town  I  hc  ancestry  of  the  family  has  been  traced  back  to 
Wiliiain  Merriam,  of  Kentstine,  in  England,  who  was  born 
about  1 580,  and  died  in  1635  in  his  native  land.  William's 
three  sons,  Joseph,  George,  and  Robert,  came  to  New  Eng- 
land and  settled  in  Concord  in  1636. 

The  Tfipsficld  family  trace  their  descent  from  Joseph 
Merriam,  the  emi<;rant.  1  he  linearfc  runs  thus: — Joseph 
Merriam'  ;  John  Merriam*,  born  1641  ;  John  Merriam',  born 
1666;  John  Merriam*,  born  1692  ;  John  Merriam',  born  1719- 
20  O.S. ;  John  Merriam*,  born  1758;  Royal  A.  Merriam^ 
bom  1786.  Dr.  Merriam's  mother.  Hannah  Jones  Merriam, 
was  a  descendant  of  Nathaniel  Jones,  of  an  old  and  respect- 
ed family  of  Middlesex  County. 

Dr.  John  Merriam,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
studied  medicine  in  Charlton  and  was  licensed  to  practice  by 
the  Medical  Association  of  Worcester  County.  He  married 
Hannah  Jones,  of  Charlton,  "a  help-meet  true",  as  records 
say,  Sept.  23,  1782,  the  marriage  ceremony  being  performed 
by  the  Rev.  Joshua  Johnson,  of  Woodstock,  Conn.  He  came 
to  Topsftcld  and  established  himself  in  practice  Dec.  1783. 
March  31,  1784,  he  bought  of  Daniel  Hood,  a  house-wright 
by  trade,  the  house  where  Mr.  Hood  lived,  known  to  a  past 
generation  as  the  residence  of  the  late  Maj.  Nathaniel 
Conant,  where  he  took  up  his  residence. 

Feb.  11,1 796,  Dr.  Merriam  purchased  of  Thomas  Foster, 
a  farmer  of  Topsfield.  12.'  acres  of  land  at  the  corner  of 
Ipswich  and  Haverhill  Streets,  extending  back  to  the  Batch- 
elder  farm.  On  this  spot  he  erected  the  house  that  stands 
there  at  the  present  time.  The  house  was  probably  built 
soon  after  the  purchase  of  the  site,  for  he  sold  the  Conant 
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house,  Oct.  9,  1797.  to  Daniel  Perkins,  a  resident  of  Salem. 

Dr.  John  Merriam  was  well  prepared  for  the  work  of  his 
profession,  as  the  times  then  were.    His  medical  library  was 

large  for  those  days.  From  entries  mn(!e  in  his  own  hand- 
writing in  books  of  his  library,  it  would  appear  that  bis 
studies  preparatory  to  the  study  of  medicine  were  consider- 
able, and  that  he  had  some  knowledge  of  Latin.  There  is 
no  record  of  his  school  days,  but  it  may  be  presumed  that 
he  had  the  advantages  that  other  young  men  enjoyed.  He 
might  have  received  instruction  from  an  educated  man,  be* 
fore  taking  up  his  medical  studies.  From  what  wc  learn  of 
him  it  is  certain  that  he  stood  high  as  a  medical  practitioner, 
and  that  he  had  the  respect  of  his  patrons  and  of  the  com- 
munity in  <^eneral.  He  had  a  large  practice,  that  extended 
into  the  adjoinint;  towns. 

As  was  often  the  case  in  those  days,  with  liic  coun- 
try physician,  he  gave  some  attention  to  the  cultivation  of 
the  land.  He  acquired  property  and  left  a  considerable 
estate,  and  a  name  that  has  been  handed  down  with  respect 

Dr.  Merriam  died  of  consumption,  Nov.  21,  1 81 7,  at  the 
age  of  59  years. 

Dr.  Royal  A.  Merriam  was  born  in  the  Conant  house, 
Jan.  30th,  1786.  There  is  little  to  be  found  on  record  of  his 
early  life.  But  we  can  easily  conceive  of  him  in  his  boy- 
hood and  youth  as  taking  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the 
small  farm,  assisting  in  the  care  of  the  animals,  preparing 
the  ground  in  spring-time,  for  the  seed,  planting,  cultivating 
the  growing  crops,  and  harvesting.  Robust,  strong,  and 
athletic,  he  took  part  in  the  sports  of  the  time.  The  bicy- 
cle, polo,  and  the  ])seudo-chase  were  unknown  in  his  youth, 
but  ball  playing,  coasting  and  skating  were  practiced.  It  is 
known  that  he  was  an  expert  skater  and  excelled  in  the  more 
difficult  manoeuvres  of  the  sport.  There  is  nothing  definite 
on  record  in  relation  to  his  early  school  days.  Doubdess 
he  attended  the  centre  school  and  there  learned  the  rudi- 
ments of  the  branches  taught  in  the  common  schools. 

He  might  have  received  instruction,  preparatory  for  col- 
Icc^c,  from  his  father,  who,  ns  we  have  seen,  was  qualified  to 
gi\L'  it; — or  from  Jacob  Kimball,  a  colle»j^e  graduate,  who 
taueht  the  centre  school,  and  who  appears  to  have  been  an 
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intimate  friend  of  the  family; — or,  he  might  have  studied 

with  Mr.  Huntin^'ton,  the  minister  of  the  place,  as  it  was 
common  in  those  days  for  the  clergyman  of  the  parish  to 
prepare  young  men  for  college.  He  attended  school  in  a 
neighboring  town,  probably  Andover,  for  how  long  a  time  is 
unknown,  where  he  could  see  the  steeple  of  the  Topsfield 
church  in  his  walks  upon  a  hill  near  by. 

Dr.  Merriam  entered  Dartmouth  College  in  the  freshman 
year  of  1804-5.  He  grndiiatcd  in  1808.  Nothing  further 
can  be  [,n\en  of  his  residence  at  Hano\er,  unless  we  except 
a  letter  from  his  mother,  written  in  1805,  in  which  she  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  he  would  "always  pursue  the  ways  of 
virtue  and  holiness,  and  make  such  improvements  in  his 
studies  as"  would  **render  him  a  useful  member  of  society." 

Amonj:^  his  teachers  at  Dartmouth,  were  the  President  of 
the  colle^^e.  Rev.  John  VVheelock,  S.  T.  D.,  LL.  D.,  an  able 
man,  possessing  marked  trails  of  character  in  various  ways , 
and  the  learned  and  scholarly  Roswell  Shurtleff,  S.  T.  D. 

Francis  Brown,  President  of  the  college  from  1 81 5  until  his 
death  in  1820,  was  a  tutor  when  Merriam  was  a  student;— 
distinguished  for  genius,  character  and  culture,  as  was  also 
Frederick  Hall.  M.  D.,  I.T..  D.,  afterwards  a  professor  of 
Mathematics  and  Natural  i^hilosophy,  and  a  college  presi- 
dent. 

His  class  numbered  forty,  of  whom  three  became  mem- 
bers of  Congress ;  namely,  Ichabod  Bartlett,  Isaac  Fletcher, 
and  George  Grennell.  Four  w  ere  physicians ;  seven,  cler- 
gymen; and  of  lawyers,  a  much  larp^er  number. 

As  a  youn^  man's  acc|iiaintances  and  associates  hn\-e  an 
educational  influence  upon  him,  it  may  not  be  inappropriate 
to  mention  some  members  of  other  classes  whom  he  must 
have  known  more  or  less  intimately:  Richard  Fletcher  and 
Matthew  Harvey,  distinguished  lawyers  and  jurists  ;  Lemuel 
U.  Arnold,  Albion  K.  Parris,  and  Levi  Woodbury,  Gov- 
ernors of  States,  the  latter  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  of  the 
'1  reasury ;  Georpje  Ticknor,  author  of  the  History  of  Spanish 
Literature;  Amos  Kendall,  Postmaster-General;  and  Joel 
Parker,  of  N.  H.,  and  Ether  Shepley.  of  Maine,  each  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  their  respective  States. 
Judge  Cummins,  of  Topsfield,  was  in  college  wtth  him,  grad- 
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uating  in  1806.  It  would  appear  that  he  availed  himself  of 
all  the  op])c)rtuiiities  offered  in  his  day  for  a  medical  educa- 
tion. The  son  of  a  physician  in  active  practice  he  could 
not  fail  to  profit  by  the  association.  He  studied  medicine 
at  the  Dartmouth  Medical  School,  under  Dr.  Nathan  Soiidi, 
the  founder  of  the  school,  one  of  the  most  eminent  medical 
men  of  his  time.  He  saw  something  in  a  medical  way  of 
the  no  less  distinguished  Dr.  Reuben  D.  Mussey,  of  both  of 
whom  I  used  to  hear  him  speak.  lie  received  from  his  alma 
viater  the  degree  of  M.  B.,  in  1811,  and  that  of  M.  D..  in 
1820.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Mass.  Medical  Society 
in  1832.  In  Jan..  181 2,  Dr.  Merriam  commenced  tlic  prac- 
tice of  medicine  in  Middleton.  While  in  Middleton  he 
made  friendships  that  lasted  during  his  life.  He  had  con- 
siderable practice  there,  especially  in  typhoid  fever.  In  1813 
he  returned  to  Topsfield.  His  short  stay  in  Middleton  is 
easily  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  his  father  was  in  fail- 
incf  health,  and  had  been  somewhat  of  an  invalid  for  some 
years.  He  continued  here  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
from  181 3  to  1823. 

Looking  for  a  larger  field  of  action  he  went  to  MarWe- 
head>  where  he  established  himself  and  remained  nine  years. 
The  old  residents  of  Marbleheadp  who  remember  him,  speak 
of  him  in  high  terms  of  respect. 

Returning  to  his  native  town  in  1832,  he  occupied  the 
house  where  he  ever  afterward  lived.  He  loved  and  was 
greatly  attached  to  his  native  town.  When  living  in  other 
places  he  always  looked  to  Topsfield  as  his  home;  and 
although  he  was  pleasantly  situated  in  Marblehead,  lie  did 
not  feel  at  home  there,  and  when  he  became  settled  in 
Topsfield,  he  was  most  happ)  in  the  change.  He  was  fav- 
orably received  by  the  people  and  entered  upon  a  good 
practice 

This  narrative  of  Dr.  Merriam  would  not  be  complete 
without  allusion  to  his  sister,  Almira  Merriam.  She  made 
their  home  pleasant  and  attractive  and  contributed  to  his 
comfort  and  enjoyment  while  she  lived.  A  close  friendship 
existed  between  the  brother  and  sister.  She  was  a  woman 
who  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  for  her  virtues  and 
estimable  traits  of  character.   She  had  a  cultivated  nAxAr' 
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was  a  fine  writer  and  possessed  no  inconsiderable  share  of 
literary  ability  as  her  letters  extant  will  testify.  She  died 
of  consumption  early  in  the  year  1839. 

Dr.  Merriam  married  Adeline,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
Marsh,  of  Newbuyport,  atN.,  March  12th,  1839.  Mrs.  Mer* 
riam  was  a  most  estimable  woman,  possessing  all  the  traits 
of  character  that  to  adorn  a  life  of  tiseftilncss  and  high 
endeavor.  Of  their  two  sons,  Sidney  A.  (Dart.,  1861  )  died 
in  1876,  unmarried.  Arthur  M.  is  a  resident  of  Manchester, 
Mass.  A  grandson,  Arthur,  continues  the  name  in  the  ninth 
generation. 

Dr.  Merriam  came  upon  the  stage  of  action  when  the 
medical  delusions  and  superstitions  of  the  dark  ages  were 
givinj^  place  to  scientific  teachinpf.  Bishop  Berkeley's  tar 
water,  Perkins'  tractors,  the  jaw  bone  of  a  dog  for  hydro- 
phobia, were  exploded  as  specific  remedies.  Theory  was 
losing  its  hold  upon  medical  thought  Observation  was 
coming  to  the  front  as  the  proper  means  preliminary  to  a 
rational  treatment  of  disease.  The  Doctor  had  had  the  best 
teaching  of  the  day.  His  librar}'  was  well  supi)lied  with 
standard  works,  such  as  the  writings  of  Sir  Astley  Cooper, 
Laenncc,  Abcrnethy,  Brodie,  Bichat.  Louis,  and  volumes  of 
a  later  date  as  ihey  were  published.  The  New  England 
Magazine  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  from  1 812  to  1828,  in 
bound  volumes,  was  a  part  of  his  library  that  has  been  pre- 
served. These  works  have  important  passages  marked* 
showing  that  they  were  carefully  read  and  studied. 

As  far  as  authentic  evidence  goes,  we  may  conclude  that  ' 
he  was  well  equipped  for  the  practice  of  his  profession  as  it 
existed  in  the  first  half  of  the  present  century. 

He  practiced  extensively  in  Topsfield  and  in  neighboring 
towns.  In  his  relations  wtdi  the  sick  he  brought  a  scrupu- 
lous regard  for  his  professional  duties  and  responsibilities. 
In  the  care  and  treatment  of  his  patients  he  carefully  inves- 
tigated the  disease,  and  formed  his  opinions  deliberately  and 
with  confidence  in  his  conclusions.  That  confidence  was 
reciprocated  by  those  who  entrusted  their  bodily  interests 
to  his  care a  general  good  understanding  between  physi> 
cian  and  patient  was  the  result. 

Sui^ery  was  his  specialty.   He  attended  the  cases  of 
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surji^cry  that  ttf^tinlly  occttr  in  j^eneral  practice  and  performed 
the  more  important  operations,  as  the  amputation  of  limbs 
and  operations  for  cataract.  He  proceeded  in  an  operation 
with  self-possession,  calmly,  without  apparent  excitement  or 
emotion.  Some  lookers-on  unused  to  sights  in  surgery- 
might  have  tiiought  him  harsh,  but  without  suflScient  reason 
therefor. 

His  deportment  in  the  sick  room  was  dignified,  calm,  and 
cheerful.  He  was  kind  and  sympathetic: — his  demeanor 
and  courtly  bearing  such  as  to  command  respect,  and  in- 
spire confidence  in  his  ministrations.  His  cheerful  manner 
and  encouraging  words  raised  the  spirits  of  the  sick,  and 
hope  took  the  place  of  despondency,  which  is  often  more 
conducive  than  drugs  to  the  well-being  of  the  patient.  The 
saying  of  the  wise  man  mij^dit  ha\  c  been  applied  to  him  :  — 
"a  merry  heart  doeth  good  like  a  medicine."  i  he  encour- 
agement that  he  gave  his  patients  and  the  inspiration  of 
hope,  were  important  aids  to  carry  them  through  a  severe 
and  protracted  sickness.  He  recognized  the  fact  that  hope 
acted  as  a  stimulus  in  restoring  the  sufferer  to  health.  He 
believed  in  the  modern  doctrine  of  the  "vta  me(i/ii'titrix  na- 
turae;"— the  agency  of  the  vital  powers  to  throw  off  disease 
and  restore  the  system  to  its  normal  healthful  condition. 
In  this  he  was  in  advance  of  the  medical  opinion  of  his  time. 

He  was  interested  in  his  patients  and  felt  the  responsi- 
bility  of  his  position  as  a  medical  attendant; — and  pos- 
sessed, in  a  hiL,di  dc]:^rce,  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the 
families  among  whom  he  practiced.  His  j)atrons,  of  whom 
some  remain,  have  been  wuat  to  speak  of  him  in  terms  of 
respect,  and  expressive  of  their  appreciation  of  his  medical  skill. 

He  made  no  lavish  use  of  drugs.  The  liberal  use  of 
active  remedies,  that  was  considered  legitimate  and  Indis- 
pensable  in  his  early  life,  was  not  followed  by  him,  at  least  in 
his  later  years.  And  althou^^h  he  did  not  discountenance  a 
proper  measure  of  medication  as  occasion  required,  he  could 
carry  in  his  vest  pocket  all  the  remedies  he  deemed  suffi- 
cient, ordinarily,  to  prescribe.  He  remarked  to  me  that  he 
could  meet  the  ordinary  requirements  of  practice,  with  four 
articles,  namely: — Calomel,  Antimony,  Opium,  and  Iron  or 
Peruvian  Bark.   In  the  treatment  of  disease  and  in  the  care 
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of  the  sick  he  exercised  sound  common  sense,  which  is  often 
of  more  practical  use  than  drugs. 

An  incident  of  his  professional  career  was  the  having 
medical  students, — who  read  his  books,  accompanied  hiai  in 
his  rounds,  and  listened  to  his  observations  upon  disease,— 
thereby  acquiring  knowledge  and  training  to  enter  upon  the 
work  of  their  profession. 

Dr.  Merriam's  attention  was  not  confined  to  medicine  ex- 
clusively. He  was  interested  in  public  affairs,  and  active  as 
a  public  man,  holding;  offices  of  trust  in  the  town,  and  as  a 
nieinbt-r  of  associations,  industrial,  philanthropic,  and  social, 
lie  was  olten  called  to  serve  the  town,  probably  no  citizen 
more  often,  in  various  trusts.  He  held  the  offices  of  Select- 
man, Overseer  of  the  Poor,  School  Teacher,  School  Com- 
mittee, and  Superintendent  of  Scho<^s,  and  was  selected  to 
serve  on  committees  in  the  more  important  crises  of  town 
affairs. 

He  was  elected  twenty-two  years  a  member  of  the  school 
committee,  and  probably  always  its  chairman,  excepting 
when  he  served  as  superintendent.  He  must  have  devoted 
considerable  time  and  thought  to  the  duties  of  the  office. 

All  accounts  give  evidence  of  his  interest  in  education, 
common  school,  and  academic.  When  the  Topsficld  Acad- 
emy was  founded  he  was  a  resident  of  Marblehead.  But 
he  came  up  from  Marblehead  and  was  present  at  the  house 
of  Jacob  Towne,  Esq..  the  evening  of  the  day  when  the 
trustees  met  to  elect  a  principal  of  the  Institution,  and  chose 
Mr.  Vose.  And  after  he  returned  to  reside  in  the  town,  a 
ivw  years  later,  he  had  the  Academy  much  upon  his  mind. 
lie  entertained  the  teacher,  and  sometimes  had  him  as  an 
inmate  of  his  family. 

From  the  annual  reports  of  the  school  committee,  when 
he  was  a  member,  doubtless  all  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Merriam, 
we  learn  the  history  of  the  schools;  his  views  on  their 
proper  management,  on  discipline,  absenteeism,  truancy, 
deportment,  the  duties  of  parents  in  relation  to  the  schools, 
as  well  as  his  style  of  writing.  Some  extracts  from  the  re- 
ports will  best  illustrate  his  views  upon  these  subjects.  It 
will  be  seen  that  he  was  not  backward  to  criticize,  to  observe 
and  name  faults  that  appeared,  and  to  refer  to  the  failings  of 
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scholars  and  teachers,  as  well  as  to  commend  their  good 

p<  >ints. 

Extracts  from  school  report  of  1838-9: — 

"The  committer  hnve  endeavored  to  follow  the  statute  as 
nearly  as  circii instances  would  allow,  by  visiting  and  exercis- 
ing such  supervision  as  the  law  enjoins.  In  these  visits  the 
majority  of  the  committee  have  been  (>resent  at  the  com* 
roencement  and  close  of  each  school,  and  once  or  more» 
about  the  middle  of  such  terms,  as  were  between  three  and 
four  months  in  length,  makinrr  their  visits  about  once  a 
month.  The  Summer  Schools,  tauqht  l)y  females,  ^avc  very 
general  satisfaction  to  Parents  and  Comiuiltee,  at  least  no 
complaints  of  dissatisfaction  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  Committee.  The  smaller  class  of  pupils,  taught  by  diem, 
gave  very  honorable  evidence  of  having  had  the  industry  and 
best  efforts  of  their  teachers.  Improvement  was  clearly  evi- 
dent in  each,  and  althoiifrh  tliere  mav  have  been  some  shades 
ol  difference,  yet  the  Committee  will  forbear  to  mark  any 
distinction." 

Winter  Schools. — The  Centre  School  **was  not  so  fully 
attended  as  in  years  previous,  there  being  a  private  Female 
School  kept  in  the  vicinity,  but  it  was  this  year  sufficienil\ 

large  for  one  Teacher  profitabl)"  to  attend  to.  This  School 
was  noted  for  the  i)r(>nii)tness  and  accuracy  with  which  they 
answered  questions  in  Arithmetic  and  Geography.  The  larger 
scholars  did  credit  to  themselves  and  Teacher.  The  Com- 
mittee noticed  with  great  pleasure  the  good  order  and  disci^ 
pline,  which  has  in  some  years  previous,  been  a  subject  of 
complaint.  There  was  no  marring  or  injury  done  to  the 
buildinf^'^,  not  even  a  pane  of  <;l.iss  broken  for  the  winter. 
The  coMiM  'U  courtesies  and  civilities  of  life  were  obscr\ eti  to 
have  received  attention  in  tiiis  schoqi,  which  was  very  agree- 
able to  the  committee,  and  they  think  if  they  were  more 
generally  taught  in  schools,  it  would  not  be  time  mis-spent. 
The  improvement  in  reading  and  writing  was  not  so  conspic- 
uous, althouc^h  some  very  honorable  exceptions  should  be 
m.if-le  in  botii  of  these  br.uiches,  and  as  a  whole,  the  com- 
mittee had  ri  ason  tu  be  satisfied  with  thi^  sciioul,'* 

The  North  School  "was  better  sustained,  as  regards  num- 
bers, than  in  former  years.   Answers  were  prompth'  and 
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readily  given  in  the  several  branches  of  stiid\',  nnd  there 
appeared  an  unusual  degree  of  intelligence  and  understanding, 
in  the  larger  scholars  of  this  school.  Some  specimens  of 
composition  and  elocution  were  given,  which  were  certainly 
not  discreditable  lor  first  efforts.  Arithmetic  was  the  branch 
in  which  the  older  boys  excelled,  and  Geography  and  Gram- 
mar, the  ^irls.  The  most  noticeable  defect  in  this  school 
was  of  voice  and  distinct  enunciation.    The  order  was  good." 

"The  Kast  School  commenced  with  very  flattering  pros- 
pects. At  the  fust  e.\auiination  the  school  was  unusually 
full,  35  in  number,  comprising  a  large  number  of  large 
scholars,  who  seemed  ardent  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge, 
but,  probably  owing  to  the  inexperience  of  the  Teacher,  • 
having  never  taught  before,  there  was  a  faibirc  in  a  perfect 
control  over  the  school.  Some  left  for  other  schools,  and 
other  large  scholars  left  because  they  did  not  feel  able  to 
spend  more  time,  and  at  the  last  examination  the  school  was 
very  small,  15  only  being  present.  The  committee  were 
satisfied  with  the  proficiency  of  those  that  were  present." 

"The  South  School  commenced  with  good  promise,  and 
was  well  sustained.  The  committee  had  no  hesitation  in 
pronouncing  their  full  and  unqualified  satisfaction  of  the 
progress  of  the  scholars,  in  all  the  various  branches  which 
had  been  attended  to,  and  gave  ample  evidence  of  the  indus- 
try and  faithfulness  of  the  Teacher.  The  school  excelled  in 
writing,  and  as  a  whole,  was  not  surpassed  by  any  other 
school  in  town." 

"The  schools,  as  a  whole,  have,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, made  improvement  on  former  years.  More  interest 
is  taken,  both  by  parents  and  scholars.  The  attendance  has 
been  better  than  in  years  past  The  scholars  are  not  so 
backward  in  attending  on  examination  days.  The  committee 
have  used  their  best  efforts  to  manage  such  attendance,  by 
treating  them  with  more  familiarity,  and  in  a  friendly  manner, 
and  are  very  happy  to  be  able  to  say,  that  their  efforts  have 
been  successful." 

From  Report  of  1842-3  :— ^ 

"Sept.  20. — ^Visited  Centre  School — 40  scholars.  The 
school  had  advanced  somewhat  on  former  visitations,  but  was 
not  what  it  ought  to  have  been.  There  was  too  much  evidence 
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that  ^ood  order  had  not  been  maintained.    There  was  a 

want  of  books,  partly  from  neglect,  not  having  them  at 

school,  and  partly  from  deficiency.   The  reading  was  bad, 

spelling  not  good ;  writing  bad  from  carelessness  and  a  want 

of  fitness  of  the  copies  given  them  by  the  teacher ;  arith-  ^ 

metic  not  f^ood ;  j^eography  and  histor)'-  pretty  j^ood.  One 

of  the  lar;^'cst  ijirls  in  school  was  idle  and   disobedient,  not 

heeding  the  orders  of  the  teacher.    The  teacher  appeared  to 

have  given  her  best  efforts  to  the  work  of  teaching,  but  her 

disposition  was  too  amiable  and  indulgent,  to  enforce  order 

and  obedience." 

North  School.  Winter  Term:  — 

••This  school  was  found  in  a  healthy  condition,  the  atten- 
tion and  order  were  good,  the  interest  between  the  teachers 
and  scholars  reciprocal.  There  was  no  appearance  of  special 
lessons  given  and  conned  for  the  occasion,  but  the  scholars 
were  questioned  promiscuously,  by  the  teacher,  in  the  ground 
they  had  passed  over  during  the  term.  Two  of  the  largest 
boys  were  an  honor  to  the  school,  did  thejii -selves,  the  school 
and  teacher,  great  credit,  and  if  they  contunie  to  *go  ahead'  V 
as  they  requested  in  the  examination,  they  will  make  orna- 
ments in  society*." 

East  School,  Winter  Term 

The  teacher  "had  given  very  general  satisfaction  ;  the  order 
and  attention  was  very  p^ood.  The  school  had  not  that 
lively  and  enci  j^^etic  asj)ect  that  is  desirable,  did  not  enunciate 
distinctly;  there  was  a  want  of  boldness  in  speaking;  many 
answers,  though  probably  correct,  were  not  distinctly  heard 
by  the  committee.  The  teacher,  though  a  very  estimable 
man,  is  not  quite  so  ready  in  communication  with  his  scholars 
as  is  desirable  for  an  apt  and  successful  teacher." 

South  School,  Summrr  Term  : — 

"Sept.  23. — Visitetl  South  School  for  the  last  time.  38 
scholars.  From  the  previous  visits  which  we  had  made  to 
this  school,  we  anticipated  a  good  deal  of  pleasure,  and  we 
were  not  disappointed.   On  entering  the  room,  at  this  visit, 

the  air  of  the  whole  school  breathed  forth  the  evidence  of  t 

olxdiciice,  industry  and  recijiioeal  love  between  the  teacher 
and  scholars.  A  larger  number  were  ])resent  than  we  had 
seen  before,  which  was  of  itself  evidence  that  they  were  not 
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afraid  of  the  committee,  but  were  willing  to  exhibit  the  re^ 
suits  of  their  labors.  There  was  a  t>etter  understanding  of 
studies  which  they  had  passed  over  than  wc  are  accustomed 
to  sec  in  !?ijch  yoiino  children.    They  had  not  been  allowed 

to  pass  over  a  lesson  till  they  had  mastered  it,  sometimes 
they  had  spent  a  week  on  the  same  lesson.  It  is  difficult  to 
particularize  where  all  the  branches  are  learnt  so  well.  It  is 
not  usual  to  see  writing  books  kept  so  free  from  blots  and 
marks,  and  so  much  effort  to  follow  the  copy,  as  was  exhib^ 
ited  by  their  manuscripts.  In  such  a  school,  where  all  was 
so  well,  it  is  unpleasant  to  mark  any  defects,  and  we  only 
say  that  they  would  have  appeared  better  still,  if  they  had 
raised  their  voices;  we  could  not  distinctly  hear  all  the  an- 
swers to  questions.'^ 

"The  committee  have  been  instrumental,  during  the  past 
year,  of  introducing  into  the  Centre,  North  and  East  Districts, 
the  School  Library,  publi'^hed  under  the  sanction  of  the 
Board  of  lulucation.  These  books  have  furnished  a  very 
profitable  source  of  instruction  and  entertainment,  to  both 
parents  and  children.  Although  these  libraries  were  fur- 
nished by  private  subscription,  yet  they  are  open  to  the  whole 
district,  and  have  given  very  general  satisfaction,  and  we  can* 
not  but  hope  that  the  South  district,  which  is  the  only  one 
unprovided,  will  yet  be  induced  to  follow  the  example,  by 
furnishinj:^  thcm?5e!ve«;  with  this  library,  or  some  other.  Books 
adapted  to  the  understanding  of  the  young  furnish  profitable 
subjects  for  conversation  and  reflection,  afford  pure  and 
chaste  language  for  the  expression  of  their  thoughts,  and 
would  serve  to  elevate  their  minds  above  the  disorganizing 
and  petty  strifes  of  seeinj^  who  should  rule  in  school,  the 
master  or  scholars.  The  mind  of  man  ami  child  is  so  consti- 
tuted, is  of  such  a  nature,  that  it  is  constantly  drinking  in 
and  appropriating  to  its  use,  either  for  good  or  evil,  whatever 
comes  within  its  reach.  Surround  it  with  good  principles, 
nourish  it  with  wholesome,  with  moral  and  scientific  food, 
and  it  will  exhibit  the  products  of  such  nourishment.  But 
feed  it  with  low  and  debasin<:j  thoughts,  schemes  and  plans, 
and  the  lenfitiniate  fruit  of  such  fi>od  will  certainly  show  itself 
in  the  conduct  and  character  of  the  future  life." 

Report  of  1852-3 : — 
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"We  have  seen  a  disposition  among  some  of  the  scholars, 
to  pursue  those  branches  of  science,  which  are  far  beyond 
their  capacity,  and  not  the  most  profitable  for  future  ti<^e  in 
their  business  lives.  Ornamental  branches  are  f^omctiinos 
pursued  bclore  the  more  substantial  and  useful  are  thoroughly 
understood.  Without  a  thorough  knowledge  of  a  subject  we 
cannot  practice  upon  and  use  it  with  safety,  either  to  our- 
selves or  those  with  whom  we  have  intercourse.  The  foun- 
dation of  a  btiildinc^  should  be  deeply  and  secureU'  laid  before 
wc  attempt  to  raise  thereon  a  superstructure,  and  especially 
before  wc  undertake  the  ornamental  parts  of  the  structure. 
Wc  should  learn  to  read,  write  and  cipher,  before  we  under- 
take to  declaim,  paint  or  make  astronomical  calculations. 

Reading  is  of  the  first  importance;  indeed,  we  have  but 
very  few  good  readers  among  us ;  readers  who  do  not  beg  to 
1m-  excused  when  called  upon  to  read  before  strangers. 
Reading  and  spelling;  siiould  be  attended  to  every  day.  from 
the  time  the  scholar  enters  school,  till  he  leaves,  until  he  can 
bring  his  manner  and  modulation  of  voice  to  be  so  much  like 
extemporaneous  speaking,  or  talking,  that  a  person  in  the 
next  room,  or  out  of  sight,  would  not  know  but  that  he  was 
talkinf^. 

Servile  imitation  of  others,  however  excellent,  should  be 
carefully  avoided,  by  the  young  learner.  The  copy  will 
never  be  so  good  as  the  original ;  it  will  usually  appear  con- 
Strained  and  unnatural,  and  of  course  be  discovered. 

Reading  or  speaking,  pruned  of  all  eccentricities  by  the 
observance  of  such  general  rules  as  will  be  found  in  most  of 
the  school  books,  should  be  after  one's  own  manner ;  he  should 
personate  himself  instead  of  any  other  person,  however  cele- 
brated. When  reading  is  brought  to  this  perfection  it  will 
be  listened  to,  and  being  better  understood,  will  make  a 
>  deeper  impression.  Why  do  we  remember  everything  that 
is  related  to  us,  and  forget  so  much  that  is  read  to  us,  if  it 
be  not  owing  to  the  natural  manner  of  the  relator,  and  the 
constrained  manner  of  the  reader,  which  diverts  our  atten- 
tion, or  at  least  fails  to  fix  it?" 

*'The  subject  of  irregular  attendance  has  been  so  often 
presented  to  your  notice,  that  you  may  think  it  a  matter  of 
supererogation  to  bring  the  subject  up  again  at  this  time ; 
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but  we  think  it  of  such  magnitude  that  we  venture  to  bring 

it  before  you  once  more.  It  appears  by  the  returns,  that  of 
those  scholars  whose  names  are  on  the  rep^istcr.  but  about 
three-fifths,  or  two-thirds,  is  the  average  attendance.  There 
are  some  other  children  in  the  town  who  do  not  attend  at  all, 
and  whose  names  are  not  registered  at  all,  so  that  not  far 
Irom  one-haU  the  whole  school  privilege  is  lost  entirely.  If 
we  estimate  the  value  of  school-privilege  at  one  dollar,  or 
one-half,  or  even  one-quarter,  per  day,  for  a  child,  the  whole 
los^  in  the  Coiiiinonwcalth  would  amount  to  an  immense 
sum.  And  who  of  us  would  part,  if  we  could,  with  what  we 
could  learn  in  one  day's  diligent  study  ?  Although  we  should, 
any  of  us,  be  unwilling  to  part  with  any  portion  of  our 
knowledge,  \  et  I  believe  those  who  are  ignorant  actually  set 
a  higher  value  upon  learning,  than  those  who  are  learned. 
VVe  heard  one  gentleman,  in  his  after  life,  and  who  had  been 
litnited  in  the  opportunities  for  learning,  in  his  younger  life, 
and  who  had  acquired  a  sufficiency  of  this  world's  goods, 
make  the  remark  that  he  should  be  very  glad  to  rehind  one 
thousand  dollars  for  one  dollari  which  should  have  been  laid 
out  upon  his  education  in  his  youth.  This  puts  the  question 
in  a  very  strong  light,  but  no  more  so  than  is  jtist  and  proper; 
learning  is  invaluable,  it  cannot  be  measured  by  dollars  and 
cents." 

Report  of  1853-4:  — 

"Scholars  learn  a  great  deal  from  one  another,  perhaps  in 
the  whole  as  much  as  from  the  teacher;  we  mean  in  the  less 

difficult  portions  of  their  studies.  The  more  familiar  inter- 
course which  scholars  hold  with  one  another,  and  the  conse- 
<Hi(  iit  attrition  of  mind,  elicits  thought,  and  serves  to  bring 
into  activity  the  scholar's  own  resources,  and  is  therefore  of 
more  real  and  permanent  benefit.  One  idea  which  a  scholar 
gets  from  his  own  resources,  or  works  out,  with  his  intercourse 
with  another,  is  worth  a  dozen,  which  are  imperfectly  under- 
stood, that  he  gets  from  a  teacher.  Knowledge  which  is 
absorbed,  or  tlrawn  into  the  mind  by  the  inherent  power 
within,  is  more  valuable,  than  that  which  is  forced  in  b\-  the 
aid  of  foreign  assistance.  A  pupil  may  obtain  knowledge  in 
this  way,  but  then  it  is  uphill  work.  To  be  sure,  he  may 
sometimes  meet  with  obstacles  which  may  require  the  aid  of 
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a  teacher  to  remove;  these  obstacles  will  grow  less  and  Ic?'^ 
as  he  progresses,  and  as  he  gains  confidence  and  learns  to 
depend  more  and  more  upon  himself.  The  most  practically 
useful  men  are  those  who  are  self-taught;  because  what 
they  know  there  is  no  mistake  about,  and  they  can  give  us 
reason  for  it,  the  why  and  the  wherefore.  All  new  discov- 
eries are  of  course  from  this  kind  of  knowledge,  although  it 
may  be  based  upon  previous  knowledge  obtainec}  from  the 
schools. 

It  will  be  likewise  noticed,  that  in  several  of  the  examina- 
tions, the  school  houses  were  dressed  with  evergreens.  This 
Is  always  pleasant  to  witness.  When  such  attentions  are 
paid  to  the  occasions  of  visiting  the  schools,  and  when  we 
see  the  friends  of  the  scholars  present,  showing  their  interest 
too,  when  we  see  that  the  school  house  has  not  been  abused, 
we  feel  that  there  is  good  evidence  that  the  time  of  the 
scholars  has  been  given  to  something  of  value,  that  study 
has  been  an  object  with  them,  that  they  have  occupied 
themselves  with  things  which  will  be  profitable  to  them  in 
after  life.  On  the  contrary,  when  we  find  the  building  abused, 
blinds  and  glass  broken,  fences  broken  down,  wantonly;  we 
cannot  but  have  melancholy  forebodings;  we  tremble  for 
the  future  prospects,  for  some  at  least,  of  the  members 
of  that  school.  School  houses  oui^ht  to  be  held  to  be 
the  most  sacred  places  next  to  the  church.  They  are  our 
foster  mothers,  and  are  referred  to  by  all  our  public  speak- 
ers, with  the  deepest  interest.  Let  feelings  of  respect  and 
reverence  for  these  our  Alma  Maters,  then  be  inculcated  by 
parents  and  teachers.  Let  the  grounds  about  them  be  orna- 
mented with  shade  trees  and  shrubbery,  rose  bushes  and 
flowers;  let  each  family  or  child  plant  a  tree  or  bush,  and 
cultivate  it.  Let  the  nakedness  of  the  house  and  grounds  be 
clothed  with  ornaments  which  shall  increase  the  attractions 
of  the  place.  If  the  borders  of  the  grounds  only  were  lined 
with  forest  trees,  it  would  add  much  to  the  beauty  of  the 
spot,  and  take  from  it  that  aspect  of  desolation,  which  most 
of  them  now  present.  Would  not  the  scholar,  while  he  was 
engaged  in  such  a  laudable  employment,  be  at  the  same  time 
cultivating  the  more  kindly  and  refined  feelings  of  his  nature? 
Would  he  be  so  likely  even  to  become  a  ruffian,  and  do  vio- 
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Icnce  to  the  rules  of  social  and  refined  life?  Would  not  the 
stranger  and  traveller,  as  he  passed,  be  moved  with  emotions 
ol  pleasure?  Would  not  the  scholar  himself  feel  a  little 
proud»  when  abroad,  to  be  interrogated,  whether  he  belonged 
to  such  a  school?  All  our  higher  schools,  academies,  and 
seminaries  of  learning,  as  well  as  all  public  places,  have  not 
failed  to  make  the  ornamenting  oi  their  grounds  a  primary 
object." 

Report  1854-5  : — 

"We  would  that  you  were  either  cold  or  hot;  that  you 
would  either  praise  or  censure  our  reports ;  that  you  would 
read  and  make  your  comments.  We  have  no  doubt  but  that 
the  teachers  have  interest  enough  to  look  at  them,  but 
whether  the  parents  do,  or  not,  wc  do  not  know,  for  wc  hear 
little  said  of  them.  We  have  been  niak-in<j;  reports  year  after 
year,  concerning  the  state  and  condition  of  the  mental  and 
moral  developments  of  those  young  immortals,  lor  whom 
you  profess  to  have  great  anxiety,  and  which  you  no  doubt 
really  have,  and  love  too,  with  all  the  ardor,  which  a  father's 
t  or  mother's  nature  is  susceptible,  and  yet.  hardly  take  the 

pains  to  i)criisc  a  short  account  of  a  year's  teaching,  whether 
it  be  for  weal  or  for  woe;  although  some  improvement  has 
been  manifested  the  past  year,  by  increased  attendance  on 
examinations.  We  know  there  is  somewhat  a  sameness  in 
such  reports,  quite  as  much  in  the  external  appearance, 
however*  as  anything  within.  But  we  have  in  this  report,  as 
in  all  others,  endeavored  to  tell  the  truth,  showing  neither 
favor  nor  affection.  We  believe  this  report  is  not  all  honey- 
swcctcncd,  nor  vinegar-acidulated.  If  we  have  not  said  so 
much  by  way  of  praise  in  some  parts  of  the  report,  it  is  not 
because  we  should  not  have  been  happy  to  have  lauded  every 
effort  for  instruction,  however  feeble;  and  we  think  we  are 
fully  authorized  to  bestow  the  modicum  of  praise,  not  without 
discrimination,  which  will  be  found  in  the  following  report, 
which  is  respectfully  submitted." 

••In  the  several  first  visits  to  the  schools,  we  endeavored 
*  to  impress  upon  the  teacher  and  pupils,  the  vital  importance 

of  understanding  the  studies  which  they  were  pursuing. 
That  no  definition  of  a  word  should  be  taken,  which  was 
not  reduced  down  to  the  perfect  comprehension  of  the  pupil. 
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A  good  deal  of  discouragement  is  frequently  produced 
by  the  pupil's  being  oblig^  to  feel  his  way  in  the  dark, 
through  a  branch  of  study,  which  would  be  much  more 
readily  comprehended,  if  only  the  meaning  of  the  terms 

were  fully  explained  and  understood." 

"We  would  not  be  understood  to  say,  that  where  there  is 
a  particular  bias  or  love  of  any  one  course,  or  branch  of 
science,  we  would  not  have  it  encouraged  and  pursued. 
Because,  we  believe,  that  especially  where  there  is  a  love  of 
any  one  branch,  it  will  be  more  sure  to  be  learned,  and  to 
be  learned  the  more  perfectly,  and  in  a  manner  which  will 
be  more  profitable  to  the  individual  and  to  the  community. 

Wo  are  not  of  that  number  that  belie\'e  that  the  discipU^^t 
of  tlu  mind  is  the  principal  advantage  of  schools.  'J  licre 
are  a  great  proportion  of  the  community  who  get  no  other 
education  or  knowledge  than  such  as  is  obtained  in  our 
common  schools,  and  discipline  alone  would  hardly  meet 
the  wants  and  desires  of  the  public.  After  the  fundamental 
branches,  or  together  with  those  branches,  if  the  teacher 
can  catch  the  bent  and  leaning  of  th'  m  holar's  mind,  that 
leaning  as  has  been  said,  should  be  followed.  Water  will 
best  run  in  its  natural  channel." 

Report  of  1858-9:  — 

"The  common  civilities,  the  little  amenities,  of  life,  should 
be  more  attended  to  by  parents  and  teacher.  I'ai  cuts  should 
require  of  their  children  on  leaving  home  in  the  morning 
for  school  some  expression  respectful  of  the  fact,  and  the 
child  should  be  required,  on  entering  the  school  room,  to 
give  some  token  to  the  teacher  of  his  entrance;  for  children 
want  to  know  how  to  leave  or  enter  a  room,  as  well  as  how 
to  act  or  what  to  say  when  they  get  in.  And  not  so  little 
depend  upon  those  little  things  as  one  might  suppose,  for 
first  impressions  are  the  deepest  and  most  lasting ;  it  is  there- 
fore quite  important  we  should  make  and  leave  a  favorable 
impression  upon  those  strangers  whose  acquaintance  we  are 
making.  They  are  likewise  the  best  passport  into  good 
society  and  through  life,  and  for  our  own  benefit  at  least  wc 
had  better  pass  for  a  little  more  than  a  good  deal  Uss  than 
we  are  worth. 

The  want  of  graceful  manners  not  unfrequently  keeps  in 
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the  backj:jround  those  who  have  talents  and  whose  real 
merits  are  a  losis  to  the  public  as  well  as  themselves.  Good 
manners  are  never  lost" 

Dr.  Merriam  loved  country  life  and  took  a  deep  interest 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  One  of  the  principal  reasons 
for  returning  to  his  native  town  from  Marblchead,  was  to 
enjoy  country  life  and  gratif)-  his  taste  for  agricultural  pur- 
suits, lie  joined  the  Essex  Agricultural  Society  in  1821, 
and  continued  his  connection  with  the  society  to  the  close 
of  his  life.  Part  of  the  time  he  was  a  trustee.  His  interest 
in  the  society  never  ceased  while  he  lived.  He  took  a 
special  interest  in  the  culture  of  fruit,  and  grew  many  choice 
varieties  upon  his  farm.  In  makinj:^  his  professional  rounds, 
in  his  gig  or  on  horseback,  he  j^reatly  enjoyed  the  rural 
scenery,  the  cultivated  fields,  the  growing  crops,  and  seeing 
the  rewards  of  the  thrifty  husbandman  in  the  harvest. 

He  favored  agfricultural  instruction  in  the  common  schools. 

In  the  school  report  of  Apr.,  i862,  he  writes, — "Agriculture 
is  truly  a  branch  about  which  every  one  should  know  some- 
thing^; for  every  merchant,  mechanic,  or  professional  man, 
SDiiu.-time  in  his  life,  is  called  to  cultivate  the  farm  or  the 
garden.  As  this  is  a  branch  of  business  upon  which  all 
Others  depend  and  upon  which  we  must  all  fall  back,  it  is 
quite  important  we  should  know  something  about  it." 

The  cause  of  Temperance  received  his  early  and  earnest 
attention  and  support.  He  early  became  convinced  of  th(' 
injurious  effects  of  alcohol  as  a  bexera^^e,  ujMui  the  human 
system.  It  was  a  common  saying  with  him  that  every  glass 
of  liquor  a  man  drank,  shortened  his  life  some  seconds.  In 
public  meetings,  on  social  occasions,  and  in  private  conver- 
sation he  gave  his  influence  and  ready  advocacy  of  total 
abstinence  from  intoxicating  drinks.  He  made  very  little 
tisc  of  it  as  a  medicine  in  his  practice.  In  his  views  and 
jjractice,  in  re^Mfd  to  the  medicinal  use  of  alcohol,  he  was  in 
advance  of  his  contemporaries. 

One  station  that  Dr.  Merriam  was  called  upon  to  occupy, 
remains  to  be  mentioned— that  of  a  magistrate.  The 
friends  of  law  and  order  were  not  obliged  to  go  out  of  town 
in  JutlLje  Merriam's  day  to  ^'et  justice  administered.  That 
object  could  be  realUed  within  our  own  precincts. 
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Back  in  the  30's,  the  condition  of  society  was  such  as  to 
call  for  the  organization  of  a  vigilance  committee.  The 
community  was  afflicted  to  an  unusual  degree  with  the  evils 
attending  the  excessive  use  of  intoxicating  drink;  in  the 
language  of  the  time,  drunkenness,  idleness,  misspending  of 
time,  not  jircn  iding  for  the  support  of  the  family,  and  dis- 
turbing the  peace. 

1  he  prominent  citizens  of  the  village  were  largely  inter- 
ested in  efforts  to  suppress  the  extensive  dissipation,  and  to 
improve  the  morals  of  the  town.  It  is  improbable  that  Dr. 
Merriani  took  a  partisan  view  of  the  situation,  but  he  was 
deeply  interested,  especially  in  the  reform  of  the  victims  of 
intoxicating  drink,  and  brought  his  influence  to  hear  upon 
the  side  of  total  abstinence,  as  has  been  before  noticed. 

Charges  of  drunkenness,  and  its  attendant  evils  of  idleness, 
not  providing,  disturbini;  the  peace,  vagrancy,  and  the  like, 
were  most  frequently  brought  before  him— but  accusations  of 
theft,  obtaining  money  under  false  pretences,  and  breaking 
and  entering,  he  was  likewise  called  upon  to  consider.  Of 
course  the  higher  crimes  that  were  beyond  the  jurisdiction 
of  his  court  were  sent  up  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

It  would  appear  that  the  crime  of  stealin<^,  then  a?  now, 
was  not  always  looked  upon  as  very  heinous.  A  case  where 
the  prisoner  was  accused  of  stealing  two  turkeys,  of  the 
value  of  two  dollars,  the  sentence  imposed  was  a  fine  of  one 
dollar,  and  costs  of  prosecution. 

In  another  more  aggravated  case  of  stealing,  the  sentence 
was  the  House  of  Correction  for  three  months. 

For  drunkenness  and  for  being  a  common  drunkard,  not 
providing.  c(  cetera,  some  cases  got  three  months  in  the 
House  of  Correction,  while  others  were  let  off  with  a  much 
lighter  sentence. 

In  a  case  where  the  charge  was  being  drunk  and  intoxi- 
cated by  the  voluntary  and  excessive  use  of  intoxicating 
liquors ;  that  the  accused  was  a  common  drunkard  and  on 
divers  days  and  times  within  six  months,  was  drunk  and  in- 
toxicated; that  he  neglected  his  c  illing,  misspent  what  he 
earned,  and  did  not  jirovide  for  his  !amil\';  he  was  convicted 
and  sentenced  to  the  House  of  Correction  iox  three  months. 

It  is  further  recorded  in  the  case  that  the  "mittimus  was 
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suspended  on  the  respondent  signing  the  abstinence  pledge 
and  paying  a  part  of  the  costs  of  prosecution." 

In  another  case  where  the  charL^e  was  excessive  drinking, 
idleness,  misspending  time,  not  providing,  and  so  on,  the 
accused  promised  better  conduct,  signed  tbe  temperance 
pledge  and  paid  the  costs,  and  was  discharged  and  proceed- 
ings quashed. 

Another  case  of  drunkenness,  idleness,  disturbing  the 
peace,  etc  ,  was  uol  pros,  by  the  accused  paying  the  costs  and 
signing  the  pledge. 

Another,  for  a  simple  drunk,  not  pros,  by  paying  part  of 
the  costs  and  signing  the  pledge. 

A  case  where  the  accused  pXeaAtA  guUiy\  penalty ,-^osts 
and  plcd^^e. 

Another  class  of  cases  noted  in  the  "Court  Record,"  was 
where  the  accused  was  adjudged  not  i^-fff/fv  .ttkI  discharged. 

A  case  where  a  warrant  was  for  an  arrest  lor  drunkenness, 
the  constable  made  return  that  the  respondent  was  not  to  be 
found  in  his  pminct  >. 

A  writ  for  tiie  same  individual  issued  three  months  after- 
ward, wn^  returned  with  the  indorsement  that  the  respondent 
was  nan  est  inventus. 

As  the  work  of  the  vigilance  committee  was  carried  on  in 
secret,  and  its  members  in  a  measure  if  not  absolutely 
pledged  to  secrecy,  it  would  seem  that  their  proceedings 
occasionally  leaked  out  in  some  way  and  came  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  suspect,  giving  him  a  chance  to  escape. 

The  entries  in  Dr.  Merriam's  "Court  Record,"  show  that 
he  exercised  judgment,  discrimination,  and  common  sense, 
as  well  as  regarded  the  requirements  of  law,  in  his  dealings 
as  a  magistrate. 

While  some  of  his  decisions  are  to  be  commended  by  the 
most  stubborn  advocates  of  the  forms  of  law,  it  is  apparent 
that  lie  was  lenient  in  his  treatment  of  many  delinquents, 
who  were  brought  before  him.  If  the  victim  of  the  abuse 
of  alcohol  was  not  treated  as  harshly  as  might  have  been 
expected,  it  would  not  be  unjust  in  the  magistrate,  but  cred- 
itable for  him,  to  take  into  consideration  the  frailties  of  hu- 
man nature,  when  subjected  to  the  temptation  of  the  intoxi- 
cating cup ;  the  deprivation  by  his  impoverished  family  of 
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the  little  that  he  might  furnish  towards  their  support;  the 
culpability  of  those  who  placed  temptations  in  his  path,  more 
guilty  than  the  culprit  himselfi  and  the  blame  lying  upon 
Uie  community  for  not  removing  the  cause  of  his  dissipa- 
tion out  of  the  way. 

The  inconsistence  and  incon^^ruily  of  condemninp^  a  man 
for  being  infiucnccH  by  causes  beyond  his  control,  and  for 
yielding  to  temptations  thrust  in  his  pathway,  could  not  but 
appeal  to  the  magistrate's  common  sense  and  sense  of  justice. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  Dr.  Merriam  administered  justice 
honestly*  in  accordance  with  law,  and  with  due  regard  to 
the  extenuating  circumstances  of  the  cause  on  trial. 

If  he  was  not  a  severe  judge,  the  conuiuinity  had  the  satis  - 
faction  of  ft  cling  that  no  innocent  person  was  called  to 
suffer  unjustly. 

Dr.  Merriam  was  too  far  advanced  in  life  to  take  an  ac< 
tive  part  in  the  war  of  the  great  Rebellion.   But,  as  I 

remember,  in  a  public  assembly  called  to  consider  the  sub- 
ject of  enlistments,  he  offered  to  attend  ^gratuitously,  and 
did  so  do,  the  families  of  those  who  were  about  to  enlist. 

He  sent  his  son  into  the  held  to  help  fight  the  battles  of 
his  country. 

For  many  years  he  was  the  most  prominent  citisen  of  the 
place.  At  public  meetings  held  to  discuss  important  ques- 
tions, he  was  called  upon  to  preside,  as  well  as  to  preside 
on  occasions  in  other  towns,  as  County  Temperance  Con- 
ventions. It  was  the  custom  to  turn  to  him  to  head  peti- 
tions and  take  the  lead  in  movements  looking  to  the  benetit 
of  his  fellow-townsmen. 

Dr.  Merriam  made  no  pretensions  to  the  role  of  a  public 
speaker,  but  was  ready  to  express  his  views  and  opinions  in 
plain  lanc^fuaf^e.  I  do  not  know  that  he  ever  applied  himself 
to  tleli\  cr  a  lecture,  to  write  an  essay,  or  to  make  a  set 
speech  But  on  a  festive  occasion,  where  the  ladies  bore  a 
leading  part,  the  observance  of  the  Fourth  of  July,  and  the 
celebration  of  the  completion  of  the  vestry  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  Dr.  Merriam  left  minutes  of  extended  re- 
marks to  be  made  on  that  occasion,  on  "The  happy  influ- 
ence which  woman  exerts  on  society."  The  tone  of  the 
speech  is  highly  eulogistic  of  the  sex. 
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A  copy  of  the  paper  follows:— 

"In  occupying  the  few  minutes  allotted  to  us  on  this  fes- 
tive occasion  I  dc5tj^n  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  the  happy 
influence  which  wonian  exerts  on  society. 

It  has  been  our  very  agreeable  province  through  life  to 
be  much  in  her  society.  We  have  seen  her  in  very  many 
different  phases  and  occasions,  and  have  seldom  found  her 
failing  to  support  her  character  for  sympathy,  aid,  and 
charity,  which  the  world  has  alwavs  crranted  her.  and  which 
the  various  emergencies  have  called  forth.  Her  heart  and 
hand  are  always  open  to  the  demands  and  necessities  of 
human  wants  and  human  sufferings.  Her  hand  is  seen  in 
every  good  word  and  work.  And  her  power  and  influence 
is  almost  unlimited ;  she  can  and  does  accomplish  great  and 
wonderful  things. 

Wc  need  not  go  beyond  our  own  country'  or  our  own 
times  for  examples  of  her  energies,  and  the  support  she  has 
given  to  important  enterprises. 

The  heroes  and  patriots  of  tiie  revolution  are  sung  on 
every  4th  of  July,  but  did  not  the  heroines  and  women  of 
the  times  bear  a  full  share  of  the  burdens  and  sufferings, 
which  were  endured,  most  cheerfullv  and  hopefully,  durinjif 
those  mo.st  anxious  and  distressing  daj  s?  Did  they  not 
part  with  their  husbands,  fathers,  brothers,  and  friends,  to 
do  battle  in  the  strife  for  independence  and  liberty?  and  did 
they  not  sometimes  do  it  themselves?  Who  will  undertake 
to  say  how  great  a  part  they  had  in  the  matter,  or  whether 
our  Independence  would  have  been  achieved  at  all,  without 
their  encouragement  and  patience,  so  important  for  the 
emerr^ency?  and  what  does  not  every  good  cause  owe  to 
woman? 

What  has  she  not  done  for  the  Temperance  cause,  and 
what  for  the  cause  of  religion  in  all  ages  and  at  all  times? 

On  these  subjects  you,  Mr.  President,  need  no  illustration. 

But  to  brinj:,'  the  subject  still  nearer  home,  the  ladies  of 
our  own  town  have  done  themselves  immortal  honor,  and 
the  town  immortal  credit  by  the  various  enterprises  which 
they  have  undertaken  and  accomplished  in  the  present 
passing  times.  Whenever  and  wherever  we  go  abroad,  we 
hear  inquiries  after  the  'Topsfield  Ladies  Reading  Society.' 
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Other  ladies  wish  to  take  pattern  for  forming  similar  socie- 
ties, or  remodeling  old  ones,  and  particular  inquiries  are 
made  after  the  reading  department,  the  selection  of  books 
and  the  mode  of  using  them,  how  supported  and  maintained* 
etc.,  etc.,  giving  us  evidence  of  the  impression  they  have 
made  abroad,  approvinf^  and  applauding  their  taste  and  ^^pirit. 

In  the  j)rcsent  movement,  having  a  double  object  in  view, 
viz.,  the  observance  of  our  National  birthday  and  the  erec- 
tion of  a  Social  Hall  or  Vestry  for  the  convenience  and  ac- 
commodation of  the  place,  for  all  ordinary  occasions  of 
meeting  together,  they  are  making  yet  another  demonstra- 
tion of  their  unfailing  resources.  We  probably  should  not 
have  had  a  Vestry  for  the  present,  had  not  the  Ladies  given 
the  work  a  propelling  impulse,  by  devoting  a  very  liberal 
portion  of  their  collections  to  this  end. 

This  too,  without  lessening  their  appropriations  for  books, 
of  which  they  have  some  200  volumes,  and  for  various  char- 
itable purposes.  And  their  charities  are  not  few,  if  we  may 
judge  from  the  frequent  inquiries  made  of  us  for  objects 
needing  aid.  Their  footsteps  are  not  always  seen  by  the 
public,  when  on  errands  of  mercy,  they  do  not  sound  a 
trumpet  before  them,  or  publish  to  the  world  their  goings 
out  or  coming  in,  yet  grateful  hearts  will  sometimes  reveal 
their  doings.  Can  it  be  otherwise  than  that  such  examples 
should  have  a  happy  influence  on  society  and  the  rising 
generation  ? 

Ought  we  not,  then,  to  encourage  the  laudable  under- 
takings of  our  friends,  by  responding  to  their  calls,  with  all 
the  assistance  which  it  is  in  our  power  to  render,  and  to 
second  their  movements  in  every  other  operation  got  up  for 

such  worthy  objects? 

And  who  grudges  the  small  contribution  levied  upcm  his 
pocket,  when  so  many  of  his  senses  are  gratified  and  enter- 
tained? Not  the  appetite  alone  is  glutted  with  sweets,  but 
the  eye,  the  ear,  the  intellect,  and  the  whole  soul  are  all 
regaled  with  pleasant  and  happy  impressions,  which  will  not 
soon,  we  trust,  be  obliterated  from  the  record  which  memory 
keeps,  not  till  benevolence  and  virtue  cease  to  charm,  till 
suffering  humanity  shall  have  no  need  of  female  sympathy, 
or  till  time  with  us  shall  be  no  more. 
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Then  give  to  the  ladies  of  Topsfield  their  just  due,  Virtue, 
Benevolence,  and  Intelligence." 

He  was  emtnently  social  in  his  nature.  No  one  more  than 
he  enjoyed,  even  in  his  later  years,  social  gatherings,  and  the 
society  of  young  people,  lor  whose  benefit  so  much  of  his  life 
had  been  devoted.  They  received  a  cordial  welcome  to  bis 
home,  where  they  met  on  many  happy  occasions. 

A  short  poem  has  been  preserved  among  his  papers,  that 
illustrates  the  social  side  of  his  character.  It  was  probably 
written  and  sent  by  a  lady  admirer. 

From  his  agreeable  companionship,  his  robust  and  stately 
form,  and  engaging  manners,  we  can  easily  see  that  he  was  a 
favorite  in  society. 

When  we  consider  that  he  did  not  marry  until  he  was  52 
years  old,  and  was  wont  to  say  that  he  "would  ii  he  could," 
some  allusions  and  expressions  in  the  facetious  production, 
will  be  readily  understood  and  appreciated. 


TO  DR.  HERRIAH. 

What,  Doct.,  still  solus}  no  wife  in  the  chase? 

Still  afraid  of  that  soul  chilling  "No"  ? 
Poor  faint-hearted  soul  1  how  I  pity  your  case, 

More  timid  the  older  you  grow. 

Here  are  blue  eyes,  and  black  c>  es,  the  fair  and  brunette. 

The  grave,  the  coquette  and  the  prude, 
From  dignified  Lydia  to  learned  Miss  Bet. 

**I  know  it,  I  would  if  I  could.*' 

See  I.ucia,  sweet  model  of  feminine  grace, 

Mow  can  you  behold  her  unmoved? 
A  temper  more  sweet,  or  a  lovelier  face 

Might  be  worshiped,  but  could  not  be  loved. 

>  Will  sighing  and  wishing  ere  bring  to  your  arms 

A  damsel  more  charminc^  and  j^ood? 
Not  a  single  endeavor  for  so  many  charms? 
"Don't  tease  me,  I  would  if  X  could." 
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On  Lucy  Ann's  eye  could  an  anchorite  gaze 

Nor  kindle  amain  at  the  view? 
With  calmness  to  gaze  on  so  witching  a  face. 

Was  reserved  for  one  senseless  as  you. 

The  rose  and  the  lily  blend  on  Margaret's  cheek 

Her  lips  how  with  nectar  imbued ! 
You  monster  of  dullness,  Oh !  why  don't  you  speak? 

"Why  hang  ye  I  I  would  if  I  could/' 

Have  Lydia's  attractions  no  longer  a  charm? 

Or  what  can  have  rendered  them  less? 
Can  sweetness  so  touchint^  and  goodness  so  warm 

Excite  not  a  wish  to  possess? 

Your  sense  of  her  merit  you  have  after  avowed, 

I  protest  you  deserve  a  rattan, 
Go  whine  like  a  schoolboy,  "I  would  if  I  could," 

"In  six  months  I  will  if  I  can." 


Sometime  before  commencement  in  1858,  the  Hon.  George 
Grennell  of  Greenfield,  his  classmate  before  mentioned,  wrote 
him  asking  what  he  thought  of  a  class  reunion  on  the  $otb 
anniversary  of  their  graduation.  The  proposition  was  favor- 
ably considered.  It  was  arranged  that  Dr.  Merriam  cjo  to 
Hanover  by  way  of  Greenfield,  both  going  on  from  the  lat- 
ter place  in  company  with  each  other.  He  did  so.  He 
received  a  cordial  and  hospitable  reception  from  hi5  class- 
mate. The  facilities  for  travel  were  not  so  extensive  as  now, 
so  that  it  could  not  be  expected  that  there  would  be  a  large 
representation  of  the  surviving  members  of  the  class  asscni 
bled.  The  occasion  brought  ti  ;  '  thcr  only  three  to  celebrate 
their  semi-centennial,  Dr.  Merriam,  Mr.  Grennell  and,  I 
think.  Judge  Spauldinj^  of  Vermont. 

The  friendly  and  hospitable  entertainment  at  Greenfield, 
the  meetinc'  of  the  trio  on  the  scenes  of  their  college  life 
where  they  called  up  the  events  of  their  student  days,  afl» 
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talked  Dvcr  the  experiences  of  the  half  century,  the  com- 
mencement dinner  where  the  graduates  gathered  for  their 
annual  festival,  and  where  Dr.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  and 
the  Hon.  John  P.  Hale  were  present  as  invited  guests  and 
made  felicitous  speeches,  n^ade  an  occasion  of  much  enjoy- 
ment and  a  delightful  episode  of  his  declining  years. 

The  profe<;«?ionril  and  friendly  rehitions  of  the  writer  with 
Dr.  Merriani  durinc'  his  last  seven  years,  gave  opportunity  to 
learn  much  oi  iiim  m  the  different  relations  of  life;  to  witness 
the  high  moral  tone  of  his  discourse,  his  genial  and  hospita- 
ble nature,  his  interest  for  the  well-being  of  the  community, 
and  the  prosperity  of  the  town. 

Dr.  Merriam  was  a  regular  attendant  upon  the  Sunday 
services  of  the  Congregational  Church,  antl  held  to  the 
e;>scntial  doctrines  there  tnttf^ht.  He  was  not  a  member  of 
the  church  organization.  His  religion  was  exhibited  in  his 
daily  life,  and  in  beliqving  and  following  the  plain  teachings 
of  the  New  Testament. 

Concerning  his  religious  views  I  quote  from  a  letter  written 
after  liis  decease  by  Mr.  Grennell : — "I  bcHevc  he  expressed 
a  sentiment  familiar  to  his  heart,  in  S(.nne  of  the  hist  moments 
of  his  lite,  that  *hc  could  trust  in  Christ  as  the  Redeemer  of 
his  soul.'  His  letters  to  me  expressed  sentiments  in  accord 
with  the  above." 

The  evening  of  his  days  was  passed  in  the  enjoyment  of 
home  and  village  life,  interesting  liimself  in  the  state  of  the 
countr>-  then  in  tlie  throes  of  rebellion,  exercising  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  citizenship,  attending  public  worship,  en- 
joying the  society  of  friends,  having  the  respect  of  the  com- 
munity, friendly  to  all,  happy  in  his  domestic  relations, 
possessed  of  a  competence,  he  came  to  the  period  when  the 
healing  art  failed  to  prolong  life,  or  prevent  the  inroads  of 
disease,  and  passed  away,  with  angina  pectoris,  Nov.  13th, 
1864.  at  the  age  uf  7S  years  and  9^  months,  bringing  to  a 
close  a  life  well  spent. 


TH£  MEETING  HOUSE  ON  THE  COMMON. 


Town  votes  relating  to  the  first  Meeting  House  located 
on  "the  common." 

Jan,  14,  1 700-1.  New  meetinghouse  placed  on  the  plain 
by  Mr.  Capens ;  agreed  to  build  new  meeting  house  2  &  forty 
foot  wide  &  4  &  forty  foot  long. 

Jan.  20.  1 701-2.  It  was  agreed  upon  )-t  ye  pulpit  shall  be 
placed  on  yc  north  side  of  yc  new  Meeting  house,  &  ye 
Town  did  at:;iee  yt  ye  seats  shall  be  ])laced  after  ye  manner 
as  they  be  placed  in  Rowley  meeting  house,  &  yc  five  seats 
before  ye  Pulpit  is  to  be  sixteen  foot  long  &  Mr.  Capens 
Fue  is  to  be  placed  next  the  Pulpit  stairs. 

June  8»  1702.  Agreed  that  ye  new  meeting  house  should 
be  set  npon  ye  hill  that  is  to  be  leveled  for  that  end  which 
is  on  the  plain  by  Mr.  Capens. 

July  31,  1702.  The  tour  front  seats  shall  be  Made  about 
twelve  foot  long. 

Oct.  5,  1703.  Agreed  that  the  new  meeting  house  should 
be  seated  after  the  manner  as  Ipswich  new  meeting  house, 
leaving  no  room  for  Puese  except  Mrs.  Capens  Pue. 

Granted  liberty  to  people  of  the  Town  to  set  Stables  for 
their  horses  on  the  back  side  of  ye  new  mcctincj  house, 
provided  they  set  them  as  near  the  Swamp  as  they  can. 

Nov.  5,  1703.  Chose  Dea.  Saml.  Howlet,  Leiut.  Thomas 
Baker,  Leiut.  Tobijah  Perkins,  Sargt.  Daniel  Redington  & 
Corpl.  Joseph  Towne,  a  Commitee  to  seat  the  people. 

Mr.  Tillton  should  take  dow  n  the  [)u]pit. 

The  Town  agreed  to  Adjorn  the  mcetin*.;  down  to  the  new 
meeting  house.  The  Town  agreed  to  pass  acts  in  the  new 
meeting  house. 

The  Town  agreed  that  the  vacant  room  on  both  sides  of 
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ye  Pulpit  should  be  for  Puesc,  &  agreed  that  Mr.  Baker 
should  have  liberty  to  set  up  a  Piie  behind  Mrs.  Capcn^;  Puc, 
&  agreed  that  Mr.  Bradstreet,  Leiut.  Perkins  &  Mr.  Isaac 
Pcabody  have  libcrt)-  to  set  up  three  Pues  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Pulpit,  the  town  reserving  all  rights. 

Dec.  3.  1 703,  The  Town  granted  liberty  for  Pues  to  be  set 
up  each  end  of  the  Pulpit.    Mr.  Bakers  Puc  for  his  wife  &' 
family,  behind  Mrs.  Capens :  &  Mr.  Bradstreet  to  set  with 
wife  &  Leiut  Perkins  next  Mrs.  Bradstreets'  for  himself  & 
wife. 

Dec.  28.  1 703.  Committee  reported  on  seating  people,  not 
accepted.  Instructions  agreed  upon ;  first  men  from  60  years 
&  upward  to  be  respected  for  their  age  before  money  in 
younger  men;  2d  the  meeting  house  rate  in  1702  &  the 
County  rate  in  1703  to  be  the  rule  to  seat  the  rest  of  the 
people  by,  &  Sargt.  John  Gould,  Corpl.  Jaci^b  Towne  & 
Ebenczer  Avcrcll  are  added  to  the  former  Comniiltec. 

Dec.  8,  1704.  Liberty  is  granted  to  Joseph  Andrews  to  get 
the  Pue  finished,  in  the  N.  W.  comer  he  paying  for  making 
said  Pue,  &  have  liberty  to  improve  it  so  long  as  he  is  a 
constant  hearer  of  ye  word  of  God  with  us,  &  doth  yearly 
pay  two  shillings  as  he  hath  promised,  yearly  towards  Mr. 
Capens  Salery,  8:  w  hen  said  Andrews  doth  leave  Town  the 
Pue  may  be  disposed  of  by  the  Town. 

Mar.  6,  1704-5.  Liberty  is  granted  to  Abraham  Howe, 
Jacob,  Daniel  &  Caleb  Foster  to  set  up  stables. 

Nov.  21,  1705.  Allowed  Mr.  Capen  one  shilling  &  six 
pence,  for  varnishing  the  pulpit. 
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To  be  Sold  at  rublick  Vendue  on  ihiirsday.  the  22^  Day 
of  Nov'"''  Instant,  at  one  of  the  Clock  after  Noon,  by  me  the 
Subscriber,  at  the  house  of  Lu'-  Daniel  C[l]arks,  Inholder, 
in  Topsficlcl.  a  State  Note  that  amounts  to  Twenty^one 
pounds  one  shilling:  to  the  highest  Bidder,  in  Silver  money, 
in  order  to  Discharge  the  State  tax  of  David  Balch,  Jun*"'  that 
is  to  be  Paid  in  hard  money,  as  it  stands  in  my  List  for  tlic 
year  1780:  tin-  above  Note  was  Given  in  Dec'"''-  1777:  and 
is  payable  in  March,  1782: 

Dated,  Topsfield  Nov*"-  20 :  1 78 1 . 

Daniel  liixby.  Constable. 

\_Bixby  Papers^ 

HOTEL  FOR  SALE. 

The  subscriber,  wishing  to  retire  from  \\vv  present  active 
employment,  offers  for  sale  the  TOPSFIKId)  HOTEL,  with 
all  its  appendages.  The  spacious  and  well  constructed  build- 
ings, consisting  of  House,  Stable,  Sheds,  Wash-house,  Wood- 
house,  Hay-scales,  &c,  &c.,  are  all  well  built,  of  the  best  ma- 
terials, and  are  now  in  excellent  repair.  Besides  a  good 
W  ell  of  water,  there  is  a  Lead  Aqueduct,  which  supplies  the 
House  and  Stable  with  water  from  a  never-failing  spring. 

Topsfield  Hotel  is  situated  on  an  eminence  that  overlooks 
the  village,  and  cunimands  an  extensive  view  of  tlie  sur- 
rounding scenery,  which  is  uncommonly  beautiful.  It  ha.s 
for  many  years  been  a  favorite  summer  retreat.  Any  person 
wishing  to  occupy  such  a  stand,  will  rarely  find  one  com- 
bining so  many  advantages.  Seven  regular  Stage  coaches 
stop  at  the  Hotel  every  week  day  and  the  private  travel  has 
been  constantly  increasing.  A  good  title  and  immediate 
possession  will  be  given,  and  the  terms  of  payment  be  made 
to  suit  the  purchaser. 

Susan  Cummings, 

For  further  information  apply  to  SOLOMON  WiLDES.  Esq., 
Boston,  or  to  MRS.  CUMMtNGS,  now  at  the  Hotel. 

TopsBctd.  May  28,  1835.  [SaUm  Gaseiie.'] 
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